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Advertilement; 

IN  this  new  edition  of  the  celebrated  Sir  William 
Temple's  Works  his  Political  tradb  are  printed  ac- 
cording to  the  order  of  time  in  which  they  were 
written ;  with  this  exception,  that  as  the  efiay  On  the 
eriginal  and  nature  of  government^  and  the  Obfervations 
m  the  United  NetberLmds^  will  give  the  Reader  a  jufl 
idea  of  Government  in  general,  and  in  particular  of  the 
conftitution,  revenue,  and  forces  of  that  country  which 
was  the  fcene  of  the  author's  important  negotiations, 
theie  are  placed  4r&>  i^  j^  Ixift^jo^odudion  to  the 
fubfcquent  tradi:  V :  \^}  V    Vr./  •: :/: 

The  Author,*  unlijip^y.^.pQSenty,  conunitted  to 
the  flames  the  Firft  ii^j^^J&i2Xemoirsoflns  n^otia- 
tions,  for  reafons  •  YLi£iv.aGt*  ^fdbd  at  by  Dr.  Swift 
(fee  Vol.  II.  p.  486.?  6»if  ^/^4§i)ly.ihat  lofi  he  permit- 
ted  the  pubhcadon  of  the  Letters  he  wrote  during  the 
period  which  made  the  fubje&  of  that  part :  thofe 
Letters  are  therefore,  in  this  edition,  prefixed  to  the 
Seco?:d  Part  of  his  Memoirs. 
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Sir  WILLIAM  TEMPLE. 


[fFritfen  by  a  particular  Friend.} 


SIR  William  Temple  was  dcfccndcd  from 
a  younger  branch  of  the  family  of  the  Tem- 
ples, of  Temple-hall,  in  Leiccftcrflure.  Sir 
Richard  Temple,  of  the  elder  branch,  pretended 
that  his  anceftors  came  in  with  theConquell,  and  had 
the  pedigree  diftind  from  King  John's  time^  when 
they  were  poflefled  of  great  eftates ;  but,  having 
taken  the  unfortunate  fide  in  Richard  the  Third's 
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time,  loft  all  but  Temple-hall,  which  was  afterwards 
fold,  and  could  never  be  recovered,  either  by  Sir 
William  Temple,  or  his  father. 

His  grandfather  was  Sir  William  Temple,  an 
eighth  fon,  bred  up  at  King's  college  in  Cambridge, 
defigned  for  the  law,  but  he  fell  into  the  more  re- 
fined and  philofophical  fhidies  of  that  age ;  and  writ 
on  thofe  fubjefts  two  treatifes  in  very  elegant  Latin, 
which  he  dedicated  to  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  who  firft 
prevailed  with  him  to  leave  the  college,  and  accom- 
pany him  abroad,  and  there  died  in  his  arms  s  after 
he  had  before  his  death  recommended  him  to  the 
great  Earl  of  Eilex,  who  was  then  in  the  heighth  of 
Queen  Elizabeth's  favour,  and  whofe  Secretary  he 
was  till  the  tragical  end  of  his  life.  Sir  William 
not  ooly  fell  with  him  from  the  profpeft  of  fo  great 
fortunes,  but  was  purfued  by  Cecil,  and  at  laft  fent 
over  to  Ireland,  where  he  followed  the  courfe  of  his 
ftudies  in  the  college,  of  which  he  was  chofen  Pro- 
voft,  and  there  died  at  the  age  of  feventy-threc  years, 
and  lies  buried  there. 

His  cldeft  fon  Johx  Temple  was  fent  young 
abroad,  and  afterwards  bred  in  the  court  of  King 
Charles  the  Firft  •,  and  by  him  made  Mafter  of  the 
Rolls  in  Ireland  :  he  married  a  fifter  of  the  famous 
Dr.  Hammond,  and  by  her  had  four  fons  and  one 
daughter,  who  all,  except  one  fon,  •  furvived  him. 
He  lived  at  Dublin,  and  was  of  the  Privy  Council 
there,  and  in  particular  friendfhip  and  confidence 
with  the  Earl  of  Leicefter,  then  declared  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  when  the  rebellion  there,  in 
1 640,  broke  out  \  in  the  tranfaftions  of  which  re- 
markable year  he  was  deeply  enMged ;  and,  upon 
the  changes  in  the  King's  counfels  and  affairs,  was 
imprifoned  with  three  more  Privy  Counfellors,  for 
oppofing  the  cefiation  which  the  Duke  of  Ormond 
was  commanded  to  make  with  the  Irifli  rebels. 

In 
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hr  1644,  he  was  exchanged,  and  fent  for  by  the 
Parliament  in  England,  in  which  he  fat  till  1 648,  and 
was  then  turned  out  with  thofe  they  called  the  fe- 
dudcd  members,  for  joining  with  them  in  voting  for 
the  conditions  of  the  peace  then   treated  with  the 
^  f    Xing  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight.     During  the  fad  fcene 
which  followed  his  execrable  murder,  he  continued 
to  live  privately  in  London  till  the  happy  reftoration 
in  1660,  when  he  returned  to  the  place  of  Matter  of 
the  Rolls  in  Ireland,  where  he  lived  in  great  plenty 
^ndcftcem,  and  there  died  in  the  year  y/^  which  was 
the  fame  of  his  age,  and  lies  buried  by  his  father  in 
Dublin  college. 

His  eldcft  fon,  William  Temple,  was  born  at 
London,  in  1628,  firll  fent  to  fchool  at  Penfhurft  in 
Kent,  under  the  care  of  his  uncle  Dr.  Henry  Ham- 
mond, then  Minifter  of  that  parifli,  and  from  thence, 
at  ten  years  old,  to  Mr.  Leigh,  fchoolmafter  of 
Bifliop-ftratford,  to  whom,  he  ufed  to  fay,  he  was  be- 
holden for  all  he  knew  of  Greek  and  Latin :  having 
attained  to  all  that  was  to  be  learned  there,  at  fifteen 
he  returned  home,  the  diforders  of  that  time  having 
hindered  his  going  to  the  univerfity  till  feventeen, 
when  he  was  placed  in  Emanuel  college  in  Cambridge, 
under  Dr.  Cudworth.  At  nineteen  he  began  his  tra- 
vels into  France,  in  1648,  a  time  fo  difmal  to  Eng- 
land, that  none  but  they,  who  were  the  occafion  of 
thofe  troubles  and  confulions  in  their  country,  could 
be  forry  to  leave  it :  he  chofe  to  pals  through  the  Ifle 
of  Wight,  where  his  Majefty  was  then  priibner  in 
Carifbrook  caflile,  and  met  there  with  Mrs.  Dorbthy 
Oflx)rn,  daughter  to  Sir  Peter  Ofborn,  then  Gover- 
nor of  Guernfey  for  the  King,  who  was  going  with 
her  brother  to  their  father  at  St.  Maloes  j  he  made 
that  jpuhiey  with  them,  and  there  began  an  amour 
with  that  young  lady,  whijch  lalted  feven  years,  and 
then  ended  in  a  happy  marriage.  He  paflcd  two  years 
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in  France,  learned  French  perfedly,  and  foon  after 
made  a  tour  into  Holland,  Flanders,  and  Germany^ 
in  which  he  grew  as  perfect  a  mailer  of  Spanifli,  and^ 
after  his  return  in  1654,  he  married  Mrs.  Ofbom^ 
and,  during  the  ufurpation,  paflcd  his  time  privately 
with  his  father,  two  brothers  and  a  lifter,  then  in  Ire- 
land, all  happy  in  that  perfed  kindnefs  and  agree* 
ment  which  has  been  fo  often  taken  notice  of  in 
their  family. 

The  five  years  he  lived  there  were  Ipent  chiefly 
in  his  clofet,  in  improving  himfelf  in  hiftory  and 
philofophy^  and  at  that  time  he  had  five  children, 
which  he  buried  there.  He  refufed  all  ibiicicationa 
of  entering  into  any  employment  under  the  ufiirper, 
and,  at  the  happy  relloration  in  1660,  was  chofen 
member  of  the  Convention  in  Ireland  •,  and  whilft 
every  body  was  vying,  who  (hould  make  moft  court 
to  the  King,  a  pole  bill  was  read.  Though  he  an4 
many  others  thought  it  to  the  height  of  what  the  na- 
tion could  bear,  the  Lords  Jullices,  whilft  it  was  de- 
bating, fent  a  melTage  to  the  houfe,  to  defire  it 
might  be  doubled ;  which,  amongft  a  great  many  that 
difliked  it.  Sir  William  Temple  only  oppofed, 
though  the  reft  afterwards  joined  with  him :  the 
Lords  Juftices,  that  heard  whence  the  difficulty  came, 
fent  fome  to  reafon  it  with  him ;  his  anfwer  was,  that 
he  had  nothing  to  fay  to  it  out  of  the  houie ;  where 
they  chofe  a  time  to  pafs  it  in  his  abfence.  This 
made  a  great  deal  of  talk,  and  brought  him  into 
more  converfation  and  bufinefs,  than  he  had  been 
ufed  to  in  that  country. 

After  this  a  Parliament  was  called  there,  and  he 
chofen,  with  his  father,  for  the  county  of  Caflow^ 
and  often  turned  the  houfe  in  their  warmeft  debates, 
by  never  entering  into  any  of  their  parties  and  fac- 
tions, not  minding  whom  he  angered,  or  pleafed. 
In  1662,  he  was  chofen  one  of  the  Commiflioners 
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t<i  be  fent  from  that  Parliament  to  the  King,  and  then 
Mraited  on  the  new  Lord-Lieutenant  the  Duke  of  Or- 
niond:  foon  after,  he  returned  into  Ireland,  but  with 
tic  relblution  of  quitting  that  kingdom,  and  remov- 
ing his  family  into  England:  at  his  return  he  began 
tx>  obfervc  a  very  different  countenance  in  the  Duke 
^f  Onnond,  from  what  he  had  found  before,   and 
ihon  grew  to  have  fo  much  fhare  in  his  kindnefs  and 
cftecm,    that  the  Duke  complained  to  him,  that  he 
was  the  only  man  in  Ireland,  that  had  never  afked 
him  any  thing ;  and,  when  he  told  him  his  deiign  of 
carrying  his  family  into  England,  faid,  he  fhould  at 
Icaft  give  him  leave  to  write  in  his  favour  to  the  two 
great  Minifters,  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  Earl  of 
Arlington  s  and  diditfo  much  to  his  advantage,  that 
his  recommendation  gave  Sir  Wi  lliam  Temple  the 
firft  entrance  into  their  good  graces,  and  the  good 
opinion  of  the  King ;  which  he  made  no  other  uie 
of,  than  to  tell  Lord  Arlington,  then  Secretary  of 
State,  that  if  his  Majefty  had  any  employment  abroad, 
which  he  thought  fuch  a  man  as  he  capable  of  ferv- 
ing  him  in,  he  fhould  be  very  happy  in  it,   but  de- 
fired,  it  might  not  carry  him  into  the  northern  cli- 
mates, which  he  had  a  great  averfion  to :  Lord  Ar- 
lington faid,  he  was  forry  for  it,  becaufe  there  was 
at  that  time  no  other  undifpofedof,  but  that  of  going 
Envoy  to  Sweden. 

In  1665,  about  the  beginning  of  the  firfi  Dutch 
war.  Lord  Arlington  fent  a  meffenger  to  him  to  come 
immediately  to  his  houfe  *,  which  he  did,  and  found 
his  bufinefs  was  to  tell  him,  the  King  had  occafion  to 
fend  one  abroad  upon  an  affair  of  the  greateft  truft 
and  importance,  and  that  he  had  refolved  to  make 
him  the  firfl  offer  of  it,  but  that  he  muft  know  pre- 
fently  whether  'he  would  accept  of  it,  or  no,  with- 
out telling  him  what  it  was,  and  be  content  to  go 
in  three  or  four  days,  without  faying  more  of  it  to 
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any  of  his  friends  :  after  having  confidered  a  little^' 
he  told  my  Loi'd,  he  took  him  to  be  his  friend,  and, 
fincc  he  muft  confult  with  no  bodyelfe,  would  bead- 
vifed  by  him:  he  faid,  his  advice  was,  that  he  fhould 
not  refufe  it,  whether  he  liked  it  or  no,  as  an  entrance 
into  his  Majefty*s  fervice,  and  the  way  to  fomething 
he  might  like  better ;  and  then  told  him,  it  was  to 
go  to  the  Bifliop  of  Munfter,  and  conclude  a  treaty 
between  the  King  and  him,  by  which  the  Bifhop 
fhould  be  obliged,  upon  receiving  a  certain  fum  of 
money,  to  enter  immediately  with  his  Majefty  into 
the  war  with  Holland.  In  July  he  began  his  jour- 
ney to  CodVclt,  and  not  long  after  the  fecret  came 
but,  that  he  had  in  very  few  days  concluded  and 
figned  the  treaty  there,  in  which  his  perfeft  know- 
ledge in  Latih,  which  he  had  retained,  was  of  no 
little  advantage  to  him,  the  Bifhop  converfing  in  no 
other  language.  After  figning  the  treaty,  he  went 
to  Bruflels,  faw  the  firft  payment  made,  and  received 
the  news  that  the  Bifhop  was  in  the  field,  by  which 
this  negotiation  began  firft:  to  be  difcovered  •,  but  no 
body  fulpefted  the  part  he  bad  in  it,  who  continued 
privately  at  Bruflels  till  it  was  whifpered  to  the  Mar- 
quis Caftel-Rodrigo  their  Governor,  that  he  came 
upon  lbrr*e  particular  errand  (which  he  was  then  at 
liberty  to  own)  who  thereupon  fent  to  defire  his  ac- 
quaintance, and  that  he  might  fee  him  \rt  private, 
to  which  he  eafily  confented.  Soon  after- a  commif- 
fion  was  fent  him  to  be  Refident  at  Bruflels  (which  he 
had  wiflied  for  in  his  travels  thither  fo  many  years 
before)  with  a  patent  for  a  Baronet. 

In  April  1666,  Sir  William  Temple  fent  for 
his  family  into  Flanders,  but  before  their  arrival  was 
polled  again  into  Munfl:er,  to  prevent  the  Bifl^op*s 
making  peace  with  the  Dutch,  which  he  threatened  ta 
do,  upon  the  ill  payments  from  England,  and  figned 
it  at  Clcve  the  very  night  Sir  .William*  Temple 
came  to  Munfter  s  who,  finding  nothing  was  to  be 
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done,  prefently  returned  t;o  Brufleh,  where  he  paffed 
•one  year  with  great  pleafure  and  fatisfadlion  :  before 
tiie^nd  of  it  the  peace  with  the  Dutch  was  concluded 
at  Breda;-  and  the  Ipring  after,  in  1667,  a  new  war 
broke  out  between  France  and  Spain,  which  began 
Ay  the  French  feizing  feveral  towns  in  Flanders  be- 
fore they  had  time  or  warning  enough  to  make  any 
refiftance ;  by  which  they  fell  lb  faft  into  their  hands 
that  Bruflels  was  alarmed  at  their  near  approaches, 
and  Sir  William  Templk,  knowing  that  they  had 
not  fufficient  troops  to  defend  the  town,  fent  his  La- 
dy and  family  into  England,  but  ftaid  there  with  his 
fifter  till  Chriftmas  following,  when  the  King  fent 
for  him  to  come  over  privately,  and  with  orders  to 
paft  through' Holland,  and  make  Monfieur  De  Witt 
a  vifit  in  the  way,  which  produced  the  great  nego- 
tiation of  the  triple  alliance.  Upon  which,  in  five 
days  after  his  arrival  at  Court,  he  was  difpatched 
back  to  the  Hague,  and  in  as  many  he  concluded 
that  famous  treaty  between  England,  Sweden,  and 
Holland,  fo  furprifing  at  that  time,  and  fo  much  ap- 
plauded ;  and  with  this  began  a  truft  and  confidence 
between  him  and  Monfieur  de  Witt,  from  the  ex- 
perience, as  well  as  affurance  of  truth  and  fairnefs 
in  their  dealings  on  both  fides,  which  helped  much  to 
the  eafe  and  difpatch  of  thofe  they  were  engaged  in. 
After  the  ratifications  were  over,  he  had  orders  to  re- 
turn to  Bruffels,  and  endeavour  to  prevail  with  the 
Spaniards  to  confent  to  a  peace,  with  France,  which 
was  treated  the  next  lummer,  in  1 668,  at  Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle,  whither  he  was  fent  Ambaflador  extraordinary 
and  Mediator,  and  with  his  collegue  Sir  Lionel  Jen- 
kins, after  many  difficulties  and  delays,  at  laft  brought 
it  to  a  happy  conclufion. 

Soon  after,  he  was  fent  Ambaflador  extraordinary 
to  the  States  General,  with  inftruftions  to  confirm 
the  triple  alliance,  and  folicit  the  Emperor  and  Ger- 
man Princes,  by  their  Minifters,  to  enter  into  it;  and 
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being  the  iirft  Englifh  AmbafTador,  that  had  been 
there  fince  King  James's  time,  he  was  received  and 
diftinguJlhed  by  all  marks  of  regard  and  efteem  they 
could  exprefs  for  his  charafter  and  perfon  •,  and,  bjr 
the  good  opinion  he  had  gained,  was  able  to  bring 
the  States  into  fuch  meafures,  as,  M.  de  Witt  faid 
he*  was  fure,  was  not  in  the  power  of  any  other  man 
to  do :  he  lived  in  confidence  with  that  great  Minif- 
ter,  by  order  from  the  King,  and  in  conftant  andfami- 
liar  con verfation  with  the  Prince  of  Orange,  then  eigh- 
teen years  old ;  than  which  no  man  could  have  a  more 
difficult  part  to  aft  -,  and  hecompaffed  the  chief  defign 
of  his  embafly,  in  engaging  the  Emperor  and  Spain 
in  the  meafures  that  were  then  defired  :  but  in  this 
time  happened  Madam's  journey  into  England,  fo 
well  known  to  have  changed  them  all ;  and  though 
he  had  obferved  a  difpofition  in  the  Court  before,  to 
complain  of  the  Dutch  upon  fmall  occafions,  very 
unlike  what  he  left  it  in,  yet  fufpefted  nothing  till 
Lord  Arlington,  in  September  1669,  hurried  him 
over,  by  telling  him,  as  foon  as  he  received  his  letter 
he  Ihould  put  his  foot  into  the  ftirrup.  When  he 
came  to  him,  whom  he  always  faw  the  firft,  and 
thought  he  had  never  more  reafon  to  make  hafte,  he 
found  he  had  not  one  word  to  fay  to  him  ;  and,  af- 
ter making  him  wait  a  great  while,  only  alked  him 
feveral  indifferent  queftions  about  his  journey,  and  he 
was  received  next  day  as  coldly  by  the  King.  The  fe- 
cret  foon  came  out,  and  Sir  William  Temple  was 
preffed  to  return  to  the  Hague,  and  make  way  for  a 
war  with  Holland,  with  which,  lefs  than  two  years 
before,  he  had  been  fo  much  applauded  for  having 
made  fo  ftrift  an  alliance  -,  but  he  excufed  himfelf 
from  having  any  fhare  in  it,  which  fo  much  provoked 
the  Lord  Treasurer  Clifford,  that  he  refufed  to  pay 
him  an  arrear  of  two  thoufand  pounds,  due  from  his 
embafly.  All  this  pafTed  without  unkindnefs  from 
the  King;  but  my  Lord  Arlington's  ufage,  fo  unlike 
3  the 
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the  fiiendfhip  he  had  profefTcd,  was  refentcd  by  Sir 
William  Temple. 

He  now  retired  to  a  houfe  he  had  purchafed  at 
Sbene,  near  Richmond  *,  and,  in  this  interval  of  his 
Icifure  and  retreat,  writ  his  Obfervations  on  the  United 
^cnnnces^  and  one  part  of  his  Mtfcellanies. 

About  the  end  of  the  fummer,  1673,  the  King 
crowing  weary  of  the  fecond  Dutch  war,  which  was 
fiked  by  few  at  Court,  and  none  any  where  elfe,  lent 
for  3ir  William  Temple,  who  was  ever  wanted 
upon  that  occaflon,  to  go  into  Holland  and  conclude 
die  peace ;  towards  which  overtures  began  now  to 
be  made  on  both  (ides  s  but,  powers  having  been  fent 
at  this  time  from  thence  to  the  Marquis  de  Frefno 
cfae  Spanilh  Ambaflador  at  London,  Sir  William 
Temple  was  ordered  to  treat  it  with  him^  and  in 
direc  days  it  was  concluded,  and  the  point  of  the  flag 
carried,  that  had  been  fo  long  contelled.  Upon  this 
I/ird  Arlington  offered  him  the  embafiy  into  Spain, 
which,  for  want  of  his  father's  confent,  who  was  then 
old  and  infirm,  he  refufed  -,  and,  foon  after,  the  place 
of  Secretary  of  State,  for  want  of  fix  thoufand 
pounds,  which  he  was  to  lay  down  for  it,  and  could 
not  (pare. 

In  June,  1674,  he  was  again  fent  Ambaflador  in- 
to Holland,  with  offer  of  the  King's  mediation  be- 
tween France  and  the  Confederates,  then  at  war; 
which  was  not  long  after  accepted  ;  and  Lord  Berke- 
ley, Sir  William  Temple,  and  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins, 
were  declared  Ambafiadors  and  Mediators,  and 
^9[imeguen  (which  he  had  propofed)  was  confented 
to  at  laft  by  all  parties  to  be  the  place  of  treaty.  Dur- 
ing his  ftay  at  the  Hague,  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
who  was  fond  of  fpeaking  Englifti,  and  of  their  plain 
way  of  eating,  conftantly  dined  and  fupped  once 
or  twice  a  week  at  his  houfe,  who  thereby  grew  fo 
much  into  the  Prince's  efteem  and  confidence,  as  gave 
turn  fo  great  a  part  in  that  confiderable  affair  of  his  • 
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marriage  with  Lady  Mary,  fo  well '  known  in  the 

worJci,  and  fo  particularly  related  in  his  Memoirs. 
One  advantage  he  made  ot.  it  from  an  accident,  thaL 
then  happened,  may  be  worth  mentioning,  becauie 
he  reckoned  it  himfelf  amongft  the  good  fortunes 
of  his.  life.  There  were  five  Engliftimen  taken  and 
brought  to  the  Hague  whilft  he  was  there,  and  in 
the  Prince's  abfence,  who  were  immediately  tried, 
and  condemned  by  a  council  of  war,  for  deferting 
their  colours  :  fome  of  his  fervants  had  the  curiofity 
to  vifit  their  unfortunate  countrymen,  and  came 
home  with  a  deplorable  ftory,  that,  by  what  they 
had  heard,  it  feemed  to  be  a  miftake  -,  and  that  they 
were  all  like  to  die  innocent;  but,  however,  that  it  was 
without  remedy,  that  their  graves  were  digging,  and 
they  were  to  be  fhot  next  morning.  Sir  William 
Temple  left  nothing  unattempted  to  prevent  their 
fuddcn  execution,  and  fcnt  to  the  officers  to  threaten 
them,  that  he  would  complain  firft  to  the  Prince,  and 
then  to  the  King,  wlio,  he  was  fure,  would  demand 
reparation,  if  fo  many  of  his  fubjefts  fuftered  unjuft- 
ly  :  but  nothing  would  move  them,  till  he  made  it 
his  hft  requcil  to  reprieve  them  one  day,  in  which 
the  Prince  happt^ncd  to  come  within  reach  of  return- 
ing an  anfvNcr  to  a  meliage  he  fent;  upon  which 
they  were  releafed.  llie  firft  thing  they  did  was  to 
go  and  fee  their  graves,  and  the  next  to  come  and 
thank  Sir  William  li  mim.k  upon  their  knees. 

In  July  1 676,  he  removed  his  family  to  Nimeguen, 
where  he  paifed  that  year  without  making  any  pro- 
grefs  in  tlie  treaty,  that  from  feveral  accidents  was 
then  a:  a  frand  •,  and,  the  year  after,  his  fon  was  fent 
over  with  letters  from  my  Lord  Treafurer  to  order 
him  to  return  and  fuccced  Mr.  Coventry  in  his  place 
of  Secretary  of  State,  which  he  made  fome  difficulties 
of  rcfis^ning,  unlcfs  he  had  leave  to  name  his  fuccef- 
for ;  which  the  King  refufed,  and  fell  into  an  ill  hu- 
mour upon  it.  Sir  William  Temple,  who  was  not 
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fond  of  the  change,  defired  his  Majefty  to  let  it  alone 
till  all  parties  were  agreed,  and  the  treaty,  he  was 
then  engaged  in,  concluded,  to  which  he  did  not  re- 
turn that  year.     About  this  time,  the  Prince  of  O- 
range,  having  the  King's  leave  to  come  over,  foon 
after  married  Lady  Mary  ;  and  from  this  happened 
another  occafion  of  unkindnefs  between  Lord  Arling^ 
ton  and  him ;    my  Lord  Treafurer,   who  was  relat- 
ed to  Sir  William  Temple's  Lady,  and  he  being 
only  in  the  fecret  of  all  that  affair  ;  upon  which  Lord 
Arlington  faid  a  very  good  thing,  though  not  in  very 
good  humour.  That  fome  things  were  lb  ill  in  them- 
felves,  that  the  manner  of  doing  them  could  not  mend 
them,  and  others  fo  good,  that  the  manner,  they  were 
done  in,  could  not  fpoil  them  ;  and  that  the  Prince 
of  Orange's  match  was  of  the  laft  fort.  Lord  Arling- 
ton's coldnefs  to  Sir  William  Temple  began  from 
his  early  acquaintance  with  the  Lord  Treafurer  (they 
having  travelled  young  together)  and  his  relation  to 
him  by  marriage  ;  and  he  being  now  chief  Minifter 
in  Lord  Arlington's  room,  and  they  two  living  in  the 
laft  degree  of  ill  intelligence  with  one  another,  it  was 
impoflible  to  keep  the  favour  of  both  thefe  great  men, 
which  was  the  true  reafon  of  Lord  Arlington's  falling 
out  with  him,  with  whom,  from  circumllances  better 
forgot  than  repeated,  he  could  not  afterwards  live 
well.     After  the  Prince  and  Princefs  were  gone  into 
Holland,  the  inclination  at  Court  always  leaning  to- 
wards  France,  the  King  would  have  engaged  Sir 
William  Temple  in  fome  negotiations  with  that 
crown,   fo  contrary  to  thofe  he  had  been  before  con- 
cerned in,  and  which  he  was  fo  ill  fatisfied  with,  that 
he  offered  to  give  up  his  pretenfions  to  the  Secretary's 
place,  which  he  defired  my  Lord  Treafurer  to  ac- 
quaint his  Majefty  with,  and  fo  went  to  Shene  with 
the  hopes  of  being  taken  at  his  word,  growing  very 
weary,  as  Monfieur  de  Witt  ufed  to  exprefs  it,  of  the 
perpetual  fludtuation  he  had  obfervcd  in  all  our  coun- 
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fcls  fmce  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign.  But,  upon  difcove^ 
ry  of  the  French  defigns  not  to  evacuate  the  Spanifli 
towns  agreed  on  by  the  treaty  to  be  delivered  up,  the. 
King  commanded  him  to  go  upon  a  third  embafly  to 
the  States,  whith  whom  he  concluded  a  treaty,  by 
which  England  was  engaged,  upon  the  refufal  of  the 
French  to  evacuate  the  towns  in  forty  days,  to  de- 
clare immediate  war  with  France :  but,  before  half 
that  time  was  run  out,  one  De  Crofs  was  fent  from 
our  Court  into  Holland,  upon  an  errand  that  damp* 
cd  all  the  good  humour  that  treaty  had  given  them 
there,  and  the  life  it  had  put  into  all  their  affairs  \  and 
fuch  iudden  and  furprifing  changes  in  our  own,  which 
Sir  William  Temple  had  fecn  too  often  to  be  a- 
ftonilhed  at,  gave  him  a  diftafte  to  all  public  employ- 
ments. 

In  1679,  he  went  back  to  Nimeguen,  where  the 
French  delayed  figning  the  treaty  to  the  laft  hour ; 
which  after  he  had  concluded,  he  returned  to  the 
Hague,  from  whence  he  was  foon  fent  for  to  enter 
upon  the  Secretary's  place,  which  Mr.  Coventry  was 
at  laft  refolved  to  part  with,  and  my  Lord  Sunder- 
knd,  who  was  newly  come  into  the  other,  prefled 
him  with  {o  much  earneftnefs  to  accept  of.  He  very 
unwillingly  obeyed  his  Majefty*s  commands  to  come 
over,  having  long  had  at  heart  a  vifit  he  had  promifed 
to  make  the  Great  Duke,  as  foon  as  his  embaffy  was 
ended  ;  having  begun  a  particular  acquaintance  with 
him  in  England,  and  kept  up  a  correspondence  ever 
fincc.  Befides,  having  fo  ill  fucceeded  in  the  defigns 
(which  no  man  ever  more  fteadily  purfued  in  the 
courfe  of  his  employments)  of  doing  his  country  the 
bcft  fervice,  and  advancing  its  honour  and  greatnefs 
to  the  height  he  thought  it  capable  of  being  raifed  to, 
he  refolved  to  aflc  leave  of  the  King  to  retire  ;  and  in- 
deed no  body  could  have  engaged  in  public  affairs 
with  a  worfe  profpeft  than  there  was  at  this  time,  or 
in  a  more  unpleafant  fcene  \  the  Popifh  plot  being 
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aenly  broke  cmt,  which  the  King  believed  iK>thing 
of,  the  people  frighted,  and  the  Parliament  violent  in 
Jthe  profecution  of  it.  In  this  melancholy  pofture  of 
affairs.  Sir  William  Temple  came  to  Court,  as  all 
liis  friends  hoped,  with  the  defi^  of  entering  upon  the 
Secretary's  place,  which  he  made  a  difficulty  of,  be* 
caufe  he  was  not  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and 
thought  the  public  bufinefs  would  fufFer  thereby  in 
ib  critical  a  time,  in  which  the  contefts  run  fo  high 
between  the  two  parties,  that  the  King  thought  fit  to 
fend  the  Duke  into  Flanders,  and  the  Parliament  to 
put  my  Lord  Treafurer  into  the  Tower.  After  this 
his  Majefty  again  prefled  Sir  William  Temple  to  be 
Secretary  of  State,  ufing  this  argument.  That  he  had 
now  no  body  to  confult  with  at  a  time  that  he  wanted 
the  beft  advice.  That  which  Sir  William  Temple 
gave  him  was,  to  truft  his  affairs  no  more  in  any  one 
hand,  but  chufe  fo  many  men  as  he  pleafed  for  his 
Privy  Council,  whom  he  Ihould  wholly  trufl  and  ad* 
vife  with  •,  which  in  few  days  the  King  confented  to, 
and  the  choice  of  the  perfons  was  wholly  concerted 
between  his  Majefty  and  Sir  William  Temple, 
who  had  leave  next  day  to  acquaint  the  Lord  Chan*^ 
cellor.  Lord  Sunderland,  and  Lord  Eflex  with  it ;  who 
all  approved  of  the  refolution,  but  thought  it  the 
greatcft  point  that  ever  was  gained  by  any  Minifter  t 
and,  three  days  after  the  old  council  was  diflblved, 
this  new  one  was  eftablifhed,  of  which  Sir  William 
Temple  was  one. 

In  1 680,  the  councils  began  again  to  be  changed, 
upon  the  King's  having  been  very  ill  the  end  of  the 
fummer  •,  and  the  Duke's  returning  privately  to 
Court,  and  his  treatment  from  fome  of  thofe  perfons, 
whom,  from  the  King's  diflike,  if  not  averfion  to, 
he  found  fo  difficult  to  bring  into  his  favour  and  bu- 
finefs, gave  him  a  frefh  diflafte  to  Court  and  councils, 
whither  he  feldom  went  •,  the  particulars  of  which  are 
publiflicd  in  the  Third  Part  of  the  Memoirs,  that 
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were  only  written  (as  he  exprefled  it  in  the  original, 
now  io  the  hands  of  one  of  his  family)  for  the  private 
litisfadtion  of  his  friends. 

Soon  after  this,  the  King  fent  for  Sir  William 
Temple  again,  and  propofed  his  going  Ambaflador 
inco  Spain,  and  give  credit  to  an  alUance  pretended  to 
be  made  with  that  crown,  againft  the  meeting  of  the 
Parliament ;  upon  which  the  French  Ambalfadors, 
much  diiTdtisfied,  faid,  it  was  enough  to  give  vigour 
to  the  Spanifh  monarchy.  V\  hen  his  equipage  was 
almoil  ready,  and  part  of  the  money  for  it  paid,  the 
King  changed  his  mind,  and  told  him,  he  would  have 
him  defer  his  journey  till  the  end  of  the  feflions  of 
Parliament,  of  v/hich  he  was  chofen  a  member  for 
the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  and  in  which  the  fac- 
tions run  fo  high,  that  he  law  it  impoflible  to  bring 
them  to  any  temper.  The  Duke  was  fent  into  Scot- 
land ;  that  would  not  fatisfy  them,  nor  any  thing 
Jbuc  a  bill  of  exclufion,  againft  which  he  always  de- 
clared himfeif,  being  a  legal  man,  and  faid,  his  en- 
deavours fhould  ever  be  to  unite  the  Royal  Family, 
but  that  he  would  never  enter  into  any  counfels  to 
divide  them.  This  famous  bill  after  long  contefts 
was  thrown  out,  and  the  Parliament  diflblved  ;  and 
ic  was  upon  his  Majefty's  taking  this  refolution  with- 
out the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  contrary  to 
what  he  had  promiled,  that  Sir  William  Temple 
fpoke  fo  boldly  there,  and  was  fo  ill  ufed  for  taking 
that  liberty,  by  fomc  of  thofe  friends  who  had  been 
moft  earneft  in  promoting  the  laft  change.  Upon 
this  he  grew  quite  tired  with  public  bufineis,  refufed 
the  offer  he  had  of  fcrving  again  for  the  univerfity 
in  the  next  Parliament,  that  was  foon  after  called 
and  met  at  Oxford,  and  was  uneafy  with  the  name 
of  a  Privy  Counfcllor,  which  he  loon  got  rid  of; 
and  the  Duke  being  returned,  and  all  the  councils 
changed,  Lord  Sunderland's,  Effex's,  and  Sir  Wil^ 
iLi.^M  Temple's  names  were  by  the  King's  grder  ^l 
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Ifruck  out  of  the  Council-book  together  ;    upon 
-which  he  took  occafion  to  fend  the  King  word,  That 
ic  would  liVe:th^  reft  of  his  life  as  good  a  fubjeft  as 
any  in  his  kingdoms,   but  never  more  meddle  with 
public  affairs  :  the  King  aflfured  him  that  he  was  not 
at  all. angry  j-and  though  he  lived  from  that  time 
at  Shene  till  1685,  without  ever  feeing  the"town  or 
Court,  and  had  the  privilege  of  returning  no  vifits 
that  were  made  from  thence  by  perfons  of  the  beft 
Quality  and  fortune,  who   during  thofe  five  years 
fi-equented  his  hbufe  and  table,  yet  he  never  failed  of 
waiting  on'  his  Majefty  whenever  he  came  into  the 
neighbourhood,  and  no  body  was  better  received  by 
his  own  mafter  whilft  he  lived,  and  by  King  James 
afterwards,  who  often  turned  the  whole  conyerfation 
to  him,  as  foon  as  he  entered  the  room  at  Richmond. 
About  this  time  his  only  fon  Mr.  Temple  (and 
the  only  child  he  Had  now  left,  -having  a  few  years 
before  loft  his  favourite  daughter  Diana  of  the  fmall- 
pox  at  fourteen  years  of  age)  was  married  in  France 
to  Mademoifelle  Rambouillet,  a  rich  heirefs,  and 
only  daughter  of  Monfieur  Dupleflis  a  French  Pro- 
teftant  of  a  very  good  family,  a  young  Lady  very 
eminent  then  for  her  rare  accomplilhments  of  body 
and  mind,  and  more  fo  fince  for  her  great  piety  and 
charity,  with  whom  he  lived  near  four  years  very  hap- 
pily, and  at  his  death  (that  was  a  cruel  blow  to  his 
father,  in  depriving  him  of  fuch  an  only  heir  of  his 
parts  and  virtues,  as  well  as  his  fortune)  he  left  only 
two  daughters,  that  are  now  living,  the  eldeft  of 
which  is  married  to  Mr.  John  Temple,  younger  fon  to 
Sir  John  Temple  who  was  Sir  William  Temple's 
fecond  brother,  and  eflcemed  one  of  the  beft  lawyers 
in  Ireland,  and  had  been  Solicitor  and  Attorney  Ge- 
neral there  many  years  ;  to  whom  Archbifhop  Shel- 
don made  a  Angular  compliment,  that  he  had  the 
curfeof  thegofpel,  becaulc  all  men  fpoke  well  of  him. 
Mr.  Temple's  youngeft  daughter  is  married  to  Mr. 

Nicholas 
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Nicholas  fiacon  of  Shrubland  in  the  county  of  Sufw 
folk. 

Sir  William  Temple  continued  a  year  at  Shei^ 
and,  having  purchafed  a  fmaJl  feat  called  Moor  Park» 
near  Farnham  in  Surrey,  which  he  took  a  great  fancy 
to  for  its  folitude  and  retirement,  and  the  healthy  and 
pleafant  fituacion,  and  l3eing  much  afflided  with  the 
gout,  and  broken  with  age  and  infirmities,  he  refolv- 
ed  CO  pafs  the  remainder  of  his  life  there,  and  in  No^ 
vcmber,  1686,  in  his  way  thither,  waited  on  Kins 
James,  then  at  Windfor,  and  begged  his  favour  anl 
protection  to  one  that  would  always  live  a  good  fub- 
jcft,  but,  whatever  happened,  never  enter  again  upon 
any  public  employment,  and  defired  his  Majefiy  ne- 
ver to  give  credit  to  whatever  he  might  hear  to  the 
contrary  :  the  King,  who  ufed  to  fay.  Sir  William 
Temple's  chara6ter  was  always  to  be  believed,  pro- 
mifed  him  what  he  defired,  made  him  fome  reproaches 
for  not  coming  into  his  fervice,  which  he  faid  was  hia 
own  fault,  and  kept  his  word  as  faithfully  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam Temple,  as  he  did  to  his  Majefty  during  the 
furprifing  turn  of  affairs  that  foon  after  followed  by 
the  Prince  of  Orange's  coming  over,  which,  what- 
ever  people  may  fu^eft,  was  fo  great  a  fecret  to  him, 
that  there  is  nothing  furer,  than  that  he  was  not  only 
wholly  unacquainted  with  it,  but  one  of  the  laft 
men  in  England  that  believed  it. 

At  the  time  of  this  happy  revolution  in  1688, 
Moor  Park  growing  unfafe  by  lying  in  the  way  of 
both  armies,  he  went  back  to  the  houfe  he  had  given 
up  to  his  fon  at  Shene,  who  had  been  very  uneafy  at 
being  denied  the  leave  he  had  fo  impatiently  begged 
of  his  father,  to  go  and  meet  the  Prince  of  Orange  at 
his  landing,  which,  in  telling  his  principles  of  never 
engaging  in  any  thing  that  feemed  to  divide  the  Royal 
Family,  I  have  already  given  the  beft  and  trueft  rea- 
fon  of.  After  King  James's  abdication,  and  the 
Prince's  arrival  at  Windfor,  Sir  William  Temple 
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went  to  wait  upon  his  Highneis,  and  carried  his  fbn  ^ 

the  Prince  prdTed  him  to  enter  into  liis  fervice,  and 

to  be  Sccretarjr  of  State  ;  faid,  it  was  in  kindncfs  to 

Hm  that  he  had  not  been  acquainted  with  his  de- 

£gn ;  came  to  him  two  or  three  times  at  Shene,  and 

>  ieveral  of  his  friends  made  him  very  uneafy,  in  laying 

to  his  heart  how  much  the  Prince  (who  was  his  friend) 

his  country^  and  his  religion,  iqufl  fuffer  by  his  obfti- 

sate  refufal  to  engage  in  their  defence,  that  muft  give 

the  world  an  ill  opinion  of  this  great  undertaking, 

and  make  them  miftruft  fome  ill  defign  at  the  bottom, 

winch  a  man  oi  his  truth  and  honour  did  not  care  to 

be  concerned  in :  and,  though  he  continued  unfhakea 

in  bis  reiblutions,  and  very  firm  in  keeping  the  pro-* 

mife  he  had  made  King  James,  that  was  mentioned 

before,  yet  he  was  very  fenfible  of  the  trouble  and 

uneafinefs  the  Prince  and  all  his  friends  exprefied  at 

it,  and  was  the  gladder  to  return  to  his  retirement  at 

Moor  Park,  about  the  end  of  the  year  1689,  to  be 

out  of  the    way  of  any  more  folicitations  of  that 

kind. 

From  that  time  he  turned  himfelf  wholly  to  the 
cares  and  amufements  of  a  country  life,  iaw  little 
company  in  a  place  fo  defolate,  had  the  honour  of 
being  often  confulted  by  King  William  in  fome  of 
his  fecret  and  important  affairs,  and  of  a  vifit  from 
him  in  his  way  fromWinchefler,  and  ufed  to  wait  up- 
on his  Majefty  at  Richmond  and  Windfor,  where  he 
was  always  very  gracioufly  received  with  that  eafi- 
nefs  and  familiarity,  and  particular  confidence,  that 
had  begun  in  Holland  fo  many  years  before. 

In  1694,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  his  Lady, 
who  was  a  very  extraordinary  woman,  as  well  as  a 
good  wife,  of  whom  nothing  more  need  be  faid  to 
her  advantage,  than  that  fhe  was  not  only  much 
dteemed  by  her  own  friends  and  acquaintance,  fome 
of  whom  were  perfons  of  the  greateft  figure,  but  va- 
lued and  diftinguiihed  by  fuch  good  judges  of  true 

merit 
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merit  as  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  with  whom 
flie  had  the  honour  to  keep  a  conftant  correfpondencc, 
being  juftly  admired  for  her  fine  flyle  and  turn  of  wit 
in  writing  letters,  and  whom  fhe  outlived  about  a 
month ;  the  deep  afflidtion  for  her  Majefty*s  molt 
deplorable  death  having  haftened  her  own.  Sir  Wil- 
li am  Temple  was  then  paft  fixty,  at  which  age  he 
pradlifed  what  he  had  fo  often  declared  to  be  his 
opinion,  that  an  old  man  ought  then  to  conclude 
himfelf  no  longer  of  ufe  in  the  world,  but  to  himfelf 
and  his  friends.  He  lived  four  years  after,  extreme- 
ly afflidted  with  the  gout,  which  at  laft  wore  out  his 
life  -,  and,  with  the  help  of  age  and  a  natural  decay 
of  ftrength  and  fpirits,  ended  it  in  January,  1698, 
in  his  feventieth  year.  He  was  buried  privately  in 
Wcftminfter- Abbey,  according  to  his  direftions  in. 
his  Willi  that  were  in  thefe  words  : 

"  I  do  order  my  body  to  be  interred  in  the  weft 
*'  iflc  of  Wcftminfter- Abbey,  near  thofe  two  dear 
*'  pledges,  my  wife  and  my  daughter.  Diana,  that 
**  lie  there  already  \  and  that,  after  mine  and  my 
*'  fitter  Giffard's  deceafe,  a  large  ftone  of  black 
*'  marble  may  be  fet  up  againft  die  wall,  with  this 
**  infcription  : 

"  Sibifuifque  cbarijfmis^ 

DiANiE  Temple  diletlijfimafiliie^ 

"  DoROTHEi^  OSBOIIN  co7ijpMJiffim^  cofijugt, 

"  Et  MARTHiE  GiFF ARD  oplim^fororiy  • 

"  Hoc  qualecunque  monumentum 

"  Poni  curavit 

*'  GuLiELMus  Temple,  Baronettus. 

This  marble  monument  was  according  to  his  or- 
der fet  up  after  the  Lady  Giffard's  death  in  1722, 
who  refembled  him  in  his  genius,  as  well  as  in  his 
perfon,  and  left  behind  her  the  charafter  of  one  of  the 
beft  and  moft  conftant  friends  in  the  world. 
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A  fhort  CHARACTER  of  him. 

I  Think  nothing  harder  than  to  write-any  body's 
charadher,  and  that  of  a  friend  is  (till  more  diffi-' 
cult :  if  one  tells  truth,  it  is  thought  partiality  ; 
and  if  one  does  not,  it  is  a  real  piece  of  injuftice.     I 
will  try  (by  faying  little)  to  avoid  both  imputations. 

Sir  William  Temple's  perfon  is  beft  known  by 
his  pi£hires  and  prints  :  he  was  rather  tall,  than  low ; 
his  (hape,  when  young,  very  exaft  ;  his  hair  a  dark 
brown,  and  curled  naturally,  and,  whilft  that  was  e-> 
fteemed  a  beauty,  no  body  had  it  in  greater  perfeftion  i 
his  eyes  grey,  but  lively  ;  and  his  body  lean,  but  ex- 
treme aftive,  fo  that  none  acquitted  themfelves  bet- 
ter at  all  forts  of  exercife. 

He.  had  an  extraordinary  fpirit  and  life  in  his  hu** 
mourt  with  fo  agreeable  turns  of  wit  and  fancy  in  his 
convcrfation,  that  no  body  was  welcomer  in  all  forts 
of  company  •,  and  fome  have  obfefved,  th/t  he  never 
had  a  mind  to  make  any  body  kind  to  him,  without 
compafiing  his  defign. 

He  was  an  exad  obferver  of  truth,  thinking  none 
that  had  failed  once  ought  ever  to  be  trufted  again  ; 
of  nice  points  of  honour  -,  of  great  humanity  and 
good  nature,  taking  pleafure  in  making  others  eafy 
and  happy  ;  his  palfions  naturally  warm  and  quick, 
but  tempered  by  reafon  and  thought  j  his  humour 
gay,  but  very  unequal  from  cruel  fits  of  fpleen  and 
melancholy,  being  fubje£t  to  great  damps  from  fud- 
den  changes  of  weather,  but  chiefly  from  the  croflfes 
and  furprifing  turns  in  his  bufinefs,  and  difappoint- 
ments  he  met  with  fo  often  in  his  endeavours  to  con- 
tribute to  the  honour  and  fervice  of  his  country, 
which  he  thought  himfelf  two  or  three  times  fo  near 
compafllng,  that  he  could  not  think  with  patience  of 
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what  had  hindered  it,  or  of  thofe  that  he  thought  had 
been  the  occafion  of  his  difappointments, 

He  never  Teemed  bufy  in  his  greateft  employments^ 
was  a  great  lover  of  liberty,  and  therefore  hated  the 
ji^rvitude  of  courts  *,  (aid  he  could  never  fenre  for 
wages,  nor  be  bufy  (as  one  is  fo  often  there)  to  no 
purpofe ;  and  never  was  wiUing  to  enter  upon  any 
Employment  but  that  of  a  public  Miniftcr. 

He  had  been  a  paflfionate  lover,  was  a  kind  huffaand^ 
1^  fond  and  indulgent  father,  a  good  mafter,  and  l^e 
]fc&  friend  in  the  world  ;  and,  knowing  himfitlf  to  be 
ip,  was  impatient;  of  the  lead  fi,ifpicion  or  jealQufy  from 
thofe  he  loved.  He  was  ever  land  to  the  nsemory  ot 
fhofe  he  had  once  liked  and  efteemed ;  wounded  to  the 
heart  by  griefs  upon  the  many  lofles  of  his.  cbildreo 
and  friends,  till  recovered  by  reafon  and  phik>fophy» 
and  that  perfeA  relignation  to  Almighty  God,  whidi 
he  thought  fo  abfolute  a  part  of  our  duty;  upoa  thofe 
iad  occafions  often  faying,  His  holy  name  be  praiftd: 
His  will  be  done* 

He  was  not  without  ftrong  averfions,  fo  as. to  be 
lineafy  at  the  firii:  fight  of  fome  he  difliked>  and  impa« 
tient  of  their  con verfation  *,  apt  to  be  warm  in  diijputes 
and  expoftulations,  which  made  him  hate  the  one,  and 
avoid  the  other,  which,  he  ufed  to  fay,  might  fi^metimei 
do  well  between  lovers,  but  never  between  friends  i 
he  turned  hi^  converfation  to  what  was  more  eafy  and 
pleafant,  efpccially  at  table,  where,  he  iaid,  ill  hu- 
mour ought  never  to  come,  and  his  agreeable  talk  at 
k,  if  it  had  been  fet  down,  would  have  been  very  en* 
tertaining  to  the  reader,  as  well  as  it  was  to  ib  many 
that  heard  it.  He  had  a  very  familiar  way  of  con^ 
verfing  with  all  forts  of  people,  from  the  greateft 
princes  to  the  meaneft  fervants,  and  even  childm» 
whofe  imperfect  language  and  natural  and  innoceac 
talk  he  was  fond  of^,  and  made  encertainment  out  of. 
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rvery  thing  that  could  afibrd  it :  when  that  he  liked 
beft  failed^  the  next  ierved  etnii^ 

Hb  lived  healthful  till  ft)f'ty-two,  then  began  to  be 
troubled  with  rheums  upon  his  teeth  atnd  eyes,  which 
he  attributed  to  the  air  o{  Holland,  aikf  which  ended^ 
whefthewas-forty-feven,  in  the  gout,  upon  which  hd 
grew  very  melancholy,  being  then  Ambafiador  at  the 
Hague  5  he  faid^  a  man  was  never  good  for  any  thing 
$sher  it ;  and  tho*  he  continued  in  bufineiei  near  three 
years  longer,  'twas  always  with  defign  of  winding  him- 
felf  oat  as  faft  as  he  could ;  and  making  good  his  own 
rukS|That  no  body  Ihould  make  love  after  forty,  not 
be  in  bufinefs  after  fifty  :  and  tho'  from  this  time  he 
had  frequent  returns  of  ill  health,  he  never  cared  to 
confult  phyficians  ;  faying,  he  hdped  to  die  without 
them ;  and  trufted  wholly  to  the  care  and  advice  of 
his  friends,  which  he  often  expreflcd  himfclf  fo  happy 
in,  K  to  want  nothing  but  health  ;  which  fince  riches 
coukl  net  help  him  to,  he  defpifed  them. 

He  was  born  to  a  moderate  eftate,  and  did  not 
much  increafe  it  during  his  employments,  which,  he 
tells  his  fon  in  his  letter  to  him  before  the  fecond  part 
of  his  Memoirs^  '  it  is  fit,  Ihould  contribute  fome- 

*  thing  to  his  entertainment,  fince  they  had  done  fo 

*  little  to  his  fortunes ;  upon  which  he  could  make 

*  him  no  excufe,  fince  it  was  fo  often  in  his  power, 

*  that  it  was  never  in  his  thoughts,  which  were  ever 

*  turned  upon  how  much  lefs  he  wanted,  rather  than 

*  how  much  more.*  And  in  a  fine  ftrain  of  philo- 
ibpliy  he  concludes,    *  If  your's  have  the  fame  turn, 

*  you  will  be  but  too  rich  -,  if  the  contrary,  you  will 

*  be  ever  poor.*  King  Charles  II.  gave  him  the  re- 
vcrfion  or  the  Matter  of  the  Rolls  place  in  Ireland, 
after  his  father,  who  kept  it  during  his  life  ;  and  the 
prefents  made  htm,  in  his  feveral  embafiies,  were 
chiefly  laid  out  in  building  and  planting,  and  in  pur- 
chafing  old  ftatues  and  pi&ures,  that  ttill  remain  in 

C  a  hi? 


xxviii         .     Tl^e  L  IFE  of,  .&c,  ^ 

his  family,  which  were  his  only  expence  or  extrava- 

fance,  but  not  too  great  for  his  income.  Thofe  that 
new  him  little,  thought  him  rich ;  to  whom  he 
ufed  to  anfwer  pleafantly,  that  he  wanted  nothing 
but  an  eflate  ;  and  yet  no  body  was  more  generous 
to  his  friends,  or  more  charitable  to  the  poor,  in 
giving  often,  to  true  objedts  of  charity,  an  hundred 
pounds  at  a  time,  and  fometimes  three  hundred. 

His  religion  was  that  of  the  church  of  England, 
in  which  he  was  born  and  bred  ;  and  how  loofe  fo- 
cver  Bifhop  Burnet,  in  his  Hiftory  of  his  own  times, 
reprefcnts  his  principles  (from  that  common-place 
pi  hearfay  that  runs  through  the  whole,  for  he- was 
not  acquainted  with  Sir  William)  yet  there  is  no 
ground  for  fuch  uncharitable  reflexions  given  in  his 
writings,  in  which  his  excellent  letter  to  the  Coun- 
tefs  ofEflcx  is  a  convincing  proof  both  of  his  piety 
and  eloquence  ;  and  to  diat  pidlure,  drawn  by  him- 
felf  in  his  works,  I  refer  thofe  that  care  cither  ta 
know  or  to  imitate  liim. 
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TH  E  nature  of  man  fcems  to  be  the  fame 
in  all  times  and  places,  but  varied,  like 
their  ftatures,  complexions,  and  features, 
by  the  force  and  influence  of  the  feveral 
climates  where  they  are  born  and  bred  •,  which  pro- 
duce in  them,  by  a  different  mixture  of  die  humours, 
and  operation  of  the  air,  a  different  andunequal  courfe 
ef  imaginations  and  paffions,  and  confequently  of  dif* 
eouries  and  aftions. 

Thefe  diflTerences  incline  men  to  feveral  cuftoms, 
educations,  opinions,  and  laws,  which  form  and  go- 
vern the  feveral  nations  of  the  world,  where  they  are 
AOt  interrupted  by  the  violence  of  fome  force  from 
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•without,  or  fomefa£tion  within,  which,  like  a  great 
blow,  or  a  great  difeafc,  may  either  change  or  deftroy 
the  very  frame  of  a  body ;  though,  if  it  lives  to  reco- 
ver ftrength  and  vigour,  it  commonly  returns  in  time 
to  its  natural  coniiutution,  or  fomething  near  it. 

(I  fpctk  not  of  thofe  changes  and  revolu^ons  of 
State,  or  inftitutions  of  government,  that  are  made 
by  the  more  immediate  and  evident  operation  of 
divine  will  and  providence  \  being  the  themes  of  di- 
vines, and  not  of  common  men  *,  and  the  fubje£bs  of 
^m'fiith,  ttotof  reafon.) 

*  This  may  be  the  caufe  that  the  fame  countries  hare 
generally  in  all  times  been  ufed  to  forms  of  govern- 
ment much  of  a  fort ;  the  fame  nature  ever  continu- 
ing under  the  fame  climate,  and  making  returns  into 
its  old  channel,  though  fometimes  led  out  of  it  by 
perfuaCons^  and  fonoetimcs  beaten  out  by  force. 

Thus  the  more  northern  and  fouthern  nations  (ex- 
tremes, as  they  fay,  ftill  agreeing)  have  ever  lived  un- 
der fingle  and  arbitrary  dominions  •,  as  all  the  regions 
of  Tartary  and  Mufcovy  on  the  one  fide,  and  of  Afric 
and  India  on  the  other  :  while  thofe  under  the  more 
temperate  climates,  efpecially  in  Europe,  have  ever 
been  ufed  to  more  moderate  governments,  running 
antiently  much  into  commonwealths,  and  of  later  ages 
into  principalities  bounded  ^y  l^ws  which  difitr  lefs 
i;i  nature  than  in  name. 

For,  though  the  old  diftin<Stion«  run  otherwife, 
tl^e  fcem  to  be  l^ut  two  gerieral  kinds  (^govenunenc 
iA  the  world;  the  one  exerciied  according  oo  the  ar- 
l^itrary  com^nwds  and  will  of  fomeiingle  perfon  ;  and 
the  other  iKcording  to  ceftwn  orders  or  Itwa  intro* 
duced  by  agreement  or  cuftom,  and  not  to  be  chan-r 
ged  without  the  cpnlent  of  m%nY^ 

But  under  each  of  thefc  aaay  fall  many  mate  par* 
ticular  kinds  than  can  be  redycod  to  the  Gommoii 
beads  of  government  received  in  the  Xcbools.    For 

thofe 
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liKofe  of  the  firO:  fort  differ  according  to  the  difpo- 
iicions  and  humours  of  him  that  rules,  and  of  them 
that  obey :  as  fevers  do  according  to  the  temper  of  the 
perfons,  and  accidents  of  the  feafons«  And  thofe  of 
the  other  fort  differ  according  to  the  qualify  or  num- 
ber of  the  perfons  upon  whom  is  devolved  the  au<^ 
chodty  of  makings  or  power  of  executing,  laws. 

Nor  will  any  man,  that  underftands  the  ftate  of  Po-* 
land,  and  the  United  Provinces,  be  well  able  to  range 
them  under  any  particular  names  of  government  thaC 
have  been  yet  invented. 

The  great  fcenes  of  adtion,  and  fubjeds  of  antient 
ftory,  Greece,  Italy,  and  SicUy,  were  all  divided  into 
imall  commonwealths,  till  fwallowed  up  and  made 
provinces  by  that  mighty  one  of  Rome,  together  with 
Spain,  Gaul,  and  Germany.  Thefe  were  before  com- 
pofed  of  many  fmall  governments,  among  which  the 
ctdqi  were  generally  under  conunonwealths,  and  the 
countries  under  feveral  Princes,  who  were  Generals  in 
their  wars,  but,  in  peace,  lived  without  armies  or 
guards,  or  any  inftruments  of  arbitrary  power;  and 
were  only  chief  of  their  councils,  and  of  thofe  aflem- 
hlics  by  whofe  confultations  and  authority  the  great 
affairs  and  anions  among  them  were  refolved  and  en- 
terpriied. 

Through  all  thefe  regions,  fomeof  thefmaller  States, 
but  chiefly  thofe  of  the  cities,  fell  often  under  tyran- 
nies, which  fpring  naturally  out  of  popular  govern- 
ments; while  the  meaner  fort  of  the  people,  oppref- 
fi^l  or  ill  proteded  by  the  richer  and  greater,  give 
themfclves  up  to  the  conduA  of  fome  one  man  in  chief 
credit  among  them,  and  fubmit  all  to  his  will  and 
diicretioa,  either  running  eafily  from  one  extreme  to 
another,  or  contented  to  fee  thofe,  they  hated  and  fear- 
ed before,  now  in  equal  condition  with  themfelves;  or 
becaufe  a  multitude  is  incapable  of  framing  orders^ 
though  capable  of  conferving  them :  or  that  every 

C  4  man 
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man  comes  to  find  by  experience,  that  confulion  and 
popular  tumults  have  wori'e  efFefts  upon  common  fafc- 
Vf^  than  the  rankeft  tyranny.  For  it  is  eafier  to  pleaie 
the  humour,  and  either  appeafe  or  refill  the  fury,  of 
one  fingle  man,  than  of  a  multitude.  And,  taking 
each  of  them  in  their  extremes,  the  rage  of  a  tyrant 
may  be  like  that  of  fire,  which  confumes  what  itreach-- 
es  but  by  degrees,  and  devouring  one  houfe  after  an- 
other ;  whereas  the  rage  of  people  is  like  that  of  the 
iea,  which,  once  breaking  bounds,  overflows  a  coun*- 
try  with  that  fuddennefs  and  violence,  as  leaves  no 
hopes  either  of  flying  or  refifting,  till,  with  the  change 
of  tides  or  winds,  it  returns  ot  itfclf.  ^ 

•*  The  force  and  variety  of  accidents  is  fo  great,  thac 
it  will  not  perhaps  bear  realbning,  or  inquiry,  how  it 
comes  about  that  fingle  arbitrary  dominion  fee^s  to 
have  been  natural  to  Afiaand  Afric,  and  the  other  fort 
to  Europe.  For  though  Carthage  was  indeed  a  oom- 
mon  wealth  in  Afric,  and  Macedon  a  kingdom  in  Eu- 
rope;  yet  the  firft  was  not  native  of  that  foij  (being  a 
colony  of  the  Tyrians,  as  there  were  fome  other  fmalt 
ones  of  the  Grecians  upon  the  fame  coafts)  and  the 
King  of  Macedon  governed  by  laws,  and  the  confent, 
as  well  as  councils,  of  the  Nobles ;  not,  like  tbo 
Kings  of  Perfia,  by  humour  and  will ;  as  appears  by 
the  event  of  their  quarrel,  while  fo  few  fubjeds  con- 
quered fo  many  flaves. 

Yet  one  reafon  may  be,  that  Sicily,  Greece,  andlta-* 
ly  (which  were  the  regions  of  commonwealths)  were 
planted  thick  with  rich  and  populous  cities  (occafioned 
by  their  being  fo  far  encompaflTed  with  the  fea)  and 
the  vein  of  all  rich  cities  ever  inclines  to  that  kind  of 
government  -,  whether  it  be,  that,  where  many  grow 
rich,  many  grow  to  power,  and  are  harder  to  be  fub- 
jefted  :  or,  where  men  grow  to  great  pofleflions,  they 
grow  more  intent  upon  fafety,  and  therefore  defirc  to 
be  governed  by  laws  and  magiftratcs  of  their  own 

choice, 
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choice,  fearing  all  armed  and  arbitrary  power ;  or  that 
thefhiall  compafs  of  cities  makes  the  eafe  and  conve- 
nience of  aflemblies  and  councils ;  or  that  converfati-* 
oniharpens  men's  wits,  and  makes  too  many  reafon- 
crs  in  matters  of  government. 

The  contrary  of  all  this  happens  in  countries  thin 

inhabited,  and  efpecially  in  vail  campania's,  fuch  as 

are  extended  through  Afia  and  Afric,  where  there 

are  few  cities  befides  what  grow  by  the  refidence  of 

the  Kings  or  their  governors.  The  people  are  poorer» 

and,  having  little  to  lofe,  have  little  to  care  for,  and 

are  lefe  expofed  to  the  defigns  of  power  or  violence. 

The  aflembling  of  pcrfons,  deputed  from  people  at 

great  diftances  one  from  another,  is  trouble  to  them 

that  are  fent,  and  charge  to  them  that  fend.     And, 

where  ambition  and  avarice  have  made  no  entrance, 

the  defire  of  leifure  is  much  more  natural,  than  of 

bufinefs  and  care :  befides,   men  converfing  all  their 

lives  .with  the  woods  and  the  fields,  and  the  herds, 

more  than  with  one  another,  come  to  know  as  little 

as  they  defire  *,  ufe  their  fenfes  a  great  deal  more  than 

their  reafons  ;  examine  not  the  nature  or  the  tenure 

of  power  and  authority;  find  only  they  are  fit  to 

obqr,  becaufe  they  are  not  fit  to  govern ;  and  fo  come 

to  fubmit  to  the  will  of  him  they  found  in  power,  as 

they  do  to  the  will  of  heaven,  and  confider  all  changes 

of  conditions,  that  happen  to  them  under  good  or  bad 

Princes,  like  good  or  ill  feafons,  that  happen  in  the 

weather  and  the  air. 

It  may  be  faid  further,  that,  in  the  more  intem- 
perate climates,  the  fpirits,  either  exhaled  by  heat,  or 
comprefied  by  cold,  are  rendered  faint  and  fluggiih ; 
and  by  that  reafon  the  men  grow  tamer,  and  fitter  for 
fervitude.  That,  in  more  temperate  regions,  the  fpi- 
rits arc  ftronger,  and  more  adlive,  whereby  men  be- 
come bolder  in  the  defence  or  recovery  of  their  liber- 
des. 

3  But 
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But  all  goncrnment  is  a  reftrainc  upon  liberty} 
and,  under  all,  the  dominion  is  equally  abiblute 
where  it  is  in  the  lad  refort. 

So  ths^t  when  men  ieem  to  contend  for  liberty,  it 
is  indeed  but  for  the  change  of  thofe  that  rule,  or  for 
the  forms  of  government  they  have  formerly  been 
ufed  to,  and  (being  grown  weary  of  the  prefent)  now 
begin  to  regret ;  though  when  they  enjoyed  them  it 
was  not  without  fome  preflure  and  complaint.  Nor 
can  it  be,  in  the  other  cafe,  that  when  vaft  numbers 
of  men  fubmit  their  lives  and  fortunes  abfolutely  to 
the  will  of  one,  it  fiiould  be  want  of  heart,  but  muft 
be  force  of  cuftom,  or  opinion,  the  true  ground  and 
foundation  of  all  government,  and  that  which  fub« 
jcfts  power  to  authority.  For  power,  arifmg  from 
ftrength,  is  always  in  thofe  that  are  governed,  who 
are  many  :  but  authority,  arifing  from  opinion,  is  in 
thofe  that  govern,  who  are  few. 

This  diftin£bion  is  plain  in  the  forms  of  the  old 
Roman  State,  where  laws  were  made,  and  reiblutions 
taken,  ausbariiaie  fenaius^  znd  jujfu  fcpuli.  The  fenate 
were  authors  of  all  counfels  in  the  State ;  and  what 
was  by  then)  cofafulted  and  agreed,  was  propofed  to 
the  people,  by  whom  it  was  enaded,  or  comnunded } 
becaufe  in  them  was  the  power  to  make  it  be  obeyecL 
But  the  great  opinion  which  the  people  had  at  firft  of 
the  peribns  of  the  Senators,  and  afterwards  of  their 
families  (which  were  called  Patricians)  gained  eafy  af* 
fent  to  what  was  thus  propofed,  the  authority  of  the 
peribns  adding  great  weight  to  the  reafon  of  the  things. 
And  this  went  fo  far,  that  though  the  choice  of  all 
magiftrates  was  wholly  in  the  people,  yet,  for  a  long 
courfe  of  years,  they  chofe  none  but  Patricians  into 
the  great  ofHces  of  State,  either  civil  or  military.  But 
when  the  people  began  to  lofe  the  general  opinion 
they  had  of  the  Patricians,  or  at  leaft  ib  far  as  to  be* 
licvc  fome  among  themfelves  were  as  able  and  fit,  as 

thefe. 
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tbefi^  to  advife  the  Sute  aad  lead  their  armies^  xhej 
then  pretended  to  ihare  with  the  Senate  in  the  magil^ 
tracy^  and  bring  in  plebeians  to  the  offices  o£  chiefeft 
power  and  dignity.  And  hereupon  began  tho(e  fe* 
ditions  which  So  Jong  diftempered,  and  at  length 
ruined,  that  State. 

AUTHORITY  arifes  from  the  opinion  ofwif- 
doniy  goodnels,  and  valour  in  the  perfons  who  pof* 
ids  it. 

Wifiloai  is  that  which  makes  men  judge  what  are 
the  befter^  and  what  the  befl:  means  to  attain  themi 
luul  gives  a  man  advantage  among  the  weak  and  the 
i^;oGrant9  as  £ght  among  the  blind ;  which  is  that  of 
counfel  and  diredion :  this  gives  authority  to  age 
among  the  younger,  till  thefe  being  at  certain  years 
change  their  opinion  of  the  old,  and  of  themfelves^ 
This  ^ves  it  more  abfolute  to  a  pilot  at  fea,  whom  all 
die  pal^gers  fufier  to  fteer  them  as  he  pleafes. 

Goodnds  is  that  which  makes  men  prefer  their  da« 
tf  and  their  promife,  before  their  paflions  or  their 
ifitereft ;  and  is  properly  the  objed  of  truft :  in  our 
language,  it  goes  rather  by  the  name  of  honefty  \ 
though  what  we  call  an  honeft  man,  the  Romans 
called  a  good  man  :  and  honefty  in  their  language^ 
as  well  as  in  French,  rather  (ignifies  a  compoiition  of 
thoie  qoalities  whidi  generally  acquire  honour  and 
efteem  to  thofe  who  poileis  xhem. 
.  Vaknir,  as  it  gives  awe,  and  promifes  protediont 
to  thofe  who  want  either  heart  or  ftrength  to  defoid 
themfelves :  this  makes  the  authority  of  men  among 
women ;  and  that  of  a  mafter-buck  in  a  numerous 
herd,  though  perhaps  not  ftrong  enough  for  any  two 
of  them ;  but  the  impreiiion  of  fingle  fear  holds  when 
they  are  all  together,  by  the  ignorance  of  umting. 

Eloquence^ 
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Eloquence,  as  it  paffes  for  a  mark  of  wifdomi  beau- 
ty,  of  goodnefs;  and  nobility,  of  valour  (which  was 
its  original )  have  likewife  ever  ibme  efFeft  upon  the 
opinion  of  the  people ;  but  a  very  great  one  when  they 
are  really  joined  with  the  qualities  they  promife  or 
refemble. 

There  is  yet  another  fource  from  which  ufually 
fprings  greater  authority  than  from  all  the  reft  •,  which 
is  the  opinion  of  divine  favour  or  defignation  of  the 
perfons,  or  of  the  races  that  govern.  This  made  the 
Kings  among  the  heathens  ever  derive  themfelves,  or 
jtheir  anceftors,  from  fome  God  \  paffing  thereby  for  he- 
roes, that  is,  perfons  ifiued  from  the  mixture  of  divine 
and  human  race,  and  of  a  middle  nature  between  Gods 
and  men :  others  joined  the  mitre  to  the  crown,  and 
thereby  the  reverence  of  divine,  to  the  refpeft  of  civil 
power.  This  made  the  Caliphs  of  Perfia  and  Egypt, 
and  the  great  Emperors  of  Arabia,  derive  themfelves  by 
feveral  branches  from  their  great  prophet  Mahomet : 
the  Yncas  in  Peru  from  the  Sun  :  and  the  Ottoman 
race  to  be  adored  anuuig  the  Turks,  as  defigned  by 
Heaven  for  perpetual  empire.  And  the  facring  of  the 
Kings  of  France  (as  Loyfel  fays)  is  the  fign  of  their 
fovereign  priefthood,  as  well  as  kingdom ;  and  in  the 
right  thereof  they  are  capable  of  holding  all  vacant 
benefices  of  the  church. 

Piety,  as  it  is  thought  a  way  to  the  favour  of  God; 
and  fortune,  as  it  looks  like  the  efFeft  either  of  that, 
or  at  leaft  of  prudence  and  courage,  beget  authority. 
As  likewife  fplendor  of  living  in  great  palaces,  with 
rumerous  attendance,  much  obfervance,  and  rich  ha- 
bits differing  from  common  men :  both  as  it  ieems  to 
be  the  reward  of  thofe  virtues  already  named,  or  the 
cffibcl  of  fortune;  or  as  it  is  a  mark  of  being  obeyed 
by  many. 

From 
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•  Frdm  all  thefe  authority  arifes,  but  is  by  nothing  fo 
much  ftrengthened  and  confirmed  as  by  cuftom.  For 
no  man  eafily  diftrufts  the  perfons,  or  difpuces  the 
things,  which  he  and  all  men  that  he  knows  of  have 
been  always  bred  up  to  obferve  and  believe  ;  or^  if 
he  does,  he  will  hardly  hope  or  venture  to  introduce 
opinions  wherein  he  knows  none  or  few  of  his  mind, 
and  thinks  all  others  will  defend  thofe  already  recei^ 
ved  :  fo.as  no  man  nor  party  can  offer  at  the  change 
of  a  government  eftablimed  without  firft  gaining  new 
authority  by  the  fteps  already  traced  out  -/and  in  fomc 
degree  debaling  the  old  by  appearance  or  impreflions 
of  contrary  qualities  in  thofc  who  before  enjoyed  it. 
Tills  induces  a  general  change  of  opinion  concerning 
the  peribn  or  party  like  to  be  obeyed  or  followed  by 
the  greateft  or  ftrongeft  part  of  the  people  :  accord- 
ing to  which,  the  power  or  weaknefs  of  each  is  to  be 
meafured.  So  as  in  efied  all  government  may  bee* 
fteemed  to  grow  ftrong  or  weak,  as  the  general  opi- 
nion of  thefe  qualities  in  thofe  that  govern  is  feen  to  lef- 
fcn  or  increafe. 

And  power  mud  be  allowed  to  follow  authority  in 
all  civil  bodies  \  as  in  natural,  the  motions  of  the  bo-* 
dy  follow  thofe  of  the  mind  ;  great  numbers  ever  aft- 
ing  and  purfuing  what  the  few  (whom  they  trull)  be-' 
gin  or  advife. 

FROM  this  principle,  and  from  the  difcovery 
of  fome  natural  authority,  may  perhaps  be  deduced 
a  truer  original  of  all  governments  among  men,  than 
from  any  contrads  :  though  thefe  be  given  us  by  the 
great  writers  concerning  politics  and  laws.  Some  of 
them  lay  for  their  foundation,  that  men  are  fociable 
creatures,  and  naturally  difpofed  to  live  in  numbers 
an^  troops  together.  Others,  that  they  are  naturally 
creatures  of  prey,  and  in  a  ftate  of  war  one  upon  an- 
other \ 
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other ;  ib  as  to  avoid  confafion  in  the  firll:  caie^  and 
Tk>leoce  in  the  other^  tliey  found  out  the  necedity  of 
agreeing  upon  fome  orders  and  rules,  by  which  every 
TMXi  gives  up  his  common  right  for  fome  particular 
poifeffion,  and  his  power  to  hurt  and  fpo«l  others  for 
the  privUege  of  not  being  hurt  or  fpoiled  himfetfi 
And  the  agreement  upon  fiicfa  ordersy  by  mutual  con^ 
tra£^,  with  the  confent  to  execute  them  by  common 
ftrength  and  endeavours^  they  make  to  bethe  rife  of 
all  civil  governments. 

I  know  not  whether  they  confider  what  it  is  that 
makes  ibme  creatures  fociable,  and  others  live  and 
range  more  alone,  or  in  fmaller  coiiipanies ;  but  I  fup» 
pofe  thofe  creatures  whofe  natural  and  neceflery  food 
IS  eafy  andplendful^  as  grafs,  or  plants,  or  fruits  (the 
comoaon  produd  of  the  eardi)  are  the  fociable  crea« 
cures,  becaufe,  whcre-ever  they  go,  they  ufoally  find 
what  they  want,  and  enough  for  chem  all,  without  in* 
duftry  or  contentbn.     And  thofe  live  more  alone, 
whoie  food  (and  therefore  prey)  is  upon  other  fenfitive 
creatures,  and  fo  not  attained  without  purfuit  and  vi- 
olence, and  feldom  in  fuch  quantities  at  once,  as  to 
fatisf/  the  hunger  of  great  numbers  together.     Yet 
this  does  not  hold  fo  far,  but  that  ravens  are  feen  in 
flocks  where  a  carsion  lies,  and  wolves  in  herds  to  run 
down  a  deer.     Nay,  they  feed  quietly  together  while 
there  is  enough  for  them  all  •,  quarrel  only  when  it  be- 
gins to  fail ;  and  when  it  is  ended,  they  fcatter  to  feek 
6ut  new  encounters,     Bcfides,-  thofe,  called  fociable, 
quarrel  in  hunger  and  in  luft,  as  well  as  the  others  ; 
and  the  bull  and  the  ram  appear  then  as  much  in  f\i-* 
ry  and  war^  as  the  lion  and  the  bear.     So  that,   if 
mankind  muft  be  ranged  to  one  of  thefe  forts,  I  know 
not  well  to  which  it  wiU  be  :  and  conOdering  the  great 
differences  of  cuftoms  and  difpofitions  in  feveral  men, 
and  even  in  the  fame  men  at  fevecal  times,  I  very 
iniucli;  doubt  they  muft  be  divided  into  feveral  forms. 

Nor 
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Nor  do  I  know^  if  imn  are  like  iheep^  why  the;  need 
any  government )  or^  if  they  arc  like  wolves,  hoir 
they-  can  fafibr.  i^  ^^  Nor  ha.y&I  read  where  the  ordera 
of  any  ftate  have  been  agreed  on  by  mutual  contrai£k 
among  great  numbcra  of  men^  noeeting  together  ia 
that  natural  ftate  of  war,,  where  every  man  takes  ium* 
ielf  to  have  equal  right  to  every  thing.  But  oftcnt 
where  fuch  orcfers  have  been  invented  by  the  wifdom^ 
aftd  received  by  theauthority,.  of  fome  one  man^  un^ 
der  the  name  of  a  lawgiver;  and  where  this  has  ooi 
happened)  the  original  of  government  lies  asundilco^ 
Vered  in  ftory,  as  that  of  time :  all  nations  appearing^ 
iqpon  the  firft  records  that  are  left  us»  under  the,ai»«» 
thoricy  of  Kings,  or  Princes,  or  fome  other  mag^ 
^ates* 

BefideS)  this  principle  of  contrary  as  the  origioat 
of  government,  feems  calculated  for  the  account  given 
by  fome  of  the  old  poets,  of  the  original  of  man» 
whom  they  raife  out  of  the  ground  by  great  numbers 
at  a  time,  in  perfect  ftature  and  ftrength.  Whereas,  if 
we  deduce  the  ieveral  races  of  mankind  in  the£everai 
parts  of  the  world  from  generation,  vi^e  muft  imagine 
the  firft  numbers  of  them,  who  in  anyplace  agree  ufK 
on  any  civil  conftitutions,  to  aflemble  not  as  fo  many 
Angle  heads,  but  as.fo  many  heads  of  fami&s,  whom 
they  reprefent,  in  the  framing  any  compad  or  com-* 
mon  accord ;  and  confequently,  as  perfons  who  have 
already  an  authority  over  fuch  numbers  as  their  fami« 
lies  are  compofed  of. 

For  if  we  confider  a  man  multiplying  his  kind  bjT 
the  birttt  of  many  children,  and  his  cares  hy  .provid* 
ing  even  neceflary  food  for  them,  till  they  are  able 
to  do  it  for  themfelves  (which  happens  much  later  to 
the  generations  of  men,  and  makes  a  much  longer  de^ 
peadence  of  children  upon  parents,  than  we  can  ob- 
lerve  among  any  other  creatures  :)  ifweconfider  not 
only  the  cares,  but  the  induftry  he  b  forced  to,  for 
3  the 
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the  nepcflary  fuftcnance  of  bis  helplefs  brood,  either 
in  gathering  the  natural  fruits,  or  r^ifing  thofe  whicb 
are  purchaied  with  labour  and  toil  4  if  he  be  forced 
for  lupply  of  this  ftock  to  catch  the  tamer  creatures^ 
and  hunt  the  wilder,  fometimes  to  excrcife  his  cou- 
rage in  defending  his  little  family,  and  fighting  with 
the  ftrong  and  favage  bcafts  (that  would  prey  upoa 
faim  as  he  does  upon  the  weak  and  the  mild  ;)  if  we 
{xxppck  him  difpofing  with  difcretion  and  order  what-, 
ever  he  gets  among  his  children,  according  to  each? 
of  their  hunger  or  need,  fometimes  laying  up  for  to* 
morrow  what  was  more  than  enough  for  to-day,  at 
other  times  pinching  hi mfelf,  rather  thaa  fufiering  any 
of  themlhould  want  j  and  as  each  of  them  grows  up, 
and  able  to  fhare  in  the  common  fupport,  teaching 
him  ^  both  by:leflbn  and  example,  what  he  is  now  to 
do  as  the  fon  of  this  family,  and  what  hereafter  as 
the  father  of  another;  inftruding  them  all,  what  qua- 
lities are  good,  and  what  are  ill,  for  their  health  aod 
life,  orcommonfociety  f  which  will  certainly  compre- 
hend whatever  is  generally  elhcmed  virtue  or  vice  a- 
mqng  men)chcri(hing  and  encouraging  difpofitions.  to 
the  good ;  disfavx>unng  and  puni(hing  thofe  to  the  ill  i 
andlaftly,  among  the  various  accidents  of  life,  lifting 
up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  when  the  earth  afibrds  him  no 
relief;  and  having  recourfe  to  a  higher  and  a  greater 
nature,  whenever  he  finds  the  frailty  of  his  own  j  we 
muft  needs  conclude,  that  the  children  of  this  man 
cannot  fail  of  being  bred  up  with  a  great  opinion  of 
his  wifdom,  his  goodnefs,  his  valour,  and  his  piety. 
And,  if  they  fee  conftant  plenty  in  the  family,  they 
believe  well  of  his  fortune  too. 

And  from  all  this  muft  naturally  arife  a  great  pa* 
ternal  authority,  which  difpofes  his  children  (at  leaft 
till  the  age  when  they  grow  fathers  themfelves)  to  be- 
lieve what  he  teaches,  to  follow  what  he  advifes,  and 
obey  what  he  commands. 

Thus 
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Thus  the  father,  by  a  natural  right  as  well  as  au- 
thority, becomes  a  governor  in  this  little  State  •,  and 
if  his  life  be  long,  and  his  generations  many  (as  well  as 
thofe  of  his  children)  he  grows  the  governor  or  King 
of  a  nation,  and  is  indeed  a  pater  pairi^y  as  the  beft 
Kings  are,  and  as  all  fhould  be  ;  and  as  thofe,  which 
are  not,  are  yet  content  to  be  called.  Thus  the  pe- 
culiar compellation  of  the  King,  in  France,  is  by  the 
name  of  Sire^  which  in  their  ancient  language  is  no- 
thing elfe  but  father,  and  denotes  the  Prince  to  be  the 
father  of  the  nation.  For  a  nation  properly  fignifies 
a  great  number  of  families,  derived  from  the  fame 
blood,  born  in  the  fame  country,  and  living  under  the 
fame  government  and  civil  conftitutions ;  as  Patria 
does  the  land  of  our  father ;  and  fothe  Dutch,  byex- 
prelllons  of  dearnefs,  inftead  of  our  country,  fay  our 
father-land.  With  fuch  nations  we  find  in  Scripture 
all  the  lands  of  Judea,  and  the  adjacent  territories,  were 
planted  of  old  ;  with  fuch  the  many  feveral  provin- 
ces of  Greece  and  Italy,  when  they  began  firft  to  ap- 
pear upon  the  records  of  ancient  ftory  or  tradition  ; 
and  with  fuch  was  the  main  land  of  Gaul  inhabited  in 
the  time  of  Ca^far ;  and  Germany  in  that  of  Tacitus. 
Such  were  the  many  branches  of  the  old  Britifli  nation  • 
the  Scepts  among  the  Irilh  j  and  fuch  the  infinite  va- 
riety and  numbers  of  nations  in  Afric  and  America 
upon  the  firft  difcoveries,  diftinguifhed  by  their  feveral 
names,  and  living  under  theirfeveral  Kings  or  Princes, 
till  they  came  to  be  fwallowed  up  by  greater  empires. 

Tbefe  feem  to  have  been  the  natural  and  original 
governments  of  the  world,  fpringing  from  a  tacit  de- 
ference of  many  to  the  authority  of  one  fingle  perfon. 
Under  him  (if  the  father  of  the  family  or  nation)  the 
elder  of  his  children  comes  to  acquire  a  degree  of  au^ 
thority  among  the  younger,  by  the  fame  means  the 
father  did  among  them ;  and  to  Ihare  with  him  in 
the  confultation  and  condudt  of  their  common  afifairs. 

Vol.  !•  D.  And 


42  An  ejfay  upon  tie  originat 

And  thisy  together  with  an  opinion  of  wifdom  from 
experience,  may  have  brought  in  the  authority  of  the 
ciders  fo  often  mentioned  among  the  Jews  ;  and  ia 
general  of  aged  roen^  not  only  in  Sparta  and  Rome^ 
but  all  other  places  in  fome  degree,  both  civil  and 
barbarous.  For  the  names  of  Lord,  Signior^  Seigneur^ 
Scn7tor^  in  the  Italiai>,  French,  andSpanilh  languages^ 
feem  to  have  ^t  firft  imported  only  elder  men,  who 
thereby  were  grown  into  authority  among  the  feveral 
governments  and  nations^  which  feared  themfelves  in 
thofc  countries  upon  the  fall  of  the  Roman  empire. 

This  perhaps  brought  in  vogue  that  which  is  called 
the  authority  of  the  ancients  in  matters  of  opinion, 
though  by  a  miftaken  fenfe  -,  for  I  fuppofe  authority 
may  be  reafonably  allowed  to  the  opinion  of  ancient 
men  in  the  prefent  age  ;  but  I  know  not  why  it  (hould 
be  fo  to  thofe  of  men  in  general  that  lived  in  ages 
long  fince  paft  •,  nor  why  one  agp  of  the  world  fhould 
be  wifer  than  another  •,  or,  if  it  be,  why  k  fhould  not 
be  rather  the  latter,  than  the  former,  as  having  the 
fame  advantage  of  the  general  experience  of  the  world, 
that  an  old  man  has  of  the  more  particular  experi* 
ments  of  life. 


T  H  U  S  a  family  feems  to  become  a  little  king* 
dom,  and  a  kingdom  to  be  but  a  great  family. 

Nor  is  it  unlikely  that  this  paternal  jurifdiftion  \tt 
its  fucceflions,  and  with  the  help  of  accidents,  may 
have  branched  out  into  the  feveral  heads  of  govern- 
ment commonly  received  in  the  fchoob.  For  a  fami^ 
ly,  governed  with  order,  will  fall  naturally  to  the  fe- 
veral trades  of  hufbandry,  which  are  tillage,  garden- 
ing, and  pafturage  (the  produft  whereof  was  the  ori- 
ginal riches.)  For  the  managing  of  thefe  and  their 
increafe^  and  the  afTiftance  of  one  man,  who  perhaps 
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is  to  feed  twenty,  it  may  be  a  hundred  children  (fince 
it  is  not  eafily  told  how  far  generations  may  extend 
with  the  arbitrary  choice  and  numbers  of  women, 
praftifcd  anciently  in  moft  countries;  the  ufe  offer- 
vants  comes  to  be  neceffary.  Thefe  are  gained  by 
viftory  and  captives,  or  by  fugitives  out  of  fome 
worfe  governed  family,  where  either  they  cannot  or 
like  not  to  live,  and  fo  fell  their  liberty  to  be  affured 
of  what  is  neceflary  to  life ;  or  clfe  by  the  debafed  na- 
ture of  fome  of  the  children  who  feem  bom  to  drud- 
gery, or  who  are  content  to  increafe  their  pains  that 
they  may  leffcn  their  cares,  and  upon  fuch  terms  be- 
come fervants  to  fome  of  their  brothers  whom  they 
moft  cfteem  or  chufe  fooneft  to  live  with. 

The  family,  thus  increafcd,  is  ftill  under  the  father's 
common,  though  not  equal  care ;  that  what  is  due  to 
the  fervants  by  contraft,  or  what  is  fit  for  them  to 
enjoy,  may  be  provided,  as  well  as  the  portions  of  the 
children  ;  and  that  whatever  they  acquire  by  their  in- 
duftry  or  ingenuity  (beyond  what  the  matters  expe(5l, 
or  cxafl  from  them  by  the  conditions  of  their  fervi- 
tude)  (hould  be  as  much  their  property  as  any  divi- 
fions  of  land  or  of  ftock  that  are  made  to  the  fons  ; 
and  the  poffeflion  as  fecure,  unlefs  forfeited  by  any  de- 
merit or  offence  againft  the  cuftoms  of  the  family, 
which  grow  with  time  to  be  the  orders  of  this  little 
State. 

Now  the  father  of  a  family  or  nation,  that  ufes  his 
fervants  like  children  in  point  of  juftice  and  care  ; 
and  advifes  with  his  children  in  what  concerns  the 
commonweal,  and  thereby  is  willingly  followed  and 
obeyed  by  them  all ;  is  what  I  fuppofe  the  fchools 
mean  by  a  Monarch.  And  he  that  by  harlhnefs  of 
nature,  wilfulnefs  of  humour,  intemperance  of  paf- 
fions,  and  arbitrarinefs  of  comniands,  ufes  his  children 
like  fervants,  is  what  they  mean  by  a  Tyrant.  And 
whereas  the  firfl  thought  himfelf  fafe  in  the  love  and 
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obedience  of  his  children  ;  the  other,  knowing  thUfl 
he  is  feared  and  hated  by  them,  thinks  he  cannot  be: 
fafe  among  his  children,  but  by  putting  arms  into  the 
hands  of  fuch  of  his  fervants  as  he  thinks  mod  at  his- 
will  •,  which  is  the  original  of  guards.     For  againft  ar 
foreign  enemy,  and  for  defence  of  evident  intereft, 
all  that  can  bear  arms  in  a  nation  are  foldiersv    Their' 
caufe  i^  common  fafety  ;  their  pay  is  honour  5  and, 
when  they  have  purchafed  thefe,  they  return  to  their 
homes  and  former  conditions  of  peaceable  lives.   Suchi 
were  all  the  armies  of  Greece  and  of  Rome  in  the  firft 
ages  of  their  ftates.  Such  were  their  gens  d*ordonanncc 
in  France,  and  the  train-bands  in  England  :  but  {land- 
ing troops,  and  in  conftant  pay,  are  properly  fervants- 
armed,  who  ufe  the  lance  and  the  fword,  as  other 
fervants  do  the  fickle  or  the  bilK  at  the  command^ 
and  will  of  thofewho  entertain  them.     And  there- 
fore martial  law  is  of  all  other  the  moft  abfolute,  and' 
not  Kke  the  government  of  a- father,  but  a  matter. 

And  this  brings  in  another  fort  of  power  diftinfl: 
from  that  already  defcribed,  which  follows  authority* 
and  confifts  in  the  willing  obedience  of  the  people; 
but  this  in  the  command  of  foldiers,  who  as  fervants- 
are  bound  to  execute  the  will  and  orders  of  thofe  thac 
lead  them.  And  as  authority  follows  the  qualities^ 
before- mentioned,  fo  this  power  follows  riches,  or  the 
opinion  of  it ;  a  multitude  of  fervants  being  his  that 
is  able  to  maintain  them.  And  thefe  kind  of  forces 
come  to  be  ufed  by  good  Princes^  only  upon  neccffity 
or  providing  for  their  defence  againft  great  and  armed 
neighbours  or  enemies  ;  but  by  ill  ones  as  a  fupport 
of  decayed  authority,  or  as  they  lofe  the  force  of  that 
which  is  natural  and  paternal,  and  fo  grow  to  fet  up 
an  intereft  of  thofe  that  govern,  different  from  that 
of  thofe  that  are  governed,  which  ought  ever  to  be  ^ 
the  fame. 

Yet 
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'Yet  this  feems  a  much  weaker  principle  of  govern-^ 
>xnent  than  the  other ;  for  the  number  of  foldiers  can 
never  be  great  in  proportion  to  that  of  people,  no 
.-more  than  the  number  of  thofe  that  are  idle  in  a  coun- 
try, to  that  of  thofe  who  live  by  labour  or  kiduftry : 
ib  as  if  the  people  come  to  unite  by  any  ftrong  paf- 
fion,  or  general  intereft,  or  under  the  wife  conduft  of 
any  authority  well  rooted  in  their  minds,  they  arc 
«nafters  of  armies.  Befides,  the  humour  of  the  peo- 
ple runs  infenfibly  among  the  very  foldiers,  fo  as  ic 
deems  much  alike  to.  keep  off  by  guards  a  general  in- 
fedion,  or  an  univerfal  (edition :  for  the  dillemper  in 
hoiYi  kinds  is  contagious,  and  feizes.upon  the  defenr 
-ders  themfelves.  Befides,  common  pay  is  a  faint  prin- 
ciple of  courage  and  adion,  in  comparifon  of  religion^ 
liberty,  honour,  revenge,  or  neceffity ;  which  make 
«vcry  foldier  have  the  quarrel  as  much  at  heart  as  their 
Jeaders,  and  ieem  to  have  fpirited  all  the  great  adions 
and  revolutions  of  the  world.  And,  <  laftly,  without 
the  force  of  authority  this  power  of  foldiers  grows 
pernicious  to  their  maftcr,  who  becomes  their  fervant, 
-and  is  in  danger  of  their  mutinies  as  much  as  any 
^vernment  can  bcofthe  feditions  of  a  people. 

If  the  father  of  ourfamily  govern  it  with  prudence, 
^oodnefs,  and  fuccefs,  and  his  eldeft  fon  appear  heir 
to  the  virtues  .and  worth  of  his  father,  he  fucceeds  in 
the  government  by  a  natural  right,  and  J?y  the  ftrength 
of  an  authority  both  derived  from  his  father,  and  ac- 
quired by  his  own  perfonal  qualities  :  but  if  either  the 
"ddeft.fon,  by  qualities  degenerate  and  ill,  happen  to 
Jofe  all  truft  and  opinion  and  thereby  authority,  in  the 
family;  or  elfe  to  die  before  his  time,  and  leave  a 
child  in  his  room ;  when  the  father  comes  to  fail,  then 
the  children  fall  into  counfels  of  eledlion,  and  either 
-prefer  the  eldeft  of  the  fons  then  living,   or  perhaps 
-one  later,  and  fo  remoter  in  birth,  according  as  he 
.may  haYeacguired  authority  by  thofe  qualities  which 
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naturally  produce  it,   and  promife  the  beft  condu6t 
and  protcdion  to  the  common  affairs  of  the  family. 

Where  the  father  comes  tolofe  his  authority,  many 
of  the  elder,  or  wifer,  of  the  fons  increafc  in  theirs  by 
the  fame  degree;  and  when  both  thefe  arrive  at  a  cer- 
tain height,  the  nature  of  the  government  is  ready  for 
a  change;  and  upon  the  father's  death,  or  general  de- 
feftion  of  the  family,  they  fucceed  in  his  authority, 
whilft  the  humour  of  the  whole  body  runs  againft  the 
fucceffion  or  election  of  any  fingle  perfon,  which  they 
are  grown  weary  of  by  fo  late  an  example ;  and  thus 
comes  in  what  they  call  an  Ariftocracy.  But  authority 
contrafting  itfelf  (as  it  feems  natural  to  do  till  it  ends 
in  a  point  or  iingle perfon)  this  government  falls  fome* 
times  into  the  hands  of  a  few,  who  eftablilh  it  in  their 
families ;  and  that  is  called  an  Oligarchy.  If  the  au- 
thority come  to  be  loft  in  either  of  thefe  forms,  while 
the  children  of  the  family  grow  into  the  manners  and 
qualities,  and  perhaps  into  the  condition  and  poverty, 
of  fervants ;  and  while  many  of  the  fervants,  by  in- 
duftry  and  virtue,  arrive  at  riches  and  efteem ;  then  the 
nature  of  the  government  inclines  to  a  Democracy,  or 
popular  State,  which  is  neareft  confufion,  or  Anarchy; 
and  often  runs  into  it,  unlefs  upheld  or  direded  by 
the  authority  of  one,  or  of  fome  few  in  the  State, 
though  perhaps  without  titles,  or  marks  of  an  extra- 
ordinary office  or  dignity. 


GOVERNMENTS,  founded  upon  contraft,  may 
have  fucceeded  thofe  founded  upon  authority :  but 
the  firft  of  them  (hould  rather  feem  to  have  been  a- 
greed  between  Princes  and  fubjefts,  than  between  men 
of  equal  rank  and  power.  For  the  original  of  fub- 
jcftion  was,  I  fuppofe,  when  one  nation  warring  a- 
gainft  another  f  for  things  neceflary  to  life,  or  for  wo- 
men, or  for  extent  of  land;  overcame  their  enemies; 
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if  they  only  won  a  battle,  and  put  their  enemies  to 
ilight,  thofe  they  took  prifoners  became  their  flaves," 
and  continued  fo  in  their  generations,  unlefs  infranchi- 
jcd  by  their  mailers  :  but  if,  by  great  flaughter,  or 
frequent  viftories,  they  fubdued  the  very  courages  of 
their  enemies,  while  great  numbers  of  them  remained 
alive  i  then  the  vanquifhed  nation  became  fubjeft  to 
the  conquerors  by  agreement,  and  upon  certain  condi- 
tions of  fafety  and  protcftion,  and  perhaps  equal  en- 
joyment of  liberties  and  cuftoms  with  the  common 
jiatives  under  the  other  government :  if,  by  fuch  fre- 
quent fuccefles  and  additions,  a  nation  e:ctended  itfelf 
over  vaft  trads  of  land  and  numbers  of  people,  it 
thereby  arrived  in  time  at  the  ancient  name  of  king- 
dom, or  modern  of  empire. 

After  fuch  a  vidory,  the  chiefeft  of  the  conquering 
nations  become  rich  and  great  upon  the  divisions  of 
lands,  offpoils,  and  of  flaves  :  by  all  which  they  grow 
into  power,  are  Lords  in  their  own  lands,  and  over 
thofe  that  inhabit  them,  with  certain  rights  or  jurif- 
xlidtions,  and  upon  certain  homages  referved  to  the 
Prince.  The  cuftom  of  employing  thefe  great  per-^ 
fons  in  all  great  offices  and  councils  grows  to  pafs 
for  a  right  •,  as  all  cuftom  does  with  length  and  force 
wof  rime. 

The  Prince  that  governs  according  to  the  condi- 
tions of  fubjedtton  at  Hrft  agreed  upon  (of  which  ufe  is 
the  authentic  record)  and  according  to  the  ancient 
cuftoms,  which  are  the  original  laws  (and  by  which 
the  right  of  fucceflion  in  the  Crown,  as  well  as  pri- 
vate inheritance  and  common  juftice,  is  direded  and 
eftabliflied)  is  called  a  lawful  fovereign :  he  that 
breaks  and  violates  thefe  ancient  conftitutions  (efpe- 
cially  that  of  fucceflion)  is  termed  an  ufurper. 

A  free  nation  is  that  which  has  never  been  con- 
quered, or  thereby  entered  into  any  conditions  of  fub- 
jedrion  J  as  the  Romans  were,  before  they  were  fub- 
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dued  by  the  Goths  and  Vandals  -,  and  as  the  Turks 
fcem  CO  be  at  this  time,  who,  having  been  called  from 
Scythia  to  affift  the  Grecian  empire  againft  that  of 
the  Saracens,  made  themfelves  matters  of  both. 

In  countries  fafcr  from  foreign  invafions  either  by 
feas  or  rivers,  by  mountains  and  paffes,  or  great  trafts 
of  rough,  barren,  and  uninhabited  lands,  people  lived 
generally  in  fcattered  dwellings,  or  fmall  villages : 
but,  where  invafion  is  eafy,  and  paflage  open,  and 
bordering  nations  are  great  and  valiant;  men  croud  1^ 

together,  and  feek  their  fafety  from  numbers  better  /  J 
united,  and  from  walls  and  other  fortifications,  the 
ufe  whereof  is  to  make  the  few  a  match  for  the  many, 
fo  as  they  may  fight  or  treat  on  equal  terms.  And 
this  is  the  original  of  cities ;  but  the  greatnefs  and 
riches  of  them  increafe  according  to  the  commodiouf- 
nefs  of  their  fituation,  in  fertile  countries,  or  upon 
rivers  and  havens,  which  furpafs  the  greateft  fertility 
of  any  foil,  in  furnifhing  plenty  of  ail  things  ncccf- 
fary  to  life  or  luxur)^ 

When  families  meet  together,  furround  themfelves 
by  walls,  fall  into  order  and  laws  f  either  invented  by 
the  wifdom  of  fome  one,  or  fome  few  men,  and  from 
the  evidence  of  their  public  utility  received  by  all;  Of 
clfe  introduced  by  experience  and  time)  and  theft  cities 
preferve  themfelves  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  poilef* 
fions,  and  obfervance  of  their  inftitutions,  againft  all 
invafions  ;  and  never  are  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  will 
of  any  conqueror,  or  condition  of  any  abfolute  fub- 
jedion ;  they  are  called  free  cities  ;  and  of  fuch  there 
were  manyof  old,  in  Greece  and  Sicily,  deducing  their 
original  from  fome  one  founder  or  lawgiver :  and  arc 
many  now  in  Germany  fubjeft  to  no  laws  but  their 
own,  and  thofe  of  the  Empire,  which  is  an  union  of 
many  Ibvereign  powers,  by  whofe  general  confent  in 
their  diets  all  its  conttitutions  are  framed  and  efta- 
bliflied. 

Common* 
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Commonwealths  were  nothing  more  in  their  origi- 
nal, but  free  cities,  though  fometimes  by  force  of 
orders  and  difcipline,  or  of  a  numerous  and  valiant 
people,  they  have  extended  themfeves  into  mighty 
dominions ;  and  often,  by  (ituation  and  trade,  grow 
to  vaft  riches,  and  thereby  to  great  power,  by  force 
of  mercenary  arms.  And  thefe  feem  to  be  more  arti- 
ficial, as  thofe  of  a  fingle  perfon  the  more  natural,  go- 
vernments; being  forced  to  fupply  the  want  of  au- 
thority by  wife  inventions,  orders,  and  inftitutions. 

For  authority  can  never  be  fo  great  in  many  as  in 
one,  becaufe  the  opinion  of  thofe  qualities,  which 
acquire  it,  cannot  be  equal  in  feveral  perfons. 

Thefe  governments  feem  to  be  introduced,  either 
by  the  wifdom  and  moderation  of  fomc  one  lawgiver, 
who  has  authority  enough  with  the  people,  to  be  fol- 
lowed and  obferved  in  all  his  orders  and  advices ;  and 
yet  prefer  that  which  he  efteems  public  utility,  before 
any  intereft  or  greatncfs  of  his  own  (fuch  were  Ly- 
curgus  in  Sparta,  and  Solon  in  Athens,  and  Timoleon 
in  Syracufe:}  or  elfe  by  the  confluence  of  many  families 
out  of  fome  countries  expofed  to  fome  fierce  or  barba- 
rous invafions,  into  places  fortified  by  i^a  ure,  and  fe- 
curc  from  the  fury  and  mifery  of  fuch  conquefts  <fuch 
were  Rhodes  of  old,  and  feveral  fmall  iflands  upon  the 
coafls  of  Ionia ;  and  fuch  was  Venice,  founded  upon 
the  inundation  of  the  barbarous  nations  over  Italy :)  or 
laftly,  by  the  fuppreflion  and  extinftion  of  fome  ty- 
ranny, which,  being  thrown  ofi^by  the  violent  indig- 
nation of  an  oppreffed  people,  makes  way  for  a  popu- 
lar government,  or  at  leaft  fome  form  very  contrary 
to  that  which  they  lately  execrated  and  detefted  :  fuch 
were  Rome  upon  the  expulfion  of  the  Tarquins,  and 
the  United-Provinces  upon  their  revolt  from  Spain. 
Yet  are  none  of  thefe  forms  to  be  raifed  or  upheld  with- 
out the  influence  of  authority,  acquired  by  the  force 
of  opinion  of  thofe  virtues  above-mentioned,  which 

concurred 
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concurred  in  Brutus  among  the  Romans,  and  in  Prince 
William  of  Orange  among  thol'e  of  the  Netherlands. . 

I  will  not  enter  into  the  arguments  or  comparifons 
of  the  ieveral  forms  of  government  that  have  been^ 
or  are  in  the  world  •,  wherein  that  caufe  feems  com- 
monly the  better,  that,  has  the  better  advocate,  or  is 
adwntaged  by  frefher  experience,  and  impreffions  of 
good  or  evil,  from  any  or  the  forms  among  thofe  that 
judge :  they  have  all  their  heights  and  their  falls,  their 
ftrong  and  weak  fides ;  are  capable  of  great  perfedionst 
aiid  fubjedt  to  great  corruptions ;  and  though  the  pre- 
ference feem  already  decided  in  what  has  been  faid  of 
a  Cngle  perfon  being  the  original  and  natural  govern- 
ment; and  that  it  is  capable  of  the  greateft  authority 
(which  is  the  foundation  of  all  eafe,  lafety,  and  order 
in  the  governments  of  the  worldy  yet  it  may  perhaps 
lie  the  moil  reafonatly  concluded,  That  thofe  forms 
are  bcft,  which  have  been  longeft  received  and  autho- 
rized in  a  nation  by  cuftom  and  ufe ;  and  into  which 
the  huxiM)ursand  manners  of  the  people  run  with  the 
moft  general  and  ftrongeft  current. 

Or  ^Ifc,  that  thofe  are  the  beft  governments, 
where  die  beft  men  govern  ;  and  that  the  difference 
13  not  fo  great  in  the  forms  of  magiftracy,  as  in  the 
perfons  of  magiftrates ;  which  may  be  the  I'cnfe  of 
what  was  faid  of  old  (taking  wife  and  good  men  to 
be  meant  by  philofophers)  that  the  beft  governments 
were  thofe,  where  Kings  were  philofophers,  or  philo- 
fophers  Kings. 


THE  fafety  and  firmnefs  of  any  frame  of  go- 
vernrnent  may  be  beft  judged  by  the  rules  of  Ar- 
chitediure,  which  teach  us  that  the  Pyramid  is  of  all 
figures  the  firmeft,  and  leaft  fubjed  to  be  Ihaken  or 
overthrown  by  any  concuffions  or  accidents  from  the 
earth  or  air  •,  and  it  grows  ftill  fo  much  the  firmer, 
c  by 
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by  how  much  broader  the  bottom  and  ttiarpejr  the 
top. 

The  ground,  upon  which  all  government  (lands,  is 
the  conlent  of  the  people,  or  the  greateil  or  ftrongeft 
part  of  them ;  whether  this  proceed  from  reflexions 
upon  what  is  pad,  by  the  reverence  of  an  authority 
under  which  they  and  their  anceftors  have  iof  many 
ages  been  born  and  bred ;  or  from  a  fenfe  of  what  is 
prefent,  by  the  eafe,  plenty,  and  fafety  they  enjoy  5  or 
from  opinions  of  what  is  to  come,  by  the  fear  they 
have  from  the  prcfent  government,  or  hopes  from 
another.  Now  that  government  which  by  any  of  thefe, 
or  all  thefe  ways,  takes  in  the  confent  of  the  greateft 
number  of  the  people,  and  confequently  their  defires 
and  refolutions  to  fupport  it^  may  ju^ly  be  faid  to 
have  the  broadeft  bottom,  and  to  (land  upon  the  lar- 
geft  compafs  of  ground;  and^  if  it  terminate  in  the  au- 
thority of  one  fingle  perfon,it  may  likewife  be  faid 
to  have  the  narrowed  top,  and  fo  to  make  the  figure 
of  the  firmeft  fort  of  pyramid. 

On  the  contrary,  a  government  which  by  alienating 
the  affedions,  lo(]ng  the  opinioQS,  and  crQ(Bng  the 
intereds  of  the  people,  leaves  out  of  its  conlpai's  the 
greateft  part  of  their  confent,  may  juftly  be  (aid,  in 
the  fame  degrees  it  thus  lofes. ground,  to  narrow  its 
bottom :  and  if  this  be  done  to  ferve  the  ambition^ 
humour  the  paiBon,  fatisfy  the  appetites,  or  advance 
the  power  and  interefts  not  only  of  one  man,  but  of 
two,  or  more,  or  many  that  come  to  (hare  in  the  go-^ 
vernment;  by  this  means  the  top  may  be  juftly  faid 
to  grow  broader,  as  the  bottom  narrower  by  theothen 
Now  by  the  fame  degrees  that  either  of  thefe  happen^ 
the  ftability  of  the  figure  is  by  the  fame  leffened  and 
impaired ;  fo  as  at  certain  degrees  it  begins  to  grow 
fubje6l  to  accidents  of  wind  and  weather;  and  at  cer- 
tain others,  it  is  fure  to  fall  of  itfelf,  or  by  the  lea(t 
(hake  that  happens  to  the  ground. 

By 
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By  thefe  meafures  it  will  appear,  that  a  incMiarchj 
-where  the  Prince  governs  by  the  affedtions,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  opinions  and  interefts,  of  his  peoplct 
w  the  bulk  of  th^  (that  is,  by  many  degrees  the 
greateft  or  ftrongeft  part  of  them)  -makes  ot  all  others 
the  fafeft  and  fimielt  government:  and  on  the  con- 
trary, a  popular  State  which  is  not  founded  in  the  ge- 
tieral  humours  andintereft  of  the  people,  but  only  of 
the  pcrfons  who  ftiare  in  the  government,  or  depend 
%iponk,  -is  of  all  others  the  mod  uncertain,  unliable, 
and  fubjeft  to  the  moft  frequent  and  eafy  changes. 
'  That  a  monarchy  the  lefs  it  takes  in  of  the  people's 
opinions  and  interefts,  and  the  more  it  takes  in  of  the 
paffions  and  intereflt  of  particular  men  (befides  thofe 
©f  the  Prince,  and  contrary  to  thofe  of  the  people) 
the  more  unliable  it  gpows,  and  the  more  endangered 
by  every  ftorm  in  the  air,  or  every  Ihake  of  the  earth: 
and  a^ommonwealth,-the  >more  it  taJces  in  of  the  gc- 
-r^tjs^l  humour  and  bent  of  the  people,  and  the  more 
it  fpires  up  to  a  head  by  the  authority  of  fome  one  per- 
ibn  founded  upon  the  love  and  efteem  of  the  people; 
the  firmer  it  ftands,  and  Jefs  fubjed  to  danger  or 
change. by  any  concufllons  of  earth  or  of  air. 
:  'Tis  true  that  a  pyramid  reverfed  may  ftand  a 
iwhilc  «pon  its  point,  if  balanced  by  admirable  (kill, 
and  held  up  by  perpetual  care,  and  there  be  a  calm 
in  the  air  about  it :  nay,  if  the  point  be  very  hard  and 
itrong,  and  the  foil  very  yielding  and  foft;  it  may 
pierce  into  the  ground  with  time,  fo  as  to  grow  the 
firmer  the  longer  it  ilands  :  but  this  laft  can  never 
happen  if  either  the  top  of  the  figure  be  weak  or  foft, 
or  if  the  foil  be  hard  and  rough ;  and  at  the  beft  it  is 
fubjeft  to  be  overthrown,  if  not  by  its  own  weight, 
yet  whenever  any  foreign  weight  Ihall  chance  to  fall 
upon  any  part  of  it ;  and  the  firft  muft  overturn  when- 
ever there  happens  any  unequality  in  the  balance,  or 
any  negligence  in  the  hands  that  fet  it  up  -,  and,  even 

without 
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iwthout  either  of  thofe,  whenever  there  arifes  aay  vi- 
olence to  (hake  it,  either  from  the  winds  abroad,,  or 
thofe  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  where  it  ftands. 

I  will  not  pretend  from  this  fchemc  to  prefage  or 
judge  of  the  future  events  that  may  attend  any  go- 
vernments ;  which  is  the  bufinefs  of  thofe  that  are 
more  concerned  in  them  than  I  am,  and  write  with 
other  defign  than  that  alone  of  difcovering  and  clear- 
ing truth  :  but  I  think  any  man  may  deduce  from  it 
the  caufcs  of  the  fevcral  revolutions  we  may  find  up- 
on record  to  have  happened  in  the  governments  of  the 
world  ;  except  fuch  as  have  been  brought  about  by 
the  unrefiftable  force  and  conquefts  of  fome  nations^ 
over  others  whom  they  very  much  furmounted  ii> 
ftrcngth,  courage,  and  numbers :  yet  the  brave,  long, 
and  almoft  incredible  defences  that  have  dill  been  nude 
by  thofe  govern  ments,,v/hich  were  rooted  in  the  gene- 
ral affe6tions,efteem,  and  interefts  of  the  oation,  make 
it  feem  probable  that  almoft  all  the  conquefts  we  read 
of  have  been  made  way  for,  or  in  fome  meafure  faci- 
litated, if  not  affifted,  by  the  weaknefs  of  the  conquer- 
ed government,  grown  from  the  difefteem,  diflatisfac- 
tioii^  or  indifferency  of  the  people  -,  or  from  thofe  vi- 
cioas  and  effeminate  conftitutions  of  body  and  mind 
among  them,  which  ever  grow  up  in  the  corrupt  air 
of  a  weak  or  loofe,  a  vicious  or  a  factious  State  ;  and 
fuch  can  never  be  ftrong  in  the  hearts  of  the  people, 
nor  confequently  firm  upon  that  which  is  the  true 
bottom  of  all  governments  in  the  world. 

Thus  the  fmall  Athenian  State  refifted  with  fuccefs 
the  vaft  power  and  forces  of  the  Perfians  in  the  time 
of  Miltiades  and  Them  iftocles;  Rome  thofe  of  the  Gauls 
in  the  time  of  Camillus,  and  the  vaft  armies  collefted 
from  Afric,  Spain,  and  the  greateft  part  of  Italy,  in 
the  Carthaginian  wars  (under  theconduft  of  fevcral 
great  Captains,  but  chiefly  Fabius  and  Scipio  :)  the 
little  principality  of  Epire  was  invincible  by  the  whole 

power 
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power  of  the  Turks  in  three  feveral  invalions  under 
their  Prince  Caftriot  ( commonly  called  Scanderbeg  :)r 
the  kingdom  of  Leon  and  Oviedo,  by  all  the  wars  of 
the  Moors  or  Saracens  for  many  ages  ;  the  State  of 
Venice,  by  thofe  of  the  Turks  ;  the  Switzers,  by  the 
power  of  the  Emperors  ;  and  the  Hollanders  by  that 
of  Spain  •,  becaufe  in  all  thefe  wars  the  people  were 
both  united  and  fpirited  by  the  common  love  of  their 
country,  their  liberty,  or  religion,  or  by  the  more 
particular  efteem  and  love  of  their  Princes  and  leaders. 

In  the  conqueft  of  the  Lydians  by  Cyrus,  and  the 
Perfians  by  Alexander ;  of  the  great  Afian  and  Egyp- 
tian Kings  by  the  Roman  State  ;  and  of  all  the  Ro- 
man provinces  by  the  feveral  Northern  (or,  as  they 
were  ufually  called,  barbarous)  nations  ;  of  the  Spani- 
ards by  the  Moors  ;  the  Gauls  by  the  Franks ;  and  of 
our  ancient  Britons  by  the  Saxons  ;  it  is  eafy  and  ob- 
vious to  obferve  that  the  refiftances  were  rendered  faint 
and  weak,  either  by  the  foft  and  effeminate  difpofitions 
of  the  people  grown  up  under  the  eafmefs,  or  exam- 
ples of  vicious  or  luxurious  Princes  whom  they  nei- 
ther honour  nor  willingly  obey  •,  or  elfe  by  the  com- 
mon hatred  and  difdain  of  their  prefent  fervitude, 
which  they  were  content  to  change  for  any  other  that 
came  in  their  way  ;  or  laftly,  by  the  diftrafted  fa&ions 
of  a  difcontented  nation,  who  agreed  in  no  one  com- 
mon defign  or  defence  •,  nor  under  any  authority 
grounded  upon  the  general  love  or  efteem  of  the  people. 

Of  inftability  and  changes  of  government  arrived 
by  narrowing  their  bottoms,  which  are  the  confent  and 
concurrence  of  the  people's  affeftionsand  interefts,  all 
ftories  and  ages  afford  continual  example.  From  hence 
proceeded  the  frequent  tumults,  feditions,  and  altera* 
tions  in  the  commonwealths  of  Athens  and  Rome,  as 
often  as  either  by  the  charms  of  orators,  or  the  fway 
of  men  grown  to  unufual  power  and  riches,  the  go- 
vernments were  engaged  in  counfels  or  actions  contra- 
ry 
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ry  to  the  general  interefts  of  the  people.  Hence  the 
fcveral  violent  changes  that  have  arrived  in  the  races 
or  perfons  of  the  Princes  of  England,  France,  or  Spain : 
nor  has  the  force  hereof  appeared  any  where  more  vi- 
fible  than  in  France,  during  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 
and  a  conftant  fuccelTion  of  nninions  (as  they  were  then 
called)  where  all  was  condufted  by  the  private  paf- 
fions,  humours,  and  interefts  of  a  few  perfons  in  fole 
confidence  with  the  King,  contrary  to  thofe  more  pub- 
lic and  current  of  the  people  j  till  he  came  to  lofe  at 
firft  all  efteem,  and  afterwards  obedience,  and,  at  laft, 
his  life  in  the  troubles  given  him  by  the  League. 

That  government  was  in  the  fame  manner  expofed 
to  the  dominion  of  fucceeding  favourites  during  the 
regency  of  the  Queen -mother,  in  the  minority  of 
Lewis  XIII.  which  occafioned  perpetual  commotions 
in  that  State,  and  changes  in  the  miniftry  ;  and 
would  certainly  have  produced  thofe  in  the  govern- 
ment too,  if  Richlieu,  having  gained  the  abfolute 
afcendant  in  that  Court,  had  not  engaged  in  the  de- 
iigns,  at  firft,  of  a  war  upon  the  Hugonots,  and,  af- 
ter that  was  ended,  upon  Spain  ;  in  both  which  he  fell 
in  with  the  current  humour  and  difpofitions  of  the  peo- 
ple -,  which,  with  the  profperous  fuccelfes  of  both 
thofe  enterprifes,  helped  to  bear  up  him  and  the  go- 
vernment againft  all  the  hatred  and  continual  prac- 
tices of  the  great  ones  in  the  kingdom. 

But  the  two  freiheft  examples  may  be  drawn  from 
the  revolutions  of  England  in  the  year  fixty,  and 
of  Holland  in  feventy-two.  In  the  firft,  the  ufurp- 
cd  powers,  that  had  either  defigned  no  root,  or  at 
lean:  drawn  none  but  only  in  the  affedlions  and  interefts 
of  thofe  that  were  engaged  with  the  government  j 
thought  themfelves  fecure  in  the  ftrength  of  an  unfoil- 
cd  army  of  above  fixty  thoufand  men,  and  in  a  reve- 
nue proportionable,  raifed  by  the  awe  of  their  forces, 
though  with  the  mock-forms  of  legal  fupplies  by  pre- 
tended 
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tended  Parliaments  ;  yet  we  faw  them  forced  to  give 
way  to  the  bent  and  current  humour  of  the  people,  irt 
favour  of  their  ancient  and  lawful  government ;  and 
this  mighty  army,  of  a  fudden,  lofe  their  heart  tod 
their  ftrength,  abandon  what  they  had  fo  long  called 
their  caufe  and  their  intereft,  and  content  themfelves 
to  be  moulded  again  into  the  mafs  of  the  people  5  and, 
by  confpiring  with  the  general  humour  of  the  nation, 
make  way  for  the  King's  glorious  reftoration  without 
a  drop  of  blood  drawn  in  the  end  of  a  quarrel,  the 
beginning  and  courfe  whereof  had  been  fo  fatal  to  the 
kingdom. 

For  the  other  in  Holland,  the  conftitution  of  their 
government  had  continued  twenty  years  in  the  hands 
of  their  popular  magiftrates,  after  the  exclufion  or 
intermiffion  of  the  authority  of  the  houfe  of  Orange, 
upon  th;*  death  of  thelaft  Prince,  and  infancy  of  this. 
The  chief  diredtion  of  their  affairs  had  for  eighteen 
years  lain  conftantly  in  the  hands  of  their  Penfioner 
Dc  Witt,  a  minifter  of  the  greatelt  authority  and  fufE- 
ciency,  the  greateft  application  and  induftry  that  was 
ever  known  in  their  State.  In  the  courfe  of  his  mini- 
ftry,  he  and  his  party  had  reduced  not  only  all  the  ci- 
vil charges  of  the  government  in  his  Province,  but  in 
a  manner  all  the  military  commands  in  the  army,  out 
of  the  hands  of  perfons  affeftionate  to  the  houfe  of 
Orange,  intothofe  efteemed  fure  and  faft  to  the  inter- 
efts  of  their  more  popular  State.  And  all  this  had 
been  attended,  for  fo  long  a  courfe  of  years,  with  the 
perpetual  fuccefs  of  their  affairs,  by  the  growth  of 
their  trade,  riches,  and  power  at  home,  and  the  con- 
f  deration  of  their  neighbours  abroad  :  yet  the  general 
humour  of  kindnefs  in  the  people  to  their  own  form 
of  government,  under  the  Princes  of  Orange,  grew 
up  with  the  age  and  virtues  of  the  young  Prince,  fo 
as  to  raife  the  profpe6t  of  fome  unavoidable  revolu- 
tions among  them,  for  fcveral  years  before  it  arrived. 
2  And 
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And  we  have  feen  it  grow  to  that  hcighth  in  this  prc- 
fent  ye^r,  upon  the  PriAce's  comirlg  to  the  two  afid 
twentieth  of  his  age  (the  time  afligned  him  by  their 
conftitutions  for  his  entering  upon  the  public  charges 
of  their  milice)  that,  though  it  had  found  them  in 
peace,  it  muft  have  occafioned  fome  violent  fedition 
in  their  State  :  but,  meeting  with  the  conjundture  of 
t  foreign  invafion,  it  broke  out  into  fo  furious  a  rage 
of  the  people,  and  fuch  general  tumults  through  the 
whole  country,  as  ended  in  the  blood  of  their  chief 
minillers ;  in  the  difplacing  all  that  were  fufpe6led  to  be 
of  their  party  throughout  the  government  •,  in  the  full  re  - 
(litution  of  the  Prince's  authority  to  .the  higheft  point 
any  of  his  anceftors  ever  enjoyed  5  but,  withal,  in  fuch 
a  diftraftion  of  their  counfels,  and  their  aftions,  as 
made  way  for  the  eafy  fuccefles  of  the  French  inva- 
fion, for  the  lofs  of  almoft  five  of  their  Provinces  in 
two  ihonths  time,  and  for  the  general  prefages  of  ut- 
ter ruin  to  their  State, 
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HAV  ING  lately  feen  the  State  of  the  United  Pro- 
vincesy  after  a  prodigious  growth  in  riches^  beauty j^ 
extent  of  commerce^  and  number  of  inbabitantSy 
arrived  at  length  to  fiich  a  height  (by  theftrength  of  their 
natives  y  their  fortifed  towns  andfianding-forces^  with  a 
£onJiant  revenue  proportioned  to  the  fupport  of  all  this 
greatnefs)  as  made  them  the  envy  offome^  the  fear  of  other s^ 
and  the  wonder  of  all  their  neighbours  : 

fFe  have,  thisfummer  pafi^  beheld  the  fame  State^  in 
ihe  midft  of  great  appearing  fafety^  order  ^  ftrengtb^  and 
vigour,  almoji  ruined  and  broken  to  pieces  in  fome  fev) 
days^  and  by  very  few  blows  •,  and  reduced  in  a  manner 
to  its  firfi  principles  ofweahiefs  and  diftrefs  ;  expofed, 
apprefed,  and  very  near  at  mercy  :  their  inland  provinces 
fwallowed  up  by  an  iwvafiony  abnoft  asfuddeny  and  unre- 
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Ji^iiy  as  the  inundations  to  which  the  others  arefuijeSl: 
and  the  remainders  of  their  State  rather  kept  alive  by  neg-- 
leS  cr  dif concert  of  its  enemies^  than  by  anyjirengtb  of 
nature^  or  endeavours  at  its  own  recovery. 

Now^  becaufe  fuch  a  greatnefs^  and  fucb  a  fall  of  this 
Statejfeem  revolutions  unparalleled  in  anyfiory^  andhard^ 
ly  conceived  even  by  thofe  who  have  lately  feen  them  ;  / 
thought  it  might  be  worth  an  idle  man^s  time  togtvefome 
account  of  the  rife  andprogrefs  of  this  commonwealth^  th$ 
caufes  of  their  greatnefsy  and  thefteps  towards  their  fall: 
which  were  all  made  by  motions^  perhaps  little  taken  no- 
iice  of  by  common  eyes^  and  almoft  undifcernible  to  any  man 
that  was  not  placed  to  the  beji  advantage^  and  fomething 
concerned^  as  well  as  much  inclined^  to  obferve  them. 

The  ufual  duty  of  employments  abroad^  impofed  not  on* 

ly  by  cuftomy  but  by  orders  of  State^  made  it  fit  for  me  t9 

prepare  fome  formal  account  of  this  country  and  govern- 

tnent^  after  two  years  embafjy  in  the  midji  of  fo  great  con-- 

junctures  and  negotiations  among  them.     And  fuch  a  re^ 

volution  as  has  Jince  happened   there^    though  it  may 

have  made  thefe  difcourfes  little  important  to  bis  Ma- 

jejty^  or  his  council  \  yet  it  will  not  have  rendered  them 

lefs  agreeable  to  common  eyes^  who^  like  men  that  live  near 

the  fta^  will  run  out  upon  the  cliffs  to  gaze  at  it  in  afiorm^ 

though  they  would  not  look  out  of  their  windows,  to  fee  it 

in  a  calm. 

BefideSy  at  a  time  when  the  a£lions  ofthisfcene  take  up^ 
fo  generally,  the  eyes  and  difcourfes  of  their  neighbours, 
and  the  maps  of  their  country  growfo  much  in  requeft  ;  / 
thought  a  map  of  their  State  and  government  would  not  be 
unwelcome  to  the  world,  fince  it  is  full  as  neceffary  as  the 
others  to  underftand  the  late  revolutions  and  changes  among 
them.  And  as  no  man^sftory  can  be  well  written  till  be 
is  dead  \  fo  the  account  of  this  State  could  not  be  well 
given  till  its  fall,  which  may  juftly  be  dated  from  the 
events  oflaft  fummer  (whatever  fortunes  may  further  at- 
tend them)  Jince  therein  we  have  feen  the  fudden  andvi- 
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elenl  dijfolutivn  of  that  more  popular  govern menij  wbfici 
bad  continuedy  and  madefo  much  ncife^  for  above  twenty 
years y  in  the  worlds  without  theexercife  or  influeme  of  the 
authority  of  the  Princes  of  Orange y  a  part  fo  effential  in 
ihefirji  conjiitutions  of  their  State.  Nor  can  I  wholly  lofe 
tny  pains  in  this  adventure^  when  Ifhall  gain  the  eafe  of 
anfwering  this  way^  at  once,  thofe  many  queflions  I  have 
lately  been  ufed  to  upon  this  occafion  :  which  made  mefirfi 
€bfervey  and  wondei\  how  ignorant  we  were^  generally y  in 
the  affairs  and  conjiitutions  of  a  country ^  fo  much  in  our 
eyey  the  common  road  of  our  travels  y  as  wellasfubje£l  of  our 
ialky  and  which  we  have  beeny  of  latey  not  only  curious^ 
but  concernedy  to  know, 

I  am  very  fenjibky  how  ill  a  trade  it  is  to  writey  whera 
much  is  venturedy  and  little  can  be  gained  \fince  whoever 
does  it  illy  is  fur e  cf  contempt  j  andthejujilieji  that  tan  bCy 
when  no  man  provokes  him  to  difcover  his  own  follies^  or 
U  trouble  the  world.  If  he  writes  welly  he  raifes  the  en- 
'vy  of  thofe  wits  that  are  poffeffed  of  the  voguey  and  arc 
jealous  of  their  preferment  there,  as  if  it  were  in  love^  or 
inflate  ;  and  have  foundy  that  the  near  eft  way  to  their 
^wn  reputation  lies^  right  or  wtongy  by  the  dertfion  of  other 
men.  But,  however,  lam  not  in  pain  ;  for  it  is  the  af- 
feilation  cf  praifey  that  makes  the  fear  of  reproach  ;  and 
I  write  without  other  dejign  than  of  entertaining  very  idle 
meny  andy  among  themy  nvyfelf.  For  I  mujl  confefsy  thai 
being  wholly  ufelefs  to  the  publicy  and  unacquainted  with 
the  cares  ofincreajing  riches  {which  bufy  the  world  5)  being 
grown  cold  to  thepleafures  of  younger  or  livelier  men  ;  and 
having  ended  the  entertainments  of  building  and  plantings 
(which  ufe  to  fucceedthem  >)  finding  little  tajle  in  common 
ccnverfationy  and  trouble  in  much  reading,  from  the  care 
cf  my  (Tjes  Jince  an  illnefs  contracted  by  many  unneceffary 
diligent  es  in  my  employments  abroad  :  there  can  hardly  be 
found  an  idler  man  than  /,  ;;^r,  ccnfequentfyy  one  more  ex-- 
cufablefcr  giving  way  tofuch  amufements  as  this :  having 
nothing  to  do,  but  to  enjoy  the  eafe  of  a  private  Ife  and 
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foriMe^  wbicb^  as  I  know  no  man  envies  y  foj  I  thank  God^ 
no  man  can  reproach. 

I  am  noi  ignorant  ^  that  the  vein  of  reading  Tjever  ran 
lower  than  in  this  age\  andfeldom  goes  farther  than  the 
defigu  of  raiftng  a  flock  to  furnifh  fome  calling  or  conver- 
fation  :  the  defire  of  knowledge  being  either  laughid  cut 
of  doors  by  the  wit  that  pleafes  the  age^  or  beaten  out  by 
intereft  that  fo  much  pcfjeffei  it ;  and  the  amufement  of 
books  giving  way  to  the  liberties  or  refinements  ofpleafurt 
that  were  formerly  lefs  known^  or  lefs  avowed  than  now. 
Tetfome  there  will  always  be  found  in  the  worlds  who  nfk- 
no  more  at  their  idlehourt^  than  t^  forget  thetnfelves ;  and 
whether  that  be  brought  about  by  drink  er  play^  by  love  or' 
hujinefsy  or  by  fome  diverfions  as  idle  as  this^  it  is  ail  a  cafe. 

Beftdesy  it  may  poffibly  fall  out^  at  one  time  or  other ^ 
that  fome  Prince ^  or  great  Mnijler^  may  not  be  illpleafed' 
in  tbefe  kind  of  4nemorials  {upon  fuch  a  fubje£f)  to  trace' 
the  fteps  of  trade  and  riches,  -of  order  and  power  in  a' 
StatCy  and  thofe  likewife  of  weak  or  violent  ^ounfelsy  of 
corrupt  or  ill  conduit ,  offaflion  or  obfinacy,  which  decay 
and  d^olve^befirmejl  governments  \  thatfo,  by  refleiiiohs 
npon  foreign  events^  they  may  provide  the  better  and  the 
earlier  againft  thofe  at  homey  and  raife  their  own  honour 
and  bappinefs  by  equal  degrees  with  the  profperity  an4 
fafety  of  the  nations  they  govern. 

Fory  under  favour  of  thofe  who  wotild  pafs  for  wits  in 
our  age^  by  faying  things  which y  David  tells  us,  the  fool 
faid  in  his ;  and  fet  up  with  bringing  thofe  wares  to 
market y  whichyGod  knows,  have  been  always  in  the  world, 
though  kept  up  in  corners,  becaufe  they  ufed  to  mark  their 
orjoner^y  informer  agesy  with  the  names  of  buffoons,  pro^ 
fane  or  impudent  men  who  deride  all  form  and  order y  as 
well  as  piety  and  truthy  andy  under  the  notion  of  fopperies y 
endeavour  to  diffolve  the  very  bonds  of  all  civil  fociety^ 
Pbougb  by  the  favour  and  proteiiion  thereof  they  them- 
fehes  enjoy  fo  much  greater  proportions  of  wealth  and  of 
^eafures^  than  would  fall  to  their  Jhare  if  all  lay  in  com- 
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moHj  as  they  feem  to  defign  (for  thtnfucbpoffeJftonswouUL 
belong  of  right  to  thejirongejl  andbravefi  among  us.) 

Under  favour  offucb  men^  I  believe  it  will  be  founds  at 
cne  time  or  other ^  by  all  wbofhall  try^  that^  wbilfi  buman 
nature  continues  what  it  is,  tbe  fame  orders  in  State,  tbe 
fame  difcipline  in  armies,  the  fame  reverence  for  tbings  fa- 
ired and  refpeSl  of  civil  inftitutions,  tbe  fame  virtues  and 
difpojitions  of  Princes  and  Magiflrates,  derived,  by  interejl 
cr  imitation,  into  tbe  cujloms  and  bumows  of  tbe  people^ 
will  ever  bave  tbe  fame  effe£ls  upon  theftrengtb  and  great  ^ 
nefs  of  all  governments,  and  upon  tbe  bonour  and  autho- 
rity of  thofe  that  rule,  as  well  as  the  happinefs  andfafety 
if  thofe  that  obey. 

Nor  are  we  to  think  Princes  themfelves  lofers,  or  lefs 
entertained,  when  we  fee  them  employ  their  time  and  their 
thoughts  info  ufeful  fpeculations,  and  to  fo  glorious  ends  : 
hut  that  rather  thereby  they  attain  their  true  prerogative 
cf  being  happier,  as  well  as  greater,  than  fubj ells  can  be. 
For  all  the  pleafures  offenfe  that  any  man  can  enjoy,  are 
within  the  reach  of  a  private  fortune  and  ordinary  contri- 
vance •,  grow  fainter  with  age,  and  duller  with  ufe  ;  mufi 
he  revived  with  intermiffions,  and  wait  upon  the  returns 
cf  appetite,  which  are  no  more  at  call  of  the  rich  than  tbe 
poor.  Tbeflafhes  of  wit  and  good  humour  that  rife  from 
the  vapours  of  wine,  are  little  different  from  thofe  that 
proceed  from  the  beats  of  blood  in  the  firji  approaches 
of  fevers  or  frenzies,  and  are  to  be  valued,  but  as  (in^ 
deed)  they  are,  the  effeSs  of  dijlemper.  But  the  plea- 
fures of  imagination,  as  they  heighten  and  refine  the 
very  pleafures  offenfe,  fo  they  are  of  larger  extent,  and 
longer  duration  \  and  if  the  mofi  fenfual  man  will  confefs 
there  is  a  pleafure  in  pleafing  be  mufi  likewife  allow 
there  is  good  to  a  matfs  felf  in  doing  good  to  others :  and 
tbe  further  this  extends,  the  higher  it  rifes,  and  tbe  longer 
it  lajls.  Bejides,  there  is  beauty  in  order,  and  there  are 
charms  in  well-deferved  praife  :  and  both  are  the  gr eatery 
by  bow  much  greater  thefubjeH  j  as  thefirji  appearing  in 
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41  well-framed  and  well-governed  Siate^  and  the  other  a- 
rifing  from  noble  and  generous  anions.  Nor  can  any 
veins  of  good  humour  ie  greater  than  thofe  that  fwell  by 
the  fuccifs  of  wife  counfels^  and  by  the  fortunate  events  of 
public  chairs  \  Jince  a  man  that  takes  pleafure  in  doing 
good  to  ten  thoufand,  mufi  needs  have  more^  than  he  that 
takes  none  but  in  doing  good  to  himfelf 

But  thefe  thoughts  lead  me  too  far ^  and  to  Utttepurpofe  s 
therefore  Ifhall  leave  them  for  thofe  I  hadfirfl  in  my 
Jkeadj  concerning  the  State  of  the  United  Provinces. 

And  whereas  the  greatnefs  of  their  flrength  andreve- 
mnes  grew  out  of  the  vafinefs  of  their  trade^  into  which 
their  religion,  their  manners  and  difpqfitions,  their  Jitua- 
tion  and  the  form  of  their  government,  were  the  chief  in- 
gredients \  and  this  laji  had  been  raifed,  partly  upon  an 
Mfoundation,  and  partly  with  materials  brought  together 
by  many  and  various  accidents :  it  will  be  neceffary^for  the 
furvey  of  this  great  frame^  togivefome  account  of  the  rife 
^ndprogrefs  of  their  State,  by  pointing  out  the  mofi  remark" 
Me  oecafions  of  thefirfl,  and  periods  of  the  other  -,  to  dif- 
cover  the  nature  and  conjli tut  ions  of  their  government  in 
its  feveral parts,  arid  the  motions  of  it,  from  thejirji  and 
Jn^Ueft  wheels  ;  to  obferve  ^what  is  peculiar  to  them  in 
their  fituaiion  or  difpofttions,  and  what  in  their  religion-, 
to  take  a  furvey  of  their  trade,  and  the  caufes  itf  it\  of 
the  forces  and  revenues  which  compofed  their  greatnefs^ 
and  the  circumftances  and  conjun^ures  which  confpired  to 
their  fall.  And  thefe  are  the  beads  that  fhall  make  the 
order  and  arguments  in  the  feveral  parts  of  thefe  Obfer^ 
I'ations. 
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C  H  A  P,     I. 

Of  the  rife  andprogrefs  of  the  United  Provinces. 

WHoever  will  take  a  view  of  the  rife  of  this  com- 
monwealth, mufl:  trace  it  up  as  high  as  the 
firft  commotions  in  the  Seventeen  Provinces 
under  the  Duchefs  of  Parma's  government,  and  the 
true  caufes  of  that  more  avowed  and  general  revolt  in 
the  Duke  of  Alva's  time :  and,  to  find  out  the  natural 
iprings  of  thofe  revolutions,  muft  re^edt  upon  that 
fort  of  government  under  which  the  inhabitants  of 
thofe  provinces  lived  for  fo  many  ages  pad,  in  the 
fubjedion  of  their  feveral  Dukes  or  Counts,  till,  by 
marriages,  fucceffions,  or  conqueft,  they  came  to  be 
united  in  the  Jioufe  of  Burgundy,  under  Philip  fur- 
named  The  Good :  and  afterwards  in  that  of  Auftria, 
under  Philip  father  of  Charles  the  fifth  ;  and  l^ftly^  ia 
the  perfon  of  that  great  Emperor  incorporated  with 
thole  vaft  dominions  of  Germany  and  Spain,  Italy  and 
the  Indies. 

Nor  will  it  be  from  the  pgrpofe,  upon  this  fearch,  to 
run  a  little  higher  into  the  antiquities  of  thefe  coyn- 
tries  ;  for  though  moft  men  are  contented  only  to  fee 
a  river  as  it  runs  by  them,  and  talk  of  the  changes  in  . 
it  as  they  happen ;  when  it  is  troubled,  or  when  clear ; 
when  it  drowns  the  country  in  a  flood,  or  forfakes  it 
in  a  drought  :  yet  he  that  would  know  the  nature  of 
the  water,  and  the  caufes  of  thofe  accidents  (fo  as  to 
guefs  at  their  continuance  or  return^  mufl  find  out  its 
fource,  and  obferve  with  what  ftrength  it  rifes,  what 
length  it  runs,  and  how  many  fmall  ftreams  fall  in, 
and  feed  it  to  fuch  a  height,  as  make  it  either  delight- 
ful or  terrible  to  the  eye,  and  ufeful  or  dangerous  tq 
the  country  about  it. 

The  numbers  and  fury  of  the  northern  nations,  un- 
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dcrmany  different  names,  having  by  feveral  inunda- 
tions broken  down  the  whole  frame  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire (extended  in  their  provinces  as  far  as  the  Rhine) 
cither  gave  a  birth,  or  made  way  for  the  feveral  king- 
doms and  principalities  that  have  fince  continued  in 
the  parts  of  Europe  on  this  fide  that  river,  which  made 
the  ancient  limits  of  the  Gallick  and  German  nations. 
The  traft  of  land,  which  we  ufually  call  the  Low- 
Countries,  was  fo  wafted  by  the  invafions  or  marches 
of  this  raging  people  (who  pafled  by  them  to  greater 
conquefts)  that  the  inhabitants  grew  thin  ;  and,  being 
fccure  of  nothing  they  poflefled,  fell  to  feek  the  fup- 
port  of  their  lives,  rather  by  hunting,  or  by  violence, 
than  by  labour  and  induftry  •,  and  thereby  the  grounds 
came  to  be  uncultivated,  and  in  the  courfe  of  years 
turned  either  to  foreft,  or  marfhes  •,  which  are  the  two 
natural  foils  of  all  defolated  lands  in  the  more  tempe- 
rate regions.  For  by  foaking  of  frequent  fhowers, 
and  the  courfe  of  waters  from  the  higher  into 
lower  grpunds,  when  there  is  no  iflue  that  helps  them 
to  break  out  into  a  channel,  the  flat  land  grows  to  be 
a  mixture  of  earth  and  water,  and  neither  of  common 
•ufe  nor  paflTage  to  man  or  bcaft,  which  is  called  a 
marfli.  The  higher,  and  fo  the  drier  parts,  moiftened 
by  the  rain,  and  warmed  by  the  fun,  Ihoot  forth  fome 
forts  of  plants,  as  naturally  as  bodies  do  fome  forts  of 
hair,  which  being  preferved  by  the  deiblatenefs  of  a 
place  untrodden,  as  well  as  untilled,  grow  to  fuch  trees 
or  ftirubs  as  are  natural  to  the  foil ;  and  thofe  in  time, 
producing  both  food  and  fhelter  for  feveral  kind  of 
beafts,  make  the  fort  of  country  we  call  a  Foreft. 

And  fuch  was  Flanders  for  many  years  before  Char- 
lemaign's  time,  when  the  power  of  the  Francs,  having 
raifed  and  eftabliflied  a  great  kingdom  of  their  own, 
upon  the  entire  conqueftof  Gayl,  begun  to  reduce  the 
fliforders  of  that  country  to  the  form  of  a  civil,  or  (at 
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lead)  military  government ;  to  make  divifions  and 
diftributions  of  lands  andjurifdiftions,  by  the  bounty 
of  the  Prince,  or  the  fervices  of  his  chief  followers 
and  commanders  :  to  one  of  whom  a  great  extent  of 
this  land  was  given,  with  the  title  of  Forefter  of  Flan- 
ders. This  office  continued  for  feveral  deicents,  and 
began  to  civilize  the  country,  by  repreffing  the  vio- 
lence of  robbers  and  fpoilers,  who  infefted  the  woody 
and  fafl:  places,  and  by  encouraging  the  milder  peo- 
ple to  fall  into  civil  focieties,  to  truft  to  their  induftry 
ibr  fubfiftance,  to  laws  for  proteftion,  and  to  their 
arms  united  under  the  care  and  conduft  of  their  go- 
vernors, for  fafety  and  defence. 

In  the  time  of  Charlemaign,  as  fome  write,  or,as  o- 
chers,  in  that  of  Charles  the  Bald,  Flanders  was  erect- 
ed into  a  county,  which  changed  the  title  of  Forefter 
for  that  of  Count,  without  interrupting  the  fucceffion. 

What  the  extent  of  this  county  was  at  firft,  or  how 
far  thejurifdiftion  ofForefters  reached,  I  cannot  af- 
firm i  nor  whether  it  only  bordered  upon,  or  included 
the  lower  parts  of  the  vaft  woods  of  Ardenne,  which, 
in  Charlemaign's  time,  was  all  foreft  as  high  as  Aix, 
and  the  rough  country  for  fome  leagues  beyond  it, 
and  was  ufed  commonly  by  that  Emperor  for  his 
hunting  :  this  appears  by  the  ancient  records  of  that 
city,  which  attribute  the  difcovery,  or,  at  leaft,  re- 
trieving the  knowledge  of  thofe  hot  baths,  to  the  for- 
tune or  that  Prince  while  he  was  hunting  :  for  his 
horfe,  poching  one  of  his  legs  into  fome  hollow  ground, 
made  way  for  the  fmoking  water  to  break  out,  and 
gave  occafion  for  the  Emperor's  building  that  city, 
and  making  it  his  ufual  feat,  and  the  place  of  coro- 
nation for  the  following  Emperors. 

Holland,  being  an  idand  made  by  the  dividing 
branches  of  the  ancient  Rhine,  and  called  formerly 
Batavia,  was  efteemed  rather  a  part  of  Germany  thao 
Gaul  (between  which  it  was  fcatcd^^  in  regard  of  its 
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being  planted  by  the  Catti,  a  great  and  ancient  peo- 
ple of  Germany,  and  was  treated  by  the  Romans  ra- 
ther as  an  allied  than  fubjeded  province  ;  who  drew 
from  thence  no  other  tribute  befides  bands  of  foldiers 
much  efteemed  for  their  valour,  and  joined  as  auxi- 
liaries to  their  legions  in  their  Gallick,  German,  and 
Britiih  wars. 

It  is  probable,  this  ifland  changed  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  inhabitants  and  cuftoms,  as  well  as  names,  upon 
the  inroads  of  the  barbarous  nations,  but  chieRy  of 
the  Normans  and  Danes,  from  whofe  countries  and 
language  the  names  of  Holland  and  Zealand  feem  to 
be  derived.  But,  about  the  year  860,  a  fonofthe 
Count  of  Prize,  by  a  daughter  of  the  Emperor  Lewis 
II,  was  by  him  inftituted  Count  of  Holland,  and  gave 
beginning  to  that  title  •,  which,  running  fince  that  time 
through  fo  many  direA  or  collateral  fuccefllons  and 
fome  ufurpations,  came  to  an  end  at  lafl  in  Philip  IL 
King  of  Spain,  by  the  defedtion  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces. 

Under  thefe  firft  Forefters  and  Counts  (who  begun  to 
take  thofe  wafted  countries  and  mixed  people  into  their 
care,  and  to  intend  the  growth,  ftrength,  and  riches  of 
their  fubjefts,  which  they  efteemed  to  be  their  own) 
many  old  and  demoliftiedcaftles  were  rebuilt,  many  new 
ones  ereftcd,  and  given  by  the  Princes  to  thofe  of  their 
fubje(51:s  or  friends  whom  they  moft  loved  or  efteemed, 
with  large  circuits  of  lands  for  their  fupport,  and  feig- 
neurial  jurifdidtionover  the  inhabitants ;  and  this  upon 
feveral  eafy  conditions,  but  chiefly  of  attendance  on 
their  Prince  at  the  neceflTary  times  of  either  honouring 
him  in  peace,  or  ferving  him  in  war.  Nay  poflibly, 
fome  of  thofe  feigneuries  and  their  jurifdiftions  may, 
as  they  pretend,  have  been  the  remains  of  fome  old 
principalities  in  thofe  countries  among  the  Gallick  and 
German  nations,  the  firft  inftitutions  whereof  were 
Joft  in  the  immenfity  of  time  that  preceded  the  Ro- 
man 
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man  difcoveries  or  conqueft,  and  might  be  derived 
perhaps  from  the  firft  paternal  dominion,  or  concur- 
rence of  loofe  people  into  orderly  neighbourhoods^ 
>vith  a  deference,  if  not  fubjeftion,  to  the  wifeft  or 
braveft  amon^  them. 

Under  the  fame  Counts  were  either  founded  or  re- 
ftored  many  cities  and  towns;  of  which  the  old  had 
their  ancient  freedoms  and  jurifdiftions  confirmed,  or 
others  annexed ;  and  the  new  had  either  the  famt 
granted  to  them  by  example  of  the  others,  or  great 
immunities  and  privileges  for  the  encouragement  of 
inhabitants  to  come  and  people  in  them :  all  thefe 
conftitutions  agreeing  much  in  fubftance,  perhaps  by 
imitation,  or  elfe  by  the  agreeing  nature  of  the  people 
for  whom,  or  by  whom,  they  were  framed,  but  dif- 
fering in  form  according  to  the  difference  of  their  ori- 
ginal, or  the  feveral  natures,  cuftoms,  and  interefta 
of  the  Princes,  whofe  conceffions  many  of  them  were, 
jmd  all  their  permiflions. 

Another  conftitution,  which  entered  deep  into  their 
government,  may  be  derived  from  another  fource. 
For  thofe  Northern  nations,  whofe  unknown  lan- 
guage and  countries  perhaps  made  them  be  called 
Barbarous  (though  indeed  almoft  all  nations  out  of 
Italy  and  Greece  were  ftyled  fo  by  the  Romans)  but 
whofe  viftories  in  obtaining  new  feats,  and  orders  in 
poflefling  them,  might  make  us  allow  them  for  a 
better  policied  people,  than  they  appeared  by  the  vaft- 
ncfs  of  their  multitude,  or  the  rage  of  their  battles : 
wherever  they  pafled,  and  feated  their  colonies  and 
dominions,  they  left  a  conftitution  which  has  fince 
been  called,  in  moft  European  languages,  the  States  ; 
confifting  of  three  orders.  Noble,  Ecclefiaftical,  and 
Popular,  under  the  limited  principality  of  one  perfon^ 
with  the  ftyle  of  King,  Prince,  Duke,  or  Count.  The 
remainders,  at  leaft,  or  traces  hereof,  appear  ftill  in 
all  the  principalities  founded  by  thofe  people  in  Italy^ 
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Jt'rance^  and  Spain ;  and  were  of  a  piece  with  the  pre- 
fent  conftitutions  in  moft  of  the  great  dominions  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine:  and  it  feems  to  have 
been  a  temper  firft  introduced  by  them  between  the 
tyranny  of  the  eaftern  kingdoms,  and  the  liberty  of 
the  Grecian  or  Roman  commonwealths. 

It  is  true,  the  Goths  were  gentiles  when  they  firft 
broke  into  the  Roman  empire,  till  one  great  fwarm  of 
this  people,  upon  treaty  with  one  of  the  Roman  Em- 
perors, and  upon  conceflions  of  a  great  tradt  of  land 
to  be  a  feat  for  their  nation,  embraced  at  once  the 
chriftian  faith.   After  which,  the  fame  people  break- 
ing out  of  the  limits  had  been  allowed  them,  and  by 
fre/h  numbers  bearing  all  down  where  they  bent  their 
march  ;  as  they  were  a  great  means  of  propagating  re- 
ligion in  many  parts  orEurope,  where  they  extended 
their  conquefts ;  fo  the  zeal  of  thefe  new  profelytes, 
warmed  by  the  veneration  they  had  for  their  Bi(hop3 
and  Paftors,  and  enriched  by  the  fpoils  and  poffeflions 
of  fo  vaft  countries,  feems  to  have  been  the  firft  that 
introduced  the  maintenance  of  the  churches  and  cler- 
gy, by  endowments  of  lands,  lordfhips,  and  vaflals, 
appropriated  to  them  :  for  before  this  time  the  au- 
thority of  the  priefthood  in  all  religions  feemed  wholly 
to  confift  in  the  people's  opinion  of  their  piety,  learn- 
ing, or  virtues,  or  a  reverence  for  their  charafter  and 
myftical  ceremonies  and  inftitutions  •,  their  fupport, 
or  their  revenues,  in  the  voluntary  ablations  of  pious 
men,  the  bounty  of  Princes,  or  in  a  certain  fhare  out 
of  the  Jabours  and  gains  of  thofe  who   lived  under 
their  cure,  and  not  in  any  fubjeftion  of  men's  lives  or 
fortunes,  which  belonged  wholly  to  the  civil  power : 
and  Ammianus,  though  he  taxes  theluxury  of  the  Bi- 
fhops  in  Valentinian's  time,  yet  he  fpeaks  of  their  ri- 
ches, which  occafionedor  fomented  it,  as  arifing  wholly 
from  the  oblations  of  the  people.     But  the  devotion 
©f  thefe  new  Chriftians  introducing  this  new  form  of 
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endowing  their  churches ;  and  afterwards  Pepin  and 
Charlemaign,  Kings  of  the  Francs,  upon  their  vidtories 
in  Italy,  and  the  favour  of  the  Roman  Bilhop  to  their 
title  and  arms,  having  annexed  great  territories  and 
jurifdiftions  to  that  fee  \  this  example,  or  cuftom,  was 
followed  by  moft  Princesof  the  northern  races  through 
the  reft  of  Europe,  and  brought  in  to  the  clergy  great 
pofTeflTions  of  lands,  and  by  a  neceflary  confequence  a 
great  fhare  of  temporal  power,  from  the  dependences 
of  their  fubjeds  or  tenants;  by  which  means  they 
came  to  be  generally  one  of  the  three  orders  that 
compofedthe  aflembly  of  the  States  in  every  country. 
This  conftitution  of  the  States  had  been  eftablifhed 
from  time  immemorial   in  the  feveral  provinces  of 
the  Low-Countries,   and  was  often  aflembled  for  de* 
termining  difputes  about  fucceflion  of  their  Princes, 
where  doubtful  or  contefted  -,  for  deciding  thofe  be- 
tween the  great  towns  •,  for  raifmg  a  milice  for  the 
defence  of  their  countries  in  the  wars  of  their  neigh- 
bours-, for  advice  in  time  of  dangers  abroad,  or  dif- 
contents  at  home  -,  but  always  upon  the  new  fuccef- 
fion  of  a  Prince,  and  upon  any  new  impofitions  that 
were  neceflary  on  the  people.     The  ufe  of  this  aflem- 
bly was  another  of  thofe  liberties,  whereof  the  inha- 
bitants of  thefe  provinces  were  fo  fond  and  fo  tena- 
cious.    The  reft,  befides  thofe  ancient  privileges  al- 
ready mentioned  of  their  towns,  were  concefllons  and 
graces  of  feveral  Princes  \  in  particular,  exemptions 
or  immunities,  jurifdiftion  both  in  choice  and  excr- 
cife  of  magiftracy  and  civil  judicature  within  them- 
felves ;  or  elfe  In  the  cuftoms  of  ufing  none  but  natives 
in  charges  and  offices,  and  pafling  all  weighty  afiairs 
by  the  great  council  compofed  of  the  great  Lords  of 
the  country,  who  were  in  a  manner  all  temporal, 
there  being  but  three  Bifliops  in  all  the  Seventeen 
Provinces  till  the  time  of  Philip  II.  of  Spain. 
The  revenues  of  thefe  Princes  confifted  in  their  ans 
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dent  demf fneS)  in  fmall  cuftoms  (which  yet  grew 
confiderable  by  the  greatnefs  of  trade  in  the  maritime 
towns)  and  in  the  voluntary  contributions  of  their 
fubjefbSy  either  in  the  States  or  in  particular  cities,  ac- 
cording to  the  neceflities  of  their  Prmce^  or  the  af- 
fedions  of  the  people.  Now  were  thefe  frequent ; 
for  the  forces  oi  thefe  Counts  were  compofed  of  fuch 
Lords,  who,  either  by  their  governments,  or  other  of- 
fices, or  by  the  tenure  of  their  lands,  were  obliged  to  at  - 
tend  their  Prince  on  horfeback,  with  certain  numbers 
rf  men,  upon  all  his  wars :  or  elfe  of  a  milice,  which 
was  called  Les  gens  d^ordormance^  who  ferved  on  foot, 
and  were  not  unlike  our  train-bands ;  the  ufe,  or  at 
leaft  ftyle,  whereof  was  renewed  in  Flanders  upon  the 
laft  war  with  France  in  1 667,  when  the  Count  Eg- 
mont  was  made,  by  the  Governor,  General  des  gcn3 
(Pordonnance. 

Thefe  forces  were  defrayed  by  the  cities  or  coun- 
tries, as  the  others  were  raifed  by  the  Lords  when  oc- 
cafion  required-,  and  all  were  Ucenfed  immediately 
when  it  was  paft,  fo  that  they  were  of  little  charge 
to  the  Prince.  His  wars  were  but  with  other  Princes 
of  his  own  fize,  or  competitors  to  his  principality ; 
or  fometimes  with  the  mutinies  of  his  great  towns ; 
ihort,  though  violent  -,  and  decided  by  one  battle  or 
fiegc  •,  unlefs  they  fell  into  the  quarrels  between  Eng- 
land and  France,  and  then  they  were  engaged  but  in 
the  (kirts  of  the  war,  the  grofs  of  it  being  waged  be- 
tween the  two  Kings,  and  thefe  fmaller  Princes  made 
ufe  of  for  the  credit  of  alliance,  or  fometimes  the  com- 
modioufnefs  of  a  diverfion,  rather  than  for  any  great 
weight  they  made  in  the  main  of  the  affair. 

The  moft  frequent  wars  of  the  Counts  of  Holland 
were  with  the  Frizons,  a  part  of  the  old  Saxons  -,  and 
the  fierceft  battles  of  fome  of  the  Counts  of  Flanders 
were  witlv  the  Normans,  who  pafled  that  way  into 
France,  and  were  the  laft  of  thofe  nations  that  have 
J  .  infefted 


72     Obfervatiom  upon  the  United  Pfovincesl 

infefted  the  more  fouthern  parts  of  Europe.     I  have 
ibmetimes  thought,  how  it  fhould  have  come  to  pais, 
that  the  infinite  fwarm  of  that  vaft  northern  hive, 
which  fo  often  (hook  the  world  like  a  great  tempcfty 
and  overflowed  it  like  a  great  torrent ;  changing  names» 
and  cuftoms,  and  government,  and  language,  and  the 
very  face  of  nature,  where-ever  they  feated  them-* 
fclves;  which,  upon  record  of  ftory,  under  the  name 
of  Gauls,   pierced  into  Greece  and  Italy,  facking 
Rome,  and  befieging  the  Capitol  in  Camillus's  time  ; 
under  that  of  the  Cimbers,  marched  through  France, 
to  the  very  confines  of  Italy,  defended  by  Marius  j 
under  that  of  Hunns  or  Lombards,  Vifigoths,  Goths, 
and  Vandals,  conquered  the  whole  forces  of  the  Ro- 
man empire,  facked  Rome  thrice  in  a  fmall  compaf* 
of  years,  feated  their  kingdoms  in  Spain  and  Arric, 
as  well  as  Lombardy-,  and,  under  that  of  Danes  or 
Normans,  poflefled  themfelves  of  England,  a  great 
part  of  France,  and  even  of  Naples  and  Sicily :  how 
(I  fay  J  thefe  nations,  which  feemed  to  fpawnin  every 
age,  and  at  fome  intervals  of  time  difcharged  their 
own  native  countries  of  fo  vaft  numbers,  and  with 
fuch  terror  to  the  world,   fhould,    about  feven  or 
eight  hundred  years  ago,  leave  off  the  ule  of  thefe  fu- 
rious expeditions,  as  if  on  a  fudden  they  fhould  have 
grown  barren,  or  tame,  or  better  contented  with  their 
own  ill  climates.     But,  I  fuppofe,  we  owe  this  bene- 
fit wholly  to  the  growth  and  progrefs  of  chriftianity 
in  the  north,   by  which,  early  and  undiftinguifhed 
copulation,   or  multitude  of  wives,  were  either  rc- 
ftrained  or  abrogated :  by  the  fame  means  learning 
and  civility  got  footing  among  them  in  fome  degree, 
and  inclofed  certain  circuits  of  thofe  vaft  regions,  by 
the  diftinftions  and  bounds  of  kingdoms,  principali- 
ties, or  commonalties.     Men  began  to  leave  their 
wilder  lives,  fpent  without  other  cares  or  pleafurcs, 
than  of  food,  oroflufti  and  betook  themfelves  tcr 
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the  cafe  and  entertainment  of  focieties :  with  order 
and  labour,  riches  begun,  and  trade  followed  ;  and 
thefe  made  way  for  luxury,  and  that  for  many  difeafes 
or  ill  habits  of  body,  which,  unknown  to  the  former 
and  Ampler  ages,  began  to  (horten  and  weaken  both 
life  and  procreation.  Befides,  the  divifions  and  cir- 
cles of  dominion  occafioned  wars  between  the  feveral 
nations,  though  of  one  faith  \  and  thofe  of  the  Poles, 
Hungarians,  and  Mufcovites,  with  the  Turks  or  Tar- 
tars, made  greater  flaughters  :  and  by  thefe  accidents, 
I  fuppofe,  the  numbers  of  thofe  fertile  broods  have 
been  leflened,  and  their  limits  in  a  meafure  confined  5 
and  we  have  had  thereby,  for  fo  long  together,  in  thefe 
parts  of  the  world,  the  honour  and  liber-ty  of  draw- 
ing our  own  blood,  upon  the  quarrels  of  humour  or 
avarice,  ambition  or  pride,  without  the  alTiftance,  or 
need,  of  any  barbarous  nations  to  deftroy  us. 

But  to  end  this  digreflion,  and  return  to  the  Low- 
Countries,  where  the  government  lafted,  in  the  form 
and  manner  defcribed  (though  in  feveral  principa- 
lities) till  Philip  of  Burgundy,  in  whom  all  the  Se- 
venteen Provinces  came  to  be  united. 

By  this  great  extent  of  a  populous  country,  and 
the  mighty  grov/th  of  trade  in  Bruges,  Ghent,  and 
Antwerp  (attributed  by  Comines  to  thegoodnefs  of 
the  Princes,  and  eafe  and  fafety  of  the  people)  both 
Philip,  and  his  fon  Charles  the  Hardy,  found  them- 
felves  a  match  for  France,  then  much  weakened,  as 
well  by  the  late  wars  with  England,  as  the  faftions 
of  their  Princes.  And  in  the  wars  with  P'rance  was 
the  houfe  of  Burgundy,  under  Charles,  and  Maximi- 
lian of  Auftria  (who  married  his  daughter  and  heir) 
and  afterwards  under  Charles  V.  their  grand-child, 
almoft  conftantly  engaged  •,  the  courfe,  fucceffes,  and 
revolutions  whereof  are  commonly  known. 

Philip  of  Burgundy,  who  begun  them,  was  a  good 
and  wife  Prince,  loved  by  his  fubjefts,  and  efteemed 
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by  his  enemies ;  and  took  his  meafures  fo  well,  that,, 
upon  the  dechning  of  the  Englifh  greatnefs  abroad 
by  their  diflenfions  at  home,  he  ended  his  quarrels  in. 
France,  by  a  peace,  with  fafety  and  honour ;  fo  that 
be  took  no  pretence  from  his  greatnefs,  or  his  wars»< 
to  change  any  thing  in  the  forms  of  his  government  r 
but  Charles  the  Hardy,  engaged  more  raflily  agamib 
France  and  the  Switzers,.  begun  to  aflc  greater  and 
frequent  contributions  of  his  fubjeds  •,  which,  gained 
at  firft  by  the  credit  of  his  father's  government  and 
his  own  great  defigns,  but  fpent  in  an  unfortunate, 
war,  made  his  people  difcontented,  and  him  dif- 
efteemed,  till  he  ended  an  unhappy  life,  by  an  un- 
timely death,  in  the  battle  of  Nancy. 

In  the  time  of  Maximilian,  {everal  German  troops- 
were  brought  down  into  Flanders,  for  their  defence 
againft  France ;  and  in  that  of  Charles  V.  much) 
greater  forces  of  Spaniards  and  Italians,  upon  the 
fame  occafion  •,  a  thing  unknown  to  the  Low-Coun- 
tty-men  in  the  time  of  their  former  Princes.  But,, 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  this  Emperor's  reign, 
who  was  commonly  on  the  fortunate  hand,  his  great- 
nefs and  fame,  incrcaing  together,  either  diverted 
or  fupprefled  any  difcontents  of  his  fubjedb  upon  the 
increafe  of  their  payments,  or  the  grievance  of  fo  ma- 
ny foreign  troops  among  them.  Befides>  Charles  was^ 
of  a  gentle  and  a  generous  nature  v  and,,  being  boni' 
in  the  Low-CountrieSy  was  naturally  kind  and  eafy  to^ 
that  people,  whofe  cuftoms  and  language  he  always* 
ufed  when  he  was  among  tiiem,  and  employed  alL 
their  great  men  in  the  charges  of  his  court,  his  go- 
vernment, or  his  armies,  through  the  feveral  parts  06 
his  vaft  dominions  -,  fo  that,  upon  the  laft  greatr 
aftion  of  his  life,  which  was  the  refignation  of  his- 
crowns  to  liis  fon  and  brother,  he  left  to  Philip  II.  the 
Seventeen  Provinces  in  a  condition  as  peaceable,, 
and  as  loyal,  as  either  Prince  or  fubjefts  could  defire. 

PhUip 
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Philip  II.  coming  to  the  pofleflion  of  fo  many  and 
gitat  dominions,  about  the  year  1556,  after  fome  tri- 
al of  good  and  ill  fortune  in  the  war  with  France 
(which  was  left  him  by  his  father,  like  an  incum- 
brance upon  a  great  eftate)  reftored,  by  the  peace  of 
Cambray,  not  only  the  quiet  of  his  own  countries, 
but  in  a  manner  of  all  Chriftendom,  which  was  in 
fome  degree  or  other  engaged  in  the  quarrel  of  thefe 
Princes.  After  this,  he  refolved  to  return  into  Spain, 
and  leave  the  Low-Countries  under  a  fubordinatc 
government,  which  had  been  till  Charles  V's  time 
the  conftant  feat  of  theirJPrinces,  and  fhared  the  pre- 
fence  of  that  great  Emperor,  with  the  reft  of  his  do- 
minions. But  Philip,  a  Spaniard  born,  receiving 
from  the  climate  or  education  of  that  country  the 
fcverenefs  and  gravity  of  the  nation,  which  the  Fle- 
mings called  refervednefs  and  pride  •,  conferring  the 
offices  of  his  houfe,  and  the  honour  of  his  council 
and  confidence,  upon  Spaniards,  and  thereby  intro- 
ducing their  cuftoms,  habits,  and  language  inco  the 
Court  of  Flanders  \  continuing,  after  the  peace,  thoie 
SpaniOi  and  Italian  forces,  and  the  demand  of  iup- 
plies  from  the  States,  which  the  war  had  made  necef- 
fary  and  the  eafier  fupported,  he  foon  left  off  being 
loved,  and  began  to  be  feared,  by  the  inhabitants  of 
tbofe  provinces. 

But  Philip  II.  thought  it  not  agreeing  with  the 
pomp  and  greatnefs  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  already 
at  the  head  of  fo  mighty  dominions,  nor  with  his  de- 
figns  of  a  yet  greater  empire,  to  confider  the  difcon- 
tents  or  grievances  of  fo  fmall  a  country ;  nor  to  be 
limited  by  their  ancient  forms  of  government :  and 
therefore,  at  his  departure  for  Spain,  and  fubfti- 
tution  of  his  natural  fifter  the  Duchefs  of  Parma  for 
Govcmcfs  of  the  Low-Countries,  aflifted  by  the  mi- 
niftiy  of  Granvell,  he  left  her  inftrufted  to  continue 
the  jtoreign  troops,  and  the  demand  of  money  from 
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the  States  for  their  fupport,  which  was  now  by  z 
k>ng  courfe  of  war  grown  cuftomary  among  then% 
and  the  fums  only  difputed  between  the  Prince  and 
the  States ;  to  eftablifh  the  fourteen  Bifhops,  he  had 
agreed  with  the  Pope,  ftiould  be  added  to  the  three 
that  were  anciently  in  the  Low-Countries  •,  to  revive 
the  edids  of  Charles  V.  againft  Luther,  publiflied  in 
a  diet  of  the  empire  about  the  year  1550,  but  eluded 
in  the  Low-Countries  even  in  that  Emperor's  time ; 
and  thereby  to  make  way  for  the  inquifition  with  the 
fame  courfe  it  had  received  in  Spain,  of  which  the  Lu- 
therans here,  and  the  Moors  there,  were  made  an 
equal  pretence.  And  thefe  points,  as  they  came  to 
be  owned  and  executed,  made  the  firft  commotions 
of  men's  minds  in  the  Provinces. 

The  hatred  of  the  people  againft  the  Spaniards,  and 
the  infolences  of  thofe  troops,  with  the  charge  of  their 
fupport,  made  them  looked  upon  by  the  inhabitants 
in  general,  as  the  inftruments  of  their  oppreflion  and 
flavery,  and  not  of  their  defence,  when  a  general  peace 
had  left  them  no^  enemies :  and  therefore  the  States 
begun  here  their  complaints,  with  a  general  confent 
and  pafllon  of  all  the  nobles,  as  well  as  towns  and 
country.  And  upon  the  delays  that  were  contrived^ 
or  fell  in,  the  States  firft  refufed  to  raife  any  more 
monies,  either  for  the  Spaniards  pay,  or  their  own 
ftanding  troops  j  and  the  people  ran  into  fo  grea( 
defpair,  that  in  Zealand  they  abfolutely  gave  over  the 
working  at  their  digues,  iliffering  the  fea  to  gain  every 
tide  upon  the  country  ;  and  relolving  (as  they  faid) 
rather  to  be  devoured  by  that  element,  than  by  the 
Spanifh  foldiers  :  fo  that,  after  many  diiputes  and  in- 
trigues between  the  Governefs  and  the  Provinces, 
the  King,  upon  her  remonftrances,  was  induced  to 
their  removal;  which  was  accordingly  performed 
with  great  joy  and  applaufe  of  the  people. 

The  erefting  of  fourteen  new  Bilhops  fees  railed 
I  -  the 
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die  next  contefi:.  The  great  Lords  looked  upon  chk 
innovation  as  a  leflening  of  their  power,  by  incrodu- 
cing  fo  many  new  men  into  the  great  council.  The 
Abbots  (out  of  whofe  lands  they  were  to  be  endowed) 
{beaded  againft  it,  as  a  violent  ufurpation  upon  the 
rights  of  the  Church,  and  the  will  ot  the  dead,  who 
had  given  thofe  lands  to  a  panicular  ule.  The  com- 
mons murmured  at  it,  as  a  new  degree  of  oppreffion 
upon  their  confcience  or  liberty-,  by  the  erecting  fo 
many  new  fpiritual  courts  of  judicature,  and  fo  great 
a  number  of  judges,  being  feventecn  for  three  that 
were  before  in  tke  country,  and  thofe  depeoding  ab- 
folutely  upon  the  Pope,  or  the  King.  And  all  men 
declaimed  againfl  it,  as  a  breach  of  the  King's  oath, 
at  his  acceflion  to  the  government,  for  the  preferving 
the  Church  and  the  laws  in  the  fame  (late  he  found 
them.  However  this  point  was  gained  entirely  by 
the  Governefs,  and  carried  over  the  head  of  all  op- 
pofition,  though  not  without  leaving  a  general  dif- 
content. 

In  the  midfl:  of  thefe  ill  humours  ftirring  in  Flan* 
dcrs,  the  wars  of  religion  breaking  out  in  France 
drove  great  numbers  of  Calvinifts  into  all  thofe  parts 
of  the  Low-Countries  that  confine  upon  France,  as 
the  troubles  of  Germany  had  before  of  Lutherans  in- 
to the  provinces  about  the  Rhine;  and  the  perfecu- 
tions  under  Queen  Mary  thofe  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land into  Flanders  and  Brabant,  by  the  great  com- 
merce of  this  kingdom  with  Bruges  and  Antwerp. 

Thefe  accidents  and  neighbourhoods  filled  thefe 
countries,  in  afmall  tract  of  time,  with  fwarms  of  the 
xeformed  profefTors:  and  the  admiration  of  their  zeal, 
the  opinion  of  their  do6krine  and  piety,  the  compaf- 
fion  of  their  fufferings,  the  infufionof  theirdifcontents^ 
or  the  humour  of  the  age,  gained  them  every  day 
many  profelytes  in  the  Low-Countries,  fome  among 
the  nobles^  pany  among  the  villages,  but  mod  a^ 
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mong  the  cities,  whofe  trade  and  riches  were  much 
increased  by  thefe  new  inhabitants  -,  and  whofe  in- 
tercft  thereby,  as  well  as  converfation,  drew  them  on 
to  their  favour. 

This  made  work  for  the  inquifition,  though  mode* 
jately  exercifed  by  the  prudence  and  temper  of  the 
Governefs,  mediating  between  the  rigour  of  Granvcll, 
in  draining  up  to  the  higheft  his  mafter*s  authority  and 
the  execution  of  his  commands  upon  all  occafions, 
and  the  refolutenefs  of  the  Lords  of  the  Provinces 
to  temper  the  King's  edifts,  and  proteft  the  liberties 
of  their  country  againft  the  admiflion  of  this  new  and 
arbitrary  judicature,  unknown  to  all  ancient  laws  and 
cuftoms  of  the  country,  and  for  that  not  lefs  odious 
to  the  people,  than  for  the  cruelty  of  their  executions. 
For,  before  the  inquifition,  the  care  of  religion  was 
in  the  Biftiops ;  and  before  that  in  the  civil  magiftratcs 
throughout  the  Provinces. 

Upon  angry  debates  in  council,  but  chiefly  upon 
the  univerfal  miniftry  of  Granvell,  a  Burgundian  of 
mean  birth,  grown  at  lad  to  be  a  Cardinal,  and  more 
famous  for  the  greatnefs  of  his  parts,  than  the  goodnefs 
of  his  life,  the  chief  Lords  of  the  country  (among 
whom  the  Prince  of  Orange,  Counts  Egmont  and 
Home,  the  Marquis  of  Berghen  and  Montigny,  were 
moft  confiderable)  grew  to  lb  violent  and  implacable 
an  hatred  of  the  Cardinal  (whether  from  paffion  or 
intereft)  which  was  fo  univerfally  fpread  through  the 
whole  body  of  the  people,  either  by  the  caufes  of  it, 
or  the  example,  that  the  Lords  firft  refufed  their  at* 
tendance  in  council,  proteffing,  not  to  endure  the 
fight  of  a  man  fo  abfolute  there,  and  to  the  ruin  of 
their  country :  and  afterwards  petitioned  the  Kin^ 
in  the  name  of  the  whole  country,  for  his  removal : 
upon  the  delay  whereof,  and  the  continuance  of  the 
inquifition,  the  people  appeared,  upon  daily  occafions 
and  accidents,  heated  to  that  degree,  as  threatened  a 
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^general  combuftion  in  the  whole  body  whenever  the 
ieaft  flame  ihould  break  out  in  any  part. 

But  the  King  at  length  confented  to  Granvell's  re- 
ccfs,  by  the  opinion  ot  the  Duchefs  of  Parma,  as  weU 
as  the  purfuit  of  the  Provinces :  whereupon  the  Lords 
^roiflumed  their  places  in  council  -,  Count  Egmont 
was  fent  into  Spain  to  reprefent  the  grievances  of  the 
Provinces ;  and  being  favourably  difpatched  by  the 
Xing*  clpccially  by  remitting  the  rigour  of  the  edids 
about  religion  and  the  inquifition,  ail  noife  of  difcon- 
tent  and  tumult  was  appeafed,  the  Lords  were  made 
ufc  of  by  the  Governefs  in  the  counfel  and  condudl 
of  afiairs,  and  the  Governefs  was  by  the  Lords  both 
obeyed  and  honoured. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 565,  there  was  a  con- 
ference at  Bayonne  between  Catherine  Queen  mother 
of  France  and  her  fon  Charles  IX.  (though  very 
young)  with  his  fifter  IfabelJa  Qiieen  of  Spain :  in 
which  no  other  perfon  but  the  Duke  of  Alva  inter- 
vened, being  deputed  thither  by  Philip,  who  excufed 
Jiis  own  prefence,  and  thereby  made  this  interview 
pafs  for  an  effeft  or  exprefllon  of  kindnefs  betweea 
the  mother  and  her  children.     Whether  great  refolu- 
tions  are  the  more  fufpeded  where  great  fecrefy  is 
obferved,  or  it  be  true,  what  the  Prince  of  Orange  af- 
iirmed  to  have  by  accident  difcovered,    that  the  ex- 
tirpation of  all  families,  which  Ihould  profefs  the  new 
•religion  in  the  French  or  Spanifh  dominions,  was  here 
agreed  on,  with  mutual  alfiftance  of  the  two  crowns  ; 
it  is  certain,  and  was  owned,  that  matters  of  religion 
were  the  fubjed  of  that  conference  •,  and  that  fooa 
after,  in  the  fame  year,  came  letters  from  King  Philip 
to  the  Duchefs  of  Parma,  difcl  aiming  the  interpretation 
which  had  been  given  to  his  letters  by  Count  Egmont; 
ideclaring,  hispleafure  was,  that  all  heretics  fhould  be 
j>ut  to  death  without  remiflion-,  that  the  Emperor's  e- 
^li&s,  axidtbe  council  of  Trent,  ihould  be  pubUfhed  and 
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obferved  ;  and  commanding,  that  the  utmoftafliftance 
of  the  civil  power  fhould  be  given  to  the  inquifition. 

When  this  was  divulged  at  firft,  the  aftonifliment 
was  great  throughout  their  provinces  ;  but  that  foon 
gave  way  to  their  rage,  which  begun  to  appear  in  their 
looks,  in  their  fpeeches,  their  bold  meetings  and  libels; 
and  was  increafed  by  the  miferable  fpedacles  of  fo  ma- 
ny executions  upon  account  of  religion  :  the  conftancy 
of  the  fufterers  and  compaflion  of  the  beholders  con- 
fpii  ing  generally  toleflenthe  opinion  of  guilt  or  crime, 
and  heighten  a  deteftation  of  the  puniftiment,  and  de- 
fire  of  revenge  againft  the  authors  of  that  counfel,  of 
-whom  the  Duke  of  Alva  was  efteemed  the  chief. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1566,  began  an  open 
mutiny  of  the  citizens  in  many  towns,  hindering  exe- 
cutions, and  forcing  prifons  and  officers-,  and  this 
was  followed  by  a  confederacy  of  the  Lords,  never  to 
fufFer  the  inquifition  in  the  Low-Countries,  as  con- 
trarj'  to  all  laws,  both  facred  and  profane,  and  ex- 
ceeding the  cruelty  of  all  former  tyrannies ;  upon 
which,  all  refolutions  of  force  or  rigour  grew  unfafe 
for  the  government,  now  too  weak  for  fuch  a  revolu- 
tion of  the  people  -,  and  on  the  other  fide  Brederode, 
in  confidence  of  the  general  favour,  came  at  the  head 
of  two  hundred  gentlemen,  through  the  Provinces,  to 
BruiTcls,  and  in  bold  terms  petitioned  the  Governcfs 
for  abolifhing  the  inquifition  and  edifts  about  reli- 
gion, and  that  new  ones  (hould  be  framed  by  a  con- 
vention of  the  States, 

The  Governefs  was  forced  to  ufe  gentle  remedies 
to  fo  violent  a  difcafe  ;  to  receive  the  petition  without 
Ihew  of  the  refentment  fhe  had  at  heart,  and  to  pro- 
mife  a  reprefentation  of  their  defires  to  the  King  j 
which  was  accordingly  done :  but  though  the  King 
•was  ftartled  with  fuch  confequences  of  his  laft  com- 
mands, and  at  length  induced  to  recall  them ;  yet, 
whether  by  the  flowncfs  of  his  nature,  or  the  forms  of 
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the  Spanifli  Court,  the  anfwer  came  too  late :  and  as 
ail  his  former  conceffions,  either  by  delay  or  teflimo- 
nies  of  ill  will  or  meaning  in  them,  had  lofl  the  good 
grace,  fo  this  loft  abfolutely  the  eflfect,  and  came  in- 
to the  Low- Countries  when  all  was  in  flame  by  an 
infurredion  of  the  meaner  people  through  many  great 
towns  of  Flanders,  Holland,  and  Utrecht,  who  fell 
violently  upon  the  fpoil  of  churches,  and  deftrudioa 
of  images,  with  a  thoufand  circumftances  of  barba* 
rous  and  brutifli  fury  -,  which,  with  the  inftitution  of 
confiftories  and  magiftrates  in  each  town  among  thoie 
of  the  reformed  profeffion,  with  public  confederacies 
and  diftinftions,  and  private  contributions  agreed 
upon  for  the  fupport  of  their  common  caufe,  gave  the 
firft  date  in  this  year  of  1566  to  the  revolt  of  the 
Low-Countries. 

But  the  nobility  of  the  country,  and  the  richeft  of 
the  people  in  the  cities,  though  unfatisSed  with  the 
government,  yet  feeling  the  cffefe,  and  abhorring 
the  rage,  of  popular  tumults,  as  the  worft  mifchief 
that  can  befal  any  State ;  and  encouraged  by  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Kin^s  conceflions,  begun  to  unite  their 
counfels  and  forces  with  thofe  of  the  Govemefs,  and 
to  employ  themfelves  both  with  great  vigour  and 
loyalty  for  fupprefling  the  late  infurredions,  that 
had  feized  upon  many,  and  fliaked  moft  of  the  cities 
of  the  Provinces;  in  which  the  Prince  of  Orange  and 
Count  Egmont  were  great  inftruments,  by  the  au- 
thority ot  their  great  charges  (one  being  Governor  of 
Holland  and  Zealand,  and  the  other  of  Flanders) 
but  more  by  the  general  love  and  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple-, until  by  the  reducing  Valenciennes,  Macftricht, 
and  the  Burfe,  by  arms;  the  fubmiffion  of  Antwerp 
and  other  towns;  the  dcfedion  of  Count  Egmont 
from  the  counfels  of  the  Confederate  Lords  fas  they 
were  called;)  the  retreat  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  in- 
to Germany;  and  the  death  of  Brederode^  with  the 
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news  and  preparations  of  King  Philip's  fudden  jour* 
aey  into  the  Low-Countries,  as  well  as  the  prudence 
and  moderation  of  the  Duchefs  in  governing  all 
thcfe  circumftanccs ;  the  whole  eftate  ot  the  Provin- 
ces was  perfedly  rcftored  to  its  former  peace,  obc- 
dience,  and,  at  leaft,  appearance  of  loyalty. 

King  Philip,  whether  having  never  really  decreed 
his  journey  into  Flanders,  or  diverted  by  the  pacifica* 
tion  of  the  Provinces,  and  apprehenfion  of  the  Moora 
jrcbclling  in  Spain,  or  a  diltruft  of  his  fon  Prince 
Charles's  violent  paflions  and  dilpofitions,  or  the  cx- 
peftation  of  what  had  been  refolvcd  at  Bayonne  grow* 
ing  ripe  for  execution  in  France,  gave  over  the  dif- 
courfe  of  feeing  the  Low-Countries  j  but  at  the  fame 
cime  took  up  the  refolution  for  difpatching  the  Duke 
of  Alva  thither  at  the  head  of  an  army  ol  ten  thou- 
fand  veteran  Spanifh  and  Italian  troops,  for  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  Governefs,  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
the  fupprefTing  and  punifhment  of  all  who  had  beea 
authors  or  fomenters  of  the  late  feditions. 

This  refult  was  put  fuddenly  in  execution,  though 
wholly  againft  the  advice  of  the  Duchefs  of  Parma 
in  Flanders,  and  the  Duke  of  Feria  (one  of  the  chief 
minifters)  in  Spain,  who  thought  the  prefent  peace 
of  the  Provinces  ought  not  to  be  invaded  by  new  oc- 
cafions ;  nor  the  royal  authority  leflened  by  being 
made  a  party  in  a  war  upon  his  fubjeds ;  nor  a  mi* 
nifter  employed  where  he  was  fo  profelTedly  both 
hating  and  hated,  as  the  Duke  of  Alva  in  the  Low* 
Countries. 

But  the  King  wasunmoveable-,  fothat,  in  the  end 
of  the  year  1567,  the  Duke  of  Alva  arrived  there 
with  an  army  of  ten  thoufand,  the  bed  Spanifh  and 
kalian  foldiers,  under  the  command  of  the  choiceft 
officers,  which  the  wars  of  Charles  V.  or  Philip  IL 
had  bred  up  in  Europe ;  which,  with  two  thoufand 
Germans  the  Duchefs  of  Parma  had  raifed  in  the  laD: 
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tumults,  and,  under  the  command  of  fo  old  and  re« 
Bowned  a  General  as  the  Duke  of  Alva,  made  up  % 
force,  which  nothing  in  the  Low-Countries  could 
look  in  the  face  with  other  eyes,  than  of  aftonilhment^ 
fubmiflion,  or  defpain 

Upon  the  firft  report  of  this  expedition,  the  trading 
people  of  the  towns  and  country  began  in  vaft  num- 
oers  to  retire  out  of  the  provinces ;  fo,  as  the  DucheA 
wrote  to  the  King,  that,  in  few  days,  above  a  hun- 
dred thoufand  men  had  left  the  country,  and  with* 
drawn  both  their  money  and  goods,  and  more  were 
following  every  day :  fo  great  antipathy  there  ever 
appears  between  merchants  and  foldiers ;  whilft  one 
pretends  to  be  fafe  under  laws,  which  the  other  pre* 
tends  fhall  be  fuhjed  to  his  fword  and  his  will.  And 
upon  the  firft  adion  of  the  Duke  of  Alva  after  his  ar- 
rival, which  was  the  feizing  of  the  Counts  EgmonC 
and  Home,  as  well  as  the  fulpeded  death  of  the  Mar- 
quis of  Berghen,  and  imprilonment  of  Montigny  ia 
Spain  (whither,  fome  months  before,  they  had  beea 
fent  with  commifCon  and  inilrudions  from  the  Du- 
chefs)  fhe  immediately  delired  leave  of  the  King  to 
retire  out  of  the  Low-Countries. 

This  was  eafily  obtained,  and  the  Duke  of  Alva 
invcftcd  in  the  government,  with  powers  never  givea 
before  to  any  Governor:  a  council  of  twelve  was  c- 
re&ed  for  trial  of  all  crimes  committed  againft  the 
King's  authority,  which  was  called  by  the  people^ 
The  Council  of  Blood.  Great  numbers  were  con- 
demned and  executed  by  fentence  of  this  council^ 
upon  account  of  the  late  infurredions ;  more  by  that  of 
the  inquifition,  againfl  the  parting  advice  of  the  Du- 
chefs  of  Parma,  and  the  exclamation  of  the  people  at 
thofe  illegal  courts.  The  town  ftomached  the  breach 
of  their  charters,  the  people  of  their  liberties,  the 
Knights  of  the  Golden- Fleece  the  charters  of  their  or- 
jder,   by  thefe  new  and  odiou3  courts  of  judicature : 

all 
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all  complain  of  the  difufe  of  the  States,  of  the  intro- 
dudion  of  armies,  but  all  in  vain  :  the  King  was 
conftant  to  what  he  had  determined  -,  Alva  was  in 
kis  nature  cruel  and  inexorable  ;  the  new  army  was 
fierce  and  brave,  and  defirous  of  nothing  fo  much  as 
a  rebellion  in  the  country  •,  the  people  were  enraged, 
but  awed  and  unheaded :  all  was  feizure  and  procefs, 
confifcation  and  imprifonment,  blood  and  horror,  in- 
iblence  and  dejeftion,  punifliments  executed,  and  me- 
ditated revenge  :  the  fmaller  branches  were  lopt  off 
apace  ;  the  great  ones  were  longer  a  hewing  down. 
Counts  Egmont  and  Home  lafted  feveral  months ; 
but,  at  length,  in  fpite  of  all  their  fervices  to  Charles 
V.  and  to  Philip,  as  well  as  of  their  new  merits  in  the 
quieting  of  the  Provinces,  and  of  fo  great  fupplica- 
tions  and  interceflions  as  were  made  in  their  favour, 
both  in  Spain  and  in  Flanders,  they  ^¥ere  publickly 
beheaded  at  Bruflels ;  which  feemed  to  break  all  patience 
in  the  people,  and,  by  their  end,  to  give  thofe  com- 
motions a  beginning,  which  coft  Europe  fo  much 
blood,  and  Spain  a  great  part  of  the  Low- Country 
Provinces. 

After  the  procefs  of  Egmont  and  Home,  the  Prince 
cf  Orange,  who  was  retired  into  Germany,  was  fum- 
moned  to  his  trial  for  the  fame  crimes,  of  which  the 
others  had  been  accufed  -,  and,  upon  his  not  appear- 
ing, was  condemned,  proclaimed  traitor,  and  his  whole 
cftate  .which  was  very  great  in  the  Provinces,  and  in 
Burgundy)  feized  upon,  as  forfeited  to  the  King. 
The  Prince,  treated  in  this  manner  while  he  was 
quiet  and  unarmed  in  Germany,  employs  all  his  cre- 
dit with  thofe  Princes  engaged  to  him  by  alliance  or 
by  common  fears  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  throws  off 
all  obedience  to  the  Duke  of  Alva,  raifes  forces,  joins 
with  great  numbers  flocking  to  him  out  of  the  Pro- 
vinces, all  enraged  at  the  Duke  of  Alva's  cruel  and 
^bitrary  government,  and  refolved  to  revenge  the 

Count 
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Count  Egmont*s  death  (who  had  ever  been  the  dar- 
ling of  the  people.)  With  thefe  troops  he  enters 
•Frieziand,  and  invades  the  outward  parts  of  Brabant^ 
receives  fuccours  from  the  Proteftants  of  France,  then 
in  arms  under  the  Prince  of  Conde  :  and  after  many 
various  encounters  and  fuccefles,  by  the  great  conduft 
of  Alva,  and  valour  of  his  veteran  army,  being  hin- 
dered from  feizing  upon  any  town  in  Brabant  (which 
both  of  them  knew  would  (hake  the  fidelity  of  the 
Provinces;  he  is  at  length  forced  to  break  up  his  ar- 
my, and  to  retire  into  Germany.  Hereupon  Alva 
returns  in  triumph  to  Bruflels  :  and,  as  if  he  had 
made  a  conqueft,  inftead  of  a  defence,  caufes,  out 
of  the  cannon  taken  from  Lewis  of  Naflau,  his  ftatue 
to  be  caft  in  brafs,  treading  and  infulting  upon  two 
fmaller  ftatucs  that  reprefented  the  two  eftates  of  the 
Low-Countries  -,  and  this  to  be  erefted  in  the  citadel 
he  had  built  at  Antwerp  for  the  ablblute  fubjedling 
of  that  rich,  populous,  and  mutinous  town. 

Nething  had  raifed  greater  indignation  among  the 
Flemings,  than  the  public  fight  and  oftentation  of 
this  ftatue  ;  and  the  more,  becaufe  they  knew  the 
boaft  to  be  true,  finding  their  ancient  liberties  and 
privileges  (the  inheritance  of  fo  many  ages,  or  boun- 
ty of  fo  many  Princes)  all  now  proltrate  before  this 
one  man's  fword  and  will,  who  from  the  time  of 
Charles  V.  had  ever  been  efteemed  an  enemy  of  their 
nation,  and  author  of  all  the  counfels  for  the  abfolute 
lubduing  their  country. 

But  Alva,  moved  with  no  rumours,  terrified  with 
no  threats  from  a  broken  and  unarmed  people,  and 
thinking  no  meafures  nor  forms  were  any  more  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  obferved  in  the  Low-Countries,  pretends 
greater  fums  are  neceflary  for  the  pay  and  reward  of 
his  vidorious  troops,  than  were  annually  granted,  up- 
on the  King's  requeft,  by  the  States  of  the  provinces  : 
and  therefore  demands  a  general  tax  of  the  hun- 
dredth 
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4lredth  part  of  every  man's  eftate  in  the  Low-Countries, 
to  be  raifed  at  once  :  and,  for  the  future^  the  twentieth 
of  all  immoveables,  and  the  tenth  ofall  that  was  fold. 

The  States  with  much  reludancy  confent  to  the 
firft,  as  a  thing  that  ended  at  once ;  but  refufed  the 
ether  two,  alledging  the  poverty  of  the  Provinces, 
and  the  ruin  of  trade.  Upon  the  Duke's  perfifting, 
they  petition  the  King  by  meflengers  into  Spain,  but 
nmhout  redrefs  ;  draw  out  the  year  in  contefts,  fome- 
times  flomachful,  fometimes  humble,  with  the  Go- 
vernor ;  till  the  Duke,  impatient  of  further  delay, 
caufes  the  edid,  without  confent  of  the  States,  to  be 
publifhed  at  Bruilels.  The  people  refufe  to  pay,  the 
ibldiers  begin  to  levy  by  force,  the  townfmen  all  fliut 
up  their  (hops,  the  people  in  the  country  forbear  the 
market,  fo  as  not  fo  much  as  bread  or  meat  is  to  be 
bought  in  the  town.  The  Duke  is  enraged,  and  calls 
the  foldiers  to  arms,  and  commands  feveral  of  the  in- 
habitants, who  refufed  the  payments,  to  be  hanged 
that  very  night  upon  their  fign-pofts  ;  which  nothing 
moves  the  obftinacy  of  the  people  :  and  now  the  ot- 
ficers  of  the  guards  are  ready  to  begin  the  executions, 
when  news  comes  to  town  of  the  taking  of  the  Briei 
by  the  Gueufes,  and  of  the  expeftation  that  had  been 
given  of  a  fudden  revolt  in  the  Province  of  Holland. 

This  unexpefted  blow  ftruck  the  Duke  of  Alva  ; 
and  forefeeing  the  confequences  of  it,  becaufe  he  knew 
the  ftubble  was  dry,  and  now  he  found  the  fire  was 
fallen  in,  he  thought  it  an  ill  time  to  make  an  end  of 
the  tragedy  in  Brabant,  whilft  a  new  fcene  was  opened 
in  Holland  ;  and  fo,  giving  over  for  the  prefent  his 
taxes  and  executions,  applies  his  thoughts  to  the  fop- 
predion  of  this  new  enemy,  that  broke  in  upon  him 
from  the  fea  ;  and,  for  that  reafon,  the  bottom  and 
reach  of  the  defign,  as  well  as  the  nature  and  ilrength 
of  their  forces,  were  to  the  Duke  the  lefs  known,  and 
the  more  fufpedted.  Now>  becaufe  this  feizure  of  the 
I  Briel 
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Briel  begun  the  fecondgceac  commotion  of  the  L.ow-» 
Countries  in  1570,  and  that  which  indeed  never  end« 
ed,  but  in  the  lofs  of  thofe  Provinces^  where  the  death 
«f  the  Spanifli  and  Royal  government  gave  life  to  a 
sew  commonwealth,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  know^ 
what  fort  of  men,  and  by  what  accidents  united,  and 
by"  what  fears  or  hopes  emboldened,  were  the  firft  aiKr 
thors  of  this  adventure. 

Upon  Brederode's  delivering  a  petition' to  the  DiK 
chefs  of  Parma  againft  the  inquifition,  and  for  fome 
liberty  in  point  of  religion,  thofe  perfons,  which  at-^ 
tended  him,  looking  mean  in  their  cloaths  and  their 
garb,  were  called  by  one  of  the  courtiers,,  at  their  en-» 
trance  into  the  palace,  gueufeSy  which  (ignifies  beg-* 
gars  ;  a  name,  though  raifed  by  chance,  or  by  fcorn^, 
yet  affeded  by  the  party,  as  an  exprefTion  of  humili- 
ty and  diitrefs,  and  ufed  ever  after  by  both  fides  as 
a  name  of  diftin£tion  comprehending  all  who  dif«^ 
iiented  from  the  Roman  Church,  how  different  foever 
in  opinion  among  themfelves. 

Thefe  men,  fpread  in  great  numbers  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  Provinces  by  the  accidents  and 
difpoGtions  already  mentioned,  after  the  appealing  of 
their  firftfcditioa  were  broken  in  their  common  coun^r 
iels  ;  and  by  the  cruelty  of  the  inquifition,  and  rigour 
of  Alva,  were  in  great  multitudes  forced  to  retire  out 
ef  the  Provinces^at  leafl,  fuchas  had  means  or  hopes- 
of  fubfifting  abroad  :  many  of  the  poorer  and  more 
defperate  fled  into  the  woods  of  the  upper  countries 
( wheve  they  are  thick  and  wild)  and  lived  upon  fpoil ;, 
and,  in  the  firft  defcent  of  the  Prince  of  Orange's- 
forces,  did  great  mifchief  to  all  fcattered  parties  of 
the  Duke  of  Alva*s  troops  in  their  march  through, 
thofe  parts.  But,  after  that  attempt  of  the  Prince 
ended  without  fuccefs,  and  he  was  forced  back  intcv 
Germany,  the  Count  of  Marcke,  a  violent  and  im- 
placable enemy  to  the  Duke  of  Alva  and  his  govern- 
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ment,  with  many  others  of  the  broken  troops  (whom 
the  fame  fortune  and  difpofition  had  left  together  in 
Friezland)  manned  out  fome  Ihips  of  fmall  force,  and 
betook  themfelves  to  fea ;  and,  with  commi(fions  from 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  begun  to  prey  upon  all  they 
could  mafter,  that  belonged  to  the  Spaniards.  They 
fometimes  fheltered  and  watered,  and  fold  their  prizes 
in  fome  creeks  or  fmall  harbours  of  England,  though 
forbidden  by  Queen  Elizabeth  (then  in  peace  with 
Spain  ;)  fometimes  in  the  river  Ems,  or  fome  fmall 
ports  of  Friezland  ;  till  at  length,  having  gained  con- 
fiderable  riches  by  thefe  adventures,  whether  to  fell, 
or  to  refrefli,  whether  driven  by  ftorm,  or  led  by  de- 
fign  (upon  knowledge  of  the  ill  blood  which  the  new 
taxes  had  bred  in  all  the  Provinces)  they  landed  in  the 
ifland  of  the  Briel,  afTaulted  and  carried  the  town, 
pulled  down  the  images  in  the  churches,  profefled  o- 
penly  their  religion,  declared  againft  the  taxes  and  ty- 
ranny of  the  Spanifli  government,  and  were  immedi- 
ately followed  by  the  revolt  of  mod  of  the  towns  of 
Holland,  Zealand,  and  Weft- Friezland,  who  threw 
out  the  Spanilh  garrifons,  renounced  their  obedience 
to  King  Philip,  and  fwore  fidelity  to  the  Prince  of  O- 
range. 

The  Prince  returned  out  of  Germany  with  new  forces^ 
and,  making  ufe  of  this  fury  of  the  people,  contented 
not  himfelf  with  Holland  and  Zealand,  but  marched 
up  into  the  very  heart  of  the  Provinces,  within  five 
leagues  of  Bruflels,  feizingupon  Mechlin,  and  many 
other  towns,  with  fo  great  confent,  applaufe,  and  con- 
courfe  of  people,  that  the  whole  Spanifli  dominion 
feemed  now  ready  to  expire  in  the  Low-Countries,  if 
it  had  not  been  revived  by  the  maffacreof  the  Proteft* 
ants  at  Paris  -,  which,  contrived  by  joint  counfels  with 
King  Philip,  and  aded  by  a  Spanifli  party  in  the  Court 
of  France,  and  with  fo  fatal  a  blow  to  the  contrary 
fa<ftion,  encouraged  the  Duke  of  Alva,  and  damped 

the 


Chap.  f.      Of  their  rife  and  progrefs.      '    '    Sg 

the  Prince  of  Orange  in  the  fame  degree ;  Co  that  one 
gathers  ftrength  enough  to  defend  the  heart  of  the 
Provinces,  and  the  other  retires  into  Holland,  and 
xnakes  that  the  feat  of  the  war. 

This  country  was  ftrong  by  its  nature  and  feat  a- 
mong  the  waters  that  encompafs  and  divide  it ;  but 
more  by  a  rougher  fort  of  people^  at  that  time  left 
ibfbened  by  trade  or  by  riches,  lefs  ufed  to  grants  of 
money  and  taxes,  and  proud  of  their  ancient  fame^ 
recorded  in  the  Roman  ftories,  of  being  obftinate  de- 
fenders of  their  liberties,  and  now  mod  implacable 
haters  of  the  Spanifh  name. 

All  thefe  difpofitions  were  increafed  and  hardened 
in  the  war  that  enfued  under  the  Duke  of  Alva*s  con* 
duft,  or  his  fons  ;  by  the  flaughtcr  of  all  innocent  per- 
fons  and  fexcs  upon  the  taking  of  Naerden,  where 
the  houfes  were  burnt,  and  the  walls  levelled  to  the 
ground ;  by  the  defperate  defence  of  Haerlem  for  ten 
months,  with  all  the  pradbices  and  returns  of  ignomi* 
ny,  cruelty,  and  fcom  on  both  fides,  while  the  very 
^omcn  lifted  themfelves  in  companies,  repaired  brea- 
ches, gave  alarms,  and  beat  up  quarters,  till,  all  being 
'^milhed,  four  hundred  burghers  (after  the  furrender) 
^^re  killed  in   cold  blood,  among  many  other  ex- 
^''Jples  of  an  incenfed  conqut^ror ;  which  made  the 
^uinour  of  the  parties  grow  more  defperate,  and  their 
*^^t*cd  to  Spain  and  Alva  incurable. 

'JThe  fame  army  broken  and  forced  to  rife  from  be- 
V**^  Alcmaer,  after  a  long  and  fierce  fiege  in  Alva's 
^'^^ ;  and  from  before  Ley  den  in  the  time  of  Requife- 
^^^  (where  the  boors  themfelves  opened  the  fluices,* 
^^^  drowned  the  country,  rcfolving  to  mifchief  the 
Spaniards  at  the  charge  of  their  own  ruin)  gave  the 
B^at  turn  to  affairs  in  Holland. 

The  King  grows  fenfible  of  danger,  and  apprehen- 

ftve  of  the  total  defeftion  of  the  Provinces ;  Alva 

Weary  of  his  government,  finding  his  violent  counfels 
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and  proceedings  had  raifed  a  fpirit,  which  was  quielf 
before  he  came,  and  was  never  to  be  laid  any  more. 
The  Duke  is  recalled,,  and  the  war  goes  on  under  Re- 
quifenes  ;  who  dying  fuddenly  and  without  provifions- 
n?ade  by  the  King  for  a  fucceflbr,  the  govemment,  by 
cuftoms  of  the  country,  devolved  by  way  of  interim^ 
upon  the  Great  Council,  which  laded  fome  time^  by- 
the  delay  of  Don  John  of  Auftria's  coming,  who  was* 
declared  the  new  Governor. 
[  But,  in  this  interim,  the  flrength  of  the  difcafe  ap^- 
pears  ;  for,  upon  the  mutiny  of  fome  Spaniih  troops 
lor  want  of  their  pay,  and  their  fcizing  Aloft,  a  town^ 
near  Bruflels^.the  people  grow  into  a  rage,  the  tradef- 
men  give  over  their  fhops,  and  the  country-men  their 
labour,  and  all  run  to  arms :  in  BrufTels  they  force  the 
Senate,  pull  out  thofe  men  they  knew  to  be  moft  ad* 
difted  to  the  Spaniards,,  kill  fuch  of  that  nation  ar 
they  meet  in  the  ftrcets,  and  all  in  general  cry  out  for 
the  expulfion  of  foreigners  out  of  the  Low-Countries,. 
and  the  aflfemblingofrhe  States;  to  which  theCoun* 
cil  is  forced  to  confent.     In  the  mean  time,  the  chief 
perfons  of  the  Provinces  enter  into  an  agreement  with* 
l3le  Prince  of  Orange,  to  carry  on  the  common'  affairs 
of  the  Provinces  by  the  fame  counfels  v  fo  as^  when- 
the  Eftates  afTembled  at  Ghent,  without  any  contefr 
they  agreed  upon  that  ad,  which  was  called  7'i^/tfn- 
Jication  cf  Ghent ^   in  the  year  1576,  whereof  the  chief 
articles  were.  The  expulfion  of  all  foreign  feUiers  out  of 
the  Provinces  :  refloring  all  the  ancient  forms  of  gemern- 
ment :  and  referring  matters  of  Religion  in  each  Prowme' 
to  the  provincial  Elates:  and  that^  for  performance  there- 
fify  the  reft  of  the  Provinces  fhould  for  ever  be  confederate' 
with  Holland  and  Zeeland.     And  this  made  the  firft 
period  of  the  Low- Country   troubles,  proving  to* 
King  Philip  a  dear  experience  how  little  the  beft  oon- 
du£k,  and  boldeft  armies,  are  able  to  withftand  the 
torrent  of  a^  ftubborn  and  enraged  people,  which  ever 
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bears  all  down  before  it,  till  it  comes  to  be  divided  iqi* 
CO  di/ferent  channels  by  arts,  or  by  chance  \  or,  till 
the  fprings,  which  are  the  humours  that  fed  it,  come 
to  be  ipent,  or  dry  up  of  themfelves. 

The  foreign  forces,  refufing  to  depart,  are  declared 
rebels  ;  whereupon  the  Spaniih  troops  force  and  plun** 
dcr  (everal  towns,  and  Antwerp  among  the  reft  (by 
advantage  of  the  citadel)  with  equal  courage  and  ava- 
rice ;  and  defend  themielves  in  fever^l  holds  from  the 
forces  of  the  States,  till  Don  John's  arrival  at  Luxem* 
burgh,  the  only  town  of  the  Provinces  where  he 
thought  hiihfelf  fafe,  as  not  involved  in  the  defeftioa 
of  the  reft, 

TheEftates  refufe  to  admit  him  without  his  accepts* 
ing  and  confirming  the  pacification  of  Ghent  ;  which 
at  length  he  does,  by  leave  from  the  King,  and  enters 
upon  the  government  with  the  difmiffion  of  all  fo- 
reign troops,  which  return  into  Italy.  But  foon  aftcr^ 
Don  John,  whether  out  of  indignation  to  fee  himfelr 
but  a  precarious  Governor,  without  force  or  depen- 
dence 5  or  defiring  new  occafions  of  fame  by  a  war ; 
or  inftrudted  from  Spain  upon  new  counfels,  takes  the 
occafion  of  complimenting  Queen  Margaret  of  Nar 
varrc  upon  her  journey  out  of  France  to  the  Spaw» 
aad  on  a  fudden  feizes  upon  the  caftle  of  Namur, 
Whereupon  the  Provinces  for  the  third  time  throw  off 
their  obedience,  call  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  Bruflels^  , 
where  he  is  made  Proteftor  of  Brabant  by  the  States 
of  that  Province,  and  preparations  are  made  on  both 
fides  for  the  war  •,  while  Spain  is  bufy  to  form  new 
amoies,  and  draw  them  together  in  ,Namur  and  Lux- 
emburgh,  the  only  Provinces  obedient  to  that  crown; 
and  all  the  reft  agree  to  eleft  a  Governor  of  their  own, 
and  iend  to  Matthias  the  Emperor's  brother,  to  offer 
him  the  charge. 

At  this  time  began  to  be  formed  the  male- content 
party  in  the  Low* Countries ;  /which  though  agreeing 
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with  the  reft  in  their  hatred  to*  the  Spaniards,  and  de- 
fence of  their  liberties  and  laws,  yet  were  not  inclined 
to  fh^ke  off  aHcgiftnce  to  their  Prince,  nor  change  their* 
old  and  eftabliftied  religion  :  and  thefe  were  headed  by 
the  Duke  of  Arefchot,  and  feveral  great  men,  the  more 
averfe  from  a  general  defeftion,  by  emulation  or  envy 
of  the  Prince  of  Grangers  greatnefs,  who  was  now 
growff  to  have  all  the  intlucnce  and  credit  in  the  coun« 
fels  of  the  league. 

By  the  affiftance  of  this  party^  after  Don  John's 
fudden  death,  the  Duke  of  Parma,  fucceeding  him,- 
gained  ftrength  and  reputation  upon  his  coming  to 
the  government,  and  an  entrance  upon  that  great  fcena 
of  glory  and  viftory,  which  made  both  his  perfoa  fo 
renowned,  and  the  time  of  his  government  (ignalized 
byfo  many  fieges  and  battles,  and  the  redu6tionof  fo 
great  a  part  of  the  body  of  the  Provinces  to  the  fub^* 
jedlion  of  Spain. 

Upon  the  growth  of  this  party,  and  for  dfftin6Hoii  . 
from  them,  who,  purfuing  a  middle  and  dangerous 
counfel,  were  at  length  to  become  an  acceflfion  to  on« 
of  the  extremes  j  the  more  northern  Provinces,  meet* 
ing  by  their  Deputies  at  Utrecht,  in  the  year- 1579^ 
framed  an  a&  or  alliance,  which  was  ever  after  called 
the  Union  of  Utrecht  ;  and  was  the  original  conftitu-^ 
tion  and  frame  of  that  commonwealth,  which  has  fincc 
been  fo  well  known  in  the  world  by  the  name  of  the 
United  Provinces. 

This  union  was  grou  nded  upon  the  Spaniards  breack 
of  the  pacification  of  Ghent,  and  new  invafion  of  fome 
towns  in  Guclderland  •,  and  was  not  pretended  tp  di- 
vide thefe  Provinces  from  the  generality,  nor  from  the 
faid  pacification  ;  but  to  ftrengthen  and  purfue  the 
ends  of  it,  by  more  vigorous  and  united  counfels  and 
arms. 

The  chief  force  of  this  union  confifts  in  theie points, 
drawn  out  of  the  inftrumcnt  itfcif ; 
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The  Seven  Provinces  unite  themfelves  fo,  as  if  they 
were  but  one  Province,  and  fo,  as  never  to  be  divid- 
ed by  teftament,  donation,  exchange,  fale,  or  agree* 
^ent  :  rcferving  to  each  particular  Province  and  city 
all  privileges,  rights,  cuftoms,  and  Hatutes :  in  ad« 
judging  whereof,  or  differences  that  fhall  arife  betweea 
any  of  the  Provinces,  the  reft  fhall  not  intermeddle 
further,  than  to  intercede  towards  an  agreement. 

They  bind  themfelves  to  afTift  one  another  with  life 
and  fortunes  againft  all  force  and  affauh  made  upon  any 
of  them,  whether  upon  pretence  of  royal  majefty,  of 
reftoring  Catholic  religion,  or  any  other  whatfoever. 

All  frontier-towns  belonging  to  the  union,  if  old,  to 
be  fortified  at  the  charge  ^f  the  Province  where  they  lie; 
if  new,  to  be  eredted  at  .the  charge  of  the  generality. 

All  imports  and  cuftoms,  from  thre:e  months  to  three 
months,  to  be  offered  to  them  that  bid  moft  ;  and, ' 
with  the  incomes  of  the  royal  majefty,jto  be  employed 
for  the  common  defence. 

All  inhabitants  to  be  lifted  and  trained  within'  a 
tnootth,  from  1 8  to  60  years  old.  Peace  and  war  not 
to  be  made  without  confentof  all  the  Provinces:  other 
cafes,  that  concern  the  management  of  both,  by  moft 
voices.  Differences  that  fhall  arife  upon  the  firft,  be- 
tween the  Provinces,to  befubmitted  to  the  Stadtholders.^ 

Neighbouring  Princes,  Lords,  lands,  and  cities,  to 
,1^  admitted  into  the  union,  by  confent  of  the  Provinces.. 

For  religion,  thofe  of  Holland  and  Zealand  to  adt 
in  it  as  feems  good  unto  themfelves.  The.other  Pro- 
vinces may  regulate  themfelves  according  to  the  te-t 
nor  eftablifhed  by  MatthiAS,.or  ejfe  a$  they  fhall  judg^ 
to  be  -n^pft  for  the  peace  and  welfare  of  their  particu^ 
Jar  Provinces.;  provided  every  one  remain  free  in  his 
religion,  and  no  man  be  examined  or  entrapped  for 
that  caufe,  according  to  the  paciBcation  of  Ghent. 

In  cafe  of  any  diflenfion  or  differences  between  Pro«> 
vinces,  if  it  concern  one  in  particular,  it  fhall  be  ac- 
j^jpmodatcd  by  the  others ;  if  it  concern  all  in  genc-^ 
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ral,  by  the  Stadtholders  :  in  both  which  cafes,  fentence 
to  be  protiounced  within  a  month,  and  without  appeal 
or  revifion. 

The  States  to  be  held  as  has  been  formerly  ufed  t 
and  the  mint  in  fuch  manner  as  {hall  hereafi^r  bo 
agreed  by  all  the  Provinces, 

Interpretation  of  thefe  articles  to  remain  in  the  States } 
but,  in  cafe  of  their  differing,  in  the  Stadtholders. 

They  bind  themfelves  to  fall  upon  and  imprifon 
any  that  fhall  adt  contrary  to  thefe  articles  ;  in  which 
cafe  no  privilege  nor  exemption  to  be  valid. 

This  ad:  was  figned  by  the  Deputies  of  Guelderland, 
Zutphen,  Holland,  Zealand,  Utrecht,  and  the  Om- 
lands  of  Prize,  Jan.  23,  1579*  but  was  not  (ignedby 
the  Prince  of  Orange  till  May  following,  and  with  this 
fignification,  judging  that  by  the  fame  the  fuperiority 
ahd  authority  of  Arch-Duke  Matthias  is  not  leflened. 

In  the  fame  year,  this  union  was  entered  and  (igned 
by  the  cities  of  Ghent,  Nimmeguen,  Amhem,  Lee* 
warden,  with  fome  particular  nobles  of  Frietland, 
Venlo,  Ypres,  Antwerp,  Breda,  and  Bruges.  And 
thus  thefe  Provinces  became  a  commonwealth,  but  in 
fe  low  and  uncertain  a  ftatc  of  affairs,  by  reafon  of  the 
various  motions  and  affcftions  of  men's  minds^  the  dif- 
ferent ends  and  interefts  of  the  feveral  parties,  cfpeci- 
ally  in  the  other  Provinces  ;  and  the  mighty  power 
and  prepararions  of  the  Spanifli  monarchy  to  opprefs 
them,  that  in  their  firft  coin  they  caufed  a  ihipto  be 
ftamped,  labouring  among  the  waves  without  fdih  at 
oars  i  and  thefe  words,  Incertum  quo  fata  fer ant. 

I  thought  fo  particular  a  dedudtion  neceffary  to 
difcover  the  natural  caufes  of  this  revolution  in  the 
Low-Countries,  which  has  (rnce  had  fo  great  a  part, 
for  near  a  hundred  years,  in  all  the  aftions  and  nego- 
tiations of  Chriftendom  j  and  to  find  out  the  true  in- 
cenrives  of  that  obftinate  love  for  their  liberties,  and  in- 
vincible hatred  for  the  Spanifli  nation  andgoVermnefit, 
which  laid  the  foundation  of  this  contmonweftlth^  ainl 
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^is  laft  I  take  to  faav£  been  the  ftipnger  paflion,  wd 
of  the  grcater^fieft,  bodi  in  the  bold  counfcls  of  coi;i7 
.tra6king  their  unioi^  and  the  defperate  refolutions  qi 
defending  it«  For,  not  Jong  after,  cbe  whole  Council  of 
this  newState^J^eingprefled-hy  the  extremities  of  chieir 
afiairs,  paffing  by  the  form  of  government  in  the  way 
4of  a  commonwealth,  made  an  eameft  and  folemn  offer 
0f  die  dominion  of  thefe  Provinces  both  to  Fjiglaod 
foid  France ;  but  were  refufed  by  both  crowns  :  and^ 
(though  they  retained  the  name  of  a  free  people,  y«t 
xhey  ibon  loft  the  eafe  of  the  liberties  they  contended 
jfor,  by  the  s^fblutenefs  of  their  magiftratesin  the  f(^ 
"vend  cities  and  provinces,  and  the  extreme  preflure  of 
4Cheir  taxes,  which  ib  long  a  war,  with  fo  mighty  an 
^eneqiy*  made  neceflary  for  the  fupport  of -their  State. 
But  the  hatred  of  the  Spanifti  government  under 
Alva  was  ib  univerfal,  that  it  made  the  revolt  genc- 
xal  throAigh  the  Provinces,  running  through  all  religif- 
•ons,  and  all  orders  of  men,  as  appeared  by  the  pacific 
xation  of  Ghent;;  till,  by  the  divifion  of  the  parties^ 
J>y  the  powers  of  fo  vail  a  monarchy  as  Spain  at  that 
<iine,  and  by  the  matchlefs  condud  and  valour  of  tbe 
X>uke^of  Parma,  this  humour,  like  poifon  in  a  ilrong 
coniHtution,  and  with  the  help  of  violent  phyiic,  was 
iTxpelled  from  the  heart,  which  was  Flanders  and  Bra- 
•bant  (-with  the  reft  of  the  ten  Provinces)  into  the  out- 
ward members ;  and,  by  their  being  cut  off,  the  body 
-was  iaved.  After  which,  the  moil  inflamed  fpirits  be^ 
iog  driven  by  the  arms  of  Spain,  or  drawn  by  the  hopes 
.of  liberty  and'fafety,  into  the  United  Provinces  out  of 
.-die  reft,  the  hatred  of  Spain  grew  to  that  heighth,  that 
^hey  were  not  only  willing  to  fubmit  to  any  new  do- 
.minion,  rather  than  return  to  the  old ;  but  when  they 
xoold  find  no  maiVer  to  proted  them,  and  their  affairs 
^grew  defperate,  they  were  once  certainly  upon  the  coun* 
v\  of  burning  their  great  towns,  wafting  and  drowning 
^^dvicjtbey.could  of  t&irown  country,  andgoing  tofeek 
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fome  new  feats  in  the  Indies.  Which  they  might  have 
executed,  if  they  had  found  fhipping  enough  to  carry 
off  all  their  numbers,  and  had  not  been  detained  by 
the  compaffion  of  thofe  which  muft  have  been  left  be*- 
hind  at  the  mercy  of  an  incenfed  and  conquering 
jnafter, 

The  Spanifh  and  Italian  writers  con  ten  tthemfclves  t^ 
attribute  the  caufes  of  thefe  revolutions  to  the  change 
of  religion,  to  the  native  ftubbornneCs  of  the  pcc^le, 
and  to  the  ambition  of  the  Princes  of  Orange:  buc 
religion,  without  mixtures  of  ambition  and  intercft, 
works  no  fuch  violent  effefts,  and  produces  rather 
the  examples  of  conftant  fufferings,  than  of  defperate 
actions.  The  nature  of  the  people  cannot  change  of  a 
fudden,  no  more  than  the  climate  which  infufesit ;  and 
no  country  hath  brought  forth  better  fubjefts,  than 
many  of  thefe  Provinces,  both  before  and  fmce  thefe 
commotions  among  them  ;  and  the  ambition  of  one 
rnan  could  neither  have  defigned  nor  atchievedfo^great 
an  adventure,  had  it  not  been  feconded  with  univerfal 
difcontent ;  nor  could  that  have  been  raifed  to  fo  great 
an  heighth  and  heat  without  fo  many  circumftances  as 
fell  in  from  an  unhappy  courfe  of  the  Spanifh  eounfels 
to  kindle  and  foment  it.  For  though  it  had  been  hard 
to  head  fuch  a  body,  and  give  it  fo  ftrong  a  principle 
of  life,  and  fo  regular  motions,  without  the  accident 
of  fo  great  a  Governor  in  the  Provinces,  as  Prince 
William  of  Orange,  a  man  of  equal  abilities  in  counfel 
and  in  arms ;  cautious  and  refolute,  affable  and  fevcre, 
iiipple  to  occafions  and  yet  conftant  to  his  ends  \  of 
mighty  revenues  and  dependance  in  the  Provinces,  of 
great  credit  and  alliance  in  Germany  j  efteemed  and 
honoured  abroad,  but  at  home  infinitely  loved  and 
trufted  by  the  people,  who  thought  him  affeftionate 
to  their  country,  fincere  in  his  profeffions  and  defigns, 
able  and  willing  to  defend  their  liberties,  and  unlikely 
to  invade  them  by  any  ambition  of  his  own  :  yet. all 
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thefe  qualities  might  very  well  have  been  confined  to 
the  duty  and  fervices  of  a  fubjeft,  as  they  were  in 
Charles  V*s  time,  without  the  abfence  of  the  King^ 
and  the  people's  opinion  of  his  ill-will  to  their  nation 
and  their  laws  •,  without  the  continuance  of  foreign 
troops  after  the  wars  were  ended,  the  ereding  of  the 
new  Bilhops  {tts^  and  introducing  the  inquificion  \  the 
fole  miniftry  of  Grandvell,  and  exclufion  of  the  Lords 
from  their  ufual  part  in  counfels  and  affairs  -,  the  go- 
vernment of  a  man  fo  hated,  as  the  Duke  of  Alva  i 
the  rigour  of  his  profecutions,  and  the  infolcnce  of  his 
ftatue;  and,  laftly,  without  the  death  of  Egmont,  and 
the  impofition  of  the  tenth  and  twentieth  part,  againfl: 
the  legal  forms  of  government  in  a  country  where  a 
long  derived  fucceffion  had  made  the  people  fond  and 
tenacious  of  their  ancient  cuftoms  and  laws. 

Thefe  were  the  feeds  of  their  hatred  to  Spain  •,  which^ 
incrcafing  by  thecourfe  of  about  threefcore  years  war> 
wasnotallayed  byaiongfucceeding  peace-,  but  will  ap- 
pear to  have  been  an  ingredient  into  the  fall,  as  it  was 
into  the  rife,  of  this  State  -,  which,  having  been  thus 
planted,  came  to  be  conferved  and  cultivated  by  many- 
accidents  and  influences  from  abroad ;  but,  thofe  having 
had  no  part  in  the  conftitution  of  their  State,  nor  the 
frame  of  their  government,  I  will  content  myfelf  to 
mention  only  the  chief  of  them,  which  moll  contri- 
buted to  preferve  the  infancy  of  this  commonwealth^ 
and  make  way  for  its  growth  -,  the  caufes  of  its  fuc- 
ceeding  greatnefs  and  riches  being  not  to  be  fought  for 
in  the  events  of  their  wars,  but  in  the  infticutions  and 
orders  of  their  government,  their  cuftoms,  and  trade, 
vhichwill  makethe  arguments  of  theenfuing  chapters. 

When  Don  John  threw  off  the  conditions  he  had  at 
firft  accepted  of  the  pacification  of  Ghent,  and  by  the 
furprtfe  of  Namur  broke  into  arms,  the  Eftates  of  the 
Provinces  ofiered  the  government  of  their  country  to 
Matthias,  brother  to  the  Emperqr,  as  a  temper  between 
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their  return  to  the  obedience  of  Spain,  and  the  popu- 
lar government  which  was  moulding  in  the  northern 
il^vinccs.  But  Matthias,  arriving  without  the  ad- 
"vice  or  fupport  of  the  Emperor,  <ir  credit  in  the  Pro- 
vinces, and  having  the  Prince  of  Orange  given  hira 
ibr  his  Lieutenant-Genera),  was  only  a  cypher,  and 
bis  government  a  piece  of  pageantry,  which  pafied 
iirithout  tScBc,  and  was  foon  ended  :  fo  that,  upon 
the  Duke  of  Parma's  taking  on  him  the  government, 
Ibme  new  protedion  was  neceflary  to  diis  infant  State, 
that  had  not  legs  to  fupport  it  agaioft  foch  a  ftorm  as 
was  threatened  upon  the  return  of  the  Span^  and  Ita- 
lian forces  to  make  the  body  of  a  fortnidabk  army 
which  the  Duke  of  Parma  was  forming  in  Namur 
and  Luxemburgh. 

Sincetbeconftrenceof  Bayonne,  between  theQocen- 
mother  of  France  and  her  daughter  Queen  of  Spain, 
tfaofe  two  crowns  had  continued,  in  the  reign  of  Frands 
and  Charles,  to  afilft  one  another  in  the  common  defign 
diere  a^greed  on,  of  profecuting  with  violence  thofe 
^cy  called  the  Heretics,  in  both  their  dominions.  The 
peace  held  conftant,  if  not  kind,  between  England  and 
Spain ;  fo  as  King  Philip  had  no  wars  upon  his  hands 
in  Chriftendom  during  thefe  commotions  in  the  Low- 
Countries  ;  and  the  boldnefs  of  the  confederates,  in 
their  firft  revolt  and  union,  feemed  greater  at  fuch  a 
time  than  the  foccefs  of  their  reliftances  afterwards, 
when  io  many  occafions  fell  in  to  weaken  and  divert 
the  forces  of  the  Spanifli  monarchy. 

For  Henry  III.  coming  to  the  crown  of  France, 
and  at  firft  only  fettered  and  controuled  by  the  fa&ion 
of  the  Guifes,  but  afterwards  engaged  in  an  open  war 
(which  they  had  raifed  againft  him,  upon  pretext  of 
Ijrefen'ing  the  Catholic  religion,  and  in  a  conjun6tioa 
ffi  counfcis  with  Spain)  was  forced  into  better  mea- 
ftircs  with  the  Hugonots  of  his  kingdom,  and  fell 
into  ill  iniclligence  with  Philip  IL  lb  as.  Queen  Eli- 
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i(abeth  having  declined  to  undertake  openly  the  pro* 
te&ion  of  the  Low-Country-Provinces,  it  was,  by 
the  concurring  refolution  of  the  States,  and  the  con« 
fcnt  of  the  French  Court,  devolved  upon  the  Duke 
€f  Alen(on,  brother  to  Henry  III. 

But  this  Prince  entered  Antwerp  with  an  ill  prefage 
to  the  Flemings,  by  an  attempt  which  a  Bifcainer  made 
the  fame  day  upon  die  Prince  of  Orange's  life,  ihoot- 
ing  him,  though  not  mortally,  in  the  head :  and  he 
continued  his  fhort  government  with  fuch  mutual  dif- 
taftes  between  the  French  and  the  Flemings  (the  heat 
and  violence  of  one  nation  agreeing  ill  with  the  cultoms 
and  liberties  of  the  other)  that  the  Duke,  attempting 
to  nuke  himfelf  abfolute  mafter  of  the  city  of  Antwerp 
by  force,  w^s  driven  out  of  the  town,  and  thereupon 
retired  out  of  the  country  with  extreme  relentmentof 
the  Flemings,  and  indignation  of  the  French  s  foas^ 
the  Prince  of  Orange  being  not  long  after  afTaQinated 
at  Delph,  and  the  Duke  of  Parma  increadng  daily  in 
reputation  and  in  force,  and  the  male-content  party 
falHng  back  apace  to  his  obedience,  an  end  was  pre- 
faged  by  moft  men  to  the  affairs  of  the  confederates. 

But  the  root  was  deeper  and  not  fo  eafily  fhaken  : 
for  the  United  Provinces,  after  the  unhappy  tranf- 
afiions  with  the  French  under  the  Duke  of  Alenfon^ 
re-affumed  their  union  in  1583,  binding  themfelves^ 
in  cafe  by  fury  of  the  war  any  point  of  it  had  noc 
been  oblerved,  to  endeavour  from  that  time  to  fee  ic 
effected ;  in  cafe  any  doubt  had  happened,  to  fee  it 
cleared :  and  any  difficulties,  compofed :  and,  in  re- 
gard the  Article  concerning  religion  had  been  fo  framed 
in  the  union,  becaufe  in  all  the  other  Provinces,  be- 
lides  Holland  and  Zealand,  the  Romiih  religion  was 
then  ufed,  but  now  the  Evangelical,  it  was  agreed  by 
all  the  Provinces  of  the  union,  that,  from  this  time^ 
in  them  all,  the  Evangelical  reformed  religion  fliould 
alone  be  openly  preached  and  excrcifed. 

They 
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They  wercfo  far  from  being  broken  in  their  defignt 
by  the  Prince  of  Orange's  death,  that  they  did  all  the 
honour  that  could  be  to  his  memory,  fubftituted  Prince 
Maurice,  his  fon,  though  but  fixteen  years  old,  in  all 
his  honours  and  commands,  and  obftinately  fefufed  all 
overtures  that  were  made  them  of  peace,  rcfolving 
«pon  all  the  moft  defperate  aftions  and  fufFerin^s, 
rather  than  return  under  the  Spanifti  obedience. 

But  thefe  fpirits  were  fed  and  heightened,  in  a  great 
degree,  by  the  hopes  and  countenance  given  them 
about  this  Time  from  England  :  forQpeen  Elifabeth 
and  Philip  II,  though  they  ftill  prcferved  the  name 
4)f  peace,  yet  had  worn  out,  in  a  manner,  the  eflfefts  a5 
•well  as  the  difoofitions  of  it,  whilft  the  Sparrjard^  fo- 
mented and  aflifted  the  infurre6tions  of  the  Irifh,  and 
Queen  Elifabeth  the  new  commonwealth  in  the  J^ow- 
Countries;  though  neither  direftly,  yet  by  counte- 
nance, money,  voluntary  troops,  and  ways  that  werp 
<quaHy  felt  on  both  fides,  and  equally  underftood. 

King  Philip  had  lately  increafed  the  greatnefs  of  hi| 
empire  by  the  inheritance  or  invafion  of  the' kingdom 
of  Portugal,  upon  King  Sebaftian'slofs  in  Africa :  but 
I  know  not  whether  he  had  increafed  his  power  by  thp 
accefTion  of  a  kingdom  with  a  difputed  title  and  a 
<lifcontented  people,  who  could  neither  be  ufed  like 
good  fubjefts,  and  governed  without  armie3^  nor  Jike 
a  conquefcd  nation,  and  fo  made  to  bear  the  charge  of 
their  forced  obedience.  But  this  addition  of  empire^ 
with  the  vaft  treafure  fkywing  every  yearout  of  the  In- 
dies, had  without  queftion  raifed  King  Philip's  ambi- 
tion to  vafter  defigns;  which  made  him  embrace,  at 
once,  the  proteftion  of  the  League  in  France  againft 
Henry  III.  and  IV.  and  the  donation  made  him  of 
Ireland  by  the  Pope,  and  fo  embark  himfelf  in  a  war 
with  both  thofe  crowns,  while  he  was  bearded  with 
the  open  arms  and  defiance  of  his  own  fubjcdb  in  the 
Low- Countries. 
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But  it  is  hard  to  be  imagined,  how  far  the  fpirit  of 
one  great  man  goes  in  the  fortunes  of  any  army  or  flatc. 
The  Duke  of  Parma  coming  to  the  government  with- 
out any  footing  in  more  than  two  ot  the  fmalleft  Pro- 
vinces, collcfting  an  army  from  Spain,  Italy,  Germany, 
and  the  broken  troops  of  the  country  left  him  by  Don 
John,  having  ail  the  other  Provinces  confederated 
againft  him,  and  both  England  and  France  bemnning 
to  take  open  part  in  their  defence  5  yet,  by  force  of 
his  own  valour,  conduft,  and  the  difciplineof  his  army, 
with  the  difinterefted  and  generous  qualities  of  hi^ 
mind,  winning  equally  upon  the  hearts  and  arms  of  the 
revolted  countries,  and  piercing  through  the  Provinces 
with  an  uninterrupted  courfe  of  fucceflcs,  and  the  reco- 
very of  the  moft  important  towns  in  Flanders ;  at  laft, 
by  the  taking  of  Antwerp  and  Groninguen,  reduced 
the  affairs  of  the  union  to  fo  extreme  diftrefs,  that,  be- 
ing grown  deftitute  of  all  hopes  and  fuccours  from 
France  (then  deep  engaged  in  their  own  civil  wars)  they 
threw  themfclves  wholly  at  the  feet  of  Queen  Elifabeth, 
imploring  her  proteftion,  and  offering  her  the  fove- 
rcignty  of  their  country.  The  Queen  rcfufed  the  do- 
minion, but  entered  into  articles  with  their  Deputies  in 
^5^59  obliging  herfelf  to  very  great  fupplies  of  men 
and  of  moneys,  lent  them  upon  the  fecurity  of  the  Briel, 
Flufhing,  and  Ramekins ;  which  were  performed,  and 
Sir  John  Norris  lent  over  to  command  her  forces; 
and  afterwards  in  87,  upon  the  war  broken  out  with 
Spain,  and  the  mighty  threats  of  the  Spknifh  armada, 
flie  fent  over  yet  greater  forces  under  the  Earl  of  Lci- 
cefter,  whom  the  States  admitted,  and  fwore  obe- 
dience to  him  as  Governor  of  their  United  Provinces. 

But  this  government  laded  not  long,  diftaftes  and 
fufpicionsfoon  breaking  out  between  Leicefler  and  the 
States ;  partly  from  the  jealoufy  of  his  affefting  an 
abfolute  dominion  and  arbitrary  difpofal  of  all  offices, 
but  chiefly  of  the  Queen's  intentions  to  make  a  peace 

with 
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with  Spain ;  and  the  eafy  lofs  of  fome  of  their  towni 
by  Governors  placed  in  them  by  the  Ear  J  of  Leicefter# 
increafed  their  difcontent$.  Notwithft^nding  this  ill 
intercourfe,  the  Queen  re-aflures  them  in  both  thofo 
points, dilapproves  fome  of  Leicefter's  proceedings,  r^-r 
ceives  frank  andheartyafliftances  from  them  in  her  na» 
val  preparations  againlt  the  Spaniards;  and  ^t  lengthy 
upon  the  difordcrs  increafing  between  the  Earl  of  X^i- 
cefter  and  the  States,  commands  him  to  relign  his  go-^ 
vernment,  and  releafe  the  States  of  the  oath  they  had 
taken  to  obey  him.  And,  after  all  this  had  paft,  th^ 
Queen,  eafily  facriBcing  all  particular  re&ntments  tq 
the  intereft  of  her  crown,  continued  hcr  favour,  pro* 
tedlion,  and  afliftances  to  the  States,  during  the  whole 
courfc  of  her  reign,  which  were  returned  with  the  great«> 
eft  deference  and  veneration  to  her  peribn,  that  wa$ 
ever  paid  by  them  to  any  foreign  Prince,  and  cootiniief 
ftill  to  her  name  in  the  remembrance,  and  frequently 
in  the  mouths,  of  all  forts  of  people  among  them. 

After  Leicefter's  departure.  Prince  Maurice  was,  by 
the  confent  of  the  union,  chofen  their  Governor,  but: 
with  a  refervation  to  Queen  Elifabeth  \  and  entered 
that  command  with  the  hopes  which  he  made  good  m 
the  execution  of  it  for  many  years ;  proving  the  greati- 
eft  Captain  of  his  age,  famous,  particularly,  in  the 
difcipline  and  ordonance  of  his  armies,  and  the  way^ 
of  fortification  by  him  firft  invented  or  perfe^d,  aiid 
fince  his  time  imitated  by  all. 

But  the  great  breath,  that  was  given  the  States  i^ 
the  heat  of  their  affairs,  was  by  the  fliarp  wars  made 
by  Queen  Elifabeth  upon  the  Spaniards  at  fea  in  the 
Indies,  and  the  expeditions  of  Lifbon  and  Cadiz,  and 
by  the  declining  affairs  of  the  League  in  France,  for 
whofe  fupport  Philip  II.  was  fo  pafliondCely  engaged* 
that  twice  he  commanded  the  Duke  of  Parma  to  in- 
terrupt the  courfe  of  his  victories  in  the  Lovv-Coynr 
tries,  and  march  into^Fr^ce  for  the  relief  of  Rpap  w^ 
2  Paris; 
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Paris;  which  much  augmented  the  renown  of  thi» 
great  Captain,,  but  as  much  impaired  the  flate  of  the 
Spaniih  affairs  in  Flanders.  For,  in  the  Duke  of  Par- 
ma's aUence,  Prince  Maurice  took  in  all  the  placesi 
held  by  the  Spaniards  on  the  other  fide  the  Rhine 
which  gave  them  entrance  into  the  United  Provinces*- 

The  fucceffioivof  Henry  IV.  to  the  crown  of  France 
gave  a  mighty  blow  to  the  defigns  of  King  Philip  y 
and  a  much  greater,  the  general  obedience  and  ac« 
knowledgment  of  him  upon  hiS'  change  c^  religion* 
With  this  King  the  States  began  to  enter  a  con- 
fidence and  kindnefsy  and  the  more  by  that  which* 
interceded  between  him  and  the  Queen  of  Eng^ 
knd,  who  had  all  their  dependence  during  her  lite. 
But,  after  her  death.  King  Henry  grew  to  have 
greater  credit  than  ever  in  the  United  Provinces  j 
though  upon  the  decay  of  the  Spanifh  power,  under 
the  afcendant  of  this  King^  the  States  fell  into  very 
early  jealouTies  of  his  growing  too  great,  and  too  near 
ibem  in  Flanders. 

With  the  Duke  of  Parma  died  all  the  difc^line,  and 
with  that  all  the  fortunes,  of  the  Spani(h  arms  in  Flan^ 
ders:  the  frequent  mutinies  of  their  foldiers,  dangerous. 
in  tSkSi  and  in  example,  were  more  talked  of  than  any 
otherof  their  adions,  in  the  fhort  government  of  Manf- 
field,  Emeft^  and  Fuentes,  till  the  old  difcipline  of 
iheir  armies  began  to  revive,  and  their  fortune  a  little 
to  refpire,  under  the  new  government  of  Cardinal  Al- 
bert, who  came  into  Flanders  both  Governor  and 
Prince  of  the  Low-Countries,  at  the  head  of  a  mighty- 
army  drawn  out  of  Germany  and  Italy,  to  try  the  lalt 
effbit  of  the  Spani(h  power,  either  in  a  profperous  war^ 
#r,  at  leaft,  in  making  way  for  a  necelTary  peace. 

But  the  choice  of  the  Arch -Duke,  and  this  new 
authority,  had  a  deeper  root  and  delign,  than  at  firik 
appeared:  for  that  mighty  King  Philip II,  born  to  lb* 
vaftpoileflionsy,  and  to  io  much  vaiter  delires,  after  f 

long. 
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long  dream  of  raifing  his  head  into  the  clouds,  found 
it  now  ready  to  lie  down  in  the  duft :  his  body  broken 
with  age  and  infirmities,  his  mind  with  cares  and  dif- 
tcmpered  thoughts  and  the  royal  fervitude  of  a  foli-* 
citous  life,  he  began  to  lee^  in  the  glafs  of  time  and 
experience,  the  true  (hapes  of  all  human  greatnefs  and 
defigns  J  and  finding  to  what  airy  figures  he  had  hi- 
therto facrificcd  his  healthy  and  eafe,  and  the  good  of 
his  life,  he  now  turned  his  thoughts  wholly  to  reft  and 
quiet,  which  he  had  never  yet  allowed  either  the  world, 
or  himfelf :  his  defigns  upon  England,  and  his  invin- 
cible armada,  had  ended  in  finoke :  thofe  upon  France, 
in  events  the  moft  contrary  to  what  he  hadpropofed: 
and  inftead  of  maftering  the  liberties,  and  breaking  the 
ftomach,  of  his  Low- Country  fubjefts,  he  had  loftfeven 
of  his  Provinces,  and  held  the  reft  by  the  tenure  of  a 
war  that  coft  him  more  than  they  were  worth.  He 
had  made  lately  a  peace  with  England,  and  defired  it 
with  France ;  artd^  though  he  fcorned  it  with  his.  re- 
volted fubjeds  in  his  own  name,  yet  he  wiftied  it  in 
another's ;  and  was  unwilling  to  entail  a  quarrel  upon 
his  fon,  which  had  crofled  his  fortunes  and  bufied  his 
thoughts  all  the  courfe  of  his  reign.  He  therefore  re- 
Iblved  tocommit  thefe  two  defigns  to  the  management 
iof  Arch -Duke  Albert,  with  the  ftylc  of  Governor  and 
Prince  of  the  Low-Countries-,  to  the  end,  that,  if  he 
could  reduce  the  Provinces  to  their  old  fubjeftion,  he 
Ihould  govern  them  as  Spanifli  dominions;  if  that  was 
once  more  in  vain  attempted,  he  Ihould  by  a  marriage 
with  Clara  Ifabella  Eugenia  (King  Philip's  beloved 
daughter)  receive  thefe  Provinces  as  a  dowry,  and  be- 
come the  Prince  of  them,  with  a  condition  only  of 
their  returning  to  Spain  in  cal'e  of  Ifabella's  dying 
without  iffue.  King  Philip  believed,  that  the  prefencc 
of  a  natural  Prince  among  his  fubjefts;  that  the  birth 
and  cuftoms  of  Arch-Duke  Albert,  being  aGerman^ 
the  generous  and  obliging  difpofiuons  of  Ifabella, ipight 

gain 
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gain  further  upon  this  ftubborn  people,  than  all  the 
force  and  rigour  of  his  former  counfels ;  and,  at  the 
worft,  that  they  might  make  a  peace,  if  they  could 
not  a  war,  and  without  interefling  the  honour  and 
greatnefs  of  the  Spanifli  crown. 

In  purfuit  of  this  determination,  like  a  wife  King> 
while  he  intended  nothing  but  peace,  he  made  prepa- 
rations as  if  he  defigned  nothing  but  war  ;  knowing 
that  his  own  defires  of  peace  would  fignify  nothing, 
unlefs  he  could  force  his  enemies  to  defire  it  too.  He 
therefore  fcnt  the  Arch-  Duke  into  Flanders,  at  the 
head  of  fuch  an  army,  that,  believing  the  peace  with 
France  muft  be  the  firft  in  order,  and  make  way  for  ei- 
ther the  war  or  peace  afterwards  in  the  Low-Countries, 
he  marchedinto  France,  and  took  Amiens  the  chief  city 
of  Picardy,  and  thereby  gave  fuch  an  alarm  to  the 
French  Court,  as  they  little  expedted,  and  had  never 
received  in  the  former  wars.  But  while  Albert  bent  the 
whole  force  of  the  war  upon  France,  till  he  determined 
it  in  a  peace  with  that  crown.  Prince  Maurice,  who  had 
taken  Groninguen  in  the  time  of  Erneft,now  maflered 
Linghen,  Groll,  and  other  places  in  Overyflel,  thereby 
adding  thofe  Provinces  entire  to  the  body  of  the  union; 
and,  at  Albert's  return  into  Flanders,  entertained  him 
with  the  battle  of  Newport,  won  by  the  defperate  cou- 
rage of  the  Englilh  under  Sir  Francis  Vere,  where  Al- 
bert was  wounded,  and  very  near  being  taken. 

After  this  lofs,  the  Arch-Duke  was  yet  comforted 
and  relieved  by  the  obfequious  affeftions  and  obedience 
of  his  new  fubjefts,  fo  far  as  to  refolve  upon  the  fiege 
of  Oftend  ;  which  having  fome  time  continued,  and 
bcingalmoft  difheartencd  by  the  ftrength  of  the  place, 
and  invincible  courage  of  the  defendants,  he  was  re- 
cruited by  a  body  of  eight  thoufand  Italians,  under  the 
Marquis  Spinola,  to  whom  the  profecution  of  this  ficge 
was  committed  :  he  took  the  place  after  three  years' 
fiege,  not  by  any  want  of  men  or  provifions  within 
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(.the  haven,  and  relief  by  fea,  being  open  all  the  time) 
but  perfedtly  for  want  of  ground,  which  was  gained 
foot  by  foot,  till  not  fo  much  was  left,  as  would  hold 
men  to  defend  it :  a  great  example,  how  impofliible 
it  is  to  defend  any  town,  that  cannot  be  relieved  by 
an  army  ftrong  enough  to  raife  the  fiege. 

Prince  Maurice,  though  he  could  not  favc  Oftend^ 
made  yet  amends  for  its  lofs>  by  the  taking  of  Grave 
and  Sluyce ;  fo  as  the  Spaniards  gained  little  but  the 
honour  of  the  enterprifc  :  and  Philip  11.  being  dcad^ 
about  the  time  of  the  Arch-Duke  and  Dutchefs's^arri- 
val  in  Flanders,  and,  with  him,  the  perfonal  refentment 
of  that  war,  the  Arch-Duke,  by  confent  of  the  Spanifh 
Court,  began  to  apply  his  thoughts  wholly  to  a  peace  ^ 
which  another  circumftance  had  made  more  neceflary, 
than  any  of  thofe  already  mentioned. 

As  the  Dutch  commonwealth  was  born  out  of  the 
itZy  fo  out  of  the  fame  element  it  drew  its  firft  ftrength 
and  confideration,  as  well  as  afterwards  its  riches  and 

freatnefs :  for,  before  the  revolt,  the  fubjedts  of  the 
.ow-Countries,  though  never  allowed  the  trade  of 
the  Indies  but  In  the  Spanifh  fleets  and  under  Spanifh 
covert,,  yet  many  of  them  had  in  that  manner  made  the 
voyages,  and. become  (kilful  pilots,  as  well  as  verfed 
Ml  the  ways,  and  fenfible  of  the  infinite  gains,  of  that 
trade.  And  after  tl>c  union,  a  greater  confluence  of 
people  fallijig  down  into  the  United  Provinces,  than 
could  manage  their  (lock,  or  find  employment  at  land, 
great  multitudes  turned  their  endeavours  to  fea*,  and, 
having  loft  the  trade  of  Spain  and  the  Straits,  fell  not 
only  into  that  of  England,  France,  and  the  northern 
fcas,  but  ventured  upon  that  of  the  Eaft- Indies,  at 
firil  widi  fmall  forces  and  fuccefs;  but  in  courfe  of 
time,  and  by  the  inftitution  of  an  Eaft-India  compa** 
ny,  this  came  to  be  purfyed  with  fo  general  applica-- 
tion  of  the  Provinces,  and  fo  great  advantage,  that 
they  made  themfeives  mafters  of  moft  of  the  colonics 
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aAd  forts  planted  there  by  the  Portuguefe  (now  fub- 
jeds  of  Spain.)  The  Dutch  feamen  grew  as  well  ac* 
quainted  with  thofe  vaft  feas  and  coalts  as  with  theif 
own  I  and  Holland  became  the  great  magazine  of 
all  the  commodities  of  thofe  eaftern  regions. 

In  the  Weft-Indies  their  attempts  were  neithci* 
fo  frequent  nor  profperous,  the  Spanifh  plantation^ 
there  being  too  numerous  and  ftrong;  but  by  thd 
multitude  of  their  (hipping,  fet  out  with  public  or 
private  commiffions,  they  infefted  the  feas,  and  be- 
gan to  wait  for,  and  threaten,  the  Spanifh  Indian 
fleets,  and  fbmetimes  to  attempt  their  coafts  in  that 
new  world  (which  was  to  touch  Spain  in  the  moft 
ienfible  part)  and  gave  their  Court  the  ftrongeft  mo- 
tives to  endeavour  a  peace,  that  might  fecure  thofe 
treafures  in  their  way,  and  prefervc  them  in  Spain,  by 
ftopping  the  ifTue  of  thofe  vaft  fums,  which  were  conti- 
nually tranfmitted  to  maintain  the  Low*Country  wars. 

Thefe  refpefts  gave  the  firft  rife  to  a  treaty  ot  peace, 
the  propofal  whereof  came  wholly  from  the  Spaniards  j 
and  the  very  mention  of  it  could  hardly  at  firft  be  fa- 
ttened upon  the  States;  nor  could  they  ever  be  pre- 
vailed with  to  make  way  for  any  negotiation  by  a 
fufpenfion  of  arms,  till  the  Arch-Duke  had  declared, 
he  would  treat  with  them  as  with  free  Provinces,  upon 
whom,  neither  he,  nor  Spain,  had  any  pretence.  How- 
ever,* the  affair  was  purfued  with  fo  much  art  and  in- 
duftry  on  the  Arch-Duke's  part,  and  with  fo  paC- 
Donate  defires  of  the  Spanifh  Court  to  end  this  war, 
that  they  were  content  to  treat  it  at  the  Hague,  the 
feat  of  the  States-General  J  and,  for  the  greater  ho- 
nour, and  better  conduct  of  the  whole  bufinefs,  ap- 
pointed the  four  chief  minifters  of  the  Arch-Duke's 
their  commiffioners  to  attend  and  purfue  it  there ; 
who  were,  their  Camp-Mafter-Gencral  Spinola,  the 
Prefidentof  the  Council,  and  the  two  Secretaries  of 
State  and  of  War  in  Flanders. 
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.  On  the  other  fide,  in  Holland  all  the  paces  toWards^ 
this  treaty  were  made  with  great  coldnefs  and  arro- 
gance, raifing  pundilious  difficulties  upon  every  word 
of  the  Arch- Duke's  declaration  of  treating  them  as 
free  Provinces,  and  upon  Spain's  ratification  of  that 
form  ;  and  forcing  them  to  fend  expreffes  into  Spain, 
upon  every  occafion,  and  to  attend  the  length  of  thofe 
returns.  For  the  profperous  fuccefs  of  their  arms  at 
land,  in  the  courfe  of  above  thirty  years  war,  and  the 
mighty  growth  of  their  naval  power,  and  (under  that 
proteftion)  of  their  trade,  had  made  the  whole  body 
of  their  militia,  both  at  land  and  fea,  averfefrom  this 
treaty;  as  well  as  the  greateft  part  of  the  people  ; 
whole  inveterate  hatred  againft  Spain  was  ftill  as 
fierce  as  ever  ;  and  who  had  the  hopes  or  difpofitions 
of  raifing  their  fortunes  by  the  war,  whereof  they  had 
{o  many  and  great  examples  among  them. 

But  there  was,  at  the  bottom,  one  foreign,  and  an- 
other domeftic  confideration,  which  made  way  for  this 
treaty,  more  than  all  thole  arguments  that  were  the 
common  themes,  or  than  all  the  offices  of  the  neigh- 
bour Princes,  who  concerned  themfelves  in  this  affair, 
either  from  intereft  of  their  own,  or  the  defires  of  end- 
ing a  war,  which  had  fo  long  cxercifed,  in  a  manner, 
the  arms  of  all  Chriftendom  upon  the  ftage  of  the 
lA)w-Countries.  The  greatnefs  of  the  Spanifh  mon- 
archy, fo  formidable  under  Charles  V.  and  Philip  II, 
began  now  to  decline  by  the  vaft  defigns,  and  unfor- 
tunate events,  of  fo  many  ambitious  counfels  :  and, 
on  the  other  fide,  the  affairs  of  Henry  IV.  of  FraxKC 
were  now  at  the  greateft  height  and  felicity,  after  ha- 
ving atchieved  fo  many  adventures,  with  incredible 
conltancy  and  valour^  and  ended  all  his  wars  in  a  peace 
witli  Spain.  The  Dutch  imagined,  that  the  hot  fpirits 
of  the  French  could  not  continue  long  without  fome 
exercife  ;  and  that,  to  prevent  it  at  home,  it  might  be 
ncceffary  for  that  King  to  give  it  them  abroad  :  that 
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no  cntcrprife  lay  fo  convenient  for  him,  as  that  upon 
Flanders^  which  had  anciently  been  part  of  the  Gallic 
nation,  and  whofe  firft  Princes  derived  and  held  of 
the  Kings  of  France.  Befides,  they  had  intimations, 
that  Henry  IV.  was  taken  up  in  great  preparations  of 
war,  which  they  doubted  would  at  one  time  or  other 
fall  on  that  fide,  at  lead  if  they  were  invited  by  any 
greater  decays  of  the  Spanifh  power  in  Flanders  :  and 
they  knew  very  well,  they  Ihould  lie  as  much  at  the 
mercy  of  fuch  a  neighbour  as  France,  as  they  had  for-^ 
merly  done  of  fuch  a  mafter  as  Spain.  For  the  Spanifli 
power  in  Flanders  was  fed  by  treafures  that  came  by 
long  and  perilous  voyages  out  of  Spain  ;  by  troops 
drawn  either  from  theHcc,  of  from  Italy  or  Germany, 
-with  much  cafualty,  and  rtlbre  expence  :  their  territory 
of  the  ten  Provinces  was  fmall  and  awed  by  the  neigh- 
bourhood and  jealoufies  both  of  England  and  France; 
But,  ifFrance  were  once  mafter  of  Flanders,  the  body 
of  that  empire  would  be  fo  great,  and  fo  entire  ;  fb 
abounding  in  people,  and* in  riches;  that  whenevcf 
they  found,  or  made,  an  occafion  of  invading  the  U- 
nited  Provinces,  they  had  no  hopes  ofpreferving  them- 
felves  by  any  oppofition  or  diverfion  :  and  the  end  of 
their  mighty  refiftances  againft  Spain  wias^  to  have  nd 
mafter  ;  and  not  to  change  one  for  another,  as  they 
ihould  do  in  this  cafe  :  therefore  the  moft  intelligent 
among  their  civil  minifters  thought  it  fafeft,  by  2L 
peace,  to  give  breath  to  the  Arch-Duke's  and  Spanifli 
power,  and,  by  that  means,  to  leflen  the  invitation  of 
the  arms  of  Franceinto Flanders,  underfo  greataKing. 
For  what  was  domeftic  :  the  credit  and  power  of 
Prince  Maurice,  built  at  firft  upon  that  of  his  father, 
but  much  raifed  by  his  own  perfonal  virtues  and  quali- 
ties, and  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms,  was  now  grown  fo 
high  (the  Prince  being  Governor  or  Stadtholder  of  four 
of  the  Provinces,  and  two  of  his  coufins  of  the  other 
thixe)  that  fcvcral  of  the  States,  headed  by  Barnevelt, 
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Penfioner  of  Holland,  and  a  man  of  great  abilities  and 
authority  ^mong  them,  became  jealous  of  the  Prince's 
power,  and  pretended  to  fear  the  growth  of  it  to  an 
abfoluce  dominion  :  they  knew,  it  would  incrcafe  by 
fhe  continuance  of  a  war  which  was  wholly  managed 
by  the  Prince  ;  and  thought  that  in  a  peace  it  would 
diminifh  and  give  way  to  the  authority  of  civil  power: 
which  difpofed  this  whole  party  to  defire  the  treaty, 
and  to  advance  the  progrefs  and  iffue  of  it  by  all  their 
aflfiftances.  And  thefe  different  humours  ftirriog  in  the 
lieart  of  the  States  with  almoil  equal  ftrength  and 
vigour,  the  negotiation  of  a  peace  came  to  be  ended, 
fifterlong  debates  and  infinite  endeavours  ;  breaking, 
)i)  appearance,  upon  the  points  of  religion  and  the  In- 
5^ian  trade  ^  but  yet  came  to  knit  again,  and  conclude 
in  a  truce  of  twelve  years,  dated  in  the  year  1 609, 
whereof  the  moft  e0ential  points  were,  the  declaration 
vf  treating  with  them  as  free  Provinces  ;  the  ceffatiou 
pf  all  a£ls  of  hoftility  on  both  fides  during  the  truce  \ 
fhe  enjoyment,  for  that  fpace,  of  all  that  each  party 
ppffeflcd  ^t  the  time  of  the  treaty  \  that  no  new  for- 
tification fhould  be  raifed  on  either  fide ;  and  that  free 
f:ommerce  fhould  be  reftored  on  all  parts  in  the  fame 
inanner  as  it  was  before  the  wars. 

And  thus  the  State  of  the  United  Provinces  came 
to  be  acknowledged  as  a  free  commonwealth  by  their 
imcient  mafter,  having  before  been  treated  fo  by  moil 
of  the  Kings  and  Princes  of  Europe,  in  frequent  am- 
badies  and  negotiations.  Among  which,  a  particur 
lar  preference  was  given  to  the  Engliih  crown,  whofc 
AmbafTador  had  feflion  and  vote  in  their  Council  of 
State,  by  agreement  with  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  in 
acknowledgment  of  thofe  great  aflfiftances  which  gave 
life  to  their  State  when  it  was  upon  the  point  of  ex- 
piring :  though  the  Dutch  pretend,  that  privilege  was 
given  to  the  Ambaflador,  by  virtue  of  the  poifefiBon 
this  crown  ha4  of  the  Briel,  Flviihisgi  and  Ramekins  \ 

and 
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tttid  that  it  was  to  ceafe  upon  the  reftitution  of  thofe 
iownSyand  repayment  of  thofe  fumslent  bytheQaees. 

In  the  very  time  c^  treating  this  truce,  a  league  was 
concluded  between  Henry  IV.  of  FranceandtheStates, 
jfor  preferving  the  peace,  if  it  came  to  be  concluded ; 
or,  in  cafe  of  its  failing,  for  affiftaAce  ^one  another 
ivitfa  ten  thoufand  men  on  the  King's  part,  and  five 
tbouiknd  on  the  States.  Nor  did  that  King  make  any 
difficulty  of  continuing  the  two  regiments  of  foot  and 
cwo  hundred  horfe  in  the  States  fervice,  at  his  owa 
charge,  after  the  truce,  which  he  had  maintained  for 
ieveral  years  before  it  :  omitting  no  provifions  that 
might  tie  that  State  to  his  interefl:,  and  make  him  at 
•prcfent  arbiter  of  the  peace,  and  for  the  future  of  the 
war,  if  the  truce  (hould  come  to  be  broken,  or  to  ex- 
pire of  itfelf. 

By  what  has  been  related  it  will  eafily  appear,  that 
no  State  was  ever  born  with  ftronger  throws,  or  nurfed 
up  with  harder  fare,  or  inured  to  greater  labours  or 
dangers  in  the  whole  courfe  of  its  youth  \  which  are 
circumftances  that  ufually  make  ftroog  and  healthy 
bodies  :  and  fo  this  has  proved,  having  never  had 
more  than  one  difeafe  breakout,  in  the  fpace  of  ninety* 
three  years,  which  may  be  accounted  the  age  of  thb 
State,  reckoning  from  the  union  of  Utrecht,  entered  by 
the  Provinces  in  1579.  But  this  difeafe,  like  thofe  of 
che  feed  or  conception  in  a  natural  body,  though  it 
firft  appeared  in  Barnevelt's  time,  breaking  out  upon 
the  negotiations  with  Spain,  and  feemed  to  end  with 
his  death  (who  was  beheaded  not  many  years  after) 
yet  has  it  ever  iince  continued  lurking  in  the  veins  of 
this  State,  and  appearing  upon  all  revoIutk>ns  that 
feem  to  favour  the  predominancy  of  the  one  or  other 
humour  in  the  body;  and,  underthe  names  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange's  and  the  Arminian  party,  has  ever  made 
the  weak  fide  of  this  State ;  and,  whenever  their  pe« 
nod  comes,  will  prove  the  occafion  of  their  fall. 

H  4  The 
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The  ground  of  this  name  of  Armnian  was,  that 
whilft  Barncvek's  party  accufed  thofe  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange's,  as  being  carelefs  of  their  liberties,  fo  dearly 
bought  -,  as  devoted  to  the  houfeof  Orange  -,  and  dif- 
pofed  to  the  admiffionofan  abfolute  principality,  and, 
in  order  thereunto,  as  promoters  of  a  perpetual  war 
with  Spain  ;  fo  thofe  of  the  Prince's  party  accufed 
the  others,  as  leaning  (till,  and  looking  kindly  up- 
on, their  old  fervitude,  and  reHfhing  the  Spaniard, 
both  in  their  politics,  by  fo  eagerly  affcfting  a  peace 
with  that  crown ;  and  in  their  religion,  by  being 
generally  Arminians  (which  was  efteemed  the  middle 
part  between  the  Calvinitts  and  the  Roman  religion.) 
And,  befides  thefe  mutual  reproaches,  the  two  parties 
have  ever  valued  themfelves  upon  the  aflerting,  one  of 
the  true  and  purer  reformed  religion  ;  and  the  other, 
of  the  true  and  freer  liberties  of  the  State. 

The  fortunes  of  this  commonwealth,  that  have  hap- 
pened in  their  wars  or  negotiations,  fince  the  truce 
with  Spain,  and  what  circumftanccs  or  accidents,  both 
abroad  and  at  home,  ferved  to  cultivate  their  mighty 
growth,  and  conipired  to  the  greatnefs  wherein  they 
appeared  to  the  world  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1665,  being  not  only  the  fubjeftof  the  relations,  but 
even  the  obfervations,  of  this  prefent  age  ;  I  (hall 
either  leave,  as  more  obvious  and  lefs  necefTary,  to  the 
account  I  intend  of  the  civil  government  of  this  com- 
monwealth ;  or  elfe  referve  them  till  the  fame  vein  of 
Jeifure  or  humour  invite  me  to  continue  this  dedudHon 
to  the  prefent  time  5  the  affairs  of  this  State  having 
been  complicated  with  all  the  variety  and  memorable 
revolutions,  both  of  actions  and  counfels,  that  have 
fince  happened  in  the  reft  of  Chriftendom. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  will  clofe  this  relation  with  an 
event,  which  arrived  foon  after  the  conclitfion  of  the 
truce,  and  had  like  to  have  broken  it  within  the  very 
year,  if  not  prevented  by  the  offices  of  the  neighbouring 

Princes, 
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Princes,  but  more  by  a  change  of  humour  in  the  Uni- 
fied States,  confpiring  to  the  confervation  of  the  new- 
icftored  peace  in  thefe  parts  of  the  world. 

In  the  end  of  the  year  1 609,  died  the  Duke  of  Cleves 
and  Juliers,  without  heir-male,  leaving  thofe  dutchics 
to  the  pretentions  of  his  daughters,  in  whofe  right  the 
Dukes   of  Brandenburgh  and  Nieuburgh  pofTefled 
(hemfelves  of  fuch  parts  of  thofe  territories  as  they 
firft  could  invade,  each  of  them  pretending  right  to 
the  whole  inheritance.  Brandenburgh  feeks  protedioa 
andfavour  to  his  titlefrom  the  United  Provinces.  Nieu- 
burgh from  Arch-Duke  Albert,   and  from  Spain, 
The  Arch-Duke,  newly  refpiring  from  fo  long  a  war, 
had  no  defire  to  intereft  himfelf  in  this  quarrel,  fur- 
ther than  the  care,  that  the  Dutch  fhould  not  take 
advanuge  of  it,  and,  under  pretext  of  affifting  one 
of  the  parties,  fcize  upon  fome  of  thofe  dominions 
lying  contiguous  to  their  own.     The  Dutch  were  not 
fo  equal,  nor  content  to  lofe  fo  fair  an  occafion,  and 
furpriied  the  town  of  Juliers  (though  pretending  only 
to  keep  it  till  the  parties  agreed  ;)  and  believing  that 
Spain,  after  having  parted  with  fo  much  in  the  late 
truce,  to  end  a  quarrel  of  their  own,  would  not  ven- 
ture the  breach  of  it  upon  a  quarrel  of  their  neighbours. 
But  the  Arch- Duke,  having  firft  taken  his  meafures 
with  Spain,  and  forefeeing  theconfequenceofthis  af- 
fair, reiblved  to  venture  the  whole  State  of  Flanders 
in  a  new  war,  rather  than  fufFer  fuch  an  increafe  of 
power  and  dominion  to  the  States.     And  thereupon, 
firft,  in  the  behalf  of  the  Duke  of  Nieuburgh,  requires 
from  them  the  reftitution  of  Juliers;  and,  upon  their 
artificious  and  dilatory  anfwers,  immediately  draws 
has  forces  together,  and  with  an  army,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Spinola,  marches  towards  J  uliers  (which  the 
States  were  in  no  care  of,  as  well  provided  for  a  bold 
defence)  but  makes  a  fudden  turn,  and  fits  down  be- 
fore Wcfcl^  with  fuch  a  terror  and  furprife  to  the  in- 
habitants, 
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habitants,  that  he  carries  the  town  before  the  Dutch 
could  come  in  to  their  afliftance.  Wefcl  was  a  ftrong 
town  upon  the  Rhine,  which  the  Duke  of  Branden- 
burgh  pretended  to,  as  belonging  to  the  dutchy  of 
Cleve  •,  but  the  citizens  held  it  at  this  time  as  an  im- 
perial town,  and  under  protection  of  the  Dutch :  who, 
amazed  at  this  fudden  and  bold  attempt  of  Spinola, 
which  made  him  mafter  of  a  pafs  that  lay  fair  for  any 
further  invafion  upon  their  Provinces  (efpecially  thole 
on  t'other  fide  the  Rhine)  engage  the  offices  of  both 
the  Englilh  and  French  crowns  to  n^ediate  an  agree- 
ment, which  at  length  they  conclude,  fo  as  neither 
party  Ihould,  upon  any  pretence,  draw  their  forces 
into  any  part  of  thefe  dutchies.  Thus  the  Arch-Duke, 
having  by  the  fondnefs  of  peace  newly  made  a  truce 
upon  conditions  impofed  by  the  Dutch ;  now,  by  the 
refolution  of  making  war,  obtains  a  peace  upon  the 
very  terms prc^ofed  byhimfelfandbySpain,  Anevent 
of  great  inftrudticm  and  example,  how  dangerous  it 
ever  proves  for  weak  Princes  to  call  in  greater  to  their 
aid,  which  makes  them  a  prey  to  their  friend,  inftead 
of  their  enemy  :  how  the  only  time  of  making  an  ad- 
vantageous peace  is,  when  your  enemy  defires  it,  and 
when  you  are  in  the  beft  condition  of  purfuing  a  war  \ 
and  how  vain  a  ccunfel  it  is,  to  avoid  a  war  by  yield- 
ing any  point  of  iatereft  or  honour  -,  which  does  but 
invite  new  injuries,  encourage  enemies,  and  diiheartea 
friends. 

CHAP.    H. 
Of  their  government. 

IT  is  evident  by  what  has  been  difcourfed  in  the 
former  chapter  concerning  the  rife  of  this  State, 
(which  is  to  be  dated  from  the  ^union  of  Utrecht)  that 
it  cannot  properly  be  ftyled  a  commonwealth,  but  is 
rather  a  confederacy  of  Seven  Sovereign  Provinces, 

united 
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united  together  for  their  common  and  mutual  defenqe, 
without  any  dependence  one  upon  the  odier.  But»  to 
diicover  the  nature  of  their  government  from  thefirO: 
iprings  and  motions,  it  muu  be  taken  yet  into  fmailer 
pieces,,  by  which  it  will  appear,  that  each  of  thefe 
Provinces  is  likewife  compoled  of  many  little  ftates 
or  cideSf  which  have  leveral  marks  of  fovereign  power 
within  themfelves,  and  are  not  fubjedt  to  the  fovereignty 
of  their  Province;  not  being  concluded  in  many  things 
by  the  majority,  but  only  by  the  univerfal  concurrence 
of  voices  in  the  Provincial  Sutes.  For  as  the  States- 
General  cannot  make  war  or  peace,  or  any  new  alli- 
ance, or  levies  of  money,  without  the  confent  of  every 
Province  \  fo  cannot  the  States-Provincial  conclude 
any  of  thofe  points,  without  the  confent  of  each  of 
the  cities  that  by  their  conftitution  has  a  voice  in 
that  aflembly.  And  though  in  many  civil  caufes 
there  lies  an  appeal  from  the  common  judicature  of 
the  cities  to  the  provincial  courts  of  juftice  \  yet,  in 
criminal,  there  lies  none  at  all  %  nor  can  the  fovereign* 
ty  of  a  Province  exercife  any  judicature,  feize  upon 
any  offender,  or  pardon  any  offence  within  the  jurif* 
diftion  of  a  city,  or  execute  any  common  refolution 
or  law,  but  by  the  juflicc  and  officers  of  the  city  it- 
ielf.  By  this  a  certain  fovereignty  in  each  city  is  dif- 
cerned,  the  chief  marks  whereof  are,  the  power  of  ez- 
erciiing  judicature,  levying  of  money,  and  making 
war  and  peace ;  for  the  other,  of  coining  money,  is 
neither  in  particular  cides  or  Provinces,  but  in  the 
generality  of  the  Union,  by  common  agreement. 

The  main  ingredients  therefore  into  the  compofi- 
don  of  this  State  are,  the  freedom  of  the  cities,  the 
fovereignty  of  the  Provinces,  the  agreements  or  con- 
ftitudons  of  the  union,  and  the  authority  of  the  Princes 
of  Orange  ;  which  makes  the  order  I  (hall  follow  in 
the  account  intended  of  this  government.  But  where- 
as the  feveral  Provinces  in  the  union,  and  the  feve- 
pX  cides  in  each  Province,  as  they  have,  in  their  or- 
ders 
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ders  and  conftitutions,  fomc  particular  differences,  as 
well  as  a  general  refemblance  ;  and  the  account  of 
each  diftinftly  would  fweH  this  difcourfe  out  of  mea- 
fure,  and  to  little  purpofe  ;  I  Ihall  confine  myfelf  to 
the  account  of  Holland,  as  the  richeft,  ftrongeft,  and 
of  moft  authority  among  the  Provinces  ;  and  of  Am- 
fterdam  as  that  which  has  the  fame  pre-eminencies 
among  the  cities. 

The  fovereign  authority  of  the  city  of  Amfterdam 
confifts  in  the  decrees  or  refults  of  their  Senate,  which 
is  compofed  of  fix  and  thirty  men,  by  whom  the 
juftice  is  adminiftered,  according  to  ancient  forms,  in 
the  names  of  officers  and  places  of  judicature.  BiH; 
monies  are  levied  by  arbitrary  refolutions  and  pro- 
portions, according  to  what  appears  convenient  or 
neceflary  upon  thechknge  or  emergency  of  occafions. 
Thefe  Senators  afe  for  their  lives,  and  the  Senate  was 
anciently  chofen  by  the  voices  of  the  richer  burghers, 
or  freemen  of  the  city,  who  upon  the  death  of  a  Se- 
nator met  together,  either  in  a  church,  a  market,  or 
fome  other  place  fpacious  enough  to  receive  their 
numbers  •,  and  there  made  an  elefiion  of  the  peri'ofi 
to  fucceed,  by  the  majority  of  voices.  But  about  a 
hundred  and  thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  when  the 
towns  of  Holland  began  to  increafe  in  circuit,  and 
in  people,  fo  as  thefe  frequent  aflemblies  grew  into 
danger  of  tumult  and  diforder  upon  every  occafion^ 
by  reafon  of  their  numbers  and  contention ;  this  elec- 
tion of  Senators  came,  by  the  refolution  of  the  burgh- 
ers in  one  of  their  General  Aflemblies,  to  be  devolv- 
ed for  ever  upon  the  (landing  Senate  at  that  time  ;  fo 
as  ever  fince,  when  any  one  of  their  number  dies,  a 
new  one  is  chofen  by  the  reft  of  the  Senate,  without 
any  intervention  of  the  other  burghers  ;  which  makes 
the  government  a  fort  of  Oligarchy,  and  very  diffe- 
rent from  a  popular  government,  as  it  is  generally 
efteemed  by  tbofe,  who,  palTing  or  living  in  thefe 

countries. 
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countries,  content  themfelves  with  cormmon  obferva- 
tions  or  inquiries.  And  this  rcfolution  of  the  burgh- 
ers cither  was  agreed  upon,  or  followed,  by  general 
conient  or  example,  about  the  fame  time,  in  all  the 
towns  of  the  Province,  though  with  fome  difference 
in  nun>bcr  of  their  Senators. 

By  this  Senate  are  chofen  the  chief  Magiftrates  of 
the  town,  which  are  the  Burgomafters  and  Efchevins  : 
the  Burgomafters  of  Amfterdam  are  four,  whereof 
three  are  chofen  every  year,  fo  as  one  of  them  ftays  in 
office  two  years  ;  but  the  three  laft  chofen  are  called 
the  Reigning' Burgomafters  for  that  year,  and  prefidc 
by  turns,  after  the  firft  three  months  -,  for,  fo  long  af- 
ter a  new  eleftion,  the  Burgomafter  of  the  year  before 
prefides  y  in  which  time  it  is  fuppofed  the  new  ones 
will  grow  inftrufted  in  the  forms  and  duties  of  their 
office,  and  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  the  city's  af- 
fairs. 

The  Burgomafters  are  chofen  by  moft  voices  of  all 
thofe  perfons  in  the  Senate  who  have  been  either  Bur- 
gomafters or  Efchevins  5  and  their  authority  refem- 
bles  that  of  the  Lord-Mayor  and  Aldermen  in  our 
cities.  They  reprefent  the  dignity  of  the  government, 
and  do  the  honour  of  the  city  upon  all  occafions.  They 
difpofe  of  all  under-offices  that  fall  in  their  time  ;  and 
iffue  out  all  monies  out  of  the  common  ftock  or  trea- 
fure,  judging  alone  what  is  neceffary  for  the  fafety,  con- 
venience, or  dignity  of  the  city.  They  keep  the  key 
of  the  bank  of  Amfterdam  (the  common  treafurc  of 
fo  many  nations)  which  is  never  opened  without  the 
prcfencc  of  one  of  them  :  and  they  infpeft  and  purfue 
all  the  great  public  works  of  tlie  city,  as  the  Ram- 
parts and  Stadt-houfe,  now  almoft  finifhed  with  fo 
great  magnificence  and  fo  vaft  expence. 

This  office  is  a  charge  of  the  grcateft  truft,  autho- 
rity, and  dignity  ;  anti  fo  much  the  greater,  by  not 
being  of  profit  or  advantage,  but  only  as  a  way  to 
3  other 
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other  conftanc  employments  in  fhe  citv$  that  are  fo« 
The  falary  of  a  JSurgomafter  of  Amuerdam  is  but 
five  hundred  guilders  a  year»  though  there  are  offices 
worth  five  thoufand  in  their  difpofal ;  but  yet  none  of 
them  known  to  have  taken  money  upon  fuch  occa- 
fions,  which  would  lofe  all  their  credit  in  the  town, 
and  thereby  their  fortunes  by  any  public  employ- 
ments. They  are  obliged  to  no  fort  of  expence  more 
than  ordinary  modeft  citizens,  in  their  habits,  their 
attendance,  their  tables,  or  any  part  of  their  own  dO' 
meftic.  They  are  upon  all  public  occafions  waited  on 
by  men  in  falary  from  the  town ;  and  whatever  feafts 
they  make  upon  folemn  days,  or  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  any  Princes  or  foreign  minifters,  the  charge 
is  defrayed  out  of  the  common  treafure,  but  propor^ 
tioned  by  their  own  difcretion.  At  other  times,  they 
appear  in  all  places  with  the  (implicity  and  modefty 
of  other  private  citizens.  When  the  Burgomafters 
office  expires,  they  are  of  courfe  difpoled  into  the 
other  charges  or  employments  of  the  town,  which 
are  very  many  and  beneficial  ;  unlefs  they  lofe  their 
credit  with  the  Senate  by  any  want  of  diligence  or 
fidelity  in  the  difcharge  of  their  office,  which  feldom 
arrives. 

The  Efchevins  are  the  court  of  juftice  in  every 
town.  They  are  at  Amfterdam  nine  in  number ;  of 
which  (even  are  chofen  annually ;  but  two  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  continue  in  office.  A  double  number  is 
named  by  the  Senate,  out  of  which  the  Burgomafters 
lK)w  chufe,  as  the  Prince  of  Orange  did  in  the  former 
conftitution.  They  are  (bvercign  judges  in  all  crimi* 
nal  caufes.  In  civil,  after  a  certain  value,  there  lies 
appeal  to  the  court  of  juftice  of  the  Province.  Buc 
they  pafs  fentence  of  death  upon  no  man  without  firft 
adyifing  with  the  Burgomafters  ;  though,  after  that 
form  is  pafied,  they  proceed  themfelves,  and  are  not 
bound  to  follow  the  Burgomafters  opinion,  but  are 
3  left 
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left  to  ihdr  own  :  this  b^ing  only  a  care  or  favour 
of  fupererogation  to  the  life  of  a  man,  which  is  fo 
ibon  cut  off>  and  never  to  be  retrieved  or  made  amends 
for. 

Under  thefe  £>vereign  Magiftrates,  the  chief  fubor-- 
dimue  officers  of  the  town  are,  the  Treafurers,  who  re- 
ceiTe  and  ilTue  out  all  monies  that  are  properly  the 
revenues  or  ftock  of  the  city  :  the  Scout,  who  ukes 
care  of  the  peace,  feizes  all  criminals,  and  fees  the 
ientences  of  juitice  executed,  and  whofe  authority  is 
like  that  of  a  Sheriff  in  a  county  with  us,  or  a  Con- 
ftaUe  in  aparifh  :  the  Penfioner,  who  is  a  civil  lawyer^ 
verfed  in  the  cuftoms,  and  records,  and  privileges  of 
the  town,  concerning  which  he  informs  the  magiftracy 
upon  occafion,  and  vindicates  them  upon  difputes  with 
other  towns  ;  he  is  a  fervant  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Burgomafters,  delivers  their  melTages,  makes  their  ha- 
rangues upon  all  public  occafions,  and  is  not  unlike 
the  Recorder  in  one  ci  our  towns. 

In  this  city  of  Amfterdam  is  the  famous  bank^ 
which  is  the  greateft  treafure,  either  real  or  imagina- 
ry,  that  is  known  any  where  in  the  world.  The  place 
of  it  is  a  great  vault  under  the  Stadthoufe,  made 
firong  with  all  the  circumftances  of  doors  and  locks,, 
and  other  appearing  cautions  of  fafety,  that  can  be  : 
and  it  is  certain,  that  whoever  is  carried  to  fee  the 
bank,  Ihall  never  fail  to  find  the  appearance  of  a  mighty 
real  treafure,  in  bars  of  gold  and  (ilver,  plate,  and  in- 
finite bags  of  metals,  which  are  fuppofed  to  be  all 
goki  and  filver>  and  may  be  fo  for  aught  I  know.  But» 
the  Burgomafters  only  having  the  infpeftion  of  this 
bank,  and  no  man  ever  taking  any  particular  account 
of  what  ifiues  in  and  out,  from  age  to  age,  it  is  im- . 
poffible  to  make  any  calculation,  or  gucfs,  what  pro- 
portion the  real  treafure  may  hold  to  the  credit  of  it. 
Therefore  the  fecurity  of  the  bank  lies  not  only  in  the 
cffed^  that  are  in  it,  but  in  the  credit  of  the  whole 

town 
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town  or  ftate  of  Amfterdam,  whofe'ftockand  revenue 
is  equal  to  that  of  feme  kingdoms ;  and  who  are  bound 
to  make  good  all  monies  that  are  brought  into  their 
bank  :  the  tickets  or  bills  hereof  make  all  the  ufual 
great  payments,  that  are  made  between  man  and  man 
in  the  town ;  and  not  only  in  moft  other  places  of  the 
United  Provinces,  but  in  many  other  trading  parts  of 
the  world.  So  as  this  bank  is  properly  a  general  caQi, 
where  every  man  lodges  his  money,  becaufe  he  efteems 
it  fafer,  and  eafier  paid  in  and  out,  than  if  it  were  in 
his  coffers  at  home  ;  and  the  bank  is  fo  far  from  pay- 
ing any  intereft  for  what  is  there  brought  in,  that 
money  in  the  bank  is  worth  fomething  more  in  com- 
mon payments,  than  what  runs  current  in  coin  from 
hand  to  hand ;  no  other  money  paffmg  in  the  bank,  but 
in  the  fpecies  of  coin  the  beft  known,  the  moft  afcer- 
tained,  and  the  moft  generally  current  in  all  parts  of 
the  Higher  as  well  as  the  Lower  Germany. 

The  revenues  of  Amfterdam  arife  out  of  the  con- 

ftant  excife  upon  all  forts  of  commodities  bought  and 

fold  within  the  precinft  -,  or,  out  of  the  rents  of  thofc 

houfes  or  lands  that  belong  in  common  to  the  city ; 

or,  out  of  certain  duties  and  impofitions  upon  every 

houfe,  towards  the  ufes  of  charity,  and  the  repairs, 

or  adornments,  or  fortifications  of  the  place  •,  or  elfe, 

out  of  extraordinary  levies  confented  to  by  the  Senate, 

for  furniihing  their  part  of  the  public  charge  that  is 

agreed  to  by  their  Deputies  in  the  Provincial  States, 

for  the  ufe  of  the  Province  5  or  by  the  Deputies  of  the 

States  of  Holland  in  the  States-General,  for  fupport 

of  the  union.     And  all  thefe  payments  are  made  into 

one  common  ftock  of  the  town,  not,  as  many  of  ours 

are,  into  that  of  the  parifli,  fo  as  attempts  may  be  eafier 

made  at  the  calculations  of  their  whole  revenue  -,  and 

I  have  heard  it  affirmed,  that  what  is  paid  of  all  kinds 

to  public  ufes  of  the  States-General,  the  Province,  and 

the  city,  in  Amfterdam,  amounts  to  above  fixteen 

hundred 
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hundred  thoufand  pounds  Sterling  a-year.  But  I  en- 
ter ifito  no  computations,  nor  give  thefe  for  any  thing 
more^  than  what  I  have  heard  from  men  who  pretend- 
ed CO  make  fuch  enquiries,  which,  I  confefs,  I  did  nor. 
It  is  certain,  chat,  in  no  town,  ftrength,  beauty,  and 
convenience  are  better  provided  for,  nor  with  more 
iinliniiHdexpence,than  in  this,  by  the  magnificence  of 
their  public  buildings,  as  the  Stadthoufe  and  Arfenalsi 
the  number  and  fpacioufncfs,  as  well  as  order  and  re- 
venues, of  their  many  hofpitals ;  the  commodioufnefa 
of  their  canals,  running  through  the  chief  ftreets  of 
paflage  ;  the  mighty  ftrength  of  their  baftions  and 
ramparts  ;  and  the  neatnefs,  as  well  as  convenience, 
of  their  ftreets,  fo  far  as  can  be  compafled  in  fo  great 
a  confluence  of  induflrious  people  \  all  which  could 
never  be  atchieved  without  a  charge  much  exceeding 
what  ieems  proportioned  to  the  revenue  of  one  finglc 
town. 

The  Senate  chufts  the  Deputies  which  are  fent 
from  this  city  to  the  States  of  Holland ;  the  fovereign- 
ty  whereof  is  reprefented  by  Deputies  of  the  Nobles 
and  Towns,  compofing  nineteen  voices  :  of  which  the 
nobles  have  only  the  firft,  and  the  cities  eighteen,  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  thofe  which  are  called 
5r^mMi,  the  other  cities  and  towns  of  the  Province  hav- 
ing no  voice  in  the  States.  Thefe  cities  were  originally 
but  fix,  Dort,  Haerlem,  Delf,  Leyden,  Amftcrdam, 
and  Tergou ;  but  were  increafed,  by  Prince  William 
ofNaflTau,  to  the  number  of  eighteen,  by  the  addition 
of  Rotterdam,  Gorcum,  Schedam,  Schonoven,  Briel, 
Alcmaer,  Home,  Enchufen,  Edam,  Moninckdam, 
Medenblick,  and  Permeren.  This  makes  as  great 
an  inequality  in  the  government  of  the  Province,  by 
fuch  a  fraall  city  as  Permeren  having  an  equal  voice 
in  the  Provincial  States  with  Amfterdam  (which  pays 
perhaps  half  of  all  charge  of  the  Province)  as  feems 
to  be  in  the  States-General,  by  fo  fmall  a  Province  a^ 
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OveryffeJ  having  an  equal  voice  in  the  States-Qencral 
with  that  of  Holland,  which  contributes  more,  thaa 
half  to  the  general  charge  of  the  union.  But  this 
was  by  fome  writers  of  that  age  interpreted  to  be 
done  by  the  Prince's  authority,  to  leffen  that  of  the 
nobles,  and  balance  that  of  the  greater  cities,  by  the 
voices  of  the  fmaller,  whofe  dependences  were  cafier 
to  be  gained  and  fecured. 

The  Nobles,  though  they  are  few  in  this  Province, 
yet  are  not  reprefented  by  all  their  numbcFy  but  by 
eight  or  nine,  who  as  Deputies  from  their  body  have 
feilion  in  the  States  Provincial  ^  and  who,  when  one 
among  them  dies,  chufe  another  to.fucceed  him. 
Though  they  have  altogether  but  one  voice  equal  to 
the  fmalleft  town  v  yet  they  are  very  confidcrable  in 
the  government,  by  pofleffingmanyof  the  beft  charges 
both  civil  and  military,  by  having  the  diredion  of  all 
the  ecclefiaftical  revenue  that  was  feized  by  the  State 
upon  the  change  of  religion,  and  by  fending  their 
Deputies  to  all  the  councils  both  of  the  Generality  and 
the  Province,  and  by  the  nomination  of  one  Counfel- 
lor  in  the  two  great  courts  of  juftice.  They  give  their 
voice  firft  in  the  Aflembly  of  the  States,  and  thereby 
^  great  weight  to  the  bufmeis  in  confultation.  The 
Penfioner  of  Holland  is  feated  with  them,  delivers 
their  voice  for  them,  and  aflifts  at  all  their  delibera- 
tions, before  they  come  to  the  Aflembly.  He  is,  pro- 
perly, but  minifter  orfervant  of  the  Province,  and  fo 
his  place  or  rank  is  behind  all  their  Deputies  ^  but 
^as  always  great  credit,  becaufe  he  is  perpetual,  or 
fcldom  difcharged  ;  though  of  right  he  ought  to  be 
chofen  or  renewed  every  fifth  year.  He  has  place  in 
s\\  the  feveral  aflemblies  of  the  Province,  and  in  the 
States  propofes  all  affairs,  gathers  the  opinions,  and 
ibrms  or  digefts  the  refolutions  ;  pretending  likewife 
.a  power,  not  to  conclude  any  very  important  affair  by 
plurality  of  voices,  when  he  judges  in  his  confcience 
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he  oi%ht  not  to  do  it,  and  that  it  will  be  of  ill  confe- 
qumce  or  prejudice  to  the  Province.  He  is  likewife 
oneiif  their  conftant  Deputies  in  the  States -General. 

The  Deputies  of  the  cities  are  drawn  out  of  the  Ma- 
giftratcs  *  and  Senate  of  fech  town  :  their  number  is 
UDcertsun  and  arbitrary,  according  i»  the  cuftoms  or 
pleafbre  of  the  cities  that  fend  them,  becaufe  they 
have  all  together  but  one  voice,  and  are  all  maintain- 
ed at  their  cities  charge  :  but  commonly  one  of  the 
Bisrgotnafters  and  the  Penfioner  are  of  the  number. 

The  States  of  Holland  have  their  feflion  in  the 
court  at  the  Hague,  and  afiemble  ordinarily  four  times 
a-year,in  February,  June,  September,  and  November. 
In  the  former  felTions,  they  provide  for  the  filling  up 
of  all  vacant  charges,  and  for  renewing  the  farms  of 
all  the  ieveral  taxes,  and  for  confulting  about  any 
matters  that  concern  either  the  general  good  of  the 
Province,  or  any  particular  differences  arifmg  between 
the  towns.  But,  in  November,  they  meet  purpofely 
to  rclblvc  upon  the  continuance  of  the  charge  which 
falls  to  the  mare  of  their  Province  the  following  year, 
according  to  what  may  have  been  agreed  upon  by 
the  Deputies  of  the  States-General,  as  neceffary  for 
thcfupport  of  the  State  or  Union. 

For  extraordinary  occafions,  they  are  convoked  by 
a  council  called  the  Gecommitteer  de  Raedertj  or  the 
commiflioned  Counfellors,  who  are  properly  a  Coun- 
cil of  State  of  the  Province,  compofed  of  feveral  De- 
puties-, one  from  the  nobles  -,  one  from  each  of  the 
chief  towns  ;  and  but  one  from  three  of  the  fmaller 
towns,  each  of  the  three  chufing  him  by  turns.  And 
this  coiincil  fits  conftantly  at  the  Hague,  and  both 
propoles  to  the  Provincial  States,  at  their  extraordi- 
nary aiiemblies,  the  matters  of  deliberation,  and  exe- 
cutes dieir  refolutions. 

lo  thcie  aflemblies,  though  all  are  equal  in  voices, 
and  any  one  hinders  a  refuit  -,  yet  it  feldpm  happens, 

I  2  but 
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butthat)  united  by  one  common  bond  of  intcreft,tfki 
having  all  one  common  end  of  public  good,  thejrcoiiie 
after  full  debates  to  eafy  refolutions  ;  yielding  to  tfie 
power  of  reafon,  where  it  is  clear  and  ftrong^  and  itip- 
prefling  all  private  pafTions  or  interefts,  fo  as  the  fm^>* 
kr  part  feldom  contefts,  hard  or  long,  what  the  grester 
agrees  of.  When  the  Deputies  of  the  States  agree  in 
opinion,  they  fend  fome  of  their  number  to  their  rc- 
fpeftive  towns,  propofing  the  affair  and  the  reafons 
aUedged,  and  defiring  orders  from  them  to  conclude  i 
which  feldom  fails,  if  the  neceflity  or  utility  be  evi- 
dent :  if  it  be  more  intricate,  or  fuffers  delay,  the 
States  adjourn  forfuch  a  time,  as  admits  the  return  of 
all  the  Deputies  to  their  towns  ;  where  their  influence 
and  intereft,  and  the  imprefTions  of  the  debates  in 
their  provincial  aflemblies,  make  the  conient  of  the 
cities  eafier  gained. 

Befides  the  States  and  Council  mentioned,  the  Pro- 
vince has  likcwife  a  Chamber  of  accounts,  who  ma- 
nage the  general  revenues  of  the  Province  :  and,  be- 
fides this  truft,  they  have  the  abfblute  difpofition  of 
the  ancient  demefhe  of  Holland,  without  giving  any 
account  to  the  States  of  the  Province.  Only  at  times,, 
cither  upon  ufual  intervals,  or  upon  a  neceflity  of 
money,  the  States  call  upon  them  for  a  fubOdy  of  two 
or  three  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  or  more,  as  they 
are  prefled,  or  conceive  the  chamber  to  be  grown  rich> 
beyond  what  is  proportioned  to  the  general  defign  of 
kicreanng  the  eafe  and  fortunes  of  thofe  perfons  who 
compofe  it.  The  States  of  Holland  difpofe  of  thefe 
charges  to  men  grown  aged  in  their  fcrvice,  and  who 
kave  pafl^d  through  moftof  the  employments  of  State 
with  the  efteem  of  prudence  and  integrity  ;  and  fuch 
perfons  find  here  an  honourable  and  profitable  retreat. 
The  Provinces  of  Holland  and  Zealand,  as  they  ufcd 
formerly  to  have  one  Governor  in  the  time  of  the 
houles  of  Bm^undy  and  Auitria ;  fo  they  have  long 
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liad  one  common  judicature,  which  is  exercUcd  by  two 
^oiirts^of  juftice,  each  of  them  common  to  both  the 
Ffovinces.  The  firft  is  compofed  of  twelve  Counfel- 
lofs,  nine  of  Holland  and  three  of  Zealand,  of  whom 
due  Governor  of  the  Provinces  is  the  head ;  by  the  old 
CQiifticutionufed  to  prefide  whenever  he  pleafed,  and 
^name  all  the  Counfellors  except  one,  who  was  cho- 
fax  by  the  nobles.  This  court  judges  without  appeal 
la  all  criminal  caufes  ;  but  in  civil  there  lies  appeal- 
CD  the  other  court,  which  is  called  the  Hig;h  Council, 
from  which  there  is  no  appeal,  but  only  by  petition 
to  the  States  of  the  Province  for  a  revifion  :  when 
thde  judge  there  is  reafonforit,  they  grant  letters-pa- 
teat  to  that  purpofe,  naming  fome  Syndiqucs  out  of 
che  towns,  who,  being  added  to  the  Counfellors  of  the 
two  former  courts,  revife  and  judge  the  caufe  in  the 
laft  refort.  And  this  courfe  feems  to  have  been  infii- 
tuted  by  way  of  fupply  or  imitation  of  the  chamber 
of  Mechlin,  to  which,  before  the  revolt  of  the  Pro- 
vinces, there  lay  an  appeal,  by  way  of  reviiion,  from 
all  or  moil  of  the  provincial  courts  of  juftice,  as  there 
ilill  doth  in  the  Spanifh  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands. 
-  -  -The  Union  is  made  up  of  the  feven  fovereign  Pro- 
vinces before  named,  who  chufe  their  refpe&ive  De- 
puties, and  fend  them  to  the  Hague,  for  the  compo- 
sing of  three  feveral  colleges,  called  the  States-Gene- 
ral, theCouncil  of  State,  and  the  Chamber  of  accounts. 
The  .fovereign  power  of  this  united  State  lies  effec- 
tively in  the  Aflcmbly  of  the  States-General,  which 
tifed  at  firft  to  be  convoked,  upon  extraordinary  occa* 
fioos,  by  the  Council  of  State  ;  but  that  feldom,  in 
regard  they  ufually  confifted  of  above  eight  hundred 
perfbns,  whole  meeting  together  in  one  place,  from 
ib  maay  feveral  parts,  gave  too  great  a  fhake  to  the 
vdpole  body  of  the  union  ;  made  the  debates  long,  and 
Ibqactimcs  confufed  -,  the  refolutions  flow,  and,  u^hmi 
finddenoccafions^  out  of  time.    In  the  abfence  oi  the 
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States-General,  the  Council  ofStatereprefen ted  their 
authority,  and  executed  their  refolutions,  and  judged 
of  the  neceffity  of  a  new  convocation  ;•  till,  after  the 
Earl  of  Leicefter*s  departure  from  the  govemrhcrtt, 
the  Provincial  States  defired  of  the  General,  that  they 
might,  by  their  conftant  refpeftive  Deputies,  continue 
their  affemblies  under  the  name  of  States-General, 
which  were  never  after  aflembled  but  at  Bergen  op 
Zoom,  for  ratifying  with  more  folemn  form  and  au- 
thority the  truce  concluded  with  Duke  Albert  and 
Spain.  "* 

This  defire  of  the  Provinces  was  grounded  upon 
the  pretences  that  the  Council  of  State  convoked  them 
but  feldom,  and  at  will ;  and  that,  being  to  execute 
all  in  their  abfence,  they  thereby  arrogated  to  them- 
felves  too  great  an  authority  in  the  State.  But  a  more 
fecret  reafon  had  greater  weight  in  this  affair,  which 
was,  that  the  Englifti  Ambaffador  had,  by  agreement 
with  Queen  Elifabeth,  a  conftant  place  in  their  Coun- 
cil of  State  ;  and,  upon  the  diftaftes  arifing  between 
the  Provinces  and  the  Earl  ofLeicefter,  with  fome 
jealoufies  of  the  Queen's  difpofition  to  make  a  peace 
with  Spain,  they  had  no  mind  that  her  Ambaffador 
ihould  be  prefent  any  longer  in  the  firft  digeftion  of 
their  aflairs,  which  was  then  ufually  made  in  the  Coun- 
cil of  State.  And  hereupon  they  firft  framed  the  or- 
dinary coui^cil,  called  the  States-General,  which  has 
ever  (ince  pafled  by  that  name,  and  fits  conftantly  in 
the  court  at  the  Hague,  reprefents  the  fovereignty  of 
the  union,  gives  audience  and  difpatch  to  all  foreign 
minifters  •,  but  yet  is  indeed  only  a  reprefcntative  of 
the  States-General,  the  affemblies  whereof  are  wholly 
difufed. 

The  Council  of  State,  the  Admiralty,  and  thetrea- 
fury,  are  all  fi|bordinate  to  this  council :  all  of  which 
are  continued  in  as  near  a  refemblance,  as  could  be,  to 
the  feveral  councils  ufed  in  the  time  when  the  Provin- 
ces 
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Oct  were  fubged  to  their  feveral  principalities,  or  uni- 
ccd  under  one  in  the  houfes  of  Burgundy  and  Auftria  \ 
only  the  feveral  Deputies  (compofing  one  voice)  now 
iucceeding  the  fingle  perfons  eofiployed  under  the  for« 
floer  government :  and  the  Hague,  which  was  the  an- 
cient feat  of  the  Counts  of  Holland,  ftill  continues  to 
be  lb  of  all  thefe  councils  ;  where  the  palace  of  the 
former  Sovereigns  lodges  the  Prince  of  Orange  as  Go-^ 
vemor,  and  receives  thefe  feveral  councils  as  attend- 
ing itUl  upon  the  fovereignty,  reprefented  by  the 
Sutes-General. 

The  members  of  all  thefe  councils  are  placed  and 
changed  by  the  feveral  Provinces  according  to  their 
different  or  agreeing  cuftoms.  To  the  States-General 
every  one  fends  their  Deputies,  in  what  number  they 
pleafe  ;  fome  two,  fome  ten,  or  twelve  •,  which  makes 
DO  difference,  becaufe  all  matters  are  carried,  not  by 
the  votes  of  perfons,  but  of  Provinces  :  and  all  the 
Deputies  from  one  Province,  how  few  or  many  foever, 
have  one  fingle  vote.  The  Provinces  differ  likewifc 
in  the  time  fixed  for  their  deputation  -,  fome  fending 
for  a  year,  fome  for  more,  and  others  for  life.  The 
Province  of  Holland  fends  to  the  States-General  one 
of  their  nobles,  who  is  perpetual  •,  two  Deputies  cho- 
fen  out  of  their  eight  <:hief  towns,  and  one  out  of 
North-Holland  ;  and  with  thefe,  two  of  their  provin- 
cial council  of  State,  and  their  Penfioner. 

Neither  Stadtholder  or  Governor,  or  any  perfon  in 
military  charge,  has  leffion  in  the  States-  General.  Every 
Province  prefides  their  week  in  turns,  and  by  the  moft 
qualified  perfon  of  the  Deputies  of  that  Province  :  he 
fits  in  a  chair  with  arms,  at  the  middle  of  a  long  table 
capable  of  holding  about  thirty  perfons  ;  for  about 
that  number  this  council  is  ufually  compofed  of.  The 
Greffier*  who  is  in  nature  of  a  fecretary,  fits  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  table.  When  a  foreign  minifler  has 
audience,  he  is  feated  at  the  middle  of  this  table,  over- 
^ainft  the  Pxefident,  who  propofcs  all  matters  in 
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this  afiembly  ;  makes  the  Greffier  read  all  papers  ; 
puts  the  queftion  ;  calls  the  voices  (rf  the  Provinces  ; 
:^id  forms  the  conclufion.  Or,  if  he  refufes  to  con« 
elude  according  to  the  plurality,  he  is  obliged  torefign 
bis  place  to  the  Prefident  of  the  enfuing  week,  who 
concludes  for  him. 

.  This  is  the  courfe  in  all  affairs  before  them,  except 
In  caies  of  peace  and  war,  of  foreign  alliances,  of  rai- 
ling or  coining  of  monies,  or  the  privileges  of  each 
Province  qv  member  of  the  union.  In  all  which,  all 
the  Provinces  muft  concur,  plurality  being  not  at  all 
weighed  or  obfervcd.  This  council  is  not  fovercign, 
but  only  reprefents  the  fovereignty ;  and  therefore, 
though  Ambaffadors  are  both  received  and  fent  in 
their  name,  yet  neither  are  their  own  chofen,  nor  fo- 
reign minifters  anfwered,  nor  any  of  thofe  mention- 
ed affairs  refolvcd,  without  confulting  firft  the  States 
of  each  Province  by  their  refpedivc  Deputies,  and 
receiving  orders  from  them  •,  and  in  other  important 
matters,  though  decided  by  plurality,  they  frequent- 
ly confult  with  the  Council  of  State. 

Nor  has  this  method  or  conftitution  ever  been  bro- 
ken fince  their  State  began,  excepting  only  in  one  af- 
fair, which  was  in  January  1668,  when  his  Majefty 
fent  me  over  to  propofe  a  league  of  mutual  defence 
with  this  State,  and  another  for  the  prefervation  of 
Inlanders  from  the  invafion  of  France,  which  had 
^eady  conquered  a  great  part  of  the  Spanifli  Pro- 
vinces, and  left  the  reft  at  the  mercy  of  the  next 
campaign.  Upon  this  occafion  I  had  the  fortune  to 
prevail  wich  the  States-General  to  conclude  three 
treaties,  and  upon  them  draw  up  and  fign  the  feve- 
ral  inftruments,  in  the  fpace  of  five  days,  without 
paffiiig  the  eflential  forms  of  their  government  by 
any  recourfe  to  the  Provinces,  which  muft  likewife 
have  had  it  to  the  feveral  cities  :  there,  I  knew,  thofe 
foreign  minifters,  whofe  duty  and  intereft  it  was  to 
oppofe  this  affair,  expeded  to  meet  and  to  elude  it ; 

which 


Chap.  IL         €f  their  government.  izg 

which  could not  have  failed,  in  cafe  it  had  ran  chat 
drcle,  iince  engaging  the  voice  of  one  city  mud  have 
broken  ic  :  it  is  true,  that,  in  concluding  chefe  alli- 
ances without  commiflion  from  their  principals,  the 
Deputies  of  the  States- General  ventured  their  heads, 
if  they  had  been  difowned  by  their  Provinces  ^  but 
being  all  unanimous,  and  led  by  the  clear  evidence  of 
ib  dire&  and  fo  important  an  intereft  (which  muft 
have  been  loil  by  the  ufual  delays)  they  all  agreed  to 
run  the  hazard  ;  and  were  fo  far  from  being  difown- 
ed, that  they  were  applauded  by  all  the  members  of 
ftvery  Province :  having  thereby  changed  the  whole 
fiaice  of  affairs  in  Chrillendom,  and  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  the  triple  alliance  and  the  peace  of  Aix 
(which  were  concluded  about  four  months  after.)  So 
great  has  the  force  of  reafon  and  intereft  ever  prov- 
ed in  this  State,  not  only  to  the  uniting  of  all  voices 
in  their  ailemblies,  but  to  the  abfolving  of  the  great- 
eft  breach  of  their  original  conftitutions  ;  even  in  a 
State  whofe  fafety  and  greatnefs  has  been  chiefly 
founded  upon  the  fevere  and  exaft  obfervance  of  or- 
der and  method  in  all  their  counfels  and  executions. 
Nor  have  they  ever  ufed,  at  any  other  time,  any 
creater  means  to  agree  and  unite  the  feveral  mem- 
bers of  their  union,  in  the  refolutions  neceflary,  up- 
on the  moft  prefling  occafions,  than  for  the  agreeing 
Provinces  to  name  feme  of  their  ableft  perfons  to  go 
and  confer  with  the  diffenting,  and  rcprefent  thofe 
reafons  and  intercfts  by  which  they  have  been  indu«» 
ced  to  their  opinions. 

The  Council  of  State  iscompofed  of  Deputies  from 
the  feveral  Provinces,  but  after  another  manner  than 
the  States- General,  the  number  being  fixed.  Gelder- 
land  fends  two,  Holland  three,  Zealand  and  Utrecht 
two  a-piece,  Friezland,  Overyflel,  and  Groninguen, 
each  of  them  one,  making  in  all  twelve.  They  vote 
not  by  Provinces,  but  by  perfonal  voices  •,  and  every 
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Deputy  prcfides  by  turns.  In  this  council  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  Provinces  has  feffion,  and  a  decifive  voice; 
and  the  Treafurer-General,  feffion,  but  a  voice  only 
deliberative  j  yet  he  has  much  credit  here,  being  for 
life  -,  and  fo  is  the  perfon  deputed  to  this  council 
from  the  Nobles  of  Holland,  and  the  Deputies  of  the 
Province  of  Zealand.  The  reft  are  but  for  two,  three, 
or  four  years. 

TheCouncil  of  State  executes  the  refolutions  of  the 
States-General  ;  confults  and  propofes  to  them  the 
moft  expedient  ways  of  raifing  troops,  and  levying 
monies,    as  well  as  the  proportions  of  both,  which 
they  conceive  neceflary  in  all  conjunftures  and  revo- 
kitionsof  the  ftate  ;  fuperintends  the  milice,  the  for- 
tifications, the  contributions  out  of  the  enemies  coun- 
try, the  forms  and  difpofal  of  all  paffports,  and  the 
affairs,  revenues,  and  government  of  all  places  con- 
c^Uered  fince  the  union  -,  which,  being  gained  by  the 
common  arms  of  the  State,  depend  upon  the  States- 
General,  and  not  upon  any  particular  Province. 
.Towards  the  end  of  every  year,  this  council  forms 
a  ftate  of  the  expence  they  conceive  will  be  neceflary 
for  the  year  enfuing  -,  prefents  it  to  the  States- Gene- 
ral, defiring  them  to  demand  fo  much  of  the  States 
Provincial,  to  be  raifcd  according  to  the  ufual  propor- 
tions, which  arc,  of  100,000  guilders, 
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This  petition,  as  it  is  called,  is  made  to  the  States- 
General,  in  the  name  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
State,  which  is  but  a  continuance  of  the  forms  ufed  ia 
the  time  of  their. Sovereigns,  and  ftill  by  the  Gover- 
nors and  council  of  State  in  the  Spanifh  Netherlands : 
petition  Ggnifying  barely  asking  or  demanding,  though 
implying  the  thing  demanded  to  be  wholly  in  the 
right  and  power  of  them  that  give.  It  was  ufed  by 
the  firft  Counts  only  upon  extraordinary  occafions 
and  necedities;  but  in  the  time  of  the  houfes  of 
Burgundy  and  Auftria  grew  to  be  a  thing  of  courfe^ 
and  annual,  as  it  is  ftill  in  the  Spanifh  Provinces. 

The  Council  of  State  difpofes  of  all  fums  of  mo- 
ney deftined  for  all  extraordinary  affairs,  and  expe- 
dites the  orders  for  the  whole  expence  of  the  State, 
upon  the  refolutions  firft  taken,  in  the  main,  by  the 
States-General.  The  orders  muft  be  figned  by  three 
Deputies  of  feveral  Provinces,  as  well  as  by  the  Trca- 
furer-General,  and  then  regiftered  in  the  chamber  of 
accounts,  before  the  Receiver-General  pays  them, 
which  is  then  done  without  any  difficulty,  charge,  or 
delay. 

Every  Province  raifes  what  monies  it  pleafes,  and 
by  what  ways  or  means,  fends  its  quota^  or  (hare,  of 
the  general  charge,  to  the  Receiver-General,  and 
converts  the  reft  to  the  prefent  ufe,  or  refervcs  it  for 
the  future  occafions,  of  the  Province. 

The  Chamber  of  accounts  was  erefted  about  fixty 
years  ago,  for  the  eafe  of  the  Council  of  State,  to  ex- 
amine and  ftate  all  accounts  of  all  the  feveral  recei- 
vers, to  controul  and  regifter  the  orders  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  State,  which  difpofes  of  the  finances  :  and  this 
chamber  is  compofed  of  two  Deputies  from  each  Pro- 
vince, who  are  changed  every  three  years. 

Befides  thefe  colleges,  is  the  council  of  the  Admi- 
ralty ;  who,  when  the  States-General,  by  advice  of 
the  council  of  State,  have  deftined  a  fleet  of  fuch  a 
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number  and  force  to  be  fee  out,  have  the  abfolute 
difpofition  of  the  maiine  aflfairs^  as  well  in  the  choice 
and  equipage  of  all  the  feveral  ihips,  as  in  ifTuing  the 
iponies  allotted  for  that  fervice. 

•  This  college  is  fubdivided  into  five,  of  which  three 
are  in  Holland,  viz.  one  in  Amfterdam,  another  at 
Rotterdam,  and  the  third  at  Horn  :  the  fourth  is  at 
Middleburgh  in  Zealand,  and  the  fifth  at  Harlinguen 
ki  Friczland.  Each  of  thefe  is  compofed  of  tevcn 
Deputies,  four  of  that  Province  where  the  college  re- 
fides  ;  and  three  named  by  the  other  Provinces,  The 
Admiral,  or,  in  his  abfence,  the  Vice- Admiral,  has 
feffion  in  all  thefe  colleges,  and  prefides  when  he  is 
pitient.  They  take  cognizance  ot  all  crimes  commit- 
cd  at  fea  <,  judge  ail  pirates  that  are  taken,  and  all 
frauds  or  negligences  in  the  payment  or  coUedtions 
of  the  cuftoms ;  which  are  particularly  affefted  to  the 
Admiralty,  and  applicable  to  no  other  ufe.  This 
fund,  being  not  fufiicient  in  times  of  war,  is  fuppli- 
cd  by  the  States  with  whatever  more  is  neceflary  from 
other  funds  •,  but  in  time  of  peace,  being  little  ex- 
haufted  by  other  conftant  charge  befides  that  of  con- 
voys to  their  feveral  fleets  of  merchants  in  all  parts, 
the  remainder  of  this  revenue  is  applied  to  the  build- 
ing of  great  fhips  of  war,  and  furnifhing  the  feveral 
arfenals  and  ftores  with  all  forts  of  provifidn  necefla- 
ry for  the  building  and  rigging  or  more  (hips  than 
can  be  needed  by  the  courfe  of  a  long  war. 

•  So  foon  as  the  number  and  force  of  the  fleets  de- 
ligned  for  any  expedition  is  agreed  by  the  States-Ge- 
neral, and  given  out  by  the  council  of  State  to  the 
Admiralty;  each  particular  college  furnilhes  their 
own  proportion,  which  is  known,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  feveral  Provinces,  in  all  monies  that  are  to  be 
raifed.  In  all  which,  the  Admiral  has  no  other  Ihare 
or  advantage,  befides  his  bare  falary,  and  his  pro- 
portion in  prizes  that  are  taken.    The  Captains  and 
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fuperior  officers  of  each  fquadron  are  chofen  by  the 
ieveral  colleges  ;  the  number  of  men  appointed  for 
every  (hip  :  after  which,  each  Captain  ufes  his  beft 
diligence  and  credit  to  fill  his  number  with  the  beflb 
men  he  can  get,  and  takes  the  whole  care  and  charge 
of  vi&ualling  his  own  (hip  for  the  time  intended  for 
that  expedition,  and  fignified  to  him  by  the  Admir 
ralty ;  and  this  at  a  certain  rate  of  fo  much  a  maii» 
And  by  the  good  or  ill  difcharge  of  his  truft,  as  well 
as  that  of  providing  Chirurgeons,  medicines,  and  all 
things  neceilary  for  the  health  of  the  men,  eack 
Captain  grows  into  good  or  ill  credit  with  the  fear 
men,  and,  by  their  report,  with  the  Admiralties  ;  upr. 
on  whofe  opinion  and  efteem  the  fortune  of  all  fca- 
officers  depends  :  fo  as,  in  all  their  expeditions,  there 
appears  rather  an  emulation  among  the  particular 
Captains,  who  fhall  treat  his  feamen  bell  in  the^ 
points,  and  employ  the  monies  allotted  for  their  vicr 
tuallingto  the  bed  advantage,  than  any  little  knaviiU 
praftices,  of  filling  their  own  purfes  by  keeping  their 
men's  bellies  empty,  or  forcing  them  to  corrupted 
unwholfome  diet :  upon  which,  and  upon  cleanlineia 
in  their  fhips,  the  health  of  many  people  crowded  up 
into  fo  little  room  feems  chiefly  to  depend.  , 

The  falaries  of  all  the  great  officers  of  this  State 
are  very  fmall  :  I  have  already  mentioned  that  of  a 
Burgomafter's  of  Amfterdam  to  be  about  fifty  pounds 
Sterling  a-year:  that  of  their  Vice- Admiral  (for,  fince 
the  laft  Prince  of  Orange's  death,  to  the  year  1 6701, 
there  had  been  no  Admiral)  is  five  hundred,  and  that 
of  the  Pcnfioner  of  Holland  two  hundred. 

The  greatnefs  of  this  State  feems  much  to  confifl: 
in  thcfe  orders,  how  confufed  foever,  and  of  different 
pieces,  they  may  feem  *,  but  more  in  two  main  efifedb 
of  diem,  which  are,  the  good  choice  of  the  officers  oi 
chief  truft  in  the  Cities,  Provinces,  and  State  :  apd 
xbe  great  limplicity  and  modefty  in  the  common  port 
2  or 
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or  living  of  their  chiefeft  minifters  ;   without  which, 
the  abfolutenefs  of  the  Senates  in  each  town,  and  the 
immenfity  of  taxes  through  the  whole  State,   would 
never  be  endured  by  the  people  with  any  patience ;  be- 
ing both  of  them  greater  than  in  many  of  thofe  go- 
vernments which  are  efteemed  moft  arbitrary  among 
their  neighbours.  But,  in  the  aflemblies  and  debates 
of  their  Senates,  every  man's  abilities  are  difcovered, 
as  their  difpofitions  are  in  the  conduct  of  their  lives 
and  domeftique  among  their  fellow-citizens.  Theob- 
fcrvation  of  thefe  either  raifes,  or  fupprefles,  the  cre- 
dit of  particular  men,  both  among  the  people,  and 
the  Senates,  of  their  towns  ;  who,  to  maintain  their 
authority  with  lefs  popular  envy  or  difcontent,  give 
much  to  the  general  opinion  of  the  people  in  the 
choice  of  their  Magiftrates :  by  this  means  it  comes 
to  pafs,  that,  though  perhaps  the  nation  generally 
be  not   wife,  yet  the  government  is,  becaufc  it  is 
compofed  of  the  wifeft  of  the  nation  ;  which  may  give 
it  an  advantage  over  many  others,  where  ability  is  of 
more  common  growth,  but  of  lefs  ufe  to  the  public; 
if  it  happens  that  neither  wifdom  nor  honefty  are 
the  qualities  which  bring  men  to  the  management 
of  (late-affairs,    as  they  ufually  do  in  this  common- 
wealth. 

Befides,  though  thefe  people,  who  are  naturally  cold 
and  heavy,  may  not  be  ingenious  enough  to  fiimiih  a 
pleafant  or  agreeable  converfation,  yet  they  want  not 
plain  downright  fenfe  to  underftand  and  do  their  bu- 
finefs  both  public  and  private,  which  is  a  talent  ve- 
ry different  from  the  other  ;  and  I  know  not  whether 
they  often  meet :  for  the  firft  proceeds  from  heat  of 
the  brain,  which  makes  the  fpirits  more  airy  and  vo- 
latile, and  thereby  the  motions  of  thought  lighter 
and  quicker,  and  the  range  of  imagination  much 
greater  than  in  cold  heads  where  the  fpirits  arc  more 
earthy  and  dull  :  thought  moves  flower  and  heavier, 
2  but 
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but  thereby  the  impreflions  of  it  are  deeper,  and  laft 
longer ;  one  imagination  being  not  lb  frequent- 
ly, nor  fo  eafily,  effaced  by  another,  as  where  new 
ones  are  continually  arifing.  This  makes  duller  men 
more  coi>(lant  and  fteady,  and  quicker  men  more 
inconilant  and  uncertain  -,  whereas  the  greateft  abili- 
ty in  bufinefs  feems  to  be  the  fteady  purfuit  of  fomc 
one  thing,  till  there  is  an  end  of  it,  with  perpetual 
application  and  endeavour  no\  to  be  diverted  by  eve- 
ry reprefentation  of  new  hopes  or  feara  of  difficulty 
or  danger,  or  of  fome  better  defign.  The  firft  of 
thefe  talents  cuts  like  a  razor,  the  other  tike  a  hat- 
chet *,  one  has  thinoefs  of  edge,  and  fineneis  of  metal 
and  temper,  but  is  eafily  turned  by  any  fubftance  that 
is  hard  and  refifts  :  the  other  has  toughnefs  and 
weight  which  makes  it  cut  through,  or  go  deep  where - 
ever  it  falls  •,  and  therefore  one  is  for  adornment,  the 
other  for  ufe. 

It  may  be  faid  further,  that  the  heat  of  the  heart 
commonly  goes  along  with  that  of  the  brain  ;  fo  that 
paflions  are  warmer,  where  imaginations  are  quicker : 
and  there  are  few  men  (unleis  in  cafe  of  lome  evident 
natural  defeft)  but  have  fenfe  enough  to  diftinguifh 
in  grofs  between  right  and  wrong,  between  good  and 
bad,  when  reprefented  to  them ;  and  confcquently 
have  judgment  enough  to  do  their  bufinefs,  if  it  be 
left  to  itfelf,  and  not  fwayed  nor  corrupted  by  fome 
humour  or  paffion,  by  anger  or  pride,  by  love  or  by 
fcorn,  ambition  Or  avarice,  delight  or  revenge  :  fo 
as  that  the  coldnefs  of  paffion  feems  to  be  the  natural 
ground  of  ability  and  honefty  among  men,  as  the  go- 
vernment or  moderation  of  them  the  great  end  of 
philofophical  and  moral  inftruftions.  Thefe  fpecula* 
tions  may  perhaps  a  little  Icflen  the  common  won- 
der, how  we  fliould  meet  with  in  one  nation  fo  little 
fhew  of  parts  and  of  wit,  and  fo  great  evidence  of 
wifdoin  and  prudence,  as  has  appeared  in  the  con- 
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dud  and  fuccefles  of  this  State,  for  near  an  hundred 
years  ;  which  needs  no  other  teftimony,  than  the 
mighty  growth  and  power  it  arrived  to  from  fo  weak 
and  contemptible  feeds  and  beginnings. 

The  other  circumftance  I  mentioned,  as  an  occa- 
fion  of  their  greatnefs,  was  the  fimplicity  and  modefty 
of  their  M^iftrates  in  their  way  of  living,  which  is  fo 
general,  that  I  never  knew  one  among  them  exceed 
the  common  frugal  popular  air  :  and  fo  great,  that, 
of  the  two  chief  officers  in  my  time.  Vice- Admiral 
De  Ruiter  and  the  Penfioner  De  Witt  (one  generally 
efteemed  by  foreign  nations  as  great  a  feaman,  and 
the  other  as  great  a  ftatefman,  as  any  of  their  age) 
I  never  faw  the  firft  in  cloaths  better  than  the  com- 
moneft  fea-captain,  nor  with  above  one  man  following 
him,  nor  in  a  coach  ;  and,  in  his  own  houfe,  neither 
was  the  fize,  building,  furniture,  or  entertainment,  at 
all  exceeding  the  ufe  of  every  common  merchant  and 
tradefman  in  his  town.    For  the  Penfioner  De  Witt, 
who  had  the  great  influence  in  the  government,  the 
whole  train  and  expence  of  his  domeftique  went  very 
equal  with  other  common  Deputies  or  minifters  of  the 
State  ;  his  habit  grave,  and  plain,  and  popular  ;  his 
table,  what  onlyferved  turn  for  his  family, or  a  friend; 
his  train  (befides  commifTaries  and  clerks  kept  for 
him,  in  an  office  adjoining  to  his  houfe,  at  the  pub- 
lic charge)  was  only  one  man,  who  performed  all  the 
menial  fervice  of  his  houfe  at  home  •,  and,  upon  his 
vifits  of  ceremony,  putting  on  a  plain  livery-cloak, 
attended  his  coach  abroad  :  for,  upon  other  occafions, 
he  was  feen  ufually  in  the  ftreets  on  foot,  and  alone, 
like  the  commoneft  burgher  of  the  town.     Nor  was 
this  manner  of  life  affisfted,  or  ufed  only  by  thcfe  par- 
ticular men,  but  was  the  general  fa(hion  and  mode 
among  all  the  magift rates  of  the  Sute  :  for  I  fpeak 
not  of  the  military  officers,  who  are  reckoned  their 
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fervants,  and  live  in  a  different  garb,  chough  gene- 
rally modefter  than  in  other  countries. 

Thus  this  ftomachful  people,  who  could  not  endure 
the  leaft  exercife  of  arbitrary  power  or  impofuions,  or 
the  fight  of  any  foreign  troops,  under  the  Spanifh  go- 
vcmnicnt,  have  fincebeen  inured  to  all  of  them,  in  the 
higheft  degree,  under  their  own  popular  magiftrates  1 
bridled  with  hard  laws,  terrified  with  fcvere  execu- 
tions, environed  with  foreign  forces  1  and  opprefled 
with  the  moft  cruel  hardfhip  and  variety  of  taxes  that 
was  ever  known  under  any  government  \  but  all  this, 
whilft  the  way  to  office  and  authority  lies  through 
thofe  qualities  which  acquire  the  general  efteem  of 
the  people  *,  whilft  no  man  is  exempted  from  the 
danger  and  current  of  laws ;  whilft  foldiers  are  con- 
fined to  frontier  garrifons  (the  guard  of  inland  or 
trading  towns  being  left  to  the  burghers  themfelves ;) 
and  whilft  no  great  riches  are  feen  to  enter  by  public 
payments  into  private  purfcs,  either  to  raife  families, 
or  to  feed  the  prodigal  expences  of  vain,  extravagant, 
and  luxurious  mtn  *,  but  all  public  monies  are  applied 
to  the  fafcty,  greatncfs,  or  honour  of  the  State,  and 
the  Magiftratcs  themfelves  bear  an  equal  (liare  in  all 
the  burdens  they  impofe. 

The  authority  of  the  Princes  of  Orange,  though  inv 
lermitted  upon  the  untimely  death  of  the  laft,  and  5n- 
fftncy  of  this  prefcnt  Prince  ;  yet,  as  it  muft  be  ever 
acknowledged  to  have  had  a  moft  eflential  part  in  the 
firft  frame  of  this  government,  and  in  ail  the  fortunes 
thereof,  during  the  whole  growth  and  progrefs  of  the 
State :  fo  has  it  ever  preferved  a  very  ftrong  root,  not 
only  in  fix  of  the  Provinces,  but  even  in  the  general 
aad  popular  affeflions  of  the  Province  of  Holland  it- 
-ielff  whpfe  States  have,  for  thefe  laft  twenty  years,  fo 
nock  endeavoured  to  fupprefs,  or  exclude  it. 
"  •  This  began  in  the  perfon  of  Prince  William  of 
litiJBau,  at  the  very  birth  of  the  State,  and  not  i^ 
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much  by  the  quality  of  being  Governor  of  Holland 
and  Zealand  in  Charles  V's  and  Philip  IPs  time, 
as  by  the  cfteem  of  fo  great  wifdom,  goodnefs»  and 
courage,  as  excelled  in  that  Prince,  and  feems  to  have 
been  from  him  derived  to  his  whole  race  j  being,  in- 
\deed,  the  qualities  that  naturally  acquire  efteem  and 
authority  among  the  people,  in  all  governments.  Nor 
has  this  nation  in  particular,  fmce  the  time  perhaps 
of  Civilis,  ever  been  without  lome  head,^  under  fome 
title  or  other  ;  but  always  an  head  iubordinate  to  their 
laws  and  cuftoms,  and  to  the  fovcreign  power  of  the 
State. 

In  the  firft  conftitution  of  this  government,  aftCF 
the  revolt  from  Spain,  all  the  power  and  rights  of 
Prince  WilUam  of  Orange,  as  Governor  of  the  Pro- 
vinces, feem  to  have  been  carefully  referved.  But  thofc 
which  remained  inherent  in  the  Sovereign,  were  de- 
volved upon  the  aflembly  of  the  States-General,  fo  as 
in  them  remained  the  power  of  making  peace  and  war, 
and  all  foreign  alliances,  and  of  raifingand  coining  of 
monies  :  in  the  Prince,  the  command  of  all  land  and 
fea forces,  as  Captain-general  and  Admiral,  and  there- 
by the  difpofition  of  all  military  commands,  the 
power  of  pardoning  the  penalty  of  crimes,  the  chufing 
of  magiftrates  upon  the  nomination  of  the  towns  ; 
for  they  prefented  three  to  the  Prince  who  elefted  one 
out  of  that  number.  Originally  the  States-General 
were  convoked  by  the  council  of  State,  where  the 
Prince  had  the  greatell  influence  :  nor,  fince  that 
change^  have  the  States  ufed  to  rcfolve  any  important 
matter  without  his  advice.  Befides  all  this,  as  the 
States-General  reprefented  the  ibvereignty,  fo  did  the 
Prince  of  Orange  the  dignity,  of  this  Stat-e,  by  public 
guards,  and  the  attendance  of  all  military  officers  v 
by  the  application  of  all  foreign  minifters,  and  all  pre- 
tenders at  home  ;  by  the  fplendor  of  his  court  and 
magnificence  of  his  cxpencc  \  fupported  not  only  by 
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the  pcnfions  and  rights  of  his  feveral  charges  and 
commands,  but  by  a  mighty  patrimonial  revenue  in 
lands  and  fovereign  principalities  and  lordfhips,  as 
well  in  France,  Germany,  and  Burgundy,  as  in  the 
feveral  parts  of  the  Seventeen  Provinces  -,  fo  as  Prince 
Henry  was  ufed  to  anfwer  fome  that  would  have  flat- 
tered him  into  the  defigns  of  a  more  arbitrary  power, 
that  he  had  as  much  as  any  wife  Prince  would  defire 
in  that  State  j  fince  he  wanted  none  indeed,  befidcs 
that  of  punifhing  men,  and  raifing  money  ;  whereas 
he  had  rather  the  envy  of  the  firft  ftiould  lie  upon  the 
forms  of  the  government,  and  he  knew  the  other 
could  never  be  fupported,  without  the  confent  of  the 
people,  to  that  degree  which  was  neceflfary  for  the  de- 
fence of  fo  fmall  a  State  againft  fo  mighty  Princes  as 
their  neighbours. 

Upon  thefe  foundations  was  this  State  firft  efta- 
blifhed,  and  by  thefe  orders  maintained  till  the  death 
of  the  laft  Prince  of  Orange  :  when,  by  the  great  in- 
fluence of  the  Province  of  Holland  among  the  reft, 
the  authority  of  the  Princes  came  to  be  (hared  among 
the  feveral  magiftracies  of  the  State  :  thofe  of  the 
cities  afiumed  the  laft  nomination  of  their  feveral  Ma- 
giftrates  ;  the  States  Provincial,  the  difpofal  of  all 
military  commands  in  thofe  troops,  which  their  (hare 
was  to  pay  ;  and  the  States-General,  the  command 
of  the  armies,  by  officers  of  their  own  appointment, 
fubftituted  and  changed  at  their  will.  No  power  re- 
mained to  pardon  what  was  once  condemned  by  rigour 
of  law  ;  nor  any  perfon  to  reprefent  the  port  and  dig- 
nity of  a  Sovereign  State  :  both  which  could  not  fail 
of  being  fenfiWy  mifled  by  the  people  j  fince  no  man 
ip  particular  can  be  fecure  of  offending,  or  would  there- 
fore abfolutely  dcfpair  of  impunity  himfelf,  though  he 
would  have  others  do  fo  ;  and  men  are  generally 
pleafcd  with  the  pomp  and  fplendor  of  a  government, 
.    .  K  2  not 
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not  only  ts  it  ia  an  amufement  for  idle  people^  but^ 
as  it  is  a  mark  of  the  greatnefs,  honour,  and  riches^ 
ot* their  country. 

However,  thefe  defefts  were  for  near  twenty  years^ 
(upplied  in  fome  meafure,  and  this  frame  fupported^. 
by  the  great  authority  and  riches  of  the  Province  of 
Holland,  which  drew  a  fort  of  dependence  from  the 
other  fix  ^  and  by  the  great  fufficiency,  integrity,  and 
<fonftancy  of  their  chief  Miniftef,  and  by  the  eftcdof 
both  in  the  profperous  fuccelTes  of  their  affairs  :  yet,. 
haying  been  aconiHtution  drained  againft  the  current 
vein  and  humour  of  the  people,,  it  was  always  evident^ 
diac,  upon  the  growth  of  this  young  Prince,  the  greac 
virtues  and  qualities  he  derived  from  the  mixture  of 
fuch  royal  and  fuch  princely  blood,  could  not  fail,  inr 
ftme,  of  raifing  his  authority  to  equal  at  lead,  if  noc 
tp^furpais,  chat  of  his  glorious  anceftors. 

Becaufedie  Curious  may  dcfire  to  know  fomething. 
of  the  other  Provinces,  as  well  as  Holland,,  at  lead  ia 
gencFal,  and  wheve  they  differ  ;  it  may  be  obferved^ 
that  the  coniUtutionsofGelderland,  Zealand,  and  U- 
trecht  agree  much  with  thofe  of  Holland  v  the  States 
in  each  Province  being  compofed  of  Deputies  from> 
the  Nobles  and  the  cities :  but  with  thefe  fmall  diffe- 
rences V  in  Gelderland,  all  the  Nobles,  that  have  cer- 
tain fees  or  lordfliips  in  the  Province,  have  feffion  \ 
they  compofe  one  half  of  the  Swtes,  and  the  Deputies 
of  the  towns  the  other  ^  and,  though  fome  certain  per- 
fpns  among  them  are  deputed  to  the  States^GeneraU 
yet  any  of  the  Nobles  of  Gelder  may  have  place  there, 
if  he  will  attend  at  his  own  charge. 

In  Zealand,  the  nolbiUty  having  been  extinguifhed 
in  tlic  Spanifli  wars,  and  the  Prince  of  Orange  pof- 
feffmg  the  marquifetes  of  Flufliing  and  Tervecr,  his 
Highnefs  ak>ne  makes  that  part  of  the  States  in  the 
Province,  by  the  quality  and  title  of  firft  or  Iblo' 
Noble  of  Zealand  \  and  thereby  has^.  by  his  Deputy^ 
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the  firft  place  and  voice  in  the  States  of  the  Province, 
the  Council  of  State,  and  Chamber  of  accounts :  as 
Sovereign  of  FluQiing  and  Tcrveer,  he  likewife  cre- 
ates the  Magiftratcs,  and  conftquently  difpofes  the 
voices,  jiot  only  of  the  Nobles,  but  alfo  of  two  towns  j 
whereas  there  are  in  all  but  fix  that  fend  their  Depu- 
ties to  the  States,  and  make  up  the  fovercignty  of  the 
Province. 

In  Utrecht,  befides  the  Deputies  of  tlie  Nobles  and 
towns,  eight  Delegates  of  the  Clergy  have  feflion,  and 
.make  a  third  member  in  the  States  of  the  Province. 
Thefe  are  ckdted  out  of  the  four  great  Chapters  of 
the  town,  the  preferments  and  revenues  whereof 
(though,anciently  ecclcfiaflical)  yet  are  now  poflcflcd 
by  lay-perfons,  who  are  moft  of  them  gentlemen  of 
the  Province. 

The  government  of  the  Province  of  Friezland  k 
wholly  different  from  that  of  the  four  Province? 
-already  mentioned  -,  and  is  compofed  of  four  mem- 
Jjers,  which  are  called,  the^C^uarter  of  Oftergo,  confift- 
ing  of  eleven  Baillagcs  ;  of  Weftergo,  confiding  of 
nine .;  and  of  Seveawolden,  confifting  of  ten.  Each 
Baillagc  comprehends  a  certain  number  of  villages, 
ten,  twelve,  fifteen,  or  twenty,  according  to  their  fe- 
veral  extents.  The  fourth  member  confifts  of  the 
towns  of  the  Province,  which  are  eleven  in  number. 
Thefe  four  members  have  each  of  them  right  of 
lending  their  Deputies  to  the  States,  that  i«,  two  cbo- 
fen  out  of  every  Baillage^  and  two  out  of  every  town. 
And  thefe  .reprcfcnt  the  fovercignty  of  the  Province, 
and  deliberate  and  <x)nclude  of  all  affairs,  oi  what 
importance  focver,  without  any  recourfe.tothofe  who 
deputed  them,  or  obligation  to  knowtteeirintentiOns^ 
uihich  the  Deputies  of  all  the  -former  Provinces  are 
ftrifkly  bound  to,  and  either  muft  follow  the  inllruc- 
tions  they  bring  with  them  to  the  affembly,  or  know 
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the  refolution  of  their  principals,  before  they  con- 
clude of  any  new  affair  that  ^rifcs. 

In  the  other  Provinces,  the  Nobles  of  the  towns 
chufe  the  Deputies  which  compofe  the  State  ;  but, 
in  Friezland,  the  conftitution  is  of  quite  another 
fort :  for  every  Baillage,  which  is  compofed  of  a  cer- 
tain extent  of  country  and  number  of  villages  (as  has 
been  faid)  is  governed  by  a  Bailie,  whom,  in  their 
language,  they'call  Greetman ;  and  this  officer  governs 
his  circuit,  with  the  affiftance  of  a  certain  number  of 
pcrfons  who  are  called  his  aflefrors,  who  together 
judge  of  all  civil  caufes  in  the  firft  inftance,  but  with 
appeal  to  the  court  of  juftice  of  the  Province.  When 
the  States  are  convoked,  every  Bailie  aflembles  toge- 
ther all  the  perfons  of  what  quality  foever,  who  pof- 
fefs  a  certain  quantity  of  lands  within  his  diftrift  ;  and 
thele  men,  by  mod  voices,  name  the  two  Deputies 
which  each  Baillage  fends  to  the  aflcmbly  of  the 
States. 

This  aflembly,  as  it  reprefents  the  fovereignty  of 
the  Province,  fo  it  difpofes  of  all  vacant  charges, 
chufes  the  nine  Deputies  who  compofe  that  perma- 
nent college  which  is  the  council  of  State  of  the  Pro- 
vince, and  likewife  twelve  Counfellors  (that  is,  three 
for  every  quarter)  who  compofe  the  court  of  juftice 
of  the  Province,  and  judge  of  all  civil  caufes  in  the 
laft  refort,  but  of  all  criminal  from  the  firft  inftance, 
there  being  no  other  criminal  jurifdidlion,  but  this 
only,  through  the  Province  ;  whereas,  in  the  other 
Provinces,  there  is  no  town  jHrhich  has  it  not  with- 
in itfelf ;  and  feveral,  both  Lords,  and  villages, 
have  the  high  and  low  juftice  belonging  to  them. 

In  the  Province  of  Groninguen,  which  is  upon  the 
fame  traft  of  land,  the  eleftions  of.  the  Deputies 
out  of  the  country  are  made  as  in  Friezland,  by 
pcrfons  poffcflfed  of  fet  proportions  of  land  ;  but,  in 

Overyf- 
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Overyflcl,   all  Nobles  who  are  qualified  by  having 
feigneurial  lands,  make  a  part  of  the  States, 

Thefe  three  Provinces,  with  Weftphalia,  and  all 
thofe  countries  between  the  Wezer,  the  Yflel,  and 
the  Rhine,  were  the  feat  of  the  ancient  Frizons,  who, 
under  the  name  of  Saxons  (given  them  from  the  wea- 
pon they  wore,  made  like  a  fcithe,  with  the  edge  out- 
wards, and  called  in  th^ir  language  Seaxes)  were  the 
fierce  conquerors  of  our  Britilh  Ifland,  being  called 
in  upon  the  defertion  of  the  Roman  forces,  and  the 
cruel  incurfions  of  the  Pifts  again  ft  a  people  whofe 
long  wars,  at  firft  with  the  Romans,  and  afterwards 
Servitude  under  them,  had  exhaufted  all  the  braveft 
blood  of  their  nation,  either  in  their  own,  or  their 
matters,  fucceeding  quarrels,  and  deprefled  the  hearts 
and  courages  of  the  reft. 

The  Biftiop  of  Munfter,  whofe  territories  lie  in  this 
trail  of  land,  gave  me  the  firft  certain  evidences  of 
thofe  being  the  feats  of  our  ancient  Saxons,  which 
have  fince  been  confirmed  to  me  by  many  things  I 
have  obferved  in  reading  the  ftories  of  thofe  times, 
and  by  what  has  been  affirmed  to  me  upon  enquiry  of 
the  Frizons  old  language  having  ftill  fo  great  affinity 
with  our  old  Englifti,  as  to  appear  eafily  to  have 
been  the  fame ;  moft  of  their  words  ftill  retaining  the 
lame  fignification  and  found,  very  different  from  the 
language  of  the  Hollanders.  This  is  the  moft  re- 
markable in  a  little  town  called  Malcuera  upon  the 
Zudder  fea,  in  Friezland,  which  is  ftill  built  after 
the  faihion  of  the  old^Jerman  villages,  defcribed  by 
Tacitus  ;  without  any  ufe  or  obfervation  of  lines  or 
angles,  but  as  if  every  man  had  built  in  a  common 
field,  juft  where  he  had  a  mind,  fo  as  a  ftranger,  wh^n 
he  goes  in,  muft  have  a  guide  to  find  the  way  out 
again.  *   ' 

Upon  thefe  informations  and  remarks,  and  the  par* 
ticular  account  afterwards  given  me  of  the  conftitu- 

K  4  tiona 
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tlons  of  the  Province  of  Friczland,  fo  diflferent  from 
the  others  \  I  began  to  make  reflexions  upon  them  as 
the  likelied:  originals  of  many  ancient  conftitutions  a- 
mong  us,  of  which  no  others  can  be  found,  and  which 
may  Item  to  have  been  introduced  by  the  Saxons  here, 
and  by  their  long  and  abfolute  pofleffion  of  that  part 
of  the  ifle,  called  England,  to  have  been  fo  planted 
dnd  rooted  among  us,  as  to  have  waded  fate,  in  a 
great  meafure,  through  the  fucceeding  inundations 
and  conqucfts  of  the  DaniQi  and  Norman  nations. 
And,  perhaps,  there  may  be  much  matter  found  for 
the  curious  remarks  of  fome  diligent  and  ftudious  an- 
tiquaries, in  the  comparifons  of  the  Bailli  or  Greet- 
man  among  the  Frizons,  with  our  Sheriff :  of  their 
Afleflbrs,  with  our  Juftices  of  the  peace:  of  their 
judging  civil  caufes  in  their  diftridV,  upon  the  firft 
rcfort,  but  not  without  appeal,  with  the  courfe  of 
our  Quarter- SefTions  :  of  their  chief  judicature,  be- 
ing compofed  of  Counfellors  of  four  feveral  quarters, 
with  our  four  circuits.  Of  thcfe  being  the  common 
criminal  judicature  of  the  country  :  of  the  compofi- 
tion  of  their  States,  with  our  Parliament,  at  leaft, 
our  houfe  of  Commons  :  in  the  particulars  of  two 
Deputies  being  chofen  from  each  town,  as  with  us, 
Md  two  from  each  Baillage,  as  from  each  county 
here  :  and  thefe  laft  by  voices  of  all  perfons  pof- 
feflcd  of  t  certain  quantity  of  land,  and  at  a  meeting 
allembled  by  the  Grcetman  to  that  purpofe :  and 
thefe  Deputies  having  power  to  refolve  erf  all  mat- 
ters without  refort  to  thofe  that  chufe  them,  or 
knowledge  of  their  intentions  •,  Which  are  all  circum- 
ftances  agreeing  with  our  conftitutions,  butabfolute- 
\f  differing  from  thofe  of  the  other  Provinces  in  the 
United  States,  and  from  the  compofition,  I  think, 
of  the  States,  either  now,  or  formerly,  ufed  in  the 
other  nations  of  Europe. 

To 
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To  this  original,  I  fuppofe,  we  likewife  owe  whit 
I  have  often  wondered  ac,  that  In  England  we  neither 
iee,  nor  find  upon  record,  any  Lord,  or  lordfhip  that 
pretends  to  have  the  escercife  of  judicature  belonging 
to  it,  either  that  which  is  called  high  or  low  ju&cc» 
which  feems  to  be  a  badge  of  ibme  ancient  fovereign- 
tf  :  though  we  fee  them  very  frequent  among  our 
neighbours,  both  under  more  arUtrary  monarchies9 
and  under  the  moft  free  and  popular  States. 

CHAP.    III. 
Of  their  Jituation. 

Holland,  Zealand,  Friezland,  and  Groninguoi 
are  feated  upon  the  iea,  and  make  the  ftrength 
and  grcatncfs  of  this  State :  the  other  three,  with  the . 
conquered  towns  in  Brabant,  Flanders,  and  Cleve» 
make  only  the  outworks  or  frontiers,  ferving  chiefly 
for  fafety  and  defence  of  thefe.  No  man  can  tell  the 
ftrange  and  mighty  changes,  that  may  have  been  made 
in  the  face  and  bounds  of  maritime  countnes,  at  one 
time  or  other,  by  furious  inundations,  up:n  the  un- 
ufual  concurrence  of  land-floods,  winds,  and  tkles  1 
and  tliercfore  no  man  knows,  whether  tie  Province 
of  Holland  may  not  have  been,  in  fome  paft  ages,  all 
wood,  and  rough  unequal  ground,  as  fome  old  tra* 
ditions  go  \  and  levelled  to  what  we  fee,  by  the  iea*s 
breaking  in,  and  continuing  long  upon  the  land« 
fince  recovered  by  its  recefs,  and  with  the  help  of 
induftry.  For  it  is  evident,  that  the  fea,  for  fome 
ipace  of  years,  advances  continually  upon  one  coaft^ 
retiring  irom  the  oppofite  ;  and,  in  another  age, 
quite  changes  this  courfe,  yielding  up  what  it  had 
feized,  and  feizing  what  it  had  yielded  up,  without 
any  reafon  to  be  given  of  fuch  contrary  motions. 
But,  I  fuppoTe,  this  great  change  was  made  in  Hoi* 

land. 
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land,  when  the  fca  firft  parted  England  from  the 
continent,  breaking  through  a  neck  of  land  between 
Dover  and  Calais  5  which  may  be  a  tale,  but  I  am 
fure  is  no  record.  It  is  certain,  on  the  contrary, 
that  fixteen  hundred  years  ago  there  was  no  ufual 
mention  or  memory  of  any  fuch  changes  ;  and  that 
the  face  of  all  thefe  coafts,  and  nature  of  the  foil,  e- 
fpecially  that  of  Holland,  was  much  as  it  is  now ; 
allowing  only  the  improvements  of  riches,  time,  and 
induftry ;  which  appears  by  the  defcription  made  in 
Tacitus  *,  both  of  the  limits  of  the  ifle  of  Batavia, 
and  the  nature  of  the  foil,  as  well  as  the  climate,  with 
the  very  names  and  courfe  of  rivers,  ftill  remaining. 

It  is  likely,  the  changes  arrived  fince  that  age  in 
thefe  countries  may  have  been  made  by  ftoppages 
grown  in  time  with  the  rolling  of  fands  upon  the 
mouths  of  three  great  rivers,  which  difembogued  in- 
to the  fea  through  the  coafts  of  thefe  Provinces  ;  that 
is,  the  Rhine,  the  Maes,  and  the  Scheld.  The  an- 
cient Rhine  divided,  where  Skenckfconce  now  ftands, 
into  two  rivers  ;  of  which,  one  kept  the  name,  till, 
running  near  Leyden,  it  fell  into  the  fea  at  Catwick; 
where  are  ftill  feen,  at  low  tides,  the  foundations  of 
an  ancient  Roman  caftle  that  commanded  the  mouth 
of  this  river  :  but  this  is  wholly  ftopped  up,  though 
a  great  canal  ftill  preferves  the  name  of-the  old  Rhine. 
The  Maes,  running  by  Dort  and  Rotterdam,  fell, 
as  it  now  does,  into  the  fea  at  the  Briel,  with  migh- 
ty iffues  of  water  ;  but  the  fands,  gathered  for  three 
or  four  leagues  upon  this  coaft,  make  the  haven  ex- 
treme dangerous,  without  great  fkilljof  pilots,  and 

*  Rhenos — apud  principium  agri  Batavi  velnt  indooi  tmnes  di- 
▼iditur— ad  Gallicam  ripam  latior  €t  placidioV  verfo'  cognomento 
Vahalem  accolae  dicunt,  mox  id  quoqae  vocabulam  matat  Mofa 
flamine,  ejufque  immenfo^ore  enndetn  in  oceanom  efFunditar. 

Cam  interim  flexu  aatamni,  et  crebris  imbribus  fuperfufas  amnis, 
palaflrem  humilemqae  infulam  in  faciem  ftagni  opplevit. 

ufe 
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ufe  of  pilot- boats,  that  come  out  with  every  tide,  t»' 
welcome  and  fecure  the  (hips  bound  for  that  river : 
and  it  is  probable,  that  thefe  fands,  having  obftru&ed 
the  free  courfe  of  the  river,  have  at  times  caufed  or 
increafed  thofe  inundations,  out  of  which  fo  many 
iflands  have  been  recovered,  and  of  which  that  part 
of  the  country  is  fo  much  compofed. 

The  Scheld  feems  to  have  had  its  iflue  by  Walchc- 
rin  in  Zealand,  which  was  an  ifland  in  the  mouth  of 
that  river,  till  the  inundations  of  that,  and  the  Maes, 
feem  to  have  been  joined  together  by  fome  great 
helps  or  irruptions  of  the  fea,  by  which  the  whole 
country  was  overwhelmed,  which  now  makes  that 
inland  fea  that  ferves  for  a  common  paflage  between 
Holland,  Zealand,  Flanders,  and  Brabant :  the  fea, 
for  fome  leagues  from  Zealand,  lies  generally  upon 
fuch  banks  of  fand,  as  it  does  upon  the  mouth  of  the 
Maes,  though  feparated  by  fomething  better  chan^ 
nels  than  are  found  in  the  other. 

That  which  feems  likelieft  to  have  been  the  occa- 
fion  of  flopping  up  wholly  one  of  thefe  rivers,  and 
obflruding  the  others,  is  the  courfe  of  weftcrly  winds 
(which  drive  upon  this  ftiore)  being  fo  much  more 
conftant  and  violent  than  the  Eaft  :  for,  uking  the 
feafons  and  years  one  with  another,  I  fuppofe,  there 
will  be  obferved  three  parts  of  Wefterly  for  one 
Eafterly  wind  :  befides,  that  thefe  generally  attend 
the  calm  frofts  and  fair  weather  -,  and  the  other  flor- 
my  and  foul.  And  I  have  had  occafion  to  make  ex* 
periment  of  the  fands  rifing  and  finking  before  a  ha- 
ven, by  two  fits  of  thefe  contrary  winds,  above  four 
feet.  This,  I  prefume,  is  likewife  the  natural  reafon 
of  fo  many  deep  and  commodious  havens  found  up- 
on all  the  Englifh  fide  of  the  channel,  and  fo  few 
(or  indeed  none)  upon  the  French  and  Dutch  :  an 
advantage  feeming  to  be  given  us  by  nature,  and  ne- 
ver 
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riches.  Much  difcourfe  there  has  been  about  fuch  an 
attempt ;  but  the  city  of  Leyden,  having  no  other 
way  of  refrefhing  their  town,  or  renewing  the  wa- 
ter of  their  canals^  but  from  this  Maer,  will  never 
confent  to  it.  On  the  other  fide,  Amfterdam  will 
ever  oppofe  the  opening  and  cleanfing  of  the  old 
channel  of  the  Rhine,  which,  they  fay,  might  eafily 
be  compaflcd,  and  by  which  the  town  of  Leyden 
would  grow  maritime,  and  fhare  a  great  part  of  the 
trade  now  engroffed  by  Amfterdam.  There  is  in 
North -Holland  an  effay  already  made  at  thepoflibi- 
lity  of  draining  thefe  great  lakes,  by  one  of  about 
two  leagues  broad  having  been  made  firm  land,  with- 
in thefe  forty  years :  this  makes  that  part  of  the 
country  called  the  Bemfter,  being  now  the  richeft 
foil  of  the  Province,  lying  upon  a  dead  flat,  divided 
with  canals,  and  the  ways  through  it  difiinguifhed 
with  ranges  of  trees,  which  make  the  pleafanteft  fum- 
mer  landfcape  of  any  country  I  have  feen  of  that 
fort. 

Another  advantage  of  their  fituation  for  trade  is 
made  by  thofe  two  great  rivers  of  the  Rhine  and 
Maes,  reaching  up,  and  navigable  fo  mighty  a  length, 
into  fo  rich  and  populous  countries  of  the  higher  and 
lower  Germany  -,  which  as  it  brings  down  all  the 
commodities  from  thofe  parts  to  the  magazines  of 
Holland,  that  vent  them  by  their  (hipping  into  all 
parts  of  the  world »  where  the  market  calls  for  them  ; 
fo,  with  fomething  more  labour  and  time,  it  returns 
all  the  merchandizes  of  other  parts  into  thofe  coun- 
tries that  are  feated  upon  thofe  ftreams.  For  their 
commodious  feat,  as  to  the  trade  of  the  Straits,  or 
Baltic,  or  any  parts  of  the  ocean,  I  fee  no  advan- 
tage they  have  of  moft  parts  of  England  -,  and  they 
muft  certainly  yield  to  many  we  poffefs,  if  we  had 
other  equal  circumftances  to  value  them. 

The 


Chap.  III.  Of  their  Jituation.  251 

The  lownefs  and  flatnefa  of  their  lands  makes  in  % 
great  meafure  the  richnefs  of  their  foil,  that  is  eafily 
overflowed  every  winter,  fo  as  the  whole  country,  at 
that  feafon,  feems  to  lie  under  water,  which,  in  fpring, 
is  driven  out  again  by  mills.  But  that  which  mends 
the  earth,  fpoils  the  air,  which  would  be  all  fog  and 
mifl:,  if  it  were  not  cleared  by  the  (harpnefs  of  their 
frofls,  which  never  fail  with  every  Eaft  wind  for  a- 
bout  four  months  of  the  year,  and  are  much  fiercer 
than  in  the  fame  latitude  with  us,  becaufe  that  wind 
comes  to  them  over  a  mighty  length  of  dry  conti- 
nent ;  but  is  moiftened  by  the  vapours,  or  foftencd 
by  the  warmth  of  the  fea*s  motion,  before  it  reaches 
us. 

And  this  is  the  greateft  difadvantage  of  trade  they 
receive  from  their  fituation,  though  neceffary  to  their 
health ;  becaufe  many  times  their  havens  are  all  fhut 
up  for  two  or  three  months  with  ice,  when  ours  are 
open  and  free. 

The  fierce  Iharpnefs  of  thefe  winds  makes  the 
changes  of  their  weather  and  fealons  more  violent  and 
furprifing,  than  in  any  place  I  know  -,  fo  as  a  warm 
faint  air  turns  in  a  night  to  a  iharp  frofl:,  with  the 
wind  coming  into  the  North-Eafl: :  and  the  contrary 
with  another  change  of  wind.  The  fpring  is  much 
ihorter,  and  lefs  agreeable,  than  with  us  *,  the  winter 
much  colder,  and  fome  parts  of  the  fummer  much 
hotter  ;  and  I  have  known,  more  than  once,  the  vi- 
olence of  one  give  way  to  that  of  the  other,  like  the 
cold  fit  of  an  ague  to  the  hot,  without  any  good  tenl- 
per  between. 

The  flatnefs  of  their  land  expofes  it  to  the  danger 
of  the  fea,  and  forces  them  to  infinite  charge  in  the 
continual  fences  and  repairs  of  their  banks  to  oppofc 
it  i  which  employ  yearly  more  men,  than  all  the 
corn  of  the  Province  of  Holland  could  maintain  (as 
one  of  their  chief  Minifters  has  told  me.)  They  have 
3  '  lately 
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lately  found  the  common  fca-wccd  to  be  the  bcft  ma- 
terial for  thefe  digues,  which,  fattened  with  a  thin 
mixture  of  earth,  yields  a  little  to  the  force  of  the  fea, 
and  returns  when  the  waves  give  back :  whether  they 
fxt  thereby  the  fafer  againft  water,  as,  they  fay,  houfes 
that  Ihake  are  againft  wind  \  or  whether,  as  pious 
naturalUts  obferve,  all  things  carry  about  them  that 
which  fcrves  for  a  remedy  againft  the  mifchief  they 
do  in  the  world. 

The  extreme  moifture  of  the  air  I  take  to  be  the 
occafion  of  the  great  neatnefs  of  their  houfcs,  and 
dcanlinefs  in  their  towns.  For  without  the  help  of 
fhofe  cuftoms  their  country  would  not  be  habit- 
able by  fuch  crowds  of  people,  but  the  air  would 
corrupt  upon  every  hot  feafon,  and  expofe  the  inha- 
bitants to  general  and  infeftious  difeafes  ;  which  they 
hardly  efcape  three  fummers  together,  efpecially  a* 
bout  Leyden,  where  the  waters  are  not  fo  eafily  re- 
newed ;  and  for  this  reafon,  I  fuppofe,  it  is,  that  Ley- 
den  is  found  to  be  the  neatell  and  cleanlieft  kept,  of 
all  their  towns. 

The  fame  moifture  of  air  makes  all  metals  apt  to 
raft  and  wood  to  mould ;  which  forces  them,  by  con- 
tinual pains  of  rubbing  and  fcowering,  to  feek  a  pre- 
vention, or  cure :  this  makes  the  brigtunefs  and  clean- 
iieft  that  feems  aSedted  in  their  houfes,  and  is  called 
natural  to  them,  by  people  who  think  no  further.  So 
the  deepnefs  of  their  foil,  and  wetnefs  of  feafons, 
which  would  render  it  unpaflable,  forces  them,  not 
only  to  exadnefs  of  paving  in  their  ftreets,  but 
to  the  expence  of  fo  long  cawfeys  between  many  of 
their  towns,  and  in  their  highways :  as,  indeed,  mod 
iiational  cuftoms  are  the  eftedt  of  fome  unleen  or  un- 
obferved  natural  caufes  or  neceflities. 
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CHAP.    IV. 
Of  tbeir  people  and  dijpofitiom. 

THE  people  of  Holland  may  be  divided  into 
thefe  feveral  clafies :  the  clowns  or  boors  (as 
they  call  them)  who  cultivate  the  land  :  the  mariners 
or  fchippers,  who  fupply  their  Ihips  and  inland- boats : 
the  merchants  or  traders,  who  fill  their  towns  :  the 
Renteeners,  or  men  that  live  in  all  their  chief  cities 
upon  the  rents  or  intereft  of  eftates  formerly  acqui- 
red in  their  families :  and  the  Gentlemen,  and  oiHcers 
of  their  armies. 

The  firft  are  a  race  of  people  diligent  rather  than 
laborious ;  dull  and  flow  of  underftanding,  and  fo 
not  dealt  with  by  hafty  words,  but  managed  eafily 
by  foft  and  fair  \  and  yielding  to  plain  reafon,  if  you 
give  them  time  to  underfland  it.  In  the  country  and 
villages  not  too  near  the  great  towns,  they  feem 
plain  and  honeft,  and  content  with  their  own  5  fo 
that  if,  in  bounty,  you  give  them  a  fliilling  for  what 
is  worth  but  a  groat,  they  will  take  the  current  price» 
and  give  you  the  reft  again  -,  if  you  bid  them  take  it^ 
they  know  not  what  you  mean,  and  fometimes  a(k, 
if  you  are  a  fool.  They  know  no  other  good  but  the 
fupply  of  what  nature  requires,  and  the  common  in- 
creafe  of  wealth.  They  feed  moft  upon  herbs,  roots, 
and  milks ;  and  by  that  means,  I  fuppofe,  neither 
their  ftrength  nor  vigour  feem  anfwerable  to  the  fizc 
or  bulk  of  their  bodies. 

Themariners  are  aplain,  but  much  rougher  people ; 
whether  from  the  element  they  live  in,  or  from  their 
food,  which  is  generally  fifh  and  corn,  and  heartier 
than  that  of  the  boors.  They  are  fgrly  and  ill-man- 
nered, which  is  miftaken  for  pride-,  but,  I  believe,  is 
Jearned,  a$  all  manners  are,   by  the  converfation  we 
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ufe.  Now  theirs  lying  only  among  ont  another,  op 
with  winds  and  waves,  which  are  not  moved  op 
wrought  upon  by  any  language  or  ohfervance,^  or  to 
be  dealt  with,- but  by  pains  and  by  patience-,  thefe  are 
all  the  qualities  their  mariners  have  learned;  their  va«> 
lour  is  paffive  rather  than  active ;  and  their  language: 
is  little  movty  thaa  what  is  of  necefiary  ufe  to  theixr 
buHnefr. 

Tbc'  merchants  and  tradefmen,  both  the  greater 
and  mechanic,  living  in  towns  that  are  of  great  refort,. 
both-  by  ftrangers  and  paffengersi  of  theip  own,  are^ 
more  mercurial  (wit  being  marpened  by  commerce 
and  €onverfatioH  of  cities)  though  they  are  not  very 
inventive,,  which  is- the  gift  of  warmer  heads ;  yet  are 
ri^y  great  in  imitation,  and  fo  fais  many  times,  a^^ 

S pes  beyond  originals :  of  mighty  induftry,  and  con- 
ant  application  co  the  ends  they  propofe  and  purfue* 
*rhey  make  ule  of  their  skill,  and  their  wit,  to  take 
advantage  of  other  men's  ignorance  and  folly  they 
deal  with  •,  are  great  exa6kers,  where  the  law  is  in  their 
own  hands  :  in  other  points,  where  they  deal  with 
ifteri  that  underftand  like  themfelveSy  and  are  under 
the  reach  of  juftice  and  laws,  they  are  the  plaineft  and 
bell  dealers  in  the  world  ;  which  feems  not  to  grow 
fb  much  from  a  principle  of  confcience,  or  morality, 
as  from  a  cuftom  or  habit  introduced  by  the  neceflity 
r/i  trade  among  them,  which  depends  as  much  upon 
common*  hontftv,  as  war  does  upon  difcipline  ;  and 
without  which  all  would  break'  up^  merchants  would 
ftirn  pedlars,  and  foldiers  thieves. 

Thafc  familic9,  which  live  upoiy  their  patrimonial 
cftatfes  m  aW  the  great  cities,  arc  a  people  differently 
^red  and  nnmnered  from  the  traders,  though  like  them 
in  the  modefty  of  garb  and  h^bir,  and  the  parfimony 
of  living.  Their  youth  are  generally  bred  up  atfchoois, 
and  at  the  univerlities  of  Leyden  or  Utrecht,  in  the 
common  (ludies  of  human- learning,  but  chiei^y  of  the 
2  *  *  civil 
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ciril  law,  which  is  that  of  their  cx)untr7,  at  leaft  as^ 
far  as  it  is  fo  in  France  and  Spain.  For  (as  much  a»I 
underftand  of  tfaofe  countries)  no  decifions  or  decrees 
of  the  civil  law,  nor  conftitutions  of  the  Roman  Em- 
perors, have  the  force  or  current  of  law  among  them, 
as  is  commonly  believed,  but  only  the  force  ot  reafons 
when  alledged  before  their  courts  of  judicature,  as  far 
as  the  authority  of  men  eftcemcd  wife  pafles  for  rca- 
fon  :  but  the  ancient  cuftoms  of  thofe  feveral  coun- 
tries, and  the  ordonnances  of  their  Kings  and  Princes, 
confented  to  by  the  Eftates,  or  in  France  verified  by 
Parliaments,  have  only  the  ftrength  and  authority  of 
law  among  them. 

Where  thefe  families  are  rich,  their  youths^  after 
the  courfe  of  their  ftudies  at  home,  travel  forfomc 
years,  as  the  fons  of  our  gentry  ufe  to  do  •,  but  their 
•journies  are  chieBy  into  England  anH  France,  not 
much  into  Italy,  feldomer  into  Spain,  nor  often  into 
the  more  northern  countries,  unlcfs  in  company  or 
train  of  their  public  Miniftcrs.  The  chief  end  of  thdr 
breeding  is,  to  make  them  fit  for  the  fervice  of  their 
country  in  the  magiftracy  of  their  towns,  their  Pro- 
vinces, and  their  State.  And  of  thefe  kind  of  men 
are  the  civil  officers  of  this  government  generally  com« 
pofed,  being  defcended  ot  families  who  have  many 
times  been  conftantly  in  the  magiftracy  of  their  na- 
tive towns  for  many  years,  and  fome  for  feveral  ages. 

Such  were  moft  or  all  of  the  chief  Minifters,  and 
theperfons  that  compofed  their  chief  councils,  in  the 
time  of  my  refidence  among  them ;  and  not  men  of 
mczn  oi^  mechanic  trades,  as  it  is  commonly  received 
among  foreigners,  and  makes  the  fubjeft  of  comical 
jefts  upon  their  government.  This  does  not  exclude 
many  merchants,  or  traders  in  grofs,  from  being  of- 
ten feen  in  the  offices  of  their  cities,  and  fometimes 
deputed  to  their  States;  nor  feveral  of  their  States 
from  turning  their  (locks  in  the  management^ot  fome 
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very  beneficial  trade  by  iervants,  and  houfes  main*- 
uined  to  that  purpofe.  But  the  generality  of  the  States 
and  Magiftratcs  are  of  the  other  fort ;  their  eftates 
confifting  in  the  penfions  of  their  public  charges,  ii> 
the  rents  of  lands,  or  intereft  of  money  upon  the 
Cantores,  or  in  a^tionfr  of  the  Eaft-India  company,, 
or  in  fhapca  upoa  due  adventures  of  great  trading  mer-' 
chants.^ 

Nor  do  thcfe  families,  habituated  as  it  were  to  the" 
magiftracy  of  their  towns  and  provinces,  ufually  ar- 
rive at  great  or  exceffive  riches  -,  the  falaries  of  pub- 
lic employments  and  intereft  being  low,  but  the  re- 
venue of  lands  being  yet  very  much  lower,  and  fel- 
dom  exceeding  theprofit  of  two  in  the  hundred.  They 
content  themfeWes  with  xh^  honour  of  being  ufefi^* 
to  the  public,  wkh-the  cfteera-of  their  cities  er  rfiein 
country,  and  wkh  the  eafe  of  their  fortunes  ;  which 
feldom  fails,  by  the  frugality  of  their  living,  grown 
univerfal  by  being  (I  fuppofe)  a&  firft  ncceffary,-  but 
fince  honourable,  among  them. 

The  mighty  growth  and  excefs  of  riches  is  feen  a- 
mong  the  merchants*  and  traders,  whofe  application 
lies  wholly  that  way,  and  whoare  the  better  content 
to  have  fo  little  (hare  \n  the  government,  dcfiringonly 
fecurity  in  what  they  poflels ;  troubled  with  no  cares 
but  thofe  of  their  fortunes,  and  the  management  of 
their  trades,  and  turning  the  reft  of  their  time  and 
thought  to  the  divertifement  of  their  lives.  Yet  thefc, 
whei^  they  attain  great  wealth,  chufc  to  breed  up* 
rheir  fonsin  the  way,  and  marry  their  daughters  in- 
to the  families,;  of  thofe  others  moft  generally  credi- 
ted in  thein  towns,  and  verfed  in  their  magiftracies  ; 
and  thereby  introduce  their  families  into  the  way  of 
government  aad  honour,  which  confifts  not  here  iiv 
titles,  but  in  public  employments. 

The  nexc  rank  among  them  is  that  of  their  Gen- 
tlemen or  Nobles,  who,,  in  the  Province  of  Holland 
2      '  cj^ 
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"(to  which  I  chiefly  confine  thcfe  obfervations)  are  ve- 
ry few,  moft  of  the  families  having  been  extinguilh- 
xd  in  the  long  wars  with  Spain.  But  thofe  that  re- 
Tnain,  are  in  a  manner  all  employed  in  the  military 
X)r  civil  charges  of  the  Province  or  State.  Thefe  arc, 
in  their  cuftoms,  and  manners,  and  way  of  living,  a 
good  deal  different  from  the  reft  of  the  people ;  and, 
having  been  bred -much  abroad,  Tatheraffeft  the  garb 
x)f  their  neighbour- courts,  than  -the  popular  air  of 
^heir  own  country.  They  value  themfclves  more  up- 
•on  their  Nobility,  than  men  do  in  other  countries, 
-where  it  is  more  common  ;  and  would  think  them- 
felves  utterly  dilhonoured  by  the  marriage  of  one  that 
was  not  of  their  rank,  though  it  were  to  make  up 
the  broken  fortune  of  a  noble  family  by  the  wealth 
of  a  Plebeian.  They  ftrive  to  imitate  the  French  in 
their  mien,  their  cloaths,  their  way  of  talk,  of  eating, 
•of  gallantly  or  debauchery  -;  and  are,  in  my  mind, 
fomething  worfe  than  they  would  be,  cby  .afifefting  to 
•be  better  than  they  need  -,  making  fometiines  but  iH 
copies,  whereas  they  tnight  be  good  originals,  45yTe- 
*fining  or  improving  the  cufton>s  or  virtues  proper  to 
their  own  country  and  <:lima!te.  They  are  otherwife 
an  honeft,  well-natured,  ^friendly,  and  gentlemanly 
fort  of  men,  and  acquit  themfelves  generally  with  ho- 
idour  and  merit,  where  their  country  employs  them. 
The  officers  of  their  armies  live  after  the  cuftom« 
:and  fafhions  of  the  gentlemen  ^  and  fo  do  many  foRS 
of  thc-rich  merchants,  who,  returning  from  travel  a- 
■broad,  have  more  defigns  upon  their  own  pleafure, 
\Mid  the'  vanity  of  appearing,  than  upon  the  fervice  of 
their  country  :  or,  if  they  pretend  to  enter  into  that^ 
it  is  rather  by  the  army  than  the  State.  And  all  thefe 
are  generally  defirous  to  fee  a  court  in  their  country, 
that  they  may  value  themfelves  at  home,  by  the  qua- 
lities they  have  learned  abroad ;  and  make  a  figure 
vhich  agrees  better  wkh  their  own.  humour,  and  the 
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manner  of  courts^  than  with  the  caftoms  and  orders 
that  prevail  in  more  popular  governments. 

There  are  fome  cuftoms,  or  difpofitions,  that  feem 
to  run  generally  throu^h^U  thefc  degrees  of  men  a- 
mongthem^  as  great  frugality,  and  order,  in  their 
cxpences.  Their  common  riches  lie  in  every  man's 
having  more  than  he  fpends  \  or,  to  fay  it  more  pro- 
perlv,  in  every  man's  {pending  lefs  than  he  has  coming 
in,  be  that  what  it  will :  nor  does  it  enter  into  men's 
heads  among  them,  that  the  common  port  or  courfe 
of  expence  fhould  equal  the  revenue;  and,  when  this 
happens,  they  think  at  leaft  they  have  lived  that  year 
to  no  purpofe ;  and  the  train  of  it  difcredits  a  man 
among  them,  as  much  as  any  vicious  or  prodigal  ex- 
travagance does  in  other  countries.  This  enables 
every  man  to  bear  their  extreme  taxes,  and  makes 
them  lefs  fenfible  than  they  would  be  in  other  places  -, 
for  he  that  lives  upon  two  parts  in  five  of  what  he 
has  coming  in,  if  he  pays  two  more  to  the  State,  he 
does  but  part  with  what  he  ihould  have  laid  up,  and 
had  no  prefent  ufe  for;  whereas  he  that  fpends  year- 
ly what  he  receives,  if  he  pays  but  the  fiftieth  part  to 
the  public,  it  goes  from  him,  like  that  which  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  buy  bread  or  cloaths  for  himfelf  or  his  fa- 
mily. 

This  makes  the  beauty  and  ftrength  of  their  towns, 
the  commodioufnefs  of  travelling  in  their  country  by 
their  canals,  bridges,  and  cawfeys  ;  the  pleafantnefs 
of  their  walks,  and  their  grafts  in  and  near  all  their 
cities  :  and,  in  Ihort,  the  beauty,  convenience,  and 
fometimes  magnificence,  of  all  public  works,  to 
which  every  man  pays  as  willingly,  and  takes  as  much 
pleafure  and  vanity  in  them,  as  thofe  of  other  coun- 
tries do  in  the  fame  circUmftances,  among  the  poflfef- 
fions  of  their  families,  or  private  inheritance.  What 
they  can  fpare,  befides  the  neceflary  expence  of  their 
domeftique,  the  public  payments,  and  the  common 
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«courfe  of  ftill  increafing their  ftock,  is  laid  out iathc 
•fabric,  adornment,  or  kirnitureof  their  houfes,  things 
not  fo  tranfitory,  or  fo  prejudicial  to  health  and  to 
^Dufineist  as  the  conltant  exceiTes  and  luxury  of  ta- 
bles i  nor  perhjjis  altogether  lb  vain  as  the  extrava- 
gant ^xpences  of  cloaths  and  attendance  4  at  leaft^ 
thefe  end  ^wholly  in  a  man's  felf,  and  the  fatisfaftion 
<if  his  perfona]  .humour ;  whereas  the  ocher  make  not 
only  iht  riches  of  a  family,  but  contribute  much  to- 
-wards  the  public  beauty  and  honour  of  a  country. 

The  order,  in  calling  up  their  expences,  is  fo  great 
and  general,  that  no  man  offers  at  any  undertaking 
which  he  is  not  prepared  for,  and  mailer  of  his  de- 
/ign.,  beibre  be  .begins  ^  fo  as  I  have  neither  obferved 
-nor  heard  of  any  building,  public  or  private,  that  has 
Jiot  been  finifhed  in  the  time  defigned  ibr  it.  So  arc 
their  canals,  cawfeys,  and  bridges  j  io  was  their  way 
from  the  Hague  to  Skcveling,  a  work  that  might 
iiave  become  the-old  Romans,  confidering  how  foon 
it  was  diipatched.  The  houfe  at  the  Hague,  built 
purpofcly  for  calling  of  cannon^  was  finifhed  in  one 
fummer,  during  the  heat  of  the  firft  Englilh  war,  and 
iooked  rather  like  a  defign  of  vanity  in  their  govern- 
ment, than  neceflity  or  ufe.  The  ftadthoufe  of  Am- 
Aerdam  has  been  left  purpofely  to  time,  without  any 
iimitation  in  the  firft  defign,  either -of  that,  or  of  ex* 
pence  ;  beth  that  the  diligence  and  the  genius  of  fo 
many  fucceeding  Magiftrates  fbould  be  employed 
in  the  colkdion  of  all  things,  that  could  be  efteem* 
-ed  proper  to  increafe  the  beauty  or  magnificence  of 
that  ftrudlure ;  and,  perhaps,  a  little  to  reprieve  the 
experiment  of  a  current  prediction.  That  the  trade 
of  that  city  Ihould  begin  to  fall,  xhe  fame  year  the 
ftadthoufe  fhould  be  finifhed,  as  it-di^  at  Antwerp. 

Charity  feems  to  be  very  national  among  them, 
diough  it  be  regulated  iby^of^rs  of  the  country,  and 
tiot  ufually  moved  by  the  common  objefts  of'^com- 
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pafllon.  But  it  is  feen  in  the  admirable  provifions 
that  are  made  out  of  it  for  all  forts  of  perfons  that 
tan  want,  or  ought  to  be  kept  in  a  government.  A- 
jnong  the  many  and  various  hofpitals,  that  are  in  e- 
very  man's  curiofity  and  talk  that  travels  their  coun- 
try, I  was  afiefted  with  none  more  than  that  of  the  aged 
feamen  at  Enchuyfen,  which  is  contrived,  finifticd, 
and  ordered,  as  ir  it  were  done  with  a  kind  intention 
of  fome  well-natured  man,  that  thofe,  who  had  paflcd 
their  whole  lives  in  the  hardfhips  and  incommoditics 
of  the  fea,  fhould  find  a  retreat  ftored  with  all  the 
eafes  and  conveniences,  that  old  age  is  capable  of 
feeling  and  enjoying.  And  here  I  met  with  the  only 
rich  man,  that  ever  I  faw  in  my  life  :  for  one  of  thefc 
6ld  feamen  entertaining  me  a  good  while  with  the 
plain  (lories  of  his  fifty  years  voyages  and  adventures, 
while  I  was  viewing  their  hofpital,  and  the  church  ad- 
joining ;  I  gave  him,  at  parting,  a  piece  of  their  coin 
about  the  value  of  a  crown  :  he  took  it  fmiling,  and 
offered  it  me  again  -,  but,  when  I  refufed  it,  he  asked 
me,  What  he  Ihould  do  with  money  ?  for  all,  that 
ever  they  wanted,  was  provided  for  them  at  their 
houfe.  I  left  him  to  overcome  his  modefty  as  he 
could ;  but  a  fervant,  coming  after  me,  faw  him  give 
It  to  a  little  girl  that  opened  the  church-door,  as  fhe 
palled  by  him  :  which  made  me  refledt  upon  the  fan- 
taftic  calculation  of  riches  and  poverty  that  is  current 
in  the  world,  by  which  a  man,  that  wants  a  million, 
is  a  Prince  ;  he,  that  wants  but  a  groat,  is  a  beggar  •, 
and  this  was  a  poor  man,  that  wanted  nothing  at  all. 
In  genera],  all  appetites  and  pafiions  feem  to  run 
lower  and  cooler  here,  than  in  other  countries  where 
I  have  convcrfed.  Avarice  may  be  excepted.  And 
yet  that  (hall  not  be  fo  violent,  where  it  feeds  only 
upon  ioduftry  and  parfimony,  as  where  it  breaks  out 
into  fraud,  rapine,  and  oppreflion.  But  quarrels  are 
fcldom  feen  among  them,  unlels  in  their  drink,  re- 
venge 
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vcngp  rarely  heard  of,  or  jcaloufy  known.  Their  tem- 
pers are  not  airy  enough  for  joy,  or  any  unufual 
ftrains  of  pleafanc  humour,  nor  warm  enough  for 
love.  This  is  talked  of  fometimes  among  the  younger 
men,  but  as  a  thing  they  have  heard  of,  rather  than 
felt ;  and  as  a  difcourfe  that  becomes  them,  rather 
than  afFefts  them.  I  have  known  fomc  among  them, 
that  perfonated  lovers  well  enough  ;  but  none  that  I 
ever  thought  were  at  heart  in  love  -,  nor  any  of  the 
women,  that  feemed  at  all  to  care  whether  they  were 
fo  or  no.  Whether  it  be,  that  they  are  fuch  lovers 
of  their  Uberty,  as  not  to  bear  the  iervitude  of  a  mi- 
ftrefs,  any  more  than  that  of  a  mafter  -,  or,  that  the 
dulnefs  of  their  air  renders  them  Icfs  fufceptible  of 
more  refined  paffions  •,  or,  that  they  are  diverted  from 
it  by  the  general  intention  every  man  has  upon  his 
bufinefs,  whatever  it  is  (nothing  being  fo  mortal  an 
enemy  of  love,  that  fuffcrs  no  rival,  as  any  bent  of 
thought  another  way.) 

The  fame  caufes  may  have  had  the  fame  effefts  a- 
mong  their  married  women,  who  have  the  whole  care 
and  abfolute  management  of  all  their  domeftique  ; 
and  live  with  very  general  good  fame:  a  certain  fort 
of  chaftity  being  hereditary  and  habitual  among  them, 
as  probity  among  the  men. 

The  fame  dulnefs  of  air  may  difpofe  them  to  that 
ftrange  afliduity  and  conftant  application  of  their 
minds,  with  that  perpetual  ftudy  and  labour  upon  a- 
ny  thing  they  delign  and  take  in  hand.  This  gives 
them  patience  topurfue  the  queft  of  riches  by  fo  long 
voyages  and  adventures  to  the  Indies,  and  by  fo  long 
parfimony  as  that  of  their  whole  lives.  Nay,  I  have 
(for  a  more  particular  example  of  this  difpolition  a- 
mong  them)  known  one  man  that  employed  four 
and  twenty  years  about  the  making  and  perfefting 
of  a  globe,  and  another  above  thirty  about  the  in- 
laying of  a  table.    Nor  docs  any  man  know,  how 

much 
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much  may  have  been  contributed  towards  the  great 
things  in  all  kinds,  both  public  and  private^  that  have 
been  atchieved  among  them,  by  this  one  humour  of 
never  giving  over  what  they  imagine  may  be  brought 
to  paf$,  nor  leaving  one  fcent  to  follow  another  they 
meet  with ;  which  is  the  property  of  the  lighter  and 
more  ingeniousrn'ations :  and  the  humour  of  a  govern- 
ment being  uuiaily  the  fame  with  that  of  the  perfons 
that  compofe  it,  not  only  in  this,  but  in  all  other 
points  5  fo  as,  where  men  that  govern  are  wife,  good, 
fteady,  and  juft,  the  government  will  appear  fo  too  5 
and  the  contrary,  where  they  are  otherwiic. 

The  f^me  qualities  in  their  air  may  incline  them 
to  the  entertainments  and  cuftoms  of  drinking,  which 
are  fo  much  laid  to  their  charge,  and,  for  aught  I 
know,  may  not  only  be  nccellary  to  their  health  (as 
they  generally  believe  it)  but  to  the  vigour  and  im- 
provement of  their  undcrftandings,  in  the  midftof  a 
thick  foggy  air,  and  fo  much  coldnefs  of  temper  and 
complexion.  For  though  the  ufe  or  excefs  of  drixik- 
ing  may  deftroy  men's  abilities  who  live  in  better  cli- 
mates, and  are  of  warmer  conftitutions  •,  wine  to  hot 
brains  being  like  oil  to  fire,  and  making  the  fpirits, 
by  too  much  lightnefs,  evaporate  into  Imoke,  and 
perfeft  airy  imaginations  •,  or,  by  too  much  heat, 
rage  into  frenzy,  or  at  leaft  into  humours  and 
thoughts  that  have  a  great  mixture  of  itj  yet,  on  the 
ether  fide,  it  may  improve  men's  parts  and  abilities 
of  cold  complexions,  and  in  dull  air ;  and  may  be 
neceflary  to  thaw  and  move  tl>e  frozen  and  unaftivc 
fpirits  of  the  brain  •,  to  rouk  flcepy  thought,  and  re- 
tine  grofler  imaginations,  and  perhaps  to  animate  the 
ipirits  of  the  heart,  as  well  as  enliven  thofe  of  the 
brain  :  therefore  the  old  Germans  feemed  to  have 
fome  realbn  in  their  cuftom,  not  to  execute  any  great 
jcfolutions  which  had  not  been  twice  debated  and  a- 
greed  at  two  fevcral  aflemblies,  one  in  an  afternoon, 
and  the  other  in  a  morning  j  becaufe,  they  thought, 
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their  counfcls  might  want  vigour  when  they  were  fo- 
ber,  as  well  as  caution  when  they  had  drunk. 

Yet,  in  Holland,  I  have  obferved  very  few  of  their 
chief  officers  or  Minifters  of  State  vicious  in  this 
kind  ;  or,  if  they  drank  much,  it  was  at  fet  feafb» 
and  rather  to  acquit  themfelves,  than  of  choice  or  in- 
clination :  and  for  the  merchants  and  traders,  with 
whom  it  is  cuftomary,  they  never  do  it  in  a  morn- 
ing, nor  till  they  come  from  the  Exchange,  where 
the  bufmefs  of  the  day  is  commonly  difpatched  i 
nay,  it  hardly  enters  into  their  heads,  that  it  is  law* 
ful  to  drink  at  all  before  that  time  5  but  they  will 
excufe  it,  if  you  come  to  their  houfe,  and  tell  you, 
how  forry  they  are  you  come  in  a  morning,  when 
they  cannot  offer  you  to  drink  ;  as  if  at  that  time  of 
day  it  were  not  only  unlawful  for  them  to  drink  them* 
felves,  but  fo  much  ^s  for  a  flranger  to  do  it  within 
their  walls. 

The  afternoon,  or,  at  lead,  the  evening,  is  given 
to  whatever  they  find  will  divert  them  -,  and  is  nO 
more  than  needs,  confidering  how  they  fpend  the  reft 
of  the  day,  in  thought,  or  in  cares  ;  in  toils,  or  ia 
bufinefs.  For  nature  cannot  hold  out  with  conftant 
labour  of  body,  and  as  little  with  conftant  bent 
or  application  of  mind  :  much  motion  of  the  fame 
parts  of  the  brain  either  wearies  and  waftes  them  too 
faft  for  repair,  or  elfe  (as  it  were)  fires  the  wheels, 
and  fo  ends  either  in  general  decays  of  the  body,  or 
diftraftions  of  the  mind  (for  thefe  are  ulually  occa* 
(ioned  by  perpetual  motions  of  thought  about  fome 
one  objed  -,  whether  it  be  about  one*s  felf  in  exceiles 
of  pride,  or  about  another  in  thofe  of  love,  or  of 
grief.)  Therefore  none  are  fo  excufable  as  men  of 
much  care  and  thought,  or  of  great  bufinefs,  for 
giving  up  their  times  of  leifure  to  any  pleafures  or 
diverfions  that  ofifend  no  laws,  nor  hurt  others  or 
themfelves  :  and  this  feems  the  reafon,  that,  in  all 
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civil  conftitutions,  not  onhr  honours,  but  riches,  are 
<innexed  to  the  charges  of  thofe  who  govern,  and 
upon  whom  the  public  cares  are  meant  to  be  devolv- 
ed i  not  only,  that  they  may  not  be  diftraded  from 
thefe,  by  the  cares  of  their  own  domeftic  or  private 
interefts  •,  but  that,  by  the  help  of  efteem,  and  of 
riches,  they  may  have  thofe  pleafures  and  diverfions 
in  their  reach,  which  idle  men  neither  need  nor  de- 
ferve,  but  which  are  neceffary  for  their  refrefhmcnt, 
or  repair  of  fpirits  exhaufted  with  cares  and  with 
toil,  and  which  ferve  to  fweeten  and  prcferve  thofe 
lives  that  would  dtherwrfe  wear  out  too  faft,  or  grow 
too  uneafy  m  the  fervice  of  the  public. 

The  two  characters  that  are  left  by  the  old  Romaa 
writers,  of  the  ancient  Batavi  ♦  or  Hollanders,  are, 
that  they  were  both  the  braved  among  the  German 
nations,  and  the  moft  obftinate  lovers  and  defenders 
of  their  liberties ;  which  made  them  exempted  from 
all  tribute  by  the  Romans,  who  dcfired  only  foldiers 
of  their  nation,  to  make  up  fome  of  their  auxiliary 
bands,  as  they  did  in  former  ages  of  thofe  nations 
in  Italy  that  were  their  friends  and  allies.  The  laft 
difpofition  feems  to  have  continued  conftant  and  na- 
tional among  them,  ever  fince  that  time,  and  never  to 
have  more  appeared,  than  in  the  rife  and  conftirutions 
of  their  prefent  State.  It  does  not  feem  to  be  fo  of 
the  firft,  or  that  the  people  in  geng-al  can  be  faid 
now  to  be  valiant-,  a  quality,  ot  old,  fo  national  a- 
mong  them,  and  which,  by  the  feveral  wars  of  the 
Counts  of  Holland  (efpecially  with  thcFrizons)  and 
by  the  defperate  defences  made  againft  the  Spaniards, 
by  tliis  people,  in  the  beginnings  of  their   State, 

•  Qacruntor  (Fabii  Valcatis)  IceioncF,  arbari  fe  fo rtcGitnoTom 
▼Irorum  auxilio,  reteres  illos  et  tot  Aelloruxn  jiQ^ores  tian  abiuin* 
pendoi  ut  corpori  validiffimos  artus.     Tacit.  hiil« 

O.Tintum  harucn  gentium  virtute  p     'ipui  ftatati  ii«3i 
ripa  fed  infulam  Rheni  amm:  colotti.     *4Ct  t  .  de  fn;ij 
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iko^d  {ceni  to  have  lafted  long,  and  to  have  but  late-* 
ly  decayed  :  that  is,  fince  th^  whole  application  of 
their  natives  has  been  turned  to  commerce  and  trade, 
and  the  vein  of  their  domeftic  lives  fo'much  to  par- 
fimony  (by  circumflances  which  will  be  the  fubjcft  of 
another  chapter;)  andfince  the  main  of  all  their  forces, 
and  body  or  their  army  hai  been  com{)oied,  and  con- 
tinually fuppiied  out  of  their  neighbour-nations. 

For  foldiers  and  merchants  are  not  found,  by  expe- 
rience, to  be  more  incompatible  in^heir  abode,  than 
the  difpofitions  and  cuftoms  feem  to  be  different,  that 
render  a  people  fit  for  trade,  and  for  war.  The  foldier 
thinks  of  a  fhort  life,  and  a  merry.  The  trader  reckons 
upon  a  long,  and  a  painful.  One  intends  to  make 
his  fortunes  fuddenly  by  his  courage,  by  viftory  and 
fpoil  :  the  other  flower,  but  furer,  by  craft,  by 
treaty,  and  by  induftry.  This  makes  the  firft  frank 
and  generous,  and  throw  away  upon  his  plcafurcs 
what  has  been  gotten  in  one  danger,  and  may  either 
be  loft,  or  repaired,  in  the  next  :  the  other,  wary  and 
frugal,  and  loth  to  part  with,  in  a  day,  what  he  has 
been  labouring  for  a  year,  and  has  no  hopes  to  reco« 
ver,  but  by  the  fame  paces  of  di%ence  and  time.  One 
aims  only  to  prefcrve  what  he  has,  as  the  fruit  of  his 
father's  p^ns  ;  or  what  he  (hall  get^  as  the  fruit  of  his 
own :  t'other  thinks  the  price  ota  little  blood  is  more 
than  of  a  great  deal  of  fweat,  and  means  to  live  up- 
on other  men's  labours,  andpof&fs,  in  an  hour,  what 
they  have  been  years  in  acquiring :  this  makes  one 
love  to  live  under  ftanch  orders,  and  laws ;  while 
t'other  wouk!  have  all  depend  upon  arbitrary  power 
and  will.  The  trader  reckons  upon  growing  richer, 
tnd  by  his  account  better,  the  longer  he  lives ;  which 
rn^kcj:)  Liu.  L^.  lui  oi  his  health,  and  his  life,  and  fo 
apt  to  be  ord  ly  and  temperate  in  his  diet ;  while  the 
^ilJcG,  or  prodigal  of  both  ;  and  ha- 
V  at  hours,  or  when  he  has  a 

mind 
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mind  to  it,  cats  fiill  and  greedily  whenever  he  gets  to 
it ;  and  perhaps  difference  of  diet  may  make  greater 
difference  in  men's  natural  courage»  than  is  com- 
monly thought  of. 

For  courage  may  proceed,  in  fome  meafure,  from 
the  temper  of  air,  may  be  formed  by  difcipline,  and 
acquired  by  ufe,  or  infufed  by  opinion ;  but  that  which 
is  more  natural,  and  fo  more  national  in  fome  coun- 
tries than  in  odiers,  feems  to  arife  from  the  heat  or 
ftrength  of  fpirits  about  the  heart,  which  may  a  great 
deal  depend  upon  the  meafures  and  the  fubflance  of 
the  food  men  are  ufed  to.  This  made  a  great  phy- 
fician  among  us  fay,  he  would  make  any  man  a  cow- 
ard with  fix  weeks  dieting  ;  and  Prince  Maurice  of 
Orange  call  for  the  Englifli  that  were  newly  come 
over,  and  had  (as  he  faid;  their  own  beef  in  their 
bellies,  for  any  bold  and  defperate  aciion.  This  may 
be  one  rcafon,  why  the  gentry,  in  all  places  of  the 
world,  are  braver  than  the  peafantry,  whofe  hearts  arc 
deprefled,  not  only  by  flavery,  but  by  (hort  and  heart- 
kfe  food,  the  eftect  of  their  poverty.  This  is  a  caufe, 
why  the  yeomanry  and  commonalty  of  England  are 
generally  braver  than  in  other  countries,  bccaufe  by 
the  plenty  and  conftitutions  of  the  kingdom  they  arc 
fo  much  eafier  in  their  rents  and  their  taxes,  and  fare 
fo  much  better  and  fuller  than  thofe  of  their  rank  in 
any  other  nation.  Their  chief,  and,  indeed,  conftant 
food,  being  of  fiefh  :  and  among  all  creatures,  both 
the  birds  and  the  beafVs,  we  (hall  Hill  find  thofe,  that 
feed  upon  fle(h,  to  be  the  fierce  and  the  bold  ;  and  on 
the  contrary,  the  fearful  and  faint-hearted  to  feed  up- 
on grafs,  and  upon  plants.  1  think,  there  can  be  pre* 
tended  but  two  exceptions  to  this  rule,  which  are  the 
cock  and  the  horfe  -,  whereas  the  courage  of  the  one 
is  noted  no  where  but  in  England,  and  there  only  in 
cenain  races  :  and  for  the  other,  all  the  courage  we 
commend  in  them  is^  the  want  of  fear  \  and  they  arc 
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obfenred  to  grow  much  fiercer,  whenever  by  cuftoxn, 
or  neceflicy,  they  have  been  ufed  to  flefh. 

From  all  this  may  be  inferred,  that  not  only  the 
long  difufe  of  arms  aniong  the  native  Hollanders, 
(efpecially  at  land)  and  making  ufe  of  other  nations 
chiefly  in  their  milice  ;  but  the  arts  of  trade,  as  weU 
as  peace,  and  their  great  parHmony  in  diet,  and  eating 
fo  very  little  flelh  (which  the  common  people  feldom 
do  above  once  a  week)  may  have  helped  to  debafe 
much  the  ancient  valourof  the  nation,  at  lead  in  the 
occafions  of  ferviceat  land.  Their  feamen  are  much 
better,  but  not  fo  good  as  thofe  of  Zealand,  who  are 
generally  brave  ;  which,  I  fuppofe,  comes  by  thefe 
having  upon  all  occafions  turned  fo  much  more  to 
privateering,  and  nwn  of  war ;  and  thofe  of  Holland 
being  generally  employed  in  trading  and  merchant* 
ftiips  i  while  their  nr>en  of  war  are  manned  by  mari- 
ners of  all  nations,  who  are  very  numerous  among 
them,  but  efpecially  thofe  of  the  Ealtland  coafts  of 
Gefmany,  Swedes,  Danes,  and  Norwegians. 

It  is  odd,  that  veins  of  courage  fliould  fcem  to  nxit 
like  veins  of  good  earth  in  a  country,  and  yet  not  only 
thofe  of  the  Province  of  Hainault  among  the  Spa- 
»i(h,  andof  Geldcrland  among  the  United  Provinces, 
are  efteemed  better  foldiers  than  the  reft  5  but  the 
burghers  of  Valenciennes  among  the  towns  of  Flan- 
ders, and  of  Nimeguen  among  thofe  of  the  Lower- 
Gelder,  are  obferved  to  be  particularly  brave.  But 
there  may  be  firmnefs  and  conftancy  of  courage  from 
tradition,  as  well  as  of  belief  :  nor,  methinks,  0)ould 
any  man  know  how  to  be  a  coward,  that  is  brought 
Qp  with  the  opinion,  that  all  of  his  nation  or  city 
have  ever  been  valiant. 

I  can  fay  nothing  of  what  is  ufually  laid  to  their 
charge,  about  their  being  cruel,  befides  what  we  have 
fo  often  heard  of  their  barbarous  ufage  to  foihe  of 
eur  mea  in  the  Eall-IcuUes,  and  what  we  have  fa 
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lately  feen  of  their  favage  murder  of  their  Penfioner 
De  Wit ;  a  perfon  that  defcrvcd  another  fate,  and  a 
better  return  from  his  country,  after  eighteen  years 
fpent  in  their  miniftry,  without  any  care  of  his  enter- 
tainments or  eafe,  and  little  of  his  fortune.  A  man 
of  unwearied  induftry,  inflexible  conftancy,  founds 
clear,  and  deep  underflanding,  and  untainted  inte- 
grity ;  fo  that,  whenever  he  was  blinded,  it  was  by 
the  paflTion  he  had  for  that  which  he  efteemed  the 
good  and  intereftof  his  State.  This  teftimonyis  juftly 
due  to  him  from  all  that  praftifed  him  ;  and  is  t)|MB 
more  willingly  paid,  fince  there  can  be  as  little  iri- 
tereft  to  flatter,  as  honour  to  reproach  the  dead.  But 
this  adion  of  that  people  may  be  attributed  to  the 
misfortune  of  their  country  -,  and  is  fo  unlike  the  ap- 

fearance  of  their  cuftoms  and  difpofitions,  living,  as 
faw  them,  under  the  orders  and  laws  of  a  quiet  and 
fettled  flate  ;  that  one  mufl  confefs  mankind  to  be  a 
very  various  creature,  and  none  to  be  known,  that 
has  not  been  feen  in  his  rage,  as  well  as  his  drink. 

They  are  generally  not  fo  long-lived,  as  in  better 
airs ;  and  begin  to  decay  early,  both  men  and  women, 
cfpecially  at  Amfterdam  :  for  at  the  Hague  (which 
is  their  bed  air)  I  have  known  two  confiderable  men 
a  good  deal  above  feventy,  and  one  of  them  in  very 
good  fenfe  and  health  :  but  this  is  not  fb  ufual  as  it 
is  in  England,  and  in  Spain.  The  difeafes  of  the  cli- 
mate feem  to  be  chiefly  the  gout  and  the  fcurvy ;  but 
all  hot  and  dry  fummers  bring  fome  that  are  infefti- 
ous  among  them,  efpecially  into  Amfterdam  and 
Leyden  :  thefe  are  ufually  fevers,  and  lie  moft  in  the 
head,  and  either  kill  fuddenly,  or  languilb  long  before 
they  recover.  Plagues  are  not  fo  frequent,  at  Icaft 
not  in  a  degree  to  be  taken  notice  of,  for  all  fupprefs 
the  talk  of  them  as  much  as  they  can,  and  no  diftinc- 
iion  is  made  in  the  regiftry  of  the  dead,  nor  much  in 
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the  care  and  attendance  of  the  fick  :  whether  from  a 
belief  of  predeftination,  or  clfe  a  preference  of  trade, - 
which  is  the  life  of  the  country,  before  that  of  parti- 
cular men. 

Strangers  among  them  are  apt  to  complain  of  the 
Iplcen,  but  thofe  of  the  country  feldom  or  never  : 
which  I  take  to  proceed  from  their  being  ever  bufy, 
or  eafily  fatisfied.  For  this  fcems  to  be  the  difeafe 
of  people  that  are  idle,  or  think  themfelves  but  ill  en- 
tertained, and  attribute  every  fit  of  dull  humour,  or 
imagination,  to  a  formal  difeafe,  which  they  have 
found  this  name  for  -,  whereas  fuch  fits  are  incident 
to  all  men,  ac  one  time  or  other,  from  the  fumes  of 
indigcftion,  from  the  common  alterations  of  fome  in- 
fenfible  degrees  in  health  and  vigour  ♦  ;  or  from  fome 
changes  or  approaches  of  change  in  winds  and  wea- 
ther, which  affcd:  the  finer  fpiritsof  the  brain,  before 
they  grow  fenfible  to  other  parts  ;  and  are  apt  to  al- 
ter x\\z  (hapes,  or  colours,  of  whatever  is  reprefented 
to  us  by  our  imaginations,  whilfl:  we  are  fo  aflfefted. 
Yet  this  eficft  is  not  fo  ftrong,  but  that  bufinefs,  or 
intention  of  thought,  commonly  either  refifts,  or  di- 
verts it  :  and  thofe,  who  underftand  the  motions  of 
it,  let  it  pafs,  and  return  to  themfelves.  But  fuch  as 
are  idle,  or  know  not  from  whence  thefe  changes  arife, 
and  trouble  their  heads  with  notions  or  fchemes  of  ge- 
neral happinefs  or  unhappinefs  in  life,  upon  every  fuch 
fit,  begin  reflexions  on  the  condition  of  their  bodies, 
their  louls,  or  their  fortunes  ;  and  (as  all  things  are 
then  reprefented  in  the  wcrft  colours)  they  fall  into 

• — Ubi  tempeflas  et  cceli  mobilis  humor 
Muuvcre  Tias ;  et  Jopiter  htunidUs  tuftrit 
Deofat,  eranc  quae  rJun  modot  et  quz  denfa  reltxtt  j 
Vertontur  fpectei  animorum.  et  pedora  znctas 
Nunc  alios,  mlios  dum  nubiU  Tentos  iigebtt, 
Concipiant :  hinc  ille  avium  concentus  in  agris, 
£t  laeras  pccade?,  et  ovances  gutture  corvi. 

Vjrc.  Gcorg. 
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rAelancholy  apprehenfions  of  one  or  other,  andfoEnC''/ 
times  of  them  all :  thefe  make  deq;>  impreillon  oa  ^ 
their  minds,  and  are  noteafily  worn  out  by  the  naty.-^: 
ral  returns  of  good  humour,  efpecially  if  they  arcr^ 
often  interrupted  by  the  contrary ;   as  happens  tdfi.* 
ibme  partkukr  conftisutions,  and  more  generally  ia 
uncertain  climates,  efpecially  if  improved  by  acci- 
dents of  ill  health,  or  ill  fortune.     But  this  is  a  dif-* 
eafe  too  refined  for  this  country  and  people^  who  arc 
well,  when  they  are  not  ill  >  and  pleafed,  when  they 
are  jiot  troubled  -,  are  content,  becaufe  they  think 
little  of  it  V  and  feek  their  happinels  in  the  commoD 
eaies  and  commodities  of  life,  or  the  increal'e  of  riches  v 
not  amufing  themfelves  with  the  more  fpeculativc 
Contrivances  of  paflion,  or  refinements  of  pleafurc. 

T©  conclude  this  chapter^  Holland  is  a  country, 
where  the  earth  is  better  than  the  air,  and  profit  more 
in  reqiaeft  than  honour ;  where  there  is  more  fenfe  than 
wit  ;  more  good  nature  than  good  humour  \  and 
more  wealth  than  plealure  :  where  a  man  would  chufe 
rather  to  travel  than  to  live  j  (haU  find  more  things 
to  obferve  than  defoe ;  and  more  perfons  to  cfteem 
than  to  love.  But  the  fame  qualities  and  dil'pofitions 
do  not  value  a  private  man  and  a  ftate,  nor  make  a 
eonvcrfation  agreeable,  and  a  govwnmcnt  great  :  nor 
is  it  unlikely,  that  fome  very  great  King  nwghtmake 
but  a  very  ordinary  private  gentleman,  and  fome  very 
extraordinary  gentleman  might  be  capable  of  making 
but  a  very  mcurn  Prince. 

C  H  A  P.    V. 
.  Of  their  religion. 

I  Intend  ?iot  here  ta  fpcak  of  religion  at  all  as  d  Di- 
vine, but  as  a  mere  fecular  man,  when  I  obferve 
uie  occaCcna  that  leem  to  have  eilabLiihcd  it  in  the 
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formSj  or  with  the  liberties,  wherewith  it  is  now  at- 
tended in  the  United  Provinces.  I  believe  the  re- 
formed religion  was  introduced  there,  as  well  as  in 
England,  and  the  many  other  countries  where  it  bpro- 
fefled,  by  the  operation  of  divine  will  and  providence  \ 
and  by  the  fame,  I  believe,  the  roman  catholic  was 
continued  in  France :  where  it  feemed,  by  the  con- 
fpiring  of  fo  many  accidents  in  the  beginning  of 
Charles  the  IX's  reign,  to  be  fo  near  a  change.  And 
whoever  doubts  this,  feems  to  queftion  not  onjy  the 
will,  but  the  power,  of  God.  Nor  will  it  all  derogate 
from  the  honour  of  a  religion,  to  have  been  planted 
in  a  country  by  fecular  means,  or  civil  revolutions, 
which  have,  long  fince,  fuccecded  to  thofe  miracu- 
lous operations  that  made  way  for  chriftianity  in  the 
world.  It  is  enough,  that  God  Almighty  infufcs  be- 
lief into  the  hearts  of  men,  or  elfe  ordains  it  to  grow 
out  of  religious  inquiries  and  inftruftions  ;  and  that, 
where-evcr  the  generality  of  a  nation  come  by  thefc 
means  to  be  of  a  belief,  it  is  by  the  force  of  this  con- 
currence introduced  into  the  government,  and  be- 
comes the  eftabliihed  religion  of  that  country.  So 
was  the  reformed  profeffion  introduced  into  England, 
Scotland,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Holland,  and  many 
parts  of  Germany.  So  was  the  roman  catholic  re- 
ftored  in  France  and  in  Flanders  ;  where,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  great  concuflTions  that  were  made  in  the 
government  by  the  Hugonots  and  the  Gueufes,  yet 
they  were  never  efteemed  in  either  of  thofe  countries 
to  amount  further  than  the  feventh  or  eighth  part  of 
the  people.  And  whofoever  defigns  the  change  of 
religion  in  a  country  or  government,  by  any  other 
means  than  that  of  a  general  converfion  of  the  peo- 
ple, or  the  greateft  part  of  them,  defigns  all  the  mif- 
chiefs  to  a  nation,  that  ufe  to  ulher  in,  or  attend,  the 
two  greateft  diftempers  of  a  State,  civil  wv,  or  ty- 
ranny •,  which  are  violence,  opprcffion,  cruelty,  ra- 
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pine,  intemperance,  injufticc,  and,  in  (hort,  the  mile- 
rable  efFufion  of  human  blood,  and  the  confiifioh  of 
all  laws,  orders,  and  virtues  among  men. 

Such  confequences  as  thcfe,  I  doubt,  arc  fomethingj. 
more  than  the  difputcd  opinions  of  any  man,  or  any 
particular  aflcmbly  of  men,  can  be  worth  •,.  fince  the 

treat  and  general  end  of  all  religion,  next  to  men*s 
appinefs  hereafter,  is  tfieir  happinefs  here  j  as  ap- 
pears by  the  commandments  orGody  being  the  belt 
and  greateff  moral  and  civil,  as  well  as  divine,  pre- 
cepts, that  have  been  given  to  a  nation  ;  and  by  the 
rewards  propofed  to  the  piety  of  the  Jews,  through- 
out the  Old  Teftament,  which  were  the  bleflings  of 
diislife,  as  health,,  lengdi  ofage>  number  of  children^ 
plenty,  peace,  op  viftory. 

Now  the  way  to  our  future  happinefs  has  been  per- 
petually difputed  throughout  the  world,  and  muft  be 
left  at  laft  to  the  imprelTions  made  upon  every  man's 
belief  and  confcience,  either  by  natural  or  fuperna- 
taraf  argumeiits  and  means  *,  which  impreflions  mei> 
may  difjgHife  or  diflemble^  but  oo  man  can  refill. 
For  belief  is  no  more  m  a  man^s  power,  than  his 
ftature,  or  his  feature ;  and  he  that  tells  me,  I  muff 
change  my  opinion  for  his,  becaufe  it  is  the  truer  and 
the  better,  without  other  arguments,  that  have  to  me 
tlic  force  of  conviftion  -,  may  as  well  tell  me,  I  mult 
change  my  grey  eyes,  for  others  like  his  that  are  blacky 
becaufe  thcfe  are  lovelier,  or  more  in  efteem.  He  that 
tells  me  I  muft  inform  my  fclf^has  rcafon,if  I  do  it  not  r 
but  if  I  ciwfeavour  it  alT  that  1  can,  and  perTiaps  more 
than  lie  ever  did,  and  yet  (lili  differ  from  him  •,  and 
he,  that,  it  may  be,  is  idle,  will  have  me  (ludy  on^ 
and  inform  myfclf  better,  and  fo  to  the  end  of  my 
fife  ;  then  I  eafily  underftand  what  he  means  by  in- 
forming, which  is,  in  (hort  that  I  muft  do  it>  till  I 
come  CO  be  of  his  opinion* 

If 
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If  he,  that,  perhaps,  purfues  his  plcarures  or  intcr- 
cfts,  as  much,  or  more,  than  I  do,  and  allows  me 
CO  have  as  good  ienfe,  as  he  has,  in  all  other  matters^ 
tells  me,  I  fhould  be  of  his  opinion,  but  that  paflion 
«r  intereft  blinds  me  4  unlefs  he  can  convince  me  how, 
or  where,  this  lies,  he  is  but  where  he  was,  only  pre- 
tends to  know  me  better  than  I  do  myfelf,  who  can- 
«ot  imagvne,  why  I  fhould  not  have  as  much  care  of 
my  foul,  as  he  has  of  his. 

A  man  that  tells  me,  my  opinions  are  abford  or  rl- 
"diculous,  impertinent  or  unreafonable,  becatffe  they 
differ  from  his,  feems  to  intend  a  quarrel  inftead  of  a 
<iilpute-,  and  calls  me  fool  or  mad- man,  with  a  little 
more  cipcumftance  -,  though,  perhaps,  I  pais  for  one 
as  well  in  my  fenfes  as  he,  as  pertinent  in  talk,  and  as 
prudent  i«i  life  :  yet  thefe  arc  the  common  civilities, 
in  religious  argument,  of  fufficient  and  conceited 
men,  who  talk  much  of  right  reafon,  and  mean  al- 
ways their  own  ;  and  make  their  private  imaginatioa 
the  meafure  of  general  truth.  But  fuch  language  de- 
termines all  between  us,  and  the  difpute  comes  to 
end  in  three  words  at  laft,  which  it  might  as  well  have 
ended  in  at  firft.  That  he  is  in  the  right,  and  I  am 
ki  the  wrong. 

The  other  great  end  of  religion,  which  is  our  hap- 
pinefs  here,  has  been  generally  agreed  on  by  all  man- 
kind, as  appears  in  the  records  of  all  their  laws,  as 
well  as  all  their  religions,  which  come  to  be  eftablifh- 
ed  by  the  concurrence  of  men's  cuftom^  and  opini- 
ons ♦  5  though,  in  the  latter,  that  concurrence  may 
have  been  produced  by  divine  i-mpreflions  or  infpira- 
tions.  For  all  agree  in  teaching  and  commanding, 
HI  planting  and  improving,  not  only  thofe  moral  vir- 
cue$  which  conduce  to  the  felidty  and  tranquility  of 

•  Fiant  advcrfx  refpablicae  ex  civiam  morib'is,  qui,  quocDnqoe 
fiuxeriatj  cseccra  Tecum  rapiunc.     Plat.  De  Rep. 
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every  private  maa's  life,  but  alio  thofe  munera  ind 
difpofiuons  that  tend  to  the  peace,  order,  and  fafecy 
of  all  civil  focieties  and  governments  among  men. 
Nor  could  I  ever  underfrand,  how  thofe  who  call 
themfelves,  and  the  world  ufually  calls,  religtous  men^ 
come  to  put  fo  great  weight  upon  thofe  points  of  be* 
lief  which  men  never  have  agreed  in,  and  fo  little  up- 
on thofe  of  virtue  and  morality,  in  which  they  have 
Bardly  ever  difagreed  ;  nor,  why  a  State  fhould  ven- 
ture the  fubverfion  of  their  peace,  and  their  order, 
which  are  certain  goods,  and  fo  univerfally  efteem- 
ed,  for  the  propagation  of  uncertain  or  contefted  opi- 
nions. 

One  of  the  great  caufes  of  the  firft  revolt  in  the 
Low-Countries  appeared  to  be,  the  oppreflion  of  men's 
confciences,  or  perfecution  in  their  liberties,  their  e- 
ftates  and  their  lives,  upon  pretence  of  religion  ;  and 
this  at  a  time  when  there  feemed  to  be  a  confpiring 
difpofition  in  moil  countries  of  Chriftendom,  to  feek 
the  reformation  of  fome  abufes,  grown  in  the  do&rine 
and  difcipline  of  the  Church,  either  by  the  ruft  of 
time,  by  negligence,  or  by  human  inventions,  pa&ions, 
and  intereflbs.  The  rigid  oppofition,  given  at  Rome 
to  this  general  humour,  was  followed  by  a  defection 
of  mighty  numbers  in  all  thofe  feveral  countries,  who 
profeiled  to  reform  themfelvcs  according  to  fuch 
rules  as  they  thought  were  necefiary  for  the  reforma- 
tion of  the  Church.  Thefe  perfons,  though  they  a- 
greed  in  the  main  of  difowning  the  Papal  power,  and 
reducing  belief  from  the  authority  of  tradition  to  that 
of  the  Scripture ;  yet  they  difiered  much  among 
themfelvcs  in  other  circumftances,  efpecially  of  difci- 
pline, according  xp  the  perfuafions  and  impreflfions  of 
the  leading  Doftois  in  their  feveral  countries.  So  the 
reformed  of  France  became  univerfally  Calvinifts ; 
but  for  thofe  of  Germany,  though  they  were  gene- 
rally 
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rally  Lutherans,  yet  there  was  a  great  mixture  both 
4rf'Calvini{l9  and  Anabapcifta  among  them. 

The  firfl:  perfecutions  of  thefe  reformed  arofe  io 
Oermany,  in  the  time  of  Charles  V,  and  drove  great 
numbers  of  them  down  into  the  Seventeen  Provinces, 
efpedally  Holland  and  Brabant,  where  the  privileges 
ot  the  cities  were  greater^  and  the  Emperor's  govern* 
cnent  was  leis  fcvere,  as  among  tl^e  fobje^ls  of  his 
own  native  countries.  This  was  the  occalion,  that 
in  the  year  1566,  when,  upon  the  firft  infurre^ion  in 
Flanders,  thofe  of  the  reformed  profelFion  began  Ik> 
form  coniiftories,  and  levy  contributions  among 
themfelves  for  fupport  of  their  common  caufe  •,  it 
was  refoived,  upon  coniultation  among  the  heads  of 
chem,  that  for  declining  all  dificrences  among  them- 
felves, at  a  time  of  common  exigence,  the  pub- 
lic profeflios  of  cheir  party  (hould  be  that  of  the  Lu* 
therans,  though  with  liberty  and  indulgence  to  thoie 
of  different  opinions.  By  the  xinion  <of  Utrecht,  con^ 
eluded  in  1579*  ^^^  of  the  Provinces  was  left  toor^ 
der  the  matter  of  religion,  as  they  thought  fit  and 
tnofl:  conducing  to  the  welfare  of  their  Province  ^ 
with  this  provifion,  that  every  man  (hould  remain 
free  in  his  religion,  and  none  be  examined  or  entrap* 
ed  for  that  caufe,  according  to  the  pacification  at 
Ghent.  But^  in  the  year  ^5^3^  it  wasenadted  by  ge- 
fieral  agreement,  that  the  Evangelical  religion  (hould 
be  onlyproteffed  in  all  the  Seven  Provinces  :  which 
came  thereby  to  be  the  eftablifhed  xeligion  of  this 
State. 

The  reafons  which  feemed  to  induce  them  to  this 
fettlement,  were  many,  and  of  weight :  as  firll,  be* 
caufe  by  the  perfecutions  arrived  in  France  (where 
all  the  reformed  were  Calvinifts)  multitudes  of  peo- 
ple had  retired  out  of  that  kingdom  into  die  Low* 
Countries :  and  by  the  great  commerce  and  continu- 
al intercourfe  with  England,   where  xhe  reformation 
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i^eed  much  with  the  Calvinifta  in  point  of  dodlrinr, 
though  more  with  the  Lutherans  in  point  of  diibi* 
pline,  thofe  opinions  came  to  be  credited  and  propaga- 
ted  more  than  any  other,  among  the  people  of  thefe  Pro- 
vinces, fo  as  the  numbers  were  grown  to  be  greater 
far  in  the  cities  of  this  than  of  any  other  profefTion.  Se- 
condly, the  fuccours  and  fupplies  both  of  men  and 
money,  by  which  the  weak  beginnings  of  this  com- 
monwealth were  preferved  and  Jortificd,  came  chiefly 
from  England,  from  the  Proteftants  of  France  (when 
their  affairs  were  fuccefsful]  and  from  the  Calviniit 
Princes  in  Germany,  who  lay  neareft,  and  were  rca- 
dieft  to  relieve  them.  In  the  next  place,  becaufc 
thofe  of  this  profeffion  feemed  the  moll  contrary  and 
violent  againft  the  Spaniards,  who  made  themfelvcs 
heads  of  the  Roman  Catholics  throughout  Chriilen- 
iiom  ;  and  the  hatred  of  Spain,  and  their  dominion, 
was  fo  rooted  in  the  hearts  of  this  people,  that  it  had 
influence  upon  them  in  the  very  choice  of  their  reli- 
^on.  And  laftly,  becaufe,  by  this  profefllon,  all 
rights  and  jurifdiftion  of  the  Clergy  or  Hierarchy 
jheing  fuppreflTed,  there  was  no  eccleliaftical  authority 
left  to  rife  up,  and  trouble  or  fetter  the  civil  power  ; 
and  all  the  goods  and  pofieflTions  of  churches  and  ab- 
beys were  fcized  wholly  into  the  hands  of  the  State, 
which  made  a  great  increafe  of  the  public  revenue,  a 
thing  the  moft  ncceflfary  for  the  fupport  of  their  go- 
vernment. 

There  might  perhaps  be  added  one  reafon  more, 
which  was  particular  to  one  of  the  Provinces:  for, 
whereas  in  moft,  if  not  all,  other  parts  of  Chriften- 
dom,  the  Clergy  compofed  one  of  the  three  Eftates 
of  the  country,  and  ther/cby  ftiared  with  the  Nobles 
and  Commons  in  their  influences  upon  the  govern- 
ment, that  order  never  made  any  part  of  the  Eftates 
in  Holland,  nor  had  any  vote  in  their  alfembly,  which 
confifted  only  of  the  Nobles  and  the  cities  j  and  th;s 
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Province,  bearing  always  the  grcatcft  fway  in  the 
councils  of  the  Union,  was  moft  inclined  to  the  fcttlc- 
ment  of  that  profcffion  which  gave  leaft  pretence  of 
power  or  jurifdiftion  to  the  Clergy,  and  fo  agreed  moft 
with  their  own  ancient  conftitutions. 

Since  this  eftablilhment,  as  well  as  before,  the  great 
care  of  this  State  has  ever  been,  to  favour  no  parti- 
cular or  curious  inquifition  into  the  faith  or  religious 
principles  of  any  peaceable  man,  who  came  to  live 
under  the  proteftion  of  their  laws,  and  to  fulFer  no  vi- 
olence oroppreflion  upon  any  man's  confcicnce,  whole 
opinions  broke  not  out  into  exprefiions  or  aftions  of 
ill  confequence  to  the  State.  A  free  form  of  govern- 
ment, either  making  way  for  more  freedom  in  reli- 
gion,  or  elfc,  having  nev/ly  contended  fo  far  thcm- 
lelves  for  liberty  in  this  point,  they  thought  it  the 
more  unreafonablc  for  them  to  opprefs  others.  Per- 
haps, while  they  were  fo  threatened  and  endangered 
by  foreign  Lrniics,  they  thought  it  the  more  nccclTary 
to  provide  ngainft  difcontents  v/ithin,  which  can  ne- 
ver be  dangerous,  where  they  are  not  giounJed  or 
fathered  upon  oppreflion,  in  point  eithjr  of  religion 
or  liberty.  But,  in  thofe  two  cafes,  the  fame  often 
proves  moft  violent  in  a  State,  the  more  it  is  ftiuc 
up,  or  the  longer  concealed. 

The  Roman  Catholic  religion  was  alone  excepted 
from  the  common  proteftion  of  their  laws,  making 
men  (as  the  States  believed)  worfe  fubjefts  than  the 
reft,  by  the  acknowledgment  of  a  foreign  and  fupe- 
rior  jurifdiition ;  for  fo  muft  all  fpiritual  power  needs 
be,  as  grounded  upon  greater  hopes  and  fears  than 
any  civil,  at  leaft  where-ever  the  perfuafions  from 
faith  are  as  ftrong  as  thofe  from  fcnfe  ;  of  which  there 
arc  fo  many  teftimonies  recorded  by  the  martyrdoms, 
penances,  or  confcicntious  reftraints  and  feveritles, 
lufiered  by  infinite  perfons  in  all  forts  of  religion. 

Befideft 
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6erides»;ihis  profeflion  feemed  ftiU  a  recainer  of  tiit 
Spanilh  g6veniment»  which  was  then  the  great  pa- 
tron of.it  in  the  world :  yet,  fuch  was  the  care  of 
this  State  to  give  all  men  eafe  in  this  point,  who  ask 
no  more  than  to  ferve  God,  and  fave  thdr  own  foulsii 
in  their  own  way  and  forms ;  that  what  m^s  not  pro- 
vided for,  by  the  conftitutions  of  their  government, 
was  fo,  in  a  very  great  degree,  by  the  connivance  of 
their  officers,  who,  upon  certain  conftant  payments 
from  every  family,  fuflfer  the  exercife  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  in  their  feveral  jurifdidions,  as  free 
and  eafy,  though  not  fo  cheap,  and  fo  avowed,  as 
the  reft.  This,  I  fuppofe,  has  been  the  reafon,  that 
though  thofe  of  this  profefTion  are  very  numerous  in 
the  country,  among  the  peafants,  and  confiderable 
in  the  cities,  and  not  admitted  to  any  public  charges  ; 
yet  they  fecm  to  be  a  found  piece  of  the  State,  and 
faft jointed  in  with  the  reft  -,  and  have  neither  given 
any  difturbance  to  the  government,  nor  expreffed  a- 
ny  inclinations  to  a  change,  or  to  any  foreign  power, 
cither  upon  the  former  wars  with  Spain,  or  the  later 
invafions  of  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter. 

Of  all  other  religions,  every  man  enjoys  the  free 
exercife  in  his  own  chamber,  or  his  own  houfe,  un- 
queftioned  and  unefpied :  and  if  the  followers  of  a- 
ny  feft  grow  fo  numerous  in  any  place,  that  they  af  • 
fcft  a  public  congregation,  and  are  content  to  pur- 
chafe  a  place  of  affembly,  to  bear  the  charge  of  a 
paftor  or  teacher,  and  to  pay  for  this  liberty  to  the 
public ;  they  go  and  propofe  their  defire  to  the  Ma- 
giftrates  of  the  place  where  they  refide,  who  inform 
themfclvcs  of  their  opinions,  and  manners  of  worlhip  ; 
and  if  they  find  nothing  in  either,  deftrudtive  to  civil 
fociety,  or  prejudicial  to  the  conftitutions  of  their 
State,  and  content  themfclves  with  the  price  that  is 
offered  for  the  purchafe  of  this  liberty,  they  cafily 
allow  it :  but  with  the  condition,  that  one  or  more 

Com- 
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Commiffiaptert  Qaii  he  appointed,  who  Qizil  have 
£rqe  odmiSkm  ac  all  their  tneetip^^  ihall  b^  both  the 
Qbftrver«and.wiciie0es  of  all  that  is  aded  or  preached 
aisong  thenii  and  whofe  teftimopy  (hall  be  received 
i^ODOirtving  any  thing  that  pafles  diere  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the.  State  :  in  which  cafe,  the  laws  and  execu- 
tions are  as  fevere  asagainfl:  any  civil  crimes. 

Thu&  the  Jews  have  their  allowed  Synagogues  in 
Amfterdam  and  Rotterdam :  and,  in  the  firit,  almoft 
all  le<^s,  that  are  known  among  Chriftians,  have  their 
public  meeting-places  ;  and  fome  whofe  names  are 
almoft  worn  out  in  all  other  parts,  as  the  Brownifts, 
Familiftsy  and  others.  The  Armenians,  though  they 
make  a  great  name  among  them*  by  being  rather 
the  diftin^on  of  a  party  in  the  State,  than  a  feft  in 
the  Church  ;  yet  are,  in  comparifon  of  others,  buc 
few  in  number,  though  confiderable  by  the  perfons^ 
who  are  of  the  better  quality,  the  more  learned  and 
intelligent  men,  and  many  of  them  in  the  govern- 
ment. The  Anabaptifts  arejuft  the  contrary,  very 
numerous,  but  in  the  lower  ranks  of  people,  mecha- 
nics and  feamen,  and  abound  chiefly  in  North- Hol- 
land. 

The  Calvinifls  make  the  body  of  the  people,  and 
are  pofiefled  of  all  the  public  churches  in  the  domi- 
4}ions  of  the  State,  as  well  as  of  the  only  Miniilers  or 
paftors,  who  are  maintained  by  the  Public^  but  thefe 
have  neither  lands,  nor  tithes,  nor  any  authorized 
contributions  from  the  people,  but  certain  falariea 
from  the  State,  upon  whom  they  wholly  depend  : 
and  though  they  are  often  very  bold  in  taxing  and 
preaching  publicly  againft  the  vices,  and  fometimes 
ihe  innocent  entertainments,  of  perfons  moil  confi- 
derable  in  the  government,  as  well  as  of  the  vulgar  ; 
yet  they  are  never  heard  to  cenfure  or  controul  the 
public  actions  or  refolutions  of  the  State:  they  are,  in 
general,   throughout  the  country,  palHonate  friends 
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to  the  houfe  of  Orange ;  and,  during  the  intermiflSon 
of  that  authority,  ibund  wajrs  of  exprefling  their  af- 
fcftions  to  the  pcrfon  and  fortunes  of  this  Prince, 
without  offending  the  State  as  it  was  then  conftitu- 
tcd.  They  are  fierce  enemies  of  the  Arminian  party, 
whofe  principles  were  thought  to  lead  them,  in  Bar- 
nevelt*stime,  towards  a  conjun6Hon,  or  at  lea((  com- 
pliance, with  the  Spanilh  religion  and  government, 
both  which  the  houie  of  Orange,  in  the  whole  courfe 
of  the  war,  endeavoured  to  make  irrcconcilcable  with 
thofc  of  the  State. 

It  is  hardly  to  be  imagined,  how  all  the  violence 
and  Iharpnefs,  which  accompanies  the  differences  of 
religion  in  other  countries,  fcems  to  be  appeafcd  or 
fofrcned  here,  by  the  general  freedom  which  all  men 
enjoy,  either  by  allowance  or  connivance  ;  nor,  how 
faction  and  ambition  arc  thereby  difabled  to  colour 
their  intereftcd  and  feditious  deligns  with  the  pre- 
tences of  religion,  which  has  coft  the  Chriftian  world 
fo  much  blood  for  thefe  laft  hundred  and  fifty  years. 
No  man  can  here  complain  of  preflTure  in  his  con- 
fciencc  :  of  being  forced  to  any  public  profeflion  of 
his  private  faith  :  of  being  reftrained  from  his  own 
manner  of  worfhip  in  his  houfe,  or  obliged  to  any 
other  abroad  :  and  whoever  asks  more  in  point  of 
religion,  without  the  undifputcd  evidence  ot  a  parti* 
cular  mifiion  from  heaven,  may  be  juftly  fufpefted 
not  to  asU  for  God*s  fake,  but  for  his  own  :  fince 
pretending  to  fovereignty,  inftead  of  liberty,  in  opi- 
nion, is  indeed  pretending  the  fame  in  authority  too, 
which  confifts  chiefly  in  opinion  :  and  whnt  man,  or 
party  foever,  can  gain  the  common  or  firm  belief,  of 
being  mod  immediately  inlpired,  inftrnfted,  or  fa- 
voured of  God,  WTJI  eafily  obtain  the  prerogative  of 
being  moft  honoured  and  obeyed  by  men. 

But 
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.JBut  iiitbis.cQinmonwealtb»  no  man  having  any 
reafon  to  complain  of  oppreffion  in.confcience,  and 
ho  man  haying.hopes,  by  advancing  his  religion,  to 
form  a  party,  or  break  in  upon  the  State,  the  diffe- 
rences in  opinion  make  none  in  aficAions,  and  lictle 
in  cpnverfation,  where  it  ferves  butforenteruinmem: 
and  variety.  They  argue  without  intereft  or  anger  ^ 
they  differ  without  enmity  or  fcorn  ^  and  ihcy  agree 
without  confederacy.  Men  live  togjcther,  like  citizens 
of  the  world,  affociated  by  the  common  ties  of  hu- 
manity, and  by  the  bonds  of  peace,  under  the  im- 
partial protedlion  of  indifferent  laws,  with  equal  en- 
couragement of  all  art  and  induflry,  and  equal  free- 
dom of  fpeculation  and  enquiry ;  all  men  enjoying 
their  imaginary  excellencies  and  acquificions  of  know- 
Jedge  with  as  much  fafety,  as  their  more  real  poffef- 
fions  and  improvements  of  fortune.  The  power  of 
religion  among  them,  where  it  is,  lies  in  every  man's, 
heart.  The  appearance  of  it  is  but  like  a  piece  of  hu- 
manity, by  which  every  one  falls  moft  into  the  com- 
pany or  converfation  of  thofe,  whofe  cuftoms  and  hu- 
mours, whofe  talk  and  difpofitions,  he  likes  bcft  :  and 
as,  in  other  places,  it  is  in  every  man's  choice  with 
whom  he  will  eat  or  lodge,  with  whom  go  to  market, 
or  to  court  ^  fo  it  feems  to  be  here,  with  whom  he 
will  pray,  or  go  to  church,  or  affociate  in  the  fervice 
and  worfhip  of  God  :  nor  is  any  more  notice  taken, 
or  more  cenfure  pafled,  of  what  every  one  chufes  in 
thefe  cafes,  than  in  the  other. 

I  believe  the  force  of  commerce,  alliances,  and  ac- 
quaintances, fpreading  fo  far  as  rhey  do  in  fmall  cir- 
cuits (fuch  as  the  Province  of  Holland)  may  contri- 
bute much  to  make  converfation,  and  all  the  offices 
of  common  life,  fo  eafy,  among  fo  different  opinions, 
of  which  fo  many  feveral  perfons  are  often  in  every 
man's  eye  -,  and  no  man  checks  or  takes  offence  at 
faces,  or  cuftoms,  or  ceremonies,  he  fees  every  day, 

as 
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as  at  thofe  he  hears  of  in  places  far  diftant,  andperiiaps 
by  partial  relations,  and  comes  to  fee  tatc  in  his  lift, 
and  after  he  has  long  been  pofleflfed  by  paflion  or  pre- 
judice againft  them.  However  it  is,  religion  m**- 
poflTibly  do  more  good  in  other  places,  but  it  does  le» 
hurt  here  :  and,  wherc-ever  the  invifible  cflfedb  of  it 
are  the  greateft  and  moil  advantageous,  I  am  fure  the 
vifible  arc  fo  in  this  country,  by  the  continual  and 
undifturbed  civilpeace  of  their  government  for  folone 
a  courfe  of  years  ;  and  by  fo  mighty  an  increafe  ot 
their  people,  wherein  will  appear  to  confift  chiefly  the 
vaft  growth  of  their  trade  and  riches,  and  confcquent-* 
ly  the  ftrength  and  grcatnefs  of  their  State. 

CHAP.    VI. 

Of  their  trade. 

IT  is  evident  to  thofe,  who  have  read  the  moft,  and 
travelled  fartheft,  that  no  country  can  be  found 
cither  in  this  prefent  age,  or  upon  record  of  any  ftory, 
where  fo  vaft  a  trade  has  been  managed,  as  in  the 
narrow  compafs  of  the  four  maritime  Provinces  of 
this  commonwealth  :  nay,  it  is  generally  eftcemed, 
that  they  have  more  (hipping  belongs  to  them,  than 
there  does  to  all  the  reft  of  Europe.  Yet  they  have 
no  native  commodities  towards  tne  building  or  rig* 
ging  ofthefmallcft  veflel  ;  their  flax,  hemp,  pitch, 
wood,  and  iron,  coming  all  from  abroad,  as  wool 
does  for  cloathing  their  men,  and  corn  for  feeding 
them.  •  Nor  do  I  know  any  thing  properly  of  their 
own  growth,  that  is  confiderable  either  for  their  own 
neccliary  ufc,  or  for  traffic  with  their  neighbours,  be - 
fides  butter,  cheefe,  and  earthen- wares.  For  havens, 
they  have  not  any  good  upon  their  whole  coaft  :  the 
bell  at  Helvoetfluys,  which  has  no  trade  at  all  *,  and 
Flufhing,  which  has  little,  in  comparifon  of  other 
towns  in  Holland :  but  Amfterdam,  that  triumphs 
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intbe  fp<MU  of  LUbon  and  Antwerp  (vriiich  before 
engrofied  the  ^ateft  trade  of  Europe  and  the  Indies) 
feexns  to  be  the  cnoft  inconamodious  haven  they  have> 
being  feaud  upon  fo  (hallow  waters,  that  ordinary 
fhips  cannot  come  up  to  it  without  the  advantage  of 
tides  \  nor  great  ones  without  unlading.  The  en- 
trance of  the  TeOel,  and  paflage  over  the  Zuddcr  fea^ 
is  nnoredangerous  than  a  voyage  from  thence  to  Spain^ 
lying  all  in  blind  and  narrow  channels  *,  fo  that  it 
c^ily  appears,  that  it  is  not  a  haven  that  draws  trade, 
but  trade  that  fills  a  haven,  and  brings  it  in  vogue. 
Nor  has  Holland  grown  rich  by  any  native  com- 
modities, but  by  force  of  induftry  \  by  improvement 
and  manufafture  of  all  foreign  growths  ;  by  being 
the  general  magazine  of  Europe,  and  furnifhing  all 
parts  with  whatever  the  market  wants  or  invites  -,  and 
by  their  feamen  being,  as  they  have  properly  been 
called,  the  common  carriers  of  the  world. 

Since  the  ground  of  trade  cannot  be  deduced  from 
Kavens,  or  native  commodities  (as  may  well  be  con- 
cluded from  the  furvcy  of  Holland,  which  has  the  leaft 
and  the  worft  ;  and  of  Ireland,  which  has  the  moft 
and  the  beft,  of  both)  it  were  not  amifs  to  confider, 
from  what  other  fource  it  may  be  more  naturally  and 
certainly  derived  :  for,  if  we  talk  of  induftry,  we  are 
ftill  as  much  to  feek,  what  it  is  that  makes  people  in- 
dUjRrious  in  one  country,  and  idle  in  another.  I  con- 
ceive the  true  original   and  ground  of  trade  to  be, 
great  multitude  ot  people  crowded  into  fmall  compafs 
of  land,  whereby  all  things  neceflary  to  life  become 
dear,  and  all  men,  who  have  poffeflions,  are  induced 
to  jparfimony ;  but  thofe,  who  have  none,  are  forced 
to  induftry  and  labour,  or  elfe  to  want.     Bodies,  that 
ire  vigorous,  fall  to  labour ;  fuch,  as  are  not,  fup- 
ply  that  defeft  by  fomc  fort  of  inventions  or  inge- 
nuity.    Thefc  cuftoms  a  rife  firft  from  necefllty,  but 
inctcaleby  imitation,  and  g^row  in  time  to  be  habi- 
^.■"*  tual 
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tual  in  a  country  ^  and  where-ever  they  are  (b,  if  k' 
lies  upon  the  Tea,  they  naturally  break  out  into  trade, 
both  becaufe  whatever  they  want  of  their  own>  that 
is  neceOary  to  fo  many  men's  lives,  muft  be  fupplied 
from  abroad ;  and  becaufe^  by  the  multitude  of  peo- 
ple, and  fmallnefs  of  country,  land  grows  fo  dear,  that 
the  improvement  of  money  that  way  is  inconfider- 
able,  and  fo  turns  to  fca,  where  the  greatnefs  of  the 
profit  makes  amends  for  the  venture. 

This  cannot  be  better  illuftratcd,  than  by  its  con- 
trary, which  appears  no  where  more  than  in  Ireland  f 
where,  by  the  largenefs  and  plenty  of  the  food,  and 
fcarcity  of  people,  all  things  neceflary  to  life  Jtc  fo 
cheap,  that  an  induftrious  man,  by  two  days  labour, 
may  gain  enough  to  feed  him  the  reft  of  the  week  ; 
which  I  take  to  be  a  very  plain  ground  of  the  lazinefs 
attributed  to  the  people :  for  men  naturally  prefer 
eafe  before  labour,  and  will  not  take  pains,  if  they  can 
live  idle  :  though  when,  by  neceffity,  they  have  been 
inured  to  it,  they  cannot  leave  it,  being  grown  a  cuf* 
tom  neceffary  to  their  health,  and  to  their  very  enter- 
tainment :  nor  perhaps  is  the  change  harder,  from 
conftant  cafe  to  labour,  than  from  conftant  labour  to 
eafe. 

This  account  of  the  original  of  trade  agrees  with 
the  experience  of  all  ages,  and  with  the  conftitutions 
of  all  places,  where  it  has  moft  flouri(hcd  in  the  world, 
as  Tyre,  Carthage,  Athens,  Syracufe,  Agrigentum, 
Rhodes,  Venice,  Holland  •,  and  will  be  fo  obvious  to 
every  man,  that  knows  and  confiders  the  ficuation, 
the  extent,  and  the  nature,  of  all  thofc  countries,  that 
it  will  need  no  enlargement  upon  the  comparifons. 

By  thefe  examples,  which  arc  all  of  commonwealths, 
and  by  the  decay  and  diflblution  of  trade  in  the  fix 
firft,  when  they  came  to  be  conquered,  or  fubjeded 
to  arbitrary  dominions,  it  might  be  concluded,  that 
there  is  ibmething,  in  that  form  of  government,  pro- 
2  per 
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per  and  nataral  to  trade,  in  a  more  peculiar  manner. 
But  the  height  it  arrived  to  at  Bruges  and  Ancwerp, 
under  their  Princes,  for  four  or  five  defcents  of  the 
houfe  of  Burgundy,  and  two  of  Auftria,  (hews,  ic  may* 
thrive  under  good  Princes  and  legal  monarchies,  as 
well  as  under  free  States*  Under  arbitrary  and. ty- 
rannical power  it  muftofneceffity  decay  and  diflblve, 
becaufe  this  empties  a  country  of  people,  whereas  the 
others  fill  it  ;  this  extinguifhyes  induftry,  whiifl:  men 
are  in  doubt  of  enjoying  themlelves  what  they  get,  or 
leaving  it  to  their  children  ;  the  others  encourage  it, 
by  iecuhng  men  of  both  :  one  fills  a  country  with 
foldiirs,  and  the  other  with  merchants  ;  who  were  ne- 
ver known  yet  to  live  well  together,  becaufe  they 
cannot  trufl  one  another.  And  as  trade  cannot  live 
without  mutual  trufl  among  private  mtn ;  fo  it  cannot 
grow  or  thrive,  to  any  great  degree,  without  a  con- 
iidcnce  both  of  public  and  private  fafety,  and  confe- 
quently  a  truft  in  the  government,  from  an  opinion 
of  its  ftrcngth,  wifdom,  and  juftice  ;  which  muft  be 
grounded  cither  upon  the  perfonal  virtues  and  qua- 
lities of  a  Prince,  or  elfe  upon  the  conliitutions  and 
orders  of  a  State. 

It  appears » to  every  man's  eye  who  hath  travelled 
Holland,  and  obferved  the  number  and  vicinity  of 
their  great  and  populous  towns  and  villages,  with 
the  prodigious  improvement  of  almoft  every  fpot  of 
ground  in  the  country,  and  the  great  multitudes  con- 
llantly  employed  in  their  (hipping  abroad  and  their 
boats  at  home,  that  no  other  known  country  in  the 
world,  of  the  fame  extent,  holds  any  proportion  with 
this  in  numbers  of  people  ;  and,  if  that  be  the  great 
foundation  of  trade,  the  belt  account  that  can  be  * 
given  of  theirs,  will  be  by  confidering  the  caufes  and 
accidents,  that  have  fcrved  to  force  or  invite  fo  vaft 
a  confiuence  of  people  into  their  country.  In  the  firll 
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rank  may  be  placed  the  civil  wars,  calamities,  pcrfc- 
cucions,  opprcflions,  or  drfcontcnts,  that  have  been  fo 
fatal  to  moll  of  their  neighboui;s,.  for  ibmc  time  be- 
forcy/as  well  as  fince,  tlieir  State  begaiu 
.     The  pcrfecutions  iot  matter  of  feligion^  in  Ger- 
many under  Chaclcs  V,  in  France  under  Henry  II; 
and  in  England-  under  Queen  Mary,  forced  great 
numbers  «t  people  out  ofall' thofe  countries,  to  (bel- 
ter thcmfclycs  in  che  feveral  townssof  the  Seventeen 
Provinces,  where  the  ancient  liberties  of  thecountryv 
.and  privikges  of  the  dtiesy.had  been^  inviolate  under 
fo  long  a  iucceflion  of  Prkices,*  and  gave  pcoteAio»* 
to  thefe  oppreflcd  ftrangers^  wha  fiUed  theipfddes 
both  with  people  and  trade,  and  raifed  Antwerp  tO' 
fuch  a  height  and  renown,  as  continued  till  the  Duke 
of  Alva's  arrival  in  the  Low-Countries.    The  fright 
of  this  man,  and  the  orders  he  brought,  and  arms  t^ 
ocecute  them,  began  to  fcattcr  the  flock  of  people 
that  for  Ibme  time  had  been  nefted  there  ;  fo  as,  in 
:vcry  few  months,  above  100,000  families  removed  out 
cf  the  aauficpy .  But  when  ^  Seven  Provinces  united^ 
jmd  bccaivtwdefiMid  themfelves*  with  ItKrcefs,  under 
the  conduft  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  the  counter 
nance  ©f  England'  and  France,  and  tlie  perfecuuons 
for  religion  began  to  grow  Iharp  in  the  Spamlh  pro^ 
vinces,  all  the  profelTors  of  the  reformed  rdigion^  and 
haters  of  the  Spanifh  dominion,  retired  into  the  ftrong. 
cities  of  this  commonwealth,  and  gave  the  fame  date 
to  the  growth  of  trade  there>  and  die  decay  of  it  ac 
Antwerp. 

The  fciog  cirri  wars,  at  firft  of  France,  then  of 
Germany^  and  laftly  of  England,,  fcrved  to  incrcafe 
•the  fwari*  m  this  country,  not  only  by  fach  as  were 
perlecnted  at  home,  but  great  ntimbers  of  peaceable- 
men,  who  eam^  here  to  leek  for  quiet  in  their  livesv 
a^id  iafety  m  their  poflefllons  or  trades  ^  like  thofc 
;.     .  bird» 
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birds  that,  upon  the  approach  of  a  rough  winter-fear 
fon,  leave  the  countries  where  they  were  born  and 
bred,  fly  away  to  fome  kinder  and  fofter  climate,  and 
never  return  till  the  fro(b  are  pafl,  and  the  winds  are 
laid  at  home. 

Th&  invitation  thcfe  people  had,  to  fix  rather  in 
Holland  than  in  many  better  countries,  fcems  to  have 
been,  at  firfl,  the  great  ftrengthof  their  towns,  which 
by  their  maritime  fituation,  and  the  low  flatnefs  of 
their  country,  can  with  their  fluices  overflow  all  the 
ground  about  them  at  fuch  diftances,  as  to  become 
inacceflible  to  any  land  forces.  And  this  natural 
ftrcngth  has  been  improved,  efpccially  at  Amfterdam, 
by  all  the  art  and  expence  that  could  any  ways  coo-' 
tribute  towards  the  defence  of  the  place. 

Next  was  the  conffittution  of  their  government,  by 
which,  neither  the  States-General,  nor  the  Prince, 
have  any  power  tOj  invade  any  .man's  perfon  or  pro- 
perty within  the  precin^s  pf  their  cities.  Nor  could 
it  be  feared  that  the  fenateof  any  town  (hould  con-: 
Ipire  to  any  fuch  violence;  nor,  iftljey^did,  could 
they  poflTibly  execute  it,  having  no  foldiers  in  their 
pay,  and  the  burghers  only  being  employed  in  the  de- 
fence of  their  towns,  and  execution  of  ail  civil  juftice 
among  them. 

Thcfe  circumftances  gave  fo  great  a  credit  to  the 
bank  of  Amilerdam  \  and  that  was  another  invitation 
for  people  to  come  and  lodge  here  what  part  of  their 
nK)ney  they  could  tranfport,  and  knew  no  way  of  ie- 
curing  at  home.  Nor  did  thofe  people  only  lodge 
monjcys  here,  who  came  over  into  the  country  ;  but 
many  more,  who  never  left  thc^r  own,  though  they 
provided  for  a  retreat,or  againft'a  (jtorm,  and  thought 
00  place  fo  (ecure  as  this,  nor  from  whence  they  might 
foeafiiy  draw  their  money  into  any  parts  of  the  world. 

Another  circ^mftance  was,  the  general  liberty  and 
fMSt^, not  only  inpointof  confcience,  but.  all  ochers 
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that  ferve  to  the  commodioufnefs  and  quiet  of  life^ 
every  man  following  his  own  way,  minding  his  ow» 
bufmefsjand  little  enquiring  ioco  othei  men's;  y/hich,. 
I  luppofey  happened  by  fe  great  a  concourfe  df  peo-* 
pie  of  feveral  £uicions,  different  religions  and  cuftoms^ 
fts  left  nothing  ftrange  or  new  ;.  and  b;  the  general 
kumouTf  bent  all  upon,  induftry  •»  wheseascuriollty  i% 
only  proper  to  idle  men. 

Befidesv  it  has  ever  been^the  great  pvinciple  of  theiF 
State^  running  through  all  their  provinces  and  cities^ 
•ven  with  emulation^  to  make  their  country  the  com- 
mon refuge  of  all  mifcrable  men  -,  from  whofe  pro- 
le£tion,  hardly  any  alliances,  treaties,  or  interefts, 
have  ever  been  able  to  divert  or  remove  them.  So  as^ 
during,  the  great  depeadance  this  State  had  upon 
France,  in  the  timeot  Henry  IV,  all  the  perfons  dif- 
gnaoed  at  that  court,  or  bamlhed  that  country,  made 
this  their  comnK>n  retreat ;  nor  could  the  State  ever 
be  prevailed  with,  by  any  Inftances  of  the  French  Am- 
bafladors,  to  refufe  them  the  ufe  and  liberty^  of  com- 
mon life  andr  air,^  uodep  the  protedtioA  oi  their  go- 
vern naen«. 

Thid  fkmnefs  M  the  Siacrhas  been^one  of  the  cir- 
iumftances  that  has  invited  fe  maay  unhappy  merv 
our  of  all  their  neighbourhoodvanui  indeed  from  moft 
parts  of  Europe,  to  (belter  themfelve*  fiooi  the  blows^ 
ef  juftice,  or  of  fortune^  Nor  indeed  does  any  coun- 
fry  feem  (o  proper  to  be  made  ufe  erf  upon  fuch  oc- 
cafions,  not  only  in-  refpeft  of  fafety,  but  as  a  place 
that  holds  fo  cooftanc  and  eafy  correipondences  witb 
alLpapcs  of  the  worid>and  whither  any  raanmay  draw 
whatever  monf^  be  kas  at  his  difpofal  in  any  other 
place  7  where  neither  riches  expofe  men  to  danger,. 
nor  poverty  fo^^contempt :  butontbe  contrary,  where 
parfimony  b  honourable,^  whether  it  be  neeeflary  or 
no  i  and  he^  Bhat  is  forced  by  his  fortune  to  live  low,, 
may  hepe  alone  live  in  Isifrfhion^and  upooi  equal >terms 
3r  (ia 
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(in  appearance  abroad)  with  the  chiefeft  of  cheir  Mi- 
Difters,  and  richeft  of  their  merchants :  nor  is  iteafi- 
Ij  imagiaed,  how  great  an  effcA  this  conftitution 
amon^  them  <may^  in  courfc  of  time,  have  had  upon 
the  increafe  both  of  their  people  andchek  trade. 

As  the  t«m  £x&  invitations  of  people  inoo  thU 
country  were  the  ftrength  of  their  towns,  and  nature 
of  their  g^vertunent^  fo  two  others  have  grown 
with  the  courle  of  time,  and  progrefs  of  their  riches 
and  power.  One  is  the  reputation  of  their  govern- 
cnenty  arifing  from  the  obfervataoa  of  the  iuccels  of 
their  arms,  the  prudence  of  their  negotiationst  the 
fteadinefs  of  their  couiifeis,  the  constancy  of  theit* 
peace  and  quiet  at  home,  and  the  confideTation  they 
hereby  ariived  4U;  among  the  Princes  and  States  g^ 
Chriftendam.  From  all  thefe,  men  grew  to  a  gene*- 
ral  opinion  of  the  wiidom  and  conduct  of  thear  State ; 
and  of  its  being  eftablilhed  upon  fciindations  that 
could  not  be  fhalcen  by  any  common  accidents>  fior 
confequently  in  danger  of  any  great  or  ruddeA  revo*^ 
lutions  ;  and  this  is  a  mighty  inducement  to  indu* 
ftrious  people  to  come  and  inhabit  a  country,  who 
feek  not  only  fafety  under  laws  from  injuftice  and  op- 
predion,  but  likewiie,  under  the  ftrength  and  good 
condu6):  of  a  State,  from  the  violence  of  foreign  in* 
vafions,  or  of  civil  commotions. 

The  other  is,  the  great  beauty  of  their  country 
(forced  in  time,  and  by  the  improvements  ofinduftry. 
In  fpite  of  nature)  which  draws  every  day  fuch  num- 
bers of  curious  and  idle  perfons  to  fee  their  Provin- 
ces, though  fibt  to  inhabit  them.  And  indeed  their 
country  is  a  much  better  miftrefs  than  a  wife,  and 
where  few  perloAS,  who  are  wcU  at  home,  would  be 
content  to  live ;  but  where  none,  that  have  time  and 
money  to  fpare,  would  not  for  once  be  willing  to  tra- 
vel -,  and  as  England  ihews,  in  the  beauty  of  the 
Vountry,  what  nature  can  arrive  at  -,  fo  does  Holland, 
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in  die  number,  greatnefs,  and  beauty  of  their  towns; 
wKAft^^art  can  bring  to  pals.  ^But  thc/e  and  manf 
other  miiners  of  fpeculation  among  then;!,  filling  the 
obiprvations  of  all  common  travellers,  ihall  make 
no  part  of  mine,  whofe  defign  is  rather  to  difcover 
the  caufes  of  their  trade  and  riches,  that  to  relate  the 
cneccs* 

•^ '  Yet  it  may  be  noted  hereupon,  as  a  piece  of  .wif> 
domain  any "ki^gdom^ror  State,  by  the  magniBcen'ce 
<lf 'courts, .  or  ot  public  ilrudures  ;  by  encouraging 
beauty  in  private  buildings,  and  the  adornment  of 
tote&s  with  pleafant  and  regular  plantations  of  trees ; 
by  the  celebration  of  fome  noble  feftivalsorc.  foleiuni- 
ties  ;  by  the  inftitution  of  fome  great  marts  or«  fairs  i 
and  by  the  contrivance  of  any  extraordinary  and,  re*. 
ti#wned  fpeftacles,  to  invite  and  occafion,  as  much 
snd  as  often  as  can  be,  the  concourfe  of  bufy  or  idle 
p^Ie  from  the  neighbouring  or  remoter  nations, 
whole  very  paflage  and  intcrcourfc  is  a  great  incitafe 
of  wealth  and  of  trade,  and  a  fecret  incentive  of  peo- 
ple to  inhabit  a  country,  where  men  may  meet  with 
"with  equal  advantages,  and  more  edfitertainmous  of 
life,  than  in  other  places. .  Such  were  the  Olympic 
and  other  games  among  the  Grascians  ;  fuch  the  tri- 
umphs, trophies,  and  fecular  plays  of  old  Rome,  as 
well  as  the  fpcftacles  exhibited  afterwards  by  the  Em- 
perors, with  fuch  ftupenduous  effcfts  of  art  and  ex - 
pence,  for  courting  or  entertaining  the  people;  fuch 
the  Jubilees  of  new  Rome ;  the  jufts  and  tournaments 
formerly  ufed  in  moft  of  the  courts  of  Chriftcndom  ; 
the  fcftivals  of  the  more  celebrated  orders  of  knight-* 
hood  ;  and,  in  particular  towns,  the  carnavals  and 
fairs  ;  the  kirmilhes,  which  nm  through  all  the  ci- 
ties of  the  Netherlands,  and  in  fome  of  them,  with 
a  <yreat  deal  of  pageantry,  as  well  as  tiaffic^-being  e- 
qual  baits  of  pleafure  and  of  gain. 

Having 
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Having  thus  difcovercd  what  hus  laid  the  great 
foundations  of  their  trade,  by  the  multitude  of  their 
j)eople,  which  has  planted  and  habituated  induftry  a- 
mong  thexDy  and,  by  that,  all  forts  of  manufafbure, 
as  well  as  parfimoay,  and  thereby  general  wealth :  I 
ihall  enumerate,  very  briefly,  fame  other  circumllan* 
^es,  that  feem,  next  to  thel'c,  the  chief  advancers  and 
encouragers  of  trade  in  their  country. 

Low  intercfl;,  and  dearnefs  of  land,  are  effedls  of 
'the  multitude  of  peqple,  and  caufe  of  fo  much  money 
to  lie  ready  for  all  prpjeds  by  which  gain  may  be 
expe£ted,  as  the  cutting  of  canals,  making  bridges 
and  cawfeys,  levelling  downs,  and  draining  marihes, 
befides  all  new  eflays  at  foreign  trade  which  are  pro*, 
pofed  with  any  probability  of  advantage. 

The  ufe  of  their  banks,  which  fecures  money,  and 
makes  all  payments  eafy,  and  trade  quick. 

The  fale  by  regiftry,  which  was  introduced  here 
and  in  Flanders  in  the  time  of  Charles  V^  and  makes 
all  purchaics  fafe. 

The  feverity  of  juftice,  not  only  againft  all  thefts, 
but  all  cheats,  and  counterfeits  of  any  public  bills 
(which  is  capital  among  them)  and  even  againft  all 
•common  beggars,  who  are  difpofed  of  either  into 
work-houfes,  or  hofpitals,  as  they  are  able  or  unable 
to  labour. 

Thexronvqysof  merchant- fleets  into  all  parts,  even 
in  time  of  peace:,  but  efpecially  into  the  Sirraits-,  which 
give  their  trade  fecurity  againft  many  unexpe<5ted  ac- 
cidents, and  their  nation  credit  abroad,  and  breeds  up 
leamen  for  their  (kips  of  war. 

The  lownefs  of  their  cuftoms,  and  eafinefs  of  pay- 
ing them,  which,  with  the  freedom  of  their  ^orcs, 
invite  both  ftrangers  and  natives  to  bring  commodi- 
ties hither,  not  only  as  to  a  market,  but  as  to  a  ma- 
gazine, where  they  lodae  till  they  are  invited  abroad 
toother  and  better  markets. 

N  4  Order 
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Order  and  ^xft^fhefs  W  iftarfagi ng  their  trade,' which 
brings  theih  ^ORKAoditiiid'  m  ^reflit-  abPMd.  This  ^a« 
firit  introduced  by  feVere  laws  and  penalties;  but  ta 
fince  grown  into  6uftom.  Thus  th*e  have  been  a- 
bove  thirty  feveral  placarts  about  the  mUriner  ^rf'tu^ 
ring,  picWing,  and  barrelling  herrings.  Thus  att 
arms,  made  at  Utrecht,  are  forfeited,  if  fold  without 
mark,  or  marked  without  trial.  And  I  obferved  in 
their  India-houfe,  that  all  the  pieces  of  fcarlet,  which 
arefent  in  great  quantities  to  thofe  parts,  arc  marked 
^ith  the  Englifh  arms,  and  infcriptions  in  Englifli ; 
by  which  tfiey  maintain  the  credit  gained  to  that 
commodity  by  our  former  trade  to  parts  where  it  is 
row  loft  or  decayed. 

The  government  managed  either  by  men  that  trade, 
or^hole  families  have  rilen  by  \t^  or  who  have  them- 
fcivcs  feme  intereft  going  in  other  men's  traffic,  or 
Who  are  born  and  bred  in  towns  the  foul  and  being 
whereof  confifts  wholly  in  trade ;  which  makes  furc 
of  all  favour,  that,  from  time  to  time,  grows  necef- 
fary,  and  can  be  given  it  by  the  government. 

The  cuftom  of  every  town's  aftcfting  Ibme  particu- 
lar commerce  or  ftaple,  valuing  itfelf  thereupon,  and 
fo  improving  it  to  the  greateft  height :  as  Flufhing^ 
by  that  of  the  Weft-Indies ;  Middleburgh,  of  French 
wines  ;  Terveer,  by  the  Scots  ftaple  \  Dort,  by  the 
Englifti  ftaple,  and  Rhenifti  wines ;  Rotterdam,  by 
the  Englifh  and  Scotch  trade  at  large,  and  by  French 
wines;  Lcyden,  by  the  manufacture  of  all  forts  of 
ftuffs,  filk,  hair,  gold  andfilver-,  Haerlem,  by  linen, 
mixt  ftuffs,  and  flowers  ;  Delft,  by  beer  and  Dutch 
porcelane  ;  Surdam,  by  the  built  of  Ships  ;  Enchuy- 
fen  and  Mazland-fluys,  by  herring^filhing  ;  Friez- 
land,  by  the  Greenland  trade  -,  and  Amfterdam  by 
that  of  the  Eaft-Indies,  Spain,  and  the  Straits. 

The  great  application  of  the  whole  Province  to  the 
fifhing- trade  upon  the  coafts  of  England  and  Scot- 
land, 
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]an4>  which  employs  an  incredible  number  of  (hips 
and  ieamen,.  and  fupplies  moft  of  che  fouthern  paru 
of  Europe  widi  a  rich  and  neceflary  commodity. 

The  laCk  I  (hall  mention  is,  the  mighty  advance 
they  have-made  towards  engroffing  the  whole  com- 
merce of  the£aft-Indies^  by  their  fuccefles  againft 
the  Portuguefe,  and  ^by  their  many  wars  and  vidp* 
lies  againll  the  natives,  whereby  they  have  forced 
them  to  treaties  of  commerce,  excJufivc  to  all  other 
nations,  and  to  the  admiflion  of  forts  to  be  built  up-> 
on  ftraits  and  pailes  that  command  the  entrances 
into  the  traffic  of  fuch  places.  This  has  been  atchiev- 
cd  by  the  multitude  of  their  people  and  mariners, 
that  has  been  able  to  furnifti  every  year  fp  many  great 
fliips  for  fuch  voyages,  and  to  fupply  the  lols  of  fo 
many  lives,  as  the  changes  of  climate  have  coft,  be- 
fore they  learnt  the  method  of  Kving  in  them  ;  by 
the  vaftnefs  of  the  flock  that  has  been  turned  wholly 
to  that  trade ;  and  by  the  conduct  and  application 
of  the  Ealt-India  company,  who  have  managed  it 
like  a  commonwealth,  rather  than  a  trade,  and  there* 
by  raifed  a  State  in  the  Indies,  governed  indeed  by 
the  orders  of  the  company,  but  otherwife  appearing 
to  thofe  nations  like  a  fovereign  State,  making  war 
and  peace  with  their  greateft  Kings,  and  able  to  bring 
to  fea  forty  or  fifty  men  of  war,  and  thirty  thoufand 
•Irten  at  land,  by  the  modefteft  computations.  The 
Hock  of  this  trade,  befides  what  it  turns  to  in  France, 
Spain,  Italy,  the  Straits,  and  Germany,  makes  them 
ib  great  matters  in  the  trade  of  the  northern  parts  of 
Europe,  as  Mufcovy,  Poland^  Pomerania,  and  all  the 
Baltic  *,  where  the  fpices,  that  are  an  Indian  drug, 
and  European  luxury,  command  all  the  commodities 
hf  thofe  countries,  which  are  fo  neceflary  to  life,  as 
their  corn  ;  and  to  navigation,  as  hemp,  pitch,  mafts, 
planks,  and  iron. 

Thus 
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.  i^ihus  the  trade  of  tbU  country  is  difcovercd  to  be 
CO  dBTcdb  of  common  contrivances,  of  natural  diipo* 
ficions  or  iituaitipn,  or  of  trivial  accidents ;  but  of  a 
greattConcurrcAce  of  orcumftances,  a  long  courfe  of 
time,  force  of  orders  and  method,  which  never  be- 
fore met  in  the  world  to  fuch  a  degree,  or  with  fo 
prodigious  a  fuccefs,  and  perhaps  never  will  agaia. 
.Having  gro^n  (to  fum  up  all)  from  the  fituation  of 
their  country,  extended  upon  the  Tea,  divided  by  two 
fuch  rivers  as  the  Rhine  and  the  Maes,  with  the  vi^ 
4!initf  of  the  Ems,  Wcfcr,  and  Elve  -,  from  the  con- 
iluencfc  of  people  out  of  Flanders,  England,  France, 
and  Germany,  invited  by  the  firength  of  their  towns, 
and  by  the  conftitutions  and  credit  of  their  govern- 
ment •,  by  the  liberty  of  confcience,  and  fecurity  of 
]ife  and  goods  (fubje&ed  only  to  conftant  laws)  i 
from  general  induftry  and  parfimony,  occalioned  by 
the  multitude  of  people,  and  fovallnefs  of  coun- 
try •,  from  cheapnefe  and  eafmefs  of  carriage,  by  con- 
venience of  canals ;  from  low  ufe,  and  dearneis  of 
land,  which  turn  money  to  trade  *,  the  inftitution  of 
banks  ;  falc  by  regiftry  •,  care  of  convoys  ;  fmallnefs 
of  cuftoms  ;  freedom  of  ports ;  order  in  trade;  inter- 
eft  of  perfons  in  the  government  ;  particular  traffic 
affe&cd  to  particular  places  -,  application  to  the  fi(h- 
cry  -,  and  acquifitions  in  the  Eaft -Indies. 

It  is  no  conftant  rule.  That  trade  makes  riches  %  for 
there  may  be  a  trade  that  impoverifhes  a  nation  :  as 
it  is  not  going  often  to  market  that  enriches  the  coun- 
tryman -,  but,  on  tke  contrary,  if,  every  time  he  comes 
there,  he  buys  to  a  greater  value  than  he  fells,  he 
grows  the  poorer  the  oftcner  he  goes  :  but  the  only 
and  certain  fcale  of  riches,  arifing  from  trade  in  a 
nation,  is  the  proportion  of  what  is  exported  for  the 
confumption  of  others,  to  what  is  imported  for  their 
own. 

Th^ 
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.  The  true  gnoupd'of  this  proportion  lies  in  the  ge- 
neral induftry  andparfimony  of  a  people,  or  in  the 
contrary  of  both,  jnduftry  increafes  the  native  com- 
modity, cither  m  the  produdt  of  the  jfoil,  or  the  ma- 
nufadures  of  die*  country,  which  raifes  the  (lock  for 
exportation.  ,Pa;;fimony  Icflens  the.confumption  of 
their  own,:/is.j7ell  as  of  foreign  commodities  i  and 
not  only^ates.the  importation. by  the  laft,  but  in- 
creafes •  the  exportation  by  the  firft  j.  for,  of  all  na- 
tive conunodittes,  the  lefs  is  confumedin  a  country, 
the  more  is  exported  abroad  ;  then;  being  no  com- 
modity, but,  at  one  price  or  other,  will  find  a  mar- 
ket, which  they  will  be  mailers  of,  who  can  afford 
it  cheapeft  :  fuch  are  always  the  moil  indiiflrious  and 
parfimonious  people,  who  can  thrive  by  prices  upoa- 
which  the  lazy  and  expenfive  cannot  live. 

The  vulgar  miftake,.  that  iinportation  of  foreign 
war^s^.  if  purchaied  abroad  with  native  commodities, 
and  not  witH  money,  does  not  make  a  nation  poorer, . 
i  but  what  every  man,  that  gives  himfclf  letfure  to 
{hink,  mud  immediately  redlity,  by  finding  out,  that, 
*  upon  the  end  of  an  account  between  a  nation,  and  all 
they  deal  with  abroad,  whatever  the  exportation  wants 
in  value,  to  balance  that  of  the  importation,  mud  of 
necefljty  be  made  up  with  ready  money. 

By  this  we  find  out  the  foundation  of  the  riches  of 
Holland,  as  of  their  trade  by  the  circumdances  al- 
ready rehearfed.  For  never  any  country  traded  fo 
much,  and  .coofumed  fo  little  :  they  buy  infinitely, 
but  it  is  to  fell  again,  either  upon  improvement  of  the 
commodity,  or  at  a  better  market.  They  are  the 
great  n'.aders  of  the  Indian  fpices,  and  of  the  Per- 
iian  filks,  but  wear  plain  woollen,  and  feed  upon  their 
own  filh  and  roots.  Nay,  they  fell  the  fined  of  their 
own  cloth  to  France,  and  buy  coarfe  out  of  England 
for  their  own  wear.  They  fend  abroad  the  bed  of 
their  own  butter  into  all  parts,    and  buy  the  cheap- 
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€ft  out  of  Ireland,  or  the  north  of  Eftgla(id»  for  their 
dwn  ufe.  In  (hort,  they  flirnifh  infinite lOitUiy^^ch 
they  never  praftife,  and  traffic  in  pleaftfrcs  which 
they  never  taftew 

The  Gentlemen  and  officers  of  the  artny  chang6 
their  cloaths  and  their  modes  like  their  neighbours'. 
But,  among  the  whole  body  of  the  civil  magiftrates^ 
the  merchants,  the  rich  traders,  and  citizens  in  ge- 
neral, the  fafliions  continue  ftill  the  fame ;  and  others 
as  conftant  among  the  feamen  and  boors ;  ip  that 
men  leave  off  their  cloaths  only  becaufe  they  arb 
worri  out,  and  not  becaufe  they  are  out  of  fafhion. 

Their  great  foreign  confumption  is  French  wine 
and  bflmdy ;  but  that  may  be  allowed  them  as  the  on- 
ly reward  they  enjoy  of  all  their  pains,  and  as  that  a- 
lone  which  makes  them  rich  and  happy  in  their  vo- 
luntary poverty,  who  would  otherwife  feem  poor  and 
wretched  in  their  real  wealth.  Befides,  what  they 
Ipend  in  wine,  they  fave  in  corn  to  make  other  drinks, 
which  is  bought  from  foreign  parts.  And,  upon  a 
preflure  of  their  affairs,  we  lee  now,  for  two  years  to- 
gether, they  have  denied  themfelves  even  this  com- 
tort,  among  all  their  Ibrrows,  and  made  up  in  paf- 
fivc  fortitude,  whatever  they  have  wanted  in  the  ac* 
tive. 

Thus  it  happens,  that  much  going  conftantly  out^ 
either  in  commodity,  or  in  the  labour  of  fea-faring 
men,  and  little  coming  in  to  be  confumed  at  home  ; 
the  reft  returns  in  coin,  and  fills  the  country  to  that 
degree,  that  more  filvcr  is  feen  in  Holland,  among 
the  common  hands  and  purfes,  than  brafs  either  in 
Spain  or  in  France  -,  though  one  be  fo  rich  in  the  beft 
r.ativc  commodities,  and  the  other  drain  all  the  trea- 
lures  of  the  Weft-Indies. 

By  all  this  account  of  their  trade  and  riches,  it  will 
i'jx^car,  that  fome  of  our  maxims  are  not  fo  certain, 
*:;  thry  arc  current,  in  our  common  politics.    As, 
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firft^thatlpeample,  and  cnGOuragemcnt  of  cfxccfs  and 
luxury,,  if  employed  in  thfc  confumption  of  native 
commodities)  is  of  advantage  to  trade :  it  may  be  fa 
to  that  which  impoverifliea,  but  it  is  not  to  that  which 
enriches  a  country;  and  is  indeed  lefs  prejudicial,  if 
It  lie  in  native,  than  in  foreign  wares.  But  thecuftom 
or  humour  of  luxury  and  expcnce  cannot  ftop  at  cer- 
tain bounds  ;  what  begins  in  native,  will  proceed  in 
foreign  commodities ;  and,  though  the  example  arife 
among  idle  perfons,  yet  the  imitation  will  run  into  all 
degrees,  even  of  thofe  men  by  whofe  induftry  the  na- 
tion fubfifts.  And  befides,  the  more  of  our  own  we 
Ipend,  the  lefs  we  (hall  have  to  fend  abroad  -,  and  fo 
it  will  come  to  pafs,  that,  while  we  drive  a  vaft  trade, 
yet,  by  buying  much  more  than  we  fell,  we  fliall  come 
to  be  poor  :  whereas,  when  we  drove  a  very  fmall 
traffic  aoroad,  yet,  by  felling  fo  much  more  than  we 
bought,  we  were  very  rich  in  proportion  to  our  neigh- 
boors-  This  appeared  in  Edward  IIPs  time,  whcr^ 
we  maintained  fo  mighty  wars  in  France,  and  carried 
our  viftorious  arms  into  the  heart  of  Spain  :  whereas,. 
in  the  28th  year  of  that  King's  reign,  the  value  and 
cuftom  of  ail  our  exported  commodities  amounted 
tio  294184  1.  17  s.  2  d.  and  that  of  imported,  but  to 
38^701.  3  s.  6d.  So  as  there  muft  have  entered 
that  year  into  the  kingdom  in  coin,  or  bullion  (or 
elle  have  grown  a  debt  to  the  nation)  2552 14 1.  1 3  s. 
8  dl  And  yet  we  then  carried  out  our  wools  un- 
wrqughr,  and  brought  in  a  great  part  of  our  cloaths 
,!from  Flanders. 

,  .  Another  common  maxim  is,  that  if,  by  any  fo- 
reign invafion,  or  fervitude,  the  State,  and  confequent- 
ly  the  trade,  of  Holland  fhould  be  ruined,  the  laft 
,lw>uldof  courfefall  to  our  Jfharc  in  England.  Which 
ji?  no  confequence  ;  for  it  would  certainly  break  into 
'fcveral  pieces, and  fhift,  either  to  us,  to  Flanders,  to 
tiie  Hans  Towns,  or  any  other  parts,  according  as 
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the  moft  of  thofe  circumlUnces^ihould  anywhere 
concur  to  invite  it  (and  the  likefl  to  fuch)  as  appear  tq 
have  formerly  drawn  it  into  Hollawl,  by  fo  mighty  a 
confluence  of  people^  and  fo  genenJ  a  vein  of  induf* 
try  and  parfimony  among  them.  And  whoever  pre- 
tends to  equal  their  growth  in  trade  and  riches,  by 
other  ways  than  fuch  as  are  already  enumerated,  will 
prove,  I  doubt,  either  to  deceive,  or  to  be  deceived. 

A  third  is,  that  if  that  State  were  reduced  to  great 
extremities,  fo  as  to  become  a  Province  to  fome  great- 
er power,  they  would  chufe  our  fubjeftion  rather  than 
any  other  ;  or  thofe,  at  leaft,  that  are  the  maritime, 
and  the  richeftof  the  Provinces.  But  it  will  be  more 
reafonaoly  concluded,  from  jail  the  former  difcourfes, 
that,  though  they  may  be  divided  by  abfolute  con- 
quefts,  they  will  never  divide  themfelves  by  confent, 
but  all  fall  one  way,  and,  by  common  agreement, 
make  the  bed  terms  they  can  for  their  country,  as  a 
Province,  if  not  as  a  State :  and,  before  they  come  to 
fuch  an  extremity,  they  will  firil  feek  to  be  admitted, 
as  a  Bdgic  circle,  in  the  Empire  (which  they  were 
of  old)  and  thereby  receive  the  protcftion  of  that 
mighty  body,  which  (as  far  as  great  and  fmaller  things 
may  be  compared)  fecms  the  likeft  their  own  State  in 
its  main  conftitutions,  but  efpecially  in  the  freedom 
or  fovereignty  of  the  imperial  cities.  And  this  I  have 
often  heard  their  Minifters  fpcak  of,  as  their  laft  re- 
fuge, in  cafe  of  being  threatened  by  too  llrong  and 
fatal  aconiundure. 

And,  it  this  fliould  happen,  the  trade  of  the  Pro- 
vinces would  rather  be  preferved  or  increafed,  than 
any  way  broken  or  deftroyed,  by  fuch  an  alteration  of 
their  State,  becaufe  the  liberties  of  the  country  would 
continue  what  they  are,  and  the  fecurity  would  be 
greater  than  now  it  is. 

The  laft  I  will  mention  is  of  another  vein  :  That,  if 

the  Prince  of  Orange  were  made  Sovereign  of  thdr 
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countiy,  though  by  fbrrign  arms,  he  would  be  a  great 
Prince,  becaofe  this  now  appears  to  be  <b  great  a 
State.  Whereas,  on  the  contnuy,  thofe  Provinces 
would  foon  become  a  very  mean  ceontry.  For  fuch 
a  power  muft  be  maintained  by  force,  as  it  would  be 
acquired,  and  as  indeed  all  abfolote  dominion  muft 
be  in  thole  Provinces.  This  would  raife  genera)  dil*-^ 
concents  y  and  thofr  perpetual  ledirions  among  the 
towns^  which  would  change  the  orders  of  the  country; 
endanger  the  property  of  private  men,  and  (hake  the 
credit  and  fatety  of  the  governtncnt  :  whenever  this 
fhould  happen,  the  people  would  fcatter,  induftry 
would  faint,  banks  would  diflblve,  and  trade  would 
decay  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  probably,  in  courfe  of 
tkncy  the  very  digues  would  be  no  longer  maintained 
by  the  defences  of  a  weak  people,  againft  fo  furious 
an  invader ;  but  the  lea  wouU  break  in  upon  their 
land,  and  leave  their  chiefefi  cities  to  be  fiiher  towns 
as  they  were  of  old. 

Without  any  fuch  great  revolutions,  I  am  of  opi- 
nion, that  trade  has,  for  fome  years  ago,  pad  its  me- 
ridian, and  begun  fenfsbly  to  decay  among  them  : 
whereof  there  feem  to  be  fcveral  caufes  •,  as,  fklV,  the 
general  application,  that  fo  many  other  nations  have 
made  to  it,  within  thefe  two  or  three  and  twenty  years. 
For  fince  the  peace  of  Munfter,  which  refh>red  the 
qfoiet  of  Chriftendom  in  164S,  not  only  Sweden  and 
Denmark,  but  France  and  England,  have  more  par- 
ticularly, than  ever  before,  bufied  the  thoughts  and 
councils  of  theh-  leveral  governments,  as  vitll  as  the 
humours  of  their  people,  about  the  matters  of  trade. 

Nor  has  this  happened  without  good  degrees  of  fuc- 
cefs ;  though  kingdoms  of  fuch  extent,  that  have 
other  and  nobler  foundations  of  greatnefs,  cannot  raife 
trade  to  fuch  a  pitch,  as  this  little  State,  which  had 
no  other  to  build  upon  ;  no  more  than  a  man,  who 
has  a  iair  and  plentiful  cftate,  can  fall  to  labour  and 
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induftry,  like  one  that  has  nothing  elfe  to  truft  to  for 
the  fupport  of  his  life.  But,  however,  all  thefe  na- 
tions have  come,  of  late,  to  fhare  largely  with  them  \ 
and  there  feem  to  be  grown  too  many  traders  for  trade 
in  the  world,  fo  as  they  can  hardly  live  one  by  an^ 
other.  As  in  a  great  populous  village,  the  firft  gro- 
cer, or  mercer,  that  fets  up  among  them,  grows  pre* 
fencly  rich,  having  all  the  cuftom  ;  until  another,  en^ 
couraged  by  his  fuccefs,  comes  to  let  up  by  him,  and 
fhare  in  his  gains ;  at  length  fo  many  fall  to  the  trade, 
that  nothing  is  got  by  it  y  and  fome  mud  give  over, 
or  all  muft  break. 

Not  many  ages  part,  Venice  and  Florence  poflefled 
all  the  trade  ot  Europe  *,  the  lad  by  their  manufac- 
tures i  but  the  firft  by  their  (hipping  :  and  the  whole 
trade  of  Pcrfia  and  the  Indies,  whofe  commodities  were 
brought  (thoie  by  land,  and  thefe  by  the  Arabian  fea) 
to  Egypt,  from  whcAce  they  were  fetched  by  the  Ve- 
netian Heets,  and  difperfed  into  mod  of  the  parts  of 
Europe  :  and  in  thofe  times  we  find  the  whole  trade 
of  England  was  driven  by  Venetians,  Florentines,  and 
Lombards.  The  Eafterlings,  who  were  the  inhabi* 
unts  of  the  Hans  Towns,  as  Dantzick,  Lubeck, 
Hamburgh,  and  others  upon  that  coafl,  fell  next  into 
trade,  and  managed  all  that  of  thefe  northern  parts  for 
many  years,  and  brought  it  Hrft  down  to  Bruges,  and 
from  thence  to  Antwerp.  The  firft  navigations  of 
the  Portugucfe  to  the  Eaft-Indies  broke  the  greatnefs 
of  the  Venetian  trade,  and  drew  it  to  Lilbon  :  and 
the  revolt  of  the  Netherlands,  that  of  Antwerp  to 
Holland.  But,  in  all  this  time,  the  other  and  greater 
nations  of  Europe  concerned  themfelves  little  in  it ; 
their  trade  was  war ;  their  counfels  and  enterprifes 
were  bufied  in  the  quarrels  of  the  Holy  Land,  or  in 
thofe  between  the  Popes  and  Emperors  (both  of  thcL 
fame  forge,  engaging  all  chriitian  Princes,  and  ending 
in  the  greatnefs  of  the  Eccleiiaftical  Sute  throughout 
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Chriftendom  :)  fometimcs,  in  the  might jr  wars  be- 
tween England  and  France,  between  France  and 
Spain  :  the  more  general  between  Chriftians  and 
Turks  ;  or  more  particular  quarrels,  between  lefler 
and  neighbouring  Princes.  In  (hort,  the  kingdoms 
and  principalities  were  in  the  world,  like  the  Noble- 
men and  Gentlemen  in  a  country  *,  the  free  ftates  and 
cities,  like  the  merchants  and  traders  :  thefe  at  firft 
defpifed  by  the  others  •,  the  others  ferved  and  revered 
by  them  ;  until,  by  the  various  courfe  of  events  in 
the  world,  fome  of  thefe  came  to  grow  rich  and  pow- 
erful by  induftry  and  parfimony  •,  and  fome  of  the 
others,  poor  by  war  and  by  luxury  :  which  made  the 
traders  begin  to  take  upon  them,  and  carry  it  like 
Gentlemen ;  and  the  Gentlemen  begin  to  take  a  fancy 
of  falling  to  trade.  By  this  (hort  account  it  will  ap- 
pear no  wonder,  either  that  particular  places  grew  fo 
rich  and  fo  mighty,  while  they  alone  enjoyed  almoft 
the  general  trade  of  the  world  -,  nor  why  not  only  the 
trade  in  Holland,  but  the  advantage  of  it  in  general, 
fliould  feem  to  be  leflened  by  fo  many  that  fhare  it. 

Another  caufe  of  its  decay  in  that  State  may  be, 
that,  by  the  mighty  progrefs  of  their  Eaft-India  com- 
pany, the  commodities  of  that  country  are  grown 
more  than  thefe  parts  of  the  world  can  take  off;  and, 
confequently,  the  ratesx)f  them  muft  needs  be  leflened, 
while  the  charge  is  increafcd  by  the  great  wars,  the 
armies,  and  forts,  neceflary  to  maintain,  or  extend, 
the  acquifitions  of  that  company  in  the  Indies.  For, 
inllead  of  five  or  fix  Eaft-India  fhips,  which  ufed  to 
make  the  fleet  of  the  year,  they  are  now  rifen  to 
eighteen  or  twenty  (I  think  two  and  twenty  came  in 
one  year  to  the  United  Provinces.)  This  is  the  reafon 
why  the  particular  perfons  of  that  company  in  Hol- 
land make  not  fo  great  advantage  of  the  fame  ftock, 
as  thofe  of  ours  do  in  England  ;  though  their  com- 
pany be  very  much  richer,  and  drives  a  far  greater 
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trade  than  ours,  which  is  exhaufled  by  no  charge  tj/S 
armies,  or  forts,  or  fhips  of  war  :  and  this  is  the  rc5>- 
fon,  that  the  Dutch  are  forced  to  keep  fo  long  and  fi> 
much  of  thofe  commodities  in  their  magazines  here, 
and  to  bring  them  out,  only  as  the  markets  call  foiF 
them,  or  are  able  to  take  off;  and  why  they  bring  fi> 
much  lefs  from  the  Indies  than  they  were  able  to  do, 
if  there  were  vent  enough  here :  I  remember,  one  of 
their  feamen,  newly  landed  out  of  their  Eaft-India 
fleet,  in  the  year  69,  upon  difcourfe  in  a  boat  between 
Dclf  and  Leyden,  faid,  he  had  feen,  before  he  came 
away,  three  heaps  of  nutmegs  burnt  at  a  time,  eaciv 
of  which  was  more  than  a  fmall  church  could  ■lokl, 
which  he  pointed  at  in  a  village  that  was  in  fi^.^-.r. 

Another  caufe  may  be  the  great  cheapnefsoic\. rn, 
which  has  been  for  thefe  dozen  years,  or  more,  gt- r.(^- 
ral  in  all  thefe  parts  of  Europe,  and  which  has  a  very 
great  influence  upon  the  trade  of  Holland.  For  a 
great  vent  of  Indian  commodities  (at  leafl:  the  fpices^ 
which  are  the  grofs  of  them)  ufed  to  be  made  into 
the  northern  parts  of  Europe,  in  exchange  for  corn,^ 
while  it  was  taken  off  at  good  rates  by  the  markets  of 
Flanders,  England,  France,  Spain,  or  Italy  •,  in  all 
which  countries  it  has  of  late  years  gone  fo  low,  as  to 
difcourage  the  import  of  fo  great  quantities,  as  ufed 
to  come  from  Poland  and  Pruflia,  and  other  parts  of 
the  north.  Now  the  lefs  value  thofe  nations  receive 
for  corn,  the  lefs  they  are  able  to  give  for  fpice  •,  whicb 
is  a  great  lofs  to  the  Dutch  on  both  fides,  leffcning 
the  vent  of  their  Indian  ware  in  the  Northern,  and 
the  trafiic  of  corn  in  the  Southern  parts.  The  caufc 
of  this  great  cheapnefs  of  corn  feems  to  be,  not  fa 
much  a  courfe  of  plentiful  and  feafonable  years,  as 
the  general  peace  that  has  been  in  Europe  fince  the 
year  59,  or  60 ;  by  which  fo  many  men  and  fo  much 
land  have  been  turned  to  hufl^andry,  that  were  before 
employed  in  the  wars,  or  lay  wafted  by  tliem  in  all 
3  the 
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the  frontier  provinces  of  France  and  Spain^  as  well  as 
throughout  Germany,  before  the  peace  of  Munfter  \ 
and  in  England  during  the  aftions  or  confequences  of 
a  civil  war  :  and  plenty  grows  not  to  a  height,  but  by 
the  fucceffion  of  feveral  peaceful  as  well  as  feafonabJo, 
years. 

The  laft  caufe  I  will  mention  is  the  mighty  en- 
largement of  the  city  of  Amfterdam,  by  that  which  is 
called  the  New  Town  ;  the  extent  whereof  is  fo  fpa- 
cious,  and  the  buildings  of  fo  much  greater  beauty 
and  coft  than  the  old,  that  it  muft  have  employed  a 
vaft  proportion  of  that  ftock  which  in  this  city  was 
before  wholly  turned  to  trade.  Befides  there  feems 
to  have  been  growing  on,  for  thefe  later  years,  a  great 
vie  of  luxury  and  expence  among  many  of  the  mer- 
chants of  that  town,  than  was  ever  formerly  known : 
which  was  obferved  and  complained  of,  as  well  as  the 
enlargement  of  their  city,  by  fome  of  the  wifeft  of 
their  Minifters,  while  I  refided  among  them,  who  de- 
figned  fome  regulations  by  fumptuary  laws  \  as  know- 
ing the  very  foundations  of  their  trade  would  foon  be 
undermined,  if  the  habitual  induftry,  parfimony,  and 
fimplicity  of  their  people  came  to  be  over-run  bv 
luxury,  idlencfs,  and  excefs.  However  it  happeneci, 
I  found  it  agreed  by  all  the  moft  diligent  and  cir- 
cumfpeft  enquiries  I  could  make,  that,  in  the  years 
69  and  70,  there  was  hardly  any  foreign  trade  among 
them,  befides  that  of  the  Indies,  by  which  the  traders 
made  the  returns  of  their  money  without  lofs  ;  and 
none,  by  which  the  common  gain  was  above  two  or 
three  in  the  hundred.  So,  as  it  feems  to  be  with 
trade,  as  with  the  fea  (its  element)  that  has  a  certain 
pitch  above  which  it  never  rifes  in  the  higheft  tides, 
and  begins  to  ebb,  as  foon  as  ever  it  ceafes  to  flow ; 
and  ever  lofes  ground  in  one  place,  proportionable  to 


what  it  gains  in  another. 
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CHAP,    VIL 
Of  their  forces  and  revenues. 

TH  E  ftrength  and  forces  of  a  kingdom,  or  ftate, 
were  meafured,  in  former  ages,  by  the  numbers 
ot  native  and  warlike  fubjedts  which  they  could  draw 
into  the  field,  upon  any  war.  with  their  neighbours. 
National  quarrels  were  decided  by  national  armies^ 
not  by  ftipendiary  forces  (raifed  with  money,  or  main- 
tained by  conftant  pay.)  In  the  feveral  kingdoms  and 
principalities  of  Europe,   the  bodies  of  their  armies 
were  compofed,  as  they  are  ftill  in  Poland,  of  the  No- 
bility and  Gentry,  who  were  bound  to  attend  their 
Princes  to  the  wars,  with  certain  numbers  of  armed 
men,  according  to  the  tenure  and  extent  of  the  feve- 
ral lordftiips  and  lands  they  held  of  the  crown  :  where 
thefe  were  not  proportionable  to  the  occafion,  the  reft 
were  made  up  of  fubjefts  drawn  together  by  love  of 
their  Prince  or  their  country,  by  defire  of  conquefts 
and  fpoils,  or  neceflity  of  defence  ;  held  together  by 
allegiance  or  religion  \  and  fpirited  by  honour,    re- 
venge, or  avarice  (not  of  what  they  could  get  from 
their  leaders,  but  from  their  enemies.)     A  battle  or 
two,  fairly  fought,  decided  a  war  -,  and  a  war  ended 
the  quarrel  of  an  age,  and  either  loft  or  gained  the 
caufe  or  country  contended  for  :  till  the  change  of 
times  and  accidents  brought  it  to  a  new  decifion  •,  till 
the  virtues  and  vices  of  Princes  made  them  ftronger 
or  weaker,  either  in  the  love  and  obedience  of  their 
people,  or  in  fuch  orders  and  cuiloms  as  rendered 
their  fubjefts   more  or  lefs   warlike   or  effeminate. 
Standing  forces,  or  guards  in  conftant  pay^  were  no 
where  ufed  by  lawful  Princes  in  their  native  or  here- 
ditary counties,  but  only  by  conquerors  in  fubdued 
provinces,  or  ufurpers  at  home  •,  and  were  a  defence 
only  againft  fubjedb,  not  againft  enemies. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  orders  fecm  firft  to  have  been  changed  in 
Europe  by  the  two  States  of  Venice  and  Holland  : 
both  of  them  fmall  in  territories  at  land,  and  thofe 
extended  in  frontier  upon  powerful  neighbours  ;  both 
of  them  weak  in  number  of  native  fubjedts,  and  thofe 
lefs  warlike  at  land,  by  turning  fo  much  to  traffic, 
and  to  fea  :  but  both  of  them  mighty  in  riches  and 
trade  •,  which  made  them  endeavour  to  balance  their 
neighbours  ftrength  in  native  fubjeds  by  foreign  fti- 
pendiary  bands  ;  and  to  defend  their  frontiers  by  the 
arts  of  fortification,  and  ftrength  of  places,  which 
might  draw  out  a  war  into  length  by  lieges,  when 
they  durft  not  venture  it  upon  a  battle ;  and  fo  make 
it  many  times  determine  by  force  of  money,  rather 
than  of  arms.  This  forced  thofe  Princes,  who  fron- 
tiered  upon  the  States,  to  thefe  fame  provifions ;  which 
have  been  increafed  by  the  perpetual  courie  of  wars, 
upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  ever  fince  the  rife  of 
this  State,  until  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees,  between 
Princes  bordering  one  upon  the  other  5  and  fo,  ready 
for  fudden  inroads  or  invafions. 

The  force  therefore  of  thefe  Provinces  is  to  be 
meafured,  not  by  the  number  or  difpofitions  of  their 
fubje£ts,  but  by  the  ftrength  of  their  (hipping,  and 
ftanding- troops,  which  theyconftantly  maintain,  even 
in  time  of  peace  \  and  by  the  numbers  of  both,  which 
they  have  been  able  to  draw  into  the  field,  and  to  fea, 
for  fupport  of  a  war ;  by  their  conftant  revenue  to 
maintain  the  firft ;  and  bythe  temporary  charge  they 
have  been  able  to  furniih  for  fupply  of  the  other. 

I  will  not  enumerate  their  frontier  towns  (which  is 
a  common  theme)  or  the  forces  neceflary  for  the  gar- 
rifons  of  them  ;  nor  the  nature  and  variety  of  their 
taxes  and  impofitions,  though  I  have  an  exad:  lift  of 
them  by  me,  exprefTing  the  feveral  kinds,  rates,  and 
proportions,  upon  every  Province  and  town  :  but  this 
would  fwell  a  difcourfe  with  a  great  deal  of  tedious 
O  3  matter. 
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matter,  and  to  little  purpofe.  I  (hall  therefore  be 
content  only  to  obferve,  what  I  have  informed  my- 
fclf  of  their  forces  and  revenues  in  general,  from  pcr-« 
fons  among  them  the  belt  able  to  give  that  account. 

The  ordinary  revenue  of  this  State  confifts,  either 
in  what  is  levied  in  the  conquered  towns,  and  country 
of  Brabant,  Flanders,  or  the  Rhine  ;  which  is  wholly 
adminiftered  by  the  Council  of  State  :  or  elfe  the  or- 
dinary funds  which  the  Seven  Provinces  provide  every 
year,  according  to  their  feveral  proportions,  upon  the 
petition  of  the  council  of  State,  and  computation  of 
the  charge  of  the  enfuing  year,  given  in  by  them  to 
the  States-General.  And  this  revenue  commonly 
amounts  to  about  one  and  twenty  millions  of  guilders 
a-year  -,  every  mLlUon  making  about  ninety  thoufand 
pounds  Sterling,  intrinfic  value. 

The  chief  funds,  out  of  which  this  rifes,  are,  the 
cxcife  and  the  cuftoms  :  the  firft  is  great,  and  fo  ge- 
neral, that  I  have  heard  it  obferved  at  Amflerdam, 
that,  when,  in  a  tavern,  a  certain  difh  of  lifh  is  eaten 
with  the  ufual  fauce,  above  thirty  feveral  excifes  arc 
paid  for  what  is  neceflary  to  that  fmall  fcrvice.  The 
fail  are  low  and  eafy,  and  applied  particularly  to  the 
Admiralty. 

.  Out  of  this  revenue  is  fupplied  the  charge  of  the 
whole  milice,  of  all  public  officers  of  the  State,  and 
An^bafTadors,  or  Minifters  abroad,  and  the  intereft  of 
about  thirteen  millions  owing  by  the  States-General. 

The  ftanding-forces  in  the  year  1 670,  upon  fo  ge- 
neral a  peace,  and  after  all  reformations,  were  twenty^ 
fix  thoufand  two  hundred  men,  in  ten  regiments  of 
horfe  confifting  of  fifty  troops  ;  and  nineteen  of  foot, 
confiding  of  three  hundred  and  eighty  companies. 
The  conflant  charge  of  thefc  forces  flood  them  in  fix 
millions  one  hundred  and  nineteen  thoufand  guilders 
a-year* 

The 
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The  Admiralties,  in  time  of  peace^  maintain  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  men  of  war,  employed  in  the 
feveral  convoys  of  their  merchants  fleets,  in  a  fqua- 
4iron  of  eight  or  ten  fhips,  to  attend  the  Algerines  and 
other  Corfairs  in  the  Mediterranean ;  and  fome  always 
lying  ready  in  their  havens  for  any  fudden  accidents 
or  occafions  of  the  State.  The  common  expence  of 
the  Admiralties  in  this  equipage,  and  the  built  of 
ihips,  is  about  fix  millions  a-year. 

Befides  the  debt  of  the  Generality,  the  Province  of 
Holland  owes  about  fixty-fivc  millions,  for  which 
they  pay  intereft  at  four  in  the  hundred  ;  but  with 
fo  great  eafe  and  exadtnefs,  both  in  .principal  and 
intereft,  that  no  man  ever  demands  it  twice ;  they 
might  take  up  whatever  money  they  defired«  Who- 
ever is  admitted  to  bring  in  his  money,  takes  it  for  a 
great  deal  of  favour  ;  and,  when  they  pay  off  any  patf 
of  the  principal^  thofe  it  belongs  to  receive  it  with 
tears,  not  knowing  how  to  difpofe  of  it  to  intereft 
with  fuch  fafety  and  cafe.  And  the  common  revenue 
of  particular  men  lies  much  in  the  caritores,  either  of 
the  Generality,  or  the  feveral  ProviA^es^  which  are  the 
regiftries  of  thefe  public  debts. 

Of  the  feveral  impofts  and  excifes,  thofe  that  are 
ypon  certain  and  immoveable  poilefllons  (as  houfes 
and  lands)  are  coUcded  by  the  Magiftfates  of  the  fe- 
veral places^  and  by  thein  paid  in  to  the  receivers^ 
becaufe  both  the  number  and  value  of  th^m  are  con* 
ftant  and  eafily  known.  Thofe,  which  artfe  out  of 
uncertain  confumptions,  are  all  fet  out  to  farm,  and 
to  him  that  bids  moft,  fome  every  three  months, 
fome  every  fix,  and  fome  yearly. 

The  colle6tion^  receipt^  and  diftributk>nof  allpub^ 

lie  monies  are  made  without  any  fee  to  officers,  who 

receive  certain  conftant  falari^s^from  the  State,  which 

they  dare  not  incrcafe  by  any  private  pradtices,  orex^ 

O  4  tortions  : 
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tortions  :  fo,  whoever  has  a  bill  of  any  public  debt, 
has  fo  much  ready  money  in  his  coffers,  being  paid 
certainly  at  call,  without  charge  or  trouble  ;  and  af- 
figned  over  in  any  payment,  like  the  beft  bill  of  ex- 
change. 

The  extraordinary  revenue  is,  when  upon  ibme 
great  occafions,  or  wars,  the  Generality  agrees  to  any 
extraordinary  contributions:  as  fomctimes  the  hun- 
dredth penny  of  the  eftates  of  all  the  inhabitants  ; 
poll,  or  chimney-money  •,  or  any  other  fubfidies,  and 
payments,  according  as  they  can  agree,  and  the  oc- 
cafions require;  which  have  fometimes  reached  fa 
far,  as  even  to  an  impofition  upon  every  man  that 
travels  in  the  common  ways  of  their  country,  by 
boat,   or  in  a  coach  ;  in  waggon,  or  on  horfeback. 

By  all  thefe  means,  in  the  firft  year  of  the  Englifh 
war,  in  1 66 ^^  there  were  1-aifed  in  the  Provinces  for- 
ty millions,  of  which  twenty-two  in  the  Province  of 
Holland.  And,  upon  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter's  inva- 
ding them  at  the  fame  time  by  land,  they  had,  in 
the  year  66^  above  threefcore  thoufand  land-men  in 
pay  \  and  a  Qeec  of  above  an  hundred  men  of  war  at 
fea. 

The  greatnefs  of  this  nation,  at  that  time,  feems 
juftly  to  have  raifed  the  glory  of  ours ;  which,  during 
the  years  6^  and  66,  maintained  a  war,  not  only  a- 
gainft  this  powerful  State,  but  againft  the  crowns  of 
Yrance  and  Denmark  in  conjundtion  with  them  : 
and  all,  at  a  time,  when  this  kingdom  was  forced  to 
ftruggle  at  home  with  the  calamitous  e|Fefts  of  a  ra- 
ging plague,  that,  in  three  months  of  the  firft 
year,  fwcpt  away  incredible  numbers  of  people-,  and 
of  a  prodigious  fire,  that,  in  three  days  of  the  fecond, 
laid  in  afhes  that  antientand  famouscity  of  JLondon 
(the  heart  and  center  of  our  commerce  and  riches) 
cpnfuming  the  greateft  part  of  its  buildings,  and 
an  immenfe  proportion  of  its  wealth.  Yet,  in  the 
midft  of  thefe  fatal  accidents,   thofe  two  fummers 

were 
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were  renowned  with  three  battles  of  the  mightieft 
fleets  that  ever  met  upon  the  ocean  5  whereof  two 
were  determined  by  entire  and  unqueftioned  viftories, 
and  purfuit  of  our  enemies  into  their  very  havens. 
The  third  having  begun,  by  the  unfortunate  divifioa 
of  our  fleet,  with  the  odds  of  ninety  of  their  Ihips  a- 
gainft  fifty  of  ours  ;  and,  in  fpite  of  fuch  difadvan- 
tages,  having  continued,  or  been  renewed,  for  three 
days  together  (wherein  we  were  every  morning  the 
aggrefTors)  ended  at  laft  by  the  equal  and  mutual 
weaknefs  and  wearinefs  of  both  fides,  the  maims  of 
ihips  and  tackling,  with  want  of  powder  and  am- 
munition :  having  left  undecided  the  greatefl:  aftion 
that  will  perhaps  appear  upon  record  of  any  ftory. 
And  in  this  battle,  Monfieur  de  Witt  confefled  to  me. 
That  we  gained  more  honour  to  our  nation,  and  to 
the  invincible  courage  of  our  feamen,  than  by  the 
other  two  vidorics  :  that  he  was  fure  their  men 
could  never  have  been  brought  on  the  two  following 
days,  after  the  difadvantages  of  the  firft  -,  and  he  be- 
lieved no  other  nation  was  capable  of  it  but  ours. 

I  will  not  judge  how  we  came  to  fail  of  a  glorious 
peace  in  the  fix  months  next  fucceeding,  after  the  for- 
tune of  our  laft  viftory,  and  with  the  honour  of  the 
war  :  but  as  any  rough  hand  can  break  a  bone, 
where^  much  art  and  care  are  required  to  fet  it  again, 
and  reftore  it  to  its  firft  ftrength  and  proportion  \  fo 
it  is  an  eafy  part  in  a  Minifter  of  State  to  engage  a 
war,  but  it  is  given  to  few  to  know  the  times,  and 
find  the  ways  of  making  peace.  Yet  when,  after  the 
fenfible  events  of  an  unfortunate  negligence,  an  in- 
difierept  treaty  w^s  concluded  at  Breda,  in  1667, 
within  fix  months  following,  by  an  alliance  with  this 
State  in  January  1668,  (which  was  received  with  in- 
credible joy  and  applaufe  among  them)  his  Ma- 
iefly  became  the  unqueftioned  arbiter  of  all  the  af- 
fairs of  Chriften^om  \  made  a  peace  between  (he  two 

great 
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great  crowns,  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  which  was  avow« 
td  by  all  the  world  to  be  perfcftly  his  own,  and  was 
received  with  equal  applaufe  of  Chriftian  princes 
abroad,  and  of  his  fubjefts  at  home  -,  and  for  three 
years  fuccceding,  by  the  unfhaken  alliance  and  de- 
pendence of  the  United  States,  his  Majefty  remained 
abfolute  mafter  of  the  peace  of  Chriftendom,  and  in 
a  pofture  of  giving  bounds  to  the  greateft,  as  well  as 
proteftion  to  the  weakeft,  of  his  neighbours, 

CHAP.  vm. 

The  cdufes  of  their  fall  in  1672. 

IT  muft  be  avowed,  that  as  this  State,  in  the  courfe 
and  progrefs  of  its  greatnefs  for  fo  many  years 
paft,  has  Ihined  like  a  comet ;  fo,  in  the  revolutions 
of  this  laft  fummer,  it  feemed  to  fall  like  a  meteor, 
and  has  equally  amazed  the  world  by  the  one  and  the 
other.    When  we  confider  fuch  a  power  and  wealth, 
as  was  related  in  the  laft  chapter,  to  have  fallen  in  a 
manner  proftrate  within  the  fpace  of  one  month  ;  fo 
many  frontier  towns,  renowned  in  the  fieges  and  acti- 
ons of  the  Spanifli  wars,  entered  like  open  villages  by 
the  French  troops,  without  defence,  oralmoft  denial ; 
moft  of  them  without  any  blows  at  all,  and  all  of 
them  with  fo  few  -,    their  great  rivers,   that  were 
efteemed  an  invincible  fecurity  td  the  provinces  of 
Holland  and  Utrecht,  pafTed  with  as  much  eafe,  and 
as  fmall  refiftances,  as  little  fords ;  and,  id  fhort,  the 
very  hearts  of  a  nation,  fo  valiant  of  old  againft  Rome, 
fo  obftinate  againft  Spain,   now  fubdued,  and,  in  a 
manner,  abandoning  all  before  their  danger  appear- 
ed :  we  may  juftly  have  our  recourfe  to  the  fecret 
and  fixed  periods  of  all  human  greatnefs,  for  the  ac- 
count of  fuch  a  revolution  -,  or  rather  to  the  unfearch- 
able  decrees  and  irreGftable  force  of  divine  providence  i 
though  it  feems  not  more  impious  to  qucftion  it,  tlian 

to 
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to  meafure  it  by  our  fcalc ;  or  reduce  the  iffues  and 
motions  of  that  eternal  will  and  power  to  a  confor- 
mity with  what  is  cfteemed  juft,  or  wife,  or  good, 
by  the  ufual  confent,  or  the  narrow  comprehenfion 
of  poor  mortal  men. 

But  as,  in  the  fearch  and  confideration  even  of 
things  natural  and  common,  our  talent,  I  fear,  is  td 
talk  rather  than  to  know ;  fo  we  may  be  allowed  to 
enquire  and  reafon  upon  all  things,  while  we  do  not 
pretend  to  certainty,  or  call  that  undeniable  truth, 
which  is  every  day  denied  by  ten  thoufand-,  nor  thofe 
opinions  unreafonable,  which  we  know  to  be  held 
by  fuch  as  we  allow  to  be  reafonable  men.  I  fhall 
therefore  fet  down  fuch  circumftances,  as  to  me  feem 
mod  evidently  to  have  confpired  in  this  revolution ; 
leaving  the  caufes  lefs  difcernible  to  the  fearch  of  more 
difcerning  perfons. 

And,  firft,  I  take  their  vaft  trade,  which  was  an 
occafion  of  their  greatnefs,  to  have  been  one  likewife 
of  their  fall,  by  having  wholly  diverted  the  genius  of 
their  native  fubjefts,  and  inhabitants,  from  arms,  to 
traffic  and  the  arts  of  peace  -,  leaving  the  whole  for- 
tune of  their  later  wars  to  be  managed  by  foreign 
and  mercenary  troops  \  which  much  abafed  the  cou- 
rage of  their  nation  (as  was  obferved  in  another  chap- 
ter) and  made  the  burghers  of  fo  little  moment  to- 
wards the  defence  of  their  towns  ;  whereas  in  the  fa- 
mous fieges  of  Haerlem,  Alcmer,  and  Leyden,  they 
had  made  fuch  brave  and  fierce  defences,  as  broke 
the  heart  of  the  Spanifh  armies,  and  the  fortune  of 
their  affairs. 

Next  was  the  peace  of  Munfter,  which  had  left 
them  now,  for  above  twenty  years,  too  fecure  of  all 
invafions,  or  enemies  at  land  ;  and  fo  turned  their 
whole  application  to  the  ftrength  of  their  forces  at 
ica;  which  have  been  fince  exercifed  with  two  Englifh 
wars  in  that  time,  and  enlivened  with  the  fmall  yearly 
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expeditions  into  the  Straits  againft  the  Algerincs,  and 
other  Corfairs  of  the  Mediterranean. 

Another  was,  their  too  great  parfimony,  in  reform- 
ing fo  many  of  their  beft  foreign  officers  and  troops, 
upon  the  peace  of  Munfter  ;  whofe  valour  and  con- 
duA  had  been  fo  great  occadons  of  inducing  Spain  to 
the  counfels  and  conclufions  of  that  treaty. 

But  the  greateft  of  all  others,  that  concurred  to 
weaken,  and  indeed  break,  the  ftrength  of  their  land 
milice,  was  the  alteration  of  their  State,  which  hap- 
pened by  the  Perpetual  Edid  of  Holland  and  Weft- 
Friezland,  upon  the  death  of  the  laft  Prince  of 
Orange,  for  exclufion  of  the  power  of  Stadtholder  in 
their  Province,  or  at  leaft  the  feparation  of  it  from 
the  charge  of  Captain-General.  Since  that  time,  the 
main  defign  and  application  of  thofe  Provinces  has 
been,  to  work  out,  by  degrees,  all  the  old  officers, 
both  native  and  foreign,  who  had  been  formerly 
fworn  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  were  ftill  thought 
afFeftionate  to  the  intereft  of  that  family ;  and  to  fill 
the  commands  of  their  army  with  the  fons  or  kinf- 
men  of  their  burgomafters,  or  other  officers  or  de- 
puties in  the  State,  whom  they  efteemed  fure  to  the 
conftitutions  of  their  popular  government,  and  good 
enough  for  an  age  where  they  faw  no  appearance  of 
enemy  at  land  to  attack  them. 

But  the  humour  of  kindnefs  to  the  young  Prince, 
both  in  the  people  and  army,  was  not  to  be  diffolved, 
or  difperfed,  by  any  medicines,  or  operations,  either 
of  rigour  or  artifice ;  but  grew  up  infenUbly  with  the 
age  of  the  Prince,  ever  prefaging  fome  revolution  in 
the  State  when  he  Ihould  come  to  the  years  of  afpi- 
ring,  and  managing  the  general  affections  of  the  peo- 
ple j  being  a  Prinpe  who  joined  to  the  great  quali- 
ties of  his  Royal  blood  the  popular  virtues  of  his 
country  •,  filent  and  thoughtful  \  given  to  hear,  and 
to  enquire  j  of  ^  found  and  fteady  underftaqding  & 
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much  firmnefs  in  what  he  once  refolves,  or  once  de- 
nies ;  great  induftry  and  application  to  his  bufinefs, 
little  to  his  pleafures ;  piety  in  the  religion  of  his 
country,  but  with  charity  to  others  ;  temperance 
unufual  to  his  youth,  and  to  the  climate  ;  frugal  inr 
the  common  management  of  his  fortune,  and  yet 
magnificent  upon  occafion  •,  of  great  fpirit  and  heart, 
afpiring  to  the  glory  of  military  aftions,  with  ftrong 
ambition  to  grow  great,  but  rather  by  the  fervice, 
than  by  the  fcrvitude,  of  his  country ;  in  fliort,  a  Prince 
of  many  virtues,  without  any  appearing  mixture  of 
vice. 

In  the  Englifh  war,  begun  the  year  1665,  the  States 
disbanded  all  the  Englifh  troops  that  were  then  left 
in  their  fervice,  difperfing  the  officers  and  foldiers  of 
our  nation,  who  ftaid  with  them,  into  other  compa- 
nies, or  regiments  of  their  own.  After  the  French 
invafion  of  Flanders,  and  the  ftrift  alliance  between 
England  and  Holland  in  1668,  they  did  the  fame  bf 
all  the  French  that  were  remaining  in  their  fervice : 
fo  as  the  feveral  bodies  of  thefe  two  nations,  which 
had  ever  the  greateft  part  in  the  honour  and  fortune 
of  their  wars,  were  now  wholly  diflblved,  and  their 
ftanding  milice  compofed,  in  a  manner,  all  of  their 
own  natives,  enervated  by  the  long  ufes  and  arts  of 
traffic,  and  of  peace. 

But  they  were  too  great  a  match  for  any  of  the 
fmaller  Princes  their  neighbours  in  Germany  •,  and 
too  fecure  of  any  danger  from  Spain,  by  the  know- 
ledge of  their  forces,  as  well  as  difpofitions  ;  and  be- 
ing ftriftly  allied  both  with  England  and  Sweden,  in 
two  feveral  defenfive  leagues,  and  in  one  common 
triple  alliance,  they  could  not  forefce  any  danger 
from  France,  who,  they  thought,  would  never  have 
the  courage,  or  force,  to  enter  the  lifts  with  fo  migh- 
ty confederates  •,  and  who  were  fure  of  a  conjunction, 
3  when- 
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whenever  they  pleafed,  both  with  the  Emperor  and 
Spain » 

Befides,  they  knew  that  France  could  not  attack 
them,  without  paffing  through  Flanders  or  Germa- 
ny :  they  were  fure  Spain  would  not  fuffcr  it  through 
the  firft,  if  they  were  backed  in  oppofing  it,  as  fore- 
feeing  the  inevitable  lofs  of  Flanders,  upon  that  of 
Holland :  and  they  could  hardly  believe,  the  paflage 
fliould  be  yielded  by  a  German  Prince,  contrary  to 
the  exprefs  will  and  intentions  of  the  Emperor,  as 
well  as  the  common  interefts  of  the  empire :  fo  that 
they  hoped  the  war  would,  at  lead,  open  in  their 
neighbours  provinces,  for  whofe  defence  they  refolv- 
cd  to  employ  the  whole  force  of  their  State  j  and  would 
have  made  a  mighty  refiftance,  if  the  quarrel  had  be- 
gun at  any  other  doors,  but  their  own. 

They  could  not  imagine  a  conjundion  between 
England  and  France,  for  the  ruin  of  their  State  ;  for, 
kcing  unacquainted  with  our  conftitutions,  they  did 
not  forefee,  how  we  fhould  find  our  intereft  in  it,  and 
meafured  all  States  by  that  which  they  efteemed  to 
be  their  intereft.  Nor  could  they  believe,  that  other 
Princes  and  States  of  Europe  would  fufFer  fuch  an  ad- 
dition to  be  made  to  the  power  of  France,  as  a  con* 
queft  of  Holland. 

Befides  thefe  public  confiderations,  there  were  o- 
thers  particular  to  the  factions  among  them :  and 
fome  of  their  Minifters  were  neither  forward  nor  fup- 
ple  enough  to  endeavour  the  early  breaking,  or  di- 
verting, fuch  conjundtures  as  threatened  them  j  be- 
caufe  they  were  not  without  hopes,  they  might  end 
in  renewing  their  broken  meafures  with  France  •, 
which  thofe  of  the  commonwealth-party  were  more 
inclined  to,  by  forefeeing  the  influence  that  their  al- 
liances with  England  muft  needs  have  in  time,  to- 
wards the  reftoring  of  the  Prince  of  Orange's  autho- 
rity :  and  they  thought  at  the  worft,  that,  whenever 
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a  pinch  came,  they  could  not  fail  of  a  fafe  bargain, 
in  one  market  or  other,  having  fo  vafl:  a  treafure  rea- 
dy to  employ  upon  any  good  occafion. 

Thefe  confiderations  made  them  commit  three  fa- 
tal overfights  in  their  foreign  negotiations :  for  they 
made  an  alliance  with  England,  without  engaging  a 
confidence  and  friendfhip  :  they  broke  their  meafures 
with  France,  without  clofing  new  ones  with  Spain  : 
^nd  they  reckoned  upon  the  afliftances  of  Sweden, 
and  their  neighbour  Princes  of  Germany,  without 
making  them  fure  by  fubfidiary  advances,  before  a 
war  began. 

Laftly,  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  approaching  the 
iwo  and  twentieth  year  of  his  age,  which  the  States  of 
Holland  had,  fmce  their  alliance  with  his  Majefly  iix 
1 668,  ever  pretended  fhould  be  the  time  of  advancing 
him  to  the  charge  of  Captain-General  and  Admiral 
of  their  forces,  though  without  that  of  Stadtholder. 
But  the  nearer  they  drew  to  this  period,  which  was 
like  to  make  a  new  figure  in  their  government,  the 
more  defirous  fome  of  their  Minifters  feemed,  either 
to  decline,  or  to  reftrain  it.  On  the  other  fide,  the 
Prince  grew  confident  upon  the  former  promifes,  or, 
at  lead,  intimations,  of  Holland,  and  the  concurring 
difpofitions  of  the  other  fix  Provinces  to  his  advance- 
ment :  and  his  party,  fpirited  by  their  hopes,  and  the 
great  qualities  of  this  young  Prince  (now  grown  ripe 
for  aftion,  and  for  enterprife)  refolved  to  bring  this 
point  to  a  fudden  decifion  ;  againft  which,  the  other 
party  prepared,  and  united  all  their  defences  •,  fo  as 
this  ftrong  difeafe,  that  had  been  fo  long  working  in 
the  very  bowels  of  the  State,  feemed  juft  upon  its 
crifis  ;  when  a  conjunftion  of  two  mighty  Kings 
brought  upon  them  a  fudden  and  furious  invafion  by 
land  and  fea,  at  the  fame  time,  by  a  royal  fleet  of  a- 
bove  fourfcore  (hips,  apd  an  army  of  as  many  thou- 
iand  men. 

When 
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When  the  States  faw  this  cloud  ready  to  break  up- 
on them  (after  a  long  belief,  that  it  would  blow  over) 
they  began,  not  only  to  provide  (helter  at  home  wiA 
their  ufual  vigour,  but  to  look  out  for  it  abroad  (tho* 
both  too  late.)  Of  the  Princes  that  were  their  allies,  or 
concerned  in  their  danger,  fuch  as  were  far  off  could 
not  be  in  time  ;  the  nearer  were  unwilling  to  (hare 
in  a  danger  they  were  not  enough  prepared  for  ;  moft 
were  content  to  fee  the  pride  of  this  State  humbled; 
fome  the  injuries  they  had  received  from  them  re- 
venged ;  many  would  have  them  mortified,  that 
would  not  have  them  deftroyed  •,  and  fo  all  refolvcd 
to  leave  them  to  weather  the  ftorm,  as  they  could, 
for  one  campaign  -,  which,  they  did  not  believe,  could 
go  far  towards  their  ruin,  confidering  the  greatnefs  of 
their  riches,  number  of  their  forces,  and  ftrength  of 
their  places. 

The  State,  in  the  mean  time,  had  increafed  their 
troops  to  feventy  thoufand  men,  and  had  begun  to  re- 
pair the  fortifications  of  their  frontier  towns  :  but  ^o 
great  a  length  of  their  country  lay  open  to  the  French 
invafion,  by  the  territories  of  Cologn  and  Liege,  and 
to  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter  (their  inveterate  enemy)  by 
Weftphalia,  that  they  knew  not  where  to  expeft  or 
provide  againft  the  firft  danger  :  and,  while  they  di- 
vided their  forces  and  endeavours  towards  the  fecuring 
of  fo  many  garrifons,  they  provided  for  none  to  any 
purpofe  but  Maeftricht-,  which  the  French  left  behind 
them,  and  fell  in  upon  the  towns  of  the  Rhine,  and 
the  heart  of  their  Provinces. 

Befides,  thofe  Minifters,  who  had  ftill  the  direftion 
of  affairs,  bent  their  chief  application  to  the  ftrength 
and  order  of  their  fleet,  rather  than  of  their  army : 
whether  more  picqued  at  England  than  France,  upon 
the  war  and  manner  of  entering  into  it ;  or  believing 
that  a  viftory  at  fca  would  be  the  way  to  a  peace  with 
this  crown  ;  or,  hoping  their  towns  would  not  fall  lb 
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faft>  but  that,  before  three  or  four  were  loft,  the  bu- 
fincfs  at  fca  would  be  decided :  or,  perhaps,  content 
riiat  fome  ill  fuccefles  fhould  attend  the  Prince  of 
Orange  at  his  firft  entrance  upon  the  command  of 
their  armies,  and  thereby  contribute  to  their  dcfigns 
of  rcftraining  the  authority,  while  they  were  forced 
to  leave  him  the  name,  of  Captain-General.  This, 
indeed,  was  not  likely  to  fail^  confidering  the  ill  con- 
ftitution  of  their  old  army,  the  hafty  levies  of  their 
new,  and  the  height  of  the  faftions  now  broken  out  in 
the  State  ;  which  left  both  the  towns  and  the  troops 
in  fufpence,  under  whofe  banners  they  fought,  and  by 
whofc  orders  they  were  to  be  governed,  the  Prince's 
or  the  State's. 

There  happened,  at  the  fame  time,  an  accident 
unufual  to  their  climate,  which  was  a  mighty  drought 
in  the  beginning  of  the  fummer,  that  left  their  wa- 
ters fordable  in  places  where  they  ufed  to  be  naviga- 
ble for  boatsofgreateft  burden.  And  this  gave  them 
more  trouble  and  diftradion  in  the  defence,  as  their 
enemies  more  facility  in  the  paflage,  of  thofe  great 
rivers,  which  were  efteemed  no  fmall  lecurity  of  their 
country. 

Ana  in  this  pofture  were  the  affairs  of  this  com- 
monwealth, when  the  war  broke  out,  with  thofe  fatal 
events  that  muft  needs  attend  any  kingdom,  or  ftate, 
where  the  violence  of  a  foreign  invafion  happens  to 
meet  with  the  diftrafted  eftate  of  a  domeftic  fcdition 
or  difcontent,  which,  like  ill  humours  in  a  body,  make 
any  fmall  wound  dangerous,  and  a  great  one  mortaL 
They  were  ftill  a  great  body,  but  without  their 
ufual  foul  -,  they  were  a  State,  but  it  was  of  the  dif- 
united  Provinces.  Their  towns  were  without  order  ; 
their  burghers  without  obedience  ;  their  foldiers  with- 
out difcipline  ;  and  all  without  heart :  whereas,  in  all 
fieges,  the  hearts  of  men  defend  the  walls,  and  not 
walls  the  men  :  and,  indeed,  it  was  the  name  of  Eng« 
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land  joining  in  the  war  againft  them,  that  broke  their 
hearts,  and  contributed  more  to  the  lofs  of  fo  manf 
towns,  and  fo  much  country,  than  the  armies  of  Mun- 
fter,  or  France.  So  that,  upon  all  circumftances  con- 
lidered,  it  feems  eafier  to  give  an  account,  what  it  was 
that  lofl:  them  fo  much,  than  what  faved  them  the 
reft. 

No  man  at  play  fees  a  very  great  game,  either  in 
his  own  or  in  another's  hand,  unexpectedly  loft,  but 
he  is  apt  to  confider,  whether  it  could  have  been  faved, 
and  how  it  ought  to  have  been  played.  The  lame 
enquiry  will  be  natural  upon  the  fall  of  this  State,  and 
very  difficult  to  refolve. 

After  the  mighty  growth  of  the  French,  and  decay 
of  the  Spanifh  power,  which  drew  on  the  invafion  of 
Flanders  in  1 66y^  this  State  had  a  very  hard  game  to 
play  i  either  they  muft  fee  Flanders  wholly  loft,  and 
France  grown  to  confine  upon  them  (whom  they  liked 
as  an  ally,  but  dreaded  as  a  neighbour;)  or  elfe  they 
muft  join  with  France  to  divide  Flanders  between 
them  ;  but  they  knew  what  it  was  to  fhare  with  the 
lion  :  or  they  muft  j^in  with  Spain  to  defend  Flan- 
ders againft  France,  that  is,  with  their  old  enemy, 
againft  their  old  friend  :  or,  laftly,  they  muft  join 
with  England  for  the  defence  of  Flanders  •,  nei- 
ther breaking  with  France,  nor  clofing  with  Spain  ; 
and  frame  an  arbitrage,  but  fomething  of  a  rough 
nature  ;  rather  prefcribing  than  mediating  a  peace, 
and  threatening  a  war  upon  that  crown  that  refufed  it. 

They  chofe  the  laft,  and  wifely,  as  all  men  thought ; 
but,  though  this  alliance  was  happily  planted,  yet  it 
was  unhappily  cultivated,  and  fo  the  fruit  came  to 
fall,  and  the  root  to  wither  upon  the  firft  change  of 
feafons,  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  we 
have  lately  feen.  Whether  they  could  have  prevent- 
ed a  conjunftion  of  England  with  France,  ftiall  be  no 
part  of  my  fubjed  ;  for  I  pretend  not  to  know,  or  to 
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tell,  fecrets  of  State  ;  and  intend  thefe,  not  for  the 
obfervations  of  an  ambaffador,  but  of  a  private  man 
as  I  am,  and  fuch  as  any  Gentleman  might  cafily 
have  made,  who  had  rcfided  above  two  years,  as  I  did, 
in  Holland  ;  and  had  been,  as  I  was,  a  little  inclined 
to  obferve.  I  (hall  only  fay,  that  the  conjundion  of 
England  with  France  v/as  to  this  State,  like  one  of 
thofe  difeafes  which,  the  phyficians  fay,  are  hard  to 
difccrn,  while  they  are  eafy  to  cure  •,  but,  when  once 
they  come  to  be  plainly  difcovered,  they  are  paft  re- 
medy. 

But,  as  Holland  had  ever  defended  itfelf  againft 
Spain,  by  England  and  France  ;  fo  it  ought  to  have 
done  againft  France,  by  England  and  Spain,  and  pro* 
vided  early  againft  their  own  danger,  as  well  as  that 
of  Flanders,  by  improving  and  advancing  their  con- 
federate league  with  England  and  Sweden,  into  a  ftrift 
defenfive  alliance  with  Spain,  as  a  principal  in  the 
league  ;  and  by  agreeing  with  that  crown  to  furnifh 
between  them  Ibme  conftant  fubfidiary  payments  to 
Sweden,  for  the  fupport  of  their  ftanding  forces,  even 
in  time  of  peace.  This  was  the  defire  of  Spain,  the 
inttreft  of  all  that  meant  tofecure  the  peace  of  Chri- 
ftendom  ;  and  the  opinion  of  fome  of  the  Dutch  Mi- 
■nifters,  though  not  of  the  chiefeft,  until  it  was  too 
late  :  and  the  omiffion  of  this  was  the  greateft  fault 
ever  committed  in  their  politics  ;  and  proceeded  in  a 
great  meafure  from  their  antient  animofity  to  Spain  ; 
which,  as  it  was  the  beginning,  fo,  by  this  efFeft,  it 
almoft  proved  the  end,  of  their  State. 

When  the  war  began  in  the  midft  of  the  conjunc- 
tures related,  it  is  hard  to  fay  what  could  have  defend* 
cd  them  :  but  as  men  in  a  town,  threatened  with  a 
mighty  fiege,  abandon  their  fubuf bs,  and  flight  thofc 
out-works  which  are  either  weak  of  themlelves  or 
not  well  defenfible  for  want  of  men  -,  and  refolve  only 
to  make  good  thofe  pofts  which  they  are  able  fully  to 
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man,  and  eafily  to  relieve  5  becaufe  the  lofe  of  every 
fmall  out-work  does  not  only  weaken  the  numbeft 
but  fink  the  courage  of  the  garrifon  within  :  {o 
this 'State,  which  came  to  be  in  a  manner  befieged 
by  the  mighty  and  numerous  armies  of  France  and 
of  Munfter>  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  have  left 
themfeives  but  three  out-works  to  maintain  (I  mean 
three  pods  flanding  without  the  lines  diat  inclofed 
the  main  body  of  their  provinces  )  thefe  fhould  have 
been  Maeftricht,  Wefel,  and  Cocverden.  They  fhould 
have  flighted  all  the  reft  of  their  places,  that  lay  with- 
out thefe  upon  the  Rhine,  or  in  Overyflel ;  and  drawn 
the  men  into  thefe  towns,  fo  as  to  have  left  them  ra- 
ther like  camps  than  garrifons  ;  that  is,  eight  thou- 
fand  foot  and  two  thoufand  horfe  in  Maeftricht,  as 
many  in  Wefel,  and  half  the  number  in  Coeverdcn,  if 
the  place  would  contain  them  ;  if  not,  they  might 
have  formed  and  fortified  a  camp,  with  fomething  a 
greater  number,  upon  the  next  pafs  into  Friezland 
and  Groninguen* 

Of  the  reft  of  their  horfe  (which  were,  I  fuppofe^ 
about  five  thoufand)  with  at  leaft  fifteen  thoufand  foot» 
they  Ihould  have  formed  a  great  ftanding  camp  with- 
in their  rivers,  fomewhere  near  Arnhem  -,  fortified  it 
with  cannon,  and  all  the  art  that  could  be ;  furnilhed 
it  with  the  greateft  care,  and  plenty  of  provifions. 
The  remainder  of  their  infantry  would  have  been 
jjy  enough  for  the  reft  of  their  garrifons  j  of  which  the 
towns  upon  the  Yflel,  Doeft)urgh,  Zutphcn,  Daven- 
ter,  and  Swolf,  would  have  been  in  a  manner  flanked 
(though  at  fome  difl:ance)  by  the  ftrong  garrifons  of 
Wefel  and  Coeverden,  and  breafted  by  the  main  camp. 

If,  with  this  difpofition  of  their  forces,  they  had 
provided  well  for  the  ftrength  and  defence  of  Skink- 
fconce,  Nimeguen,  and  Grave  (which  would  like- 
wife  have  lain  within  all  the  cover  of  thefe  out-pofts  ) 
they  might,  for  aught  I  know,  have  expeded  the 
2  war. 
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war,  without  lofing  the  heart  and  fteadinefs  of  their 
counfeis,  and  not  without  probability  of  making  a 
defence  worthy  the  former  greatnefs  and  atchieve- 
ments  of  their  State. 

For  a  (iege  of  Maeftricht  or  Wefel  (fo  garrifoned 
and  refoluteiy  defended)  might  not  only  have  amufed, 
but  endangered,  the  French  armies ;  as  Coeverden 
might  have  done  that  of  Munfter. 
.  The  rcfiftance  of  one  of  thefe  towns  would  have  in- 
creafed  the  ftrcngth  of  all  the  reft  :  for  the  fortune  of 
battles  and  fieges  turns  upon  the  hearts  of  men,  as 
they  are  more  or  lefs  capable  of  general  confidences 
or  fears,  which  are  very  much  raifed  by  accidents  and 
opinions.  It  would  not  have  been  within  any  com- 
mon rules  to  march  fo  far  into  the  country,  as  to  at- 
tack the  Barfe  or  Breda,  Nimeguen  or  Grave,  lea- 
ving fuch  camps  behind  as  thofe  at  Wefel  and  Ma- 
eftricht, and  having  fo  much  a  greater  before  them  as 
that  about  Arnhem.  If  any  of  thefe  three  pofts  had 
been  loft,  yet  it  could  not  have  happened  without 
good  conditions,  and  fo  retiring  the  men  to  ftrengthen 
cither  the  more  inward  garrifons,  or  the  main  camp, 
which  would  have  lain  ready  to  defend  the  palles  of 
their  rivers.  And  if,  at  the  worft,  they  had  failed  in 
this,  yet  the  French  army  muft,  afterwards,  either 
have  attacked  a  fortified  camp  of  twenty  thoufand 
men,  or  left  fuch  an  army  behind  them  when  they  . 
marched  to  Utrecht,  and  into  the  heart  of  the  pro-  ,< 
vinces  -,  both  of  which  would  have  been  attempts,  * 
that,  I  think,  have  hardly  been  enterprifed  with  fuc- 
cefs  upon  any  invafion. 

There  fecms  at  leaft  fome  appearance  of  order  and 
conduft  in  this  fcheme  of  defence  ;  whereas  there  was 
none  in  theirs  :  but  perhaps  the  greatnefs  of  the  tcm- 
peft  from  abroad,  and  of  the  fadtions  at  home,  either 
broke  the  heart,  or  diftrafted  the  courfe  of  their  coun- 
fels.     And,  befidcs,  fuch  old  feamen,  in  fo  ftrong  a 
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ihip,  that  had  weathered  fo  many  florms  without  lol 
could  not  but  think  it  hard  to  throw  over  board 
much  of  their  lading  before  this  began.  After  all, 
know  very  well,  that  nothing  is  fo  hard  as  to  gii 
wife  counfel  before  events ;  and  nothing  fo  eafy,  a 
after  them,  to  make  wife  reflexions.  Many  thinj 
feem  true  in  reafon,  and  prove  falfe  in  experience 
many,  that  are  weakly  confulted,  are  executed  wii 
fuccefs.  Therefore,  to  conclude,  we  muft  all  acknov 
kdge,  that  wifdom  and  happinefs  dwell  with  Gc 
alone  ;  and,  among  mortal  men  (both  of  their  perfoi 
and  their  ftates)  thofe  are  the  wifeft  that  commit  tl 
feweft  follies,  and  thofe  the  happicft  that  meet  wit 
the  feweft  misfortunes. 
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CONTAINING 

An  account  of  the  moft  Important  Tranfadions 
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Reviewed  by  Sir  W.  Templb  fome  time  before  his  death : 

And  poblifhed  by  Jonathan  Swift,  domefHc  Chaplain  to  hit 
Excellency  the  Earl  of  Berkeley,  one  of  the  Lords  Jafticei  of 
Ireland. 


THE 

PUBLISHER'S  EPISTLE 

TO   THE 

R  E  A  D  E  R  of  the  firft  Edition  *• 

THE  colleSlion  of  the  following  letters  is  owing  t9 
the  diligence  of  Mr,  Thomas  Downton,  who  was 
one  of  Sir  William  TcmpleV  Secretaries  during 
the  whole  time  wherein  they  bear  date.  And  it  has  fuc^ 
ceeded  very  fortunately  for  the  public^  that  there  is  con-- 
tained  in  them  an  account  of  all  the  chief  tranfailions  and 
negotiations  J  which  pajfed  in  Chrijiendom  during  the  fevem 
years  wherein  they  are  dated -^  as^  the  war  with  Hol- 
land, which  began  in  166 g  :  the  treaty  between  hisMa^ 
jejly  and  the  Btfbop  ^/Munfter,  with  the  ijfue  of  it :  the 
French  invafion  of  Fhndcrs  in  the  year  1667  :  the  peace 
concluded  between  Spain  and  Portugal,  by  the  King*s  me- 
diation :  the  treaty  at  Breda  :  the  triple  alliance ;  and 
the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  in  thefirfi  part.  And  in 
the  fecond part ^  the  negotiations  in  Holland  in  confequence 
of  thofe  alliances^  with  the  fteps  and  degrees  by  which 
they  came  to  decay:  the  journey  and  death  of  Madame  : 
the  feizure  of  Lorrain,  and  his  Excellency's  recalling  ; 
with  thefirfi  unkindnefs  between  England  and  Holland, 
upon  the  yacht^s  tranfporting  his  Lady  and  his  family : 
and  the  beginning  of  the  fecond  Dutch  war  in  1672. 

*  The  dedicat'oQ  of  the  &rfi  edition  was  in  thefe  words : 
"  To  his  mod  facred  Majcfty  William  III,  King  of  England, 
•*  Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  Sec.  thefe  letters  of  Sir  William 
*'  Temple,  having  been  left  to  my  care,  they  are  mod  humbly 
\'  prefcnttd  to  your  Majedy  by  yonr  Mije»1y's  mod  datifol  and 
^  obedient  fdbjed,  Jonathan  Swift/' 
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IjTtth  tbefe  are  intermixed feveral  letters^  familiar  and 
flea/ant. 

I  found  the  book  among  Sir  William  Temple'j  papers 
ivitb  maity  ethers^  'wherewith  I  had  the  opportunity  of 
being  long  converfanty  having  paffed  fever al  years  in  bis 
family. 

I  pretend  no  other  part  ^  than  the  care  that  Mr.  Down- 
ton  V  bockfhould  be  correBly  tranfcribed^  and  the  letters 
placed  in  the  order  they  were  writ.  I  have  alfo  made 
fome  literal  amendments j  efpecially  in  the  Latin,  French, 
And  Spanifli :  tbefe  I  have  taken  care  fbouU  be  tranflated 
and  printed  in  another  column j  for  the  ufe  of  fucb  readers 
as  may  be  unacquainted  with  the  originals.  Whatever 
faults  there  may  be  in  the  tranflation^  T doubt ^  I  muft  an* 
fwer  for  the  greater  part ^  and  mu(i  leave  the  reft  to  ibofe 
friends  who  were  pleafed  to  affift  me.  Ifpeak  only  of  the 
French /2.«i  Latin  •,  for  the  few  Spanifti  tranflationSy  I 
believe^  need  no  apology. 

It  is  generally  beUevcdj  that  this  author  has  advanced 
cur  Englifh  tongue  to  as  great  a  perfection  as  it  can  well 
bear ;  andyet,  how  great  a  mafter  he  was  ofity  bas^  I 
think ^  never  appeared  fo  muchj  as  it  will  in  the  follow^ 
ing  letters ;  wherein  the  ftyle  appears  fo  very  different^ 
according  to  the  difference  of  the  perfons  to  whom  they 
were  addreffed ;  either  men  of  bujinefs^  or  idle  ;  of  plea* 
fure^  crferious\  of  great  or  of  lefs  parts  or  abilities ^  in 
their  feveralftations.  So  that  one  may  dif cover  the  cha* 
racers  ofmoft  of  thofe  peffons  he  writes  to^from  tbeftyli 
cf  his  letters. 

At  the  end  of  each  volume  is  added  a  colleilion^  copied 
by  the  fame  hand,  (ffeveral  letters  to  this  Ambaffador^ 
from  the  chief  perfons  employed,  either  at  home  or  abroad^ 
in  tbefe  tranfa£lions,  .and  during  fix  years  courfe  of  bis 
negotiations.  Among  which  are  many  from  Penfionary 
John  de  Witt,  and  all  the  writings  of  this  kind^  that  I 
know  of  which  remain  of  that  Minifter  fo  renowned  in 
his  time. 

It 
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//  has  beenjujily  complained  of^  as  a  defeU  among  us^ 
that  the  Engiifh  tongue  has  produced  no  letters  of  any 
value  \  to  fupply  which  y  it  has  been  the  vein^  of  late  years  ^ 
to  tranflate  federal  out  of  other  languages^  though^  I 
thinks  with  little  fuccefs.  Tet,  among  many  advantages, 
which  might  recommend  this  fort  of  writings  it  is  certain^ 
that  nothing  is  fo  capable  of  gvving  a  true  account  ofjlory 
as  letters  are  •,  which  defcrtbe  attions  while  they  are  a- 
live  and  breathing ;  whereas  all  ether  relations  are  of 
aSions  paft  and  dead.  So  as  it  hath  been  obferved  that 
the  Epijlles  ^/Cicero  to  Atticus  give  a  better  account  of 
thcfe  times,  than  is  to  be  found  in  any  other  writer. 

In  the  following  letters,  the  reader  will  every-where 
difcover  the  force  and  fpirit  of  this  author  \  but  that 
which  will  mofi  value  them  to  the  public,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  is,  firji,  that  the  matters  contained  in  them 
were  the  ground  and  foundation  whereon  all  the  wars  and 
invafions,  as  well  as  all  the  negotiations  and  treaties  of 
peace  in  Chrijlendom,  haveftnce  been  raifed  •,  and  next^ 
that  they  are  written  by  a  per f on  who  had  fo  great  afhart 
in  all  thofe  tranfaSlions  and  negotiations. 

By  rejiding  in  his  family  I  know  the  author  has  had 
frequent  injiances  from  fever al great  perfons,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  to  publifh  fome  Memoirs  of  thofe  affairs  and 
tranfa£lions  which  are  thefubje£f  of  the  following  papers ; 
and  particularly  of  the  treaties  of  the  triple  alliance, 
and  thofe  of  Aix-la-Chapelle :  but  his  ufual  anfwer 
was.  That  whatever  Memoirs  he  had  written  of  thofe 
times  and  negotiations  were  burnt  \  however,  that  per^. 
baps  after  his  death  fome  papers  might  come  out,  wherein 
there  would  be  fome  account  of  them  \  by  which,  he  has 
often  told  me,  he  meant  thefe  letters. 

I  had  begun  to  fit  them  for  theprefs  during  the  author* s 
life,  but  never  could  prevail  for  leave  to  publifh  them  ; 
though  he  was  pleafed  to  be  at  the  pains  of  reviewing^ 
and  to  give  me  his  direSlions  for  digefting  them  into  order ^ 
It  has  ftnce  pleafed  God  to  take  this  great  and  good  per- 
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fi»ubimfelf\  andy  be  having  done  me  tbebanmirto  leaoi 
and  recommend  to  me  the  care  of  his  writings^  I  thonghi 
I  coald  not  at  prejent  d§  a  greater  fervice  to  my  cornitry^ 
or  to  thi  author's  memory y  than  by  making  thefe  papers 
pthUc. 

By  vjoy  of  introduSiony  I  need  only  take  noticty  thaty 
after  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees,  and  his  Majefifs  happy 
reparation  in  1 660,  there  was  a  general  peace  in  Chriften- 
dam  (except  only  the  remainder  of  a  war  between  Sprain 
and  Portugal)  until  the  year  1665,  when  that  between 
Ei^land  and  Holland  begany  which  produced  a  treaty 
between  bis  Majefty  and  the  Bifbop  of  Munfter.  And 
this  commences  the  following  letters. 
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THE 

Firft   D  U   T  C  H     War, 

Begun  May  i665. 


^0  Sir  Jdbn  Temple,  Majler  of  the  Rolls  of 
Ireland. 

SIR,  Bruflels,  Sq)t.  6,  1665. 

THOUGH  I  was  forced,  by  the  King's  com- 
mand, not  only  to  leave  you  and  my  family  ac 
very  iliort  warning,  and  in  a  very  melancholy  fealbiiy 
but  without  fo  much  as  telling  you  whither  I  was  (egt ; 
vet  I  would  not  fail  making  you  this  amends,  by  giv- 
ing you  an  account  of  my  journey  and  negotiations 
thus  far,  fo  foon  as  I  thought  it  might  be  fit  for  me 
to  do  it. 

When  my  Lord  Arlington  fcnt  for  me  to  Sheen,  it 
was  to  let  me  know  that  the  King  had  received  an 
overture  from  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter,  to  enter  into 
an  alliance  with  his  Majefty  againft  the  Dutch,  from 
whom  he  pretended  many  injuries  ;  to  bring  an  army 
into  the  field,  and  fall  upon  them  by  land,  while  his 
Majefty  continued  the  war  by  fea  :  but  at  the  fame 
time  to  demand  certain  fums  of  money,  that  would  be 
neceffary  to  bring  him  into  the  field,  and  to  continue 
the  war  :  and  that,  if  his  Majefty  would  either  treat 
with  the  Baron  of  Wredcn  (who  was  the  Minifter  he 
fcnt  over  in  the  greateft  privacy  that  could  be)  or  fend 
a  Minifter  of  his  own  to  treat  with  him,  he  doubted 
not  an  eafy  agreement  upon  this  matter  \  but  defired 

it 
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it  might  be  with  all  the  fecrecy  imaginable.  My  Lord 
Arlington  told  me,  the  main  articles  were  already 
agreed  on  here,  and  the  money  adjufted  ;  but  that  it 
was  neceflary  for  the  King  to  fend  over  fome  perfon 
privately  to  finifti  the  treaty  at  Munfter,  and  to  fee 
the  payments  made  at  Antwerp,  where  the  Bifhop 
fcemed  to  deiire  them.  That  I  muft  go  (if  I  under- 
took it)  without  train  or  charafter,  and  pals  for  a 
Frenchman  or  a  Spaniard  in  my  journey  ;  and  made 
me  the  compliment  to  fay,  he  had  been  perplexed, 
three  or  four  days  together,  to  think  of  a  perlbn  that 
was  not  only  capable  of  the  affair  and  of  the  fecret, 
but  that  was  to  be  trufted  with  fuch  a  fum  of  money  : 
but  that  when  he  had  thought  of  me,  and  propofed 
me  to  the  King  and  to  my  Lord  Chancellor,  they  had 
both  approved  it,  and  I  muft  fuddenly  refolve  upon 
my  ani'wer  to  the  propofal  he  made  me  :  but  whether 
I  accepted  it  or  no,  I  muft  keep  it  fecret  from  my 
neareft  friends. 

I  told  him  upon  the  place,  I  would  ferve  his  Ma- 
jefty  the  befti  could  in  it,  though,  being  a  new  man, 
I  could  notpromife  much  for  myfelf  •,  that  there  was 
only  one  point  I  could  by  no  means  digeft,  which  was 
the  bufmefs  of  the  money,  having  ever  been  averfe 
from  charging  myfelf  with  any  body's  but  my  own. 
This  made  at  firft  fome  difficulty  between  us  ;  but 
at  laft  his  Lordfliip  was  content  to  endeavour  the  en- 
gaging Alderman  Backwell  (whofurnifhed  it)  to  go 
over  himfelf  with  it  into  Flanders,  and  there,  by  my 
order,  to  make  the  payment  to  the  Bi (hop's  agent  ; 
and  faid,  he  believed,  at  fuch  a  time  of  infeftion  in 
London,  the  Alderman  might  eafily  take  an  occafion 
of  fuch  a  journey* 

After  my  inilruftions  difpatched,  I  came  away  in 

hifte,and  withthe  fecrecy  you  faw,  and,  without  more 

than  one  day's  ftop  at  Bruflels,  went  ftraight  with  the 

Baron  of  W'reden  to  Coefvclt,  where  the  Bifliop  thei> 
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was,  I  ftaid  there  but  threcMays,  was  brought  to 
him  only  by  night,  agreed  all  points  with  him,  per- 
fefted  and  figned  the  treaty,  and  returned  to  Antwerp, 
where  the  Alderman  performed  his  part,  in  making 
the  firft  and  great  payment  to  the  Bifliop's  Refident 
there.  All  this  has  been  performed  on  all  fides  with 
fo  great  fecrecy,  that  the  Bifhop  has  not  only  received 
his  money,  but  raifed  his  troops  to  about  eighteen 
thoufand  men,  without  the  lead  umbrage  given,  that 
I  can  yet  hear  of,  to  the  Dutch  \  and,  by  all  the  af- 
furances  I  receive  from  him,  I  conclude,  that  before 
this  letter  comes  to  your  hands  he  will  be  in  the  field  ; 
though  fome  unexpected  difappointments,  about  a 
general  officer  he  reckoned  upon,  has  a  little  difcom^ 
pofed  the  meafures  he  had  taken,  and  may  (I  doubt 
not)  a  little  maim  the  progrefs  of  them  :  but  that  will 
be  governed  by  time  and  accidents  :  my  bufinefs  was 
to  bring  him  into  the  field,  and  I  have  had  the  for- 
tune to  do  it  fooner  than  either  they  expefted  at  Court, 
or  the  Bifliop  had  promiled  upon  our  figning  of  the 
treaty. 

He  is  a  man  of  wit,  and,  which  is  more,  of  fenfe, 
of  great  ambition,  and  properly  un  efprit  remnant : 
but  the  vigour  of  his  body  does  not  fecond  that  of 
his  mind,  being,  as  I  guefs,  about  fix  or  feven  and 
fifty  years  old,  and  purfued  with  the  gout,  which  he 
is  not  like  to  cure  by  his  manner  of  life.  He  was  a 
foldier  in  his  youth,  and  feems,  in  his  naturals,  rather 
made  for  the  Sword  than  the  Crofs  :  he  has  a  mortal 
hatred  to  the  Dutch  for  their  fupporting  his  city  of 
Munftcr  againft  him,  and  is  bridling  thofe  citizens 
by  a  very  ftrong  citadel  he  is  building  there.  He  feems 
bold  and  refolute,  and  like  to  go  through  with  what 
he  has  undertaken,  or  break  his  head  in  the  attempt, 
and  fays  he  will  perform  all  he  has  engaged,  ^J^/w- 
cerd  et  Germanicdy  which  is  a  word  he  aftedls.  He 
fpcaks  the  only  good  Latin  that  I  have  yet  met  with 

in 
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in  Germany,  and  more  like  a  man  of  Court  and  bU' 
finefs  than  a  fcholar  :  he  fays,  if  he  fails  in  his  enter^ 
prize,  and  (hould  lofe  his  country,  he  fhall  efteem  his 
condition  not  at  all  the  worfe ;  for  in  that  cafe  he  will 
go  into  Italy,  and  has  money  enough  in  the  bank  of 
Venice  to  buy  a  Cardinal's  cap,  which  may  become 
him  better  than  his  GeneraPs  ftafF  •,  though  he  has  a 
mind  to  try  this  firft,  and  make  fome  noife  in  the 
world  before  he  retires. 

This  is  the  beft  charafter  I  can  give  of  the  Bifliop ; 
and  for  myfclf  I  can  fay  nothing  but  what  you  know  -, 
finding  no  change  at  all  by  this  fally  into  a  new  fcene 
of  life  and  bufinefs,  as  well  as  climate  :  my  health,  I 
thank  God,  the  fame  j  my  kindnefs  fo  too,  to  my 
friends  and  to  home ;  only  my  concernment  for  them, 
in  this  miferable  time  among  them,  much  greater 
while  I  am  here  than  when  I  was  with  them,  which 
makes  me  very  impatient  after  every  poft  that  comes 
in,  and  yet  very  apprehenfive  of  every  letter  I  open. 
The  length  of  this  I  doubt  is  too  much  for  once,  and 
therefore  fhall  end  with  the  afliirances  of  my  being. 
Sir,  your  moft  obedient  fon,  and  humble  fervant, 

W.  Temple. 

To  Alderman  BackwelL 

Mr.  Alderman,  Bruflels,  Oft.  9, 1 66^. 

1AM  very  much  in  pain  to  find  at  Monfieur  Rhin- 
torfs  return,  that  he  has  made  noproercfs  in  his 
affairs  (which  are  ours  too)  during  the  (lay  he  has 
lately  made  at  Antwerp.  But  I  am  very  much  fur- 
prifcdto  hear  that  I  fhould  have  had  any  part  in  this 
delay,  and  that  you  fhould  have  told  him,  you  had 
no  orders  from  me  to  pay  him  that  money.  How- 
ever, to  take  away  all  (cruple,  if  any  can  ftill  remain, 
after  our  lafl  conference  at  Bruflels  upon  this  fubjeft, 
I  do  by  thefe  prefents  order  and  appoint  you,  pur- 

fuant 


andotber  Mnifters  of  State.  233 

fiiant  to  thofe  powers  that  have  been  given  me  from 
the  King,  to  pay  or  caufe  to  be  paid  to  Morrfieur 
Rhincort,  or  his  order,  all  fuch  fums  of  money  as  you 
Ihali  any  ways  be  able  to  raife,  either  by  the  fale  of 
fuch  tin  as  is  already  arrived,  or  (hall  arrive  at  Oftend 
upon  his  Majefty's  account,  with  all  the  diligence  and 
difpatch  that  is  poflible.  Or,  in  cafe  you  do  not  find- 
any  ready  fale  for  it,  that  you  will  at  leaft  pay  him  all 
fuch  fums  as  you  (hall  be  able  to  raife,  by  pawning 
or  engaging  it  to  the  bed  advantage  you  can.  After 
this  I  need  fay  no  more,  than  to  conjure  you  by  all 
the  zeal  you  have  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  and  all 
the  friendftiip  you  have  for  me,  to  employ  upon  this 
occalion  your  utmoft  diligence  and  credit  5  for  the 
conjuncture  is  grown  fo  extremely  prefllng  at  thia 
time,  that  I  can  never  fay  enough  to  rccomniend  this 
fervice  to  your  beft  endeavours.  1  am,  Sir,  your  fer- 
vant. 

To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord>  Bruffels,  Oft.  13,  N.  S- 1665, 

UPON  Saturday  laft,  about  nine  at  night,  the 
Bi  (hop's  agent  here  brought  me  a  defire  froni 
the  *  Marquis  to.come  privately  to  him.  We  ftaid 
long  together^  and  talked  much.  The  fubftance  was, 
that  he  had  laft  poft  writ  to  the  Spanifti  Ambaflkdor 
to  inform  the  King,  that  he  heard  the  French  were 
ready  to  march  in  afTiftance  of  the  Hollander  againft 
the  Bifhop  of  Munfter,  and  had  told  the  Spanifh  Am« 
baffador  in  France,  they  fhould  take  all  delays  here 
in  leave  of  paffage  for  denial  :  that  he  (the  Marquis) 
was  refolved,  upon  confidence  of  his  Majefty's  late 
letter  and  afTiftance,  to  oppofe  them  till  he  received 
orders  from  Spain,  and  hopes  his  Majefty  will  not 

•  Of  Caftel  Rodrjgo,  Governor  of  the  Spanifh  Netherlands. 
Vol.  I.  Q^  fail 
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fail  of  proteding  and  defending  him  in  this  refoItK 
tion  :  he  ipeaks  with  much  earneftnefs  and  paflTion 
for  concluding  the  league  between  England  and  Spain  ^ 
and  either  a  peace  or  truce  between  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal ;  in  which  he  very  much  prefies  his  Majefty's 
interpofition  at  this  time  \  becaufe  nothing  elfe  will 
take  away  the  dishonour  on  the  Spanifh  fide,  but  the 
refped  given  to  lb  great  and  powerful  a  King's  me- 
diation. He  aflures  me,  he  has  given  an  abfolute  de- 
nial to  the  Hollanders  demand  of  buying  a  great 
quantity  of  corn  in  thefe  countries,  which  now  begins 
to  be  one  among  their  other  great  wants  :  that  the 
French,  upon  jealoul'y  of  the  Swede,  fent  very  lately 
an  Envoy  into  Holland,  to  join  with  them  in  prei- 
fing  the  Dane  to  put  himfelf  into  a  pofture  of  making 
a  diverfion  :  that,  for  fecuiity  of  thefe  countries,  fix 
thoufand  Spaniards  and  Italians  were  in  a  few  days 
expefted  here  ;  thefe  by  land,  thofe  by  fea  :  and  tliat, 
for  raifing  German  troops,  he  had  laft  week  fent  five 
hundred  thouland  guilders  into  Germany,  from 
whence,  if  they  needed,  he  could  have  twenty-four 
thoufand  nien,  fo  as  he  doubted  not  to  defend  thefe 
countries,  if  France  aflaults  him.  The  biafs  of  all 
this  difcourfc  was  to  fhew  they  had  no  great  need  of 
our  afTiftance,  at  the  fame  time  they  prefs  fo  much  to 
be  afTurcd  of  it  ;  and  to  reprefent  the  mutual  necef- 
iity  of  a  conjunction  between  England  and  Spain, 
with  all  the  expreffions  of  afFeftion  to  his  Majefty's 
perlbn  and  fervice,  that  a  courtier,  or  almoft  a  lover, 
could  ufe.  Upon  this  lad:  fubjed  I  could  not  let  him 
pafs  with  the  difcourfe  of  the  late  King's  ruin,  and  his 
Majefty's  danger  at  home  for  want  of  friendfhip 
abroad  \  nor  could  I  leave  that  point,  becaufe  he  had 
fo  often  harped  upon  it,  till  I  forced  him  to  confefs, 
at  leaft  by  filence,  that  his  Majefty  was  as  fafe  at  home 
at  this  time,  as  either  the  French  or  Spanifh  King. 

For 
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For  the  reft,  finding  him  now  much  warmer  than 
he  ufed  to  feem  in  the  defires  of  the  Bilhop  of  Mun* 
flier's  fuccefsy  or,  at  leaft,  preiervatipn ;  and  finding 
from  Alderman  Backwell  that  he  had  yet  been  able 
to  raiie  no  more  money  upon  all  our  tin  at  Antwerp 
for  the  fecond  payment,  thofe  paltry  merchants 
combining  to  ruin  him  in  the  price  of  it,  upon  the 
belief  of  his  neceffity  to  fell ;  I  would  not  omit  that 
occafion  of  defiring  the  Marquis  to  find  fome  perfon 
out  that  ihould  take  it  ail  off  our  hands  with  ready 
money,  which  they  might  raife  at  their  own  leifurc, 
and,  I  believed,  with  much  gains  ;  in  which  I  afiured 
him  he  would  give  his  Majefty  a  great  teftimony  of 
his  afFedtion  to  his  fervice,  which  was  fo  much  con- 
cerned in  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter's  fortunes.  He  told 
me,  he  would  confult  about  it  next  morning ;  and 
upon  Sunday  night  fent  one  with  a  difpatch  of  mine 
to  Alderman  Backwell,  to  know  the  whole  quantity 
and  loweft  price :  fo  that  I  am  now  in  great  hopes  6i 
feeing  fome  good  ifTue  of  that  bufinefs,  which  I  al- 
moft  begun  to  defpair  of. 

An  cxprcfs  from  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter  came  to 
me  on  Saturday  laft,  protefting  he  could  no  longer 
fubfift  unlefs  the  money  came  ;  and  your  Lordfliip 
may  eafily  imagine  how  much  pain  I  am  in  upon 
that  occafion  ;  efpecially  hearing  myfelf  fo  often  re^ 
proached  for  having  drawn  him  to  fo  defperate  an 
adventure,  fo  much  againi^  his  own  refolucioni^ 
which  were,  not  to  take  the  field  till  the  fecond  pay- 
ment were  received,  and  the  third  afllired  on  this 
fide  :  it  would  look  like  vanity  in  me  to  tell  youi* 
Lordfhip  more,  of  what  I  hear  too  much,  of  this 
kind ;  but  I  will  fay,  that,  unlefs  you  take  fome  fpeedv 
and  efiedtual  refolution  in  this  particular,  I  ihalUook 
like  the  verieft  rogue  in  the  world,  and  fuch  as  it 
will  not  be  much  for  his  Majefty's  honour  to  employ. 
But  after  all  I  will  tell  your  Lord(bip  freely,   that  I 

0^2  think 
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think  all  my  trains  had  not  taken  fire  without  a  piif* 
feft  accident,  which  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  im^' 
prove  fo  upon  the  fudden,  as  co  make  it  the  abfolute 
occafion  ot  the  Bi(hop's  taking  the  fiekl  when  he  did  ; 
which  I  fhall  fonie  time  or  other,  I  hope,  entertain 
you  wichy  and  will  ferve  for  a  moral  to  Ihew  how 
teall  fhadows  and  accidents  fometimes  give  a  rife  ta 

great  a£tion»  among  mankind  ;   for  either  fuch,    or 
ie  beginning  of  fuchi,  this  bold  march  is  like  ta 
prove.     All  I  know  of  its  fuccefs  you  will  find  ii\ 
thcfe  letters;   one  from  my  Lord  Carlingford,   to 
whom  I  cannot  fend  your  Lordfhip's  laft,  till  I  have 
further  directions  from  him  for  my  addrefs;   the 
other  being  part  of  one  from  aperfon  in  the  Holland 
camp  belonging,  to  the  Rhingrave.  Twenty  rumours 
more  we  have  of  bis  fucceiiess  but  i  will  not  yet  cre^ 
dit  them :  this  much  I  will,  that  notlring  can  proba- 
bly endanger  him  befides  want  of  money,  and  that  I 
know  him  to  be  a  man  too  firm  to  be  diverted  from 
his  point,  or  flacken  it  without  fome  fuch  maim  ;  for 
he  wants  neither  prudence,  courage,  nor  ambition. 
For  the  Hollanders,  they  were  certainly  never  worfe  at 
their  eaiie  than  now,  being  braved  and  beaten  both  at 
fea  and  land ;  flayed  with  taxes,  diftraded  with  faCli- 
pns,  and  their  laft  refource,  which  is  the  protection 
of  France,  poifoned  with  extreme Jealoofies  ;  yet  that 
muft  be  their  game,  or  elfe  a  perfc6t  truckling  peace 
with  England.     I  am  ever  your  Lordftiip's  moft 
faichful  and  moft  humble  fcrvant. 

^Q  the  Duke  of  Ormoftd, 

My  Lord,  Bruflcls,  Nov.  20,  N.  S.  1665. 

1A  M  to  acknowledge  the  honour  I  received  lail, 
by  one  from  your  Grace  of  Oftober  the  25th, 
which  gives  me  the  occafion  to  beg  your  belief,  that 
the  frequent  upubles  I  give  your  Grace  oi  this  kind^ 

proceed 
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proceed  from  a  moft  hearty  and  wnintereftcd  dutyi' 
without  the  leaft  thoughts  of  making  any  unconfct* 
enable  advantage  by  iuch  a  commerce,  or  at  leaft  ex*r 
pe&ing  a  return  of  fo  great  value,  as  your  JLord(hip*s- 
letcers  to  a  venture  fo  fmali  as  mine.  I  confefs  I  and", 
extremelypleafed  with  any  teftimonies  of  your  Gracc*d 
remembrance  and  favour  to  me ;  which  I  muft 
efteem  the  beft,  and  ever  acknowledge  for  the  firft, 
of  my  good  fortunes  :  nor  fhall  I  ever  be  fo  much 
pleafed  with  any  lucky  hits  that  may  happen  to  me 
in  public  employments  from  aay  other  refpedl,  44 
from  the  hopes  of  meeting  fome  occafion  ko  exprefs 
the  eltccm  and  rcfcntmcnt  of  kindnefs  fhewcd  me; 
when  I  was  idle  and  unknown.  But  I  befeech  your 
Grace  never  to  give  yourfelf  the  leaft  trouble,  or 
iofe  time  in  wridng  to  me  upon  the  fcore  of  com-^ 
mon  civility,  but  to  deal  with  me  pcrfedtly  like  one 
of  your  own  ;  and  write  only  when  you  hav^  com- 
mands to  honour  me,  or  inclinations  to  oblige  me  t 
for  the  reft,  one  word  to  my  father,  or  brother,  may 
at  any  time  give  me  the  knowledge  that  mine  are  re- 
ceived, which  is  all  they  pretend,  aad  perhaps  more 
than  they  deferve. 

Since  the  pa0age  of  (he  French  troops,  which 
thought  fit  to  touch  no  part  of  thefe  dominions,  we 
hear  little  of  them  :  their  number  fell  fomething  Ihort 
of  fix  thouiand,  their  horfe  were  brave  as  they  pafled 
Maeftricht;  their  foot  rafcally,  their  flioes  upon  their 
ftioulders,  their  feet  galled,  and  their  gallantry  fpenc 
in  ^giving  the  Dutch  a  thoufand  times  to  the  Devil 
for  their  kind  invitation :  they  paid  nothing  as  they 
pafTed,  or  falfe  money ;  took  the  beft  treatment  the 
Dutch  could  make  them  with  fcorn  and  infolence^ 
and  drank  his  Majefty's  and  the  Prince  of  MunHer^g 
health  openly  in  the  market-place  at  Maeftiicht  ;  % 
ftrain  I  fuj^ofe  of  their  extravagance,  rather  than  good 
meaning.    So  I  leave  then%  as  they  do  their  colours 

Q^  3  when 
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when  they  can,  and  return  this  way  by  couples  and 
Icafhes  good  ftorc.  By  the  laft  from  the  Prince  of 
IViunfter  of  the  i2th  inftant,  we  had  aflfurance  that 
his  bridge  over  the  marih  was  pertedled,  his  army 
joined,  and  that  Colonel  or  Baron  d'Oflbry  (who  is 
made  a  Serjeant  Major  de  Bataglia)  had  with  a  fqua- 
dron  of  horfc  killed  nine  hundred  of  the  Dutch  in  a 
late  encounter  near  Groninguen-,  befides  this^  and  the 
French  Envoy's,  Monfieur  Leflyn,  having  been  dif- 
miifed  with  general  terms,  I  had  nothing  but  defpe- 
rate  melancholy  complaints  of  his  difappointments 
from  his  friends,  which  I  will  not  trouble  your  Grace 
with  at  this  diftance. 

I  had  my  firft  formal  audience  laft  night  from  the 
Marquis,  and  was  received  with  the  greateft  expref- 
fioDS  of  zeal  and  devotion  to  the  King  my  mailer's 
pcrfon  and  fervice  ;  of  the  refentmcnt  of  the  honour 
done  him  by  this  refolution  of  a  Refident  here,  and 
wonderful  compliment  to  the  perfonal  choice ;  as  I 
believe  your  Grace  knows,  good  words  of  all  forts 
coft  no  man  lefs  than  his  Excellency  ;  but  I  am  ve- 
ry confident  his  inclinations  to  us,  his  averfions  to 
France,  his  defires  of  a  truce  with  Portugal,  and  ftrift 
league  with  England,  are  all  very  hearty.  I  am 
ever  your  Grace's  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble 
fcrvant. 

To  the  Baron  fVreden.  Au  Baron  Wredcn. 

Bruffels,  Dec.  J  Brujfelks^  U  ic.  Dee. 

SIR,                     10,1665.  Monfuury           N.S.ibC^. 

1  Received  your's,  and  am  X*  JT  re^u  la  vcfre^   ^  je 

gtadofyourarrivalatCourt,  J    me  rejouls  de  voire  arrivee 

where   I   never  doubted   the  i  la  C$ur\  je  n' ay  jamais  doutc 

eood    reception    fo   honeft  a  qu^un  auffi  honnete  homme  que 

Gentiem-n  would  £nd,  who  vmSy  i:!f  quia  rhonneur  d'etre 

came  from  fo  brave  a  Prince,  envayi  par  un  Prince  auffi  dl- 

1  am  forry  for  your  bad  wine  Jiingid^  ny  trouvdt  ioute  fcrte 

and  de 
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«nd  lodging  at  Oxford ;  for  as     de  ben  aceueiL   Je  prens  part 


to  the  former  I  know  it  is  a 
fort  of  plague  you  are  more 
afraid  of  than  that  at  London, 
where  in  a  little  time  I  hope 
you  will  have  no  occafion  to 
complain  either  of  one  or  the 
other:  in  the  mean  while, 
take  my  word  for  the  matter, 
it  is  but  half  a  dozen  giafles 
more^  and  good  or  bad  comes 
all  to  the  fame  thing.  As  for 
your  lodging,  in  troth  I  be- 
lieve the  crowd  is  fo  great  at 
prefent  in  every  houfe,  that 
you  will  hardly  find  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  love  to  your 
landlady :  but.  Sir,  you  muft 
have  a  little  patience,  and  not 
think  of  fuccecding  in  all  a- 
mours  at  the  rate  you  did  with 
Madamoifellelfabella;  befides, 
if  you  remember,  it  coft  you 
dear  enough  then,  by  the  fright 
you  were  in  of  lofing  your 
great  diamond.  Love,  like 
other  things,  is  good  for  no- 
thing when  one  makes  too 
much  bafte  in  it;  and  our 
l!)nglifli  Ladies  do  not  care 
that  men  (hould  be  over  vio- 
lent in  beginning  this  game, 
for  fear  they  fhould  be  fo  in 
concluding  it. 


Well,  I  am  heartily  forry 
I  can  give  you  no  good  re- 
commendations   where    you 
arcy  becaoie  I  am  fure  you 
would 


au  mauvais  gifte  iOxford^  faT 
au  rmchant  vin  que  vousj  aw% 
lu.  A  Pigard  de  ce  dernier^ 
je  ffoy  que  c*ejl  une  forte  de 
pejie  que  vous  cratgnex  plus  que 
ceUi  de  Londres ;  ^  au  reJUy 
j'efpere  qu^avant  qtiil  foit  piu^ 
vous  n^aure%  plus  fujet  de  vous 
yplaindre  m  de  Fun  ni  de  t autre. 
En  attendant^  crcyez  mcy^  il 
nefaut  que  fix  verres  de  vin  de 
pluSy  il  n^impcrie  qu^ilfiiit  h&H 
ou  mauvcisy  G"  tout  reviendta  a 
la  mime  chofc.  Pour  le  loge- 
menty  je  m'imagine  que  la  foule 
ejlfi  grande  a  cette  hcure  dans 
toutes  les  maifcns^  que  vous  ne 
trouvez  pas  les  moyens  de  faiae 
commodement  V amour  a  la  fiUe 
du  logis;  maisy  Monfieur^  il 
fttut  avoir  un  peu  de  patience j 
^  necroire  pat  reiiffir  toujours 
avec  autant  de  borthcur  bf  de 
rapidite  que  vousfites  avec  Ma^ 
damoifeUe  IfabeUe:  encore  ^  de^ 
vex  vous  vous  Joievemr.,  qu*il 
vous  en  couta  alors  offez  cherpar 
Fextreme  peur  que  vous  euteSy 
quand  vous  vous  apperf^es 
du  danger  que  couroit  le  gros 
diamant.  Vamour  aujji-bieff 
que  toutes  les  autres  clyoj'csy  ne 
vautphis  rien  des  qu'on  letraiie 
trop  a  la  hate  ;  df  ms  filles  ne 
veulent  point  qu^on  foit  fi  preci- 
pite  a  commencer  crtu  forte  dr 
jeuy  de  peur  que  Li  fin  ne  ref 
femhle  trop  au  commn.cemeiit, 

Je  fuisy  ma  f.y^  trhmarrt 

de  ne  pouvoirvr^us  adreffer fure- 

ment  dans  la  ville  ou  ^vous  etes  ; 

car  de  Phwueur  dont  jt  vo:.j  con  - 
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would  be  fo  juft  and  gene- 
rous to  pay  me  by  a  bill  of 
exchange  on  your  litde  mi- 
ftrcfs  here.  But  now  I  talk 
of  a  miftrefs,  you  muft  know 
Monficur  Ic  Chevalier  has  or- 
dered his  affairs  here  worie 
than  at  Paris:  for  I  believe 
fcrioufly  he  pafled  through  this 
place  without  fo  much  as  pay- 
ing one  vifit  to  his  ;  and  that 
is  the  reafon  why  he  carried 
fo  much  money  to  Munftcr, 
and  rode  poft  with  greater  vi- 
gour than  ever  he  did  from 
hence  to  France. 

And  is  not  this  now  a  very 
fine  letter  for  two  grave  Mi- 
nifters  of  State  ?  But  come, 
ive  muft  talk  a  little  of  bufi- 
nefs,  if  it  be  only  for  the  good 

frace  of  the  matter :  and  yet 
am  confident.  If  Sir  Bealing 
would  entertain  you  at  this 
rate  but  once  a  month,  and 
unbend  himfetf  a  little  from 
his  ferious  way,  you  would 
reckon  him  as  your  only 
friend,  and  think  no  more  of 
me. 

Well,  but  you  have  heard 
what  the  Dutch  Refident  tells 
us,  that  the  Prince  of  Mun- 
fter  has  taken  Reydc,  a  fmall 
(ea-port,  where  his  friends 
may  come  and  give  him  a  vi- 
fit. The  news  from  Ant- 
werp fay  farther,  that  he  has 
got  the  fort  of  Bourtane ;  but 
they  add,  how  the  fiiincp  of 
Ofnabrug  isrefolvedto  let  the 
world  fee,  that  a  Lutheran  Pre- 
late 


no! s^  jiff  ay  que  v&us  feritz  fff^ 
frzgen^reuxy  ^  aj/cx  equitable j 
pour  me  remhourfer  par  une  iettrt 
d*echange  fur  voire  petite  mar* 
trejp!  Brabanfonne,  Mais  a 
propos  de  maitrejfey  Mofi'- 
fieur  le  Chroaller  a  plus  mat  fait 
fes  affaires  icy  qu*  a  Paris ;  car 
je  croy  tout  de  Ion  qu*il  et  paffe 
par  icy  fars  voir  feulement  la 
fienne  \  mais  c\\/}  par  la  at'jji 
qt^il  a  porie  tant  d^ argent  a 
Munjler^  ^  qu^il  a  couru  la 
pojle  plus  courageufement  qiiil 
tCa  fait  d'icy  en  France, 

Voici^  ma  fey  ^  une  belle  lettre 
pour  deux  f age 5  Minijlres ;  tout 
de  Ion  il  faut  un  pcu  parler 
d^affaires^  ne  fut-ce  que  pour 
fauver  Ics  oppaftr.fi  :  wais^ 
avouez  la  veriie^  ji  k  Cheva^ 
Her  Bealing  vous  entreicnoit feu^ 
lement  w:e  fois  le  n.iis^  comme 
je  viens  de  Jolre^  U  qucn  voire 
firveur  il  relachai  un  pcu  de  ce 
grand  ferieux^  nejUil  pas  vrayy 
qu'il  n'y  auroit  plus  que  luy  qui 
fut  de  vos  amisy  i^  que  je  per^ 
drois  la  place  que  foccupe  dans 
voire fouvenir, 

Savez  vos  bien  que  le  Refi^ 
dent  {^Hollands  avoue  que  le 
Prince  de  Munjler  a  pris  Keyde^ 
un  fetit  port  de  mer,  oil  il  peut 
itre  vifite  de  fes  amis  ;  ^5*  que 
Us  avis  d^ /infers  nous  difcnty 
qttil  eji  venu  a  bout  du  fort  de 
Bourtang,  Afais  on  (lit  cujfi 
que  rEvcque  d'Ofiahug  rjijcrt 
piqui  de  la  pensee  qu'on  peut  a^ 
vnr  qt^uH  Eveque  Lutherien  ne 
vautpas  un  Eveque  Catkolique ; 

(3* 
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latie  is  as  good  as  a  Catholic  ; 
and,  to  thatendi  is  rerolved,at 
the  head  of  fome  Lunenbourg 
troops,  to  go  knock  mitres 
with  your  Matter :  all  in  good 
time.  And  as  for  heads,  I 
do  not  doubt  the  Prince  of 
Munfter's  is  much  the  ftrong- 
cr  of  the  two;  but  for  the 
mitres  I  can  fay  nothing.  I 
am  told  befides,  that  your 
Chapter  of  Munfler  has  fome- 
what  embroiled  your  Matter's 
affairs ;  if  this  be  fo,  there 
are  more  DiabUs  de  Canons 
befide  your  felf.  But  I  believe 
the  matter  is  not  much ;  for, 
if  it  were,  I  know  the  Prince 
would  quickly  make  Mon- 
fieur  d'Herbe  and  Moniieur 
Majette  a  couple  of  Canons, 
in  exchange  for  fomeof  tbofe 
blockheads:  and  for  Grand 
Dean,  I  think  the  Governor 
of  Pleuren,  with  his  great  bel- 
ly, would  make  a  good  figure 
enough.  Who  knows  butiuch 
revolutions  may  happen  ?  For, 
to  fpeak  in  your  own  words, 
yZr  world  is  as  round  as  a — 
For  my  own  part,  I  had  ra- 
ther be  one  of  your  Matter's 
Pricfis  than  his  Soldiers  ;  for 
they  fay  here,  that  he  rifes  at 
four  o'clock,  gives  them  [his 
Soldiers]  his  bNcnedidtion,  and 
then  fends  them  to  the  D — 
over  bogs  and  marfhes,  where 
no  fecular  Captain  durft  ever 
pafs. 

Farewel,  Sir;   and,  when 

you  intend  to  warm  yourfelf 

with  f^ck,  pray  remember  to 

order 


li  qitil  eji  tout  nfolu  de  /a* 
vancer  a  la  titc  di  quelques 
troupes  de  Lunebourg^  (si  aal^ 
let  heurter  fa  mitre  contre  ulk 
de  voire  Maitre :  a  la  iomte 
heure ;  car  je  ne  doute  pas  qii4 
Mwfieur  le  Prince  rfait  la  tet$ 
plus  forte  fcr  plus  dure ;  a  /*/- 
garddes  mitreije  n*en  fay  rietu 
On  m*a  dit  aufji^  que  vStr^ 
Chapitre  de  Munfler  va  uu  peu 
brouiller  les  affaires  de  voire 
Mdkre  i  fi  cela  ejl^  voila  ma 
foy  des  Diables  de  Canon^ 
aufji  bien  que  vous.  Mais  je 
croy  qu^il  rCen  efl  run  '^  car  fi 
cela  etoit^  le  Prince  ne  mOH" 
querditpas  defaire  bientk  deux 
Chanoines  de  Meffuurs  iHerhe 
^  de  Majette^  ^  deles  ef/jfliH 
gerpour  quelqu\n  de  ces  etour^ 
dis :  le  Gouverneur  de  Pleuren 
ne  manqueroit  de  pretence^  ft 
le  titre  de  grand  Doyen  itoit 
enth  fur  [on  gros  venire.  On 
ne  fait  point  ft  de  pareils  change^ 
mens  ne  pourroient  pas  bien  ar^ 
river  j  car  (felon  voire  phrafe 
jfllcTnande  J  Roond  is  the  werld 

as  een Pour  moy^  f  aime^ 

rois  mieux  etre  de  fes  Pretres 
que  de  fes  Soldats  -y  car  on  cUt 
icy  qiiil  leur  donne  fa  bene^ 
di^fiony  fcf  les  envoye  au  diable^ 
je  veux  dircy  a  trovers  de  ma^ 
rais  impra^icalleSy  d*oii jamais 
Capitaine  feculier  rCauroit  ose 
approcher. 


Adieu  Monfieur^  ^fouvenex 

vous  bien  en  vous  echauffant  des 

fumees  du   vin  des   Canaries^ 

qu^ott 
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order  your  fervants,  inftead 
of  removing  your  fword^  to 
remove  your  purfc,  and  pre- 
vent you  from  doing  (accord- 
ing to  your  cuftom)  more 
good  than  you  defign,  as  they 
prevent  others  from  doing  mif- 
chief.  For  it  is  a  cuftom  in 
England,  that  whatever  a  man 
gives  away  over  night,  he 
hears  no  more  of  it  next 
inorning.  At  all  hours  of 
both  I  am.  Sir,  your  moft  af- 
fedionatc  feivant. 


WiUiam^imfe^ 

twn  iker  de  drvmnt  un  bomme 
qtd  0  buy  fin  tpk^  ie  ptttr 
qu^ilmfaffeU  mechmits  nm% 
que  V9t  amis  en  dtivent  prendre 
une  epp9see^  qtti  eft  de  vems 
iter  voire  orgepii^  de  peur  fue 
ne  fajfie%trep  legenereux\  car 
en  Angleterre^  ce  qu*en  dume 
U  fiir^  me  fi  rctreuve  plus  U 
matin:  quant  a  moj^  13  le 
fiir  &  le  metin  vous  me  trou^ 
verez  ioujeurs^  Monfieur^  v^ 
tre  iris  affe£iiottneferviteur. 


To  the  Marquis  of  CafteU     Au   Marquis  de  Caftel- 
Rodrigo.  Rodrigo. 


Bruflels,  Dcc.i2, 
My  Lord,        N.  S.  1665. 
•TpHE  news  of  your  Excel- 
-*    Jcncy's  indif[X)rition  has 
very  fenfibly  afHiSed  me ;  but 
God  Almighty  will,  I  doubt 
not,    quickly    rcftorc    your 
health,  which  is  of  too  great 
importance  to  Chriflcndom,  to 
/ink  under  common  accidents. 
I  dcfire  your  pardon  for  the 
libertv  I  take  to  let  you  know, 
how  Monficur  Rhintorf  com- 
plains exceedingly,   that   he 
linds  yet  no  advance  in  the  af- 
fair you  were  pleafcd  to  un- 
dertake for  his  Mailer's  fake, 
and  indeed  for  that  of  the  King 
my  Matter  too.    I  delirc  your 
Kxccllcncv  once  moretogire 
vour  hcnd  to  it ;  and  that,  if 
,  thofc  merchants  will  not  buy 
the  tin,  you  will  give  order  at 
Icalt  to  have  it  engaged  for 
three 


BruJfeUet^  Dec.  12, 
MonBeur^  S.  N.  1665. 
T  A  noitveVe  de  findifpnfttim 
•^-^  que  va'.re  ExceUence  a 
rejjentie  depuis  quelque  jourSy 
m*a  fenjiblement  toucl/e  ;  nuiis 
je  ne  dotete  pointy  que  Dieu  ne 
retidflijfe  Hen- tit  une  fante  qui 
eji  trop  necejfaire  a  la  Cbriii- 
ente  pour  fuccomher  fius  des  ac- 
cidens  vufgaircs, 

ye  vous  dimande  pardon  de 
la  iiberte  qucje  prens  de  vzus 
avertir  que  Monficur  Rhintcrf 
fe  plaint  extremement  de  ce  quil 
ne  trouve  encore  rim  de  fait 
dans  r affaire  qu'il  vous  a  plu 
de  pendre  a  cceur  en  faveur 
de  fm  Maitre\  ainji  que  fur 
la  reconunendation  du  Roy  nun 
Maitre  :  je  fupplie  F.  £.  d*y 
mettre  encore  une  fois  la  main^ 
fjf  de  donner  crdrt  que  ft  on  a 
refolu  de  ne  point  accepter  cette 
2  mar- 


diree  parts  of  its  value,  To  aft 
fiome  prcfent  remedy  may  be 
found  to  the  Bifliop'a  neceffi- 
ties»  wherewith  (by  means  of 
this  delay)  he  is  now  preflcd 
Co  the  lail  extremities. 
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tnarchandife^  du  mains  ba  la 
pretme  en  gage  pour  les  thif 
quarts  de  Ja  valeur  ;  a  fin  di 
remedier  fur  k  champ  aux  ne^ 
eijftte%  dani  MonfieurPEvequi 
Je  trouve  prejje^  qui  peut^itre 
font  r endues  extremes  par  a 
retardement. 

Je  me  trouve  d^autant  plus 
interefsi  dans  cette  affaire^ 
qt^ayant  d^a  mandi  au  Roy 
mon  Maitre  que  vous  Paviz 
tout-a-fait  finie  dans  la  veue 
de  rendre  Jervke  a  fa  Majeftfj 
ce  qui  vous  /era  Jans  doute 
marque  avec  remerciment  de 
fa  part  per  le  premier  cou^ 
rier ;  je  ferois  fhomme  du 
monde  le  plus  confusy  ^  le  plus 
impertinent  aux  yeux  du  Roy 
mon  Maitrey  ft  cette  affaire 
venoit  a  manquer. 

Par  In  demlere  lettre  que 
fay  refeue  la  Cour  dattee  du 
18.  du  couranty  fay  ete  averts 
que  Monfuur  P  yfmbajjadetnr 
d*Efpagne  avoit  le  foir  de  xe 
jour-  la  prefenti  au  Roy  fet 
nouveUes  letires  de  criance  £sf 
que  fa  peffonne  etoit  towours 
fort  agria&le  a  lui  ^  a  fes 
Mini/ires  :  qu*au  reftey  fur 
Pcrriviede  as  ncuveUes  lettres 
de  creance  on  alloit  commencer  de 
fort  ton  cceur  a  ajufler  nos 
interets  communs. 

Par  une  lettre  du  Prince  de 
Munfter  du  ^5*  du  couranty 
fay  ete  averti  de  Jis  grands 
i^  hiureux  progrez  ^  mais  que 
Sun  autre  cotiy  les.Hollandms 
faifoient  tous  leurs  efforts  pour 
foulever  contre  luy  tous  la  Prin- 
ces 


I  take  more  part  in  this  af- 
fair, having  already  writ  to 
the  King  mv  M^er,  that 
you  had  wholly  finiOied  it  in 
afFeftion  to  his  fervice,  for 
which  I  do  not  doubt  but  you 
will  receive  his  Majefty's 
thanks  by  the  firft  courier ; 
fo  that  I  (hall  be  in  the  great- 
eft  confufion  imaginable  if  the 
bufinefs  fails,  and  hisMaje- 
fty  cannot  chufe  but  think  me 
very  impertinent. 

By  my  lad  difpatch  from 
Court,  of  the  i8th  inftant, 
I  am  informed  that  the  Spa- 
nifh  Ambaflfador  did  that  even- 
ing privately  deliver  his  new 
credentials  to  the  King,  to 
whom  and  his  Minifters  he 
ilill  continued  to  be  very  ac- 
cepuble;  and  that,  upon  arri- 
val of  thefc  credentials,  they 
began  to  enter  in  good  earneft 
upon  adjufting  our  common 
tnterefts. 

By  a  letter  of  the  15th  In- 
ftant, from  the  Prince  of 
Munfter,  I  am  informed  of 
the  great  and  happy  progrefs 
of  his  arms;  but  on  the  other 
ftde,  that  the  Hollanders  ufed 
their  laft  endeavours  to  ratfe 
againft 
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aeainft  him  all  the  Proteibnc  at  ProUftans  de  PEmpir§i 
Kioccs  of  the  Empire,  under  Jous  U  pretexte  qui  la  uUgwM 
pretext,  that  religion  has  part     &  la  malfon  Jt^utrichtj  ttciif^ 


in  the  quarrel,  as  well  as  the 
imereft  of  the  houfe  of  Aufiria : 
and  on  both  thefe  accounts, 
as  well  as  from  your  own 
generofity,  your  Excellency 
is  engaged  not  to  difappoint 
him  in  this  little  occafion  : 
not  to  alledge  the  moral, 
which  tells  us,  that  tvbat^ 
eacr  good  we  can  do^  without 
damage  to  ourjehes^  we  are 
gbtiged  to  do  J  even  to  a  fir  anger. 
Upon  an  anfwer  from  your 
Excellency,  I  am  ready  to 
difpatch  an  exprefs  to  Ant- 
werp, and  fhall  remain.  My 
Lord,  your  Excellency's  moft 
bumble  and  obedient  fer\'anL 


tnterejffees.  Ceft  far^H  auK 
bien  que  par  votre  generojki 
que  vous  etes  engage  a  ne  Jujf 
pas  nianquer  en  cette  petite  $c^ 
cajionj  pour  n*aUeguer  pas  la 
rruraU  qui  nous  dit^  Quicquid 
fine  detrimento  facere  potes, 
vel  ignoto  faciendum* 


Sur  la  repsnfe  de  V.  E.  Je 
fuis  tcttt  prH  a  depecher  un 
expris  a  Anvers  ;  CT  hien  re* 
folu  d'etre  toujourSj  de  V,E. 
U  tris  humbls  ^*  tris  cbiijffant 
ferviteur. 


To  Sir  William  Coventry. 

SIR,  Bruflels,  Dec.  15,  N-  S.  1665. 

I  Am  to  acknowledge  both  the  honour  and  obliga- 
tion I  received  by  yours  of  November  the  9th, 
the  laft  of  which  feems  fo  great  in  that  light  you  give 
it,  and  by  thofe  circumftances  I  now  fee  attend  it,  that^ 
had  it  come  from  any  other  hands,  I  fhould  have 
wifhed  a  thoufand  times  never  to  have  received  it. 
For  there  are  very  few  I  defire  much  to  be  obliged  to, 
having  always  thought  that  a  fort  of  debt,  which 
ought  as  duly  to  be  paid  as  that  of  money,  with 
more  intereft,  and  much  greater  difficulty  01  calling 
up.  But,  knowing  that  all  generous  perfons  are  ape 
to  favour,  and  cftcem.  their  own,  rather  fuch  whom 
they  oblige,  than  fucK  as  fervc  them  ;  I  am  extreme- 
ly glad  to  have  my  name  enter  into  the  knowledge  of 
liis  Royal  Highncfs,  by  his  bounty  and  favour  in  the 

grant 
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^nt  of  thbfe  paflports,  rather  than  any  other  way  I 
could  have  taken  ;  and  beg  of  you,  that,  with  my 
humble  thanks,  his  Royal  Highnefs  may  know  I  en- 
ter into  his  ferrice  with  this  advance  of  wages,  which 
it  fhall  be  always  my  endeavour,  as  it  is  my  duty,  ta 
dcferve.     1  owe,  and  (hould  fay,  a  great  deal  to  your-' 
felf  upon   this  occafion,  but  that,  with  my  thanks 
for  the  thing  itfelf,  I  am  to  join  my  complaints  for 
the  manner  of  it :  I  mean,  that  you  (hould  trouble 
yourfelf  to  reafon  me  out  of  any  cuftom  or  adlion 
you  would  have  me  leave  off.  Or  fay  ^ny  thing  upon 
fuch  a  fubjcft,  befidcs  that  you  wifli  it  had  been  otncr- 
wife  -,  which,  I  dcfire  you  to  believe,  (hall  in  far 
greater  matters  be,  from  your  hand,  perfualion  and 
command  enough  to  me.     My  prefumptions  may  be 
great  with  my  friends,  but  they  are  the  ea(iHeft  checked 
of  any  man's  alive ;  which  is  all  I  (hall  fay  upon  this 
occa(ion  as  to  the  future  :  and  for  thepaft,  I  will  only 
a(rure  you,  that  I  (hould  not  in  the  lea(t  have  oflfered 
at  what  I  did,  had  it  not  been  at  the  earned  inftancc 
of  the  Prince  of  Munfter's  Refident  here  :  and  I  am 
to  make  it  my  budnefs  abroad  to  enter  as  far  as  I 
can  into  the  (ecrcts,  and,  for  that  end,  into  the  affec- 
tions, of  fuch  minifters  as  I  have  to  deal  with;  apd,  as 
ibmc  men  ate  to  be  gained  direftly  by  their  heart,  fo 
arfc  others  by  their  hands.     But  another  fault  were 
eafier  to  be  borne  than  a  long  excu(e ;  I  will  not  add 
to  it  by  our  news,  (ince  of  all  I  write  I  am  furc  you 
know  as  much  as  you  plea(e ;  only  in  general  our  Bi- 
(hop  lofes  not  courage  nor  (trength  upon  all  the  great 
preparations  of  enemies,  or  dilappointment  of  friends. 
The  Dutch  fcem  to  be  plagued  by  their  own  god, 
and  to  grow  unhappy  in  their  own  element,  the  fea 
having  done  them,  in  the  laft  ftorms,  moft  extrava* 
gant  harms  :  fomc  letters  from  Amftcrdam  fay  to  the 
value  of  thirty,  and  others,  of  fixty  millions  :  their 

cafe 
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cafe  may  grow  harder  yet,  if  the  frofts  do  fo  from  the 
Munfter  fide.  Our  Court  here  is  paflionate  towards 
the  league  between  the  two  Crowns  ;  as  I  am  in  the  . 
defires  of  growing  in  your  friendfhip  and  favour,  and. 
deferving  it  by  any  teftimonics  I  can  give  of  my  be- 
ing, Sir,  your  moll  faithful  humble  jfervaot. 

^0  dame  Auguftina  Cary. 

MADAM,         Bruflcls,  Feb.  1 6,  N.  S.  1 666. 

I  Know  not  whether  the  fhame  of  having  been  fo 
long  in  your  debt  be  greater,  than  that  of  paying 
it  fo  ill  at  lad ;  but,  I  am  fure,  it  is  much  harder  to 
be  excufed,  and  therefore  (hall  not  attempt  it,  but 
leave  it  to  Father  Placid^s  oratory  ;  though,  having 
failed  in  the  fubftantiai  part  of  your  bufinefs,  I  have 
little  reafon  to  hope  he  will  fucceed  better  in  the  ce- 
remonial part  of  mine.  The  truth  is,  there  is  fo  great 
a  difference  in  common  found  between,  //  is  done^  and 
//  will  be  done^  that  I  was  unwilling  to  acknowledge 
the  honour  of  having  received  your  Ladylhip*s  com- 
mands, before  I  had  compaffedthat  of  obieying  them ; 
which  the  Marquis  here  hath  fo  often  affured  me 
would  fuddcnly  fall  to  my  (hare,  that  I  thought  wc 
had  both  equal  reafon,  his  Excellency  to  do  it,  and  I 
to  believe  it.  '  This  right  I  muft  yet  do  him,  that  I 
never  prcfledhim  in  this  concern  of  your  Lady  (hip's, 
but  he  told  me  all  my  arguments  were  ncedlefs,  for 
the  thing  (hould  be  done  •,  and  how  to  force  a  man 
that  yields  I  never  underftood  -,  but  yet  I  much  doubt, 
that,  till  the  refult  be  given  upon  the  grofs  of  this  af- 
fair, which  is  and  has  been  fomc  time  under  view, 
your  part  in  particular  will  hardly  be  thought  ripe 
for  either  his  jufticc,  or  favour,  which  will  be  rather 
the  ftyle  it  muft  run  in,  if  it  be  a  defire  of  exemption 
from  a  general  rule  giren  in  the  cafe.     Whatever 

perfon 
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perfon  (after  the  Father's  return)  (hall  be  appointed 
to  obferyc  the  courfe  of  this  affair^  and  purfue  the 
JLady's  pretenfions  here^  will  be  fure  of  all  the  aflift- 
ance  I  can  at  any  time  give  him  *,  chough  I  think  ic 
would  prove  a  more  public  fervice  to  find  fome  way 
of  diflblving  your  fociety,  and  by  that  means  dif* 
pcrfing  fo  much  worth  about  the  world,  than,  by 
preferving  you  together,  confine  it  to  a  corner, 
and  fufFer  it  to  fhine  fo  much  lefs,  and  go  out  fo 
much  fooner,  than  otherwife  it  would.  The  ill  ef- 
fcfts  of  your  retreat  appear  too  much  in  the  ill  fuc- 
cefs  of  your  bufmels  \  tor  I  cannot  think  any  thing 
could  fail  that  your  Ladylhip  would  folicit  -,  but,  I 
prcfume,  nothing  in  this  lower  fcene  is  worthy  either 
that,  or  fo  much  as  your  deiirc  or  care,  which  arc 
words  that  enter  not  your  grates,  to  diilurb  that  per- 
foA  quiet  and  indifferency  which  I  will  believe  in- 
habit there,  and  by  your  happinefs  decide  the  long 
difputc,  whether  the  greater  Ues  in  wanting  nothing, 
oc  poiTefling  much. 

I  cannot  but  tell  you  it  was  unkindly  done  to  re- 
freih  the  memory  of  your  brother  Da  Gary's  lofs,  which 
was  not  a  more  general  one  to  mankind,  than  it  was 
particular  to  ixic :  but,  if  I  can  fuccced  in  your  Lady- 
ihip's  fcrvioey  as  well  as  I  had  the  honour  once  to  do 
in  his  friendlhip,  I  (hall  think  I  have  lived  to  good 
purpofe  here,  and  for  hereafter  (hall  leave  it  to  Al- 
mighty God,  with  a  fubmilTion  as  abandoned,  as  you 
can  exercife  in  the  low  common  concernments  of  this 
worthlefs  life;  which  I  can  hardly  imagine  was  in- 
tended us  for  fo  great  a  mifery  as  it  is  here  commonly 
made,  or  to  betray  fo  large  a  part  of  the  world  to  fo 
mach  greater  hereafter,  as  iscommonly  believed.  How- 
evi^,I  am  obliged  to  your  Ladyfhip  for  your  prayers, 
which  i  am  fure  are  well  intended  me,  and  (hall  re- 
turn you  m  ine,  that  no  ill  thoughts  of  my  fliirh  may 
m:      ..  polfels 
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poilefs  your  Lady  (hip  with  an  ill  one  of  my  worki  too^ 
which  I  am  fure  cannot  fail  of  being  very  meritorious^ 
if  ever  I  reach  the  intentions  I  have  of  expreflSng  my- 
fclf  upon  all  occafions.  Madam,  your  Lady  (hip's  moft 
humble  and  moft  obedient  fervant. 

To  m  Lord  Arlington. 

■    My  Lord>  BruflTels,  March  i,N.S.  1666. 

I  Need  fay  nothing  to  bring  your  Lordlhipacquaintr- 
cd  with  Mr.  Sherwood's  perfon  or  errand  j  yet, 
becaufe  all  men  take  themfelves  tomeafure  bcft  their 
own  bufinefs,  I  would  not  difappoint  his  defires  of  this 
addrefs  ;  though,  to  add  any  thing  to  what  I  write 
«pon  all  occafions,  of  the  Prince  ofMunfter*s  con- 
dition, neceffities,  or  complaints,  were,  as  I  take  it, 
juft  fo  much  of  nothing  to  the  purpofe.  All  I  will 
fay  is,  that  whatever  his  Majcfly  refolves  to  do,  ought 
to  be  fudden,  and  in  a  lump,  to  provide  for  his  taking 
the  field  this  fpring,  with  heart  and  ftrength,  which 
I  believe  a  fum  within  the  compafs  of  a  hundred  of 
his  Majefty's  fubjeds  would  enable  him  to  do  :  no« 
thing  will  ever  hinder  me  to  give  your  Lord(hip 
thofe  tcftimonies  I  defire  of  the  moft  hearty  conftant 

CHon,  wherewith  I  (hall  ever  be,  My  Lord,  your 
rdlhip's,  &c. 

jH?  the  Duke  of  Albemarle. 

My  Lord,  BrufTels,  March  i,  N.  S.  1666. 

UPON  Mr.  Sherwood's  pafTage  this  way  into 
England,  from  the  Bi(hop  of  Munfter,  I  could 
not  refufe  him  the  occafion  of  waiting  upon  your 
Grace,  who  fo  well  knows  how  far  his  Majefty's  ho- 
nour and  intered  may  be  concerned  in  the  fuccefs  of 
his  errand. 

Though 
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*f  hough  that  Prince*s  neceflities  may  be  grown 
great,  as  well  as  his  complaints  and  the  arrears  of  his 
payments,  yet,  I  am  confident,  five  and  twenty  or  thirty 
thoiiland  pounds  in  a  lump,  and  fudden,  would  bring 
him  ftrong  and  vigorous  into  the  field  this  fpring  -, 
which  would  prove  a  cheap  advantage  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  arms,  and  perhaps  the  greateft  in  fight,  next 
to  your  Grace's  commanding  this  fiimmer's  fleet ; 
from  which  we  all  here  certainly  reckon  upon  a  ixxc'- 
cefs  fuitable  to  the  reft  of  your  fortunes  and  glories, 
which  I  hope  to  fee  completed  upon  the  French 
fleets.  Mine  will  be  great,  if  your  Grace  pleafes  to 
efteem  me,  as  you  will  ever  have  reafon  to  do.  My 
Lord,  your  Grace's  moft  faithful  humdle  fervant. 

To  my  Lord  CatUngford. 

My  Lord,  Bruflels,  March  6,  N.  S.  1 666. 

I  Have  this  exception  to  your  fervice,  that  my  faults 
are  taken  notice  of,  and  not  my  diligence  :  for,  in 
•your  Lordfhip's  ofthe  21ft  paft,  I  find  not  the  leaft 
mention  of  any  letters  received  from  me,  though,  I 
am  confident  by  other  circumftances,  fome  of  them 
muft  have  been  come  to  your  hands.  I  fear  your 
news  at  Vienna  is  not  fo  good  nor  true  as  your  wine ; 
and,  by  the  abundance  of  reports  with  (hallow 
grounds,  I  doubt  your  Court  is  rather  inclined  to 
hear  news  than  to  make  ft.  That  Brandenburg  is 
our  enemy,  at  leaft  for  four  months,  is  too  certain  : 
that  Sweden  is  a  friend  to  Munfter,  we  may  guefs  ra- 
ther from  caufes,  than  any  effefts  that  I  know  of : 
and  fince  neither  the  Emperor  nor  Spain  will  contri* 
bute  any  thing  towards  the  Biftiop's  afliftance,  nor  fo 
much  as  the  ftaving  off  enemies,  that  by  Dutch  and 
French  are  raifing  up  againft  him  in  the  Empire  it- 
fclf,  I  know  no  remedy.  But  yet,  in  fpite  of  all  force 
and  artifice  to  difarm  him,  I  r:xpe6t,  for  my  parr,  to 
-•     Vol.  L  R  fee 
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fee  him  rather  befieged  in  Coefvelt  or  Munfter,  than 
make  a  peace  without  our  Mafter's  confent^  as  is  hop** 
ed  by  our  enemies,  and  perhaps  wifhed  by  fome  of 
our  friends,  for  fear  the  continuance  of  his  mulic 
Ihould  make  tliem  dance  before  they  have  a  mind  to 
it.  But  I  believe  all  their  coldneis  and  fhrinking  will 
hardly  defend  them,  and  may  help  them  rather  to 
\o[t  their  friends,  than  gain  their  enemies ;  for  we 
have  certain  news  that  the  French  have  made  a  place 
formes  between  la  Fere  and  Peronne,  where  that 
King  is  coming  down  to  the  rendezvoufes  of  fifteen 
thoufand  men :  and  the  Hollanders,  on  the  other  fide» 
are  fo  incurably  poilefled  with  an  opinion  of  fome 
wonderful  deep  important  league  between  us  and 
Spauiy  that  they  are  upon  the  very'brink  of  refolving 
a  war  too,  and  concluding  a  league  ofieniive,  as  well 
as  defenfive^  with  France  ^  at  leafl,  if  the  afcendanc 
of  this  year  be  favourable  to  De  Witt's  party  as  that 
of  the  lad  was,  which  begins  to  be  a  little  doubted  of 
late.  I  will  not  fend  your  JLordfhip  any  Englifh  let- 
ters, nor  our  declaration  of  war  againfl  the  French, 
in  confidence  it  goes  along  with  your  pacquet ;  by 
which  you  will  fee  his  Majefty  hath  been  as  generous 
iand  civil  as  the  French  King  was  rough  in  his,  to  call 
it  noworfe:  but  he  hath  begun  the  war  with  fo  much 
heat,  that  I  am  apt  to  believe  he  will  come  to  be  cool 
before  it  ends. 

':  I  fhall  rU  deferve  your  Lordihip's  leave  of  writing 
often,  if  I  do  it  fo  long,  and  fo  little  to  the  purpolc 
together r  After  I  have  told  you  my  Lord  Offory  is 
come  over  into  England,  and  that  my  Lord  Arling- 
ton is  for  certain  (as  they  fay  both  in  England  and 
here^  to  marry  the  Lady -^milia,my  Lady  of  Offory 's 
lifter,  I  will  give  your  Lordfhip  the  good  night,  al- 
moft  as  late  as  '  imagine  you  ufe  to  go  to  bed,  and 
only  tell  you  that  I  am,  at  all  hours.  My  Lord,  your 
Lordfhip's  moft  humble  fervant. 
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re?  Sir  Philip  Warwick. 

S  I  R,  Bruflels,  March  12,  N.  S.  1666. 

THOUGH  it  be  more  eafy  and  more  ufual  ta 
beg  favours,  than  to  acknowledge  them,  yet  I 
find  you  are  refolved  to  force  me  upon  the  laft,  with- 
out ever  giving  me  time  or  occafion  for  the  other. 
How  much  I  am  obliged  to  you  in  my  laft  difpatch, 
I  am  told  enough  by  Mr.  Godolphin,  but  more  by 
my  own  heart,  which  will  never  fuffcr  me  to  believe, 
that  a  perfon  to  whom  I  have  been  fo  long,  and  am 
U>  much  a  fervant,  fhould  be  any  other  than  kind  to 
me  \  for  that  is  my  way  of  judging  my  abfent  friends, 
and  ferves,  like  a  watch  in  mypocket,  to  meafure  the 
time,  though  I  fee' no  fun.  The  very  name  of  time 
puts  me  in  mind,  that  yours  is  not  to  be  fpent  idly ; 
and  that  you  are  more  pleafed  to  oblige  your  friends^ 
than  to  receive  their  thanks :  and  therefore  I  will  only 
fay,  that  mine  are  very  fenfible  and  very  hearty,  and 
that  no  man  is,  with  more  reafon  and  with  more  fin- 
cerencfs,  than  I  am,  Sir,  your  aflfeaionatc  humble  fer« 
vant. 

To  the  Bijbop  of  Munfter.        Epifcopo  Monaftcrii. 


Bruffels,  March  12. 
SIR,  N.  S.  1666. 

Y  O  U  R  Highnefs's  letter 
*  of  the  9th  inftant  came 
In  due  time  to  my  hands,  by 
which  I  plainly  find  with  how 
much  faith  and  conftancy,  as 
well  as  wifdom  and  courage, 
your  Highnefs  intends  to  or- 
der your  affairs.  My  utmoft 
endeavours  (hall  not  be  want- 
ing for  the  advancing  of  them, 

as 


Bruxellis,Martiif9. 

CdriffimcDom.N.S.16^. 
J^ESfi  et  Umpeftivi  admodum 
"**•  mhi  reidita  funt  Utirm 
Celjitudinis  ve/ingy  9.  Martii 
data  ;  i  quibm  plani  perfpexi 
quam  inconcuffa  fidij  et  qnim 
decora  conjiantia  &.  V.  resfuas 
femper  omatura  ftt^  dum  eap- 
dem  eximid  prudentid  et  amTno 
molitur  interea^  et  guhemat, 
ATM  cert}  nihil  erit  unquam 
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as  well  as  for  increafing  and     ofalquius  ijlo  officio^  quod  fern- 


cultivating  the  confidence  his 
Majefty  hath  in  your  High- 
nefe  (on  which  the  common 
league  chiefly  relies)  efpecial- 
ly  at  this  time,  when  fo  many 
ill-defigning  men  ufe  all  en- 
deavours to  fhake  or  deftroy 
it,  wherein  it  is  hard  to  tell 
whether  their  folly  or  malice 
be  greater. 


I  hear  every  day  in  this  ci- 
ty,   that  your  Highnefs  has 
made  peace  with  the  Hollan- 
ders, without  any  regard  to 
us  or  our  league,  or  fo  much 
as  confulting  his  Majefty  up- 
on it :  and  I  pretend  to  be- 
lieve what  I  am  told,  though 
I  am  inwardly  aiTured  to  the 
contrary.      As  for  whifpers 
and  rumours,  it  is  not  my  cu- 
ftom  either  to  amufe  others, 
o^  pdrplex  myfelf  witli  them. 
I  confefs  I  was  fomewhat  mo- 
ved   with   a  letter   from  the 
Duke  <A  Bninfwick  to  a  man 
of  underftanding  in  this  city, 
which  I  lately  faw  and  read  \ 
wherein  he  fcems  to  feed  hhn- 
felf  and  his  friend  with  hopes 
of  a  fpeedy  peace  in  all  thofe 
pans  of  Germany,  and  afl'ures 
him,  from  his  certain  know- 
]iedge,that  the  Prince  of  Mun- 
fter   will  accept  it  in  cafe  it 
be  offered    to    him    without 
thcgreatcft  ignominy  and  lofs; 
wherein  he  fays  the  neighbour- 
ing Princes  uic  all  means  to 
engage  him. 

I  am 


per  frajiiti^et  prajlitwrvs  ftitn 
tarn  in  illis  omrA  modo  promo- 
zejidis^  quam  informanda^  et 
ft  opus  fuerit  erigenda  facra 
fua  Regia  Majefiatis  Jidudd^ 
qua  pracipue  niti  videtur  com- 
munis faideris  vinculum  et  ro* 
hurj  hecprafertim  tempore  cum 
multi  et  vafri  et  ventofi  horn- 
nts  iUampedSbus  eant  labefaSia^ 
tum^  majon  levitate  nejcio^  an 
maUtiL 

In  hac  urhe  paccm  jam  r^- 
tam  iri  inter  C.  f^m.  et  Hoilan- 
dosy  pqfihabiiis  onrnino  rationi^ 
bus  et  foederis  et  nojirisy  nedum 
confulta  voluntate^  ego  utrifque 
auribus  quotidie  accipio  ;  credu^ 
litatem  fimuloy  toto  autem  pec^ 
tore  inftcias  eo.  Rumoribus 
certi  et  fufurris  nee  mihi  alios 
pafcere  ajjuetumj  nee  meipfum 
excruciare  ;  commotum  me  pau- 
lofateor  Uteris  Ducis  Brunfwi^ 
cenfis  viro  fagaci  in  hac  urbe 
tranfmijjisy  quas  ipfe  nuperri^ 
me  vidiy  legique  di/igentiiiSy  in 
qidbuSf  et  fefe  et  amicum  muU 
td  fpe  la5lare  videtur  pads  in 
umverfis  ifiis  Germania  par- 
tibus  breviter  rejlituenda  ;  fi- 
bique  pro  contperto  conjlare  af-^ 
fnity  principem  Alonajhrii  earn 
libentijftnie  accepturum^  moda 
fine  fummd  ignominid  et  damno 
earn  oblatam  iri  contingat  \  in 
quo  vicinos  alt  Principes  ole- 
um et  opera m  fum?no  jamjiudia 
impendere. 


Mar- 


and  other  Minijlers  of  State.  '        253 


1  am  forry  to  find  the  Mar- 
quis of  Cartel  Rodrieo  of  the 
fame  opinion  ;  becauie  I  know 
the  event  muft  be  difhonour- 
able  to  your  Highnefs,  and 
win  be  imputed  to  the  King 
my  Matter,  perhaps  as  im- 
prudence, at  leaft,  as  91  for- 
tune. Nor  do  I  think  the 
Spaniards,  at  this  time  of  day, 
fo  generous  as  to  promote  the 
league  (which  we  hope  to  fee 
confirmed  by  my  Lord  Sand- 
wich's embafly  into  Spain)  if 
they  once  imagine,  though 
but  falfly,  that  his  Majefty, 
among  fuch  potent  enemies, 
is  forfalceabj  his^ear:cft  con- 
federates. 

On  the  contrar}'',  I  am  en- 
tirely perfuaded,  as  well  from 
your  Highnefs's  laft  letter,  as 
from  your  virtue  and  good 
fenfe,  that  you  have  too  great 
a  regard  for  your  faith  and  ho- 
nour, to  darken  the  luftre  of 
fo  fair  a  life,  by  fo  foul  a  ftain. 
This  I  do  not  fail  continually 
to  inform  both  his  Majefty 
iind  hts  Miniflers  j  nor  do  I 
doubt,  but  if  fortune  IhaH  be 
wanting  to  the  juftice  of  your 
arms,  fo  far  as  that  your  High- 
nefs fhall  be  in  danger  of  be- 
ing brought  to  the  laft  extre- 
mities, you  will  at  leaft  have 
that  regard  to  fo  facred  a 
league,  and  to  the  honour  of 
fo  great  a  King,  as  to  ^ve 
his  Majefty  timely  notice  ; 
declare  the  invincible  neccfli- 
ties  you  lay  under,  and  defire 
jiermiffion  to  enter  upon  new 
counfels. 

As 


Marchionem  de   Caflel  Ro^, 
drigo  eandem  imbibiffi  plane  opi*  - 
nionem  et  fentio  et  doUo :  quip^ 
pe  ejufmodi  eventum  et  C.  V. 
vitio  verti  necejfe  j/?,  it  Regi 
Domino  meo^  imprudentia  farr 
fan^  autfaltem  tnfosliatatu  Nee 
Hifpanos  ufque  adeo  jam  tern- 
ports  generofos  ajlimo^  ut  pro- 
vehendo  foedcri  (qitod  jam  arc-] 
tius  ajirinu7n  iri  fperamus  mi^' 
perrima  Comiils  de  Sandwich  in 
Hijpaniam     legaiione)   fortius- 
impellant  remosfi  Rcgnn  Domi-^ 
num  meum  inter  tantos   hofles, 
ab  intimo  fcfiderato    dcfertum, 
in\  Jibi    vel  falfo   perjuajf-* 
rim. 

Ego  interta  tarn  ex  pojire^ 
mis  Uteris^  quam  tx  ingcnti  CI 
V.  indole  et  gcmo^  mcnbus  eti- 
am  et  Jiudiis^  mihi  e  contr(i 
proad  omni  aka  perfuafum  ha^ 
beoy  eam  virtuti^  Jidet^  et  gh-^ 
ria  nimis  fceliciter  litajfe^  quam 
ut  tot  decora  tarn  iujignis  vita 
tantd  labe  infufcari  ullo  modo 
patiatur.  Hoc  facrte  fuit  Re^ 
gia  Majejlati^  hoc  Minijhis 
regiis  incukare  non  dejmo  ;  nee 
u/Ius  dubitOj  ft  tam  jujlis  arniis 
fortuna  in  tantum  d^iierit^  ut 
inter  tot  hojla  C,  y,  in  extre* 
niisjf  labor  at  warn  prafentiat ; 
quin  hoc  [ahem  ianto  fxderiy 
hoc  tanti  Regis  mmini  et  au^ 
fpiciii  tribuendum  jiidicet^  utfa- 
cram  fuam  majejlctcm  non  in' 
confuham  Z'clit^  necejfttates  inju- 
perahiles  exponat^  "jeyiiamque  de- 
mum  impetret  novis  et  alienis 
conJiUis  ineuKdif, 
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As  for  us,  I  am  fure  your 
Htghncfs  is  fufficiently  con- 
vinced of  his  Majefty's  care 
in  performing  his  part,  and 
how  happily  he  has  overcome 
the  greateft  difficulties  and 
ftraits,  wherein,  by  occafion 
of  the  late  peftilence,  his  re- 
venues have  been  involved. 
About  ten  days  ago,  I  gave 
Monfieur  Rhintorf  letters  of 
exchange  for  77,0^0  dollars  : 
be  is  a  diligent  perfon,a  friend 
to  the  common  league,  and 
of  equal  probity  and  indudry, 
I  have  given  him  al/b  other 
litters,  wherein  a  very  rich 
merchant  of  Amfterdam  has 
lindertaken  to  tranfmit  30,000 
dollars  more  to  me  with  all 
eonvenient  fpeed.  I  have  al- 
fp  orders  from  his  Majefty, 
to  advance  money  for  your 
Highnefi,  upon  a  great  quan- 
tity of  tin,  lately  recovered 
from  (hipwreck  at  Oftend :  and 
bis  Majefty  has  farther  given 
me  in  charge,  to  let  your 
Highnefs  know,  that  what- 
ever remains  Ihould  be  paid 
Without  faih 


All  this  matter  was  fini(h- 
ed  before  Mr.  Sherwood's  de- 
parture for  England,  whom  I 
have  however  inftiufied  with 
the  beft  counfcl  I  could,  as 
well  as  with  letters  of  recom- 
mendation to  the  Chief  Mini- 
fters  ;  though  I  am  certain 
his  Majefty's  juftice  and  truth 
will 


^odad  partes  noftras  <r/- 
tinet^fatis  confido  C,  V,  abtm* 
de  exploratum  habere  guani$ 
Jiudio  et  opere  facra  fua  Regia 
Majejiai  exptendis  ad  amuffim 
fmgutis  invigilaverii^  quanta* 
que  demvmfcelicitate  anguftias 
et  difficuUatei  fummas  ebidiata 
fity  quibus  per  nuperam  conta^ 
gionem  res  fuas  pracipue  pecu* 
niarlas  hivolutas  Jenjit,  Eg9 
jam  infra  decern  ekpfos  dies 
literas  Cambii  ufque  ad  feptua" 
ginta  feptem  Thaler  or  um  miUia 
valituras^  Domino  de  Rhintorf 
rite  tradidiy  viro  arte  impigro^ 
animique  erga  res  communis  fee- 
deris  propenfejpmiy  tiec  minoris 
ut  mibi  videiur  probiiatis  quam 
indujhia.  Eidem  alias  imper- 
tit  TtteraSy  per  quas  mercator 
admodum  opulentus  Atnftekda* 
mi  in  fe  provinciam  rece* 
pit  trifftnta  adhuc  Thalera- 
rum  nuUia  mihi  quamprimum 
tranfmittendi,  Eodem  tempore 
et  magnamjlanni  molem  Often* 
da  nuper  ex  naufragio  revuU 
fam^  augendis  C.  V.  rationibus 
impendere^  inter  regia  juffa  ha- 
beo  \  pracipuumque  a  facra  fud 
Regia  Majeftate  manaatumy  ut 
C,  V .  perjuajam  penitus  et  fe- 
cur  am  velim,  quod  reliqui  ejl 
fine  uUd  ambage  folutum  iri, 

Hac  omnia  exmffa  et  abfo* 
hta  fuiffe  advertendum  eft  ante 
appulfum  Domini  Sherwood^ 
qucm  tamen  in  tranfttu  faluber'* 
rimis  quibus  fas  erat  conftliis^ 
et  commcndatoriis  apud  fummos 
Regies  Miniftros  Uteris  moni* 
turn  volui  ;  etiamfi  pro  ccm- 
perto  habeam,  Regis  Domim 
mti 
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w31  be  more  prevalent  in  this     met  juftitiam  infignem  it /idem 


matter,  than  the  moft  impor 
tnnate  folicitations  or  com- 
plaints. 

In  the  mean  while  I  (hall 
«fe  nij  iitmoft  care  and  dili- 

Knee  for  the  fervice  of  your 
ghnefs  ;  and  it  will  be  ^our 
part,  not  to  be  wanting  either 
to  his  Majefty,  or  your  own 
honour  and  fafcty,  which  are 
all  concerned  in  this  conjunc- 
ture. I  alfo  beg  your  High^ 
nefi  not  to  be  difcouraged  by 
your  enemies,  not  to  diftruft 
your  old  friends,  nor  defpair 
of  raifmg  new  ones. 

Time  for  thi  better  chaages  fnmty 


In  the  mean  time,  I  wifli 
jroar  Highnefs  health  and  vic- 
tory, and  defirc  you  will  ever 
cfleem  me.  Sir,  your  High- 
nefs's  moft  obedient  bumble 
lervant. 


inviolatam  plus  querimoniis  om* 
tubus  vel  predbus  maxim}  int" 
f9rtunis  in  hoc  re  valituras. 

Eg9  inUrea  cur  Ay  opere^Jlu^ 
iioy  et  diUgentiiy  nee  defiim  nee 
defidurusfim-y  C^udini  au^ 
tem  veftra  cur  a  erit  ne  faerie 
fua  Regia  Majeftati^  ne  fi- 
bimet  ipji  defutrlt^  ne  prvprisg 
denique  gloria  nee  famti^  quas 
in  hec  cafdine  rerum  vertijatis 
perfpeehtm  habere  neajfe  eft* 
i^ec  inter  infurgentes  hoftes  de* 
fpondeat  §ro^  nee  veteribus  ami^ 
CIS  {id  minimum  diffidaty  necde* 
fperet  de  novls  excitandis. 

Multa   dies    variufque  labor 

mutabilis  a^vi 
Detulit  in  melius. 

Faleat  interea  C.  V,  et  vin^ 
tendopergat ;  inter  autem  ad* 
M&ijinus  ejufque  remmftudio^ 
Mms  de  jure  femper  aftinat^ 
C*  V.  objirvantijlimum. 


To  Mr.  *  Godolpbin. 

SIR,  Bruffels,  April  i,  N.  S.  1666. 

AMONG  my  few  debts,  I  could  not  have  ima- 
gined myfelf  likely  to  have  any  in  Spain,  till 
my  late  intelligence  from  England,  and  obfervation 
of  the  winds,  perfuadcd  me  to  it,  as  my  good  con- 
fciencc  does,  to  endeavour  at  the  fatisfaftion  of  them 
before  it  be  called  for.  After  I  have  welcomed  you 
into  the  climate  with  the  {ame  chear  and  kindneis 


Afcenvards  Sir  William  Godolpbin. 
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the  fun  I  know  will  do,  you  muft  receive  my  acknow-  - 
ledgment  of  two  letters  I  had  from  you  before  you 
left  Englifti  ground  :  but,  withal,  fome  reproach  that 
you  could  mingle  the  expreflions  of  your  kindnefs 
with  that  idle  bufinefs  of  accompts,  in  which  you 
arc  too  juft,  as  thofe  you  had  to  deal  with  for  my 
-f-  patent  fees  were,  I  think,  too  merciful,  at  lead, 
much  rtiore  fo  than  I  expefted,  Your  letter  from 
Sheen  was  more  obliging,  in  making  me  believe  you 
met  any  thing,  in  that  comer,  you  could  be  entet- 
tained  or  plcafed  with  5  but,  if  it  were  fo,  I  fear  you 
had  your  revenge  :  for  my  wife  tells  me,  to  my  face, 
in  her  letter  upon  that  occafion,  that  (he  (hall  love  you 
whilft  (he  lives  for  the  kindnefs  of  that  vifir.  What 
effed:  this  might  have  upon  an  abfent  man  in  Spanifh 
air,  I  know  not ;  but,  from  this  more  temperate  cli- 
mate, I  will  affure  you,  that  I  am  content  to  ftiare 
with  you  the  kindnefs  of  my  beft  friends,  which  is 
all  the  quarrel  I  will  raife  at  this  diftance,  upon  this 
occafion. 

The  laft  courier  from  Spain  renewed  our  mourning 
at  this  Court,  for  the  news  of  ♦  Sir  R.  F.  and  Sir 
R.  S.'s  arrival  at  Madrid,  without  fuccefs  in  the  Por- 
tugal truce  ;  which,  being  the  hinge  of  all  affairs  at 
this  time  in  Chriftendom,  is  (I  hope)  referved  for  your 
more  happy  and  more  dexterous  management.  I 
find  it  agreed  from  France,  with  other  parts,  that  no- 
thing will  have  good  iflTue  in  Portugal  without  thq 
llyle  of  King  ;  and  methmks  the  Spaniards  height 
/hould  rather  aim  at  giving  him  King  without  King- 
dom, than  amufe  about  Kingdom  without  King, 
The  beft  fwords,  and  guns,  and  treafures,  will  have 
ever  the  power  of  reviving  thofe  controverfies ;  in 
the  mean  time,  pray  endeavour  to  make  them  fen- 
fiblc,  that  the  poflfeffion  of  Flanders  is  worth  the  rc- 

f  For  Baronet.  •  Sir  Richard  Fanfliaw. 
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▼erfion  of  Portugal  5  and  that  they  could  never  have, 
fuch  a  conjunfture  to  lay  by  the  puntiglio  as  during- 
their  King's  minority,  who,  when  grown  major,  may 
avow  and  difavow  what  he  plcafes  of  his  mother's 
regency. 

It  is  pleafant  to  me  to  be  giving  you  arguments  \ 
but  we  are  fo  full  of  it  here,  as  you  muft  excufe  all 
impcrtincncies  in  this  matter.  In  Ihort,  this  is  a  bufi- 
nefs  muft  of  neceffity  be  done,  and  therefore,  foe 
God's  fake,  difpatch  it :  and  there  is  an  end  of  my 
wife  counfels. 

From  the  Marquis  here  you  muft  look  for  no  great 
afliftance  in  this  one  particular ;  his  birth  and  inter- 
eft  make  it  too  ticklilh  a  ftring  for  him  to  touch  : 
in  all  others  affure  yourfelf  I  have  taken  a  care  to 
prefs  him,  and  bis  Excellency  the  pains  to  endeavour 
all  be  can  poflibly,  for  preparing  whatever  may  ho- 
nour your  reception,  or  facilitate  your  negotiation  \ 
and  being  a  peribn  that  has  run  through  all  the  bufi*. 
nefs  of  that  monarchy,  and  allied  to  almoft  all  thQ 
pcrfons  of  the  council,  I  will  be  confident  his  of- 
fices will  not  be  ufelefs  to  you,  as. I  hope  fome  of  our 
countrymen's  will  that  preceded  them.  When  you 
farther  defire  any  from  his  Excellency  here,  upon 
the  notice,  I  doubt  not  to  furnifh  you. 

I  find  by  him,  the  laft  promotion  of  counfellors 
was  not  made,  cither  by  the  Duke  of  Medina's  or 
Caftriglio's  faftion  or  authority,  but  chiefly  by  the 
Queen's  Confeflbr,  and  on  purpofe  to  ftrengthen  a 
party  dependent  wholly  upon  her  Majefty. 

The  Duke  of  Albuquerque  you  will  find  a  man  of 
more  warmth  than  depth,  and  no  great  leader  in 
council  or  bufinefs  :  Montalto  is  a  man  of  more  head, 
has  more  of  the  Queen's  ear,  and  runs  the  fortune  of 
growing  one  day  into  the  greateft  miniftry  :  he  is  at 
prefent  embroiled  with  the  Duke  of  Medina  ;  but  if 
my  Lord  Sandwich  would  reconcile  thofc  tv/o  ftrings, 

and 
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and  tune  them  together,   he  would  find  it  eafy  t9 
concert  his  own  mufic  there. 

D'Ayala  is  Herb  John,   Aitona  confidered  ;  and 
upon  his  inarch,  which  he  may  fuccecd  well  io,  if  he 
contents  himfclf  to  make  it  by  flow  and  even  fteps. 
Pignoranda  would  make  a  third  party,  is  learned  and 
called  wife,   but  wants  birth  and  vigour  to  fupport 
more  greatnefs  than  he  has.  The  Confeflbr  is  bonnefie 
tcmmcj  has  lived,  till  now,  retired  from  bufinefs,  but 
ipade  a  great  leap  into  it  on  the  fudden.   Caftriglio 
and  Caracena  are  fo  far  known,  as  I  need  fay  nothing 
of  what  you  are  to  hope  or  fear  from  them  in  your 
negotiation.  Pray,  prefent  my  humble  fervice  to  my 
Lord  Ambafiador,  and  give  him  this  little  light,  if 
you  think  it  is  wonh  it.    The  Frenchmen's  looks  to- 
wards us  are  fair,  but  I  doubt  their  meaning  ^  at  the 
fiune  time  they  offer  at  accommodation,   they  write 
into  Holland,  preffing,  all  that  13  poflible,  the  Sutes 
agreement  with  Mun&r,  that  their  forces  may  be  all 
free  to  fall  upon  England,  and  encourage  the  fpeedy 
ietdng  out  of  tlieir  fleet,  with  aflurance  of  their  own 
being  ready  to  join.    They  muftered  fifteen  thoufand 
men,  but  ten  days  hence,  near  this  frontier  in  great 
bravery,  where  Kijig,  Queen,  and  all  the  Court  ap- 
peared.   The  French  King  refolves  to  march  about 
the  firftoFMay,  in  the  head  of  them,  towards  Sedan, 
upon  pretence  to  force  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  to  difarm, 
or,  at  leaft,  to  know  the  caufe  of  this  prefent  arming. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  Hugonots  of  Pidou  have  put 
in  three  requefts  to  the  King,  demanding  liberty  of 
their  churches,  according  to  the  edi£ts  of  Nantes,  and 
mingling  fome  drains  very  bold,   with  others  very 
humble. 

The  Prince  of  Munfter  hath  Envoys  from  fix  of 
his  neighbouring  Princes  now  with  him,  treating  about 
the  peace  and  fccurity  of  the  Weftphalian  circle,  and 
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iQ  accommodation  with  Holland  ;  all  which  gives 
'  jcaloufy  of  his  honour  and  conftancy. 

The  Eleftor  of  Brandenburg  hath  put  in  a  memo- 
rial to  the  States,  recommending  paflionately  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  which  hath  given 
fome  jealoufy  both  to  Dutch  and  French. 

The  Eleftor  of  Cologn  hath  fent  an  Envoy  to  thq 
Hague,  who  is  there  arrived,  to  demand  the  reftitu- 
tion  of  Rhinberg. 

The  Prince  of  Orange's  filler's  marriage  is  conclu-r 
ded  with  the  Duke  of  Simmeren  -,  for  the  confumma- 
tion  of  it,  the  Princcfs  Dowager  and  Prince  of  Orange 
intend  fuddenly  for  Cleve.  Captain  Bennet  and  Sir 
John  Sayers,  with  feveral  others,  are  arrived  at  O- 
ftend  in  the  King's  yacht  for  Mademoifelle  Bevar- 
waert's  tranfportation.  The  Captain  of  the  veflel  ap- 
proaching the  town,  and  pretending  to  take  afhip  be- 
longing to  that  port,  and  entering  there  for  a  Hollan* 
der,  purfued  and  fired  at  her,  till  a  gunner  from  the 
cattle,  not  knowing  what  veflel  ours  was,  gave  her 
one  gun,  but  fo  unluckily,  that  it  ftruck  through  the 
cabin,  killed  the  gunner,  and  fhot  off  the  Captain's 
leg.  I  have  fent  letters  from  the  Marquis  to  the  Go- 
vernor at  Ottend,  to  make  all  excufcs  and  reparations. 
I  have  juft  now  difpatched  an  exprefs  to  the  Hague, 
to  defire  Mademoifelle  Bevarwaert's  command  where 
and  when  I  ftiall  attend  her  paflage,  which  my  Lord 
Arlington  hath  advifed  to  make  by  Antwerp,  and 
to  leave  all  her  money  there  in  my  hands,  which, 
wich  a  hundred  and  fifty  thouiand  dollars  I  fiiall 
meet  there  about  the  fame  time  for  Munfter,  will 
make  me  fo  rich,  that  I  think  I  had  bcft  take  the 
good  time,  and  run  away  to  you  into  Spain ;  but  I 
ihall  never  reckon  upon  your  proteftion  longer  than 
I  have  fome  honefty  mingled  with  my  kindnefs  for 
you  i  and,  while  I  have  the  leaft  of  one,  you  may 
j;cckon  upon  the  mod  of  the  other  that  can  be  from. 

Sir, 
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Sir,  your  mofl  affedionate  friend,  and  moft  faithful 
fcrvant. 

J^o  tbt  Bi/bop  ofMunfier.         Epifcdpo  Monafterii. 


Bruflels,  April  27, 
SIR,  N.S.1666. 

^TPHE  care  your  High- 
•*  nefe  was  pleafed  to  ex- 
prcfs  for  the  fafety  of  my  jour- 
nev,  makes  me  believe  you 
will  be  pleafed  to  hear  how 
fbon  and  happily  I  arrived  at 
Bruflels,  after  many  difficul- 
ties. 

By  a  letter  yeflcrday  I  re- 
commended to  his  Majefly 
the  afiairs  of  your  Highnefs, 
9S  I  promiied  to  6oy  and  hope 
my  care  will  nor  he  in  vain  : 
but,  (incel  left  Munfter,  lam 
informed  that  Monfieur  Col- 
bert the  French  M  in  iftcr  would 
arrive  in  a  little  time  to  buy 
the  troops  that  your  Hlghncfs 
deiigns  to  difmiis«  and  to 
put  ihcm  into  the  French  fer- 
vicc.  Now  I  cannot  but  in- 
form your  Highncfs,  how  un- 
juft,  how  falfe,  and  how  un- 
grateful it  will  appear,  for 
thofc  troops,  that  were  raifcd 
and  armed  by  the  King  my 
mafier's  money,  to  enter  in- 
to the  fcrvice  of  a  foreign 
Prince,  now  at  open  enmity 
with  us,  by  which  means  they 
become  rebel?  rather  than 
enemie5.  And  indeed  I  find 
a!l  the  Minifters  of  Munftcr 
are  exticmely  avcrfe  from  this 
rour.fcl. 

For 


BruxeSiSj  jfprilis  27,  S.N. 
CelfiOime  Donune^  i666« 
OUAlMA  ijia  folidtud^  et 
^  henevolcntia  quas  C.  F.  m 
fecuritaU  timeri  mn  prafian-- 
da  dem^Jiravity  me  ferfua" 
fum  hahent^  n^n  ingratwn  f$re 
ft  earn  certiorem  veBm  qvam 
brevi  et  felidter^  inter  multa  ifi- 
comtmda  et  difficubates^  Bru-- 
xellas  appukrim. 

Ego  jam  per  hejfernas  lit  eras 
9peram  etjlu£iim  meum  impen- 
di  i/ih  iffid'is  C.  F.  erga  fa-^ 
cram  fuam  Regtam  Majcjia^ 
tern  exfclvendisj  qws  pollidtus 
fum,  nee  vanafcre  confido.  Ac- 
ccpi  atdcm  ex  quo  Monajicrh 
difcejfi^  Domhium  Colbert  ///;- 
nijlrum  GalUcum  hrrci  appul- 
furwn  ad  mercamlas  ispias  quas 
d'unjjfura  ejl  C  V.  eafque  in 
Jlipendia  Regis  Gallici  attra* 
Lindas,  Non  pojfum  C.  V.  ce- 
lare  qu^m  iniqur/m^  injidwn^ 
et  ingraium  vidditury  capias 
pectoiia  Regis  domird  mei  con- 
fiatas  et  injhtinas^  in  partes 
et  Jlipendia  tranfire  Regis  ali^ 
enty  jamque  palam  nobis  inimi^ 
f/,  et  centra  nos  armati  i  nee 
ijlo  rnado  did  potrjl^  ut  novum 
helium^  Jed  gen  lis  quoddam  re* 
hellianisy  injlituant ;  a  qtco  con- 
Jilio  ego  omnes^  qtioscorrceniyMo- 
nafterii  offidales  expertus  fum 
adniodum  aHenos. 

Ciim 
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Gion  auUm  ExaUinha  fua 
Dommus  Atarchio  de  Cajid 
Rodr'tgo  in  vatis  bahiot  fubdi^ 
tos  amnes  CatlToUae  Majtjla* 
its  in  fua  JlipenSa  ntrabere^ 
duafqui  infuper  vel  ires  alter  as 
legtones ;  et  in  hunc  finem  y?tf- 
tutrit  Donanum  D  Alona^ 

Jierium  ufqiu  ahltgan  ;  eg9 
multo  magis  et  bonori  et  utilita^ 
ti  Regis  dombii  mei  amduGu-- 
rum  icjihno^  Ji  ccpiig  ifta  in 
aufpicla  etJUpendia  Regis  ncbis 
jam  tempsris  anfoederati  et 
andcijpmi  tranfeant.  Ideogtu 
fupplko  C,  V,  ut  bide  negotia^ 
tiorn  fadlitanda  (quicquid  in 
fe  erit)  utrafque  manus  pra^ 
beat^  idque  officium  Rjegi  domi- 
no meo  nee  igtictum  nee  ingra- 
tum  fore  fponcleo.       C^F.c^c 


.  "For  Cnce  his  Excellency 
the  Marquis  of  Caftel  Rodri- 
go  defigns  to  draw  into  the 
bpani(h  fervice  all  who  are 
fubjefts  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty,  with  two  or  three  regi- 
ments befides;  and  for  that 
end  defigns  to  fend  Monfieur 

D to  Munfter  ;  I  think  it 

more  for  the  honour  and  ad- 
vantage of  the  King  my  ma- 
iler, that  thefe  forces  be  pla- 
ced in  the  fervice  of  a  Prince 
who  has  been  long  our  friend 
and  confederate  ;  and  there- 
fore I  defire  your  Highnefs  to 
give  a  hand  to  this  negotia- 
tion, which  I  promife  (hall  be 
neither  unknown  nor  unwel- 
come to  the  King  my  matter. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  Highnefs's,  &c. 


To  Sir  John  Temple. 

SIR,  Bruflels,  May  10,  N.S.  1666. 

AFter  fo  long  and  fo  hard  a  journey,  I  thought  you 
would  be  glad  to  know  I  was  well  again  in  my 
former  ftation,  and  what  was  the  occaiion  of  my  lea- 
ving it  fo  fuddenly  and  fo  privately,  that  I  could  not 
acquaint  any  of  my  friends  with  it  before  I  went, 
which  now  I  am  at  liberty  to  entertain  you  with. 

This  winter  has  pafled  with  much  noife,  made  by 
the  Bifhop  of  Munllcr  in  his  entcrprife  againft  Hol- 
land, with  fomc  attempts,  but  little  fuccefs.  The 
fault  he  has  laid  in  fome  degree  upon  the  Marquis 
here,  for  refufing  to  fufrer  the  Dukeof  Bornoville  to 
go  and  command  his  troops,  which  he  durft  not  con- 
fent  to,  for  fear  of  giving  too  much  offence  to  the 
French  and  Dutch,  at  a  time  when  the  Spaniards 
here  are  in  ill  condition  for  a  quarrel:  but  the  Bi- 
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Ihop's  chief  complaints  have  been,   want  of  thofe 
fums  of  money  ftipulated  by  his  Majefly  to  be  fur- 
nifhed  him  both  before  and  after  his  taking  the  field. 
Our  excufes  upon  the  lofs  of  the  fhips  with  tin  be- 
fore Oftend,  though  they  may  ferve  to  keep  us  in 
countenance,  yet  they  will  not  pay  forces  in  the  fields 
which  he  has  often  threatened  th^fe  three  months  paft 
mud  break  up,  without  fpeedy  fupplies.  In  the  mean 
time  his  neighbouring  Princes  of  the  Empire,   efpe- 
cially  the  Eledors  of  Mentz  and  Brandenburg,  with 
the  Duke  of  Nieuburg,  feeing  a  flame  broke  out, 
which  muft  draw  foreign  armies  into  the  Empire, 
both  French  and  Dutch,  have  ufed  firft  all  offices 
they  could  to  prevail  with  the  Bilhop  to  make  his 
peace  with  Holland,   engaged  the  Emperor  himfelf 
in  the  fame  endeavours,  and,  finding  him  fteady  to  his 
treaty  with  the  King,  at  laft  the  Duke  of  Branden- 
burg drew  his  forces  into  the  field,  refolved  to  com- 
pel him'  by  joining  with  the  Dutch,  if  he  could  not 
perfuade  him  to  make  the  peace  ;  and  the  Duke  of 
Nieuburg  prepared  to  fecond  him  in  thisdcfign.  The 
French  were  not  wanting  in  their  offices  to  the  fame 
ends  5   fo  that  a  private  agreement  was  made  about 
the  beginning  of  this  month,  for  the  French,  Dutch, 
and  Munftcr  Envoys  to  meet  at  Cleve,  and  there  treat 
the  peace,  under  the  mediation  of  the  Eleftor  of 
Brandenburg. 

As  foon  as  the  King  received  this  alarm,  he  fent 
an  exprcfs  immediately  to  command  me  away  the  in- 
ftant  I  received  it,  with  a  commiffion  to  the  Bifhop 
of  Munfter,  and  with  inftruftions  to  do  all  I  could 
poffibly  to  hinder  the  peace,  and  with  bills  of  ex- 
change to  revive  his  payments,  which  had  been  long 
intermitted,  andpromife  of  more  to  be  remitted  eve- 
ry poil,  which  I  was  to  order  into  his  agent's  hands 
here,  in  my  abfence. 

I  went 
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I  went  accordingly,  acquainting  none  with  my  go^ 
ing  but  the  Marquis  here,  who  gave  me  twenty  of  his 
own  guards,  with  command  to  follow  abfolutely  all 
orders  I  fhould  give  them.  I  was  to  pafs  through  a 
great  deal  of  the  Spanifh  country,  much  infefted  with 
Dutch  parties,  more  of  the  Duke  of  Nieuburg's, 
and  more  yet  of  the  Brandenburgers,  who  I  know 
were  all  enemies  to  the  affair  I  went  upon,  and  there- 
fore thought  it  beft  to  pafs  for  a  Spanifh  Envoy,  fenc 
from  the  Marquis  Caftel  Rodrigo  to  the  Emperor, 
and  charged  my  fmall  guard,  and  the  Cornet  that 
commanded  them,  to  keep  true  to  this  note.  And 
ibme  of  my  fervants,  as  well  as  mod  of  the  guards, 
ipeaking  Spanifh,  I  fpoke  nothing  elfe,  unlefs  in 
private,  or  when  I  was  forced  out  of  it  by  Tome  in- 
cident. 

In  this  guife  I  came  to  Dufleldorp,  where  the  Duke 
of  Nieuburg  happened  to  be  (contrary  to  what  I  had 
been  informed) :  as  foon  as  I  was  in  my  inn,  one  of 
his  officers  came  to  know  who  I  was,  and  whither  I 
was  going  *,  and  would  aot  be  fatisSed  by  the  com- 
mon anfwer  from  my  fervants  and  guards,  but  would 
receive  it  from  me  :  when  he  came  up,  though  with 
much  civility,  yet  he  preffed  me  fo  far,  that  I  found 
there  was  no  feigning  with  him,  and  fo  bid  him  tell 
the  Duke,  that  within  an  hour  I  would  come  and 
give  him  an  account  both  of  myfelf  and  my  journey. 
I  remembered  the  great  kindnc^  that  had  ever  inter- 
ceded between  his  Majefly  and  this  Prince  ;  and, 
though  I  went  upon  an  errand  that  I  knew  was  dif- 
agreeable  to  him,  yet  I  thought  he  would  be  lefs 
liTkely  to  crofs  me,  if  I  acquainted  him  frankly  with 
it,  than  if  I  difguifed  fcurvily,  as  I  was  likely  to  do, 
being  the  thing  of  the  world  I  could  do  the  mod  un- 
cafily. 

I  had  a  letter  of  credence  which  I  brought  out  of 
England  at  my  firft  coming  over  for  this  Prince  j 

bur. 


1^ 


264        Letters  of  Sit  William  Temple^ 

but,  paffing  another  way  to  Munftcr,  I  had  not  ufcd 
it,  and  fa  refolvcd  to  do  it  now.  I  did  fo,  gave  it 
him,  told  him  my  errand  ;  how  much  his  Majefty 
reckoned  upon  his  friendftiip,  and  defired  his  good 
offices  to  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter  in  the  defign  I  went 
upon,  of  keeping  him  firm  to  his  treaties  with  the 
King  my  matter. 

This  Duke  is',  in  my  opinion,  the  fineft  Gentleman 
of  any  German  I  have  feen,  and  deferves  much  bet- 
ter fortune  than  he  is  in ;  being  fmall,  very  much 
broken,  and  charged  with  a  very  numerous  iffue  ;  he 
feems  about  fifty  years  old,  tall,  lean,  very  good 
mien,  but  more  like  an  Italian  than  a  German  :  aU 
he  fays  is  civil,  well  bred,  honnefte^  plain,  eafy,  and 
has  an  air  of  truth  and  honour.  He  made  great  pro- 
feffions  of  kindnefs  and  refpeft  to  the  King,  was  for- 
ry  he  could  not  ferve  him  in  this  affair  ;  his  engage- 
ments were  already  taken  with  the  Emperor  and  his 
neighbouring  Princes  for  making  the  Munfter  peace, 
and  by  that  means  keeping  war  out  of  the  Empire. 
He  doubted  I  could  not  ferve  his  Majefty  upon  this 
errand  neither  •,  for  he  firft  believed  I  could  not  get 
fafe  to  Munftcr,  the  ways  being  all  full  of  Dutch  and 
Brandenburg  parties,  who  had  notice  of  the  King's 
intention  to  fend  away  to  the  Biftiop  upon  this  occa- 
fion ;  and,  if  I  fliould  arrive,  he  believed,  however, 
I  ftiould  find  the  peace  figned  before  I  came. 

My  anfwer  was  ftiort,  for  I  was  very  weary,  that 
go  I  would,  however  I  fucceeded  ;  that,  for  the  dan- 
ger of  the  journey,  I  knew  no  providing  againft  it, 
but  a  very  good  guide  who  might  lead  me  through 
ways  the  moft  unfrequented ;  that  I  would  defire  his 
Highnefs  to  give  me  one  of  his  own  guards  to  con- 
duft  me,  becaufe  none  would  expedt  a  perfon  going 
upon  my  defign,  would  have  one  of  his  livery  for  a 
guide  i  and  I  defired  he  would  let  me  pafs,  as  I  had 
done  hitherto  in  my  journey,  for  a  Spanifli  Envoy. 
2  The 
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T!*he  Diike,  after  fome  difficulties  at  firft  (which  we 
turned  into  pleafantries)  complied  with  me  in  all  i  I 
took  my  leave^    and  went  away  early  next  morning. 

I  never  travelled  a  more  favage  country,  over  cruel 
hills,  through  many  great  and  thick  woods,  ftony 
and  rapid  ftreams,  never  hardly  in  any  highway,  and 
very  few  villages,  till  I  came  near  Dortmund,  a  ci- 
ty of  the  Empire,  and  within  a  day's  journey,  or 
fomething  more,  of  Munfter.  The  night  I  came  to 
Dortmund  was  fo  advanced  when  I  arrived,  that  the 
gates  were  fhut,  and  with  all  our  eloquence,  which 
was  as  moving  as  we  could,  we  were  not  able  to  pre* 
vail  to  have  them  opened  -,  they  advifcd  us  to  go  to 
a  village  about  a  league  diftant,  where  they  faid  we 
might  have  lodging.  When  we  came  there,  we  found 
it  all  taken  up  with  a  troop  of  Brandenburg  horfe^ 
fo  as  the  poor  Spanifli  Envoy  was  fain  to  eat  what 
he  could  get  in  a  barn,  and  to  fleep  upon  a  heap  of 
ilraw,  and  lay  my  head  upon  my  page  inftead  of  a 
pillow.  The  bcft  of  it  was,  that  he,  underftanding 
Dutch,  heard  one  of  the  Brandenburg  foldiers  comb- 
ing into  the  barn,  to  examine  fome  of  my  guards 
about  me  and  my  journey,  which,  when  he  was  fa^ 
tisfied  of,  he  asked  if  he  had  heard  nothing  upon  the 
way  of  an  Englifh  Envoy  that  was  expefted ;  the 
fellow  faid,  he  was  upon  the  way,  and  might  be  at 
Dortmund  within  a  day  or  two,  with  which  he  was 
fatisfied,  and  I  flcpt  as  well  as  I  could. 

The  next  morning  I  went  into  Dortmund,  and, 
hearing  there  that,  for  five  or  fix  leagues  round,  all 
was  full  of  Brandenburg  troops,  I  dilpatched  away  a 
German  Gentleman  I  had  in  my  train,  with  a  letter 
to  theBifhop  of  Munfter,  to  let  him  know  the  place 
and  condition  I  was  in,  and  defire  he  would  fend  me 
guards  immediately,  and  ftrong  enough  to  convey 
:inc^  The  night  following  my  meflenger  returned, 
and  brought  me  word,  that,   by  eight  o'clock  the 
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monung  after,  a  Commander  of  the  Bifhop's  wouU 
come  in  fight  of  the  town,  at  the  head  of  twdvt 
Imndred  horfe,  and  defired  I  would  come  and  join 
them  fo  ibon  as  they  appeared.  I  did  fo,  and,  ajfter 
^n  eafy  march  till  four  o'clock,  I  came  to  a  caftle  of 
the  Bifliop^s,  where  I  was  received  by  Lieutenancy 
Goneral  Gorgas,  a  Scotfman  in  that  fervice,  who 
t>mitted  nothing  of  honour  or  entertainment  that 
could  be  given  me.  There  was  nothing  here  remark- 
able, but  the  moft  Epifcopal  way  of  drinking  that 
could  be  invented.  As  foon  as  we  came  in  the  great 
hall,  there  flood  many  flaggons  ready  charged,  the 
General  called  for  wine  to  drink  the  King's  health  ; 
they  brought  him  a  formal  bell  of  filver  gilt,  that 
might  hold  about  two  quarts  or  more ;  he  took  it 
empty,  pulled  out  the  clapper,  and  gave  it  me,  who 
he  intended  to  drink  to,  then  had  the  bell  filled^ 
drunk  it  off  to  his  Ma^efty's  health,  then  asked  me  for 
the  clapper,  put  it  in,  turned  down  the  bell,  and  rung 
it  out,  to  (hew  he  had  played  fair,  and  left  nothing 
in  if,  took  out  the  clapper,  defired  me  to  give  it  to 
whom  I  pleafed,  then  gave  his  bell  to  be  filled  again, 
and  brought  it  to  me.  I  that  never  ufed  to  drink, 
and  feldom  would  try,  had  commonly  fbme  Gentle- 
men with  me  that  ferved  for  that  purpofe  when  is 
was  neceflary ;  and  fo  I  had  the  entertainment  of 
feeing  his  health  go  current  through  about  a  dozen 
hands,  with  no  more  fhare  ia  it  than  jufl  what  I 
pleafed. 

The  next  day  after  noon,  about  a  league  from 
Munfter,  the  Bifhop  met  me  at  the  head  of  fo«r  thou^ 
fand  horfe,  and  in  ^pearance  brave  tr'Oops.  Before 
bis  coach,  that  drove  very  faft,  came  a  guard  of  a- 
hundred  Hey  Ihskes  that  he  had  brought  from  the 
lafl  campaign  in*  Hungary ;  they  were  in  fhort  coats^ 
and  caps  all  of  a  brown  colour,  every  man  carrying 
a  fabre  by  his  iide^  a  fhort  pole-ax  before  him^  and  a 
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ftkrewed  gun  hanging  at  his  back  by  a  leather  belt 
chat  went  crofs  his  fhoulder.     In  thb  pofture  they 
run  almoft  full  fpeed,  and  in  excellent  order,  and 
were  faid  to  fhooc  two  hundred  yards  with  their 
skrewed  gun,  and  a  bullet  of  the  bignefs  of  a  large 
pea,  into  the  breadth  of  a  dollar  or  crown-piece.  When 
the  coach  came  within  forty  yards  of  me  it  flopped, 
I  faw  the  Bifhop  and  his  General  the  Prince  d'Hom^ 
berg  come  out ;  upon  which  I  alighted,  fo  as  to  meet 
him  between  my  hories  and  his  coach  :  after  com- 
pliments, he  would  have  me  go  into  his  coach,  and 
ut  alone  at  the  back  end,  referving  the  other  to  him* 
felf  and  his  General.    I  excufed  it,  faying,  I  came 
without  chara£ter ;  but  he  replied,  diat  his  agent  had 
writ  him  word  I  brought  a  commiffion,  which  ftyled 
me  Oratorem  noftrum  (as  was  true)  and  that  he  knew 
what  was  due  to  that  ftyle  from  a  great  King.  I  ne- 
ver was  nice  in  taking  any  honour  that  was  offered 
to  the  King's  chara£ter,  and  foeafily  took  this  :  but 
from  it,  and  a  reception  fo  extraordinary,  began  im- 
mediately to  make  an  ill  prefage  of  my  bufinefs,  and 
to  think  of  the  Spanifh  proverb, 

^ien  te  bafe  mas  corte  que  nofuek  bazer 
Ote  ba  d^enganner  ote  ba  menefter. 
And  with  thefe  thoughts^  and   in  this  pofhire^  I 
entered  Munfler,    and  was  condu(£ted  by  the  Bifhop 
tx>  a  lodging  prepared  for  me  in  one  of  the  Canons 
boufes. 

The  Bifhop  would  have  left  me  immediately  after 
he  brought  me  to  my  chamber ;  but  I  told  hiih  I 
could  not  let  him  go  without  asking  an  hour  of  iiu* 
dience  that  very  evening.  He  would  have  excufed  it 
upon  refpeft  and  wearinefs,  and  much  compliment ; 
but  i  perfifted  in  it,  unlefs  he  would  chufe  to  fit 
down  where  we  were,  and  enter  upon  affairs  without 
ceremony.  He  was  at  lafl  contented;  and  I  faid 
all  I  could  towards  my  end  of  keeping  Um  to  the 
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faith  of  his  treaty  with  the  Kingj  to  the  pulfuit  o^ 
the  war  till  both  confented  to  the  peace,  and  to  the 
cxpedlations  of  the  money  that  was  due.  He  anfwer- 
ed  me>  with  the  necelTicies  that  had  forced  him  to 
treat,  from  the  failing,  of  his  payments,  the  vio- 
lences of  his  neighbour  i'rinces,  and  the  laft  inftances 
of  the  Emperor ;  but  that  he  would,  upon  my  com^ 
ing,  difpatch  one  immediately  to  Cleve,  to  com- 
mand his  Minifters  to  make  a  flop  in  their  treaty 
till  they  received  farther  orders,  which  I  ihould  be 
mafter  of. 

I  went  to  fupper  after  he  left  me^  but  was  told 
enough  privately  to  fpoil  it  before  I  fat  down,  which 
was,  that  the  treaty  was  figncd  at  Cleve  ;  though  I 
took  no  notice  of  it,  becaufe  I  knew,  if  it  were  fa, 
being  angry  would  hurt  no  body  but  my  mafter  or 
myfelf. 

Next  day  the  Bilhop  made  a  mighty  feaft  among 
all  his  chief  Officers,  where  we  fat  for  four  hours, 
and  in  bravery  I  drank  fair  like  all  the  reft  ;  and  ob- 
ierved  that  my  Spanifh  Cornet,  and  I  that  nevar 
ufed  it,  yet  came  oft  in  better  order  than  any  of  the 
company.  I  was  very  fick  after  1  came  to  my  lodg- 
ing ;  but  he  got  a  horfeback  on  purpofe  to  fhew 
himfelf  about  the  town,  while  the  reft  of  the  conr* 
pany  were  out  of  fight  all  the  afternoon.  The  day 
after  was  agreed  to  give  me  an  account  of  the  affair 
of  Cleve ;  upon  the  return  of  the  Bifhop's  exprefs 
^fter  my  arrival,  and  at  an  audience  in  the  evening, 
with  great  pretence  of  trouble  and  grief,  he  confefled 
the  treaty  was  figned,  and  ib  paft  remedy,  and  that 
it  had  been  fo  before  his  exprefs  arrived,  though 
much  againft  his  expeftation,  as  he  profefTed  v  I  am 
fure  it  was  not  againft  mine,  for  I  left  BrofTels  in  the 
belief  that  I  fhould  certainly  find  all  concluded, 
which  made  my  journey  much  harder  than  it  could 
Kave  been  with  any  hopes  of  fucceeding. 
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I  told  him,  when  I  found  all  ended,  arid  no  hopes 
dF  retrieving  it,  that  I  would  be  gone  within  a  day  or 
two,  and  would  take  my  leave  of  him  that  night, 
'being  not  well,  and  needing  fome  reft  before  I  began 
my  journey.  He  faid  and  did  all  that  could  be  to 
pcrfuade  my  ftay  till  I  had  reprefented  his  reafons  to 
the  King,  and  received  an  anfwer  :  and  I  found  his 
defign  was  to  keep  me  as  long  as  he  could,  while  his 
agent  at  BnifTels  received  bills  of  exchange  from 
England  that  were  ordered  him  in  my  ablcnce ;  fo 
that  I  knew  not  how  much  every  day's  ftay  would 
coft  the  King,  and  that  no  other  fervice  was  to  be 
done  his  Majefty  in  this  affair,  befides  faving  as  much 
of  his  money  as  I  could.  The  Biftiop,  finding  me 
immoveable,  advifed  me  however  in  pretended  kind- 
xicfs  to  go  by  Cologn,  which,  though  four  or  five 
days  about,  would  be  the  only  way  that  was  left  for 
me  with  any  fafety,  the  Dutch  and  Brandenburgers 
having  pofted  themfelves  on  purpofe  to  attend  my 
return  iippn  all  the  other  roads ;  and  he  offered  me 
Colonel  Oflbry,  an  Irifh  Gentleman  in  his  fervjce,  to 
conduct  me  :  I  feemed  to  accept  all,  and  to  be  obli- 
ged by  his  care,  but  wiftied  myfelf  well  out  of  it,  and 
took  my  leave,  though  he  pretejided  tp  fee  me  again 
next  day. 

I  went  homcj  and  inftead  of  going  to  bed,  as  I 
gave  out,  I  laid  my  journey  fo  as  to  be  on  horfebacjc 
next  morning  between  three  and  four  o'clock  upon 
Good-Friday, '  which  I  thought  might  help  me  to 
make  my  journey  lefs  fufpefted :  1  fee'd  the  officer 
that  opened  the  gates  for  me,  to  keep  them  (hut  two 
hours  longer  thiui  ufual  that  morning  (which  I  hear 
was  performed)  and  fo  committed  myfelf  to  the  con- 
duft  of  the  Duke  of  Nieuburg*s  guide,  to  lead  me 
the  (horteft  way  he  could  into  fome  place  belonging 
fo  his  mafter.  I  rode  hard,  and  without  any  ftop, 
tp  4  village  eight  leagues  from  Munfter,  and  juft 
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upon  the  borders  of  the  Brandenburg  country :  there 
I  baited,  and  pretended  to  go  to  bed  and  ftay  all 
night ;  but  in  an  hour's  time,  having  got  ftdSk 
borfes  ready  for  four  men  that  I  pretended  to  fend 
before  me,  I  put  on  a  claque  of  one  of  the  Mar- 
quis's guards,  and  with  my  page,  the  Duke  of  Nieu- 
burg's  guard,  and  Colonel  Majette,  a  Flemifh  officer 
in  the  Munfter  fervice,  I  took  horfe  at  the  back  door 
<rf  my  inn,  while  the  reft  of  my  company  thought 
me  a-bed,  and  refolved  to  ride  as  far  as  I  could  the 
reft  of  that  day,  leaving  my  fteward  to  follow  me 
the  next,  with  the  reft  of  my  train  and  guards. 

I. rode  till  eight  at  night  through  the  wildeft  coun- 
try and  moft  unfrequented  ways  that  ever  I  faw,  but 
being  then  quite  fpent,  and  ready  to  fall  from  my 
horfe,  I  was  forced  to  ftop  and  lay  me  down  upon  die 
ground  till  my  guard  went  to  a  peafant*s  houfe  in 
light,  to  find  if  there  were  any  lodging  for  me  ;  he 
brought  me  word  there  was  none,  nor  any  provi- 
fions  in  the  houfe,  nor  could  find  any  thing  out  a 
little  bottle  of  juniper  water,  which  is  the  common 
cordial  in  that  country :  I  drank  a  good  deal,  and 
with  it  found  my  fpirits  fo  revived,  that  I  refolved  to 
venture  upon  the  three  leagues  that  remained  of  my 
journey,  fo  as  to  get  into  the  territories  of  Nieubui^ 
having  paffcd  all  the  way  fince  I  left  my  train  throu^ 
thofe  ot  Brandenburg,  whofe  engagements  with  me 
Dutch  left  me  no  f^ety  while  I  was  there.  Abou( 
midnight  I  came  to  my  lodging,  which  was  fo  mife^ 
rable  that  I  lay  upon  ftraw,  got  on  horfeback  by 
break  of  day,  and  to  DuiTeldorp  by  noon ;  where 
being  able  to  ride  no  farther  I  went  to  bed  for  an 
hour,  fent  to  make  my  excufes  to  the  Duke  of  Nieu* 
burg  upon  my  hafte  and  wearinefs,  and  to  borrow 
his  coach  to  carry  me  to  Ruremond,  which  was 
a  long  day's  journey.  This  Prince  fent  me  his 
coach,  and  his  compliments,  with  all  the  civility 
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in  the  world.  I  went  away  that  afternoon,  got  to 
Ruremond  the  next,  and  from  thence  hither,  not 
without  great  danger  of  the  Dutch  parties,  even  in 
the  ^panilh  country  :  and  fo  have  ended  the  harde^ 
joumty  that  ever  I  made  in  my  life,  or  ever  (hall ; 
for  fuch  another  I  do  not  think  I  could  ever  bear» 
with  a  body  no  ftronger  than  mine. 

At  my  return  I  have  had  the  fortune  to  ftop  (eve- 
ral  bills  of  exchange  that  would  otherwife  have  fal- 
len into  the  hands  of  the  Bi(hop*s  agent  here,  and 
to  forbid  the  payment  of  the  reft  he  received  in  my 
aWencc,  which,  though  accepted  by  the  merchants 
^  Antwerp,  yet  were  not  fatisfied,  the  time  having 
not  cipircd  at  which  they  were  pavable.  And  this 
iervice  to  the  King  is  all  the  fatista&ion  I  have  hf, 
this  adventure,  which  has  ended  the  whole  affair  oC 
Munfter  that  has  of  late  made  fo  much  noife,  and 
railed  fo  much  expcftation  in  the  world.  I  am.  Sir, 
yours,  &c. 

To  the  Duke  of  OrmonJ. 

My  Lord,  Bruflcls,  May  14,  N.  S.  1666. 

T Hough  my  late  Munfter  journey  has  given  your 
Grace  fome  eafe  by  my  intermiffions,  and  me 
manv  troubles ;  yet  I  met  none  of  which  I  was  more 
fedllDle,  than  what  I  received  at  my  return  by  the  news 
of  your  Grace*^  indifpofition.  But  I  comtorted  my- 
iclf  firft,  that  your  health  is  too  confiderablc  to  fall, 
though  it  may  fuffer,  under  common  accidents  ;  and 
fince,  with  the  certainty  given  me  of  its  recovery  :  in 
Whidh  I  give  your  Grace,  what  I  receive  by  it  myfelf, 
a^  much  joy,  I  art  fure,  as  if  I  felt  never  fo  great  an 
addition  to  my  own  ;  fince  mankind  is  efteemed  fo 
great  a  felf-lover,  that  thefe  are  the  highel^  expreflioM 
will  be  allowed  us. 
I  have  defirtfd  my  Lord  Arlington  to  give  your 
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Crace,  in  my  own  letters  to  his  Lordfhip,  the  account 
of  my  whole  tranfaftion,  which  I  take  no  great  plca*^ 
fure  in  repeating,  and  fhpuld  very  difficultly  at  once 
give  relations  fo  particularly,  as  what  I  made  whilit 
the  obje^s,  their  difpofitions,  and  motions,  were  in 
my  eye.  The  length  of  them  may  make  them  too 
much  trouble  to  your  Grace,  of  which  my  father  or 
Brother,  I  know,  would  be  glad  to  eafe  you,  and  give 
the  minute  of  a  draught  at  large, 

I  fo  concerted  with  the  Bifhop  whilft  I  was  there» 
and  with  the  Marquis  here  at  my  return,  that  we  cx- 
ped  here  between  five  orfixthoufandof  his  bed  troops, 
upon  his  Excellency's  paying  fifty  thoufand  patta- 
cons,  and  obliging  himfelf  to  reflore  them  upon  re- 
payment of  the  like  fum  whenever  the  Bifhop  fli^ 
have  need  of  them  •,  which  is  a  better  difpofal  of  forces 
raifed  by  his  Majelly's  money,  than  if  they  had  been 
drawn  over  into  the  French  fervice,  according  to  their 
profpeft,  and  Monfieur  Colbert's  endeavour,  who  was 
lent  to  Miinfter  on  purpoie  to  marchand  them.  Whc-» 
ther  the  Duke  of  Nieuburg,  who  feems  wholly  French, 
wiil  make^ny  difficulty  in  giving  them  pafTagethro* 
ii:3  country,  I  know  not  -,  nor  whether  the  fight  be 
ziw?  Ai/ich  was  lately  given  me  of  a  warlike  to  fuc- 
cc::i  i.i  ihofe  parts  between  that  Duke  and  the  M^r- 
cju'.s  of  Brandenburg,  which  would  in  this  conjunc* 
ti:i  (  iTi ingle  the  cards  after  the  flrangeft  manner  ima- 
'.-iiblc. 

Though  we  hear  much  of  our  fleet^s  being  at  fea, 
■'■ :  \^^  tiilk  more  here  of  the  Dutch  flownefs,  who 
' ;/  e  not  yet  men  for  above  fifty  fhips,  and  thofe  fo 
'  :,:r.rtencd  and  cold  in  the  fervice,  that  I  fear  no- 
ting but  their  eluding  our  great  preparations  by 
'  -^'p^"3  clofe  in  their  harbours,"  till  for  want  of  vjc- 
.   a.s  v/e  n::iy  be  forced  to  return  to  ours, 

?Jy  Lord  Carlingford  is  now  at  Prague,  uncertain 
Vipori  his  late  letters  from  Court,  whether  he  advances 
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this  way,  or  returns  tQ  the  Emperor,  whither  he  hath 
diipatched  his  fon,  and  where  we  have  feme  groynd 
of  complaint,  feeing  the  Emperor's  name  among  all 
the  other  Princes  m  the  guaranty  of  the  Munftcr 
peace.  The  endeavour  of  that  Court  had  been  much 
better  employed  in  compaffing  the  peace  with  Portu- 
gal,  which  hangs  yet  in  great  uncertainties,  not  to  fay 
difficulties :  neither  of  which  there  is  the  lead  of  in 
my  being,  with  moft  hearty  and  unfeigned  paffion, 
]My  Lord,  yours,  &c, 

T(?  ny  Lord  Lijte. 

My  Lord,  Bruffels,  Aug.— N.  S.  1666. 

I  Received  lately  the  honour  of  one  from  your  Lord- 
Ihip,  and  by  it  the  fatisfaftion  of  finding  your 
health  and  good  hurpour  continue,  as  well  as  my  (hare 
in  your  favour  and  memory,  which  I  am  mucn  con- 
cerned in.  I  aflure  your  Lordlhip,  in  the  midft  of  a 
town  and  employment  entertaining  enough,  and  a  life 
notuncafy,  my  imaginations  run  very  otten  over  the 
pleafures  of  the  air,  and  the  earth,  and  the  water,  but 
much  more  of  the  converfation,  at  Sheen  ;  and  make 
IPC  believe,  that,  if  my  life  wears  not  out  too  foon, 
J  may  end  it  in  a  corner  there,  though  your  Lordlhip 
will  leave  it,  I  know,  in  time  for  fome  of  thofe  greater 
and  nobler  houfes  that  attend  you.  I  am  obliged  by 
the  very  pleafing  relations  ycu  give  from  tlu)fe  fofter 
fcenes,  in.  return  of  which,  fuch  as  I  can  make  you 
from  thofe  of  bufinefs,  or  war,  or  tumult,  muft,  I 
know,  yield  rougher  entertainment  •,  and  therefore  I 
have  fent  them  in  a  paper,  which  (hall  pafs  rather  for 
a  Gazette  than  a  letter  j  and  (hall  content  my(elf  on- 
ly to  tell  your  Lordfhip,  that  it  is  hardly  to  be  ima- 
gined the  change  which  about  three  weeks  pad  have 
inade  in  the  face  of  {-Iplland's  affairs,  which  are  now 
f  flecmed  here  10  be  upon  the  point  of  breaking  into 
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much  fuch  a  confufion  as  wc  faw  in  England  about 
1659  :  nor  can  any  thing  t\tM^  te  iddU  ill  thdi! 

J)arts  to  the  reputation  bihisMajdfty^slthiis  ^Ukd'if- 
airs ;  fo  far,  that  it  groWs  a  credit  to  bft  afi  &uiiih- 
man  ^  and  not  only  here,  but  in  AthlteMdnl  iC^.  I 
am  told  my  Lord  Suffbrd,  who  wc^ilC  lately  thither 
about  a  procefs,  has  more  hats  tod  legs  thlA  the  Sot- 
^mafter  of  the  town.  I  will  ildt  incMlliiyour  Ldtd^ 
mip's  trouble  by  any  enlarging  updA  thk  dibjefd,  h*- 
^ing  offered  you  a  much  longer  in  the  inetolkd.  t 
wiih  I  could  give  you  fome  ofahdthet  kliid,  by  fend- 
ing you  a  little  Spanifh  Miftrefs  from  hence,  whole 
eyes  might  fpoil  your  Walks,  and  burn  up  all  the 
green  meadows  at  Sheen,  and  find  other  ways  of  de- 
itroying  that  repofe  your  Lordfhip  pretends  alone  to 
enjoy,  in  fpite  of  the  common  fate  of  mankind.  But^ 
however  your  friends  fuffer  by  it,  I  wifh  it  maylaft  as 
long  as  it  pleafes  you  \  I  am  fure  the  profeffions  will 
do  fo  of  my  being.  My  Lord,  your  Cordfhip's  nioit 
faithful  humble  fervant. 

To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  BrufTels,  Aug.— N.  S.  166^, 

I  Am  not  p  be  forgiven,  that  endeavour  by  out 
trouble  to  make  room  for  another,  and  folicit  your 
Lordlhip  this  way,  that  my  wife  may  have  leave  to 
foUcit  you  in  a  matter  wherein  I  can  never  refolve  to 
do  it  myfelf,  Your  Lord(hip*s  friendlhip  has  left  me 
little  to  defire  or  complain  of,  unlefs  it  be  when  I  find 
my  own  fortune  fo  difproportioned  to  my  mind,  in 
the  relblutions  I  have  of  doing  his  Majelly  all  the  ho- 
nour, as  well  as  all  the  fervicc  I  can  :  but  how  ill  they 
agree  in  this  point  (though  I  was  ever  rich  while  1 
was  private,  even  beyond  my  defires)  is  a  ftory  I 
would  rather  any  body  (hould  tell  you  than  I  :  how- 
ever, I  fbould  not  bring  my  wife  into  this  fcene,  but 
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that  I  know  fhe  will  aflc  nothing  but  my  own,  is  a 
perfon  not  apt  to  be  troubleibme  or  impcMtunate,  and 
m  aU  kinds  the  beft  part  of^  My  Lord,  yours,  Sec 

Fatri  Gottenburg. 

Domine,  Bruxellis,  Dec.  26,  N.  S.  1666. 

RECTE  et  per  manus  dulciffinue  ttuefircris  acctpi 
Mretbecas  elegantsffime  confuias^  et  non  minus  pih- 
Bti  eentextm  literas  *,  per  quas  nee  me  elapfum  memarid 
vefiriy  nee  plane  exuium  benevolentid^  etfentio  et  gaudeo. 
Vtreqne  nemine  me  pulcberrim^e  ifia  tndoti  per  tot  am  ve- 
jhramfamiliam  diffuf^e^potius  quam  ulU  meo  merit 0^  oiS- 
gahm  dftimo  :  babeo  itaque  et  ago  gratias  quamplurimas  ; 
mt  vera  acceptiori  quodnm  modo  eas  referre  ftudeam^  foro^ 
rem  cptimam  exoraviy  qu^e  me  (ut  fpero)  officio  et  deHto 
perfim^um  brevi  redditura  eft.  Valeat  interim  reverentia 
mffiroyftudiis  propofitis  aufpicatiffime  incumbat^  et  ex  vor 
tispreced^ty  mequefemper  teneat  amicijftmumy  6fr. 

To  Mr.  Tbynn. 

SIR,  Bruflcls, Feb.  19,  N.  S.  1667, 

ABOUT  two  days  fincc  I  received  the  favour  of 
yours  of  the  1 6th  pad,  and  am  forry  to  be  put 
upon  the  defence  in  an  encounter  fo  much  to  my  ad< 
irantaoe :  this  had  not  arrived,  if  I  could  as  eafily 
have  round  die  way  of  conveying  my  letters,  as  tte 
^i^fitions  of  writing ;  for  thofe  I  have  always  had 
aibout  me  fince  I  knew  your  ftation  and  charader, 
which  I  thought  would  help  to  bear  me  out  in  that  at- 
tempt. The  little  acquaintance  you  are  contented  to 
own,  I  durft  not  reckon  upon  \  becaufe  it  was  fo  much 
more  than  I  deferved,  and  fo  much  lefs  than  I  defired : 
but  am  very  glad,  that  may  be  allowed  of  among  the 
obligations  we  have  to  enter  upon  this  commerce, 
though  we  need  no  other  than  our  Matter's  fer- 
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vice,  which  may  on  both  fides  be  improved  by  die 
communication  of  what  pailes  in  our  difierent  foenesl 
I  fhall  not  engage  in  anfwcring  the  compliments  of 
your  letter,  though  I  Ihould  have  much  more  juftice 
on  my  fide ;  but  I  am  very  ill  furniflied  with  that 
fort  of  ware :  and  the  truth  is,  there  is  required  fo 
much  flcill  in  the  right  tenipering,  as  well  as  the  di- 
ftribution  of  them^  that  I  have  always  thought  a  man 
runs  much  hazard  of  lofing  more  than  he  gains  by 
them,  which  has  made  me  ever  averfe,  as  well  as  in- 
capable of  the  trade.  It  will  be  to  more  purpofe  to 
let  you  know  the  confidence  we  have  here  of  our 
treaty  with  Spain  being  figned  in  all  points  to  our 
fatisfaftion  :  but  whether  Portugal  has  or  will  accept 
their  part  in  it,  which  is  a  truce  of  forty-five  years, 
I  cannot  yet  refolve  you  ;  only  this  I  am  aflured,  that 
it  is  feared  in  the  French  Court,  as  well  as  hoped  in 
ours. 

The  current  news  at  Antwerp,  as  well  as  here,  is 
of  the  Dutch  merchant  fleet  from  Nantes  and  Rocheli 
confiding  of  above  a  hundred  fail  under  the  convoy 
of  fix  men  of  war,  being  fallen  into  a  fquadron  of 
about  twenty  of  our  frigates,  and  few  are  laid  to  have 
cfcaped  :  though  this  be  doubted  of  none  here,  and 
the  current  letters  from  Zealand,  as  well  as  Oftend, 
made  it  probable  ;  yet  I  fufpend  my  confidence  tiU 
the  arrival  of  my  Englifli  letters  which  arc  my  Go- 
Ipel  in  thefe  cafes.  This  coldnefs  I  know  makes  me 
lofe  many  pleafures,  but  on  the  other  fide  helps  me  to 
efcape  many  difappointments,  which  light  belief  in 
the  midft  of  fo  many  light  reports  is  fubjeft  to.  The 
counfels  or  difpofitions  of  a  fubordinate  government, 
as  this  is,  are  not  worth  troubling  you  with  ;  but 
thofe  in  the  Court  here  are  in  fhort  what  we  wilh 
them.  i 

Thofe  of  the  fcene  you  are  in  deferve  much  more 
the  enquiry  •,  and  I  (hould  be  very  glad  to  know  them 
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from  fo  good  a  hand.  My  defires  of  ferving  you 
can,  I  am  fure,  never  be  known  from  a  better  than  my 
own,  which  can  value  itfelf  to  you  by  nothing  ^Ife, 
but  by  telling  I  am,  Sir,  your  molt  obedient  humble 
fervant. 

To  the  EarlofClarendony  Lord  High  Chancellor^ 

My  Lord,  Bruflels,  March  4,  N.  S.  1667. 

UPON  the  arrival  of  the  laft  poft  from  Spain, 
which  brought  us  the  unwelcome  news  of  our 
treaty  meeting  an  unhappy  obftruftion  when  it  was  at 
the  very  point  of  being  perfedted.  Count  Marfyr^camc 
to  me,  and  after  a  preface  of  the  great  obligations  he 
had  to  his  Majelty,  and  the  part  he  took  in  all  ouritw 
terefts,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Spain,  he  fell  into  large 
difcourfes  of  the  unhappy  influences  any  interruption 
in  the  prefent  treaty  would  have  upon  the  affairs  of 
both  Crowns.  He  infifted  much  upon  the  hardlhip 
wc  put  upon  the  Spaniards,  in  not  confenting  to  leave 
the  affiftance  of  their  enemies,  which  was  all  the  ad- 
vantage they  expefted  from  this  treaty,  inftead  of 
many  they  gave  ;  that  the  great  effeft  of  it  on  both 
fides  would  thereby  be  loft,  which  was  a  return  into 
mutual  confidence,  and  at  leaft  the  beginnings  of  a 
fincere  friendfhip.  That  Spain  having  confented  to 
what  terms  his  Majefty  thought  reafonable,  and  Por- 
tugal not  only  refuling  them,  but  entering  at  the 
fame  time  into  new  dependencies  upon  France  ;  he 
could  not  fee  what  could  oblige  his  Majefty  to  more 
than  offering  Portugal  an  equal  peace,  and  becom- 
ing the  warrant  of  it.  That,  at  his  Majefty's  medi- 
ation, Spain  had  given  them  a  ftyle  as  ufual  and  as 
honourable  as  what  they  defired  •,  and,  if  they  could 
refolveto  give  them  that  of  King  inftead  of  Crown,, 
they  had  then  no  need  or  ufe  of  his  Majefty's  medi- 
ationn 

That, 
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That,  whether  we  thought  it  our  uttereft  to  htve  i 
peace  or  war  in  Chriftendom,  we  muft  bq^  hy  ad« 
jufting  the  bufinefs  of  Portugal ;  for,  if  wt  defired  the 
firft,  nothing  could  fo  much  awe  the  French  into 
quiet  difpofitions  as  that  peace,  and  ours  widi  Hol-» 
land,  to  which  that  would  likewife  be  an  ingnsdienc 
If  the  latter,  and  we  had  a  mind  rather  to  be  fecondi 
in  a  war  of  Spain  with  France,  than  principals  in  aoy, 
(which  he  thought  was  our  true  intereft)  nodiing 
could  make  way  for  it,  or  enable  Spain  eidier  to  be- 
gin or  fuftain  a  war  with  France,  but  a  peace  widi 
Portugal. 

That,  he  was  confident,  his  Majefty*s  confenting  to 
abandon  them,  in  cafe  they  refiifed  to  be  included  in 
our  treaty,  would  force  them  immediately  to  accepi 
it ;  that  if  not,  and  his  Majefty  (hould  hereafter  find 
it  his  intereft  to  fupport  them  upon  any  great  (tic- 
cefles  of  Spain  on  that  fide,  it  wcHild  be  eafy  to  do  it 
by  connivance,  by  voluntary  tro<^  of  his  own  fiib- 
jtStSj  or  by  a  third  hand,  provided  it  went  no  farther 
than  to  keep  Spain  in  the,  temper  of  yielding  to  the 
peace  upon  the  terms  his  Majefty  (hail  have  judged 
reafonable  :  but  for  the  prefent,  without  his  Majefty^s 
condefcenfion  to  Spain  in  this  point,  he  did  not  fee 
how  he  could  hope  to  eflfeft  our  treaty,  or  to  receive 
any  fruits  of  it,  where  new  occafions  of  diffidence  and 
diftafte  would  every  day  arife. 

Thefe  were  the  chief  of  Count  Marfyn's  difeourfes, 
which  he  ended  in  defiring  me  that  I  would  reprefent 
them  to  his  Majefty 's  chief  Minifters,  and  particular- 
ly to  your  Lordftiip  from  him,  as  the  beft  prefent 
teftimony  he  could  give  of  his  zeal  to  his  Majefty*s 
fervice  and  affairs,  and  which  he  would  have  done 
himfelf,  but  for  fear  it  might  look  like  intruding  into 
matters  and  counfcls  he  was  not  called  to. 

Befides  this  fingle  point  upon  which  this  ftx)pof  our 
treaty  is  wholly  grounded,  I  could  not  but  repre- 
fent 
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feat  M>  your  Lordlhip  fome  other  circumftances  which 
I  imagine  may  have  fallen  in  and  helped  to  occafion 
it,  {  hear  France  has  declared  pofnively  to  the  Spa- 
niard, that  they  will  immediately  begin  the  war  up- 
on the  Spaniard's  figning  the  treaty  with  us,  and 
concluding  the  truce  or  peace  with  Portugal  upon 
our  mediation.  To  this  end,  and  to  ihew  the  Spa- 
niards they  are  in  earned,  they  bufy  themfelves  in 
making  new  levies,  and  drawing  down  many  troops 
vpon  uiefe  frontiers,  as  well  as  all  forts  of  provifions, 
cither  for  ficges  or  a  camp.  Upon  this,  I  know  not 
whether  the  Spanifh  councils  may  be  fo  faint  as  not 
to  dare  give  the  French  any  pretence  of  a  quarrel, 
but  preferve  their  quiet  rather  by  Ihrinking,  than 
making  a  bold  peace :  or  whether  being  compofed  of 
men  that  hardly  ever  looked  out  of  Spain,  or  confi- 
dcr  any  thing  but  that  continent,  they  may  not,  upon 
fprefight  of  war,  either  continuing  with  Portugal,  or 
beginning  in  Flanders,  rather  chufe  the  firft,  where, 
being  invaders,  they  may  give  themfelves  what  breath 
thev  pleafe,  employ  their  own  natives  in  the  charges 
of  honour  and  gain,  and  keep  all  the  money  fpent  in 
the  war  flill  within  their  country ;  whereas  what- 
ever comes  into  Flanders  never  returns,  and  is  fwal- 
lowed  up  by  fo  many  foreign  troops,  as  the  levies  for 
that  fervice  muft  needs  draw  together.  There  may 
yet  another  and  more  prudent  confideration  arife  with 
thele,  which  may  for  the  prefent  delay  the  conclufion 
of  our  treaty  ;  and  that  is,  a  defire  to  iign  it  rather 
before  the  winter  than  in  the  fpring,  and  by  that 
means  both  gain  this  fummer  to  finifh  the  fortifica- 
tion of  their  frontiers  here,  and  the  next  winter  to 
put  their  army  in  a  better  pofture  than  they  now  are, 
or,  I  doubt,  will  fuddenly  be  for  the  beginning  of  a 
Qunpaign ;  and,  if  this  counfel  (hould  be  taken  by 
concert  with  us,  that  no  breach  of  confidence  may 
flQH  betwten  us  by  thefe  delays,  but  the  French  on- 
ly 
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ly  flattered  by  vain  hopes  of  breaking  our  treaty^  AflJ 
thereby  induced  to  let  the  Spaniard  grow  a  year  bider 
in  their  peace  with  them,  and  flacken  the  waf  of 
Portugal  into  as  low  expence,  and  a$  little  aAioa  of 
hazard^  as  they  can  :  I  know  nothing  can  be  faid 
againd  it,  and  (hould  be  apt  to  believe  it,  were  the 
counfels  there  in  the  bread  of  any  one  perfon  by  laft 
refort ;  whereas  the  divided  interefts  and  pafTions  of 
the  Counfellors  cannot  well  fufFer  them  to  fall  into 
fuch  a  refolution  with  hope  of  confent  and  fecrec 
among  them  all. 

This  reflexion  puts  me  upon  another  I  hear  firom 
private  hands,  which  may  poffibly  have  made  fome 
change  in  the  courfe  of  our  treaty  ;  which  is,  that 
the  whole  management  of  affairs  in  the  council  of 
Spain  feems  at  prefent  to  be  devolved  into  the  hands 
of  Count  Caftriglio  -,  the  ConfefTor  leaving  it  to  him, 
and  referving  to  himfelf  thofe  things  only  which  de- 
pend immediately  upon  the  will  of  the  Queen,  and 
propofing  to  himfelf,  during  his  miniftry,  (which 
cannot  be  long  in  regard  of  Caftriglio*s  great  age)  to 
make  way  for  his  own,  by  growing  older  and  pradti- 
fed  in  affairs,  as  well  as  the  knowledge,  obiigationsi 
and  dependences  of  pcrfons.  Now  our  treaty  having 
never  pafled  through  Caftriglio's  hands,  but  conduc- 
ed by  Sir  Richard  Fanfhaw  wholly  through  the  Duke 
of  Medina*s  (his  declared  enemy)  and  fince  by  my 
Lord  Sandwich  chiefly  through  Pignoranda*s,  who 
is  a  third  party  ;  it  is  not  improbable  that  a  new 
hand  may  give  it  new  form,  either  to  add  fomething 
of  his  own,  or  to  (hew  his  authority,  or  perhaps  to 
purfue  his  former  ufual  difpofitions,  which  have  been 
bent  upon  the  war  with  Portugal,  confidering  no 
part  of  the  monarchy  but  Spain  and  the  Indies  j  and 
I  doubt,  in  particular,  not  very  partial  to  our  alli- 
ance or  affairs. 

Upon 
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3n  thefc  intimarions  your  Lordftiip  will  infinite- 
:er  judge  than  I,  to  what  to  attribute  the  pre- 
1  pofture  of  our  affairs  in  Spain,  and  how  to 
e  it.  I  am  ever,  my  Lord,  your  Lordfhip*s 
obedient  and  molt  humble  fervant. 


m  Eftavan  de  Ga- 
ra^  the  Spanijb  Jm- 
tdor  at  the  Hague. 

ruflels,  Mar.  29,  N.  S. 
Lord,  1667. 

not  know  how  to  ac- 
myfelf  of  the  obliga- 
f  I>ord  Stafford  has  en- 
le  in  to  your  Excellen- 
)Cgging  your  favour  to 
!  a  paflport  from  the 
or  my  wife.  Your  Ex- 
^,  I  am  fure,  will  cx- 
i  care  of  a  mother,  in 
ng  ail  that  lay  in  her 
for  the  fafcty  of  her 
fi,  and  who  to  eafc  her- 
t  has  (methinks)  con- 
fo  little  to  whom  fhe 
cniblcfome.  If  I  had 
Dnfulted  upon  this  oc- 
I  fliould  not  have  fuf- 
ic,  I  am  fo  nearly  con- 
in,  to  owe  her  fafety 
r  who  yet  profefs  them- 
enemies  to  the  King 
ftcr ;  and  much  lefs  to 
lat  treat  the  wife  of  one 
Minifters  like  a  mer- 
in  demanding  an  ac- 
of  her  goods  ;  and 
re  am  very  glad  the 
t  did  not  come  till  fhe 
Tiipboard  in  one  of  his 
v's  vachts,  truftino;, 
next 


A  Don  Eftavan  de  Ga- 
marra. 


BruffiJeSy  29  di  Alar. 
ScnnoTy  S.  N.  1667. 

^y^  O  no  fi  que  mtdo  me  he  de  , 
'^  refcartar  del  Mgo  en  que 
el  Sermor  Conde  de  Stafford  me 
ha  empefmade  a  V.  E.  ptdlendo 
fu  favor y  en  procurer  una  paf- 
faporte  de  los  EJlados  de  Hoi- 
landa  para  mi  mujer.  V*  E.  ha 
deperdonar  el  re  cat  ode  una  fen^ 
nor  a  que  tenia  gana  de  proveyer 
todo  lo  que  era  poffible  a  lafegurt^ 
dad  defus  ninvios^  ypara  def-^ 
canfarje  en  ejle  cuidadb  n§  fe  le 
dava  nada  (mi  parefe)  a  qui  en 
cargava  tribajo  ni  importunidad^ 
Si  yo  huvierafido  de  lajunta  en 
efta  occafiony  no  huviera  per» 
mitido  que  una  perfona  que  me 
tocava  tan^  cerca  pidiejfe  fu  fe- 
guridad  de  los  que  hazen  ha/ia 
aora  profejjion  de  enimigos  alRey 
mi  Sennor  ;  y  mucho  menos  de 
los  que  havian  de  trattar  a  la 
mujer  de  un  Minijlro  comoa  mer- 
caderay  mandando  la  cuenta  di 
fu  bagaje  ;  y  por  eflo  me  huelgo 
mucho  de  que  no  ha  venido  el 
pajfa forte  antes  quefe  hay  aem* 
barcado  la  Sennora  en  un  yaclrt 
del  Rey  my  Sennor ^  confiando  fe 
(con  Dios)  en  el  amparo  folo  de 
T  .        fu 
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i)ext  to  God  AlpMghty,  in  the  fit  r^al  mmbri :    ai^ngue  no  ft 

proteSioi)  of  his  royal  name,  hajla  aora  en  que  ha  pamebfu 

And,  though  I  have  not  yet  vtage,     Todo  via  por  h  que  aj 

heard  bow  her  journey  has  de  las  inienciwes  tan  fitotra" 

fiicceeded,  I  efteem  my  (elf  as  bUs  de  V.  E,  en  efta  occafim  a 

much  obliged  to  your  Excel-  un  hopfbre  ny  comcide  ny  fueme- 

lency  (whatever  happens)  for  rece  ferlo^  me  tengo  por  ohUgado 

your  favourable  intentions  up-  ad  mi/mo puntQ^  eonio  fe  me  hu^ 

on  this  occaGon  to  a  man  nei-  viera  refcatado  a  mi  y  mifami^ 

ther  known  nor  deferving  to  lia^  de  U$  mayores  P^ligrQSqui 

be  fo,  as  if  you  had  delivered  ^  fe  pueden  topar  en  la  mar  9  la 

me  and  my  family  from  the  tierra^ 
greateft  dangers. 

God     Almighty   prefcrve         Dit^sguarde  a  V.E,  mudm 

your  Excellency  many  years,  annos^  y  ami  me  de  las  ocetffi^ 

and  give  me  the  occafion^  of  ones  de  hazer  las  obras  com§  la 

ferving  you,      I  am,  yours,  profej/iondelo  que fiy.De F.Em 

&c.  muy  humildefervider. 

To  rpy  Lady  GifFard,  written  in  the  name  of 
Gabriel  Poffello. 

Sennora  mia^        Amheres,  30  de  Marcs,  S.  N.  i66p 

HE  recebido  con  muchogujlo  y  no  menorre  conocimcH" 
to  la  gtiarnicion  de  fpada  que  V.  S.  me  ha  bechaU 
mrced  de  enbiarme,  la  qual  me  hc^Jlado,  mucbo  mas  en- 
carecida  con  le  que  me  ha  dicbo  defpues  el  Sennor  rrfidetsU 
de  la  parte  de  V.  S.  que  no  era  menejler  entemecer  metM 
lagrimas  ny  oraciones  (como-efioy  accojlumbrado)  csnel 
fentbnicnto  de  tal  obligo  y  que  V.  S.  fe  ejlimara  muy  Men 
fagada  con  una  carta  Efpagnola  -,  porque  a  mi  es  tan  fa- 
ale  de  mal  efcrivir  ccmo  a  V.  S.  de  bien  bazar.  Tes  ver- 
dad  que  fe  tiendra  por  pagado  con  una  carta  ?  Voto  a  tal 
que  no  lefaltara  carta  aunque  lapidiera  en  G allege.  Pi- 
'ro  digo  me  di  ver  as  es  fanta  V.  S.  0  es  becbizera  f  porque 
tfie  fe  abuen  feguro  que  ha  hecbo  milagro  y  con  una  guar- 
nicion  di  plat  a  mi  ha  herido  hajla  el  cor  aeon  y  aum  mas  ■ 
futrte  que  nolo  pudiera  hazer  el  mas  bravo  cavallero  con-^ 
una  cja  de  Toledo.   Pero  vie  dira  V,  S,  que  eflamos  en  urm 
figlo  que  m  es  ccfa  mneva  el  hazer  milagros  con  la  phta^ 
2  qu^ 
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que  con  ejlafola  fe  cumplen  aora  h  asanas  may  ores  que  no 
con  el  valor  y  el  acero  en  losftglos  pajfados.  For  vida  mia 
que  tient  razon  V.  S.  y  par  efte  milagro  no  lo  ban  de  cor- 
tarla  la  capa,  Pero  no  fe  como  ha  de  efcapar  quando  la 
dire  qui  defpues  que  he  tocado  eft  a  guamicion  encantada^ 
me  van  amenudo  cayendo  las  canasy  y  en  lugar  de  un  vie- 
jo  dejetenta  annos,  me  hallo  moco  de  quinze^  mefiento  ca- 
lent  or  la  fangre  en  las  venas^  y  boherfe  en  triumfo  el  de- 
fierrado  amor  para  aftrfe  d^tfte  miferable  cor  aeon  hazer  le 
pedacos  en  un  punto.  Defdicbado  de  mi  que  he  de  tocar 
ctra  vez  eftas  pifados  tan  trabajofas  de  la  ciega  mocedad 
cmo  me  baft  a  una  vida  apadtcer  dos  martyrios.  Es  pof- 
Jible  queyo  mefienta  otra  vez  abrafor  de  las  llammas  amo- 
razaSy  y  que  de  ceniza  tanfriafalga  de  nuevo  tan  violen-^ 
iofuego.  ^ueyo  me  voya  otra  vez  resfriandomi  confopi- 
roSy  y  anegandome  en  las  lagrimas  y  padeeiendo  lasfena$ 
y  los  afanes  que  no  me  dexaran  la  vida  fi  nofuerapara 
feniir  coda  Ma  el  dolor  de  la  muerte.  Ah  Sennora  de  mi 
alma^  quant 0  mal  me  ha  hecho  conbazar  me  tanto  bien^ 
quanto  mi  ha  de  coftar  de  veras,  la  burla  que  me  ban  he- 
cho defer  enamor  ado  di  V.  S.  en  mi  viyez  pajfada.  Pero 
quan  facilemente  fe  remedia  el  mas  trabajcfo  amor  con  uno 
poco  iPefperanca^  To  me  voy  pienfando  que  una  Sennora 
tan  complida  nopuede  defviarfe  de  larazon^  yque  me  ba^ 
viendo  tan  favor ecido  quando  eftava  viejo^  nopuede  f al- 
tar dalguna  piedad  para  mi  defcanfo^  eftandome  aora  mo- 
coy  Undoy  enamorado.  Pero  ft  me  lifonjea  mi  defeo  y  me 
ewganna  mi  efperanfa  lo  que  ay  di  bueno  en  eft  a  occafion^ 
es  que  me  havienda  fu  favor  rendido  en  un  inftante  de  vi- 
ejo  moco  J  de  la  mifma  manera  me  parece  que  fu  crueldad 
mebaluego  ds  buelver  de  moco  viejo^  y  entonces  me  havre 
a  burlar  me  tanto  de  fu  her  mo  fur  a  quanto  fe  puedc  bur- 
lafe  aore  V.  S.  de  mi  paffton. 

BiveV,  S.  mille  annos,  yfevea  enamorada  como  yo  a 
Jetenta^  que  con  efto  no  fe  ha  de  olvidar  entonces  de^  fu 
mas  bmnilde  cry  ado  v  galan^  Gabriel  Poffello. 

T2  To 


2^4        tetten  tf  Sir  fFilttam  Tempb^ 

75?  Colonel  Algernoon  Sidney. 

S  I R,  Bruffels,  April  29,  N.  S.  1667.'. 

1  Received  two  days  fince  one  from  you  of  the  \%ih. 
paft,  with  two  inclofed,  which  I  fliall  not  fail  tO' 
convey  by  the  Englifh  pacquet  that  parts  this  even- 
ing, and  with  the  lame  aflurance  that  ufually  attends 
my  letters  -,  fo  that  I  think  you  may  reckon  upon 
their  fefety  in  thofe  hands  to  which  they  are  addrcf- 
fed.  Your  prefent  abode  was  no  fecret  to  me,  before 
I  knew  it  from  your  own  hand  :  that  information 
having  been  given  me  about  two  or  three  months 
fince  by  fome  Englifh  Gentlemen,  who  pafled  from 
Italy  through  Germany  and  thefe  parts  into  Eng- 
land, where  I  cannot  think  they  made  a  greater  Ic- 
cret  of  it  upon  occafion,  than  they  had  done  here, 

I  am  ibrry  your  difpofitions  or  your  fortunes  have 
drawn  you  fo  far  out  of  the  reach  of  your  friends  fer- 
vices,  and  almofl  correfpondence  j  in  which  I  doubt 
the  difficulties  may  fhortly  iocreafe,  at  leafl  this  way: 
for  we  are  here  at  prefent  in  little  hopes  to  fee  next 
month  end  without  the  advance  of  a  French'army 
into  thefe  Provinces. 

I  had  letters  very  lately  from  Petworth,  and  my 
wife  fome  as  frefh  from  Penfhurft,  which  left  health 
in  both  thofe  places  ;  and  will  thereby,  I  fuppofc, 
furnifh  you  with  news  not  unwelcome  from,  Sir, 
your  mofl  humble  fervant. 

To  Monfieur  Gcurville.         A  Monfieur  Gourville. 

BrufTels,  May  1.  De  Bruxelles^  May  2. 

SIR,                N.  S.  1667.  Monfieur^          S.  N.  1667. 

YOU  afk  rtic  whether  we  T/' O US  me dtmande7~ft hm 

*     have  a  mind  in  earnefl  ^     voulonstout'de-bonlapaix'f 

for  a  peace,  and  I  afk  you,  &  inciy  je  vous  demandejivsus 

whether  yoii  have  a  mind  in  vguU'z  tout-de-bon  la  guerre -y 

caniefl  car 
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car  jufqttlcy  nous  rten  favom 
pas  plus  fur  vos  deffiins  ^  ia 
marche  des  troupes  Franforfis^ 
que  nous  en  favions  a  voire  de- 
part de  BruxelleSn  Je  com- 
mence a  croire  que  ce  Koy  &  fes 
Afmtftres  font  mortels  comme  le 
rejle  des  hommes^  faT  que  leurs 
affaires  font  maniees  avec  auffi 
peu  de  concert  que  celks  de  leurs 
voifens ;  car  je  croy^  que-  pour 
ci  qui  ejl  de  ce  pais  ig^  fheure 
de  berger  ejl  paffeepour  euxy  ^ 
quails  y  trouveront  une  refijlance 
plus  opiniatrcj  ^  plus  rthutante 
quails  ne  s^imaginent :  nuiis  il 
eft  conftantj  que  ft  au  Iheu  de 
menacer^  ils  euffent  commence  a 
marcher  il  y  a  troisfemainesy 
r  affaire  ctoit  fans  resource  de  ce 
cote  icy.  Enfin jeles comprem 
auffi  peu  dans  leur  conduit  /f  a 
prefenty  queje  comprenois  autre- 
fois  les  Efpagnols  dans  la  leur  ; 
tt*  je  ne  prevois  pas  comment  ils 
pourront  trouver  leur  contedans 
lapourfuite  d'uneenterprife^  qui 
va  reveiller  ^  mime  choquer 
toute  la  Chretiente. 

A  noire  egardj  mon  fenti- 
ment^  que  je  croy  veritable^  ^ 
queje  vous  communique  fans  de- 
guifementy  eftj  que  nos  intenti- 
ons pour  la  paix  font  fort  fin^ 
cereSy  l^  qt^ elk  ne  f^auroit  man- 
quer  de  fe  faire^  ft  les  autres 
parties  y  apporiini  les  mimes 
difpofttions  ;  j'ajoutc^  ^^^  fify 
Hois  inter ejfe  autant  que  fentre- 
vois  que  vous  potwez  Utrcy  je 
reglcrois  mes  affaires  confcrme- 
meni  aux  conjunSlures. 

T3  Je 


earneft  for  a  war  :  for  as  yet 
'wc  arc  no  better  informed  of 
the  dcfigns  and  marches  of  the 
French  troops,  than  we  were 
at  your  departure  from  Bruf- 
ftls.  I  begin  to  think  that  that 
King  and  his  Minifters  are 
mortal  lilce  other  people,  and 
that  their  affairs  are  managed 
with  as  little  concert  as  thofe 
of  thdr  neighbours.  For  I 
believe,  as  to  what  concerns 
this  country,  the  critical  mi- 
nute is  pad,  and  that  the 
French  will  find  here  a  braver 
<lefcncc  than  they  pretend  to 
believe.  However  it  is  cer- 
tain, if  they  had  begun  by 
marching  rather  than  mena- 
cing about  three  weeks  ago, 
the  bufinefs  on  this  fide  had 
been  paft  remedy.  In  {hort,  I 
OS  littlccomprehend  thcPVench 
proceedings  atprefent,  as  thofe 
of  the  Spaniards  a  while  ago, 
nor  where  they  can  find  their 
account  in  this  enterprife 
which  be^ns  to  awake  and 
alarm  all  Chriftendom. 

For.ourfelvcs,  my  real  opi- 
nion is^  that  our  intentions  for 
the  peace    are  very  fincere, 
and  cannot  fail,  if  the  other 
parties  bring  along  with  them 
the  fame  difpofitions ;  and  if 
1  were  as   much   concerned 
therein,  as  you  perhaps  may 
J)e,   I  would  regulate  my  af- 
Tfairs  accordingly  for  the  fu- 
Jture. 


I  thank 
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I  thank  you  for  your  ac- 
count of  what  pafies  in  your 
parts  J  but  I  am  very  little  fa- 
tisiicd  with  the  Queen  of 
Spain*s  letter,  whereof  a  copy 
has  been  delivered  at  the  fame 
time  to  the  States  by  Mon- 
fieur  D'EArades.  I  think  the 
form  is  faidty,  as  well  as  the 
fubftance ;  and  that,  if  your 
foldiers  be  at  prefent  no  better 
than  your  Secretaries,  affairs 
will  hardly  fucceed  as  they 
imagine. 

By  the  laft  ordinary  from 
Spain^  it  appears  that  they 
dream  no  more  of  war  there 
than  they  do  of  fire,  at  leaft 
they  conceal  from  our  Ambaf- 
fador  any  advices  they  may 
have  received  of  it  from  hence: 
but  our  treaty  of  commerce 
was  yet  once  again  upon  the 
point  of  being  figned.  The 
Spaniards  make  no  preparati- 
ons againil  Portugal  this  cam- 
paign, and  therefore  feem  to 
think  of  being  on  that  fide  up- 
on the  defenfive,  or  elfe  of  an 
accommodation ;  though  they 
are  well  enough  informed  of 
the  particulars  of  an  accord 
concluded  between  France 
and  Portugal. 

Nothing  perplexes  me  more 
than  to  find  a  way  of  writing 
often  to  Breda,  and  you  will 
not  fend  me  your  addrefs.  I 
refign  up  this  to  my  fortune, 
but,fince  yours  is  always  better 
than  mine,  it  may  happen  up- 
on that  account  that  you  may 
never 


Je  vous  rends  gracts  dk  ^. 
que  VQUS  mi  mana£%ce  qui  /m 
paffi  en  vos  quartiers\  mats 
je  fuis  fort  peu  fatisfait  de  la 
lettre  ecrite  a  la  Keyne  dtE* 
fpagney  do  fit  la  copie  a  eteeknnit 
en  mime  Urns  aux  Efiats  par 
Monfteur  dEjlrades.  II  nu 
femhle  quil  y  a  du  defaut  dam 
la  maniere  aujji  bien  que  dam  U 
fmd  de  la  chofe  meme ;  tsT  que 
ft  pour  cette  fois  vos  Capitaims 
rCen  favent  plus  que  vos  Secre-^ 
taireSy  lei  ajf aires  rCiront  pas  It 
train  qu^on  aperife. 

Par  ce  dernier  ordinaire  ctE' 
fpagney  ih  ne paroijfent  nonplus 
fonger  a  la  guerre  quau  feu ; 
au  bien  ils  iaifent  a  notre  Am- 
bajjhdtur  les  avis  qu^ilpeuvint 
avoir  refus  defa  ;  mats  notre 
traitte  de  commerce  itoit  encore 
une  fois  fur  le  point  d'etre  figne. 
Ils  ne  font  point  de  preparatifs 
contre  le  Portugal  pour  cette 
campagne ;  Cff  par  la  ils  fern- 
blent  fonger  feulement  ou  a  fe 
tenir  de  ce  cote^la  fur  la  defen- 
frue^  ou  bien  a  entendre  a 
un  accommodement  ;  quoyqi^ils 
fachent  bien  le  detail  de  r accord 
conclu  entre  la  France  ts*  U. 
Portugal, 


II  rCy  a  rien  qui  nCembaraJJe 
plus  que  de  trouper  les  moyens 
d'ecrirc  fouvefJt  a  Breda  ;  ^ 
vous  ne  tn\mwycz  point  asiffi 
voire  lidreffe,  f  abandonne  ceUe-^ 
cy  a  mon  etoile  y  mais  comme  la 
votre  remporte  toujours  fur  la 
Msienney  il  pour r a  bien  arriver 
qu\lU 
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never  receive  it.  As  happy  as  qtielU    manqyetd    fa    toute. 

you  are,   I  advife  you  to  look  ^elque  heureux  que  vousfojiz^ 

to  your  aflFairs  at  Breda  ^    for  jev$us  confrilU  p^urtunt  de  bien 

ih  a  few  days  I  refolve  to  go  faire  vos  affaires  a  Breda^  car 

and   plunder  your    houfe  at  dans  peu  de  jours  f'tray  pitler 

Brufletsy  and  get  fatisfaftioti  vtitre  maifin  i  BruxeUis^   W 

fer  tny  great  orange-tree  up-  vemger  mon  grand  wanger  fi& 

on  yoiir  little  ones.  I  do  not  vos  fiitis.    C4  ne  fera  fai 

pretend  it  fball  be  open  war ;  guerre  declarie ;  mais  ks  Al" 

however  the  Hollanders  will  landoss  vous  dirant  que  mm  fai* 

Ceir  you  chat  we  Englifh  are  fon  le  diabde  a  quatre  en  matiert 

P and  all  at    reprifais.  de  reptefailtes.     Je  fuisy  ^c. 

i  zxhf  Sir,  yours^  &c. 

To  my  L6rd  St.  Albans. 

Mf  Lord,  Bruflcis,  May  13,  N.  S.  i66y. 

SINCE  my  acknowledgements  of  the  honour  1 
received  fome  time  fince  from  your  Lordfliip,  I 
have  had  nothing  to  give  me  countenance  in  offering 
any  new  trouble  -,  and  indeed  the  party  is  fo  unequal 
irt  regard  of  our  ftations  at  this  time  of  Paris  and 
Brufiels,  as  well  as  all  other  circumftances,  that  no  com- 
merce can  pafs  without  very  great  prefumption  on 
my  fide,  jend  as  great  condefcenfion  on  your  Lord- 
fhip's  :  for  we  are  fo  amazed  with  the  numbers  artd 
bravery  of  tlic  French  preparations  to  invade  this 
country,  that  we  can  hardly  lift  up  our  eyes  againft 
.  the  rifing  of  this  fun,  that,  it  is  faid,  intends  10  burn 
up  all  before  it:  yet,  not  to  flatter  yoU,  though  men's 
eyes  ire  weak  at  flrft  fight,  when  thc'y  have  gazed  a 
while  I  believe  they  will  find  their  hands,  ^nd  try  to 
defend  themfelves  againft  gold,  as  well  as  againft 
iron  ;  and  perhaps  the  fiomach  they  have  conceived 
at  being  treated  with  fo  little  ceremony  as  to  be  in- 
vaded without  any  declaration  of  war,  to  have  thft 
Duchy  of  Brabant  not  efteemed  worth  the  demanding, 
nor  any  colours  given  to  the  juftice  of  the  invafion, 
will  make  the  defence  fharper  than  is  expefted,  as  it 

T4  has 
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has  done  the  voluntary  contributions  larger  than  was 
imagined. 

This  makes  all  Friars  already  defpair  of  praying 
away  the  war,  and  begin  to  look  like  other  wordly 
men ;  and  the  very  Nuns  fear  they  may  be  forced  to 
work  too,  before  the  bufinefs  ends  :  in  fliort,  all  pre- 
pare for  a  warm  fummer,  only  the  Spanifh  Duennass 
cannot  think  fo  ill  of  a  King  that  married  an  Infanta, 
and  will  never  leave  wondering  that  un  rey  qui  tiene 
que  comer  enfu  cafa^  y  de  regalarfe  tanbien^  (hould  rc- 
folve  to  give  himfelf  and  them  fo  much  trouble  for 
nothing.  Our  poor  Nuns  at  Louvain  have  more  faith^ 
and  not  lefs  fears,  and  therefore  the  reverend  mother 
hath  fent  to  defire  me  to  recommend  them  to  your 
Lordfliip's  favour,  and  to  beg  of  you  to  get  them  a 
proteftion  from  thence,  in  cafe  the  fcholars  and  learned 
there  fhould  not  find  arguments  to  defend  their  town 
againft  the  French,  who,  I  can  aflure  your  Lordfhip^ 
will  not  lofe  much  by  the  bargain,  as  far  as  I  fee  of 
that  nunnery,  nuns  and  all  •,  for  it  feems,   by  their 
faces,  as  well  as  their  buildings,  to  be  an  ancient  foun- 
dation, and  gone  much  to  decay. 

Now  they  have  put  me  upon  defiring  paflports,  my 
wife  will  needs  have  me  recommend  her  to  your  Lord- 
fhip  for  another  for  herfelf  and  fervants,  and  baggage, 
to  go  over  into  England ;  and,  if  fhe  fhail  find  it  con- 
venient, to  pafs  as  far  as  Calais,  and  embark  there, 
becaufe  fhe  is  no  lover  of  the  fea.  Upon  the  firft  of 
thefe  requefts  your  Lordlhip  has  occafion  to  mcric 
very  much  -,  but  by  the  fecond,  to  deal  freely,  I  know 
not  what  you  will  gain,  befides  the  obligations  of  a 
perfon  who  is  already  all  that  can  be,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordfhip's  moft  humble  and  moft  obedient 
fcrvant. 
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To  my  Lord  Ambajfador  Coventry. 

My  Lord,  Bruflels,  May  21,  N.  S.  1667^ 

I  Know  not  by  what  conveyance,  nor  by  what  de- 
lays, the  honour  your  Excellency  intended  me  fo 
long  fmce  from  aboard  the  frigate,  came  ycfterday  to 
my  hands,  and  made  my  aclcnowledgements  later 
than  they  ought  to  have  been.  I  am  forry  you  agreed 
foiJI  with  the  fea,  fmce  that  is  the  Dutch  men's  element, 
with  whom  we  hope  you  will  agree  fo  well  \  but  if  you 
tad  the  faculty  of  uttering  your  heart  in  the  feamen's 
ienfe,  as  well  as  you  had  of  uttering  your  thoughts  ; 
I  am  to  rejoice  with  you  upon  the  good  health  you 
piuft  needs  have  brought  afhore,  and  to  believe  that 
the  temper  and  conftitution  of  your  body  is  as  found 
and  as  good  as  that  of  your  mind.  Since  my  laft  to 
my  Lord  Holies,  our  ordinary  from  Spain  arrived  ; 
by  which  Mr.  Godolphin  affures  me,  that  I  may  ex- 
pedt  the  news  of  our  treaty  at  Madrid  being  figned 
by  the  next,  nothing  remaining  at  the  date  of  his  let- 
ter befides  only  the  examination  of  the  phrafe  in 
Latin,  which  was  referred  to  the  Inquifitor  General 
and  Count  Pignoranda  •,  after  whofe  fentence  upon 
it,  nothing  was  in  fight  that  could  (top  the  immedi- 
ate ligning  and  fealing. 

Mr.  Godolphin  affures  me,  all  parts  of  the  treaty 
of  commerce  are  fo  much  to  our  defire  and  advantage, 
that  he  hopes  to  fee  many  a  rich  man  in  England  by 
it :  for  the  other  part,  which  concerns  the  adjuftment 
with  Portugal,  though  tl\e  terms  are  likewife  agreed 
between  us  and  Spain,  yet  the  prefent  effed:  of  it  feems 
likely  to  be  avoided  by  the  late  accord  between  France 
and  Portugal,  of  which  I  fend  the  account  inclofcd 
by  the  copy  of  Sir  Robert  Southwell's  letter  to  my 
Lord  Sandwich  upon  that  occafion.  I  inclofe  like- 
wife  the  copies  of  the  French  King's  laft  letters  to 
the  States-General,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  the 

Queen 
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Queen  Regent  of  Spain,  declaring  his  intentions  to 
invade  theie countries^  which  laft^  methitiks,  is  drawn 
with  fo  ill  colours  and  fo  ill  grace,  that,  if  his  Cap- 
tains do  no  better  than  his  Sccrcuries  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  fuccefs  of  his  entcrprize  may  prove  no  bet- 
ter than  the  juftkre  of  it  here  appears.  It  thefc  papers 
may  have  arrived  already  fome  other  way,  your  Ex- 
(Cdiency  will  however  pardon  my  diligence,  fince  you 
receive  no  other  trouble  than  that  of  throwing  them 
aw^y.     The  levies  here  and  mufters  go  on  with  all 
the  care  and  fpecd  this  government  is  capable  of.  This 
evening,  I  am  aflured,  the  twelve  hundred  Italians  fo 
long  expedled,  are  arrived  at  Oftend.     Laft  night 
parted  Don  Bernard  de  Salinas,  difpatched  from  the 
Marquis  here,  to  beg  fome  afliftance  from  his  Ma- 
jefty  :  the  prefent  hopes  are  only  of  leave  to  recruit 
the  old  regiment  here  to  the  number  of  two  thoufand, 
or  elfe  to  raife  two  new  ones,  under  fuch  Officers  as 
his  Majefty  fhall  name.  The  cloud  threatening  thefc 
parts  from  France  is  not  yet  broken,  and  the  marches 
of  their  troops  to  three  fcveral  rendezvoufes  make  it 
yet  uncertain  where  it  will  falL     Cambray,  Valen- 
ciennes, Namur,  Mons,  and  St.  Omcrs,  are  in  very 
good  condition,  and  the  laft  hath  three  thoufand  men 
in  garrifon,  beHdes  the  Burgeoifie.     The  Prince   of 
LignJ  has  now  four  thoufand  horfe  effeftive  at  the 
head  quarters  near  Nivelle,  where  there  will  be  five 
thoufand  foot  to  join  with  them,  and  attend  their 
enemy*s  motion,  and  cover  BrufTels  upon  occafion.  It 
is  moft  certain,  that  if  the  French  had  begun  to  march 
when  they  began  to  talk,  about  three  weeks  fince,  this 
country  had  been  loft  without  difpute  or  remedy ;  the 
defence  will  be  now  perhaps  (harper  than  expeftcd. 
La  Baflfe  and  Armentiers  are  already  flighted,  and 
Charleroy  is  all  mined  within,  the  mines  filled  with 
powder  ;  guns  and  magazines  drawn  off,  and  ready 
to  fly  upon  the  firft  approach  of  the  French ;  which 
is  hert  cfteemcd  both  a  generous  and  prudent  rcfolu- 

tion 
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of  the  Marquis,  fince  he  could  not  finilh  ic  in 
If  nor  prefcrve  his  child  without  the  mother's 

know  nothing  elfe  to  increafe  this  trouble,  be- 
I  the  aflurances  of  my  being,  my  Lord,  your  Ex- 
UKy's  moft  humble  and  moft  obedient  fervant. 

To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

iy  Lord,  Bruffels,  May  27,  N.  S.  1657. 

'^  W  O  days  fince  came  hither  the  news  of  Ar- 
mentiers  being  feized  by  a  party  of  the  French 
fe,  about  five  hundred  ftrong-,  half  of  the  forti- 
tions  were  already  flighted,  and  not  above  an 
dred  and  fifty  foldiers  left  in  the  town.  What 
r  next  defign  will  be,  feems  not  yet  refolved  ;  their 
>ps  marching  on  all  parts  give  the  occafion  I  fup- 
I  to  the  feveral  governors  of  Mons,  Cambray,  and 
enciennes,  to  fignify,  by  exprefl^es  hither,  thejea- 
y  each  of  them  has  of  the  ftorm  being  ready  to 
upon  their  parts. 

Lt  Cambray  and  Lifle,  feveral  French  have  been 
:n  "furveying  the  works,  and  difguifed  ;  but  all 
e  places  are  at  prefent  in  fo  good  condition,  that 
choice  may  perhaps  make  fome  difficulties  in  the 
nch  counfels,  which  I  believe  have  been  much 
oncerted  by  the  blowing  up  of  Charleroy  -,  a  re- 
tion  they  expe6led  not  from  the  Marquis,  and 
lout  which  thefe  parts  of  the  country  had  run  in- 
able  dangers,  and  the  moft  fuccefsful  invafion  had 
1  made  in  thofc  Provinces  where  the  French  pre- 
10ns  lay. 

The  difcourfers  here  obferve,  that  the  firft  pace  of 
war,  being  made  in  Flanders,  lofes  all  the  good 
:e  which  the  French  endeavoured  to  give  their  in- 
on  ',  that  the  town  they  have  taken  can  import  no 
e  than  the  advance  of  their  frontiers  ;  that  they 

fccm 
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fcem  unrcfolved  whether  to  keep  it  or  no  ;  how  to 
ufe  the  governor  and  foldiers  whom  they  took  in  their 
beds,  whether  as  prifoners  or  friends,  and  more  un* 
certain  what  to  do  next ;  that  their  flownefs  in  enter- 
ing the  country,  and  lofs  of  twenty  days  time,  though 
they  were  then  as  ready  as  now,  has  certainly  faved 
thel'e  Provinces :  for  it  is  conftant  without  anydifpute, 
that,  if  they  had  fallen  on  in  the  beginning  of  this 
month,  Charleroy,  Nivelle,  Louvain,  Bruflels,  and 
Mechlin,  would  have  coft  them  neither  time  nor  dan- 
ger. From  thefe  circumftances,  the  reafoners  here 
conclude  a  wcaknefs  and  incertitude  in  the  French 
counfcls,  and  begin  to  hope  they  may  have  taken  their 
mealures  as  ill  among  their  neighbours  as  they  have 
among  themfelves ;  and  fay  confidently,  that,  unlefs 
they  are  agreed  with  England,  their  affairs  are  in  a 
worfe  pofture  than  they  have  been  thefe  twenty  years. 
They  begin  to  hope  that  all  our  late  practices  with 
the  French  are  aimed  no  farther  than  to  embark 
them  in  this  affair,  and  have  our  revenge  for  the  game 
they  played  in  engaging  us  in  the  Dutch  war  :  they 
fay,  that  if,  by  ofters  and  fhews  of  abandoning  Spain, 
we  have  drawn  the  French  into  this  war,  which  hath 
already  coft  them  all  their  confidence  with  Holland, 
all  farther  hopes  of  amufing  Spain,  and  the  credit  of 
their  good  faith  and  meaning  with  the  reft  of  Chriften- 
dom  :  that  if,  after  our  peace  made  with  Holland 
and  France,  we  rcfolve  to  offer  our  mediation  between 
France  and  Spain,  and,  upon  the  refufal  or  failing  of 
it,  join  with  the  Hollander  in  the  protedlion  of  thefe 
countries,  enter  vigoroufly  into  the  war,  fhare  with 
the  Spaniard  whatever  fhall  be  gained  from  the  French, 
and  let  Holland  find  their  account  bydeftroying  all  the 
French  dcfigns  of  trade  and  plantations  abroad  -,  the  rea- 
foners here  conclude,  that,  if  this  has  been  ourdefign 
for  thefe  two  months  paft,  and  be  purfued  with  the  fame 
fucccfs  it  has  begun,  it  is  one  of  the  greateft  coun- 
fels  that  has  ever  been  conceived  by  any  Prince,  and 

which 
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wMch  will  make  the  greatcft  change  in  our  own  af- 
fairs, and  in  thofe  of  all  Chriftendom  bcfidcs,  and  ap- 
pear the  beft  adjufted  revenge  upon  the  French,  that 
ever  was  taken  upon  an  enemy. 

From  Breda  we  have  got  little  more  than  the  entry 
of  our  Ambaflador,  which  makes  us  believe  fomc 
myftery  in  the  delays  of  peace  there,  as  well  as  thofo 
of  war  on  the  other  fide. 

From  Sweden  I  have,  the  laft  poft,  a  particular 
aflurance  of  that  Crown's  good  intentions  towards  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  of  their  difpatching  one  Monfieur 
Tongel  Envoy  into  Spain,  who  is  to  pafs  this  way, 
and  will  be  addrefled  to  me,  to  introduce  him  to  the 
Marquis,  by  whofe  reprefentations  the  Court  of 
Sweden  defires  to  have  their  Minifter's  reception  in 
Spain  favoured,  and  his  negotiation  advanced. 

I  am,  as  will  ever  become  me  to  be,  with  equal 
paflion  and  truth,  my  Lord,  yours,  &c. 

Tb  my  Lord  Holies. 

My  Lord,  Bruflcls,  May  29,  N.  S.  1667. 

I  Know  not  with  what  fpeedor  fuccels  three  of  mine 
may  have  arrived  at  Breda,  but  am  apt  to  doubt 
the  certainty  of  this  commerce,  by  obferving,  that 
your  Excellency's  of  the  2 2d  came  not  to  my  hands 
till  yefterday,  and  after  the  receipt  of  it  I  was  fo  un- 
lucky, as  not  find  the  Baron  De  Tlfola  till  later  at 
night  than  would  fufter  this  difpatch  :  I  now  fend  it; 
to  Mr.  Shaw  of  Antwerp,  with  orders  to  convey  it 
by  cxprefs  from  thence,  in  cafe  he  meets  no  other  fudr 
den  occafion  ;  and  whatever  favour  or  commands  your 
Excellency  may  hereafter  defign  me,  will  come  fooner 
and  fafer,  I  fuppofe,  by  an  addrefs  to  the  fame  hand 
at  Antwerp. 

I  acquainted  the  Baron  De  Tlfola  with  the  Dutch 
allegations  concerning  fome  advances  made  by  him 
. .  2  as 
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as  from  his  Majcfty,  upon  the  point  of  Poleroon*  H« 
fays,  however  they  may  fecm  to  interpret  it,  they 
could  not  underftand  it  by  any  thing  that  paflfed  from 
him  in  that  private  communication,  which  was  all  he 
entered  into  upon  his  (hort  ftay  in  Holland.  That, 
upon  his  firft  difcourfe  of  his  Majefty's  intention  to 
make  the  treaty  of  1662  the  foundation  of  this  at 
prefent,  the  perfon  he  diicourfed  with  raifed  two  dif- 
ficulties •,  the  firft,  that  of  Poleroon  ;  and  the  other, 
the  continuance  of  the  pretenfions  left  on  either  fide  ^ 
which,  as  they  had  given  occafion,  or  at  leaft  pretext^ 
for  the  prefent  quarrel,  fo,  if  they  were  left  ftill  un- 
decided, they  might  hereafter  have  the  fame  effedl  ; 
whereas  their  defire  was,  by  this  peace,  to  cut  off  the 
root  of  all  future  differences.  For  the  firft  point,  he 
(the  Baron)  afked,  whether,  if  all  other  articles  fhould 
be  agreed,  the  States  would  be  fo  obftinate  upon  the 
point  of  Poleroon,  as  to  endanger  the  peace  for  that 
alone  :  It  was  anfwered,  the  French  had  already  ef- 
fayed  to  do  Ibme  offices  in  this  particular,  and  had 
brought  it  to  this  very  demand,  whether  the  States 
would  continue  the  war  rather  than  yield  the  point 
of  Poleroon  -,  and  that  the  States  had  anfwered  for- 
mally, they  would. 

For  the  fecond,  concerning  the  mutual  pretenfions 
left  in  the  treaty  of  1662,  he  (the  Baron)  feemed  to 
approve  the  cutting  them  all  ofi^,  but  propofed,  that, 
in  confideration  of  it,  the  States  ftiould  give  his  Ma- 
jefty  a  fum  of  money  in  fome  fort  proportionable  to 
what  his  pretences  might  amount  ;  and  that,  if  the 
States  would  make  any  advance  confiderable  in  point 
of  the  fum,  he  (the  Baron)  would  employ  all  his  own 
and  his  friends  endeavours,  to  induce  his  Majefty  to 
a  condefcenfion  in  this  point  of  Poleroon,  as  well  as 
that  of  clearing  all  pretenfions  on  either  fide. 

To  this  was  anfwered,  that  for  Poleroon  nothing 
more  could  be  faid,  nor  any  confideration  make  the 

States 
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States  yield  it,  without  the  alternative  of  rcftoring  all 
on  each  fide,  which  would  create  length  and  difficulty 
in  the  treaty.  That,  for  ^  fum  of  money  in  fatisfaftion 
of  his  Majefty*s  pretenfions,  they  could  not  confent 
to  any  fuch  propofal,  without  a  particular  liquidation 
of  what  the  pretenfions  on  each  fide  amounted  to  5 
fince  they  believed  in  grpfs  their  own  upon  us  to  be 
higher  than  ours  upon  them  :  and  yet,  at  the  fame 
Ume,  it  was  infilled,  that  no  fuch  examen  or  liqui- 
dation ihould  be  entered  upon,  fince  doing  it  betbre 
the  conclufion  would  expofe  the  treaty  to  the  danger 
of  delays,  and  confequently  of  accidents  -,  and  leaving 
it  to  commifiloners  after  the  conclufion  would  leave 
field  for  new  difputes. 

This  was  the  fum  of  the  Baron's  negotiation,  in 
which  he  made  all  the  advances  as  from  himfelf ;  but 
when  he  found  he  was  not  likely  to  bring  it  to  any 
iflfue,  by  reafon  of  thofe  two  difficulties,  that  is,  Pole- 
roon,  and  the  fum  in  confideration  of  our  clearing  ail 
pretenfions  ;  he  then  told  them,  as  by  his  Majcfly^s 
order,  that,  the  point  of  Poleroon  touching  our  Eaft- 
tndia  company,  rather  than  his  Majefty,  the  King 
would  fend  over  fome  perfons  deputed  from  the  faid 
company,  with  his  Ambafladors  ;  and,  if  the  States 
would  do  the  lan)e,  it  was  likely  the  perfons  deputed 
from  each  company  might  find  an  expedient  in  the 
bufinefs. 

This  the  Baron  gives  me  for  a  Qiort  and  true  rela- 
tion of  all  his  difcourfes  in  Holland,  which  having 
been  made  with  one  perfon  alone,  and  very  private,  I 
find  he  expeded  not  they  would  have  been  fo  public, 
as  to  be  alledged  upon  any  new  negotiations. 

Our  news  from  the  frontiers  fince  my  lafl:  is  this  : 
about  the  time  of  the  French  King's  coming  down  to 
Arras,  the  orders  were  given  for  flighting  Armentiers, 
la  Baflee,  and  Charleroy  ;  which  being  public,  and 
begun  to  be  executed  at  Armeatiers>  a  Brigetin  Prielt 
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of  chat  town  went  to  Arras,  and,  upon  complaints  of* 
their  being  left  without  defence  in  the  times  of  dan- 
ger that  were  approaching,  made  application  to  the 
Governor  of  Arras  for  a  protection  for  their  town : 
within  a  day  or  two  after,  when  the  works  were  about 
half  flighted,  infteadof  theprotedlion,  camefeven  or* 
eight  hundred  French  horfe,  and,  finding  a  guard  of 
about  forty  men  at  the  entrance  of  the  place,  made  a 
difcharge  upon  them,  killed  one,  and  wounded  two : 
upon  which,  thofe  few  foldiers  that  were  in  the  town- 
houfe,  fliot  and  killed  three  or  four  of  the  French, 
who  began  to  pillage  fomc  of  the  burghers  houfes  ; 
but  this  diforder  was  foon  appeafed  by  their  officers  ; 
after  which  they  fummoncd  the  peafants  in,  and  be- 
gan to  repair  the  fortifications,  kept  the  Governor  in 
reftraint,  and  carried  the  matter  as  if  this  had  been 
the  declaration  of  war.     This  news  coming  to  the 
Governor  of  Lifle,  he  feized  upon  fome  Frenchmen 
he  found  in  his  town  by  way  of  reprifal  for  thofe 
taken  at  Armentiers  •,  and  the  Marquis  gave  order  to 
the  Prince  of  Ligny,  who  commands  the  horfe  here, 
to  charge  any  party  he  fhould  find  making  coiirfcs 
into  the  frontiers,  and  to  endeavour  to  bring  away 
fome  prifoners,  both  as  reprifals  for  thofe  of  Armen- 
tiers, and  to  know  fomething  of  the  French  preten- 
fions. 

After  they  had  kept  Armentiers  about  five  days, 
they  releafed  the  Governor,  told  the  people  they  came 
not  to  begin  any  war,  but  only  at  their  invitation  to 
protedt  the  town  ;  drewofi^at  firft  one  party  of  their 
men,  and  laft  Friday  morning  all  the  reft  :  the  Go- 
vernor of  Lifle  fet  his  Frenchmen  at  liberty,  and  the 
Prince  of  Ligny  fome  that  he  had  taken  in  a  flcirmifti 
of  fmall  parties  upon  the  borders  of  Hainault,  where- 
in the  Marquis  tells  me  about  fifty  of  the  French 
were  killed,  and  near  twenty  taken.  This  I  am  more 
particular  in  relating,  becaufe  it  feems  the  firft  pace 
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of  the  war,  though  fince  in  a  manner  difavowed  by 
the  French ;  and  indeed  it  is  generally  cenfured  as  the 
zffedi  of  a  weak  and  uncertain  counfel,  to  begin  with- 
out any  formed  de(ign  or  declaration,  by  feizing  fo 
raihly  a,  place  of  no  moment,  and  in  the  Province  of 
Flanders,  where  none  of  their  pretences  lie.  Thefe 
three  laft  days  the  motion  of  their  troops  has  been 
through  Philippeville,  and  the  frontiers  of  Hainaulr. 
The  French  King  was  expefted  laft  night  at  Quefnoy, 
and  to-day  at  Philippeville.  They  have  begun  a 
bridge  upon  the  Sambre,  near  a  village  called  Mar- 
fin  au  Pont^  a  league  up  the  river  from  the  place 
where  Charleroy  flood  5  the  ground  being  on  the 
one  fide  Pais  de  Liege,  and  on  the  other  the  Spaniards 
country  ;  fo  we  expedt  here  they  will  enter  that  coun- 
try to-morrow  s  but  which  way  they  intend  their  firft 
impreflfion  is  uncertain  *,  the  bridge  they  make  ferving 
a  defign  either  upon  Namur,  Mons,  or  Bruffels.  The 
Spanilh  forces  on  this  fide  lie  between  this  place  and 
Marimount,  and  confift  of  about  four  thoufand  horfc 
and  as  many  foot,  have  no  formed  defign  but  to  at- 
tend the  enemy's  motion,  and  to  retire  for  the  defence  - 
of  this  place,  in  cafe  of  the  enemy's  marching  this 
way. 

The  general  belief  here  of  the  moft  intelligent  is, 
that  France  has  had  the  fkill  or  good  luck  de  nous  en- 
dormirj  both  us  and  Holland,  in  this  great  conjunc- 
ture, and  by  affuring  us  of  peace  upon  good  terms 
with  the  Dutch,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  Dutch  of 
never  according  with  us,  nor  breaking  with  Spain  to 
their  (the  Hollanders)  prejudice,  will  amufe  us  both 
in  a  flow  treaty  till  they  have  made  fo  great  an  im- 
prelTion  in  thefe  countries,  as  will  give  neither  of  us 
the  liberty  to  take  thofe  meafuresupon  this  affair,  to 
which  either  of  our  interefts  might  lead  us  ;  and  per- 
haps find  means  to  divert  the  treaty  at  laft  from  com- 
ing to  any  iflue.  They  fay,  that  delaying  our  treaty. 

Vol.  I.  U  for 
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for  the  point  of  Poleroon,  is  lodng  a  dinner  for  muf^ 
tard  ;  and  that  every  day  it  is  deferred,  endangers  an 
irrecoverable  conjuncture,  that  heaven  hath  given  us, 
of  making  ourfelves  confiderable  to  whom,,  which 
way,  and  to  what  degree,  we  pleafe.  God  fend  thde 
reafoners  to  be  deceived,  and  that  wc  may  not  be  fo,. 
at  leaft  no  more  by  the  fame  hands.  I  am,  my  Lord> 
yours,  &c. 

To  Sir  Philip  Warwick. 

S I R,  Bruflcls,  June  2 1,  N.  S.  1667*. 

I  A  M  very  forry  that  I  muft  rejoice  with  you,  and 
condole  with  all  your  friends  at  the  fame  time, 
and  upon  the  fame  occafion  ;  for,  though  the  retreat 
I  hear  you  have  made  from  bufinefs  muft  needs  be  a 
trouble  and  a  lofs  to  us  all,  yet  I  know  it  is  an  eife 
and  a  happinefs  to  yourfelf,  or  elfe  a  wife  man,  as  yea 
are,  ought  not  to  have  chofen  it.  I  will  not  tell  yoa 
how  great  a  contentment  I  had  in  knowing  my  bu- 
finefb  lay  fo  much  in  your  way,  becaufe  I  never  intend 
to  purfue  more  than  what  his  Majefty  pleafes  to  make 
my  due,  and  I  have  ever  reckoned  both  upon  your 
jullice  and  your  kindnefs  :  but  I  muft  bear  this  dif- 
appointment,  fince  you  are  the  author  of  it,  which  is 
the  beft  confolation  I  can  think  of.  In  the  meantime, 
I  hope  you  do  not  intend  to  retire  from  the  commerce 
of  your  friends,  as  well  as  that  of  bufinefs  •,  for,  the* 
you  fliould  lock  yourfelf  up  within  your  walls  of 
Frog-pool,  I  (hall  ever  pretend  to  have  a  fhare  in  you, 
there  itfelf,  and  never  omit  any  occafions  of  afTuring 
you,  that  no  change  you  can  make  in  your  courfe  of 
Kfe  can  ever  make  any  in  the  refolutions  I  have  taken 
of  being,  always.  Sir,  yours,  &c. 
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7o  my  Lord  Arlington. 

Kly  Lord,  Bruffels,  July  19,  Nw  S.  1667. 

TH  E  diligence  of  the  pofts,  or  favour  of  the 
weather,  have  given  me  two  of  your  Loixi* 
fliip's  to  acknowledge  fince  my  laft  of  the  ift  and  5th 
current,  with  the  good  news  of  the  Dutch  being  bea- 
ten off  at  HarwicR ;  for,  fince  we  are  in  a  difeafe,  every 
fit  we  pafs  well  over  is  fo  much  of  good,  and  gives 
hopes  of  recovery  :  I  doubt  this  is  not  the  laft,  for  I 
hear  De  Witt  is  refolved  that  their  fleet  fliall  not  give 
over  adbion  till  the  very  ratifications  of  the  treaty  are 
exchanged  :  in  which  he  certainly  purfues  his  intereft^ 
chat  the  war  may  end  with  fo  much  the  more  honour 
abfx>ad,  and  heart  at  home  \  for  commonly  the  fame 
diipofitions  between  the  parties  with  which  one  war 
cods,  another  begins.  And,  though  this  may  end  in 
peace^  yet  I  doubt  it  will  be  with  fo  much  unkindnefs 
between  the  nations,  that  it  will  be  wifdom  on  both 
fides  to  tliink  of  another,  as  well  as  to  avoid  it.  All 
diicourie  here  is  of  the  peace  as  a  thing  undoubted,and 
every  pacquct  I  receive  from  England  confirms  me  in 
the  belief  that  a  war  abroad  is  not  our  prefent  bufi- 
neis,  till  all  at  home  be  in  better  order ;  no  more  than 
hard  exercife  which  ftrengthens  healthy  bodies,  can 
be  proper  for  thofe  that  have  a  fever  lurking  in  the. 
veins,  or  a  confumption  in  the  flefli  •,  for  which,  reft, 
and  order,  and  diet,  are  necefiary,  and  perhaps  fome 
medicine  too,  provided  it  come  from  a  careful  and  a 
flcilful  hand.  This  is  all  that  I  fhall  fay  upon  that 
fubjeft,  which,  I  prefume,  has  before  this  received 
feme  refblution  by  my  Lx)rd  Ambaflador  Coventry's 
arrival  ;  for  I  confefs  my  ftomach  is  come  down,  and 
I  fhould  be  glad  to  hear  the  peace  ended,  and  our 
coafts  clear,  fince  it  will  not  be  better  ;  but  all  this 
while,  Multa  gtmens  ignominiam  plagafque  fuperbi  hcftis, 
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and  I  am  fure  would  not  defirc  to  live,  unlefs  witfr 
hopes  of  feeing  ourfelves  one  day  in  another  pofturc, 
which  God  Almighty  has  made  us  capable  or,  when- 
ever w..  piccifc  ourfelves. 

I  am  forry  to  find  the  commerce  between  England 
and  Spaiii  fo  far  cut  off,-  as  it  Ihou-ld  feem  by  your 
Lordfhip*s  complaints  of  having  received  none  of  a 
date  larer  than  May  the  firft,  for  mine  holds  yet  pret- 
ty coaltant,  though  I  fuppofe  vifited  by  the  French 
in  their  pafTage.     On  Sunday  laft  I  received  one  ffoni 
Mr.  Godolphin  of  the  firft  current,  where  he  told  mr, 
the  treaties  were  fent  figned  by  feveral  ways  into  Eng^ 
land,  and  therefore  concluded  fome  of  them  arrived. 
He  feems  to  doubt  ftill  the  Portuguefe  accepting  their 
Ihare  in  it  ;   which  is  the  likelier,  becaufe  the  Mar- 
quis tells  mc,  he  hears,  by  this  ordinary,  that  better 
terms  may  be  offered  them,  though  it  is  pleafant  the 
Spaniard  fhould  not  have  yet  refolved  to  give  them 
the  title,  when,  for  aught  I  know,  without  it,  all  their 
own  may  be  in  danger.     His  Excellency  aflures  mc 
rhey  are  refolved  in  Spain  upon  declaring  a  general 
war,  both  by  fea  and  land,  and  that  way  make  the 
French  unmalk  their  defigns ;  that  they  have  fent  or- 
ders already    to  feize  upon   all  that  belongs  to  the 
French  in  their  Indies,  who  have  a  great  (hare  in  the 
Spaniih  fleet  that  is  daily  expefted  home  -,  that  they 
have  remitted,  by  this  ordinary,  to  his  Excellency  a 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  crowns,  which  is  the 
third  remife  of  about  that  fum,  arrived  fince  the  war 
began  ;  and  that  they  have  negotiated  with  the  Fre- 
goni,  or  fome  fuch  name,  being  the  ableft  merchants 
at  Amfterdam,  for  nine  hundred  thoufand  more  -,  fo 
that  the  procefs  feems  well  entered,  and  I  wi(h  them 
a  good  ilTue. 

We  have  here  no  certainty  of  the  progrefs  of  the 

French  arrtis,  nor  can  we  fay  thatCourtray  is  taken^ 

ilioiigh  the  report  has  continued  more  or  lefs  thefc 
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four  .days  •,  but  the  Marquis  would  Aot  own  any  ad- 
vice of  it  on  Saturday  night  -,  though  he  fpoke  very 
defpairinely  of  the  town,  but  confidently  of  the  cita- 
del's holding  out  atleaft  fifteen  days,  if  tbofe  within 
it  did  their  duty.  His  Excellency  makes  a  very  dif- 
Jferent  ftory  of  the  Baron  of  Linafceck's  defeat,  which 
:was  reported  here ;  and  aflures  ;ne,  that,  having  car- 
ried fome  relief  into  Courtray,  he  retreated  with  only 
two  hundred  horfe,  and^  meeting  a  party  of  fix  hun- 
dred of  the  French,  charged  through  them,  killed  the 
Captain  of  their  vanguard  with  feveral  others,  'and 
came  off^  with  the  lofs  only  of  fifteen  men. 

Yefterday  morning  the  Marquis  went  to  Ghent,  with 
ilitentions  of  returning  in  three  or  four  days.;  and 
hath  left  the  town  fo  emptied  by  his  journey,  as  well 
as  the  camp,  that,  bcfides  the  Governor,  I  know  not 
of  a  Gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  in  it. 

The  Baron  de  Tlfola  went  this  morning  towards 
Antwerp,  and  from  thence  pafTes  towards  Oilend  to 
go  over  with  the  convoy,  which  I  could  not  perfuade 
him  to  lofe,  though  1  endeavoured  it  upon  a  hint  in 
your  Lord(hip*s  letter,  and  more  upon  his  telling  me 
chat  you  had  diffuaded  him  from  coming  till  the  ra- 
tifications of  the  treaty  were  pafled ;  but  he  fays  he  is 
confident  that  will  be  before  he  can  arrive  -,  that  he 
hath  fent  overall  his  papers  and  bills  of  exchange  be- 
foi:eband,  and,  if  he  lofes  this  convoy,  knows  not 
^irhen  to  hope  for  a  fecure  paflage.  And,  if  his  Ma- 
jcfty  thinks  fit,  will  rather  make  a  ftay  at  Gravefend, 
>or  any  other  plaxre  near  the  water-fide,  till  all  jealoufy 
of  his  coming  be  blown  over. 

I  give  your  Lordlhip  humble  thanks  for  the  letter 
I  received  to  make  ufc  of  part  of  the  money  in  Mr. 
Shaw's  hands,  for  fupply  of  what  was  grown  due  to 
me  -,  and  am,  I  am  fure,  at  all  times,  more  troubled 
to  afk  it,  than  pleafed  to  receive  it.  I  was  much  more 
fenfibly  obliged  by  the  part  you  was  pleafed  to  give 
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mc  of  the  good  fortune  arrived  to  your  family,  by  itt 
incrcafc,  and  my  Lady*s  fafety  ;  and  will  afltire  your 
Lordftiip  you  do  me  but  juftice  to  believe  I  am  con- 
cerned in  all  that  happens  to  you,  and  more  particu-^ 
lariy  upon  this  occafion,  of  which  1  have  made  very 
conftant  enquiries,  though  without  your  Lordihip^i 
trouble.  I  gave  you  El  para  bien  with  all  the  joy 
that  can  be,  and  the  prefages  of  many  more  fuch  ad^ 
ventures  ;  and  know  my  Lady  began  with  her  own 
fex  for  no  other  reafon,  but  bccaufe  the  war  was  cnd^ 
cd.  My  own  particular  fatisfadtion  in  it  is,  that  my 
family  may  continue  their  fervices  to  your  Lordlhip's, 
and  that  way  make  up  what  I  fhall  fall  fliort  of  in  the 
expreflSons  of  that  paffion  and  truth,  wherewith  I  am^ 
my  Lord,  yours,  &c. 

To  my  Lord  Lijle. 

My  Lord,  Bruflcls,  Auguft  —  1667, 

I  Received  lately  the  honour  of  one  from  your 
Lordftiip,  which  after  all  complaints  of  flownefs 
and  dulnefs  had  enough  to  bear  it  out,  though  it  had 
been  much  better  addrefled,  but  needed  nothing 
where  it  was,  befides  being  yours.  In  my  prefent  fta-» 
tion  1  want  no  letters  of  bufinefs  or  news,  which 
makes  thofe  that  bring  me  marks  of  my  friends  re- 
membrance, or  touches  at  their  prefent  thoughts  and 
entertainments,  tafte  much  better  than  any  thing  can 
do  that  is  common  fare. 

I  agree  very  much  with  your  Lordftiip,  in  being 
little  fatisfied  by  the  wits  excufe,  of  employing  none 
upon  relations  as  they  do  in  France;  and  doubt 
much  it  is  the  fame  temper  and  courfe  of  thoughts 
among  us,  that  makes  us  neither  aft  things  worth 
relating,  nor  relate  things  worth  the  reading.  Whilft 
piaking  fome  of  the  company  laugh,  and  others  ri- 
dicqlqus,  is  the  game  iq  vogue,  I  fe^r  w^  fliall  hard- 
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ly  fucceed  at  any  other,  and  am  forry  our  courtiers 
ihould  content  themfelves  withfuch  vidtories  asthofe. 
I  would  have  been  glad  to  have  feen  Mr.  Cowley,  be- 
fore he  died,  celebrate  Captain  Douglas's  death, 
who  ftood  and  burnt  in  one  of  our  fhips  at  Chatham, 
when  his  foldiers  left  him,  becaufe  it  fhould  never 
ht  faid,  a  Douglas  quitted  his  poft  without  order  ; 
whether  it  be  wife  in  men  to  do  fuch  aftions  or  no, 
I  am  fure  it  is  fo  in  States  to  honour  them  ;  and,  if 
Chey  can,  to  turn  the  vein  of  wits  to  raiie  up  the 
«fteem  of  fome  qualities  above  the  real  value,  rather 
than  bring  every  thing  to  burlefque,  which,  if  it  be 
allowed  at  all,  (hould  be  fo  only  to  wife  men  in  their 
dofets,  and  not  to  wits,  in  their  common  mirth  and 
company.  But  I  leave  them  to  be  reformed  by  great 
fnen^s  examples  and  humours,  and  know  very  well 
it  is  folly  for  a  private  man  to  touch  them,  which 
does  but  bring  them  like  wafps  about  one's  ears. 
However,  I  cannot  but  bewail  the  tranfitorinefs  of 
their  fame,  as  well  as  other  men's,  when  I  hear  Mr. 
Waller  is  turned  to  burlefque  among  them,  while  he 
IS  alive,  which  never  happened  to  old  poets  till  ma- 
ny years  after  their  death ;  and  though  I  never  knew 
him  enough  to  adore  him,  as  many  have  done,  and 
cafily  believe  he  may  be,  as  your  Lordfhip  fays, 
enough  out  of  fafliion,  yet  I  am  apt  to  think  fome 
of  the  old  cut- work  bands  were  of  as  fine  thread,  and 
as  well  wrought,  as  any  of  our  new  points  ;  and,  at 
Jeaft,  that  all  the  wit  he  and  his  company  fpent,  in 
heightening  love  and  friendfhip,  was  better  employ- 
ed, than  what  is  laid  out  fo  prodigally  by  the  modern 
wits,  in  the  mockery  of  all  forts  of  religion  and  go- 
vernment, 

I  know  not  how  your  Lordfhip's  letter  has  engaged 
me  in  this  kind  of  difcourfes  -,  but  I  know  very  well 
you  will  advife  me  after  it  to  keep  my  refidency  here 
as  long  as  I  can,  foretelling  me  what  fuccefs  I  am  like 
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to  have  among  our  courtiers  if  I  come  over.  The  bcft 
on  it  is,  my  heart  is  fet  fo  much  upon  my  little  corner 
at  Sheen,  that,  while  I  keep  that,  no  other  difappoint- 
ments  will  be  very  fcnfible  to  me-,  and,  becaufcmy 
wife  tells  me  fhe  is  fo  bold  as  enter  into  talk  of  en- 
larging our  dominions  there,  I  am  contriving  here 
this  fummer,  how  a  fucceilion  of  cherries  may  be 
compaffed  from  May  till  Michaelmas,  and  how  the 
riches  of  Sheen  vines  may  be  improved  by  half  a  do- 
zen forts  which  arc  not  yet  known  there,  and  which, 
I  think,  much  beyond  any  that  are.  I  ihould  be  very 
glad  to  come  and  plant  them  myfelf  thi^  next  feafon, 
but  know  not  yet  how  thofe  thoughts  will  hit.  Though 
i  defign  to  flay  but  a  month  in  England,  yet  they  arc 
here  very  unwilling  I  (hould  ftir,  as  all  people  in  ad- 
verfity  are  jealous  of  being  forfaken  ;  and  his  Majefty 
is  not  willing  to  give  them  any  difcouragement,  whe- 
ther he  gives  them  any  affiftance  or  no.  But,  if  they 
end  the  campaign  with  any  good  fortune,  they  will  be 
better-humoured  in  that,  as  well  as  all  other  points : 
and  it  feems  not  a  very  unlikely  thing,  the  French 
having  done  nothing  in  fix  months  paft  but  harrafe 
their  army,  and  being,  before  Lifle,  engaged  in  a 
fiege,  which  may  very  well  break  the  courfe  of  their 
fuccefs.  They  have  not  yet  made  the  leaft  advance 
upon  any  of  the  out^works,  but  been  beaten  off 
with  much  lofs  in  all  their  aflaults :  and,  if  that 
King's  defign  be  to  bring  his  Nobility  as  low  as  he 
has  done  his  people,  he  is  in  a  good  way,  and  may 
very  well  leave  mofl:  of  the  brave  among  them  in 
their  trenches  there. 

I  had  not  need  write  often  at  this  length,  nor  make 

iour  Lordfliip  any  new  profeflions  of  my  being,  my 
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To  my  brother  Sir  John  Temple. 

Dear  Brother,       Bruffels,  Odob.  10,  N.  S.  1667. 

HAving  written  fo  many  and  long  letters  to  my 
father,  I  refolved  this  fhould  be  to  you,  though 
upon  a  fubjeft  wherein  he  has  been  very  defirous  to 
be  informed  -,  which  was  more  than  I  could  pretend 
to  from  any  notices  of  my  own,  having  been  young 
and  very  new  in  bufinefs,  when  I  was  firfl:  employed 
upon  the  Munfter  treaty.  All  I  knew  of  the  grounds 
or  occafions  of  our  late  war  with  Holland  was, 
that,  in  all  common  converfation,  I  found  both  the 
Court,  and  the  Parliament  in  general,  very  (harp 
vpon  it ;  complaining  of  the  Dutch  infolencies,  of 
the  great  difadvantages  they  had  brought  upon  our 
trade  in  general,  and  the  particular  injuries  of  their 
Eaft-India  company  towards  ours :  and  it  was  not 
cafy  to  think  any  fhould  better  underftand  the  honour 
of  the  Crown  than  our  Court;  or  the  interefts  of  the 
nation,  than  the  houfe  of  Commons.  One  thing  I 
confefs  gave  me  fome  refleftions,  which  was,  to  ob- 
fcrve  that  three  of  my  father's  greateft  friends,  and 
perfons  that  I  moft  eftcemed  upon  many  accounts, 
vrerc  violently  againft  thecounfelsof  this  war-,  which 
were  my  Lords  of  Northumberland,  of  Leicefter, 
and  Sir  Robert  Long  ;  though  two  of  them  were  of 
the  Privy  Council,  and  the  third  in  a  great  office, 
and  ever  hred  up  in  Court.  For  my  own  part,  when 
I  entered  into  that  affair,  all  I  knew  was,  that  we  were 
actually  in  a  war,  and  that  the  befl  we  could  do  was  to 
^t  out  of  it  either  by  fuccefs  and  viftories,  or  by  a 
fair  and  reafonable  peace,  which  I  believed  our  treaty 
with Munfler would  make  way  for:  and  I  found  fome 
of  our  Minifters  had  no  other  end  by  it,  havmg  given 
over  the  thoughts  of  any  great  advantages  v/c  fhould 
find  by  purfuing  the  war.    How  that  fuccccdcd,  and 
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how  it  ended,  you  all  know  there,  as  well  as  I  do 
here. 

Upon  conclufion  of  the  peace  at  Breda,  my  lifter 
took  a  very  ftrong  fancy  to  a  journey  into  Holland^ 
CO  fee  a  country  fhe  had  hearcl  fo  much  of ;  and  I  was 
willing  to  give  her  that  fatisfadion,  after  the  melan- 
choly fcene  we  have  had  here  ever  fmce  the  French 
invalion  of  this  country.  We  went  incogmto^  with  osi^ 
ly  her  woman,  a  valet  de  chambre,  and  a  page  out  of 
livery,  who  all  fpoke  Dutch.  I  leave  it  to  her  to  give 
you  an  account  of  what  entertainments  fhe  met  with 
there,  which  ihe  was  much  pleafed  with,  efpecially 
(hofe  of  the  Indian  houfes :  for  me,  who  had  feen 
enough  of  it  in  my  younger  travels,  I  found  nothing 
new  but  the  Stadt-houfe  at  Amflerdam,  which, 
though  a  great  fabric,  yet  anfwered  not  the  expe£ta* 
tion  1  had,  from  fomuch  time,  and  fo  vafl  expence, 
as  had  been  employed  to  raife  it  :  which  put  me  in 
mind  of  what  the  Cavaliero  Bernini  faid  of  the  Lou- 
vre, when  he  was  fent  for  to  take  a  view  of  it,  that 
it  was  una  granpiccola  cofa.  The  chief  plcafure  I  had 
in  my  journey  was,  to  obferve  the  flrange  freedom 
that  all  men  took  in  boats  and  inns,  and  all  other 
common  places,  of  talking  openly  whatever  they 
thought  upon  all  the  public  affairs,  both  of  their  own 
State,  and  their  neighbours  :  and  this  I  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  finding  more  by  being  incognito^  and  think 
it  the  greateft  piece  of  the  liberty  that  country  fo 
much  values ;  the  government  being  otherwife  as 
fevere,  and  the  taxes  as  hard,  as  among  any  of  their 
neighbours. 

At  our  return  from  Amflerdam  we  lay  two  nights 
at  the  Hague,  where  I  made  a  vifit  to  Monfieur  de 
Witt :  I  told  him  who  I  was,  but  that,  having  pafTed 
unknown  through  the  country  to  all  but  himfelf,  I 
flefired  I  might  dofoflill.  I  told  him,  my  only  bu* 
finefs  was,  to  fee  the  things  moft  confiderable  in  the 
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country,  and  I  thought  I  fliould  lofe  my  credit,  if  I 
left  it  without  feeing  him.  He  took  my  compliment 
very  well,  and  returned  it,  by  faying,  he  had  receiv- 
ed a  charader  of  me  to  my  advantage,  both  from 
Munfter  and  Bruflels,  and  was  very  glad  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  me  at  a  time  when  both  our  nations 
were  grown  friends ;  and  Had  equal  reafon  to  look 
about  us,  upon  what  had  lately  happened  in  Flanders; 
he  fccmed  much  to  regret  the  late  unhappy  quarrel  be- 
tween us,  which  had  made  way  for  this  new  war  among 
our  neighbours.  He  laid  the  fault  of  ours  wholly 
upon  Sir  George  Downing,  who  having  been  Envoy 
from  Cromwell  at  a  time  when  the  States  were  forced 
to  obferve  good  meafures  with  him  ;  Sir  George  had 
made  ufe  of  that  difpofition,  to  get  a  great  deal  of 
money  from  the  Eaft-India  company,  who  were  wil- 
ling to  bribe  his  good  offices,  in  fome  difputes  that 
remained  between  the  two  companies  :  that,  having 
been  continued  in  the  fame  employment  by  the  King, 
he  thought  to  drive  the  fame  trade ;  but,  finding  the 
company  more  ftanch,  he  had  taken  upon  him  to 

{)urfue  a  difpute  about  the  old  pretenfions,  upon  the 
ofs  of  the  Bonadventure,  as  an  affair  of  State  between 
the  nations,  whereas  it  was  left  by  our  treaties  to  be 
purfued  only  as  a  procefs  between  the  parties.  That, 
in  their  treaty  with  Cromwell,  all  pretenfions  on  both 
fides  were  cut  off,  but  with  this  claufe  :  Liceaf  autem 
(to  fuch  as  were  concerned  in  that  affair  of  the  Bon- 
adventure) litem  incept  am  profequi.  That,  this  treaty 
having  been  made  the  model  of  that  concluded  with 
his  Majefty  foon  after  his  reftoration,  that  claufe  con- 
tinued ftill  in  the  new  treaty  ;  and  ^he  procefs  which 
had  been  begun  long  before  Cromwell's  treaty,  be- 
fore the  Magiftrates  of  Amfterdam,  had  ftill  gone  on 
^fter  their  treaty  with  the  King,  according  to  the  true 
intention  of  that  claufe.  That  Mr.  Cary,  who  was 
pmployfd  to  purfue  it  in  the  iiame  of  Courtin's  exe- 
cutors, 
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cutors,  had  brought  it  very  near  a  coinpofition>  de- 
manding forty  thoufand  pounds  for  all  pretenGons, 
and  the  Dutch  offering  thirty.  That  he  (Monficur 
de  Witt)  to  end  this  affair,  had  appointed  a  meeting 
with  Mr.  Cary,  who  had  fmce  confefTed  to  his  friends, 
that  he  was  refolved  to  end  it  at  that  meeting,  and 
rather  to  take  the  Dutch  offer,  than  let  the  fuit  run 
on ;  but  that  very  morning  Sir  George  Downing  fent 
for  him,  told  him  it  was  a  matter  of  State  between 
the  two  nations,  and  not  only  a  concern  of  private 
men  •,  and  therefore  abfolutely  forbid  him  to  go  on 
with  any  treaty  about  it,  otherwife  than  by  his  com- 
munication and  confent :  that  he  would  put  in  a  me- 
morial to  the  States  upon  it,  and  inftead  of  forty 
thoufand  pounds,  which  he  demanded,  would  under- 
take to  get  him  fouifcore,  and  that  he  was  fure  the 
Dutch  would  give  a  great  deal  more,  rather  than  ven- 
ture a  quarrel  with  his  Majefty. 

.This  courfe  he  purfued,  made  extravagant  demands, 
and  with  great  inlblence ;  made  the  fame  reprefenta- 
rions  to  ojur  Court,  and  poJOTelTed  fome  of  the  Mini- 
fters  that  he  would  get  great  fums  of  money,  both 
for  his  Majefly  and  them,  if  they  would  fufter  him 
to  treat  this  affair  after  his  own  manner ;  for  he  wa$ 
fure  the  Dutch  would  go  very  far  in  that  kind,  if  they 
faw  there  was  no  othpr  w^y  to  avoid  a  war  with  Eng- 
land. 

That  Monfieur  de  Witt  for  his  part  thought  they 
were  a  free  State  no  longer,  if  they  fhould  yield  a 
point  that  they  not  only  knew  we  had  no  ground  for, 
but  were  fure  wc  knew  it  as  well  as  they  ;  and  that 
whatever  the  States  fhould  give  uppn  this  occafion, 
might  be  demanded  at  any  time  by  our  Court  upon 
any  other,  fince  none  could  have  lefs  pretence. 

This  was  all  the  account  he  thought  fit  at  lead  to 
give  me  of  this  war  ;  but  other  politic  rcafoners 
among  the  Dutch  pretended  to  give  feveral  others. 
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Some  faid,  the  Duke's  military  genius  made  him  de- 
firous  to  enter  upon  fome  adlion  abroad,  and  be  ac 
the  head  of  a  great  fleet  againft  a  State  he  never  had 
been  a  friend  to  :  that  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  had 
long  had  a  pique  to  their  country^  upon  fome  ufagc 
he  refented  during  his  being  an  officer  there  :  that  he 
had  a  very  mean  opinion  of  their  fleets,  as  well  as 
their  other  forces,  fmce  the  fucceflfcs  of  the  Englifh 
in  the  firft  war  during  the  Ufurper*s  time :  that  fome 
of  the  Minifters  were  poflefTed  with  an  opinion  of 
getting  money,  by  only  threatening  a  war,  without 
intention  of  feeing  it  brought  to  etfed ;  and  had  let 
it  run  on  fofar,  till  it  was  too  late  to  go  back.  Some 
others  attributed  Sir^Thomas  CIifix)rd's  violence  in 
the  houfe  of  Commons,  and  practices  with  our  Eaft- 
India  company,  to  a  deeper  defign  •,  and  would  have 
the  matter  of  religion  concerned  in  the  quarrel,  as 
their  pamphlets  ftill  endeavoured  during  the  war : 
and  thefe  will  not  believe,  that,  when  all  Chriilen- 
dom  was  at  peace,  fwch  a  war  could  be  begun  mere- 
ly upon  a  chicane,  about  the  lofs  of  a  fhip  or  two  fo 
.many  years  fince.  There  are  others  that  lay  the  war 
upon  the  conduft  of  France,  by  which,  they  fay,  we 
were  engaged  in  it :  that  the  prefent  King  was  refol- 
vcd  to  jpurfue  the  old  fcheme  laid  by  Cardinal  Rich- 
lieu,  of  extending  the  bounds  of  France  to  the  Rhine, 
for  which  ends  the  conqueft  of  Lorrain  and  Flanders 
was  to  be  firft  atchieved.  That  thepurchafe  of  Dun- 
kirk from  us  was  fo  violently  purfucd  for  this  end, 
without  which  they  could  not  well  begin  a  war  upon 
Flanders.  That  after  this  they  had  endeavoured  to 
engage  the  prefent  Miniftry  in  Holland,  to  renew  the 
meafures  once  taken  in  Cardinal  Richlieu's  time,  for 
dividing  Flanders  between  FVance  and  Holland  :  but, 
not  fucceeding  in  it,  they  had  turned  all  their  in- 
trigues to  engage  us  in  a  war,  which  might  make 
room  for  their  invafion  of  Flanders,  whilft  the  two 
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neighbours,  moft  concerned  in  its  defence,  fhould  be 
deep  in  a  quarrel  between  themfelves  :  that  they 
made  both  parties  believe  they  would  aflift  them  if 
there  were  occafion,  and  would  certainly  have  done 
it :  that  as  they  took  part  with  Holland  upon  our 
firft  fuccefles  at  fea,  and  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter's  trea- 
ty ;  fo,  if  the  fuccefles  had  been  great  on  the  Dutch 
fide,  they  would  have  aflifted  us  in  order  to  prolong 
the  war. 

Thefc  arc  difcourfes  current  in  Holland  upon  this 
fubjed  ;    and  I  had  rather  give  you  thofc  of  others 
upon  it,  than  any  of  my  own.  The  Duke  of  Ormond 
will  be  able  to  judge  whether  any  of  thefe  Dutch  rca- 
fonings  are  true,   or  which  are  moft  probable.    For 
my  part  I  can  only  fay,  that,  however  the  war  began^ 
I  am  very  glad  it  is  ended  ;  but  forry  it  has  made 
way  for  another,  which,  if  it  lafts  any  time,  is  like  to 
involve  us,  and  perhaps  all  the  reft  of  the  neighbours^ 
cither  in  a  new  war,  or  in  new  dangers.     For  if  the 
French  (hall  carry  Flanders,  as  they  very  well  may 
in  another  campaign,  by  the  weaknefs  and  dilbrders 
in  the  government  here  ;  the  Dutch  are  fenfible  that 
they  muft  fall  to  be  a  maritime  province  of  France^ 
upon  the  bcft  terms  they  can.  The  Empire  will  cx- 
peft  to  fee  them  foon  at  the  Rhine,  and  thereby  ma- 
tters of  four  Eleftors  ;  and  what  a  condition  England 
will  be  left  in  by  fuch  an  acceflion  of  maritime  forces^  as 
well  as  provinces,  to  fuch  a  power  as  France  is  already^ 
is  but  too  eafy  and  too  melancholy  a  refleftion.  The 
Dutch  are  much  exafperated  at  this  invafion  of  Flan- 
ders, both  as  dangerous  and  as  fcornful  to  them  in 
particular ;    for  they  fay  that  France,  till  the  very 
time  of  their  march,   gave  conftant  aflurances  to  the 
States,  both  by  the  French  Ambaflador  here,  and 
by  their  AmbaflTador  at  Paris,    that  they  would  not 
invade  Flanders  without  firft  taking  their  meafures 
upon  it  with  the  States  themfelves.    I  find  our  Court 
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ace  as  much  provoked  on  the  other  fide,  not  only  up-^ 
on  this  new  danger,  but  alfo  upon  the  French  having 
declared  war  againft  us  in  favour  of  Holland,  with- 
out the  leaft  pretence  of  injury,  or  other  occafion  % 
fo  that,  if  we  both  underftood  or  trufted  one  another, 
it  is  likely  we  Ihould  be  both  of  a  mind  in  this  mat- 
ter j  but,  after  fuch  a  (harp  war  as  hath  been  for  two 
years  between  us,  and  fuch  a  fnarling  peace  as  that  at 
Breda,  I  do  not  well  fee  how  this  can  happen  before  it 
be  too  late,  and  fo  muft  leave  thefe  contemplations 
to  fuch  as  are  in  the  miniftry,  both  in  England  and 
Holland,  as  well  as  Spain  and  the  Empire,  to  take 
fuch  meafures  as  are  wife  and  neceflary  in  fuch  a  con- 
junfture  ;  which  is  perhaps  the  moft  important  that 
has  been  a  great  while  in  Chriflendom,  and  mav 
have  confequences  that  none  alive  will  fee  the  end  of. 
It  is  time  I  am  fure  that  you  fhould  fee  an  end  of 
this  long  letter,  and  come  to  the  affurances  of  my 
bdng  ever.  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

To  Sir  George  Savile. 

SIR,  Bruffels,  Dec.  9,  N.  S.  1 667. 

T^Ecaufe  my  wife  aflures  me  I  am  not  wholly  loft 
J3  iu  your  favour  and  memory,  I  will  not  run  any 
imher  venture  of  forfeiting  my  title  for  want  of  lay- 
ing claim  to  it,  but  make  ufe  of  the  fmalleft  occa^ 
fion  rather  than  none  in  a  matter  wherein  I  am  fa 
much  and  fo  julUy  concerned. 

This  place  never  was  in  a  worfe  pofture  to  furnifh 
either  a  war  or  a  Gazette  than  at  this  time,  for  the 
troops  are  all  mouldering  in  their  winter  quarters ; 
and,  as  the  greateft  calms  ordinarily  fucceed  the 
greateft  ftorms,  fo,  fince  the  heat  of  news  and  occur- 
rences here  during  the  late  campaign,  I  have  hardly 
known  a  place  where  lefs  of  both  were  ftirring;  action 
and  invention  feeming  to  have  ended  together.  There 
2  is 
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is  indeed  a  new  difference  between  the  two  Crownfi 
arifen  this  winter  ;  which  is,  that  France  talks  of 
peace,  but  prepares  for  war  ;  and  Spain  talks  of  war, 
but  prepares  hitherto  as  if  they  were  fure  of  peace  : 
they  fay  at  prefent  they  are  off  that  with  Portugal, 
which  is  the  only  thing  yet  in  fight  that  can  make  the 
other  neceflary  to  them. 

Becaufe  my  wife  tells  me  you  were  content  with  the 
laft  papers  I  fent  of  the  Roman  news,  I  take  occadon 
to  continue  it  by  the  inclofed,  though  there  be  feldom 
any  thing  in  it  worth  confidering  at  this  diftance,  un- 
lefs  it  be  the  ftyle,  and  the  quiet  of  that  fcene,  which, 
like  the  upper  region,  has  no  fhare  in  the  ftorms  of 
that  below.  And  befides,  as  men  have  more  curiofity 
to  enquire  how  a  great  man  fleeps,  than  what  a  mean 
man  does  all  day  long ;  fo  the  very  reft  and  idlenefs  of 
that  Roman  Court  feems,  among  the  difcourfers,  more 
worth  knowing,  than  the  bufy  motions  of  many  fmall 
ones  in  this  northern  continent,  who  yet  at  this  time 
pretend  to  be  confidered,   and  to  make  a  noife. 

This  is  all  I  can  fay  to  excufe  my  inclofure  of  fuch 
papers,  unlefs  it  be  that,  to  tell  a  plain  truth,  I  was 
very  glad  of  the  occafion  to  affure  you  that  I  am  ever, 
with  very  much  paffion,  as  well  as  with  much  reafon. 
Sir,  your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant. 

The  triple  alliance  was  made  in  January  1668. 

To  Sir  John  Temple, 

SIR,  London,  Jan.  2,  N.  S.  1668. 

YOU  will  wonder  to  fee  a  letter  from  this  place, 
my  laft  having  been  from  Bruflcls,  without  any 
thoughts  of  fuch  a  journey :  and,  becaufe  my  ftay  here 
is  like  to  be  very  ftiort,  and  my  time  extremely  filled, 
I  take  the  firft  hour  I  can  find,  to  give  you  fome  ac- 
count of  this  adventure. 

Soon 
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Soon  after  my  laft  an  exprefs  came  to  me  from  his 
Majefty,  commanding  me  to  come  immediately  into 
England  with  all  the  fpeed  I  could  poflibly  make, 
but  to  take  the  Hague  in  my  way,  and  there,  upon  the 
credit  of  a  vifit  I  made  Monfieur  de  Witt  laft  Sep-t 
tember,  and  which  pafled  very  well  between  us,  to 
make  him  another,  and  let  him  know  his  Majefty  had 
commanded  me  to  do  fo  on  purpofe,  to  inform  my- 
felf  of  the  opinions  he  had  concerning  the  French 
late  invafion  in  Flanders,  their  great  fuccefs  there, 
and  the  appearances  of  fo  much  greater  this  enfuing 
fpring  i  the  thoughts  he  had  of  what  was  the  true  in- 
tcrcft  of  his  Majefty,  the  States,    and  the  reft  of 
Chnftendom  upon  this  occafion  :    that  his  Majefty, 
by  knowing  his  mind,  ftiould  believe  he  knew  a  great 
deal  of  that  of  the  States,  and  thought  he  might  there- 
by be  enabled  to  take  fuch  meafures,  as  might  be 
neceflary  for  him  in  this  conjunfture. 

I  obeyed  this  fummons,  fpoke  with  Monfieur  de 
Witt,  entered  into  great  confidences  with  him,  made 
report  of  all  to  his  Majefty  at  my  arrival  here;  gave 
Monfieur  de  Witt  the  charafter  I  think  he  deferves, 
of  a  very  able  and  faithful  Minifter  to  his  State,  and, 
I  thought,  a  fincere  dealer,  very  difi^erent  from  what 
Sir  George  Downing  had  given  of  him  at  Court, 
who  would  have  him  pafs  tor  fuch  another  as  him- 
fclf,  but  only  a  craftier  man  in  the  trade  than  he. 

Upon  all  this,  his  Majefty  came  laft  night  to  a  re- 
folurionof  the  greateft  importance  which  has  yet  paf- 
fcd,  I  think,  here  in  any  foreign  affair,  and  begun  the 
new  year,  I  hope,  with  a  good  prefage,  and  in  which 
the  new  Nliniftry,  particularly  my  Lord  Keeper  and 
my  Lord  Arlington,  have  had  a  very  great  part : 
mine  will  be  to  return  immediately  upon  it  into  Hol- 
land, where,  if  it  plcafe  God  I  arrive  and  fucceed,  I 
cxpe&  a  great  deal  of  fatisfaftion  by  my  errand,  and 
much  the  greater  by  knowing  that  you  will  have  a 
Vo:..  I  X  great 
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great  deal  in  U  too,  as  in  an  affair  I  remember  to  be 
fo  agreeable  with  what  have  been  always  your  g^u 
njons. 

The  feafbn  of  the  year  is  bad,  and  the  weather  iU» 
and  yet  my  fifter  has  been  fo  kind  as  to  come  with 
me  hither  from  BFuflels,.  and  to  refolve  to  return  with 
meat  this  (hort warning  to  the  Ha^ue^  which  will  be 
a  great  eafe  to  me  as  well  as  fatistadion ;  andt  by 
freeing  me  from  all  domeftic  cares,,  leave  me  the 
more  liberty  for  thofe  of  my  bufinefs,.  which^  I  fore- 
fee,  will  be  enough  to  take  up  a  better  head  than 
mine.  My  wife  and  children  continue  here  till  I  fee 
where  my  wandering  planet  is  like  to  fix ;  but  my 
brother  Harry  refolves  to  be  (rf*  the  party,  and  take 
this  occafion  of  feeing  Holland,  and  what  is  like  Q> 
pafs  in  the  world  upon  this  great  conjuncture.  I  anv 
called  away,  and  have  time  only  to  add  the  conftanc 
profelTions  of  that  duty,^  wherewith  I  am,,  and  (hall 
be  ever.  Sir,  your,  &Ct 

71?  wy  Lord  ArKngtott^ 

My  Lord,  •  Hague,  Jan.  24,  N^S.  i668V 

UPON  laft  Friday  at  night  1  gave  your  Lordlhip 
the  account  of  what  advance  I  had  then  made 
i)i  my  negotiation,  and  of  the  point  where  itwasthea 
arrefted,  with  defires  of  his  Majefty's  pleafure;  where- 
upon, having  fpent  that  whole  day  in  debates,  I  had 
Jittle  time  left  for  that  letter,  but  intended  to  makd 
fome  amciKis  for  the  hafte  of  it,  within  two  days,  by 
a  difpatch  with  the  yacht,  and,  though  delayed  a  lit- 
tle longer,  will  not,  I  hope,  be  more  unwelcome  by 
bringing  your  Lordlhip  a  fuller  and  final  account, 
tvhich  may  be  allowed  to  furprife  you  a  little  there>. 
lince  it  is  looked  upon  as  a  miracle  here,  not  only 
by  thofe  that  heard  it)  bui  evca  by  the  CommifTior 
2  aei^ 
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ners  thernfelves,  who  have  had  the  whole  tranfaftion 
of  it)  which  I  ihall  now  acquaint  your  Lordlhip 
with. 

Upon  my  two  firft  conferences  with  Monfieur  dc 
Witt,  which  were  the  Tuefday  and  Wednel'day,  I 
found  him  much  fatisfied  with  his  Majefty's  reloiu- 
tion  concerning  our  neighbours ;  but  of  the  opinion, 
that  the  condition  of  forcing  Spain  was  neceffary  to 
our  common  end,  and  to  clear  the  means  towards  ic 
from  all  accidents  that  may  arife.  For  the  defcnfivc 
league,  he  was  of  his  former  opinion,  that  it  fhould 
be  negotiated  between  us  ;  but  upon  the  projedl  of- 
fered his  Majefly  at  Schevelin,  by  which  all  matter  of 
commerce  might  be  fo  adjufled,  as  to  leave  no  feeds 
of  any  new  quarrels  between  the  nations. 

After  two  very  long  conferences  upon  thefe  points, 
we  ended  with  fomt  difference  upon  the  neceffity  of 
concluding  both  parts  of  my  projefts  at  the  fame 
time  ;  but,  for  the  reft,  with  great  confidence  and  fa- 
tisfadlion  in  one  another's  lincere  and  frank  way  of 
treating,  fince  the  firft  overtures  between  us. 

The  firft  time  I  faw  him,  he  told  me  I  came  upon 
%  day  he  (hould  always  efteem  very  happy,  both  in 
xefpcct  of  his  Majefty's  rclblutions  whicii  I  brought, 
and  of  thofe  which  the  States  had  taken  about  the 
difpofal  of  the  chief  commands  in  their  army,  by 
making  Prince  Maurice  and  Monfieur  Wurtz  Camp- 
mafters-general,  and  the  Prince  of  Tarante  and 
Rhingrave  Generals  of  the  horfe,  each  to  command 
in  abience  of  the  other.  He  told  me  all  the  detail  of 
that  difpofition,  but  the  reft  I  remember  not  well.  I 
laid  hold  on  this  occafion  (as  indeed  I  thought  was 
neceffary)  to  fay  that  his  Majefty  gave  me  order  con- 
cerning the  Prince  of  Orange  ;  which  he  took  very 
ivell,  and  faid,  was  very  obliging  to  the  States ;  that, 
for  his  own  part,  he  never  failed  to  fee  the  Prince 
OIV^  or  twice  a  week,   and  grew  \o  have  a  particular 

-X  2  aftf cticn 
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aiicftion  for  him,  and  would  tell  me  plainly,  thatT 
the  States  dcligned  the  Captain-generallfhip  of  all  thcr 
forces  for  him  fo  foon  as  by  his  age  he  grew  capable 
of  it. 

The  next  day  was  my  audience,  which  paffed  with 
all  the  r^fpcd  that  could  be  given  his  Majefty's  cha-^ 
radler  •,  and  the  next  morning  began  my  conference 
with  -the  eight  Commifiioners  of  fccret  affairs  :  I  ex- 
pofed  my  powers,  and  faw  theirs,  in  purfuit  whereoF 
I  offered  them  the  projed:  of  the  defenfive  league,  as 
that  which  v/as  to  be  the  foundation  of  all  farther 
negotiations,  and  without  which  perhaps  neither  of 
us  Ihould  be  very  forward  to  fpeak  our  minds  with 
confidence  and  freedom,  in  what  concerned  our 
neighbours,  being  likely  therein  to  fhock  fo  great 
powers  abroad  :  I  told  them,  for  the  reft,  his  Ma- 
jcfty  having  refolved,  as  far  as  he  could  in  honour, 
to  comply  with  the  fenfe  of  the  States,  in  the  offices 
of  mediatioH  between  the  two  Crowns ;  I  was  firft  to 
Qxpeft  from  them  the  knowledge  of  the  States  refo- 
lution,  in  cafe  they  were  already  agfeed. 

I  took  this  courfe  in  my  firft  propofals,  becaufe  I 
found  here,  that  the  Provinces  v/ere  not  yet  refolved 
upon  theirs,  five  of  them  only  having  fallen  upon 
that  of  Monfieur  de  Witt;  but  Zealand  being  of 
opinion  to  agree  with  France  for  dividing  Flanders  v 
and  Utcccht,  for  fuffering  France  only  to  retain  the 
laft  year's  conqueft,  by  way  of  compromise  till  thciir 
pretenficns  were  adjudged  before  competent  arbiters 
to  be  agreed  by  the  two  Crowns,  or  by  the  joint  me- 
diators :  and  I  was  in  hopes,  that,  knowing  his  Ma- 
jefty's refolutions  to  join  with  them,  before  they  were 
agreed  among  themfelves,  it  might  produce  foma 
counfels  among  them  a  little  more  favourable  to 
FlandtTS,  and  conlcquently  more  honourable,  to  his 
M.^ic•lly. 

After 
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After  my  propofals,  Monfieurde  Witt  was,  by  the 
rrcft  of  the  Commiffioners,  defircd  to  j'peak  for  them 
^11  in  the  conduft  of  our  conferences  -,  who,  after  a 
preamble  of  the  ufual  forms,  and  compliments  upon 
liis  Majefty's  happy  difpofitions  to  enter  into  a  nearer 
alliance  with  the  States  upon  the  mentioned  points, 
declared  the  fame  refolution  in  the  States,  and,  al- 
lowing our  confidence  by  a  defenfive  league  for  the 
bafis  of  the  reft,  laid,  the  States  were  very  willing  de 
Jaire  itifujjsr  Its  claufes  four  lafeurete  ccmmune  dans  les 
articles  de  la , mediation  •,  and  was  large  upon  this  ar- 
gument, that,  the  laft  being  of  very  preffing  hafte  as 
well  as  neceflity,  and  .they  having  already  order  from 
their  Provinces  to  proceed  upon  ir,  t'ney  could  not 
have  the  fame  powers  upon  the  defenfive,  being  a  new 
matter,  under  fix  weeks  or  two  months  time,  but,  as 
foon  as  they  received  them,  would  proceed  to  give 
their  AmbafTador  in  England  powers  to  £all  upon 
that  treaty,  which  mull,  for  a  bafis,  have  at  the  fame 
time  an  adjuftmcntof  matteis  of  commerce,  for  his 
forementioncd  rcafons. 

I  thought  fit  to  cut  this  matter  (hort,  and  told 
them  diredly,  I  had  no  orders  to  proceed  upon  any 
other  points,  but  in  confequence  or  conjunftion  of 
the  defenfive  league  ;  in  which  I  thought  his  Majefly 
had  all  .the  reafons  that  could  be,  both  becaufe  he 
'wouki  not  venture  a  war's  ending  in  Flanders  to  be- 
gin upon  England ;  and  on  the  other  fide  knew  the 
States,  whofe  danger  was  nearer,  would  never  be  ca- 
pable of  taking  any  vigorous,  relbl-utions  in  their  neigh- 
bours affairs,  till  they -wereiiecure  at  home  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's defence. 

That  his  Majefty  thought  the  moft  generous  and 

friendly  advance,   that  could  be,  was  made  on  his 

fide,  by  his  prcpofition,  being  himfelf  fo  much  more 

out  of  danger  than  they  were,  and  fo  much  courted 

•to  a  conjunction  with  France  to  their  prejudice,  as 

X  3  well 
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'  ivell  as  that  of  Flanders ;  that  they  had  not  made  a  dif- 
ficulty of  fuch  alliances  with  Princes,  who  had  lately 
des  melees  with  them  as  well  as  his  Majefty ;  and  that* 
God  be  thanked,  his  Majefty  was  not  in  condition  vcb 
have  fuch  an  oSbr  rcfuled  by  any  Prince  or  State  q£ 
Chriftendom. 

Thefe  were  the  fum  of  our  difcourfes,  though  verjr 
long,  and  fuch  as  occafioned  the  Commiflioners  to 
withdraw  thrice  and  confolt  together;  though  nothing 
was  refolved,  but  that  Monfieur  de  Witt  and  Mod* 
fieur  Ifbrant  fbould  fpend  the  afternoon  with  me  at 
my  lodging,  to  endeavour  the  adjufting  of  circtim- 
fiances  between  us,  fince  we  ieemed  to  agree  in  fub* 
ftance. 

That  conference  ended,  as  I  gave  your  Lordfhip 
notice  that  evening,  upon  the  point,  thr^t,  inftead  of 
the  projedof  Schevelin,  or  any  new  adjuftment  con- 
cerning marine  affairs,  the  States  would  proceed  up- 
on his  Majefty's  projeft  of  a  defenfive  league,  provi- 
ded the  provifional  articles  in  the  Breda  treaty 
might  be  inferred  and  perpetuated  in  this,  and  there- 
upon we  fliould  expeft  his  Majefty's  anfwer  to  what  I 
(hould  write  that  night. 

The  next  being  Saturday  morning,  I  defired  ano- 
ther conference  with  my  two  Commiflioners,  but 
could  not  have  it  till  the  afternoon,  they  being  to  re- 
port that  morning  to  the  States  what  had  palled  the 
evening  before.  At  our  meeting  after  noon,  they  told 
me  their  communication  of  all  to  the  States,  and  their 
Lordfhips  refolution  upon  them,  that  it  was  neccfia* 
ry  the  arricles  provifional  fhould  be  inferred  in  the 
treaty ;  fo  as  I  began  to  doubt  a  ftop  of  all  till  his 
Majefty's  anfwer,  which  fubjeded  all  to  uncertain- 
ties :  I  knew  the  French  /  baiTador  was  grown  inco^ 
very  ill  humour  upc  n  rrival,  and  fallen  into 
complaints  and  cxp  n^  with  feveral  of. 

States ;  and  the  i 
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fiair  de  Witt  from  my  coming  over  till  that  time, 
though  he  had  often  prefTed  it,  and  had  an  hour  given 
iiim  the  next  day  ;  Monfieur  de  Witt  having  pro- 
miied  to  fee  him*  as  he  went  to  church  after  noon. 
Upon  this  I  knew  likewife  he  had  difpatched  a  cou- 
rier to  Paris,  which  I  thought  would  make  no  delay, 
and  therefore  reiblved  to  fall  upon  all  the  inftances 
and  expedients  I  could,  to  draw  up  a  fuddenconclu- 
Jion,  I  told  them  I  defired  it  extremely,  before  I 
jconld  hear  again  out  of  England,  bccaufe  I  had  left 
Monfieur  Ruvigny  very  bufy  at  my  coming  away, 
and  not  unbefriended  -,  that  I  feared  the  fame  arti- 
fices of  Prance  to  difturb  us  here,  and  perhaps  Mon- 
fieur d'Eftrades  might,  at  his  next  meeting,  endea- 
vour to  infufe  fome  jealoufies  into  them,  by  the  re- 
iation  of  what  had  pafled  between  your  Lordfhip  and 
Monfieur  Ruvigny  three  or  four  days  after  the  date 
of  my  firft  inftruftions ;  upon  which  I  told  them 
^nkly  (as  Jiis  Majefty  gave  me  leave)  what  had  paf- 
icd  in  that  affair.  Monfieur  de  Witt  afked  me  whe- 
ther I  could  (hew  him  the  paper  drawn  up  between 
you  ;  and,  knowing  I  had  it  not,  defired  earntftly  I 
would  procure  it  him,  aflfuring  me  no  ufe  fhouid  be 
inade  of  it,  but  by  joint  confent :  but  laying,  nothLag 
would  fervc  lb  far  to  juftify  them,  in  cal'e  of  a  breach 
growing  neccffary  between  them  and  France,  I  pro- 
/niled  to  write  to  your  Lordfhip  about  ic,  which  I 
defire  you  will  pleafe  to  take  notice  of. 

I  told  Monfieur  de  Witr,  what  confidence  I  had 

Ohis  Majefty  of  his  fincere  proceedings,  and  how 
been  fupported  by  your  Lordflirp  in  thofe  Aigge- 
I  llioas,  agajaft  the  apinion  of  fome  other  gr^r  mm : 
whac  idiramage  thefc  woald  take  if  thty  iiv  oar 
whole  ficgocmioo  wa^  ftopped  upon  a  thing  tha:  k>ok- 
1  like  m  iMimurk^  Cncc  articles  proviijooal  till  arw 
efie£b  as  flrong  as  pcrpctua!, 
ttfcif  be  chang^  by  new  agrcerxaccts  : 
X  4  UiX 
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that  this  would  be  efteetned  an  artifice  of  t^s,  eipeci* 
ally  fmce  he  had  declared,  upon  my  afking  him,  that 
it  was  his  own  opinion  (and  that  he  would  tell  the 
States  fo  if  they  demanded  it)  not  to  conclude  with- 
out inferrion  of  thofe  articles,  which  yet  he  could  not 
deny  to  be  of  prefent  force  :  for  that  they  allowed  \ 
but  feemed  to  doubt,  that,  referring  in  the  treaty  ot* 
Breda  to  a  new  treaty,  they  would  be  invalidated,  if 
a  new  treaty  fhould  pafs  without  their  confirmation. 

I  found  Monfieur  Ifbrant  was  content  with  my 
reafons,  and  faid  he  would  undertake  his  Province 
fhould  be  fo  -,  but  Monfieur  de  Witt  faid,  Holland 
and  Zealand  would  not.  I  told  them  at  laft,  that  I 
was  fure  the  States  would  not  think  fit  to  lofe  the  ef- 
fect of  the  league  propofed  upon  fuch  a  point  as  this, 
and  that  they  intended  only  to  have  the  advantage  of 
feeing  his  Majefty's  rcfolution,  in  anfwer  to  my  let- 
ter, before  they  concluded,  with  refolutions  however, 
that  this  fhould  not  hinder  at  laft :  that  I  forefaw 
many  things  might  arife  in  ten  days  time,  to  break 
all  our  good  intentions,  and  fome  more  than  I  had 
told  them,  or  could  at  prefent  j  that,  if  they  knew 
me,  and  how  far  I  was  to  be  trufted  where  I  gave  my 
word,  I  would  propofe  an  expedient  to  them  ;  but, 
being  fo  new  among  them,  I  thought  it  was  to  no 
purpofe  :  there  I  paufed.  They  defired  me  I  would 
propofe  however,  and  lb  I  did  ;  which  was.  That  we 
jhould  proceed  to  draw  up  the  whole  projed:,  and 
fign  as  foon  as  was  poflible ;  and  that,  in  cafe  I  after- 
wards received  his  Majefly's  leave,  in  anfwer  of  my 
Friday's  letter,  to  infert  thofe  provifional  articles,  I 
would  freely  declare  it  to  them,  and  infert  them  in  a 
feparate  article,  to  be  a  part  of  the  defenfive  league. 
They  both  looked  a  while  one  upon  another,  and, 
after  a  paufe,  Monfieur  de  Witt  gave  me  his  hand, 
and,  after  a  compliment  upon  the  confidence  he  had 
taken  in  my  face,  and  in  the  rcfl  of  my  dealing  Cnce 

our 
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our  firft  conunerce,  cold  me,  that,  if  I  would  protnife 
them  what  I  had  (aid  en  bemms  de  hten^  they  would 
aik  no  farther  afibrance  of  me;  and  provided  the 
treaty  of  Breda  might  be  confirmed  in  the  preamble 
of  this,  to  take  away  all  fcruples  of  thofe  articles  be* 
ing  of  lefs  force  than  they  were  before  •,  for  hispart, 
though  he  could  promife  nothing  what  the  States 
would  refolve,  yet  he  would  promife,  that  he  and 
Alonlieur  Ifbrant  would  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours 
to  induce  them  to  proceed  upon  my  propofition. 
And  fo  we  fell  immediately  to  digcfl:  our  projedt  of 
the  whole  treaty  :  for  I  made  no  difiiculty  of  the  con- 
firmation propofed,  knowing  chat  new  treaties  ufe  to 
begin  by  confirmation  of  the  old. 

I  am  the  larger  in  this  relation,  that  hisMajefty 
may  know  upon  what  reafons  I  engaged  my  word  to 
them  in  this  point,  and  thereupon  may  give  me  leave, 
without  more  circumftances,  to  be  true  to  it,  in  cafe 
his  Majefty*s  pleafure  in  the  point  be  difpatched  away 
to  me,  upon  the  receipt  of  my  former  letter. 

After  thi^  difficulty  well  evaded,  we  found  none 
but  in  this  exprefllon  \In  cafe  our  perfuaftons  to  Spain 
fi)ould  not  prevail^  and  wejhculd  come  a  la  force  et  a  la 
conJirainte']y  which  I  moderated  at  firft  by  the  words 
[aux  moyem  plus  durs\  and  afterwards  aux moyensplus 
ifficaces]  5  for  we  drew  it  up  firft  in  French  :  the  other 
additions  or  enlargements,  I  dare  prcfume,  his  Mar 
jefty  will  not  be  difpleafed  with,  no  more  than  that 
article  about  Portugal,  though  I  had  no  inftrudlion  in 
it.  If  I  have  failed  in  enlarging  upon  very  (hort  ami 
hafty  inftruclions,  I  moft  humbly  beg  his  Majcfty's 
pardon,  becaufe  I  am  fure  I  kept  mylclf,  as  clofe  as 
was  poffible,  to  what  L  apprehended  to  be  his  Maje* 
fty's  fenfe  upon  the  whole  and  every  part. 

That  evening  being  Saturday,  or  rather  that  night 
and  Sunday  morning,  we  agreed  upon  the  projedt  in 
French,  and  gave  order  for  the  tranflating  of  it  into 

Latin, 
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Latin,  M^hich  was  done,  and  penifed  by  me»  and 
agreed  to  between  twelve  and  one  that  nisht,  and  en* 
groflcd  by  eleven  next  mornings  being  Monday,  and^ ' 
at  a  meeting  with  the  CommtfTioners,  jointly  was  (ign- 
ed  and  fealed,  and  mutually  delivered  between  two 
and  three  that  afternoon  *,  after  that,  time  fpent  in 
comparing  the  inftruments,  and  adjufting  the  fums, 
computed  as  the  value  of  the  feveral  aids. 

After  fealing^  we  all  embraced  with  much  kind- 
xiefs  and  applaufe  of  my  faying  upon  that  occafion,  A 
Breda  comme  amisy  icy  comme  freres :  and  Monficur  dc 
Witt  made  me  a  moil  obliging  compliment,  of  having 
the  honour,  which  never  any  other  Minifter  had  before 
me,  of  drawing  the  States  to  arefolution  andconclu- 
fion  in  five  days,  upon  a  matter  of  the  greateft  impor- 
tance, and  zfecours  of  the  greateft  expence  they  had 
ever  engaged  in  -,  and  all  direftly  againft  the  nature 
of  their  conftitutions,  which  enjoined  them  recourfe 
to  their  Provinces  upon  all  fuch  occafions,  and  ufed 
to  draw  out  all  common  deiiberarions  to  months  de- 
lays ;  and  added  upon  it,  that,  now  it  was  done,  it 
looked  like  a  miracle. 

I  muft  add  three  words  to  do  him  right  in  return  of 
his  compliment,  that  I  found  him  as  plain,  as  direft, 
and  fquare,  in  the  courfe  of  this  bufmels,  as  any  man 
could  be;  though  often  ftiffin  points  where  he  thought 
any  advantage  could  accrue  to  his  country :  and  have 
all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  be  fatisfied  with  him, 
and  for  his  induftry  no  man  had  ever  more.  I  am 
fure,  for  thefe  five  days  at  leaft,  neither  of  us  fpent 
any  idle  hours,  neither  day  nor  night. 

After  the  conclufion,  I  received  yefterday  tlic  vifits 
of  all  the  public  Minifters  in  town,  except  the  Am- 
bafladors,  between  whom,  and  Envoys  extraordinary, 
Ibme  difficulties  were  arifen  (they  fay,  here  firft  be- 
gun by  Sir  George  Downing)  which  have,  in  a  man- 
ner, fpoiled  all  comnKrce.     None  of  the  other  failed 

to 
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to  rc^ice  with  me  upon  the  conclufion  of  my  bufinefs^ 
and  to  expreis  their  adoring  his  Majeily's  refolutions^ 
-which,  in  this  conjun&ure,  they  fay«  have^vcn  new 
life  to  all  the  Courts  of  Chriftendom,  whole  counfels 
were  before  in  the  greateft  perplexities  and  diforder 
that  could  be.  They  fay  his  Majefty  will  have  the 
fole  honour  of  giving  either  peace  to  Chriflcndom^ 
or  a  balance  to  the  wars  ;  and  has  ibewn,  that  all 
muft  follow  what  he  gives  a  head  to.  Much  more  of 
this  kind  I  hear  from  all  hands,  and  have  no  reafon  to 
doubt  their  meaning  what  they  fay. 

Thus  far  I  have  given  your  Lordfhip  the  fmooth 
fide  only  of  this  conclufion,  and  now  you  mud  receive 
the  rough  :  for,  having  concerted  with  the  Commiflio- 
ners,  that  Monfieur  deWitt  and  I  (houldgive  part  of 
our  treaty  (all  but  the  feparate  articles)  to  the  French 
and  Spanifh  AmbafTadors  ;  the  firft  we  performed 
this  afternoon,  the  lad  we  intend  to-morrow  morning. 

The  French  Ambaflador  had  been  much  fur- 
prized  with  our  conclufion  :  for,  upon  our  nril  con- 
ference with  the  Commiflioners,  he  had  faid,  Tout 
cela  s^en  ira  enfumsey  et  que  le  roy  fon  maitre  s\n  mcc* 
fUiraii.  The  day  before  our  figning,  being  told  we 
advanced  very  faft,  he  replied  :  £/  ^/t;;,  d'icy  iiftx 
fimaines  nous  enparUrons^  relying  upon  the  forms  of 
the  State,  to  run  the  circle  of  their  towns. 

Upon  our  giving  him  part  of  the  v;hole  buHnefs, 
he  replied  coldly,  that  he  doubted  we  had  not  taken 
a  right  way  to  our  end  ;  that  the  fourth  article  of  the 
fecond  inftrument  was  not  in  terms  very  proper  to  be 
digefted  by  a  King  of  twenty-nine  years  old,  and  at 
the  head  of  eighty  thoufand  men :  that,  if  we  had  join- 
ed both  to  define  his  Mafter  to  prolong  the  offer  he 
had  made  of  a  ceiTation  of  arms  till  the  time  we  pro- 
pofed,  and,  withal,  not  to  move  his  arms  fiirther  in 
Flanders,  though  Spain  (hould  refule,  we  might  hope 
to  fucceed ;  but,  if  we  thought  to  prefcribe  him  laws, 

and 
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And  force  him  to  compliance,  by  leagues  between^* 
ourfclvcs,  or  with  Spain,  though  Sweden  and  the  Ger- 
man Princes  fhould  join  with  us,  he  knew  his  Mafter 
nefiecbercit  pcSy  and  that  it  would  come  to  a  war  of 
forty  years.  From  this  he  fell  a  littk  warmly  uponf 
the  proceedings  of  the  States,  faying,  they  knew  his 
Matter's  refolutions  upon  thofe  two  points,  neither  to 
prolong  the  ceflation  propofed  beyond  the  end  of 
March,  nor  to  defift  the  purfuitof  his  conquefts  with 
hrs  own  arms,  in  cafe  Spain  confented  not  to  his  de- 
mands v/ithin  that  term.  He  faid,  his  Majefty,  not 
being  their  ally,  might  treat  and  conclude  what  he 
pleafed,  without  their  offence-,  but  for  the  States,  who 
were  their  ncareft  ally,  to  conclude  fo  much  to  his 
Mailer's  difrefpe^at  leaft,  and  witl^out  commuiiicat- 
rng  with  him  the  Ambaflador  at  all  during  the  whole 
treaty,  he  mnft  leave  k  to  his  Mafter  to  interpret  as 
he  thought  fit.  Monfieur  de  Witt  defended  their 
caufe,and  our  common  intentions,  with  great  phlegm, 
but  great  fteddinefs,  and  told  me,  after  he  was  gone; 
that  this  was  the  leaft  we  could  expedb  at  firft  from  a 
Frenchman  •,  and  that  I  fhould  do  well,  however,  to 
give  his  Majefty  an  account  of  it  by  the  firft,  that  we 
putourfelves  early  in  pofture,  to  make  goodwhatwe 
have  faid  -,  and  that,  as  to  the  time  and  degree  of  our 
arming,  he  would  confult  with  the  States,  and  let  me 
know  their  thoughts  to  be  communicated  to  his  Ma- 
jefty upon  thisoccafion. 

I  was  in  hopes  to  difpatch  this  away  to-morrow 
morning,  but  I  fhall  be  hindered  till  night,  by  the  de- 
lay of  figning'a  feparate  article  with  the  Count  dc 
Dona,  whereby  place  is  refervcd  for  Sweden  to  enter 
as  principal  into  this  treaty  :  for  I  have  gone  along 
in  the  whole  bufinefs,  fince  my  coming  over,  with 
perfeft  confidence  and  concert  with  the  Count  de  Do- 
na, upon  his  afluring  me,  his  orders  were  to  conform 
himfclf  to  his  Majefty's  refolution  in  what  concerns 
the  two  Crowns,  though,  before  he  abfolutely  engages, 

he 
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ftc  expeds  from  the  Spaniards,  by  our  interceflion, 
ibme  fupplies  for  payment  of  his  troops,  and  fomc 
other  adjuftments  with  the  Emperor,  which  will  be 
treated  between  the  feveral  Minifters  at  London  un- 
der his  Majelty's  influence.  In  what  I  fhall  fign  upon 
this  occafion,   together  with  the  States,  I  confefs  to 
your  Lordfhip  to  go  beyond  my  inftruftions,  but  ap- 
prehending it  to  be  wholly  agreeable  to  his  Majefty's 
intentions,  and  extremely  advantageous  to  the  com- 
mon ends  and  affairs ;  I  venture  upon  this  excefs,  and 
humbly  beg  his  Majefty's  pardon  if  I  fail.  Your  Lord- 
ihip  will  be  troubled  with  fome  poftfcript  to-morrow, 
before  I  difpatch  an  exprels  with  the  copies  to  be  ra- 
tified by  his  Majefty  within  a  month,  though,  I  hope, 
alefs  time  will  be  taken,  tliofe  of  Holland  having 
undertaken  theirs  in  fifteen  days.     I  am,  &c. 

To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Jan.  26,  N.  S.  i66g. 

SINCE  the  clofc  of  my  long  difpatch,  I  have 
every  hour  expedbed  the  copies  to  be  tranfmitted 
for  his  Majefty's  ratification,  without  being  able  to 
procure  them.  I  cannot  but  imagine  fome  occafion 
of  the  delay  may  have  been  a  defire  in  them  here  to 
interpofe  fome  time  between  the  receipt  of  my  lall 
Friday's  letter  and  of  this  pacquet,  to  the  end  his  Ma- 
jcfty  may  in  the  mean  time  have  difpatched  his  orders 
to  me  about  the  proviiional  articles,  though  I  cannot 
think  they  fhould  be  of  fuch  moment  inlerted  or  omit- 
ted to  either  fide. 

I  now  difpatch  the  inclofed  copies  of  the  treaty,  in 
order  to  his  Majefty's  ratification,  which  it  is  gene^ 
rally  defired  may  be  returned  as  fudden  as  polTibly ; 
the  States  having  undertaken  to  have  theirs  ready  in 
fifteen  days  after  the  figning,  and  believing  it  necef- 
fary  to  proceed  jointly  and  early  to  the  mutual  coun- 
fcls  of  arming,  in  cafe  France  continues  the  difpofi- 
Cioiis  they  feem  to  be  in  at  prcfent  of  purfuing  the  war. 
2  My 


526         Letters  of  Sir  William  Tem^e^ 

My  brother,  who  will  deliver  thisdifpatch  tOfOQr 
Lordfliip,  is  able  to  add  what  particular  circumftan- 
CCS  I  may  have  omitted,  or  your  Lordfliip  (hall  think 
fit  to  enquire  from  this  place  ;  and  what  he  fails. 
Count  Dona  will  fupply,  who  is  a  perfon  well  worth 
your  Lordlhip's  particular  acquaintance  and  afliftance 
in  his  negotiations,  or  at  leaft  the  forms  and  en- 
trances ot  them,  being,  in  all  points,  our  friend. 

Yefterday  the  Spanifli  Ambaflador  received  the 
communication  of  our  treaties  from  Monfieur  de  Witt 
and  me,  with  feme  defcants  upon  the  hardfliip  of  it, 
but,  I  believe,  farisfaftion  at  heart.  I  have  this  day 
written  at  large,  and  with  all  the  inftance  imaginable, 
to  the  Marquis  de  Caftel  Rodrigo  to  induce  his  con- 
fent,  and,  immediately  upon  the  ratifications,  (hall 
away  and  purfue  that  point  at  Bruflcls. 

I  cannot  but  rejoice  in  particular  with  your  Lord- 
fliip upon  the  fuccefs  of  this  afiair,  having  obferved 
in  your  Lordfhip,  as  well  as  my  Lord  Keeper,  a  con- 
ftant  fteddy  bent,  in  fupporting  his  Majefty's  refolu- 
tion,  which  is  here  fo  generally  applauded  as  the  hap- 
picft  and  wifeft,  that  any  Prince  ever  took  for  himfelf 
or  his  neighbours  :  what  in  earne(l  I  hear  every  hour, 
and  from  all  hands  of  that  kind,  is  endlefs,  and  even 
extravagant.  God  of  heaven  fend  his  Majefty's  coun- 
fels  to  run  on  the  fame  courfe  ;  and  I  have  nothing 
left  to  wifli,  fince  I  know  your  Lord(hip  will  continue 
to  efteem  me  what  I  am  with  fo  great  paflion  and 
truth,  my  Lord,  your,  &cq. 

To  Sir  Orlando  Bridgman^  Lord  Keeper. 
My  Lord,  Hague,  Jan.  27, 1 668, 

THOUGH  I  know  my  long  difpatch  by  this 
cxprefs  to  my  Lord  Arlington  will  give  your 
Lordfliip  your  (hare  of  trouble,  yet  I  could  not  omic 
the  charging  my  brother  with  a  particular  attend- 
ance upon  your  Lord(hip  from  me,  nor  accompa- 
nying him  with  thefe. acknowledgements  of  your 
JLgprdfliip's  great  favour  and  good  opinion,  even  be- 
fore 
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finre  I  had  the  honour  of  being  known  to  you.  I  will 
prefume  I  have  done  nothing  fince  to  forfeit  them,  as 
I  had  nothing  before  to  deferve  them  ;  and  that  my 
late  good  fortunes  at  the  Hague  will  help  to  continue 
"what  my  good  fortune  alone  at  BrujQels  began,  and  my 
five  days  ftay  at  London  fervcd  to  improve  in  fo 

frcat  a  degree.  Yet,  I  will  aflure  your  Lordfhip,  if 
can  make  any  farther  advance  by  the  refentments  of 
your  favour,  by  my  defires  to  deferve  it  in  the  return 
of  my  beft  fcrvices,  or  by  the  true  honour  and  efteem 
of  thofe  qualities  I  have  difcovered  in  your  Lordfliip, 
upon  fo  ihort  an  acquaintance  ;  I  am  very  far  upon 
my  way  already. 

But  I  will  leave  this  fubjeft,  in  the  firft  place,  ta 
congratulate  with  you  upon  another  •,  which  is  the 
fuccefs  of  a  counfcl,  wherein  I  obferved  your  Lord- 
fliip  and  my  Lord  Arlington  to  have  the  moll  fteddy 
bent,  in  promoting  a  rcfolution  of  his  Majefty*s  which 
is  on  this  fide  the  water  eftcemed  generally  the  hap- 
pieft  and  the  wifeft  that  could  ever  have  been  takea 
by  any  Prince  in  fuch  a  conjundure,  and  upon  re- 
fpefts  not  only  of  his  own  affairs,  but  even  thofe  of 
all  Chriftcndom  befides.  It  is  not  fit  for  me  to  teH 
you  much  of  what  I  hear  of  this  kind,  or  the  applau- 
fes  given  to  his  Majefty  and  his  Minifters  upon  thi$ 
occafion :  to  tell  you  all,  I  am  fure,  would  be  endlefs  \ 
'  but,  from  what  I  hear,  I  cannot  but  raife  at  lead  a 
happy  pwefage  of  a  new  year,  and  a  new  miniftry's 
running  on  together,  with  a  fucceflion  of  the  fame 
honour  and  good  fortunes  both  to  his  Majefty  and 
bis  kingdoms. 

In  the  next  place,  I  will,  according  to  your  orders, 
give  your  Lordfliip  an  account  of  lomc  particulars 
that  fell  into  this  great  tranfadion,  which  I  thought 
ix>t  fit  to  trouble  my  Lord  Arlington  with,  as  not 
perhaps  proper,  or  of  weight  enough,  for  the  view  of 
his  Majefty  or  the  foreign  committee,  and  yet  worth 
ibc.kAOwkdge  QX  rcfkfUw  of  fome  of  bis  Minifters, 

in 


328        Letteri  of  Sir  William  Temple^ 

in  order  to  the  conduft  of  his  Majcfly's  counfels  here* 
after,  both  in  this  and  other  of  his  atiTairs. 

I  muft  tell  your  Lordfhip,  that,  in  my  firft  confer- 
ence with  Monfieur  de  Witt  fince  my  return,  I  begun 
with  telling  him,  that  he  could  not  but  remember, 
when  I  paiTed  this  way  laft  into  England,  I  told  him, 
upon  what  points  his  Majefty  defired,  with  the  grcar- 
ctt  fecrecy  that  could  be,  to  know  his  opinion,  and  by 
that  to  guefs  at  what  might  be  the  States,  upon  the 
prelent  conjundure  of  affairs  in  Flanders  ;  to  the  end 
his  Majefty  might  accordingly  take  his  own  meafures. 
That  his  Majefty  gueffed,  by  the  general  carriage  and 
difcourfcs  of  the  Dutch  Ambaffadors  at  London,  the 
States  were  not  willing  to  fee  Flanders  over-run  by 
France,  but  could  not  find  they  had  any  thing  po- 
fitive  to  fay  to  him  upon  that  fubjeft  :  that  he  had 
therefore  fent  me  privately  and  plainly  to  tell  him  his 
mind  upon  it,  as  to  a  man  of  honour,  and  who  he  be- 
lieved would  make  no  ill  ufe  of  it,  and  (if  he  thought 
fit)  to  know  his  fentiments  upon  that  affair.  That,  for 
his  Majefty,  he  neither  thought  it  for  his  own  intereft 
nor  fafety,  nor  for  that  of  the  States,  or  of  Chriften- 
dom  in  general,  that  Flanders  (hould  be  loft ;  and 
therefore  was  refolved  to  do  his  utmoft  to  prefervc  it, 
provided  the  States  were  of  the  fame  mind,  and  that 
it  might  be  done  in  conjunftion  between  them  ;  and 
to  that  end  defired  to  know,  whether  the  States  would 
be  content  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  him,  both 
defenfive  between  themfclves,  and  offenfive  againft 
France,  for  the  prefervation  of  Flanders.     That  he 
(Monfieur  de  Wiu)  might  remember,-  his  anfwer  to 
me  was  ;  firft,  mtirrh  applaufe  of  his  Majefty*s  refo- 
lution,  great  acknowledgement  of  his  confidence  to- 
wards him  by  that  communication,  much  affurance 
that  the  States  would  be  of  the  fame  mind,  as  to 
the  prefervation  of  Flanders,  which  was  their  neareft 
intereft  next  their  own  :    that  he  found  both  his 
Majefty  and  the  States  had  the  fame  mind,  as  well 
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as  iotercft  in  this  matter,  but  that  the  diftrufts,  re<* 
maining  upon  the  late  quarrel  between  them,  had 
kept  cither  of  them  from  beginning  to  enter  franklv 
upon  it.  But  fmce  his  Majefty  had  pleafed  to  break 
it  to  him  in  a  manner  fo  obliging,  though  he  could 
not  pretend  to  tell  me  his  Matter's  mind,  yet  he  would 
his  own  :  which  was,  that  the  defence  of  Flanders 
was  abfolutely  neceflary,  but  that  it  ought  to  be  tried 
firft,  rather  by  a  joint  mediation  of  a  peace  between 
the  two  Crowns,  than  by  a  declaration  of  war  5  but 
that,  if  the  firft  would  not  ferve,  it  ought  to  come  to 
the  other.  That  I  knew  France  had  already  offered 
a  peace  to  the  offices  made  by  the  Sutes  upon  an  al- 
ternative at  the  choice  of  the  Spaniards ;  that  he 
thought  our  mediation  ought  to  be  offered  to  both 
Crowns  upon  that  foot,  to  induce  France  to  make 
good  their  own  ofier,  and  Spain  to  accept  it.  And 
that  to  this  purpofe  he  thought  it  very  necefTary  to 
make  a  ftrid  alliance  between  his  Majefty  and  the 
States. 

That,  for  making  an  offenfive  alliance,  it  could  not 
be ;  for  it  was  a  maxim  obferved  by  this  Sute,  never 
to  make  any,  at  leaft  when  they  were  in  pfau:e  -,  that, 
for  defenfive  leagues,  they  had  them  with  many 
Princes,  and  he  believed  would  be  ready  to  enter  into 
one  with  his  Majefty  ;  and,  though  he  could  not  ac 
all  anfwer  what  would  be  the  mind  of  the  States  up* 
on  thefe  points,  yet  he  had  told  me  his  ;  and  would 
add,  that  he  was  not  ufually  miftaken  in  theirs,  and 
chat  he  would  at  leaft  ufe  all  his  endeavours  to  bring 
the  States  to  luch  opinions  and  refolutions. 

When  I  had  faid  this,  and  obferved  by  bis  a£lion 
and  face  that  he  af&nted  to  this  recital  of  all  that  bad 
pafied  between  us  ;  I  afked  him  whether  this  was  all 
right,  that  I  might  know  whether  I  had  miftaken  no- 
thing  in  reprelenting  bis  Majefty's  meaning  to  him^ 
Qor  his  to  his  Majefty.     He  anJfwered,  that  it  was 
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all  right,  and  that  he  very  well  remembered  it,  and 
much  commended  a  method  of  proceeding  lb  exaft 
and  finccre,  by  an  endeavour  to  avoid  all  miftakes  be- 
tween us. 

I  then^  told  h'wn,  that  I  had,  upon  ray  arrival  irt 
Eftgland,  reprefented  ^11  as  faithhilly  to  his  Majcfty 
as  I  had  done  to  him  ;  and  that  upon  it  his  Majefty 
bad  taken  fo  much  confidence  in  his  (Monficur  dc 
Witt's)  opinion  and  judgment,  as  well  as  in  his  cre- 
dit with  the  States,  that  he  had  taken  a  fudden  and 
firm  relblution  upon  it ;  firft,  to  join  with  th^  States 
in  the  offer  of  a  mediation  between  the  two  Crowns, 
and  upon  fuch  terms  as  they  and  I  Ihould  agree,  but 
Mn*h  a  defirc  that  they  might  be  as  advantageous  as 
the  States  could  be  indticed  to,^  for  the  prefervation  of 
Flanders,  and  recovery  of  fuch  places  as  Ihould  be 
mod  neccffary  to  it.  In  the  next  place,  to  conclude  a 
treaty,  the  ftrongeft  that  could  be  between  us,  for 
obliging  France  to  accept  the  peace  upoi>  thofe  terms, 
and  in  the  mean  time  for  putting  a  Hop  to  the  courfe 
of  their  arms  in  Flanders.  But  that  his  Majefty 
thought  it  neceflary  to  begin  all  this  with  a  ftrift 
league  between  him  and  the  States,  for  their  own 
mntual  defence,  and  to  this  purpofe  had  fent  me  over 
as  his  Envoy  to  the  States  with  full  powers,  and  the 
draught  of  a  defenfive  league  between  us  -,  but  refers 
the  reft,  for  what  touched  Flanders,  to  what  the  State* 
and  I  (hould  agree. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  received  this  difcourfe  with  a 
countenance  pleafed,  IxK  yet,  as  I  marked,  fomething. 
furprifed,  as  if  he  expected  not  a  return  from  his  Ma- 
jefty fo  fudden  and  fo  relblute.  He  faid,  that  the 
States  would  be  much  pleafed  with  the  honour  his 
Majefty  did  them,  and  the  overture  he  made  them  ^ 
that  I  ftjould  chufe  my  time,  whenever  I  defued  it> 
for  my  audience ;  and  would  pafs  the  forms  of  de- 
manding it  from  the  Prefidem  of  the  week  :  tliat  he 
2  was 


and  caber  Minift^s  of  State,  33 1 

wat  flitl  confident  the  States  would  enter  with  Ki^ 
Majeily  into  the  mediation,  though  France  gave  them 
^opes  of  fucceeding  by  their  own  :  that  the  Provinces 
differed  in  opinion  upon  what  terms  the  peace  ihoulc) 
be  made  :  that  Utrecht  was  fa  bold  as  to  think  no^ 
thing  but  juilice  ought  to  be  ^nfidered  in  the  cafe, 
that  all  that  France  had  conquered  fhould  be  reftorcd 
to  Spain,  and  their  pretenfions  be  referred  to  judg- 
ment or  arbitrage.  But  Holland,  with  moft  of  the 
other  Provinces,  were  of  another  mind,  and  confi- 
dering  their  own  prefent  condition,  as  well  as  that  of 
France,  thought  it  beft  to  keep  the  French  to  their 
own  offer  5  but  he  believed  would  come  to  means  of 
more  force  if  France  fhould  recede  from  what  they 
themfclves  had  advanced  to  the  States.  That,  for  the 
defenfive  league  between  us,  he  did  not  know  whe- 
ther the  late  fore  were  yet  fit  for  fuch  an  application, 
but  would  try  the  mind  of  the  States.  That  he 
doubted  they  would  think  it  like  to  prove  too  fud- 
den  ^  change  of  all  their  interells,  and  that  which 
would  abfolucely  break  them  off  from  fo  old  and 
conftant  a  friend  as  France,  to  rely  wholly  upon  fo 
new  and  uncertain  a  friend,  as  England  had  proved. 
I  told  him,  that  the  doing  what  he  faid,  would  be 
the  cffeft  of  any  treaties  of  this  nature  between  us, 
let  them  be  as  tenderly  handled  and  compofed  as  we 
could  :  that  France  would  take  it  as  ill  of  us  and  of 
them,  to  be  flopped  in  the  remaining  conqueft  of 
Flanders,  as  to  be  forced  out  of  all  they  had  already 
gained  :  that  he  knew  very  well,  it  had  been  long 
their  defign,  at  any  price,  to  poffefs  themfelves  of  the 
Spanifh  Netherlands ;  and  he  knew  as  well  that  it  was 
their  interefl  to  do  fo,  confidering  the  advantages  it 
would  give  them  over  all  the  rert  of  Chriflendom  ; 
that  it  was  as  much  our  interefl  to  hinder  it,  and  that 
nothing  could  do  it,  but  a  firm  conjundhon  between 
u% :  that  the  States  part  would  be  next  after  Flanders 
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was  gone,  and  therefore  they  had  now  as  much  ncctf 
of  being  protected  by  England  againll  France,  as  they 
thought  they  had  three  or  four  years  ago  of  being 
protefted  by  France  againft  England  •,  and  that  chcy 
had  no  other  choice,  but  either  continuing,  their 
friendiliip  with  France  tiil  they  ftiould  fee  bolh  Flan- 
ders and  themfelves  fwallowcd  up  by  fuch  a  ncigii- 
bour,  or  elfe  change  their  whole  meafurcs,  and  en- 
ter into  the  ftridleft  alliance  with  his  Majefty  for  the 
prcfcrvation  of  both ;  and  let  France  take  it  as  they 
plcafed. 

Monfieur  dc  Witt  confefled  the  defigns  of  France 
for  the  conqueft  of  Flanders  ;  fpoke  of  the  treaties 
they  had  made  with  the  States  in  Cardinal  Richlieu's 
time,  and  lately  offered  again,  for  partr.ging  it  be- 
tween them  ;  and  faid,  he  underftood  very  well  the 
danger  of  fuch  a  counfel  and  neighbourhood,  or  elfe 
he  fhould  have  fallen  into  them  ;  but  the  ventures 
were  great  on  the  other  fide  too  j  that  the  States  were 
much  more  expofed  than  the  King;  that  the  Spani- 
ards were  weak,  and  ill  to  be  truftcd  by  the  States, 
between  whom  there  had  never  yet  been  any  better 
meafures  than  barely  thofe  of  the  Munfter  peace,  af- 
ter fo  great  rancours  and  long  hoftilities.  Thar, 
though  he  believed  the  German  Princes  would  be 
glad  of  what  his  Majefty  propofed,  yet  he  knew  not 
now  far  Sweden  might  be  engaged  in  the  meafures 
with  France,  who  lay  here  at  their  backs  in  the  duchy 
of  Bremen.  And,  laft  of  all,  though  this  rcfolutioa 
feemed  now  to  be  taken  by  his  Majefty  and  his  Mi- 
nifters,  upon  the  fureft  and  wifeft  foundations,  which 
were  thofe  of  true  intereft  and  fafety  -,  yet  no  man 
knew  how  Ipng  they  might  laft.  That,  if  they  (hould 
break  all  their  meafures  with  France,  and  throw 
fchemfelves  wholly  upon  his  Majefty  by  fuch  a  conjun- 
dior,  any  change  of  counfels  in  England  would  be 
their  certain  ruin.  That  he  knew  not  this  prefent  ml- 
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uiftry,  and  could  fay  nothing  to  them  ;  but  that  he 
knew  the  lad  too  well.  Upon  which  he  faid  a  good 
deal  of  our  uncertain  conduct  fince  hi^  Majefty*s  rc- 
turn«  and  concluded  chat  the  unfteadinefs  ot  counfels 
in  England  feemed  a  fatal  thing  to  our  conftitution  \ 
he  would  notjudjje  from  whatgrounds^  mais  que  de^ 
puis  le  temps  de  la  Reyne  Jilifabe^  il  n*y  avoU  eu  qiCunt 
ftuSiuation  pcrpetueile  en  la  conduUe  de  I' jingleterre^  avec 
lajue/Je  on  ne  pouvcit  jamais  prendre  des  mfurespcur  deux 
annees  de  temps.  After  this  en^ed  with  fume  melan- 
choly that  looked  a  little  irrefojutc,.  I  told  him,  that 
as  to  their  own  interefts,  he  knew  them,  and  could 
weigh  them  better  than  I  •,  .that,  after  my  audience  and 
firft  conference  with  CommiCioners,  I  Ihould  quickly 
Jce  how  the  States  would  underftand  them„  in  which 
I  knew  very  well  how  gre^  a  part  he  would  have : 
-that,  for  our  danger^  I  confeflcd  they  would  be  .firft 
expofed  to  France,  and  wc  the  laft:,/  which  made  it 
rcafonablc  they  (hould  make  the  firft  pace  to  thieir 
iafery.  That  for  Sweden,  I  had  np  orders  to  negoti- 
ate with  them  i  but,  being  fully  inftruiled-in  bis  Mai- 
jefty*$  general  intentions*.  I  Ihould  be  glad  to  fec*thcm 
llrengthencd  all  I  coulvl ;  and  to  th4t  purppfe,  if  he 
thought  fit,  I  would  talk  with  the  Count  de  Donat 
the  Sw^lfti  Ambaflador'h^fe,  and  fee  whether  \\t  had 
aay  powtrs  to  /engage  thek. Crown  in  any  common 
mealures  for  the  fatety  of  Chriftend^ni-,  that,  if  by 
fuch  a  conjunction  we  could  extend  it€o  a  triple  al- 
liance Among  U3,  upon  the  fame  foundation,  I  be- 
lieved he  would  think  it  too  llrong  a  bar  for  France 
fo  venture  on.  That,  forthe  unfteadinefsofourcoun- 
leh,  Ihould  rather  bewail  than  dclend  it;  but  that 
I  (hould  not  have  made  this  journey,  if  I  had  not 
been  confident  that  had  been  ended,  and  we  now 
bottomed  paft  any  change  or  remove,  That  I  could 
not  pretend  to  know  any  body's  mind  certainly  but 
my  own  j  but  that  upon  this  matter  I  was  as  confi- 
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dent  of  his  Majefty*6,  bf  ymt  LotdMp\  ^nd  Wy 
Lord  Arlington's,  as  I  was  of  my  own.  UpOft  this 
occafion  I  faid  a  grekt  deal^  hot  only  of  th^  mtct^lSb^ 
but  refentmentS)  chat  had  engaiged  hi^  Majdty  Itiid 
his  Minifters  in  this  cautiUA  \  aand  eoncluded  thit  I 
was  confident  it  could  nevefr  break,  bot  would  ah- 
Iwer,  if  evei-  it  did^  it  (houtd  never  be  by  my  hafnd, 
^nd  was  as  con^dent  \  might  anfw^r  the  faiM  for 
your  Lordfliip  and  my  Lord  Ariingtoft^  afid  that  you 
would  fall  Or  (land  upon  this  bottom. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  Teemed  much  fatiisfied  WiA  'what 
I  h^  faiid  J  aflbred  toe,  for  his  part,  hfc  woeid  ^vt 
his  hands  towards  a  good  conclufion  of  this  affair : 
that  he  would  truft  his  Mftjelty's  honour  dnd  intereft 
upon  fo  great  a  conjuft^tuit,  sis  well  as  the  fincerenefs 
and  conftancy  of  his  Mihifttt-s,  whom  he  could  judge 
of  by  no  other  lights  but  what  !  giive  him  j  made 
imc  compliments  upon  the  great  confidence  he  had 
taken  in  me  and  my  manftfet  of 'dea!ihg,  by  what  ht 
had  hekrd  and  feeti  of  me  finee  the  titft  viftt  I  madfc 
him  ift  my  paflage  here,  Jrftl^  the  tod  of  the  War  •, 
and  ^concluded  that  I  (hould  fee  the  Codnt  Dona^ 
«nd  try  how  far  iSweden  was  to  be  engaged  in  this 
^air.    •     . 

I  tell  your  Lordfhip  all  thfefe  circumftances,  that, 
kirofwing  wheit  the  difficulties  have  been,  how  they 
fcravfe  been  overcome,  and  upon  what  advances  on  my 
iide  this  krtot  has  been  tied,  your  Lordfhip  and  my 
L<^rd  Arlington  may  the  better  know  how  to  fopport 
this  affair,  and  make  many  Others  eafy,  by  recover- 
ing the  credit  of  our  conduA  in  England,  fo  far  loft 
fey  the  unfteadinefs  too  truly  laid  to  our  charge  •,  and 
Ut  leaft  by  your  own  conftancy,  in  what  you  have  bc^ 
jgun,  make  good  the  charaflers  you  have  already  in 
the  world,  and  the  ailTurances  I  have  given  Monfieur 
dc  Witt  upon  your  occafion. 
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That  evening  I  went  to  the  Count  Dona,  and  ru« 
overall  ceremonies  of  our  charadters,  by  going  ftraight 
iiUD  his  chamber,  taking  a  chair,  and  futing  down 
by  him  hcSot^  he  could  rife  out  of  his.  I  told  him  I 
hoped  he  would  excufe  the  liberty  upon  an  errand 
wherein  I  thought  both  our  Mailers  were  concern- 
ed ;  tiiat  ceremonies  were  intended  to  facilitate  buH* 
neis,  and  oot  to  hinder  it ;  that  I  knew  nothing  ta 
make  my  feeing  the  other  AmbaiTadors  at  the  Hague 
oeceflary,  and  ib  was  content  with  the  difficulties  had 
been  introduced  between  our  charafters-,  but^  thinks 
ing  it  ablblutely  for  my  Mafter's  fervice  to  enter  in- 
to confidence  with  his  Excellency  upon  my  errmd 
bere,  I  had  reiblved  to  do  it  in  tliis  manner,  and,  if 
be  gave  me  leave,  would  purfue  h  as  if  our  acquaio-^ 
cance  and  commerce  had  been  of  never  fo  long  a  date« 

The  Count  embraced  me,  gave  me  great  th^nka 
for  the  honour  I  did  him,  made  me  compliments  up* 
on  t^  frank  and  confident  a  manner  as  I  ufed  with 
bim ;  and  faid  he  was  ready  ^  return  it  upon  any 
thing  that  I  (hould  think  fit  to  communicate  to  him. 

After  this  I  entered  into  the  detail  of  my  wh(^e 
progrefs  to  that  time,  both  in  England  and  here ;  of 
bis  Majefty's  reafons,  of  the  common  interefts  of 
Chriftend«jm,  of  the  recejMaon  my  errand  found  from 
JMonfieur  de  Witt,  and  the  hopes  I  had  of  fucceed- 
ing  :  of  our  diicourfes  about  engaging  Sweden  in  the 
fame  meafurcs,  and  a  defire  oi  extending  our  league 
into  a  triple  alliance  among  us,  for  our  own  mutual 
defence,  the  fafety  of  Flanders,  and  thereby  of  Chri- 
ftcndom.  That  I  knew  how  the  Crown  of  Sweden 
bad  been  treated  of  late  years  by  France,  how  ck>fe 
they  had  kept  to  the  friendfliip  with  bis  Majefty,  and 
bow  beneficial,  as  well  as  bonourabie,  fuch  a  part  as 
this  might  prove  to  them,  by  the  particular  ufe  they 
JDight  be  oiiQ  the  Crown  of  Spain  \  and  that,  upon 
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any  good  occafion,  they  might  be  fure  of  hts  M^ef* 
ty*s  offices  and  the  States,  who  rcfolved  to  enter  into 
this  aflpair  without  any  other  intereft  than  that  of  the 
prefcrvation  of  Flanders,  and  thereby  of  their  own 
fafety,  and  the  common  ^od. ' 

The  Count  Dona  profeffird  to  applaud  his  Majcfty's 
counfel,  to  be  confident  that  Sweden-  would  be  con- 
tent to  go  his  pace  in  all  the  common  afiairs  of  Chri- 
ftendom,  which  he  was  aflurcd  of  by  his  own  inftruc- 
tions  in  general ;  but  that,  fuch  an  affair  as  this  not 
being  forefeen,    he  could  have  none  upon  it :  that, 
if  it  fucceeded,  he  would  niake  all  the  paces  he  could 
to  engage  his  Matter  in  it,  as  what  he  thought  of  ho- 
nour and  advantage  to  the  common  fafety :  but  that 
he  would  return  my  frankncfs  to  him  with  the  fame 
to  me,  in  telling  me,  that  he  doubted  my  bringing  it 
to  an  iflue  :  that  he  firft  doubted  Monfieur  de  Witt's 
rcfolution,   to  break  upon  any  terms  with  France, 
and  clofe  with  England  ;  not  only  confidering  what 
had  lately  pafled  between  us,  but  the  interefts  of  the 
houfe  of  Orange,  which,  he  muft  ever  believe,  would, 
at  one  time  or  other,  be  advanced  by  us  ;  whereas 
he  was  fure  to  be  fupported  againft  them  by  France : 
therefore  he  believed,  though  he  would  not  oppofe  it, 
becaufe  the  States  and  people  might  run  into  it  ;  yet 
he  would  find  fome  means  to  elude  the  conclufion  or 
tfftdi  of  it,  without  appearing  himfelf  in  any  fuch 
dcfign :  that,  in  the  next  place,   fince  fuch  a  treaty 
could  not  be  made  bv  the  States-General,  without 
firft  being  fent  to  all  the  Provinces  and  towns  for 
their  approbation,  and  orders  upon  it  to  their  depu- 
ties ;  he  did  not  fee  how  it  was  poflible  for  the  French 
Ambaflador  to  fail  of  engaging  fome  towns  or  Pro- 
vinces againft  it,    and  the  oppofition  of  any  one  of 
them  would  lofe  theefitdt ;  fince  no  new  treaty  could 
be  made,  by  the  conftitutions  here,  without  an  uni- 
vcrfal  confent.     That,   however,  he  would  not  dif- 
2  courage 
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courage  me,  but  wifh  me  fuccefs  with  all  his  heart, 
upon  many  reafons,  and,  among  others,  as  being  fo 
much  a  iervant  to  the  houfe  of  Orange,  which  could 
not  but  profit  by  a  conjunftion  between  England  and 
Holland :  and  again  promifed,  whenever  I  brought 
it  to  a  period,  to  ufe  all  his  endeavours,  and  ftretch 
his  powers  as  far  as  he  could,  towards  engaging  his 
Mafter  in  the  fame  meafures  with  us. 

In  the  fecond  conference  I  had  with  Monlieur  dc 
Witt,  I  acquainted  him  with  what  had  paffcd  with 
Count  Dona,  which  he  feemed  much  plcafcd  withj 
and  faid,  though  we  could  not  exped  he  fhould  have 
powers  fo  general  as  to  conclude  fuch  an  affair,  yet  an 
inftrument  might  be  drawn  up  between  us,  whereby 
room  may  be  left  for  Sweden  to  enter  as  a  principal 
into  our  alliance  ;  and  the  Count  de  Dona  had  fo 
much  credit  at  his  Court,  to  recommend  it  there  fo 
as  to  fucceed,  efpecially  upon  the  hopes  we  niuft  give 
bim  of  obuining  fubfidies  from  Spain,  which  might 
countervail  what  they  might  lofe  from  France  upon 
this  occafion. 

I  then  fell  upon  the  form  of  concluding  this  treaty ; 
faying,  I  could  ealily  foretel  the  fate  ot  it,  if  it  muft 
pafs  the  common  forms  of  being  fent  by  the  feveral 
deputies  to  all  their  principals  lor  their  refult  upon 
it :  that  I  knew  this  would  take  up  a  month  or  fix 
weeks  time,  and  that  nothing  would  be  fo  eafy  as  for 
the  French  Arnbafiador  to  m-et  with  it  in  running 
that  circle,  and  by  engaging  fome  one  member,  per- 
haps by  money  thrown  among  the  chief  peribns  in 
iixat  of  the  fmall  towns,  to  prevent  and  ruin  a  coun- 
fel  of  the  greateft  importance  to  Cliriitendom,  as  well 
as  to  our  two  nations,  that  had  been  on  foot  in  ma- 
ny ages  :  that,  unlefs  the  States-General  would  con- 
clude and  fign  the  treaty  immediately,  and  truft  to 
t^  approbation  of  their  feveral  Provinces  and  towns 
*"  after 
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alter  it  was  done,  I  ihould  give  it  for  gone,  and  think 
no  more  of  it. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  feemed  to  think  this  impoffible  } 
Cud,  no  fuch  thing  had  cvtx  been  done  fince  the  firft 
inftitution  of  their  conunonweaith ;  that,  though  it 
.was  true,  the  States-General  might  iign  a  treaty,  yet 
chey  could  not  ratify  it  without  recourle  to  their  prin« 
cipals,  and  that  they  (hould  venture  their  heads  in 
figtiingit,  if  their  principals,  not  approving  it,  fhould 
queftion  them  for  doing  it  without  orders  ;  that  he 
hoped  the  forms  might  be  expedited  in  three  weeks 
time,  and  that  all  care  that  could  be,  Ihould  be  taken 
CD  prevent  the  addrefles  of  the  French  Ambaflador 
among  the  Provinces. 

i  cut  the  matter  fhort,  and  told  him,  I  continued 
of  my  firft  opinion,  to  fee  it  immediately  agreed  be- 
tween me  and  the  Commiffioners,  and  then  figncd 
by  the  States,  which  might  be  done  in  four  or  five 
days^  and  that  the  deputies  might  lafely  truft  to  the 
approbation  of  their  principals  in  a  point  of  fo  great 
and  evident  public  intereft  :  that,  for  my  part,  I  knew 
not  how  this  delay,  and  thereby  hazard,  of  the  affair 
might  be  interpreted  in  England,  nor  what  change 
in  my  orders  it  might  produce :  that  i  had  now  powers 
IK)  conclude  an  alliance  of  the  laft  confcquenoe  to  the 
fefety  of  Flanders  and  this  State  ;  that,  if  it  Ihould 
mifcarry  by  the  too  great  caution  of  the  deputies  in 
point  of  form,  for  aught  I  knew  they  might  vcntiarc 
their  heads  that  way,  and  more  defervedly,  than  by 
ligningat  prefent  what,  all  of  them  believed,  would 
not  only  be  ratified,  but  applauded  by  their  princi- 
pals. With  this  I  left  him  ;  and  the  relt  that  paffcd 
in  the  progrefs  of  this  afi^air,  as  well  as  in  my  audi- 
ence, or  with  the  Commiflioners,  your  Lordfiiip  has 
it  in  my  difpatch  to  my  Lord  Arlington,  to  whom 
you  will  pleafe  to  communicate  thefe  more  fecpct 

fprings. 


iakdittberMini/ltri  (fSMe,  559 

^ngis,  that,  by  knowing  the  tx)nt:eptibn^  the  form* 
ing,  tfa^  throws,  and  binh  of  this  child,  you  may  the 
blotter  confult  how  it  is  to  be  nouriihed  tiil  it  grow 
to  (Irength,  and  thereby  fit  to  atchieve  thofe  great 
adventures  for  which  it  ieems  defig^ed. 

I  am  tev^r^  with  equal  pafiion  and  truths  my  LtMtl, 
your  Lordftiip^s  moft  faithful  and  moft  humble  fer^ 
vant, 

SIR,  Bruffels,  Jan.  28^  N.  S.  1668. 

T Hough  the  interruption  of  our  commerce  hath 
been  long,  yet  I  thought  it  neceflary  to  renew 
it  at  this  time,  and  thereby  let  you  know  what  has 
lately  broken  it  on  my  fide,  that  you  may  not  believe 
any  interruption  of  yours  has  had  a  worfe  efted  upoA 
knc  of  late,  than  it  ever  had  before,  being  an  accident 
I  have  often  been  fubjeft  to.  About  the  end  of  lafl: 
month,  N.  S.  I  palfcd  through  this  place  with  private 
commiflion  from  his  Majefly,  to  found  the  mind  of 
the  States  in  what  concerns  the  prefcnt  quarrel  be- 
tween the  two  Crowns,  and  how  they  were  dilpofed 
-to  join  with  him  in  the  (hare  of  a  war,  or  projeft  of 
a  peace,  to  be  endeavoured  by  our  joint  ofikes  be»- 
tween  them.  From  hence  I  went  to  London,  with 
the  private  account  of  what  I  had  in  charge.  After 
five  days  ilay  thcre^  I  was  difpatched  back,  as  his  Ma- 
jcfty's  Envoy  extraordinary  to  the  States,  with  full 

■  ;)ower  to  treitt  and  conclude  upon  thofe  points  which 
ius  Majefty  eftcemed  neceffary  for  our  common  fafe- 
ty^  and  the  rcpofe  of  Chriftcndom,  in  this  conjunc- 
ture. Upon  the  6th  I  arrived  here,  had  my  firlt  au- 
<lienceon  the  i8th,  and  on  the  23d  were  %ned  by 
«tt,  -and  the  Commiflioners  given  me  by  the  States 
^mh  foil  powers,  three  fcveral  inftrumcnts  cf  our 

~  cfcjit  treaty  :  the  firft  containing  a  league  defcniivc 

and 
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end  perpetual  between  faia  Majefty  and  the  StateSi 
againft  all  perfons  without  excepcioi;!, /chat  ihall  in- 
vade either  of  them,.. wich^ agreement  to&rnifh  each 
other,  .upon  occafion^  with  fortjr  (hips  of  war,  of 
which,  fourteen  between  ifixty  and  eighiy  guns,  and 
Swuc  hundred  men  a- piece,  one.  with  another ;  four- 
teen between  forty  and  iixty  guns,  and  three  hundred 
men  a-piece  ;  and,  of  the  other  twelve,  none  under 
thirty*fix  guns,  and  a  hundred  and.fifty  men  :  befides 
this,  with  fix  thoufand  foot,  and  four  hundred  horfe, 
or  money  inftead  of  them,  at  the  choice  of  the  invaded, 
^nd  to  be  repaid  within  three  years  after  the  efld:  of 
the  war ;  the  proportions  of  money  to  the  fevcral 
parts  of  the  faid  aid  being  afcertained  in  the  treaty. 

The  fccond  inftrument  contains  our  joint  obliga- 
tions to  difpofe  France  to  make  peace  in  Flanders, 
upon  one  of  the  alternatives  already  propofed ;  and 
like  wife  to  difpofe  Spain  to  accept  it,  before  the  end 
of  May^  but,  in  cafe ^of  difficulty  made  by  them,  to 
diijpoie  France,  however,  to  ftop  all  ianher  progrefs 
of  its  own  arms  there,  and  leave  it  wholly  to  the  al* 
lies  to  procure  the  ends  propofed  in  this  league. 

The  third  inftrument  contains  certain  feparate  ar- 
ticles between  his  Majefty  and  the  States,  figned  at 
the  fame  time,  and  of  the  fame  force  with  the  treaty, 
but  not  to  be  committed  to  letters. 

It  is  hardly  imaginable,  the  joy^md  wonder  conr 
ceived  here,  upon  the  oonclufion  of  this  treaty,  brought 
to  an  iflue  in  five  days,  nor  the  applaufc  given  to  his 
Majefty's  refolution,  as  the  wifeft  and  happieft  that 
could,  in  this  conjun^re,  be  taken  by  any  Prince, 
both  for  his  own  and  his  neighbours  af&trs  ;  nor  are 
the  refiedions  upon  the  condud  of  it  lefs  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  prefent  miniftry  in  England  ;  the 
thing  being  almoft  done  here  as  foon  as  my  journey 
^was  known  in  London,  and  before  my  errand  was 
fulpeded  by  any  public  Minifter  there. 

Three 
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.  Three  days  after  our  figning>  the  Swedifh  Ambaf- 
£idor  figned  another  inftrument  jointly  with  me  and 
the  States  Commifiioners,  obliging  his  Mafter  to  en* 
ter  as  a  principal  into  the  fame  alliance,  fo  foon  as 
fpme  pretenfions  he  has  from  the  Emperor  and  Spain 
are  fatisfied  by  our  good  offices  between  them.  Af- 
ter which  Count  Dona  parted  as  Ambaflador  like- 
wife  from  that  Crown  for  England,  where  the  reft  of 
that  affair  will  be  negotiated  ;  and  in  his  company 
my  brother  Henry  Temple,  with  the  whole  account 
of  my  bufinefs,  and  the  treaties  figned  in  order  to 
their  ratification,  for  which  a  month  is  allowed^ 
though  the  States  promife  theirs  within  fifteen  days 
after  the  date.  When  thofe  arrive  and  are  exchanged, 
I  return  to  my  refidence  at  Bruflcls,  to  fee  the  iffue 
of  this  bufinefs,  which  now  takes  up  the  thoughts  and 
difcourfe  of  all  Chriftcndom,  and  from  which  moft 
Princes  will  refolve  to  take  their  meafures. 

I  fuppofc  my  Lord  Sandwich  upon  his  way,  and 
therefore  content  myfelf  only  with  giving  you  this 
trouble,  and  the  profcffions  of  my  being.  Sir,  your» 
&c. 

To  the  King. 

Hague,  Jan.  29,  N.  S.  166S. 

May  rt  pleafe  your  Majcfty, 

IN  my  laft  paflage  hither,  Iliad  the  honour  of  try- 
ing your  Majelty's  yacht,  in  fuch  a  ftorm  as  that 
never  felt  before,  and  a  greater  no  man  in  her  pre- 
tended ever  to  have  feen.  The  fortune  of  your  Majef- 
ty*s  aflfairs  helped  us  to  the  difcovery  of  a  pilot- boat 
at  a  diftance  from  the  coafts,  that  brought  us  hap- 
pily in  ;  without  which,  we  had  paffed  fuch  another 
night  at  fea,  as  I  fhould  not  care  to  do  for  any  thing 
your  Majefty  could  give  me,  befides  your  favour, 
and  the  occafions  of  lerving  you  :  if  we  had  mifcar- 

ried. 
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ried,  your  Majefty  ha.ci  lofl  an  honeft  dilige^it  Cap- 
tain and  (ixteen  poor  Teamen,  fo  beaten  out  with  wet 
and  toil,  that  the  compaflion,  I  had  then  for  them^  I 
have  ftill  about  me,  and  aflurc  your  Majefty,  that 
five  or  fix  more  wil!  be  neceflary  for  your  yacht,  if 
you  u(e  her  to  fuch  pafiages  as  this  -,  bu(,  tor  the  reft, 
I  believe  there  is  not  fuch  a  boat  in  the  world.  Sho 
returns  with  a  long  but  final  and  happy  account  of 
my  bufinefs  to  my  Lord  Arlington,  and  with  th© 
Count  de  Dona,  who  will  be  better  company  thaa  a 
long  ill  letter,  and  deferves  your  Majefty's  welcome 
by  his  other  qualities,  as  well  as  his  particular  devo* 
tions  for  your  Majefty's  perfon  and  fervice. 

I  cannot  end  this  letter  without  congratulating 
with  your  Majefly  upon  the  fuccefs  of  your  refolu- 
tion  which  occafioned  my  journey  hither,  and  which 
is  generally  applauded  here  as  the  wifeil  and  happiefl, 
both  for  your  kingdoms  and  your  neighbours,  and 
the  moft  honourable  to  your  Majefl:y's  perfon,  that 
ever  was  taken,  upon  any  gccafion,  by  any  Prince  : 
and  the  ftrange  fuccefs  of  it  hath  been  anfwerable  to 
the  rcfl:  of  your  Majefl:y*s  fortunes,  and  fo  amazing, 
that  the  exprefiions  made  of  it  here,  every  hour,  are 
altogether  extraordinary,  not  to  fay  extravagant. 

God  of  heaven  continue  your  Majefl:y*s  good  health, 
and  good  counfels,  and  good  fortunes  ;  and  then  I 
fhall  have  nothing  more  to  wifli,  but  that  you  may 
pardon  the  faults,  and  accept  of  the  humble  apd  hear- 
ty devotions  of.  Sir,  your  Majefty's  moft  loyal  zt\^ 
moft  obedient  fubjedt  and  fcrvant. 

To  Monfieur  GourvilU.        A  Monfieur  de  Gourville. 

Hague,  Feb.  7,  Di  k  fffy^f  7  ^f^f 

N.S.  1668.  S.N.  jb68l 

IHavc  juft  received  (by  the  '^E  viens  di  receHJoir^par  les 

Rhingrave's  favour)  yours  jf  Joins  obligeans  de  Monfieur 

of  the  2oth  paft,  and  am  ey-  U  Khingravty  voire  leiire  du 
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trcmc  glad  to  have  yet  fomc 
place  in  your  mcmoTV*  after 
fo  many  diverfions  intxerma- 
ny,  which  ufe  to  make  one 
forget  things  of  much  greater 
impr>r^ance.  But  ail  this  was 
ncceffary  to  comfort  me  for 
your  abfence,  which  I  believe 
you  have  ordered,  with  defign 
for  all  my  journeys  into  Hol- 
land ;  this  18  now  the  third  I 
have  madefince  that  of  Breda, 
without  ever  meeting  you 
there ;  you,  I  fay,  who  arc 
not  able  to  live  three  months 
without  going  thither,  though 
you  are  forced  for  it  to  leave 
the  Ladies  and  the  orange- 
trees  at  BruflTels. 


lean  tell  you  no  news ;  the 
Dukeof  Lunenburg's  Refidcnt 
having  afiured  me  that  he  has 
lint  you  word  of  the  conclu- 
fion  of  our  treaty  here,  where- 
of I  every  day  expeft  the  ra- 
tifications. They  will  needs 
have  me  pafs  here  for  gne  of 
great  abilities,  for  having  fi- 
nilhed  and  figned  in  five  days 
a  treaty  of  fuch  importance  to 
Chrifiendom  :  but  I  will  tell 
you  the  fccret  of  it :  to  draw 
things  out  of  their  center  re- 
quires labour  and  adurefs  to 
pot  them  in  motion  ;  but,  to 
make  them  return  thither,  na- 
ture helps  fo  fiar,  that  there 
needs  no  more  than  jull  to  fet 
them 


a  8  dufajj}\  &  je  me  nyouh 
cxtremement  ^occupier  encore 
que  I  que  place  dans  voire  fou^ 
venir^  apres  iant  de  divertif" 
femens  geutez  en  JUemagne  j  ce 
ne  feroit  pas  la  premiere  fois 
quails  auro'imt  fait  cubUer  des 
chojes  plus  impcrtarJes  que  ma 
perfcnne :  mais  il  nefalhit  pat 
moins  que  Iss  flaifirs  que  je  fay 
que  vous  avez  goutez^  ^  fa 
nouvelle  marque  que  vous  me 
donnez  dc  voire  amitie^  pour  me 
conjoler  de  voire  ohfence  \  je  croy 
au  refte  que  vous  I'aviez  loncer-- 
tieavec  tous  mes  voyages  en  Hoi- 
lande  ;  car  void  le  iroifieme  que 
fy  fais  depuis  celuy  de  Breda^ 
fans  vous  y  irouver,  vous  dij" 
je,  qui  ;/t'  pouviez  paffir  irois 
mois  fans  y  aller^  quand  meme  il 
auroit  fallu  pour  ccla  quitter 
vos  orangcrs  6f  Ics  ir.igncmies  de 
Bruxellcs. 

Je  rCay  point  de  nouvellcs  a 
vsus  mander  \  le  Rcjident  de 
Limthourg  nioyant  ajjure  qu*il 
vous  avoit  appris  la  conclufon 
du  trait e  que  nous  avonsfaii  icy  : 
fattens  de  jour  en  jour  les  ratify 
cations.  On  veut  a  t out e  force 
me  faire  paffer  icy  pour  habile 
homrne^  a  caufe  que  fay  acbeve 
\^  fignc  en  cinq  jours  un  traite 
ft  important  pour  toute  la  Chre- 
tientc :  mais  je  vous  diray  le  je* 
erei  ;  quand  on  arrache  les 
chojes  de  Icur  centre ^  il  faut  du 
terns  £5f  de  In  peincy  &  ninne 
de  PaddreJJ'e  pour  les  fVirc  mcu- 
voir  ;  mais  hrs  qu^il  nc/l  quC' 
Jlion  que  de  Irs  y  ramn:n\  la 
7iat w  c  y  aidtfi  puijjatnnw  •  ■  t^fju  il 
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them  a-going.  Now,  I  think, 
a-ftriA  alliance  is  the  true  cen- 
ter of  our  two  nations.  There 
was  alfo  another  accident, 
which  contributed  very  much 
to  this  afFair,  and  that  was, 
a  great  confidence  arifen  be- 
tween the  Pcniioner  and  mt ; 
he  is  extremely  pleafed  with 
me,  and  my  fincere  open  way 
of  dealing ;  and  I  with  all 
the  reafon  in  the  world  am  in- 
finitely pleafed  with  him  up- 
on the  fame  fcore ;  and  look 
on  him  as  one  of  the  great- 
eft  genius's  I  have  known, 
as  a  man  of  honour^  and  the 
moft  eafy  in  convcrfation,  as 
well  as  in  bufinefs.  In  (hort, 
the  two  nations  are  clofer  uni- 
ted than  if  there  never  had 
been  a  war.  For  affairs  in  ge- 
neral I  can  tell  you  nothing, 
but  that  our  common  defign 
is  to  give  peace  to  all  Chriften- 
dom,  fo  that  if  France  pleafes, 
they  may  have  it  this  fpring  ; 
if  not  (as  Monfieur  d'£ftra- 
des  fays,  at  lead  not  after  our 
fafhion)  they  may  have  their 
fill  of  the  war.  For  the  con- 
vention at  Aix,  I  can  tell  you 
nothing  till  we  get  an  anfwer 
from  France  and  Brufiels, 
where  we  have  already  fent 
advice  of  our  dcfenfive  league, 
and  of  our  treaty  or  project  of 
the  peace. 


This 


mfaut  quafi  que  latr  da 
hranU:  $r^  je  croy  qu* 
troite  albance  eft  U  an 
nos  deux  natims,  11  y  a 
un  accident  qui  a  fort  cot 
a  cetti  affaire  \  cefl  lapi 
confianci  qui  nous  a  recij 
ment  unij  Monfieur  U 
onnaire  (5*  moy :  ilfe  hue 
^  de  ma  mamire  dagh 
comme  vous  faveZy  eji  tt 
francbe  &  ouverte ;  &  fi 
me  loue  infiniment  de  luy 
ay  toutes  les  raifom  du  ; 
&  je  dois  a  tout e  fa  condi 
eloges  qu^il  donne  a  la  m 
je  U  regarde  comme  un  d 
grand  genies  que  fay  i 
avec  ceLiy  tres  homme  de 
dun  commerce  egalemen 
foit  dans  les  negotiations 
dans  la  conver/ation.  £f 
con  fiance  eft  prefentement  r 
entre  les  deux  nations ;  ^ 
croy  mime  plus  entiere  que 
avcit  jamais  eu  de  guerre, 
les  affaires  genet  ales  y  je  n 
ftmrois  dire  autre  choje^  j 
que  notre  deffein  unanime 
donner  la  pair  <5f  la  tran 
te  a  toute  la  Chretienti 
forte  que  ft  la  France  le 
elle  Paura  ce  printems  ; 
ne  le  veut  pas  (ainfi  q\ 
Monfieur  le  Cointe  dEjl 
qui  aJQUtCy  que  du  moins 
fera  pas  dune  paix  de 
fafon)  elle  aura  tout  fan 
de  guerre.  Touchant  la 
Vintion  a  Aix  jufqii  a  i 
nous  ayons  refponje  de  1 
ist  de  BruxetleSy  je  ne  v 
faurois  rien  dire.     Nou 
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avms  iija  dewiiavis  it  imhrt 

ligui  defenfiv€y  &  di  nstritraiti 

9U  projet  de  pair, 

Thb  at  Icaft  may  fcrve  for         Du  Ttwins  acyftrvira  afrur^ 

ail    new  health  at  your  German     idr  urn  nouvelle  fanti  dans  vos 

Ke^afts,  when  the  old  ones  are    /i/fins   AUemans^    hrfyue  let 

Rone  round  ;  and  will  at  the     andennes  aurmtfatt  Uur  romk 

aauae  time  help  to  put  you  in     accoutvmee  ;  &  cela  vousfairm 

vnind  of.  Sir,  your,  &c»  en  mlmi  terns  fouvemrdi^  Mm^ 

fieur^  votrey  ^c. 

To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Feb.  12,  N.  S,  i668* 

TH  E  arrival  of  the  ratifications  here  was  recei- 
ved with  the  fame  difpofitions  of  general  fatif- 
fadHon  and  joy,  that  the  treaty  was  concluded :  thofe 
of  the  States  will,  I  doubt,  be  fomething  later  ready, 
though  occafioned  only  by  a  delay  in  the  aflembly  of 
the  States  of  Friezland  and  Zealand  \  but  new  dif* 
patches  were  yefterday  fent  away  for  haftening  both  i 
and  Monfieur  de  Witt  aflures  me,  the  20th  of  this 
month  will  be  the  latell  I  Ihall  expefb  them,   and  he 
hopes  all  may  be  ready  fomething  fooner.     I  ihall 
prefs  it  all  I  can  poffibly,  and,  immediately  after  the 
exchange  made,  Ihall  demand  my  audience  of  Conge^ 
and  away  to  Bruffels  to  purfue  his  Majefty's  inftruc- 
tions  there  •,  I  cannot  tell  with  what  fuccefs,  becaufc 
I  know  not  with  what  mien  the  Marquis  has  enter- 
tained our  projcft  of  the  peace,  nor  yet  having  heard 
one  word  from  him  in  anfwer  to  all  I  have  writ  upon 
this  fubjedt.  I  wifh  fome  of  his  vifions  may  not  give 
it  another  face  than  what  it  ought,  I  am  fure,  to  re- 
ceive from  the  true  prefent  ftate  of  the  Spanifh  af- 
fairs ;  for,   in  that  cafe,  I  know  his  way  of  arguing 
fo  well,  as  to  expedl  he  fliould  fay  there  is  no  reafon 
for  them  to  give  money  to  lofe  their  towns  •    but 
that,  in  cafe  his  Majefty  will  enter  into  their  defence. 
Vol,  I.  Z  he 
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h£  (t^\\  want  no  mooey  the  lodks  can  gnx  hin  » 
tberetorc,  he  mufc  be  piled  oo  ciuc  fkie  bjr  the  Count 
of  Molina  and  Baroo  de  I'llbla,  as  veil  as  by  boc  here  $ 
and  not  oaly  dupoicd  to  accept  the  akematiTC»  bac  tx> 
receive  it  as  the  grcasefl  eSsd  ai  prcient  of  his  Ma^ 
jefty*s  good-wili  to  the  prelenratioa  of  Flaadcrs,  and 
fiep  towards  a  future  detcnfive  league  between  us  and 
them,  and  Holland,  fc;  the  genenlfktety  of  theSpa- 
aUh  Crown. 

Though  I  (hall  not  fail  of  my  part  in  preCing  all 
thefe  points  on  ihis  Cde,  yet  the  unpreirions  will  be 
tzCcr  given  the  two  Minifters  there  than  the  Marquis 
here,  as  perfons  ibmething  more  lubltantial  in  their 
conceptions  upon  this  point ;  and  will  have  more 
weight  upon  his  Excellency,  coming  from  their  own 
Minifters,  than  from  me  :  for  the  point  of  money  to 
be  furni(hcd  by  the  States  upon  the  towns  of  Guelder- 
land^  the  whole  matter  was  difmified  by  Monfieur  de 
Witt  till  the  Marquis's  acceptance  of  our  project  was 
declared  -,  upon  which  the  Baron  de  Bai^yck  will 
return  to  purfuc  it,  and,  in  cafe  of  a^war,  by  obfti- 
nacy  of  the  French  refufal,  I  doubt  not  but  the  mat- 
ter will  be  eafy,  the  Marquis  offering  Ruremond  and 
Vci\!o,  tlvoogh  Monfieur  de  Witt  infifts,  as  yet,  up- 
on  the  lort  ot  Gclre^  and  two  others  by  Sluys,  which 
the  Marquis  fays  he  has  no  power  to  treat  upon. 

i 'or  their  opinion  of  the  French  expedition  into  the 
Franchc  Coinptc  they  fecm  little  ftartled  at  it,  be- 
lieving it  may  the  more  incline  the  Spaniards  to  re* 
ccivc  our  ofiiccs  for  tlic  peace  according  to  the  treaty  j 
aiul  that  pofiibly  fome  exchange  may  be  found  cosw 
venicntfor  the  Spaniards  between  parts  of  the  Franche 
Comptc  and  thoi'e  towns  of  F*landers  which  are  now  in 
the  rVonch  poflefllon,  and  lie  in  the  very  bowels  of  the 
reft  of  that  dominion  ;  which  areCourtray,  Tournay, 
Oudcnard,and  Acthi  for  the  reft,  theyrefolve  to  make 
^ood  the  [>eace  to  the  Spaniards,  without  the  lofs  of 

any 
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any  thing  more,  than  was  aftually  in  the  French  hands 
at  the  time  of  our  treaty  being  ugned,  whatever  new 
progrefles  they  may  make  before  the  conclufion  ;  and^ 
in  cafe  France  fhali  refufe,  or  feek  evafions,  I  do  not 
believe  they  will  be  the  leaft  backward  from  entering 
into  the  war. 

I  ihould  formerly  have  marked  that  all  which  is 
digefted  in  our  treaty,  and  that  is  to  pafs  in  our 
negotiation  with  France  upon  this  occafion,  the 
States  avoid  calling  our  parts  a  mediation  ;  becaufe 
they  fay  that  fcems  to  import  a  neutrality,  whereas, 
upon  the  failing  of  our  offices  towards  a  peace,  we 
are  to  take  our  parts  in  a  war. 

For  the  method  and  manner  of  our  joining  toge* 
ther  in  purfuit  of  the  war,  if  it  grow  to  engage  us  by 
the  French  refufal,  Monfieur  de  Witt  tells  me  frank- 
ly his  opinion  is,  for  us  to  enforce  the  towns  of  Flan-* 
ders  by  fuch  of  our  troops  as  will  be  neceflary  to  de- 
fend them,  or  at  leaft  to  draw  on  long  and  expenfive 
fieges,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  with  our  feveraJ  fleets, 
to  make  the  (harpeft  impreflions  we  can  upon  fome 
of  their  coafts,  and  feize  fome  of  their  towns,  and 
force  them  that  way  to  neceflary  divifions  and  diver- 
fions  of  their  forces,  as  well  as  give  countenance  to 
whatever  difcontents  may  arife  among  them  at  home, 
upon  fuch  an  occafion.  Upon  my  arguing  that  an 
imprefllon  would  be  the  fliarper  and  the  fafer,  per- 
haps, if  it  were  made  by  our  fleets  in  one  place,  but 
with  joint  forces ;  he  faid,  he  did  not  fee  how  our 
fleets  could  pofllbly  join,  for  the  point  of  the  ^<r:;i//!0)i; 
and  fell  into  a  go(xl  deal  of  difcourfe  upon  that  mat- 
ter, as  the  only,  now  left,  that  could  ever  occafion 
any  difpute  among  us ;  being,  at  length,  bottomed 
upon  our  mutual  intereft,  and  the  wrangling  about 
little  points  of  commerce  being  taken  away.  All  I 
could  draw  from  him  upon  the  point  of  the  pavilion 
was,  that  they  would  give  all  to  the  King's  fliips  at 

Z  2  fea, 
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fca,  which  theirs  or  any  other  Ambafladors  gave  to  his 
own  perfon  in  his  kingdom,  \Crhere  his  dominion  was 
as  abfolute  as  he  could  pretend  it  to  be  in  the  narrow 
feas  ;  which  is,  to  uncover  firft,  and  cover  laft ;  fo  that 
all  their  fhips  fhould  vail  to  ours  when  they  met,  in 
cafe  ours  would  in  return  take  down  the  pavillen  as  a 
civility  to  thefars  afterwards  5  and  theirs  fhbiikl  re- 
main vailed,  till  we  had  fet  up  our  pavilion  again*    I 
told  him  I  could  fay  nothing  to  that  matter,  which  I 
knew  was  very  delicate  ;  but  that,  if  ever  we  agreed 
in  that  point,  I  thought  it  muft  not  be  by  articles  or 
treaties,  but  by  concert  between  the  Minifters  of  each 
fide  -,  as  for  the  States,   firft  to  give  abfolute  or- 
ders to  all  their  Captains  to  vail  to  the  King's  fliips, 
whenever  they  met  them  in  the  narrow  feas  ;  and,  ac 
the  fame  time,  to  fignify  fo  much  to  his  Majefty  in  a 
letter  of  compliment,  and  as  a  refolution  taken  upon 
confideration  of  fo  near  and  happy  an  alliance,  as  was 
now  entered  into  between  the  nations  :  upon  which 
his  Majefty  might  confider,  what  returns  of  civility 
he  would  be  content  bis  Captains  Ihould  make  an  ally 
fo  near,  as  this  State  wzs  now  likely  ever  to  be  to  the 
Crown  of  England. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  was  willing  to  fall  into  any  ex- 
pedient, and  laid,  that,  whenever  I  came  into  Eng- 
land, he  would  hope  I  might  bring  this  laft  matter  to 
pafs  as  happily  as  I  had  done  all  the  reft  ;  that  his 
Majefty  (hould  find  he  would  be  wanting  in  nothing 
that  the  point  of  civility  or  deference  might  require 
in  this  matter,  provided  it  were  without  acknowledge- 
ingour  pretenfions  to  the  dominion  of  thefea,  which 
they  muft  die  rather  than  do  ;  but,  in  what  (hould 
pafs,  they  would  leave  us  to  our  interpretations,  and 
keep  themfelvcs  to  theirs. 

For  the  provifional  articles,  according  to  my  word, 
which  made  way  for  the  treaty's  conclufion,  I  told 
Monfieur  de  Witt  his  Majefty  had  in  his  anfwer  gi- 

vea 
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vcn  mc  leave  to  do  it,  with  an  article  for  the  meeting 
cfCommiflioners,  at  both  parties  deflre,  to  complete 
what  ihould  be  defedHve,  and  change  what  ihould  be 
found  inconvenient,  and  cut  off  any  thing  that  ihould 
be  fuperfluous,  fo  as  it  might  appear  to  be  an  original 
treaty  betweea  us,  which  would  be  more  for  our  ho- 
nour than  to  copy  after  the  French  :  that,  though  his 
Majefty  had  given  me  this  leave,  in  compliance  to  the 
States,  yet  he  had  rather  the  thing  fhould  now  be 
left  to  Commiflaoners  for  thefeends,  than  concluded 
with  reference  to  them  hereafter,  I  made  his  Ma- 
jefty*s  conceffion  in  this  point  eafy  for  thefe  two  ends  ; 
that  either  they,  finding  his  Majf  fty  indiflferent  in  it, 
might  grow  fo  too ;  men  being  commonly  apt  to  pull 
the  harder,  the  fafter  another  holds  :  or  elfc  (if  they 
refolved  to  infill  upon  it,  fince  I  was  already  engaged) 
to  value  a  thing  which  cofts  his  Majefty  nothing  for 
as  much  obligation  as  I  could  to  the  States,  which 
niight  make  way  for  fomc  material  return  upon  an- 
other Qccafion, 

Monfieur  de  Witt  feemed  very  much  pleafed  at 
his  Majefty's  compliance  with  them  in  this  point  % 
and  faid,  if  I  knew  his  Majefty's  pleafure  in  any  par- 
ticulars which  he  defired  (hould  be  added,  or  any 
others  changed  for  common  convenience,  he  defired 
me  to  tell  him,  and  doubted  not  but  we  ftiould  end 
it  in  twenty-four  hours  ;  but  he  was  unwilling  it 
fiiould  fall  into  other  hands,  or  remain  undone,  for  the 
reafons  I  mentioned  in  one  of  my  laft.  After  much 
difcourfe,  and  no  way  left  to  avoid  the  thing,  we 
agreed  it  fiiould  be  done,  but  with  an  ample  article 
for  the  meeting  of  Commiflioners  for  thofe  forefaid 
ends  ;  and,  after  the  perpetuity,  I  will  endeavour  to 
get  in  thefe  words ,  Aut  qucufque  faltem  ex  utriufque 
partis  confcnfu  indicentur  commijjarii^  or  fome  words  to 
that  purpofe.  And  likewife,  in  the  preamble  of  thisfc- 
parateinftrument,  fome  expreflions  of  this  kind  :Ut  om- 
mbusinnotefcat  quamJincerdfanSidquefide  nuper  contrast  de 

Z  3  amicitiie^ 
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mmcitiit^  ncn  modo  inprafnis^  fidmpifiercs^  ttieniit 
vtrt  voluerunf:  and,  addive/lmUipemiMsqu^cunqme9i$u 
mods  diffenfionum^  fed  et  liiium  ei  altercstionum /mmm  : 
tndy  ad  pTdecideudam  jpem  mtmem^  ettxpeBativmrn^  quo^ 
rumcunque^  pr^dWam  amicitiam  novis  siHrcatmmims  Im^ 
htfaElatam  iri^  intereffepsffu.  Which  are  things  diat 
come  now  oniy  into  my  head,  but  ihall  be  digefied 
againft  we  meet  to-morrow  upon  this  occafion.  And 
this  is  all  that  is  poflible  for  me  to  do  in  this  macccr, 
and  which  at  leaft  is  likely  to  haften  the  ezcliange  of 
the  ratifications,  and  to  leave  our  alliance  the  cleareft^ 
^rmeft,  and  moft  confident,  that  can  be.  I  conftcfs  I 
am  troubled  that  it  cannot  be  otherwife,  becaufe  your 
Lordfhip  fays,  his  Majefty  would  rather  hare  had  it 
fo':  and,  if  you  had  not  (ent  me,  after  the  treaty's  arri« 
val,  an  explanationof  what  was  written  to  me  in  an  im« 
intelligible  cypher,  it  had  been  fo,  and  my  words  had 
been  fafe  ;  but  I  think  it  had  been  worfe  in  leaving  a 
diiTatisfaftion  between  us,  which  is  now  avddc^ : 
and  I  find  my  Lord  Keeper,  in  a  letter  to  me,  fcems 
to  put  no  weight  upon  it,  if  done  in  the  manner  men- 
tioned ;  and  I  know  you  both  put  a  great  deal  upon 
any  perfon's  (employed  by  his  Majefty)  being,  and 
palling  for,  an  honeft  man. 

No  poft  going  from  hence  till  the  end  of  the  week, 
I  have  refolved  to  difpatch  this  by  the  yacht  that 
brought  over  my  brother,  whofe  orders  it  feems  arc 
to  return  immediately  :  but  I  know  not  how  to  find 
the  fafe  conveyance  for  the  Dutch  ratifications,  un- 
lefs  another  yacht  be  fent  for  them  about  a  week  or 
ten  days  hence  ;  and  to  that  end  I  fhall  leave  them 
with  Mr.  Carter  at  my  Lord  Craven's  houfe  here, 
and  who  does  all  his  Lordfhip's  bufinefs,  who  (hall 
deliver  them  to  any  pcrfon  that  brings  a  letter  from 
your  Lordftiip  to  that  purpofe.  This,  I  think,  will 
DC  much  better,  than  to  venture  them  with  me  in  my 
2  journey 
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|oarney  to  Bruffels,  or  opon  a  paiTage  from  dicncc. 
I  am  cvcr>  my  Lord»  yours,  &c. 

P.  S.  I  had  forgot  the  mention  of  this  inclofcd  me- 
inoHal,  givea  in  ye&erday  to  the  States,  and  by  their 
order  fent  me  with  a  compliment.  They  would  receive 
iiothing  without  communicating  it  to  me :  they  re<- 
folve,  upon  the  Marquis's  anfwer  for  the  treating  at 
Aix,  to  fend  likewife  thither,  but  refer  the  qualities 
or  number  of  perfons  to  the  Marquis's  intentions  of 

f>ing  himfelf,  or  fending  fome  delegate  ;  and  that 
fuppofc  will  depend  upon  Don  Juan's  coming  over, 
In  the  mean  time,  the  States  are  abfolutely  of  opinion 
with  me,  that  no  treaty  xan  begin  with  good  inten- 
tions on  the  French  fide,  unlefs  they  confent  to  afuf- 
pengon  of  arms  while  it  lafts  ;  and  therefore,  that 
the  force  of  our  joint  inftances  at  Paris  is  to  be  put 
upon  that  point* 

To  Sir  Orlando  Bridgma%  Lord  Keeper. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Feb.  12,  N.  S.  1668. 

I  Received  by  myljrother  the  honour  of  your  Lord- 
Ihip's,  and  therein  the  teftimony  of  your  favour 
to  me  in  a  manner  fo  obliging,  and  indeed  altogether 
iextraordinary,  that  I  know  as  little  how  to  acknow- 
Jedge,  as  to  dcferve  it ;  and  therefore  I  fliall  not  en-* 
iarge  myfelf  upon  a  fubject,  where  I  am  fure  not  to 
fucceed  as  I  defire  ;  but  leave  it  to  time,  and  the  con- 
Aancy  of  my  fervices,  to  exprefe  how  very  fenfible  I 
^m  of  what  I  owe,  and  how  great  a  value  I  place  up* 
on  that  part  your  Lordfhip  is  pleafed  to  allow  me  in 
your  good  opinion  and  memory,  of  which  I  beg  the 
continuance,  efteeming  them  among  the  very  belt  of 
•my  pofleflions. 

I  have  written  to  my  Lord  Arlington  at  large,  upon 
lie  confidence  of  this  fafe  conveyance  by  the  return 
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of  the  yacht,  which  will  give  your  Lordfliip  your 
Jhare  of  trouble,  but,  withal,  a  full  prolped  of  the  dif- 
pofuions  here,  and  confequently  the  prefent  as  well  as 
future  eflate  of  our  alliance,  if  it  be  purfued  with  the 
fame  dirednef^  it  has  been  contrafted ;  and  the  happy 
continuance  whereof,  I  am  perfeftly  of  your  Lord- 
fhip's  mind,  is  the  true  intereft  of  both  nations,  and 
will  be  the  fureft  fupport  of  his  Majefty's  honour^ 
and  the  kingdom's  fafety,  as  well  as  fatisfadion.  The 
expreflion  your  Lordlhip  pleafes  to  make,  of  endea- 
vouring, in  your  ftation,  the  inviolable  obfervation  of 
it,  I  fhall  value,  before  I  part,  to  Monfieur  de  Witt 
and  the  other  Commiffioners,  as  it  deferves,  which 
will  be  eafy  to  do  :  for  I  dare  fay  very  truly,  that  the 
general  opinion,  conceived  here  of  your  Lordfhip^s 
and  my  Lord  Arlington's  honour  and  fmcerity,  and 
unbiaffed  purfuit  of  the  true  intereft  of  the  kingdom, 
has  very  much  contributed  to  the  fuccefs  of  my  late 
negotiation,  and  been  indeed  the  fpring  of  any  honour, 
that  your  Lordfhip  or  any  others  may  attribute  to 
me  in  the  conduft  of  it. 

It  will  not  become  me  to  take  no  notice  of  thofe 
repeated  oSers  your  Lordftiip  pleafes  to  make,  in  a 
faftiion  fo  extremely  obliging,  to  favour  me  in  any 
of  my  own  concernments  ;  and  therefore  I  fliall  hum- 
bly recommend  to  you  the  countenancing  my  wife  in 
her  purfuing  the  payment  of  my  ordinary  allowances 
while  I  am  abroad ;  fince  the  narrownefs  of  my  own 
fortunes  (while  it  pleafes  God  to  continue  my  father's 
life  to  us)  will  not  fuffer  me  to  ferve  his  Majefty 
without  troubling  him,  as  I  am  forced  to  do,  when- 
ever five  or  fix  months  of  my  ordinaries  are  grown  in 
arrears.  Therefore,  upon  your  Lordftiip's  engage- 
ment, I  will  tell  my  wife,  (he  may  beg  your  counte- 
nance to  her  when  (he  begins  her  next  purfuit  of  that 
kind  5  and,  that  you  may  the  more  confidently  own 
your  favouring  me  in  this  point,  I  will  alTure  your 
2  Lordfliip, 
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Liordihipy  his  Majefty  (hall  never  be  troubled  with  any 
purfuits  of  mine,  farther  than  what  he  has  pleafed  to 
make  my  due,  by  any  ordinary  eftablifhment,  though 
lower  than  that  of  a  much  cheaper  country,  as  I  am 
informed  ;  but  that  is  very  indifferent  to  me  \  for  I  am 
perfeiUy  content  to  live  juft  in  the  pofturc  his  Ma- 
jefty  thinks  fit  I  fhould,  while  I  ferve  him  5  and  very 
willing  to  fpend  his  allowance  and  my  own  revenue^ 
but  no  more  ;  which  is  the  plain  truth  of  my  ftory. 
And,  I  doubt,  now  the  funds  at  Antwerp  fail,  out  of 
which  I  have  been  hitherto  paid  by  my  Lord  Arling- 
ton's favour  to  me,  fomething  againft  the  Commif- 
iioners  inclination,  I  may  find  longer  attendances  up- 
on  the  Exchequer,  for  that  is  grown  or  growing  due, 
than  my  occafions  will  fuffer,  which  makes  me  ufe 
this  liberty  to  your  Lordfhip  ;  though  I  Ihould  not 
have  done  it,  had  you  not  now  twice,  and  of  yourfelf, 
encouraged  me. 

For  the  obliging  meffage  my  brother  brought  me 
likewife  from  your  -Lordfhip's  favour  to  me,  befides 
my  acknowledgements,  I  ftiall  only  fay  that  ♦  what 
your  Lordfhip  pleafed  to  mention,  would  be  as  agree- 
able to  my  inclinations  as  any  thing  I  know  ;  but  I 
(hall  never  prefume  to  afk  any  thing  of  that  kind  from 
his  Majefty,  no  more  th^n  of  any  other,  referring  my 
ftation,  and  every  thing  elfe,  wholly  to  his  pleafurc 
and  choice,  while  I  have  the  honour  of  ferving 
him  :  befides,  I  find  every  body  here  and  in  Flan- 
ders defigns  another  poft  for  me,  at  lead  for  a  month 
or  two  this  fpring,  if  the  treaty  happens  to  be  at  Aix  ; 
believing,  that,  having  had  fo  much  part  in  what  has 
been  done  already,  I  am  likely  to  have  fome  part  in 
that  too :  and  I  confefs,  becaufe  people  are  fallen  into 
this  thought,  1  may  take  the  contrary  for  a  mark  of 
his  Majefty's  not  being  fatisfied  with  me  in  what  is 
paft ;  and,  becaufe  I  at^  by  advance  inftrufked  in  the 

*  It  was  that  he  fhonld  be  Secretary  of  State. 

bufinefs. 


356        Letters  of  Sir  JFittiam  TTempk^ 

Tque  denuifH  prdediElam  amcitiam  novis  Utibus  concuffim 
Mta  labefaSatam  irij  snierejfe  poterit :  in  fubfequentes  ar^ 
ticuks  larinque  cemetUum  eft^  qui  pro  norma  et  reguld 
ejufmodi  rerum  mariiimarum  et  mtrcatur^  bine  inde  re* 
digend^  muiub  et  perpetuo  obfervabuntur^  aut  quoufytie 
faltem  ex  utriufque  partis  arbitrioet  confenfu  Commijarii 
indicentur  et  convenianty  ad  uberiorem  eis  de  rebus  omm^ 
bus  navigationifque  legibus  traSatum^  et  communi  utrin^ 
fue  commodo  et  ulterior e  experientid  dirigendum. 

Sequuntur  articuli. 

Conclufio. 

C  UM  autem  rerum  omnium  et  conventionum  commo* 
da  aut  incommoda  non  nijl  traSiu  temporis  mutuaque 
txperientia  documentis  penitus  indagari  poterunt  \  con^ 
ventum  itaque  ejl  ut  quocunque  demUm  tempore  utrique 
parti  id  vlfumfuerit^  ex  communi  confenfu  indici  et  con^ 
venire  poterunt  utrinque  delegati  Commijarii,  quorum  cur^ 
erit  et  operis  quodcunque  in  fupra  memoratis  articulis  de- 
feciffe  reperietur,  fupplercy  quodcunque  autem  incongruum 
et  utrinque  incommodum,  mutare  aut  circumfcribere,  et 
uberiorem  demum  hifce  de  rebus  omnibus  tra£latum  abfoU 
vere  prorfus  et  perlimare. 

To  the  States  atfirjl  audience. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

WHereas  his  Majefty  of  Great  Britain,  the  King 
my  Mafter,  hath  already  found  the  good  et- 
feds  of  the  late  peace,  concluded  at  Breda  with  your 
High  and  Mighty  Lordlhips,  by  the  general  latisfac- 
tion  of  his  Majefty's  fubjefts,  as  well  as  his  own,  and 
doubts  not  but  your  Lordfliips  have  likewife  found 
the  fame  effcfts  among  your  people  in  general,  as  well 
as  among  yourfelves  :  his  Majefty  efteems  nothing 

more 
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more  likely  to  incrcafe  the  mutual  fatisFa6tion,  nor  to 
aflfure  the  fafety  of  both  nations,  than  an  increafe  of 
the  confidence  and  friendfhip  already  contrafted  be- 
tween his  Majefty  and  your  Lordfhips,  by  a  ftrifter 
and  firmer  alliance  at  this  time. 

And,  whereas  his  Majefty,  contented  with  thofc 
great  and  powerful  kingdoms  and  dominions,  which 
Almighty  God  has  given  him  by  an  undifputed  fuccef- 
fion,  covets  nothing  from  his  neighbours,  nor  has 
other  thoughts  or  wifties,  befides  thofe  of  the  com- 
mon peace  and  repofe  of  Chriftendom  ;  his  Majefty 
finds  himfelf,  in  this  conjundhire,  fenfibly  touched  by 
the  calamities  fo  many  others  are  like  to  feel  from 
the  continuanceof  the  war  lately  broken  out  between 
the  neighbour  Crowns,  and  which,  in  courfe  of  time, 
cannot  but  involve  moft  of  the  Princes  and  States  of 
Chriftendom,  unlefs  the  flame  be  quenched  before  it 
rife  too  high.  And  his  Majefty  believes,  that  nothing 
can  fo  much  contribute  towards  a  fafe  and  fudden 
compofure  of  that  quarrel,  nor  confequently  reftore 
the  peace  of  Chriftendom,  as  a  joint  mediation  of  his 
Majefty  with  your  High  and  Mighty  Lordfhips  (to- 
gether with  each  other's  allies )  between  the  two  Crowns, 
now  in  war. 

Upon  thefe  two  confiderations,  his  Majefty  hath 
thought  fit  to  fend  me  to  your  Lordftiips  with  full 
powers  to  treat  and  conclude  upon  what  fliall  be 
found  neceflary,  between  his  Majefty  and  your  Lord- 
fhips, in  the  adjuftment  of  all  matters  tending  to 
thefe  great  ends.  And  fince  nothing  can  bring  thefe 
negotiations  to  be  of  efiFeft,  fo  much  as  the  fuddenefs 
of  their  conclufion,  I  defire  your  Lordfhips  to  ap- 
point fuchCommiflioners  as  you  fhall  think  fit,  with 
whom  I  may  fall  upon  the  treaty  of  thefe  matters,  and 
to  whom  I  am  ready  to  expofe  the  full  powers  which 
his  Majefty,  the  King  my  Mafter,  has  given  me  upon 
this  occafion. 

At 
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Amy  Aidience  of  Leave  to 
the  StateS'GeneraL 

High  and  Mighty  Lordsy 
TJ  I S  Majefl  y  of  Great  Bri- 
-*^  tain  the  king  my  Matter, 
having  feen  fo  happily  finifh- 
ed,  and  in  fo  few  days,  three 
feveral  treaties  with  your  High 
and  Mighty  Lordfliips  ;  by 
which  the  common  fecurity  of 
both  nations  is  eftablilhed^the 
feeds  of  all  new  differences 
entirely  rooted  out,  and  the 
way  laid  open  to  the  peace 
of  Chriftendom,  in  cafe  our 
neighbours  proceed  with  the 
fame  good  faith,  wherewith 
we  have  begun  :  his  Majefty 
thinks  he  has  no  farther  oc- 
cafion  for  mv  fexvices  here,  be- 
caufe  Miniftcrs  are  only  pro- 
per for  fattening  and  cement- 
ing a  confidence  and  friend- 
fbip ;  whereas  ours  is  fo  firm- 
ly ettablifbed,  as  not  to  require 
any,  even  the  mott  ordinary 
fupports. 

For  this  rcafon,his  Majetty 
has  ordered  my  return  toBruf- 
fcls,  there  to  purfue,  in  con- 
cert with  your  Lordfhips,  in 
favour  of  our  neighbours, 
what  we  have  here  concluded 
for  ourfclves.  But  his  Majetty 
has  commanded  me,  upon  my 
departure,  to  afTure  your  Lord- 
fhips from  him,  that,  as  all 
things  arebeft  prcferved  by  the 
fame  means  they  are  begun, 
fo  his  Majetty  v/ill  not  fail  for 
ever 


Amon. 
auxEftacft 
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menty  bf  m ft  feu  e^hmrr^  tm% 
divert  traitex  enncr.  H.  f^f. 
S.  par  Ufqueb  lafmtfi  emmmt- 
ne  des  deux  naUam  viemt  fiirt 
retaUit ;  lesfemencei  dk  imttm 
litmteuiUet  £fc9rdes  emieretmMt 
deraciniesy  &  It  chemin  a  la 
paix  &  au  npot  ntoetri  pcmr  Im 
Chretitntiy  en  cat  qtie  n0s  %mfbu 
iy  portent  offec  la  mime  fay  i^ 
la  mime  frandjift  ftd  nous  Pa- 
deja  fait  ackenuner  \  fa  Majefl 
te  creit  r^  avoir  plut  b^fiin  da 
may  en  ce  liet^  pttifque  let  Aii* 
mjlret  ne  fervent  tf  nefortipra^ 
pres  qtia  cimenter  et  entretenir 
la  confiance ;  mait  la  nStre  fa 
veit  etahSefter  de  fi  foHdes  fm* 
dement  qu^elle  n^attra  plus  befoin 
det  appuit  ni  des  aidet  ordimti-' 
ret. 

(?efl  poitrquoyfa  Majejle  or^ 
dornie  mon  retour  a  Brujfellesy 
pour  y  pQurfuivre  de  concert 
avec  y.  S.  enfaveur  de  not  voi^ 
finsy  ce  que  nous  venont  de  con^ 
clurre  icy  pour  notutnemet :  mait 
elle  nCa  commande  fur  mon  de^ 
part  iaffurer  V.  S.  de  fa  part^ 
que  ccmme  tme  chofe  rCeJI  jamais 
tnieux  confervie  que  par  Us 
principes  qui  Pont  fait  naitre^ 
aujfi  fa  Majefti  ne  manquera 
pas  iohferver  confiammet^  tout 

ce 
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ever  to  obferve  what  he  has 
now  cencluded,  with  the  fa^qie 
faith,  the  fame  fincerity,  and 
the  fame  open  heart,  whece- 
with  he  gave  command  they 
{hould  be  negotiated :  and  his 
Majefty  doubts  not  at  all,  that 
your  Lordfhips  are  entirely  re- 
folved  to  proceed  after  the  (kme 
manner,  which  is  the  higheft 
mark  o£  a  perfe£t  confidence 
to  be  given  at  prefent. 

For  my  own  particular,  I 
cannot  part  from  hence,  with- 
out expreffing  my  fatisfa£tion 
at  the  fincere  and  Judicious 
proceeding  of  your  High  and 
Mighty  I^rdfbips  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  thefe  negotiations  ; 
and  particularly  at  the  great 
prudence  you  have,  fbewn  in 
the  choice  of  thofe  Commif- 
ftoners  you  gave  me.     Their 
candour  and  fincerity,   their 
great  capacity  and  application, 
did  contribute  very  much  to 
the  quick  and  happy  conclu- 
fion  of  our  treaties.     For  my 
own  particular,  as  I  fljall  ever 
bear   in  mind,  with  joy  and 
pleafure,  this  (hort   fpace  of 
time  I  have  pafled  with  your 
Lordfhips,  in  whatever  part  of 
the  world  I  may  be ;  fo  I  (hall 
always  contribute  by  my  good 
wifhes,  and  whatever  fervices 
I  may  be  capable  of,   to  the 
fupport   of  this  good    intelli- 
gence, fo  happily  reftored  be- 
tween both  nations.     In  the 
mean    time,   God  Almighty 
take  your  High  and  Mighty 
Lordmips  into  his  holy  pro- 
tedion. 

^  LetUr 
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a  qui  viiftt  iitre  concbt^  &r  ce^ 
la  avec  autwtt  de.  bomufoy^  avat 
lamimefinceritifi^lamimedroi'^ 
ture  de  cteur,  qt^on  luyavuti^ 
moigner  lors  qu*iUe  Fa  fait  neg^^ 
cier :  et  fa  Majefie  ne  doutt 
point  que  V.  S.  nefoiententiere^ 
ment  refilasatemr  la  mime  C9n^ 
duite  afon  egard  ;  &r  ^eflla  k, 
dernier  fceau  qui  doit  etre  appeji 
di  part  bf  d^  autre  a  nos  traitex 
peurpreuve  d'une  parfaitt  con^ 
fiance. 

Pour  ce  qui  meregarde  enpar^ 
ticuUer^  je  nelauroisfortir  d^icy 
fans  me  huer  lautement  de  laju-^ 
dicieufe  ^  fmcere  conduite  de 
vos  //.  &f  P.  S.  dans  tout  k 
cours  di  cette  negociation^  ii 
parti culierement  de  Fextremi, 
prudence  que  vous  avez  fait  pa-^ 
roitre  dans  le  choix  de  meJfUiers 
les  Commffaires  que  vous  nfave% 
donnez,  Leur  candeur^  leur  ca^ 
pacite  confommeey  leur  ardeur^ 
i^leur  application  pour  r affaire 
propofee^  n*ont  paspeu  contribue 
au  bonheur  ^  a  la  rapidite  d$ 
la  conclufum  de  nos  traitez.  Pour 
mcy^  commeje  me  fouviendray^ 
toute  ma  vie  avec  joye^  ^  mime 
avec  tendreffe^  du  court  efpace  de 
tems  que  f  ay  pafie  prh  de  V.  S. 
auj/i  dans  quelque  lieu  du  monde 
queje  fois  appelle  a  poffer  ma 
vie^je  ne  negligeray  jamais  de 
ccntribuer  par  mes  vceux^  par 
toutes  fortes  defoins^  l^  defer^ 
vices  dont  je  me  croiray  capable^ 
au  maintien  de  cette  mutuelle  in^ 
telligence  que  je  voisfi  heureufe- 
ment  retablie  entre  les  deux  na- 
tions, CefendarA  je  prieray  Dieu 
ardemment  de  prendre  vos  //.  ^ 
P^  S,  fousfa  faint e  protection, 

Lettrc 
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A  Letter  frm  the  States  to 
the  King  ef  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

Feb.  i8,N.S. 
SIR,  1668. 

T  is  merely  in  compliance 
to  cuftom,  that  we  do  our- 
Cdves  the  honour  to  write  to 
joiir  Majefly,  in  anfwer  to  the 
letter  you  were  pleafed  to  fend 
va,  relating  to  Sir  William 
Temple :  i^r  we  can  add  no- 
duns  to  what  your  Majefty 
has  feen  yourfeu  of  his  con- 
dndy  by  the  fuccefi  of  the  ne- 
gotiation committed  to  his 
charge  As  it  is  a  thing  with- 
cat  example,  that,  in  fo  few 
days,  three  fuch  important 
treaties  have  been  conclude^  ; 
lo  we  canlay,  that  the  addre(s, 
llie  vigilance,  and  the  (inceri- 
ly  of  this  Minifier,  are  alfo 
without  example.  We  are 
extremely  obliged  to  your  Ma- 
jeAv,  that  you  are  pleafed  to 
naxe  ufe  of  an  inftrument  fo 
pfoper  for  confirming  that 
firia  amity,  and  good  intelli- 

Smce,  which  the  treaty  at 
reda  had  fo  happily  begun  : 
and  we  are  bold  to  fay,  that, 
if  your  Majefty  continues  to 
make  ufe  of  fuch  Minifters, 
the  knot  will  grow  too  faft, 
ever  to  be  untieid ;  and  your 
Majdihr  will  ever  find  a  moft 
particular  fatisfadton  by  it,  as 
well  as  we,  who,  after  our  moft 
hearty  thanks  to  your  Ma- 
jefty for  this  favour,  fliall  pray 
God,&c.  andremain,Sir,4cc. 
ALetter 


Lettre  de  Recreance  deb 
part  des  Efiacs,  au  Roy 
de  la  Grande  Bretagne. 

Le  xSdeFevr.S.AT. 
SIR£,  1668. 

f^Rftift  puf9urfatisfmre  aim 
^  €$Aymi  fui  mm  nuts  dm' 
nms  Pbemiiur  Jtkrire  a  vitre 
Majifti^  en  ripmifi  di  la  lettre 
fi/ilhiya  tlimusecrireaufu' 
jet  di  taanfitur  le  Cbeva&er 
Ten^  ;  car  neus  ne  pniveus 
rten  ajeuter  a  a  pie  vkre  Ma-- 
jefieminma  vu  di  fa  cmdmti^ 
far  li  fucces  di  la  negeciatiem 
qmbif  avmt  He  c»tifiei^  Com» 
nu  iejl  vm  cbofefam  exempli 
^  eunu  Ji  peu  di  jeurs  treis  fi 
tmpertam  traitez  mt  eti  e^u/lez^ 
auffi,  pouvoMS-mus  £re  que  ra-" 
dreffe^  la  vigilance^  (st  la  fin-^ 
cerui  di  ce  ACmftre  fent  aafi 
fans  exen^.  Nwsjemmis  ^'« 
en  fort  obBgez  a  V\  M.  de  a 
qtld  luy  apifefervir  turn  ar- 
JhrumiHtpfrefre  a  achever  et- 
etreindre  le  naeud  d^amitii  bf  de 
bomu  intelligence  que  le  traite  de 
Breda  avait  cemnunci  aferrer  : 
et  mus  ojons  dire^  quefielle  cm-- 
tinue  tempUyer  di  femblables 
A£nj^resy  le  lien  devsendra  in^ 
diffmbUj  ^  elli  en  tirera  ton-- 
jours  urn  fatisfa^m  toute  par* 
ticuSere  aujfihien  que  nous^  qui 
apres  Faveir  remercie  de  tout 
nitre  cenar  de  cettefaveur^  fri^ 
erern  Dieuj  is^c,    Sire^  file. 


Monfieur 
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A  Letter  from  Monjieur  de     Monfieur  dc  Witt  a  Mi- 
Witt  to  my  Lord  ArUng-  lord  Arlington, 

ton. 


Feb.  14,  N.  S. 
My  L$rd^  1668. 

A  S  it  was  impofiible  to  fend 
^^  a  Minifter  of  greater  ca- 
pacity, or  more  proper  for  the 
temper  and  genius  of  this  na- 
tion, than  Sir  William  Tem- 
ple ;  fo,  I  believe,   no  other 
perfon,  cither  will,  or  can, 
more  equitably  judge  of  the 
difpofition   wherein    he    has 
found  the  States  to  anfwcr  the 
good  intentions  of  the  Kmgof 
Cjreat- Britain,     Sir  William 
Temple  ought  not  to  be  Icfs 
fatisfied    with    the   readinefs 
wherewith   the   States    have 
pafled  over  to  the  concluding 
and  figning  of thofe  treaties  for 
which  he  came  hither,  than 
they  (the  States)  are  with  his 
conduct,  and  agreeable  man- 
ner of  dealing  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  negotiation.     It 
appears,  my  Lord,  that  you 
thoroughly  underftand   men, 
and  beffowyourfriendfhipon- 
Jy  upon  fuch  as  dcferve  it,  fmcc 
you  caufe  perfons  to  be  em- 
ployed who  acquit  themfelves 
fo  worthily,     I  think  myfelf 
happy  to  have  negotiated  with 
him,  and  that,  by  his  means, 
your  Lordfliip  hath  been  plea- 
led  to  give  me  a  new  teflimo- 
ny  of  your  goodwill.    For  the 
favour  you  fay  his  Majefty  is 
pleafed  to  have  for  me  \  I  have 

Vol.  I.  no 


Le  14  Feor. 
Monfieur,        S.N.  1668. 
rOmme  il  rfholt  pas  fojfibli 
^  ttereuoyer  icy  un  Mmftre 
plus  capable  ni  plus  propre  pour 
le  naturel^  le  genie  de  cette  m» 
tion  que  Monfieur  le  Chevalier 
Temple ;  aujfi  croy-je  que  Con 
f^auroitfas  p£  choifir  une  per- 
forme  qui  puijfe  ou  veidUe  tbts 
eqiiitabUmentjuger  de  la  dijpofi^ 
tion  en  laquelle  il  a  trouve  us  E^- 
tats  a  repondre  aux  bonnes  ^ii- 
tentions  du  Roy  de  la  Grande 
Bretagne.     II  ne  doit  pas  etre 
moinsfatisfait  de  la  promptitude 
avec  laquelle  les  Etats  ont  pafsl 
outre  d  la  conclufion  ^fignatun 
des  traitezpour  lef quels  tleftve* 
nu  icy  ;  qtiilsfont  de  fa  condsd^- 
tey  (ff  defa  kelle  mantere  d^agir 
en  toute  lafuite  defa  negocia" 
tion.     II  paroitj  Monfieur ^  que 
vous  vous  connoiffez  en  hommes^ 
iff  que  vous  ne  donnex  votre  a-> 
mitie  qu'  a  ceux  qui  la  meritent^ 
puifque  vousjiaites  employer  des 
pcrfonnes  qui  s'acquittentfi  dig-- 
ncment.     Je  inejlime  heureux 
^ avoir  eu  a  negocier  avec  luy^ 
^  de  ce  que  par  fon  moyen  il 
vous  aplu  me  donner  un  nouveau 
temoignage  de  votre    bienveil- 
lance.     Pour  ce  qui  eft  de  la 
bonte  que  vous  dites  que  fa  Ma^ 
jejle  a  pour  moy  ;  je  ne  Pay  me- 
rite  point  que  par  le  refpeci  que 
fay  pcur  fa  perfonm  Royale^ 
A  a  do^ 
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no  otherways  defenxd  it,  than 
by  my  rcfpefls  for  his  Royal 
perfon,  whereof  I  (hall  endea- 
vour to  give  proofs  upon  all 
eccafions  his  Majcfty  will 
pleafe  to  afford  me.  In  tTie 
mean  while,  I  (hall  wait  with 
impatience  for  fome  opportu- 
nity to  (hew  how  fenfible  I 
am  of  all  your  Ix>rdfliip's  ci- 
vilities, which  I  (hall  ever  ac- 
knowledge, by  a  true  efteem 
for  your  merits,  and  by  a 
ftrong  paffion  to  let  you  fee, 
that!  am,  with  «s  much  fin- 
cerity,  as  you  can  defire,  my 
Lord,  your,  &c. 


d$?it  je  tacbtray  di  luy  domur 
cUs  preuves  a  toutes  Us  occajms 
qu*ille  me  fna  la  grace  di  nien 
faire  naitre.  yatiens  bien  avec 
autant  d impatience  celles  ouje 
vous  puijfe  temoigner  combienje 
fnis  Jififihk  a  toutes  vos  civi^ 
liteZj  quejereconnoitray  toujour  s 
par  un  veritable  eftime  pour  vo- 
tre  meritej  ^  par  tme  tresfort 
pajfum  de  vous  faire  voir  que  jc 
fuisavec  autojit  defincerite  que 
vous  pouvex  defirety  Monfieur^ 
voire  J  Wc. 


The  Triple  Alliance  copied      Faftum  tripliciter  con- 
from  the  origiml  papers.  ventum . 


TTI^Hereas,  by  the  latetrea- 
^^  ty  concluded  at  Breda, 
between  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  States  General 
gf  the  United  Netherlands, 
both  nations  have  been  refto- 
red,  through  the  bleiling  of 
God,  to  that  ancient  friend- 
fhip  and  good  correfpondence 
which  was  between  them :  and 
in  order  to  cut  oir  all  occafi- 
ons  of  farther  differences,  and 
to  prevent  all  new  accidents, 
which  might  tend  to  the  dif- 
turbance  of  the  faid  amity  and 

frood  correfpondence  of  the 
ubje<Eis  on  either  part,  fome 
articles  and  rules  of  naviga- 
tion and  commerce  were  there 
agreed  ;  and  particularly,  by 
the  eleventh  article  of  the  faid 
vcary,  it  was  ordained,  that 
the 


(^UandoquidcmpaSfis^  non  its 
**^^  pridem  Breda  inter 
Magna  Britannia  Hi' 
gcniy  l^  feeder ati  Belgii  Ordi^ 
nes  generates^  ccnclufis^  priftina 
inter  utramque  nationem  amid- 
tia  ac  bona  corrcfpondentia  an^ 
nuente  divina  gratia  rejiitutay 
adeoque  ad  pracidindam  omnem 
omnino  in  pojierum  nffvis  Sjjidi^ 
is  anfam^  atque  ad  pravcnien- 
da  nova  inter  utriufque  partis 
fubditos  accidentia^  qua  diHam 
awicitiani  ac  bonam  corrcfpcn- 
dentiam  turban  ediquando  pof" 
Jinty  in  articulos  quojdam  liges^ 
que  navigationis  ac  commercio" 
rum  ibidem  confenfum  atquefpe^ 
ciatim  undecinio  di£ti  tra£fattU 
arti^ulo  Jlatutum  fit^  uti  dic^ 
tus 
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the  faid  King,  and  the  faid 
Statcs-Gcnerali  (hall  be  ob- 
liged as  friends,  allies,  and 
confederates,  mutually  to  de- 
fend the  rights  anJ  immuni- 
ties of  each  other's  fubjefls, 
againft  all  fuch  as  (hall  endea- 
vour to  difturb  the  peace  of 
cither  State  by  fca  or  by  land, 
*  or  fuch  as,  living  within  the 
dominions  of  either,  (hall  be 
declared  public  enemies  by 
the  one  Or  the  other :  and  bc- 
caufe  it  is  not  particularly  de- 
termined, in  what  way  and 
manner  the  faid  confederates 
(land  obliged  mutually  to  fuc- 
cour  each  other  ;  and  that  it 
is  the  fixed  refolution  of  the 
faid  King  of  Great  Britain^ 
«nd  of  the  faid  States-Gene- 
ral, more  and  more  to  corro- 
borate and  accompli(h  the 
faid  agreement  :  therefore  in 
the  firft  place,  and  above  all 
other  things,  they  confent  to 
confirm  the  faid  treaty  con- 
cluded at  Breda,  together  with 
the  faid  laws  of  navigation 
and  commerce  relating  to  the 
fame,  as  by  tliefe  prefents  they 
are  confirmed,  under  a  mutual 
and  undifToluble  obligation  to 
obfcrve  and  accompli(h  them 
truly  and  faithfully,  and  to 
command  the  fuhjefts  on  both 
fides  exaftly  and  religioufly  to 
obferve  and  fulfil  them  accord- 
ing to  the  genuine  fenfe  and 
tenor  of  the  faid  treaty  and  ar- 
ticles :  and  for  the  better  af- 
certainin;r  the  mutual  affift- 
Ence  that  the  particf  areto  give 
each 


tus  Dominus  Rex,  dlSltque 
Domini  Ordims  GevuraleSy  ma^ 
neant  amid  confoederati  map- 
fetudine  et  amicitioy  conjunct  it 
a/hitUy  ad  jura  atque  immuni^ 
tates  fubditsrum  alt  utrlus  cofi" 
tra  quojatnque  /ti... \m- ruendas^ 
qrti  ulriujvs /fistiu  pa:em  terra 
marive  dijhirbare  conahunturj 
vel  qui  infra  alterutra  domitua 
degentes  publici  utriufque  flatus 
hojies  denunciabuntur ;  nequi 
tamenj^cifice  definita  repei'iaK'- 
tur  media,  auxiUave,  quibus 
faederatorum  tars  una  alterij 
tali  in  cafu,  fuccurrere  debeat: 
di6lo  autem  magme  Britarmis 
Regiy  diSlifqui  Ordinibus  Ge^ 
neralihus^ftet  fententia  ijibat 
paSfa  corroborandi  magis^  ma* 
gifque  perfciendi,  placuit  impri^ 
mis  atque  ante  omnia,  di^um 
tra£iatum  Breda  conclufum^ 
diifafque  leges  navigationis  ac 
commerciorum  eo  fpelf antes  con-' 
firmare,  quemadmodum  perpra^ 
fentia  cmfirmantur,  obligatiom 
mutua  atque  indiffhlubili  eas 
bona  fide  obfervandi  atque  ad^ 
implcndi,  jubendiqtu  ut  a  fub^ 
ditis  utrinque  exalte  atque  reli^ 
giose  obferventur  atque  adimple^ 
antur,  juxta  genuinum  di£H 
tra^atds  diSformnque  articulo' 
rum  fenfum  ac  tenorem.  Ut 
autem  praterca  de  fpedaliore 
auxilisrrtm  mutuo  prafiandorum 
A  a  2  ir- 
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each  other,  which  was  omit- 
ted in  ihe  preceding  treaty  ; 
for  increahng  amity  and  friend- 
ihi:?  between  the  faid  King 
;;nd  States- General,  and  that 
full  j^foviaon  may  be  made  by 
a  nearer  alliance  and  union, 
ibr  the  fafct)'  and  mutual  de- 
fence of  both  States,  againS 
the  pernkrious  endeavours  and 
hoftile  attempts  of  any  enemy 
under  any  pretext  whatever  : 
We  whofe  names  arc  under 
written,  in  virtue  of  the  or- 
ders and  full  powers  granted 
to  us,  and  hereunder  to  be  in- 
fcrted,  do  covenant  and  agree, 
that  the  (aid  King  of  Great 
Brit.iin,  and  the  uid  States- 
General  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands, (hail  be  mutually  obli- 
ged, united,  and  confederated 
together,  as  they  arc  by  the 
force  and  virtue  of  thcfe  pre- 
fents mutually  obliged,  united, 
and  confederated  in  a  perpe- 
tual league  dcfenfive,  in  the 
manner,  and  under  the  con- 
ditions following. 

I. 

That,  if  any  Prince,  State, 
or  other  perfon  whatever, 
without  exception,  (hall  under 
any  pretext,  invatle,  or  at- 
tempt to  invade  the  territories, 
countries,  or  any  places  that 
]ie  within  the  dominions  of 
the  faid  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, or  (hall  exercife  any  ad>s 
o-  hodility  by  fea  or  by  land, 
again fl  the  (aid  King  or  his 
fubjeds,  the  fiiid  States-Gene- 
2  ral 


defignatiom  friorihus  paGis  # 
mij/a^pro  amcitia  inter  iii^wi 
Dominum  Regent^  diSioppit  D9 
nunos  Ordirus  Gemrales  inert 
mtnto  majori  conftet^  utqtufi 
curitati  et  defenfioni  muiu^  k* 
triufqui  Jiatus  conira  mfefl^, 
conatus  vtl  iufukus  bofttUs  i 
quoquam  forte  ^utamqui  Jenum 
Jubpratextu  tnfiitiundoSy  cro 
tiori  faedere  atqtie  wu^tu  fU* 
ruprofpiciatur\  nos  Infra  farlp' 
tty  'oirtute  mandati  pUmsgfm 
potejiatis  ndbis  corteefit  atfiu 
infer!  us  infer  etuLc  anwemmm 
atque  Jiatmmui  di^tnm  Dmrn^ 
num  ftiagnm  Britamum  Regemi 
di^ofque  Donunosfcedirnti  Bgl* 
gii  Ordines  Ge/urales^  hm^ 
cem  ohjlriciosy  unites  atque  a«- 
foederaUs  fore  \  quenmdnmdmm 
vi  ac  vigore  prmjentinm  invi^ 
cem  obftri^i^  um'ti  atqm  con-' 
fivderati  futtty  faedere  deftnfiva 
perpetuoy  modo  atque  cmtditioni-^ 
bus  fequentibus. 


^sd  fi  Prindpmn  Statu* 
umvc  aliquisy  out  quilibet  alius  ^ 
qualipunque  iUe  tandem  fueritj 
nemine  exceptQ^fub  quccunque 
prat  ex  tu  invaferitj  vel  invade^ 
re  tentaverity  territorial  regio* 
nefqucy  aut  loca  qiuelibet  fub 
ditione  di^i  magna  Britannige 
Regis  yitay  aliumve  quenuun^ 
que  attum  ho/iilem  terra  marivt 
antra  dictum  Dominum  Regent 
ejttfve  fubditas  exercuerit ;  di£li 
Domini 
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Tal  fhall  be  obliged,  as  by  vir- 
tue of  thefe.prefents  they  are 
t^bliged,  to  fend  forty  (hips  of 
5var,  well  furnifbed  with  all 
thinM  neceflary,  to  affift  the 
faid  King  to  oppofe,  fupprefs, 
and  repel,  all  fuch  infuflts  and 
ads  of  hoftility,  and  to  .pro- 
cure him  due  reparation  for 
any  damages  fuftained  :  that  is 
to"  fay,  fourteen  of  the  faid 
fhips  ihall  carry  from  fixty  to 
eighty  great  guns,  and  four 
hundred  men,  a  juft  allowance 
and  computation  being  made, 
as  well  with  refpecft  to  thofe 
(hips  that  carry  a  greater,  as 
thofe  diat  carry  a  leiler  num- 
ber of  men  :  fourteen  other 
(hips  (haH  carry  from  forty  to 
(bcty  guns,  and,  one  with  an- 
other, three  hundred  men  at 
the  leaft,  allowance  to  be 
made  as  before,  and  none  of 
the  reft  to  carry  lefs  than  fix 
and  thirty  guns,  and  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men.  Befides 
which,  they  (hall  affift  him 
with  fixthoufand  foot  foldiers, 
and  four  hundred  horfe,  or 
(hall  pay  a  fum  of  money  with 
due  regard  to  the  juft  value  of 
fuch  an  ailiftance,  either  for 
the  whole,  or  a  part,  at  fhe 
choice  of  the  faid  King.  All 
thefe  aids  (haH  be  furni(hed 
within  fix  weeks  after  they 
(hall  be  demanded  ;  and  the 
faid  King  (hall  reimburfc  the 
whole  chargetothe  faid  States, 
within  three  years  after  the 
iX)aclu(iQa  of  the  war. 


Domini  Or  dines  Generahs  tenf 
burttuTj  quemadmedum  viriut 
prafentium  tenentUTy  diifo  DcT 
mi  no  Regiy  ad  infuhus  ios  a^fuf" 
jue  hofliUs  arcendosy    fuppri- 
mendosy  atque  rtpelUndoSy  df 
Intamque  d^mni  dati  nparatio^ 
nem  ohtinendamy  auxilto  adijft 
quadraginta  navihus  belBcispro^ 
be  injlruilis ;  quorum  quatuor^ 
decern  a  fexagtnta  ad  o^ginta 
tormenta  bellica  majora^  Somi» 
nefque  quadringenioi  ferant  fin-^ 
guheyfaila  jufta  compenfation€ 
out  retributiont  inter  eas  qtug 
nunurofiorey  et  eas  qua  minus 
numerofo  militenautaque  injbmc^ 
ta  erunt :    quatuordecem  alia 
a  quadraginta  adfixaginta  tor- 
mentisy  hominibujque  ad  mini^ 
mum  triceraisy  ja6la  compenfa^ 
tione  ut  fupray   inJiruSfa  ftnt 
qualibet :   et  nulla  reliquarum 
minus  ferat  quam  triginta  fex 
tormentay  hominefque  centum  it 
quinquaginia ;  atque  infuperfex 
mille  peditibusy  et  equitibus  qua^ 
dringentis  ;  vel-valon  jufio  bu^ 
jufmodi  auxilii  inpecunia  nurm* 
randoy  prout  di£fo  Domino  /Jf- 
gi  eligere  p/acuerity  vel  parte 
tali  pradiSfi  auxiUiy   aut  di^ 
vaioris  in  pecuniuy  qua  a  di^o 
Domino  Rege  expetetur.    Pret* 
Jlahnntur  autem  Ai^a  auxi&m 
ifttra  fex  fepti manor  umj'patium 
pqftquam  pojfulata  fuerint\  <£rV- 
tijque  DominisOrdinibus  a  di£fo 
Domino  Rege  refundentur  im^ 
pcnfa  omnes  intra  triennium^ 
a  finito  atque  extinQo  beJlo  nu" 
merandwn. 


II,That,        A  a  3 


.n.  ^od 
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II. 

That,  if  any  Prince,  State, 
6r  other  perfon  whatever, 
without  exception,  fhall,  un- 
der any  pretext,  invade,  or  at- 
tempt to  invade,  the  United 
Provinces,  or  any  places  fitu- 
ated  within  the  jurifdiclion  of 
the  laid  States-General,  or  gar- 
rifoned  by  their  foldiers  \  or 
(hall  exercife  any  a£t  of  ho- 
Aility  by  land  or  by  fea,againft 
thefaid  States -General  or  their 
fubjeAs  ;  the  faid  King  fhall 
be  obliged,  as  by  virtue  of 
thefc  prefcnts  he  is  obliged,  to 
fend  forty  {hips  of  war  well 
furni(hed  with  all  things  ne- 
ceflary,  to  aiTiit  thefaifi  States- 
General,  to  cpi^ofe,  fupprefs, 
9nd  repel,  all  fuch  infults  and 
ads  of  hoflility,  and  to  pro- 
cure due  reparation  for  any 
damages  fuftaincd  by  them  : 
that  is  to  fay,  fourteen  of  the 
faid  fhips  (hall  carry  from  fix- 
ty  to  eighty  greut  guns,  and 
four  hundred  men  \  a  juft  al- 
lowance and  computation  be- 
ing made,  as  well  with  regard 
to  thofe  (hips  that  carry  a 
greater,  as  thofe  that  carry  a 
leflcr  number  of  men  :  four- 
teen other  (hips  (hall  carry 
from  forty  to  fixtyguns,  and, 
one  with  another,  three  hun- 
dred men  at  the  Icaft  ;  allow- 
ance to  be  made  as  before  ; 
and  none  of  the  reft  to  carry 
]efs  than  fix  and  thirty  guns, 
and  a  hundred  and  Atty  men. 
Befides  which,  he  (hall  aflift 
them 


II. 
^od  ft  Principfim  Sm 
uwvi  allquisy  aut  quiUbgi  alii 
qualijcunque  lilt  tandetnfutn 
nemim  ixccpto^  fub  quaaaif 
fratsxtu  invaferit^  vtl  invad 
n  Untavcrit  Pravindas  Canfc 
dtratas^  aut  loca  qu^libet  Ji 
d'ttiom  di^Iorum  Domineru 
Ordinum  Gawabum  fita^  % 
in  quihm  ipforum  miUs  pntj 
dio  pofttus  f//,  aliumve  quett 
cuKque  adum  hoftikm^  tn% 
marive^  contra  diclos  Domin 
Ordines  Generala^  eorum\ 
Jubditos  exercuerit  j  dl^us  Di 
minus  Rex  tencbitur^  quetnac 
modum  virtutc  pncfentium  ti 
netuf\  di6tis  Dcminis  Ordin 
bus  GencralU'us  ad  infukus  « 
a£lufque  hsjiiUs  crccndos^  fup 
primi'ndcSy  aiqu£  repcUendos^  di 
bita/nque  dajnni  dati  reparatio 
7itm  obtincndam^  auxilio  adejj 
quadraginta  navllui  bdiicii  pra 
be  mjirudfis  :  quay  urn  quaiuor 
decern  a  fixaginia  ad  ccio^int 
tormenta  bcllica  majcroy  bsmi 
nefque  quadringentos  fir  ant  fin 
guLe  J  fachi  jujia  compenfatio 
ne  aut  retribuiione  inter  ea 
qua  numcrofore.  et  eas  qua 
minus  ymmercfo  milite  nauttiqu 
injiru^ia:  erunt  :  quctuordectn 
alix^  a  quadraginta  ad  fexa- 
ginta  iormentisy  hcminitufqu 
ad  miniinum  trecentis^  fa£li 
compcnfatione  ut  fupra^  in/hue- 
ta  fint  qunUhct  :  et  nulla  r/- 
li(juarum  minus  ferat  quam  tri 
gr;ta  fcx  tormenta^  hcminefqui 
centum  et  quinquaginia  :  atqui 
infuptit 
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infuper  fix  mille  peStibuSy  it 
iquitibus  quadringentis ;  vtlvo^ 
hre  juflo  hujufmdi  auxiUi  in 
picunia  HumeranJ§y  prout  ££lis 
Dominis  Ordimbus  itigeri  pla^ 

"^f '?.  *^'  A'^'^f  ^^  pratti^H 
4iuxiliiy  aut  di£ii  vakris  in  pi-' 
cunia,  qua  ab  iifdcm  expititur^ 
Praftabuntur  auUm  diGa  au* 
xiiia  intra  fix  fepttmanarum 
fpatium  pojlquam  pojitdata  fu" 
it  tilt  :  aiSioque  Domino  Kegia 
diSiis  Dominis  crdinibus  rifitn" 
dentur  impmja  omnes  intra  tri* 
innium  a  finiio  atqui  ixtin£t9 
hdlo  numcranduttu 


them  with  fix  thoufand  foot 
foldiers,  and  four  hundred 
horfe,  or  ihall  pay  a  fum  of 
money,  with  due  regard  to  the 
juft  value  of  fuch  an  ai&ftance, 
either  for  the  whole  or  a  part, 
4t  the  choice  of  the  faid  States. 
All  thefe  aids  fhall  be  furnifb- 
cd  within  fix  weeks  after  they 
iball  be  demanded  :  and  the 
faid  States  {ball  reimburfe  the 
whole  charge  to  the  faid  King, 
within  three  years  after  the 
condufioa  of  the  war« 


III. 

The  faid  Clips  of  war,  and 
the  faid  auxiliary  forces  of 
borfe  and  foot,  together  with 
the  commanders  of  the  (hips 
and  forces,  and  all  the  fubal- 
tern  officers  of  both,  that  fliall 
be  fent  to  the  affiftance  of  the 
party  injured  and  attacked, 
fhall  be  obliged  to  fvibmit  to 
his  pleafure,  and  be  obedient 
to  the  orders  of  him  or  them, 
who  (ball  be  appointed  to 
command  the  armies  in  chief » 
either  by  fea  or  by  laad. 

IV. 
Now,  that  an  exaS  com- 
putation may  be  made  of  the 
charges  that  are  to  be  reim- 
burfcd  within  the  fpacc  of  three 
years  after  the  concIuTion  of 
the  war  ;  and  that  the  value 
of  fuch  affiftance  may  be  ad- 
jufted  in  ready  money,  which 
poffibiy  the  par^  attacked 
may 


III. 
Dina  naves  biUicHj  ac  dk* 
t€B  equiUwi  peditumque  copia 
auxiliareSy  naviumque  et  cojda^ 
rum  pra^e^ii^  atcrique  official 
ks  bellia  minorrSy  vim  atquiin* 
juriam  pajfi Jultmjjiy  ejus  volun* 
totem  rejpicere  ten^buntur^atque 
obfiqui  mandatis  ejus  eorumye^ 
quosjumma  cum  patejiate  exer^^ 
citutfiiQ  terra  marive  pntficm 
voluerit^ 


IV. 

^0  autcm  exa8a  computih- 
tio  injlitui  pojjit  impenjarum^ 
intra  trium  annorum  fpatium 
poflquam  hdlo  finis  impofttus 
fuerit^  rejlituendarum  ;  Vii  eti- 
am  jujii  carundem  valoris  in 
peeunia  nutncrata^  quam  vim 
hofiicam  pajfo^  loco  diSfarum 
navium^  equiium^  peditumqui^ 

A  a  4  vf'l 
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may  chufe,  either  for  the 
whole  or  a  part  of  the  faid 
fhips,  horfe  and  foot ;  it  is 
thought  expedient,  that  the 
fourteen  fhips  carrying  from 
fixty  to  eighty  pieces  of  can- 
non (hould  be  valued  at  the 
fum  of  eighteen  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  fixty-fix  pounds 
Sterling,  or  of  fcnglifli  mo- 
ney; the  other  fourteen  which 
cany  from  forty  to  fixty  guns, 
at  fourteen  thoufand  pounds 
Sterling;  and  the  remaining 
twelve,  at  fix  thoufand  pounds 
of  the  fame  money  :  fix  thou- 
fand foot,  at  feven  thoufand 
five  hundred  pounds  Sterling, 
and  four  hundred  horfe,  at 
one  thoufand  and  forty  pounds, 
for  one  month :  the  money  to 
be  paid  by  the  faid  King  of 
Great  Britain  at  London,  and 
by  the  faid  States-General  at 
Amfterdam,  according  as  the 
courfe  of  the  exchange  ihall 
be  at  the  time  when  payment 
is  to  be  made.  But,  in  con- 
fideration  of  the  fix  thou- 
fand foot  foldiers,  the  fum  of 
fix  thoufand  pounds  Sterling 
(hall  be  paid  within  the  firft 
month,  to  defray  the  expence 
of  lifting  and  providing  the 
men. 


vel  ofnnium  vilpro  forte  eKgert 
forte  plaiuerit  ;  vijum  fust  im^ 
pen/as  qiiatuordecem  naiAum  i 
fexaginta  ad  o^oginta  tormentis 
irj/iruJfarumy  ajiimare  prerio 
odlodecem  milUum  fexcentarum 
et  fexaginta  fex  librarum  Ster» 
lingSy  froe  moneta  Anglicans  ; 
earumque  quatuordecem  qua^  a 
quadraginta  ad  fexaginta  tor* 
mentaferuntj  quatuordecem  mil* 
libus  libris  Sterlings ;  reliqua^ 
rum  autem  duodecem,  fex  milU" 
bus  ejufdem  moneta  libris  :  fex 
mille  autcm  peditesy  feptem  mil* 
libus  et  qidngentis  libris  Ster* 
lings :  ^uadringentos  vero  e* 
quitesy  mille  quadraginta  ejuf^ 
dem  moneta  libris :  pro  quoli» 
bet  menfe  contputandis  :  num* 
mique  a  di^io  quidem  Domino 
Rege  magna  Britannia^  Lon-- 
dini^  a  Dominis  vero  Ordinibus 
Generalibus  Amjlelodami  fol* 
ventur^  juxta  curfuni  cambii  eo 
tempore  quo  folutio  praflanda 
erit  :  pro  primo  autem  menfe 
refpedlu  peditumfupradiSiorum^ 
injiiper  perfohentur  fex  mille 
libra  Sterlings^  pretium  nimi- 
rum  ad  eos  confcribendos  inftru" 
endofque  necefjarium. 


V, 
This  league,  with  all  and 
every  thing  therein  contained, 
ihall  be  confirmed  and  ratified 
by  the  faid  King  of  Great 
Briuin,  and  the  faid  Sutes- 
General 


Fadus  hoc^  omniaque  et  fin* 
gula  eo  contenta^  a  di£fo  Domi* 
no  Rege  magna  Britannia^  die- 
tifque  Dominis  Ordinibus  Ge" 
neralitus  Foedtratarum  Pravin* 
ciarum^ 
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General  of  the  United  Provin-     ciarumy  per  paUntes  utriufyut 


ces,  by  letters  patents  of  both 
parties,  fealed  with  their  great 
feal  in  due  and  authentic  form, 
within  four  weeks  next  cnfu- 
ing,  or  fooner,  if  it  may  be  ; 
and  the  mutual  inftniments  of 
ratification  (hall  be  exchanged 
on  each  part  within  the  faid 
time. 


partis  literasJigiUo  magno  tau" 
nitas  debita  it  authentica  forma^ 
intra  quatuor  ftptimanas  proxi'^ 
trie  fequentis^  aut  citius^  ft  fieri 
poteritj  cmfirmabitur  et  ratiba* 
bebitUTy  mutuaque  ratihabition 
num  inftrumenta  intra  pradif 
turn  tempus  bine  inde  extraden^ 
tur. 


Here  follows  a  copy  of  the         Sequitur  tenor  mandati  afe^ 

powers  granted  by  the  moft  remjfimo  Domino  Rege  magnm 

ferene  King  of  Great  Britain^  Britannia  dati. 
&c. 


Charles,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  King  of  England,  Scot- 
land, France,  and  Ireland,  de- 
fender of  the  fiiith,  &c.  To 
all,  &c. 

A  copy  of  the  powers  grant- 
ed by  the  High  and  Mighty 
Lords,  the  States-Genexul  of 
the  United  Netherlands. 

The  States-General  of  the 
United  Provinces  of  the  Ne- 
therlands, to  all  thoie,  &c. 

In  wit nefi  and  confirmation 
of  all  and  every  part  of  this 
treaty,  we,  whofe  names  are 
underwritten,  have  fubfcribed 
and  fealed  the  fame,  at  the 
Hague  in  Holland,  the  23d  of 
January,  1668. 

Signed  on  the  King  of  Eng- 
land's part, 

fF.  Temple. 

On 


Carolusy  Dei  gratia^  AngU^t 
Scotia^  Francia^  et  Hibermm 
RiXyfidiidefenforji^c.  Omni'^ 


Seqidtur  tenor  mandati j  i 
Celfis  et  Prapotentibus  Domims 
Ordinibus  Generalibus  Foedera'^ 
ti  Belgii  dati, 

Les  Etats  Generaux  des  Pro^ 
vinces  Unies  de$  Pais-Basy  i 
tous  ceux  qui  ces  prefenUs^  iifc. 

In  quorum  omnium  et  Jingw* 
lorum  fidem  majufque  robur^ 
hi/ce  tabulis  fubfcripfimusy  iUaf* 
que  figillis  nojirif  fubfignavi^ 
muSy  Haga»Comtum  in  HoU 
landia  die  zttiojanuariiy  anm 
1668. 

Signed  on  the  King  of  Eng» 
lamPs  party 

W,  Temple. 

Om 
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GiBicom* 
Jfperen, 
J.  di  IVitt. 

Vnhl. 

yac.  Fan  Conwden* 

K.  IJbrants. 


Gellicom. 

Afperen. 

Jobande  Witt. 

CrcMnmoD. 

Unkel. 

Ja.VanCoeverden* 

K.  lihrants. 


THE  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,  and  the  States- Ge* 
ncral  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands, having  with  great  grief 
confidcred,      and      maturely 
vcighedy  the  miferies  znA  ca- 
lamities of  the  late  war  be- 
tweenthe  two  Crowns,  which 
raged  in  their  neighbourhood  ; 
and  having  obferved  that  the 
flames  of  that  fire  have  infi- 
Buatedthemfelves  among  their 
aeighbottfs,  which^  by  inevi- 
table nece£&ty,   will   involve 
the  greateft  part  of  the  Princes 
and  States  of  Chriftendom  in 
the   fame  calamities,    tmlefs 
they  may  be  timely  extinguifb- 
cd^  before  they  gather  greater 
force  ;  have  thought  that  they 
eould.not  difcharge  the  duty  of 
that  truft,  and  the  rcfpefiive 
ofSces>  wherein  they  are  placed 
by  God,  if,  after  the  re-efta- 
blifhmcnt  of  a  mutual  friend- 
ihip  and  alliance  between  the 
nations  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  Netherlands,   and 
the  conciufion  of  a  peace  be- 
tween the  four  powerful  States 
that  were  parties  in  that  bloody 
war,  they  ihould  not  apply 
2  their 


•*^*-  atqui   Ordims    GmtraUs. 
Fcsdira\i     Bijgti^     reputanUs 
at  que  apud  animum  expendent€M 
fummo  cum  dolore  miferias  ca-- 
tamiUiUfyui    belli  ^  quad  nuper 
truer  duos  Coronas  in&nbus  fx^ 
^^J^\^  fm^dque   neciJfUate  qua-* 
dam  insl»t£Jabili  Muutimam  par^ 
tern  Principum   atque  Statuum 
Chrijiiani  orbis  tifdem  invohet 
malUy  ferpente  im§ndu  i/iius 
fiamma  ad  vicinos^  rufi  ten^ef^ 
five  et  in  priKcipio  extinguatur  •• 
exijlimarunt  Je  mdlatenui  func^ 
iuros  partibus  officii  munerifque 
fibi  a  Deo  mandatiyfipofi  feii^ 
citer  infiauxaiam  anddtiamfnb 
aufpiciis  divini  Numinis^  et  re^ 
du£iam  vetercm    necejjitudinem 
intermagnam  Briumniam  etfoe- 
deratum  Belgium^eodemque  tcm^ 
pore  Jiabilitam    pacem     inter 
quatmr  potentcsjiatus^  qui  cru^ 
enti  ijiius  belli  partes  fuernnt^ 
animum    non  appKcent   feduli 
omnique 
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omnifiti  induftrui  ad  con^anai'- 
da  dijfidia  qua  ohorta  funt  in^ 
UrpradiSfas  duas  CoronaSyprdt^ 
ftrtim  ut  memirati  in  pnibus 
kitti  Jlamma  ft^iatur.  Proindi^ 
cum  feriniffmus  magrue  Briton- 
nia  RiXy  et  Celfiprap9tenttfyu$ 
Ordines  faderati  nelgiiy  pofi 
mubum  9peris  infumptum^  va^ 
r'wfqui  oiteftationeiy  ohtinuerint 
a  Chriflramffimo  Rege^  ut  pr^ 
feffusjSt  diStis  Ordinikus  Gitu^ 
raUktsfe  ex  hoc  tempore  anna 
depofiturum^  dummodo  Hijpam 
perati  ftnt  slli  rite  atque  feitm^ 
niter  cedere  per  tra^atum  pacts 
mania  loca  et  mummenta^  ut  et 
cajiellanias    cum  annexisj  pta 
or  mis  in  expeditione  pracedentis 
anni  occupauit  aut  munivit ;  vel 
ut  Hi/pani  permaveantur  in  earn 
tranfcribere  eame  jus  quod  ilBs 
rejiat  in  Ducatu  Luxenhtrgico 
(jSve  Comitatu  Burgundiijprge' 
terCameracum  cum  Camerace^ 
Jio^   Duacum^  jtriam^   Fanum 
St,  Audamart^  Bergas  St.  Vi- 
mciy  Furnas  J  et  LinckiunL,  cum 
Bailluatibus^  Caflellaniis^  ea^ 
terifque  qua  inde  pendent :  Re^ 
gemque  Chrijiian.  pojieriori  ca^ 
jfuy  rejiituturum  Regi  Hifpa'^ 
nia 


tbar  minds  with  the  utmoft 
diligence    and    induftry,    to 
compofe  the  diffeiences  that 
have  arifen  between  the  faid 
two  Crowns,  and  more  efpe* 
cially  to  take  care,  that  the 
flames  of  that  war,    which 
have  been  kindled  in   their 
neighbourhood,  may  be  ex- 
tinguiflicd.      Therefore   the 
moft  fcrene  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  High  and 
Mighty  States  of  the  united 
Netherlands,     having     with 
much  labour  and  earneft  in* 
treaty,  induced  the  moflChrif- 
tian  King  to  profefs  folemnly 
to  the  iaid  States-General,  that 
he    would    immediately  lay 
down  his  arms,  if  the  Spani- 
ards would  either  confent  to 
yield  up  to  him,  in  due  form 
and  manner  by  a  treaty  of 
peace,   all   thofe  places  and 
forts,  together  with  the  Chaf- 
tellanies  and  their  dependen- 
cies, which  he  poflefled  him- 
felf  of  in  the  expedition  of  the 
laft  year ;  or  will  be  perfuaded 
to  transfer  and  make  over  to 
him  all  the  right  that  remains 
to  them  in  the  Duchy  of  Lux- 
emburgh  (or  elfe  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Burgundy)  together  with 
Cambray  and  the  Cambrefis, 
Doway,  Aire,  St.  Omer,  Wi- 
noxbergen,  Furnes,  and  Line- 
ken,   with    their    bailiwicks, 
Cha{lellanies,and  other  depen« 
dencles  \  and,  in  cafe  they  ac- 
cept the  alternative  laft  men- 
tioned,   the  moft    Chriflian 
ICing  will  reftore  to  the  Kirg 

of 
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of  Spain  all  fucfa  placet  and 
territories  as  the  French  have 
poflfcfred  by  their  arms  fmce 
they  entered  Flanders  :  pro- 
vided  the  High  and  Mightjr 
States-General  (hall  on  their 
partpromife,  andrenderthem- 
jclves  guarantees  to  the  moft 
Chriftian  King,  that  they  will, 
by  their  reafons,  and  other  ef- 
fe&udl  means,  induce  the  Spa- 
niards to  agree  to  thcfe  con- 
ditions.    The  faid   King  of 
Oreat  Britain,  and   the  faid 
States-General,  jointly   con- 
clude and  judge,  that  they  can 
do  no  better  fervice  in  this 
conjun(5hjre  and  flate  of  af- 
fairs, either  to  the  two  Kings 
before  named,  or  to  the  reft 
of  the  neighbouring  Princes 
and  States,  than  by  their  joint 
counfels  and    utmoft  endea- 
vours,   to  exhort,    and,    as 
much  as  in  them  lies,  oblige 
the  faid  two  Crowns  to  make 
peace,   upon  the  terms   and 
conditions  before-mentioned. 
To  which  end    we,    whofe 
names  are  hereunto  fubfcribed, 
having  received  full  power  to 
that  efFeft,  have,    by  virtue 
of  thofe  injundlions,  conclud- 
ed and  agreed  the  following 
articles. 

I. 

That  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  States-Gene- 
ral of  the  United  Netherlands, 
£hall  either  jointly  or  feparate- 
ly  (provided  their  intentions 
l>e  mutually  communicated, 
and 


nia  omnia  bca  (Ctioni/fue, 
Gain  arms  tx  quo  Fiandnam 
ingreffifunt  occupavert ;  ta  i- 
ge  ut  Celffit  Pr4Bp§itnits  D  D. 
Or  dints  Gemralis  recibrau  ca^ 
Vianty  RegemqueChripian.  Ji^ 
tartan  reddantj  fe  effeHuros  a^ 
pud  Hifpanos  rationibus  aliifpee 
monuntisy  ut  in  eafdem  canfen^ 
tiant  liges  ;   arbitrati  Junt  fa 
hoc  tempeftati^  at  qui  hoc  rerum 
articuio  opiinutm  navaturos  &pe^ 
ram  non  modo  utrique  prs^hte^ 
rum  Regum^  fed  it  aUis  Frift^ 
cipihus  et  Utatitus  vicinis  ;  J! 
<onjunSlim  commumcatis  confiliis 
coUa.ifqui  operis adhortintur^  it 
quantum fu€arum  virium  ifi  ptr* 
moveant  Japius  di^as  mias  Co* 
ronaSf  ad  incundam  pacem  Ugi^ 
bus   atqui  conditionibus  fupra 
numoratis ;  in  quem  fimm  fac- 
ta nobis y  qui  has  tabulas  fubjig- 
navimusj  potefiati  cum  libira^ 
ex  prafcripto  maruiatorum  nof- 
trorum  convenimus  dcarticulii 
et  capitibus  fequentibus. 


I. 

^od  Rex  magna  Briton^ 
nia^  et  Or  dines  Generales  fa?- 
derati  Beigiiy  conjun^lm  vel 
feparatim^  communicatis  tanun 
omnino  confiliis^  et  fecundum  ea 
di  quibus  mutui  convenerint^ 
ommm 


and  other  Mtnijlers  of  State.        3  7^ 

ommm  operam  omnemqui  induf^ 
triam  adhibebunty  apud  Rtgem 
Cbrifiianiffimum  ut  in  optima 
Ugitimaque  forma  ^folennt  trac- 
tatufpondeat  et  promiitat  Rigi 
magrue  Britamua^  et  foederatt 
Belgii  Ordinihus  GemraHhuSf 
ft  pads  foodus  failurum  cwn 
Rjtge  Hifpama^  citra  omrumy 
quocunque  fub  pratextu^  vel 
quacunque  it  caufa^  exceptiorum 
veldifpenfatiomm  ;  fi  Hifpani^ 
Rix  induci  aut  permcveri  quutt 
per  Regem  magrue  Britarmia^et 
Ordims  faederatos^  ut  cedflt 
Regi  ChriJiianiJJimOy  aut  loca 
anno  praterito  in  Belgica  amis 
occupata^  aut  atiud  tantundem 
valensj  per  traditionem  locorum 
fuperiusnumoratorum  aliorumve 
in  cofttpenfationemy  de  qutbus 
mutuo  confenfu  partes  inter  fi 
convenire  poterunt. 


and  no  way  repugnant  to  this 
agreement)  ufc  their  utmoft 
endeavours  and  induftry  with 
the  moft  Chriftian  King,  to 
perfuade  him  to  promife  and 
engage  in  the  bed  form,  and 
bv  a  folemn  treaty,  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and 
to  the  States-General  of  the 
United  Netherlands,  that  he 
will  conclude  a  peace  and  al- 
liance with  the  King  of  Spain, 
without  any  exception  or  re- 
fcrve,  under  whatever  pretext, 
or  for  whatever  caufe ;  if  the 
King  of  Spain  {hall  be  induced 
or  perfuaded,  by  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  confe- 
derated States,  to  yield  to  the 
moft  Chriftian  King,  either 
the  places  he  poflefied  bimfelf 
of  the  laft  year  in  the  Low* 
Countries,  or  to  give  him  an 
equivalent,  by  delivering  up 
the  places  above-mentioned, 
or  others  in  lieu  of  them,  as 
fhall  be  mutually  agreed  be- 
tween the  parties  concerned. 

n. 

That  the  moft  Chriftian 
King  be  induced  to  confent, 
that  the  prefent  cefTation  of 
arms  in  the  Low-Countries 
may  be  prolonged  to  the  end 
of  the  month  of  May,  to  the 
end  that  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  confederated 
States  may,  in  the  mean  time, 
employ  thcmfclves  with  ail 
diligence,  care,  and  induftry, 
to  procure  the  confent  of  the 
King  or  Queen  of  Spain,  and 
^eir 


IL 

Ut  Rex  Chrijlianijfimiii  con- 
[entire  velit  in  prorcgationem. 
vacationis  armorum  in  Beigica 
adfinem  minfts  Maii^  ut  tern-- 
poris  interea  Rex  Alagna  Bri- 
tanniit  et  fader  at  i  Or  dines  fe^ 
dulo  omnique  induftria  et  diii^ 
gentia  operam  dare  pojpnt  aputi 
Regem  aut  Reginam  Hifpani^^ 
ejufque  confiiiarios^  uti  Ugibus 
conditionibufque  prtcfatis  confent 
fum  adijihere  yiitnt, 

111  J^i 
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their  council,  to  the  aforefaid 
terms  and  conditions. 

III. 
But,  that  themoft  Chriflian 
King  may  have  no  juft  occa-* 
fion  to  rcfufc  to  prolong  the 
ceflation  of  arms,  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  and  the 
confederated  States  (hall  o- 
bhge  thcmfelvcsj  by  the  fame 
treaty,  to  take  cfFe<9ual  care, 
that  the  Spaniards  (hall  yield 
to  France  all  that  was  taken 
the  laftyear  by  the  French,  or 
give  them  an  equivalent,  aa 
toll  be  agreed  with  the  con- 
ientof  both  panics. 

IV. 

That  the  moft  Chriflian 
King  (hall  be  induced  and  per- 
fuaded  to  give  entire  credit  to, 
and  put  full  confidence  in,  the 
aforefaid  promife,  that  his 
arms  may  not,  for  the  future, 
difturb  the  quiet  of  the  Low- 
Countries  :  fo  that  if  it  (hould 
happen,  contrary  to  all  hope 
and  expectation,  that  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  confederated  States  (hall 
not  be  able  by  their  exhorta- 
tions and  earncfl  folicitations 
to  perfuade  the  Spaniards  to 
give  their  confent  to  the  con- 
ditions above-mentioned,  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  next  cnfu- 
ing  May  ;  and  that  it  become 
necelTary  to  ufe  more  effeftual 
means  to  that  purpofe  :  never- 
thclefs  the  French  (hall  not 
ipove  or  introduce  their  arms 
within. 


III. 
Vt  verh  Rex  ChriJUaniJffimms 
nuUa  jufta  ratione  ii€fam  mr^ 
mifliiii  prorogatiimem  rccufare 
fueaty  Rex  Magna  Brttetn^ 
nise  OrMnefque  fstderati  fi 
eodem  traSfatu  obftringent^  id 
fe  effeSfuros  ut  reapfe  Gallia 
cedatur  ab  Hifpanis  dtrme  qttod 
Gallsrum  armis  anna  prtgterit$ 
occupatumfuitj  aut  aliud  fan" 
tundem  vatens^  de  quo  mutta 
fartium  confenfu  corrutnietur^ 


IV. 

^od  Rex  ChriJlianiJJimus 
inducetur  et  permavebitur  pnc^ 
di^o  promijfo  plenam  adhibert 
fidenty  at  que  in  eo  fiduciam  po^ 
nere  velit^  et  ut  proinde  ejus 
arma  in  pofterum  quiffcant  in 
Belgica^  it  a  qui  dent  ut  ft  prec^ 
ter  omnem  Jpem  et  expetlatio'^ 
ncm  Rex  Aiagna  Britannia 
faederatique  Ordines  nequeartt 
per  exhoriationes  obtejlationefque 
permerjcre  Hifpanos  ante  finem 
menjis  Maii  proximi^  ut  confen^ 
fum  adkibcant  condifionibus  fa^ 
pirn  memoratisy  ac  proinde  ad 
media  majoris  efficacia  venire 
necejfe  fit  \  nihilominw  Galli 
intra  fines  et  in  finibus  di^a 
Belgica  fua  arfna  ncn  moFoe^ 
hunt 
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hufU  aut  intr<nbuent :  fed  Rtx 
Magna  Britannia  »t  fadera-- 
ti  Or  dines  fe  ohjlringenty  at-* 
que  infe  recipient  id  fefe  fup  • 
pietttras  quod  necejfum  erit^  ut 
Hifpani  reajpfe  ajiringantur 
uti  pacem  kgibusfupradi^is  ar- 
cipiant  ;  adeoque  Regi  Chrijli'* 
anijjimo  integrum  mn  erit  uOos 
exercere  adius  boftiles  in  di^it 
regiombus^  nequi  uUum  oceupa-- 
re  9ppidum  licet  fpente  fua  ft 
dedere  velit^  mfi  Rex  Magnet 
Britannia  et  fasderati  Ordk" 
nes  ceffent  atque  amittant  effictrt 
id  qutdjam  di^um  efi. 


within,  or  upon,  the  limits  of 
the  Low-Countries  ;  but  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  confederated  States  (ball 
engage,  and  take  upon  them- 
felves  fuch  ncccflary  provifion, 
as  may  effe^ally  oblige  the 
Spaniards  to  accept  the  fore- 
faid  conditions  of  peace  :  and 
it  fhall  not  be  left  to  the  dif- 
cretion  of  the  moft  Chriftian 
King,  either  to  exercife  any 
ads  of  hoftility  in  the  faid 
countries,  or  to  poflefs  him- 
felf  of  any  town,  though  by 
voluntary  furrcndcr ;  unlefs  thi 
King  ot  Great  Britain  and 
the  confederated  States  fhall 
ceafe  and  omit  to  profecutc 
the  things  above-mentioned. 


That,  when  the  peace  is 
made  between  the  two  crowns, 
not  only  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  Confederat- 
ed States,  but  likewife  the 
Emperor,  and  all  the  neigh- 
bouring Kings  and  Princes, 
who  (hall  think  themfelves 
concerned  that  the  quiet  of 
Chriftendom  remain  unlha- 
ken,  and  the  Low-Countries 
be  reftorcd  to  the  enjoyment 
of  their  former  tranquillity, 
fhall  be  guarantees  and  confer- 
rators  of  the  6me :  to  which 
end,  the  number  of  forces, 
and  other  means  to  be  ufcd 
againft  either  of  the  parties 
that  fhall  viobte  or  infringe 
the  faid  peace,  fhali  be  deter- 
mined and  agreed^  that  the 
injury 


y. 

^od^  fancita  inter  duas  Ct^ 
ronas  pacej  ejus  fervanda  fpon-^ 
fores  vindicef que  eruni  in  forma 
omnium  optima^  amplijfima  et 
fecuriffima^non  modo  Rex  Mag- 
na  Britannia^  et  feeder  a  ti  Or- 
dines  J  fed  et  Imperator^  omnef- 
que  Reges  et  Principes  vicini^ 
qui  exijHmabunt  fua  interejfe 
ut  orhi  Chrifliano  inconcujja 
maneat  quiesj  et  Belgica  fua 
reddatur  confietque  tranquVdi- 
tas:  inquemfinemdefnieturco- 
piarum  miiitarium  numerusj  a- 
liaque  media  quibns  utendum 
erit  adverfus  alterutram  par- 
tium  qua  tcmeraverit  vet  vio- 
laverit  pacejn^  ut  injuriam  de- 
mat  ac  parti  Ufa  refarciat. 


VI. 
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injury  may  ceaie,  aixl  the 
party  offended  receive  fatkfac- 
tion. 

VI. 

That  this  agreement,  with 
all  and  every  thing  therein 
contained,  ihali  be  confirmed 
and  ratified  by  the  faid  King 
of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
faid  States-General  of  the  U- 
nited  Provinces,  by  letters  pa- 
tents on  both  fides,  fealed 
with  the  great  feal  in  due  and 
authentic  form,  within  four 
weeks  next  enfuing,  or  foon- 
er,  if  it  can  be  done  \  and  with- 
in the  faid  time  the  mutual  in* 
itruments  of  ratification  fhall 
be  exchanged  on  both  fides. 

In  witnefs  and  confirmation 
of  all  which,  we,  whofe  names 
are  under-written,  have  fub- 
fcribed  and  fealed  the  fame. 
At  the  Hague  in  Holland,  the 
23d  of  January,  1668. 
Signed  as  before. 


Separate  JrtideSy  which 
Jhallbe  oflhejame  Force 
and  Authority^  as  if  they 
bad  been  inferted  in  the 
Treaty  concluded  this  Day 
between  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  and  the 
States-General  of  the  U- 
ftited  Netherlands. 


I. 

1  F,   in  the   procuring  of  a 

^   peace  between  France  and 

Spain,  any  difficulty  fhould  a- 

rife 


VI. 

Pa^a  hoc  coffoenta  omnia" 
qui  it  Jmgula  its  contenta^  d 
dUlo  Domino  Rege  Magna 
Britannia f  di£iifqui  Dominis 
Ordimbus  Gemralibus  fonkra^ 
tarum  Provinciarum^  per  pa^ 
tentes  utriufque  fartis  literas 
figillo  magna  mumtas^  ddnta  it 
authentica  forma^  intra  quatu^ 
or  feptimanas  froxinu  Joquen- 
teSy  aut  citius  fi  fieri  poterit^ 
confirmabuntur  et  ratihabebun^ 
turj  mutua^eratibabitiomim  in^- 
Jlrununia  intra  pradiShim  tem^ 
pus  hinc  inde  extradentur. 

In  quorum  om^um  etfingu-' 
brum  fidem  majufque  robur^ 
hifce  tabuUs  fubfcripfimus^  it-- 
lafque  ftgiliis  no/Iris  fubjigna- 
vimus,  Haga-Comitum  in 
HoUandia  7.7fio  die  *Januarii^ 
j668. 

Signed  as  before. 

Articuli  fcparati,  qui  ejuf- 
demerunt  virtutisatquc 
authoritatis,  ac  fi  inferti 
forent  tradatui  hodier- 
no  die,  inter  Regem 
Magnas  Britannise  ct 
Ordines  Generales  fce- 
derati  Belgii,  conclufo. 


07  in  procurania  pace  inter 

^  Galliam   et   Hifpaniam  fe 

offer  at  aliqua  difficuhas  fuper 

pun£j0 
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rife  about  the  point  of  the  re- 
nunciation ;  it  is  to  be  fo  con- 
trived, that  either  no  mention 
at  all  is  to  be  made  of  it  in 
the  treaty  ;  or,  at  leaft,  the 
form  is  to  be  conceived  and 
fet  down  in  fuch  words,  as 
nothing  may  accrue  to  either 
of  the  two  Crowns,  on  ac- 
count of  the  faid  renunciation; 
nor  any  prejudice  be  created 
to  either  of  them  in  point  of 
right :  but,  if  either  the  King 
of  Spain,  or  the  moft  Chrifti- 
an  King,  refufe  their  confent 
to  this  expedient;  then  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  confederated  States,  (hall 
proceed  againft  the  refufer,  as 
is  agreed  by  the  third  and  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty,  and  in 
the  laft  of  thefe  articles  refpec- 
tively  ;  with  this  condition 
however,  that,  in  cafe  fuch  re- 
fufal  proceed  from  the  King 
of  Spain,  the  moft  Chriftian 
King  (hall  oblige  himfelf  not 
to  make  war  in  the  Low- 
Countries,  according  to  the 
tenor  of  the  fourth  article. 

IL 

That  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  States-Gene- 
ral of  the  United  Netherlands, 
to  the  end  that  all  parties 
may  be  fatisfied,  (hall  oblige 
themfelves  to  ufe  their  utmoft 
endeavours,  that  a  peace  may 
at  the  fame  time  be  eftabli(hed 
between  the  Kings  of  Spain 
and  Portugal ;  but  with  this. 
condition,  that  the  moftChrif- 

VoL.  II.  tian 


punifo  retmnciationis^  ea  imun* 
da  eft  ratio  J  ut  vel  nulla  ijut 
inpadfisfiat  mentio^  vel  ut  ^- 
jujmodi  verbis  concipiatur  foT'^ 
mula^  ut  neutra  duarum  Coro* 
narum  quoad  pr^tdiSf am  renun* 
ciationem  eo  quicquam  accsdat^ 
aut  etiam  inde  creetur  aliquod 
juris  detrimentum  :  quod  ft  ve^ 
ro  Rex  Hifpaniarumy  vel  etiam 
Rex  Chrijuanijftmus^  in  id  con^ 
fenfire  nolint^  adverfus  recufan- 
tern  Rex  Magna  Britannia 
etfosdsrati  Ordines  precedent ; 
ut  conventum  eji  articulo  tertk 
et  quarto  di£ii  tra£fatusy  et  ul^ 
timo  horum  articulorum  refpec" 
tivi :  ea  tamen  conditioner  ut^ 
in  cafu  recufationis  Regis  /fi- 
fpania^  Rex  Chrijlianifftmus  fe 
reciproce  obftringat^  quemadmo  • 
dum  in  articuh  quart o^  Je  nuU 
latenids  arma  moturum  m  Bel- 
gica. 


n. 

S^od  Rex  Magna  Briton* 
nia,  et  Ordines  Generaies  fee- 
derati  Belgii^  ut  prolixius  ab 
omni  parte  fatisfiat^  fe  obliga- 
bunt  omnemfedulo  operam  datu- 
roSyUtpax  inter  Keges  Hi/pa- 
nia  et  Lujitania  eodem  tempore 
fanciri  poffit ;  ea  tamen  lege  ut 
vicijftm  Gallia  fe  cbflringaty  ft 
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tism   King  (hall    alfo  oblige     tarn  cito  nm  pojftt  id  negotitm 


perdtui  ad  exitumy  uti  pax  itttm 
fe  it  Hijpaniam  nibilominus  itu- 
atur  \  hoc  excepto^  ut  Uberumji 
Rigi  Chriftianifftmo  fuppettA 
ferre  Regt  Lu/itania  fcedgrati 
Juoy  iique  auxilio  ejfcy  five  mm- 
ferendo  arma  fua  ut  aliunde  de* 
trahat  hojlem^fwe  alio  quoam^ 
que  modo  quern  fihi  commaJiJ' 
Jimum  atque  maxime  ex  ufufmn 
exijiimahit.  Lift  Hifpam  ad* 
duci  poterunt  ut  conjentiant  i» 
pacemfub  di6Ia  conditioner  atqui 
ea  proinde  concludatur  i  AeJi 
Chrijiianijftmus  tenebitUTj  i 
Belgica  ut  pacaia^  atque  neu- 
trarumpartium  rebus  implicate^ 
onmino  abjiinere\  neque  eijm 
and  the  fame  be  concluded    fofque  erit  quidquam  adverfm 


himfelf,  in  cafe  this  negotia* 
tion  cannot  be  fo  foon  ac- 
complifhed,  that  fuch  a  delay 
(hall  no  way  hinder,  on  his 
part,  the  peace  between  him 
and  Spain ;  except  only,  that  it 
iball  be  free  for  the  faid  mod 
Chriftian  King  to  give  fuc- 
cour  and  aid  to  the  King  of 
Portugal,  his  ally,  either  by 
way  of  attack,  that  he  may 
draw  the  enemy  from  other 
parts,  or  by  any  other  means 
which  he  ihall  judge  to  be 
moft  convenient  and  advanta^ 
geous.  And,  if  the  Spaniards 
can  be  brought  to  confent  to  a 
peace  tinder  the  faid  condition , 


accordingly  ;  then  the  moft 
Chriftian  King  (hall  be  obli- 
ged wholly  to  abftain  from  the 
Low- Countries,  as  pofTefled 
of  peace,  and  not  involved  in 
the  difputcs  of  either  party. 
Neither  (hall  it  be  lawful  lor 
him  to  fosm  any  dcfigns  a- 
gainft  them,  either  by  open 
force  or  clandeftine  praciices  ; 
nor  to  require  any  fatisfac^ion, 
under  the  pretext  of  charges 
and  expfcnces  to  be  fuftaincJ 
on  account  of  the  war  in  Por- 
tugal, either  for  raifing  men, 
or  any  other  burthen  of  that 
war.  And,  if  it  {hould  hap- 
pen that,  during  the  faid  war, 
the  auxiliary  forces  of  the  moil 
Chriftian  King  fhould  poifefs 
themfelves  of  any  places  in 
Spain  or  Italy  ;  the  faid  moft 
Chriftian  King  (hall  reftore 

tll€B» 


earn  moliriy  neque  palam  vir^ 
tute  bellicay  neque  clandejiinis  ar- 
tibus  ;  ut  ne  petere  ullam  fatijf* 
faSlionemfub  obtentu  impenja- 
rum  erogationumque  qua  in  helU 
Lufitanico  crunt  facienda^  tarn 
ob  diU^um  militum^  quam  alia 
belli  onera,  S^uod  fi  contingat 
manentedi£fo  belio  per  auxiliares 
Regis  ChrijlianiJJimi  copiasy  ac* 
cupari  Icca  quadam  in  Htfpa^ 
nia  Italiave  ;  Rex  Chrifiianif- 
fimus  fimulatque  pax  cum  Lufi- 
tania  fa&a  fuerity  eadcm  re/ii- 
tuet 
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them  to  Spain,  as  foon  as  the 
peace  with  Portugal  fhali  be 
made*  But  if,  beyond  and 
contrary  to  expe£btion,  Spain 
(hould  refufe  to  make  peace 
with  the  King  of  Portugal, 
and  alfo  with  the  moft  Chrif- 
tian  King,  under  that  excep- 
tion, of  leaving  him  free  to 
aiEft  his  confederate,  as  has 
been  already  faid ;  in  this  un- 
expeded  cafe,  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  confe- 
derated States,  fhall  be  bound 
to  employ  themfclves  efFedu- 
ally  to  procure  the  confent  of 
the  Spaniards  :  yet  with  this 
provifion,  that  the  mod  Chrif* 
tian  King  do  alfo  oblige  him- 
felf  not  to  make  war  in  the 
Low-Countries,  as  in  the  for- 
mer cafe  is  already  faid. 

III. 
But,  if,  bevond  all  expcfta- 
tion,  the  mou  Chriftian  King 
ihould  entertain  fuch  thoughts 
as  fhall  induce  him  to  refufe 
to  promife,  that  he  will  (ign 
the  treaty  of  peace  as  foon  as 
the  Spaniard  fhall  confent  to 
give  up  all  thofe  places  which 
have  been  acquired  by  him  in 
his  laft  expedition,  or  fuch  an 
equivalent  as  fhall  be  agreed 
by  mutual  confent ;  or  in  cafe 
he  fhall  not  accomplifh  his 
promife,  or  fhall  difallow  or 
rejed  the  cautions  and  provi- 
fions  that  are  exprefled  in  the 
faid  treaty,  which  are  fo  necef- 
fary  to  obviate  the  fears  and 
jealoufies  that  are  mofl  juflly 
con- 


tuet  Hifpofda  :feiji^  prater  et 
contra  expeStatimem^  Hifpama 
recufet  pacem  cum  Rege  Lufita^ 
nia^  ut  et  cum  Rege  Chrijlianif-^ 
Jimo^  ea  cum  cxceptione  ut  fcede^ 
ratofuo  Uberumjit  et  auxiliari^ 
quemadmodum  jam  dictum  eft  \ 
hoc  inopinato  cafu  Rex  Magna 
Britannia  et  faederati  Ordimt 
tenebuntur  reapfe  id  efficere  ut 
Hifpani  omnimodo  in  td  confen^ 
tiant  :  ita  tamen  ut  reciproci 
Rex  Chriftiamjfmus  fe  ohjirin^ 
gat  quemadmodum  cafu  primo^ 
quod  non  Jit  moturus  arma  ia 
Belgica. 


III. 

5/  prater  omnem  expeSlatio* 
nem  Rex  Cbrijlianijftmus  indu* 
cat  in  animum  ut  promittere  no* 
lit  quod  traSfatum  pads  figna* 
tarus  f\t^  fimulatque  Hifpani 
cejfuri  Jint  omnia  loca  ah  eo  oc* 
cupata  in  novijjima  expeditione^ 
vel  aliud  tantundem  valensy  de 
quo  mutuo  confenfu  corrvenietur  ; 
out  promijjorum  fidem  non  im* 
pleat^  aut  detreSiet  refpuatve 
cautiones  et  pramunimenta  in 
di£io  tra£tatu  exprejfa^  qua 
necejjaria  funt  ut  obviam  eatur 
metui  jvftiffime  concepto^  ne  Rex 

B  b  2  Chrif^ 
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conceived  df  the  moft  Chrifti* 
an  King's  intentions  to  make 
a  farther  progrefs  with  his  vic- 
torious arms  into  the  faid 
Low -Countries,  fo  often  al- 
ready mentioned  :  In  all  thcfe 
cafes,  and  alio  if  he  (hould 
endeavour  by  any  fubterfuges 
or  oblique  pradtices  to  hinder 
or  elude  the  conclufion  of  the 
peace  ;  then  England  and  the 
United  Netherlands  (hall  be 
bound  and  obliged  to  join 
themfelves  to  the  King  of 
Spain,  and  with  all  their  unit- 
ed force  and  power  to  make 
war  againft  France  ;  not  only 
to  compel  him  to  make  peace 
upon  the  conditions  aforefaid  ; 
but,  if  God  fhould  blefs  the 
arms  taken  up  to  this  end, 
and  favour  them  with  fuccefs, 
and  if  it  (hould  be  thought 
expedient  to  the  parties  con- 
cerned, to  continue  the  war 
till  things  (hall  be  rcftorcd  to 
that  condition  in  which  they 
were  at  the  time  when  the 
peace  was  made  upon  the  bor- 
ders of  both  kingdoms,  in  the 
Pyrencan  mountains. 

IV. 
Thcfc  fcparate  articles,  with 
all  and  every  thing  therein 
contained,  (hall  be  confirmed 
and  ratified  by  the  faid  King 
of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
faid  States  General  of  the  U- 
nited  Provinces,  by  letters  pa- 
tents of  both  parties,  fealcd 
with  their  great  fcal  in  due 
and  auiheniic  form,  within 
four 


ChriJiianiJJimus  arma  fua  mc 
tricta  in  Japius  memorata  JBei 
gica  tdterius  proferat :  quod  9m 
nibus  tfiis  caftbus^  ut  it  fi  pi 
oUa  fubterfugia  aut  obliquas  or 
tis  conetur  pacii  conclufeanem  im 
pedin  out  eludere ;  AngUa  foe 
deratumque  Belgium  temhuntu 
Qcccders  partibus  Regis  Hijpa 
niay  omnibufque  itjun^is  vin 
bus  terra  marique  adverfus  Gai 
Ham  bellum  geren ;  ut  compei 
latur  mn  in  leges  duntaxat  fit 
fius  jam  memoratas  pacemfa 
cere  ;  fed  ft  arma  in  eum  finer 
fumpta  Deum  habeant  fiaven 
tem  et  propiiium^  at  que  de  com 
muni  conjenfu  id  expedite  vifui 
fuerit^  etiam  bellum  continuan 
donee  res  in  eum  Jlatumfuerih 
refUtuta:  quo  fuerunt  tempoi 
foederis  in  collimitio  regnotn} 
in  mo;  It  lb  us  Pyrcnais  fanciti. 


IV. 

ArticuU  hi  ftparati^  omnia 
que  et  ftJigula  iis  content  a  ^  a  die 
to  Domino  Rege  Magmc  Bri 
tannia^  diSiifque  Dominis  Or 
dinibus  Generalibus  fcedererta 
rum  Provifuiarum ,  per  paten 
tes  utriufque  partis  Uteras  figii 
lo  magno  munitas^  cUbita  et  au 
thentica  forma  intra  quatuo 
feptimana 
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feptinumas  proximi  Jiquentis^ 
aut  dtius  fi fieri  potent^  confir* 
mabuntuTy  et  ratihabeluntttr^ 
mutuaqueraiibabitionum  injlru- 
menta  intra  pradi^um  tempus 
hinc  inde  extradentur. 

ASium  HagaComium  in 
Holkndioy  Me  22- Jan.  l668* 

Signed  as  before* 


four  weeks  next  enfuing,  or 
fooner  if  it  may  be  ;  and  with- 
in the  faid  time,  the  mutual 
indruments  of  ratification  (hall 
be  exchanged  on  both  fides. 

Done  at  the  Hague  in  Hol- 
land, the  23d  of  Jan.  1668. 
Signed  as  before. 


The  Siaedijb  A£l. 


W^ 


""Hereas  the  Kingof Great 
Britain,  and  the  States 
of  the  United  Provinces  of  the 
Netherlands,  have  earncflly 
dcfircd,  that  the  King  of  Swe- 
den might  be  aflbciatcd  with 
them,  as  one  principal  party, 
in  that  league  which  is  this 
day  concluded,  and  figned  by 
their  Commiffioners  and  Ple- 
nipotentiaries ;  whereby  a 
fpeedy  and  (afe  peace  may  be 
promoted  and  made  between 
the  two  neighbouring  Kings, 
and  the  public  tranquility  of 
Chriftcndom,  by  the  blefEng 
of  God,  may  be  reftored  :  and 
^  whereas  the  King  of  Sweden 
himfelf,  even  from  the  begin- 
ningofthefe  differences,  which 
have  grown  to  fuch  a  height 
between  the  two  Kiings,  has 
acquainted  the  Kingof  Great 
Britain,  and  the  States  of  the 
United  Netherlands,  with  his 
good  and  fmcere  intentions 
and  defire  to  aflbciate  and 
join  himfelf  to  them  in  the 
bufinefs  above-mentioned,  as 
well  in  regard  of  the  flrift 
friendfliip  and  alliances,  which 

hi 


/"  TJM  magna  Britannia  Rex^ 
^  ac  Ordines  Foederaiarum 
Belgii  Provinciaruniy  valde  de* 
fiderarint  Regem  Suecia  unet 
cum  ipfis  in  partem  principalem 
adfcijci  ilUus  foederis  y  quod  htn 
diemo  die  per  Deputatos  ac  PiSf- 
nipotentiarios  fuos  ccnclufwnfig^ 
natumque  ejl  \  quo  prompta  at'- 
que  tuta  pax  inter  Rcges  duos 
vicinos  promoveaturj  quoque  Di" 
vina  adfpirante  gratia  per  or^ 
bcm  Chrijlianum  publica  tran* 
quiilitas  injlauretur  :  preetere0 
cum  Rex  ipfe  Succiajam  ab  in-" 
iiio  eorum  motuum  qui  inter 
duos  defigruitos  Reges  crudue" 
runty  tarn  Magna  Britannia 
Regiy  quam  feeder atorwn  Bel-' 
garum  OrdinibuSyfit  tejiotus  bo» 
num  fmcerumque  fuum  propofi* 
turn  ac  Jiudiumy  quo  tcnckatur^ 
fefe  cum  iis  in  hoc  negotio  moda 
Jupradi£fo  fociandi  acjungmdi^ 
idque  refpeStu  arSiijfima  necef^ 
fitudinisy  et  horum  fcvdermn  per 
B  b  3  qu^ 
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he  acknowledges  have  joined 
him  in  one  common  intereft 
with  them,  as  that,  by  his  ac- 
ceffion  to  them,  all  ufcful  and 
honourable  means  and  induf- 
try  may  be  ufed  to  eftablilh  a 
peace  between  the  two  Kings: 
profciling  that  no  other  diffi- 
culty has  hitherto  reftrained 
him  from  opening  his  mind 
upon  that  whole  matter,  than 
that  he  waited  to  be  informed, 
what  firm  and  deliberate  coun- 
fels  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  the  States  of  the 
United  Netherlands,  would 
take  in  this  affair,  and  what 
affiftance  would  be  requifite, 
with  other  things  of  that  kind, 
in  which  the  faid  King  of  Swe- 
den dcfires  to  be  fatisfied,  to 
the  end  that  he  may  proceed 
by  the  like  fteps,  and  in  equal 
manner  with  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  States 
of  the  United  Netherlands: 
for  ihcfe  reafons  it  is  thought 
expedient  for  the  common 
good,  that  the  prefent  inftru- 
ment  between  the  Minifters, 
Deputies  and  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  faid  Kings  of  Sweden 
and  Great  Britain,  and  thofc 
of  the  faid  States  of  the  Unit- 
ed Netherlands,  be  put  down 
in  writing,  whereby,  on  the 
one  hand,  the  King  of  Sweden 
Ihould  be  obliged,  after  the 
forcfaid  fatisfaflion  received, 
to  embrace  the  faid  league,  to 
ufe  the  fame  endeavours,  and 
to  proceed  equally,  and  in  the 
like  manner,  as  the  faid  King 

of 


qua  communibuscum  iifiem  cm 
modis  adftringi  fe  ^^nojcity  \ 
per  bunc  interventUM^  P^^ 
modos  utiles  quofcunque  ae  hi 
nejlcs^  pact  inter  binos  Regi 
Jiabilienda  infudetur  :  ntc  fi 
ullam  diffcubatem  fefe  baHem 
cohibitum^  mmtemfuamfup€r  \ 
totaaperiendi^  nijt  qutM  fntfti 
latus  ejl  dum  certo  refdrctur  qm 
deliberati  atque  fimd  amfii 
Rex  Mcgrug  BritanniiP  etpk 
deratorum  Belgarum  Ordimsfi 
per  omni  hoc  negotio  ejfent  cetpti 
ri  ;  turn  quoufque  promaveri Jiei 
Jidia  aliaque  id  genus  mnrnuh 
poffenty  per  qua  di£2us  Sued 
Kex  fibi  fatisfieri  exoptatj  i 
pari  et  aquato  cum  JldE^gn 
Britannia  Rege  ac  finlera 
Belgii  Ordinibus  pajfu  in  bac  \ 
procedat :  ea  propter^  ex  C9n^ 
modo  commum  vifian  eft  fin 
ft  hoc  inftrumentum  inter  M 
nifiros  Deputatos  ac  Plenipoten 
tiarios  di£forum  Regum  SuecSi 
Magnaque  Britannia^  nee  m 
din  or  urn  feeder ati  Belgii  OrJk 
num  fcripto  conftgnaretur  ;  ^ 
una  ex  parte  obligaretur  Ae 
Suecia^  mediant e  fatisfa6titffi 
pradi£iay  ad  antpk^iendum  di 
ftgnatum  faedus^  et  ad  eandet 
navandarm  operaniy  eodemqu 
paJfu  procedendumy  quo  diitu 
Magna  Britannia  Rex  die 
tqui 
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tiqui  fctderatorum  Belgarum 
OrdimspTocedindumJibi  iffi  ex^ 
ifttTttanty  ut  fugotium  iamfalu- 
tare  tromoveatur :  necnon  parti 
ex  altera  di^us  Rex  Suecia  cer-^ 
tus  it  a  fieret  locum  Jibi  vacuum 
ac  integrum  relinqui  foederis 
hujufce  inter  partes  principalis 
ample£finM^  auemadmodum  id 
utfaciat  a  Magna  Britanma 
Rege^  et  ab  Ordimbus  feeder ati 
Belgiiyper  hajceprafattis^  max* 
ime  amicum  in  modum  rogatur  ; 
qui  et  ipfi  libenter  apud  Cttfa- 
rem  et  Mifpaniarurn  Regem  cm^ 
ne  officii  genus  eo  convertenty  ut 
centroverjia  nonnulla  qus  diSlo 
Suicia  Regi  cum  iis  poffint  in^ 
tercedeviy  quamprimum  compo^ 
nantur^  et fecundum  jus  fafque  i 
medio  tollantur.  ^antitm  vero 
ad  fuhjidia  qua  a  di6io  Regi 
pratenduntur  ;  Or  dines  fcede^ 
rati  Belgii  Generales  mn  di'^ 
fuSuri  funt  mandatis  necejfar'tis 
confejlim  ad  legatosfuos  in  Aula 
Britanmca  mittendisj  ut  hos  in* 
ter  et  Commijfarios  quos  diSlus 
Magna  Britannia  Rex  earn  in 
rem  defignabit^  interque  legatum 
Regis  Suecia  extraordinarium^ 
qui  iter  jam  nunc  eo  meditatur  ex 
Belgioy  aliofqui  illic  degentes 
Minijiros  Principum  Statuum* 
B  b  4.  w. 


of  Great  Britain  and  the  (aid 
States  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands think  fit  to  do,  in  order 
to  promote  and  carry  on  fo 
ufeful  a  work  ;  and,  on  the  o- 
thcr  hand,  the  faid  King  of 
Sweden  will  be  aiTured,  that 
a  place  is  referved  for  him, 
empty  and  entire,  to  enter,  as 
one  principal  party,  into  this 
league;  as  by  thefe  prefents 
he  is  defired  in  themoftfriend- 
ly  manner,  both  by  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  and  by  the 
States  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands 'y  who  on  their  part  will 
moft  readily  employ  them- 
felves,  and  ail  kind  of  good 
offices,  towards  the  Emperor 
and  King  of  Spain,  to  the  end 
that  alLfuch  differences,  as 
the  faid  King  of  Sweden  may 
have  with  them,  be  compofed 
and  determined,  according  to 
the  rules  of  equity  and  juftice. 
And,  forafmuch  as  concerns 
the  aid  which  is  required  from 
the  faid  King,  the  States- Ge- 
neral of  the  United  Nether- 
lands will .  not  be  wanting  to 
fend,  with  expedition,  luch 
neceilary  inftrudiions  to  their 
Ambafladors  in  the  Court  of 
England  ;  that  between  them, 
and  fuch  Commiffioners  as 
the  (aid  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain  (hall  appoint  to  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  the  extraordinary 
AmbafTador  of  the  King  of 
Sweden,  who  is  now  ready  to 
begin  his  journey  thither,  to- 
gether with  other  Minifters 
reiiding  there  on  the  part  of 
divers  Princes  and  States,  who 
are 
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are  concerned  and  interefted 
in  this  aiFair  %  fuch  meafures 
maybe  taken  to  fetde  all  things 
which  fhall  be  requifite  and 
neceflary,  that  the  faid  league 
may  acquire  the  fubftance  as 
well  as  the  form  of  a  triple  a- 
greement:  to  which  the  refpec- 
tive  parties  iball  make  it  their 
buAnefs  to  invite  their  friends 
and  allies,  if  any  of  them 
fliould  defire  to  be  admitted. 


ve^  quos  id  negoUum  quoque  tan-, 
git  aifue  concernit  j  conjilia  in^ 
eantur^fuper  mcejjariii  ac  re- 
qwfitis  omrubus  conJliiuendii\ftc 
ut  foedus  jam  diitum  confequa^ 
tur  quamprimian  fubjiantiam 
atqve  formam  fa^ii  iripliciter 
conventi  ;  ad  quod  invitandis 
atmcis  et  cmfoediraiis^  fi  qui 
ejus  in  partem  admitti  volenti 
cmni  ex  parte  opera  quam  dili^ 
gentijftmedabitur. 


Done  at  the  Hague,  i  J  of         Aiium  Haga-Comitum^  4 } 
January,  1668.  diejanuarii^  1668. 


Signed, 


Signed, 


Chrijlophcr  Delphicus  B.  and         Chri  ftophorus  Delphicus  B. 
Count  of  Dbona.  ac  Comes  in  Dhona. 


Haraldus  Appclbocm* 


Haraldus  Appelboomius. 


The  Negotiation  of  the  Peace  at  Aix  la  Chapelle. 

To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Antwerp,  Feb.  27,  N.  S.  1668. 

T  Did  not  expeft  to  give  your  J^ordfhip  another 
J^  trouble  from  this  town  ^  but  having  been  detained 
here  fome  days  by  the  Marquis's  ftay  till  this  morn- 
ipg,  and  intending  at  night  to  follow  him  for  BrufTels, 
I  know  not  whether  my  arrival  there  may  be  time 
enough  to  write  by  the  pacquet  that  parts  from  thence 
to-morrow  at  evening,  and  therefore  will  not  venture 
by  any  omiffion  to  forfeit  my  charter  of  writing  every 
poft. 

I  had  yefterday  a  joint  audience  with  the  States-De- 
puties, and  will  refer  your  Lordfhip  for  what  pafled 
there  to  the  inclofed  memorial  on  our  part,  and  an- 
swer given  us  by  the  Marquis,  which  we  have  dif^ 

patchcc^ 
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patched  this  morning  to  Sir  John  Trevor,  and  Mr. 
Bouningham  at  Paris,  by  ajointexprefs  ;  in  hopes  by 
their  endeavours  there  to  bring  the  bufinefs  to  afuf- 
penfion  of  arms,  upon  the  Marquis's  having  now 
accepted  the  truce,  to  the  fhorter  term  offered  by 
France,  as  well  as  the  longer  propofed  by  his  Majefty 
and  the  States. 

For  the  alternative,  we  can  yet  draw  no  refolution 
from  him  upon  it,  defending  himfelf  by  the  neceffity 
of  firft  concerting  with  us  how  he  fhall  be  affifted,  in 
cafe  of  France  refufing  both  the  truce  and  the  alterna- 
tive. This  is  in  the  Marquis  an  aim  of  engaging  us  by 
advance  in  the  party,  and  thereby  exafperating  France, 
by  being  threatened  more  diredly  ;  and  fo  embark 
the  whole  affair  into  the  neceffity  of  a  long  enfuing 
war  -,  for  that  Spain  would  much  rather  engage  in  it 
with  our  afliftance,  than  be  forced  to  a  peace  upon 
our  late  projedt :  and,  I  think,  purlucs  its  own  intereft 
right  in  this  point.  That  of  Holland  is  certainly  op- 
pofite  to  theirs,  and  leads  them  to  nothing  fomuch  as 
the  compofure  of  the  quarrel,  with  fome  fecurity  of 
France  growing  no  greater  at  leaft  on  this  fide. 

The  Marquis  is  large  in  arguing  to  me,  that  our 
intereft  lies  in  a  joint  war,  rather  than  a  peace  between 
the  two  Crowns,  and  that  our  end  muft  have  been 
hitherto,  only  to  engage  Holland  with  us  in  the  quar- 
rel •,  and  reafons  from  ftory,  and  the  prcfent  genius  of 
our  people  and  Parliament.  I  endeavour  to  quiet  him 
in  this  point,  by  affuring  him,  th^t  whatever  other 
Kings  have  thought  or  done,  and  whatever  the  peo- 
ple wilh  or  talk  ;  the  King,  in  whofe  fole  difpofition 
all  matters  of  peace  and  war  lie,  will  by  no  arts  nor 
confiderations  be  induced  to  break  from  Holland,  in 
the  management  of  this  bufinefs  ;  nor  make  one  pace 
farther  in  the  Spaniards  defence,  than  the  Dutch  are 
willing  to  join  in.  That  his  intereft  as  well  as  honour 
lies  in  this  refolution,  agreed  by  fo  many  folemn  trea- 
ties -,  and  that  we  as  well  as  the  Dutch  caq  very  well 

content 
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content  ourfelves  with  a  peace,  and  purfuit  of  our 
commerce  j  provided  we  are  not  alarmed  too  much, 
and  too  near,  with  the  growth  of  the  French  greatnefs. 
And  I  wind  up  all  with  preffing  him  ftill  to  an  ac- 
ceptation of  the  alternative,  and  to  embrace  the  peace 
according  to  our  projedt.  And  thus  we  fence  here 
at  prefent  j  of  all  which,  your  Lordfliip,  I  believe, 
will  receive  the  detail  more  at  large  by  the  Holland 
pacquet,  in  ^the  difpatches  paffed  between  me  and 
Monficur  de  Witt  fmce  my  arrival  here ;  of  which  I 
defired  him  to  fend  copies  to  their  Ambafladors  in 
England,  to  be  by  them  communicated  to  your  Lord- 
ihip  ;  becaufe  more  uncertainty  in  the  Nieuport  pac- 
quet, and  the  prefent  want  of  a  fettled  cypher,  have 
hindered  larger  tranfmiflions  this  way,  and  more  dir 
rcftly  to  your  Lordlhip's  hands. 

Yefterday  came  intheSpanifh  letters,  and,  though 
I  have  not  feen  the  Marquis  fmce,  yet,  by  what  I  have 
from  his  Secretary,  and  the  Count  Mountery,  I  have 
rcafon  to  believe,  that  Don  Juan  is  on  his  way  hither, 
and  now  at  fea  with  confiderable  fupplies  of  men  and 
money,  which  are  very  ncceflary  here,  either  for  car- 
rying on  a  war,  or  inducing  a  peace.  The  parti- 
culars I  cannot  affure,  though  the  common  talk  is,  of 
eight  thoufand  Spaniards,  and  fix  hundred  thoufand 
crowns  in  fpecie,  and  eight  hundred  thoufand  in  remife. 
It  is  very  poffible  your  Lordftiip  may  hear  more  there 
of  his  coming,  and  fee  him  fooner  than  we  Ihall  here, 
as  well  as  judge  better,  what,  or  how  much,  it  will  im- 
port to  the  effeft  or  defeat,  the  advance  or  diverfion, 
of  the  prefent  counfels.  What  occurs  to  your  Lord- 
Ihip  upon  it,  and  will  relate  to  my  conduct  here,  I 
hope  to  receive  from  you  by  the  firft ;  not  efteeming 
any  thing  well  begun,  without  a  thread  at  leaft  from 
your  Lordfhip  to  guide  me  ;  nor  well  performed, 
until  I  receive  your  approbation,  i^HHi  which  dependa 
fo  much  the  fatisfadion,  as     Uj^MQII^^BmioejH^^^ 

f 
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To  Mmfieur  de  Witt.  A  Monfieur  de  Witt. 


I 


Antwerp',  Fib.  27, 
SIR,  N.S.166B. 

Have  received  much  fatif- 
faSion  as  well  as  honour 
by  yours  of  the  25tfa,  and  am 
very  glad  to  obferve  the  iame 
conformity  of  fentiments  be- 
tween us  lince  we  parted,  that 
there  ever  was  while  I  refided 
at  the  Hague.  I  (hall  write 
to  you  now  with  my  own  ink, 
having  already  done  it  with 
that  of  the  Marquis,  who 
would  not  be  fatisfied  tiU  I  fent 
you  that  difpatch  :  and  I  was 
forced  to  ibew  him  my  letter 
before  I  fealed  it,  to  fee  whe- 
ther it  were  ameable  with 
what  he  had  deltfed  me  to  tell 
you  upon  that  occafion. 


I  had,  at  iny  firft  audience, 
prefled  him  (o  clofely  to  de- 
clare himfdf  upon  the  alter- 
native, and  furmounted  all  his 
excufes  upon  defcd  of  powers, 
by  deiiring  that  he  would  do 
it  by  way  of  limitation,  not 
to  be  ratified  till  the  Queen  of 
Spain's  farther  pleafure;  that 
at  laft  he  tcid  me  he  would 
comply^  provided  France  couM 
be  brought  to  ratih*  their  re- 
nunciation in  form  m  the  Par- 
liament of  Paris,  to  content 
fdves  With  an  equivalent 
for 


jfnvirsy  li  27  Few. 

Monfieur,  S.N,i6b%. 
^*AIeprouue  beaucoup  defa* 
J  tisfa&ioriy  feT  recu  beau'^ 
coup  ahmneur  par  voire  lettre 
du  2$  de  cemoisi  V.je  fuis 
fort  aife  de  remarquer  tme  auf- 
Ji  grande  conformiti  de  fenti^ 
mens  entre  nous  depuis  que  nous 
Tiousfommesfeparesy  qitily  en  a 
toujour s  eu  pendant  monfejour  a 
la  Haye.  Je  vous  ecrirai  i 
pre  fent  de  monpropre  encre,  car 
^ejide  celle  de  MonfieurU  Mar^ 
quis  queje  vous  ecrivis  dermere^ 
ment:  slnevoulut  point  paroUre 
fatisfaitj  queje  n^eujfe  confenii 
a  me  charger  du  Join  de  vous 
ecrircy  V  tarsia  jemevis  cm^ 
traint  a  ltd  montrer  ma  lettre 
avant  que  de  lafermer  5  car  il 
falleit  qu'il  juge&t  ft  elle  etrit 
conforme  a  ce  qifil  mavoit  prii 
de  vous  manderfur  V  affaire  qtd 
enfaifoit  lefsifet. 

Dans  ma  premiere  audience 
je  tavois  Ji  fort  prefje  de  Je 
declarer  fur  takemativey  (f 
favois  itiji  habile  a  lever  tou^ 
tesfes  dijfficukisy  fcf  a  nioppofer 
afes  dilais  qui  etoientfondesfur 
fon  manque  de  pouvoirs  ;  met 
inftances  hoient  Ji  fortes  (^  fi 
redoubleesj  qu*tl  me  dit  enpt 
ipiilfe  dijpoferoit  afairecequi 
fexigeois  de  bdy  pourv^  qtien 
pit  porter  la  France  afaire  w- 
rijiery  dans  Us  formes^  fa  r#- 
nonciation  dans  le  Parlement  de 
Paris  \  afecontenterd^un  Squi^ 
valent 
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for  the  cities  taken,  which  ad- 
vance fo  far  into  the  heart  of 
the  country  :  and  laftly,  if,  in 
cafe  of  a  refufal  from  France, 
be  might  be  affured  before- 
hand of  the  aiEftance  of  Eng- 
land and  Holland  by  a  com- 
mon  concert. 


.  I  told  him,  that,  for  the  two 
points  of  the  renunciation 
and  the  equivalent,  he  might 
reckon  from  our  joint  offices 
upon  all  we  could  obtain  from 
France  in  favour  of  Spain.  For, 
as  to  the  equivalent,  our  own 
intcreft  obliged  us  to  it,  that 
we  might  leave  fo  much 
a  ftronger  barrier  between 
France  and  Holland  :  and,  as 
for  the  renunciation,  we  de- 
fired  it  too,  but  do  not  con- 
ceive it  a  thing  upon  which 
Spain  ought  to  be  too  ftifF ; 
fince  our  guaranty  was  the 
only  ftrong  and  folid  renunci- 
ation that  could  be  made  up- 
on this  occafion  :  and  for  the 
afiiirance  he  defired,  of  being 
affified  in  cafe  of  a  refufal  from 
France,  I  did  not  doubt  but  he 
had  heard  at  lead  thefubfiance 
of  our  fecret  articles  to  that 
purpofe  ;  becaufe  their  Am- 
bailador  at  the  HagMe  had  told 
me. 


valent  pour  Us  vilUs  f  fifes  ^  lef- 
queUes  font  fituUs  fi  avant  dans 
U  paisy  (5f  prefqiu  au  cceur  dc 
Vhiat\  £5f  tnfin  qiien  cas  de 
rifus  de  la  part  de  la  France^ 
if  ftroit  ajfuri  du  fecours*  de 
FAngliterre  ^  de  VHollande, 
^  que  les  deux  nations  arnU'^ 
r^ient  de  concert,  Au  rejle^  voi- 
ci  par  oil  je  reiiJJJs  a  vaincre  fa 
repugnance  J  Cs*  a  obtenir  ma  ae" 
nuinde  j  je  lui  dis  qu^en  atten^ 
dant  Farrivee  de  pleinpouvoirs^ 
si  fit,  fous  le  ton  plaijir  de  la 
Reine  dEfpagne,  i^  ad  ratify 
candum,  la  declaration  fur  la- 
queUeje  le  preffois. 

A  regard  des  conditions  qu^il 
propofe,  void  ce  que  je  lui  at 
ripondu  \  que  pour  les  deux  pre- 
mieres, favoir  la  renonciation 
far  r equivalent,  qu'il  fe  pou- 
voit  promettre  de  nos  foins  faf 
de  nos  offices  mutuels  tout  ce  que 
nous  pourrions  obtenir  de  la 
France  enfaveur  de  VEfpagne  ; 
a  quoi fat  ajoutc,  qua  fegard 
de  riquivalent,  notre  interit 
commun  denumdoit  qilon  preffat 
at  article,  £5f  qiiil  fid  accordk 
afin  qtt'une  plus  forte  barrier e 
fut  laiffee  entre  La  France  ilf 
PHollande,  ^ue  pour  ce  qui 
regardoit  la  renonciation,  nous 
la  defirions  aujji  \  mais  que  nous 
ne  croyons  pas  que  ce  fut  une 
chofe  fur  laquelle  tEfpagne  dut 
s'opiniatrer  j  puifque  nitre  gua^ 
rafitie  etoit  P unique  furete  £s*  la 
feule  folide  renonciation  fur  la- 
quelle  il  fut  feur  de  fe  repofer 
en  cette  occafuin .  J^'  a  Vigor d 
di  fajfuranc$  qifil  vouhit  ovoir 
d*un 


mc,  that  a  Jew  of  Amftcrdam 
had  fent  him  a  copy  of  them, 
by  which  he  muft  needs  be 
well  informed  of  our  mutual 
obligations,  as  well  as  of  our 
intentions,  not  only  to  affifl 
Spain,  in  cafe  of  a  refufal  from 
France,  but  to  engage  our- 
felves  in  the  quarrel,  by  an 
open  war  with  all  our  forces 
againft  that  Crown, 
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£unfecours^  en  cas  que  la  Franci 
refufat  Us  conditions  ;  je  ne  doU" 
tots  point  quit  r^eut  ete  in/iruitg 
du  moins  enjubjlanu^  du  conte^ 
nu  de  nos  articles  fecrets  touchani 
cepoint'la  ;  qiu  T  Ambajfadiwr 
cTEfpagne  a  la  Haye  ni ctvoitme^ 
me  ait  qu^un  Juif  J^ /fmjlerdam 
lui  en  avoitfait  tenir  la  copie^ 
par  oii  il  devoit  etre  ajfez  in- 
Jlruit  de  nos  engagemens  mutU" 
elsy  aujji  bien  que  de  nos  inten* 
lions  pour  PEfpagne',  qui  etoient^ 
non  fetdement  de  PaJJt/ler  en  cas 
d*un  refus  de  la  part  de  la 
France^  mais  de  nous  engager 
dans  fa  querelUj  par  la  dedara- 
tion  iune  guerre  ottuerte  en 
tournant  toutes  nos  forces  contn 
la  France. 

Aprh  beaucoup  de  difcourr 
fur  cette  matierey  Pai  troteui 
a  proposy  afin  de  le  fatisfairg 
pleinement  fur  V article  du  ft- 
coursy  tour  lui  faire  evidem^ 
ment  fentir  jufqiiou  il  pouooit 
conter  fur  nous  dans  Paffedn 
de  renonciationy  aufji  bien  que 
pour  lui  iter  la  penfu  aue  Dmi 
EJlavan  de  Gamarra  lui  avoii 
dowse  de  ma  party  que  peut^tre 
y  avoit'il  quelque  chofe  dans  let 
articles  par  laqueUe  il  paroiirut 
que  nous  ne  voulions  forcer  TJE- 
fpagne  en  cas  d*un  refus  :  pour 
toutes  ces  raifonsy  ais-jey  fai 
juge  a  propos  de  bd  lire  ms 
trois  articles  feparisy  fans  bd 
en  laijfer  la  copies  car  il  me 
declaray  qu^ilneles  avoit  point 


After  much  difcourfcto  this 
purpofe,  I  thought  fit,  for  his 
entire  fatisfaftion  upon  the  ar- 
ticle of  our  affixing  Spain,  to 
let  him  know  dearly,  how  far 
he  might  hope  from  us  in  the 
point  of  the  renunciation,  and 
to  remove  a  thought  which 
Don  Eftavan  de  Gamarra  had 
given  him  as  comuig  from  me, 
that  there  was  fomething  in 
the  articles,  by  which  it  (hould 
appear,  that  we  would  not 
force  Spain  in  cafe  of  a  refu- 
fal :  for  thefe  reafons,  I  fay, 
I  thought  good  to  read  to  him 
our  tnrce  feparate  articles, 
without  giving  him  a  copy  ^ 
for  he  profeiFed  to  me,  that  he 
never  received  one  from  the 
Jew,  though  he  did  the  fub- 
ftance  of  them  both  from  him, 
and  the  Baron  de  Bargeyck.  I 
3  ^ 


refus  de  fan  Juify  mais  qu^il 
en  avoit  vu  lafubjlanuy  l^que 
e'etoit  par  le  canal  de  ce  jmf 
&  du  Baron  de  Bargeyck.    jet 

ne 
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do  not  know  whether  I  did 
well  in  {hewing  them  to  him ; 
but,  if  you  think  otherwife, 
I  hope  you  will  excufe  me  up- 
on my  good  intentions,  and 
my  urual  plain  dealing  to  in- 
form freely  thofe  I  treat  with, 
of  what  they  have  to  hope  or 
to  fear.     The  Marquis  took 
no  offence  at  our  two  firft  ar- 
ticles ;  and  only  faid,  he  could 
not    comprehend^    why   the 
States  being  newly  enemies  to 
Portugal,  and  having  flill  a 
controverfy  with  them,  fhould 
defire  fo  much  to  fee  them 
firengthened  by  a  peace  with 
Spain.     I  told  him,  my  opi- 
nion was,  that  they  drove  on 
this  affair,  becaufe  they  be- 
lieved, that,  without  a  peace 
with  Portugal,  Spain  would 
not  recover  itfelf  enough  to 
make  head    againft  France, 
and  reduce  affairs  of  Chriflen- 
dom  to  the  balance  that  is  ne- 
ccffary. 

He  was  fatisfied  with  this 
anfwer,  and  fpoke  no  more 
of  the  bufinefs  of  the  renunci- 
ation: but,  upon  thatofihe 
affiftance  we  promircd,he  faid, 
that  the  words  of  the  third  ar- 
ticle were  flrong  enough,  ^ut 
in  too  general  terms ;  and 
that,  after  he  fhould  have  ac- 
cepted the  alternative,  France 
might  yet,  during  the  next 
inenth,  or  April,  make  fomc 
enterprifes  upon  the  places  on 
this  fide,  before  the  new  le- 
vies could  be  raifed,  and  take 
Ibme  of  them,  if  he  were  not 
furniflied 


mfcaipas  Jifai  bun  fait  #1 
lis  bd  montroHt ;  mats  en  ca. 
mu  yous  jt^uz  U  contrmre^ 
jiftfTi  fue  vous  niixcuferex 
t0t^ours  enfaveur  de  nus  bon- 
nes intentions^  qui  nCont  totgaun 
perti  a  declarer  ouvertement  c 
ceux  avec  qtdje  traite,  tons  lei 
fujets  qiiih  ont  a  craindre  CsT  rf 
efperer.    Le  Adarqtds  nefefoT'^ 
malifa  pas  de  nos  deux  premiers 
articles  ;  il  dit  feulement^  qu*il 
ne  put  comprendre  pcurquoi  les 
Etats  qui  ctoient  rCagueres  en- 
nemis  de  Portugal^  &  a  qui  il 
re/ie  encore  des  chofss  a  demeler 
avec  luiyfouhaitoientji  fort  de 
voir   accroitre  leurs  forces  par 
unepaixavecPEfpagne:  Je  lui 
dit   que  ma  penjie  etoity  qu*ils 
prejfoient  cetie  affaire  parce  quails 
croyoient  que,  Jans  la  paix  avec 
le  Portugal^  PEfpagnol  ne  fe 
verroit  jamais  en  it  at  de  faire 
the  a  la  France  ;  ^  de  domter 
par  ce  moyen  aux  affaires  de  la 
chretiente  le  jufte  equilibre  qu* 
elks  doivejft  avoir, 

life  contenta  de  ala^  ^  ne 
par  la  plus  de  P  affaire  de  la  re^ 
nonciation.  Mais  a  Pegard  du 
fecours  que  nous  promettonsy  il 
me  dity  que  les  termes  de  Portia 
cle  troifieme  etoient  affe%  fortSy 
mats  trepgeneraux  5  tfl  qu*apres 
qu*ils  auroient  accepte  Paliema-^ 
tive  la  France  pourroit  encore 
pendant  les  mm  de  Mars  ^  if 
Avrily  faire  fuelques  tentHtives 
Jur  les  villes  du  Pats-Bas  ;  que 
les  nouvelles  levees  nous  pour^ 
rmnt  encore  etre  fur  pied ',  €sP 
que  la  Fkmdre  fe^  veprmt^mk- 
ver  quelqi^une  defes  plattSy  ft 
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furniihed  with  three  or  four 
thoufand  foot,  which  might 
be  eafily  done  from  Holland  : 
and  though  I  told  him,  that 
we  could  not  concert  farther 
with  him  before  he  had  ac- 
cepted the  alternative,  and  by 
that  means  caft  the  refiifal  up- 
on France,  and,  by  confe- 
quence,  the  force  of  our  arms 
in  cafe  of  a  war,  which  we 
could  not  declare  till  we  were 
aflured  upon  which  fide  the 
refufal  would  lie ;  for  all  that, 
he  would  not  be  fatisfied  till 
I  had  writ  you  that  letter  ; 
from  which,  however,  I  look* 
ed  for  no  other  effed,  than  to 
let  him  underftand  from  you, 
what  he  had  already  learnt  e- 
nough  from  me. 


On  Sunday  morning  your 
Deputies  arrived,  and  we  had 
a  joint  audience  of  the  Mar- 
quis, whereof  they  will  fend 
you  an  account*  1  (hall  only 
tell  you,  that  as  we  prefied 
him  very  much  upon  the  alter- 
native, and  he,  on  the  con- 
trary, prefled  us  to  a  concert 
for  the  defence  of  Flanders, 
and  in  the  mean  while  to  make 
our  preparations  for  war;  I 
told  him  thereupon,  what  pre- 
parations the  King  my  Ma- 
tter had  already  made,  and 
thofe  alfo  made  by  the  States 
on  their  fide ;  but  I  defired 
him,  by  his  declaring  himfelf 
upon  the  alternative^  to  let  us 
know 


ilU  rfitoit  tnume  d$  trm  ou  qua* 
tre  mUi  hommes  di  pied  ;  (jT 
qu'U  itoit  facili  a  la  Hollandi 
di  Us  fourmr.    ^uoique  faye 
pris  li  forn  de  lui  repeter^  qui 
nous  m  peuvions  entrer  en  au* 
cum  mgociation  avec  lui  avant 
qu*il  eut  accepti  Faltemativef 
qui  tar-la  li  refus  retomtir$it 
fur  la  Francij  Of  que  par  con- 
fequent  elle   s^attireroit    teutes 
nos  forces  fur  Us  bras  en  casdi 
guern  j  qu^enfin  ces  forces  m 
pouvoient  faire    de    dimarcbis 
jufqifa  ce  qu*on  eut  ffu  de  quel 
coteferoit  U  refus.     Tout  ah 
ne  le  fatisfit  pasy  feT  ilnepa^ 
rut  point  content  que  je  ru  vous 
eufje  ecrit  la  Uttre  qui  a  precide 
celU'cij  de  laquelU  pourtant  ji 
rCattendois  pas  J^ autre  effet  que 
de  lui  faire  voir  par  voire  pro* 
pre  plumey  a  quUl  avoit  deja 
ajez  appris  par  ma  bouche, 

Le  Mmanchi  au  matin  Mef 
fieurs  vos  Deputes  arriverent^ 
^  nous  e£mes  conjointement  ni- 
tre audience  du  Marquis  ;  ^efi 
de  quoi  ils  vous   rendnmt  con* 
te  ;  je  vous  dirai  feulenuni^ 
que  comme  nous  Tavtmsfort  pref 
Je  fur  r alternative  J  et  que  id 
auconiraire  ne  nous  aparli  (f 
ria  injiftiquefur  un  concert  pour 
fa  defenfe^  nous  propofant  di 
faire  tous  nos  preparatifs  pour 
la  guerre  en  attendant ;  jo  bu 
ai  parU  di  ceux  que  U  Roy  man 
maitre  faifoit  deja  i5l  di  aux 
qui  Us  Etats  faifoient  auffs  da 
leur  cite  :  jf  I'ai  prii  di  nous 
appnndri  on  ft  dickrant  fur 
fakimative^  contn  Uquel  dis 
diuupartiis  ilfaudnii  infloyir 

di 
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know  againfl  which  of  the 
two  parties  fuch  great  prepa- 
rations muft  be  employed.  I 
leave  it  to  your  Deputies  to 
entertain  you  with  an  account 
of  the  long  difcourfes  he  made 
upon  this  occafion,  which 
however  were  moderate  e- 
nough  towards  our  common 
intentions.  But  we  finifhed 
them  all,  by  giving  him  a  me* 
xnorial  to  the  fame  tSt&  with 
what  we  had  told  him  ;  upon 
which  having  received  an  an- 
fwcr  ycfterday  in  the  evening, 
wc  difpatched  it  away  this 
morning  to  the  Minifters  at 
Paris,  to  forward  the  fufpen- 
fion  of  arms,  if  poiTible,  by 
our  accepting  the  truce  pro- 


ds  fi  grands  priparatifi.  J 
laij/i  a  Meffiturs  vos  DipuU 
lifdn  de  vow  entretenir  du  di 
tail  de  la  conference^  9^  fi 
longue^  ^  dans  laqueUe  U  Alar 
quis  parlafiuvent  (f  lofsgtems 
mats  toujeurs  tune  maniere  aj 
fm^modereef  &  qui ne  faroi/fii 
point  s' eloigner  de  nos  commtau 
intentions,  Notre  audience  ^ej 
conclue  par  la  prifentation  eTm 
memoir e  que  nous  Im  avons  re 
mis  J  &  qui  conteneit  enfubftanc 
les  chafes  que  nous  etions  char- 
ges de  lui  dire.  Notre  memoir 
ayant  ete  ripondu  hier  aufoir 
nous  avons  envoy  e  ce  matin  U 
reponfe  aux  Minijires  qui  fom 
a  Paris y  iff  cela  dans  la  vue  dt 
/aire  riajjir^  s'il  ejl  poJfibUy  Ic 


pofed  by  France,  to  the  end  of    Jufpenfton   d'armes  ;    qui  felon 
March.  toutes  les  apparences  neferapai 

longtems  differ  ee^  des  qu'on  aura 
appris  en  France  que  la  trevi 
quelle  a  propo/ee  jujqu*  a  la  fin 
de  Mars  vicnt  d'etre  acceptee, 

11  arriva  hier  des  lettres  d^~ 
Efpagne^  ^  quoique  je  n'ai  pas 
vil  U  Marquis  depuis  qu^il  a  re- 
fcu  fes  depecbes  (car  il  a  parti 
ce  matin  de  la  pointe  du  jour 
pour  Bruxellcs)  fai  pourtant 
lieu  de  conclure  de  tout  ce  que 
fai  appris  d'ailleurs^  que  Don 
Juan  ejl  enfin  partly  (^  menu 
deja  emlarque  pour  fe  rendre 
en  ce  paisci^  6f  qu'tl  a  meni 
avec  lui  des  fecours  conftderables 
y  d'hommcs  £3*  ^ argent  \  U 
bruit  courts  que  Us  troupes  con^ 
fylent  en  8000  Efpagnols^  que 
Cargent  fe  montc   a  600000 


Yeftcrday  came  letters  from 
Spiin  ;  and  though  I  have  not 
fcen  the  Marquis  fince,  (who 
went  early  this  morning  for 
Bruflels)  yet,  by  what  I  have 
learnt  from  other  hands,  I 
have  reafon  to  think,  that 
Don  Juan  may  be  at  prefent 
upon  his  journey  hither,  and 
perhaps  at  fea,  and  that  he 
brings  along  with  him  confi- 
derable  fupplies  both  of  men 
and  money.  The  talk  runs, 
that  he  has  eight  thoufand 
Spaniards,  fix  hundred  thour 
land  crowns  in  fpccje,-  and 
eight 
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eight  hundred  thoufand  in  re- 
turns. But  of  thefe  particfu- 
lars  I  cannot  aflure  you  at  pre- 
fent.  I  have  already  inrorm* 
cd  your  Deputies  more  at 
large  in  what  I  have  learnt 
upon  thefubje£tof  Don  Juan  ; 
as  I  (hall  continually  do  be- 
fore*band  of  all  things  that  I 
think  you  would  be  glad  to 
know  from  hence  :  and  I  be- 
lieve they  will  tell  you,  that 
there  is  no  need  to  defirc  me 
to  ufc  them  with  all  confidence, 
whereof  they  have  already  re- 
ceived proofs  enough  fince  we 
met  here :  and  they  will  be 
in  every  thing  the  more  ac- 
ceptable to  me,  by  how  much 
I  fee  they  are  in  edeem  with 
you,  and  in  credit  with  the 
States,  as  indeed  they  deferve 
both  from  their  qualities  and 
their  perfons. 


'  Pray  give  me  the  liberty  to 
defire  you  will  fend  a  copy  of 
this  letter  to  the  Dutch  Am- 
bafTadora  at  London,  with  di- 
re£Hons  to  (hew  it  to  my  Lord 
Arlington ;  becaufe  I  cannot 
fo  well  truft  the  Nieuport  pac- 
quet,  too  much  expofed  to  the 
infpeAionof  the  French  ;  and 
I  am  not  yet  fo  perfeft  in  my 
cipher,  as  to  write  long  letter* 
in  it  upon  thefe  affairs. 

I  deiire  you  wiH  remember 

me  to  my  friends  at  the  Hague, 

Vol.  L  and 


icus  en  e/peas^  &  en  80OCCO 
ecus  di  remifeu  Mais  en  vous 
icrivant  ces  particularitis  je  ne 
pretens  vous  apprendre  encore 
rien  de  certain.  J* at  dit  dans 
un  plus  grand  ditatly  a  MeJJteurs 
^05  Deputes^  ce  quej'avois  cp- 
pris  touchant  Don  Juan  ;  y  a 
Pavenirjefcrai  toitjours  prit  a 
liur  declarer  toutes  les  chofes  que 
je  croirai  que  vousfertz.  hien  aife 
que  vous  foient  mandees  d'ici. 
Je  me  flate  qu'ils  vous  dironi 
qu*il  n'(/i  pas  necejfaire  de  me 
prier  de  me  communiquery  (jf  de 
m'oieurir  d  eux  avec  toutejcrte 
de  cmfianccj  pui/que  je  leur  en 
ai  deja  donnedes  preuves  depuis 
que  nous  nous  fommes  rajfembles 
ici.  Leur  entretien  &  leurs 
perfannes  me  feront  d'autant 
plus  agreablesy  queje  vois  qu^a-- 
vec  voire  eflime  ils  ont  auffi  tef- 
time  &  la  con  fiance  de  Mejifteurs 
lesEtats  ;  /ejl  Uhejuftice  ren^ 
due  a  leur  merit e  l^  a  leurs  qua- 
lites  perfnmeUes, 

ATaccordez-vmiS  la  Uherti 
de  vous  prier  cTenvoyer  une  co^ 
pie  de  cette  lettre  aux  /mhajfa- 
deurs  iHoUande  a  Londres^  a- 
vec  ordre  de  la  f aire  voir  a  Mi» 
lord  Arlington  ;  car  je  me  defie 
extrinument  du  courier  deNiew 
port^  trap  expojt  a  la  rencontre 
des  Franfois^  ^  je  ne  fuis  pas 
encore  ajfe:^  grand  maitre  dans 
mm  chtffre^  pour  nien  Jervir 
dans  les  affaires  d'un  aulji  long 
ditaiL 

Ji  vous  prie  de  m" aider  a  me 
conjerver  dans  le  Jimvemr  de 

C  c  mes 
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smd  believe  me,  as  much  as  nus  amis  de  la  Haye^  bt  dg  m^ 
any  man  in  the  >ydHd,  Sir,  cmin  ttmjoun^  *  Vf  autam '  fm 
yourj&c.  perfofmi  du  mondty  Mm/mar^ 

vStre  humbli  bf  tris  affi&Umni 

Serviteur, 


The  Memorial  given  to  the 
Marquis  of  CaJleU^o- 
drigo.     Fibr.  1668. 

np  HE  under  figned  Refident 
4    of  the  Kmg  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  Deputies  ex- 
traordinary of  the  States-Ge- 
neral of  oie  United  Nether- 
fands,  find  them&lves  obliged 
CO  reprefent  to  yottr  Excellen- 
cy,   that    hi)  Majefty   and 
their  High  Mightmefles  have 
lately  concluded  a  treaty,  by 
which  they  have  not  only  pro- 
vided for  their  proper  fecurity, 
but  alfo  for  the  peace  andquict 
^Chriftendom,  in  cafe  their 
neighbours  proceetf  in  it  with 
the    fame    good    intentions 
wherewith  the  faid  allies  have 
Begun  this  afBiir :  his  faid  Ma- 
JTOy  and  their  High   Migh- 
tineiles,  for  the  better  peric(2- 
ing  fo  Chriftian  a  work,  hav- 
ing given  orders  to  their  Mi- 
niflers  refiding  at  the  Courts  of 
both  Kings  at  prefent  in  war, 
to  endeavour  by  all  means,  and 
by  a  common  concert,  to  dif- 
gofe  both  the  faid  Kings  to 
accept  the  means  propofcd  by 
the  faid  allies,  as  the  readieft 
and  moft  neceflary  for  arriv- 
ing at  fo  happy  an:  end  ;  that 
is  to  fay,  to  accept  the  peace 
upon  the  alternative  already 
propofed  : 


Mcmoire  an  Marquis  de 
Caftcl-Rodrigo.  '^n- 
vers,  Fevr.  i068. 

Monfieur, 
J  ES  fiujpgmx  RifuUnt  dt 
-f-'  la  Grande  Brttagni^  W 
Us  Deputes  extraordinaires  dtt 
EtatS'Geniraux  des  Prownces 
Units  du  Pais- B as  fe  treuverit 
obliges  di  reprefenter  a  V.  £. 

?feja  A£fje/ie  bf  Iturs  Hautes 
utjfances  ayant  depuis  peu  con^ 
elu  un  traitij  par  uquelils  rfant 
pasfeulementpourvu  a  leur  pro^ 
prefureti^  mats  aujji  a  la  paiat 
V  repos  de  la  Chritiente^  en  cas 
que  Uurs  voijins  y  procedent  avee 
Us  mimes  bonnes  intentions  don^ 
Us  dits  Allies  ont  entame  eette 
affaire  ija  dite  Majejie  ^  leurs 
Ufautes  FkiJ/anceSy  pour  mewt 
acheminer  un  owjrageji  cbritien^ 
ont  dmne  ordres  a  Uurs  Mini^ 
Jlres  auprh  des  deux  Couronnt$ 
a  prefint  en  guerre^  di  tocher 
par  tous  moyensy  tS  par  un  con» 
cert  cemmuny  de  dijhpfer  Us  di* 
tes  deux  Couronnes  a  accepter  Us 
may  ens  pr^fis  par  Us  dits  M" 
£esj  cemme  Us  plus  prompts  bt 
Us  plus  necejjinres  pour  arrhoer  a 
unepnjiheureufe  \  t^eft-ohdire^ 
de  conjentir  a  ta  paix  fur  Pal^ 
temativedejapropojee;  bt  (pntr 
prevenir  Us  deadens  qui  pour- 
rant  furvenir  pour  mpicher  U 
pf ogres  dun  traiti)  de  confentir 
aufi 
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auJS  promptenunt  a  vm  trtvt 
jufqtia  la  fin  du  nwis  dt  Mars^ 
i^  en  attiniant  ^env^ymr  Imrs 
Plempoti$tti4iir£s  a  la  vilU  Jt  At^ 
la  ChapilUj  mums  ies  inftruifi^ 
ens  &  desp$uvoirs  requts  pvury 
tr alter  iff  conclure  la  paix  fir 
la  £te  ahematriH^  afin  fue  k 
feu  qutfe  vdit  a  prejent  alhtyni^ 
&  dufuet  Ies  itincelles  ft  vmt 
em  apparence  jetter  dans  la  pbts 
grande  part  de  la  Cbreiientiy  ft 
pmjfe  Inentk  itoufer  j  i^  fatri 
place  a  ttne  paix  ginerale^  dm^ 
rable^  ff  fuutaire  a  teus  eeux 
^  fe  trotevent  enuebppis  ok 
dans  Ies  iffets  eu  dans  Ies  confer 
quences  funeftes  de  la  guerra 
prefente. 


{KOpo&d :  gnd  (to  prevent  th« 
gu:ci<ients  tbatuuty  intervene 
to  binder  ^e  progreft  of  the 
fre^y)  to  con&nc  alfo  inune- 
diatdy  to  a  truce  till  the  end 
of  M»n:h,  and  in  the  mean 
vbile  to  fend  their  Plenipor 
tentiaxies  to  Aix  la  Chapellei 
fumiihed  with  inftrudions  and 
{K>wers,  necefiary  to  treat  and 
conclude  a  peace  upon  thefaid 
alternative  ;  that  the  fire  at 
preTent  kindled,  and  whereof 
in  all  appearance  the  fparks 
are  ready  to  fly  through  the 
greateft  part  of  Chriftendom, 
may  be  foon  extinguifhed, 
ana  give  place  to  a  general 
and  lading  peace,  to  the  fafe- 
ty  of  all  thofe  who  find  them- 
felves  engaged  in  the  fad  ef- 
feds  or  confequences  of  the 
prefent  war. 

The  faid  Refident  and  De- 
puties extraordinary  are  more 
particularly  obliged,  by  the  or- 
ders of  their  Matters,  to  re- 
prefent  to  your  Excellency, 
how  glorious  it  will  be  to  you, 
bow  advantageous  to  the  com- 
mon ends  of  the  peace,  and 
how  neceflary  for  preferving 
to  Spain  the  remainder  of 
Flanders,  that  your  Excellen- 
cy, by  virtue  of  your  powers, 
would  make  the  iirft  ftep  in 
this  great  aflfair,  by  confenting 
readUy  to  the  faid  alternative, 
and  to  the  (aid  truce,  »i^  to 
fhe  difpatchingof  the  faid  Ple- 
nipotentiaries to  Aix  la  Cha- 
pelle  i  and  for  the  better  en* 
tcring  into  tbit  negotiation, 
and 


Les  dits  Refideni  &  Us  27#- 
putes  extraerdinaires  fe  /yvar- 
vent  plus  particuUerement  oMf- 
gis^  par  les  erdres  de  leurs  maU 
tresj  de  reprefenter  a  V.  B. 
combien  il  Im  fera  gkrieux  V 
auotttageux  a  la  fin  cowueamf 
de  la  paix^  ^  necejfaire  a  la 
cmferuation  de  ce  qui  refie  0 
FEfpagne  dans  les  Pa'ts-  Bas^  que 
V.  £•  en  vertu  de  fes  pouvoirs 
fajfe  le  premier  pas  dans  eHH 
grande  afiaire,  en  ctnfentant 
promptement  a  la  dite  alteator 
tive^  ^  a/a  dite  trevej  &  i 
la  depiche  des  dits  Plenip^ten- 
tiaires  a  la  ville  iAix  la  Cha^ 
pelle  :  et  auffi  peur  mieux  aehe- 
miner  eeite  nmciatien  bf  la  dite 
treve^   que  r.  £•  Je  dedawe 
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and  the  /aid  truce,  diat  your  pwnptemtnt  tccce^  la  irhm 

Excellency  wQl  declare  tni-  qug  fa  Majefii  iris  ChreHenn^ 

mediately  your  accepution  of  afrapafUU  \%.tlm)etnhre  1667, 

the  truce,    which  the   moft  jufqu'au  dsrmerjour  de  M^s 

Chrtilian  King  has  propofed,  i668.     Eit  fur  tms  ces  paints 

from  the  18th  of  November  to  Us  £ts  Rtfident  fcf  les  Depu-- 

the  laft  of  March,j668.  And,  tis  extraordinaires  fe  trouvent 

upon  ail  thele  pomts,  the  fdid  obliges  de  prier  V.  E.  avtc  tatt- 

Refident  and  Deputies  extra-  us  Us  inftancespoffitUs,  de  Uwr 

ordinary    do  pray  your  £x-  domur    une  retenfe  promfte^ 

cellency,  with  all  poffible  ia-  mht^  ^  agriabU  aux  bonms  (^ 

fiances,  to  give  them  a  fpeedy  fmntts  difpofhUns  avec  Ufpul^ 

and  plain  anfwer,.a2reeable.  to  Us  fa  Majeftt  &  Uurs  Hautes 

the  good  and  holv  difpofitions  Puiffances  ont  entame  &  pour* 

wherewith    his  Majefty  and  fmvi ce deffnn glorieuxli  Chri^ 

their  High  MightinefTes  have  tkn  di  la  paix  communis 
begun  and  t)UFfutd  ihia-glorU 
ous  and  Chriftian  defign  o£  a 
general  peace, 

To  my  Lord  Hallifax. 

My  Lordi,  BrufTels,  March  2,  N.  S.  166?. 

IT  would  be  a  difficult  thing  to  anfwer  a  letter  I  re- 
ceived lately  from  your  Lordfhip,  if  it  could  be 
ever  difficult  for  me  to  do  a  duty  where  I  owe  it  fb 
much,  and  pay  it  fo  willingly.  The  refleftions  I  make 
upoA  what  you  fay,  and  what  I  hear  from  other  hands 
of  the  fame  kind,  carry  me  only  to  confidcr  how  much 
by  chance,  and  how  unecjuajlv,  perfons  and  things  are 
judged  at  a  diftance  ;  and  make  me  apprehend,  from 
fb  much  mor^  applaufe  dian  ia  m.y  due  upon  this  oc- 
casion, that  upon  the  next  I  may  meet  with  as  much 
more  blame  than  I  deferve  s  aaone  feldom  has  a  greac 
-ran  of  cards  whjch  is  not  fallowed  by  an  ill  one,  at 
leaft  g^efters  that  are  no  hickier  than  L  It  is  not 
my  part  to  undeceive  people,  that  will  make  my  fuc- 
cedes  pals  for  merit  or  ability ;  but,  for  my  friends,  I 
would  not  ehcat  them  to  my  advantage  it£clf  -,  and 
thextfore  will  teU  you  the  fecret  of  all  that  has  feemed 
fb  fmprifmg  in  n^y  negouation  -,  which  is,  that  things 

drawn 


and  ether  Mttdjlen  (f  Statt^ '         3  97 

drawn  out  of  their  ceater  are  not  to  be  moved  with-, 
out  much  force,  or  fkill,  or  time ;  but,  to  make  them 
return  to  their  center  again,  there  is  required  biHt  little 
of  either,  for  nature  itfelf  does  the  work.  The  true 
center  of  our  two  nations,  now  fo  near  allied,  is 
where  they  now  are  feated ;  and  nothing  was  in  the 
way  of  their  returning  thither,  but  the  extreme  jea- 
loufles  grown  between  the  Minifters  oa'both  fides, 
and  from  thence  diffufed  among  the  people  ^  and  this 
it  was  my  good  luck  to  cure,  by  falling  into  a  great 
confidence  with  Monfieur  de  Witt,  ¥rhich  made  all 
the  reft  eafy :  and  there  is  the  whole  ftory,  that  you 
may  fee  how  much  you  are  either  biafled  or  miftaken 
in  all  the  reft  you  fay  of  it.  For  what  you  mention 
of  reward,  I  know  not  how  it  came  into  your  head^ 
but  I  am  fure  it  never  entered  into  mine,  nor,  I  dare 
fay,  into  any  body's  elfe.  I  will  confefs  to  you,  that, 
confidering  the  approbation  and  good  opinion,  which 
his  Majefly,  and  fome  confiderable  enough  abouc  him, 
have  been  abufed  into,  by  my  good  fortune  in  this 
bufinefs,  I  think,  a  wUer  man  might  poflibly  make 
Ibme  benefijt  of  ;t,  and  fome  of  my  friends  have  ad<- 
vifed  me  to  attempt  it,  but  it  is  in  vain  :  for  I  know 
not  how  to  a(kt  nor  why,  and  this  is  not  an  age  where 
any  thing  is  given  without  it.  And,  by  that  time  you 
fee  me  next,  you  (hall  find  all  this  which  was  fo  much 
in  talk  to  my  advantage  for  nine  days,  as  much  for- . 
gotten  as  if  it  had  never  been,  and  Very  juftly,  I  think; 
tor  in  that  time  it  received  a  great  deal  more  than  its 
due,  from  many  other  hands  as  well  as  from  yours. . 
This  I  tell  you,  that  you  may  not  deceive  yourfelf  by 
hoping  to  fee  me  ever  confiderable,  farther  than  in  the 
kindnefs  of  my  friends;  and  that  your 'Lotdfhip  may 
do  your  part  to  make  me  fo  in  that,  feeing  nle  like  to 
fail  in  all  other  ways.  But,  as  I  remembpr,  this  is  a 
time  with  you  for  good  fpeeches,  and  not  for  ill  let- 
ters i  I  will  therefore  end  this,  to  makt  you  more 
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rddm  foe  the  others,  and  hfspt  that  nontf  of  the  eio^ 
tf uence  yoa  are  entertained  with,  tan  be  iriore  pefftnt^ 
RM  than  a  plain  truth,  when  I  aOure  vou  thtlt  I  aiir» 
my  Lord,  your  Lordfhip's  moft  £uthnil  humbfe  kt- 
tanc. 

Tb  /^jf  Lord  ArUngton. 

My  Lord,  Brufiets^  Nfarch  ^,  K.  S.  if^^« 

II  Am  forry  his  Majcfty  (houkj  rneet  with  ^thk^ 
>  he  did  not  look  for  at  the  o|)ieBing  of  this  lefllM^af 
arltament }  but  confefs  I  do  not  fee  why  hi9  Ma^^ 
jefty  fhould  not  only  confent^  but- encourage  any  en-^ 
<{Qiries  or  difouifitions  they  defire  to  make  into  tlie! 
miicarriages  ot  tfce  late  war^  as  well  as  he  has  done  af** 
usiAf  in  the  matter  of  accounti :  for,  if  it  be  not  m^ 
ceflary,  it  is  a  King*s^  eafe  and  happinefs  to  content 
his  people.  I  doubc,  a^  men  will  never  part  willing* 
ly  vmh  their  money,  unlefs  they  be  well  perfuaded  it 
will  b^  employed  diredtly  to  thofe  ends  for  which  they 
gave  \t\  fo  they  will  never  be  fadsfied  with  a  govern* 
mentv  unlefs  they  lee  men  are  chofen  into  offices  and 
employments  by  being  fit  for  them,  continued  for 
^charging  them  well,  rewardedfor  extraordinary  me- 
rit, and  punifhed  for  remarkable  faults.  Befides,  in 
thefe  caKs,  his  Majefty  difcharges  the  hardlhip  and 
ieverity  of  all  punilhments  upon  the  Parliament,  and 
commits  noforce  ypon  the  gentlenefsofhisown  nature, 
while  his  ftibjedb  fee  that  no  tendernefs  of  their  Prince, 
nor  corruption  of  Minifters,  can  preferve  them  long 
from  parying  what  they  owe  to  any  forfeits  of  their 
duty.  Nor  indeed  can  any  Prince  do  juftice  to  thoft 
that  ferve  him  well^  without  punifhing  thofe  that  ferve 
him  ill,  fince  that  is  to  make  their  conditions  equal, 
whofe  deferts  are  difierent.  I  Ihould  not  fay  this  to 
any  perfon  but  your  Lordfhip,  to  whom  I  know  part 
of  that  juftice  is  dtee.  But,  to  fay  the  truth,  the  pro- 
grefs  4Ad  ciid' of  th?  li^ft  war  went  fo  much  to  my 

hem. 
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Iiearty  and  I  have  heard  fo  much  lately  from  Mbnfieur 
de  Witt  conperning  the  carriage  of  it  on  our  (iae,  Spe- 
cially i^haj  fell  under  his  eye  while,  he  .was  abroad  in 
the  fleets  that  j  cannot  but  think;  tlic.Parli^ent  may 
be  excufed  for  th^ir  warmth  in  this  purfyit.  But  your 
Lordfliip  can  beft  difcern  by  the  cquffe  of  debates^, 
whether  this  proceeds  from  a  ileady  inteptipn  upon  a 
general  good,  or  from/ome  accidfiital  .diftempers^ 
from  which  the  ereateft  and  belt  afifemb^^^^^^  of  men 
are  not  always  ihree,  elpecially  when  thqr  have  con* 

tinued  long^  together. , ^ 

I  beg  your  Lord(hip*s  pardon  for  my  liberty  in 
thefc  diico^rles^  to  which  ypu  were  pleafed  to  encour- 
dge  me  by  hearing  me  fo  obli|^n^y  t^^^  minutes 

I  was  allowed  ^r  fuch  talk  or  ^oughts  at  iny  lail' 
being  with  ypu,  and  froni  the  fcnf^^yqu  tbienexpref- 
fed  of  the  abfolute  aeceifity  there  was  £ox  his  Maj^fty 
to  fall  into  a  perfefb  intdligence  widi  M^i  P^fhanient^* 
efpecially  being  engaged  into  ah  appearance  of  a6lion[ 
abroad  by  the  force  of  this  prefent  conjundliure.  I  am 
cver^  &c. 


ToSiryobnfrewr. 

SIR^    .  .  Brul&Is,  ^arcliji^^^^^ 

/^  Bout  ten  days  fince  I  di^tclicjj  away  a^ 
j\  to  you  (jointly  with  the  cle^ 
whereby  we  acquainted  you  and.lylonncur  Bouhing*- 
ham,  that  the  Marquis  de  Caf^l-Itpdrigo  had  ac-^ 
tepted  the  truce  and  fufpenfion  of  arm^  propoied  fome 
time  fince  by  France,  until  ttie  enH  o'fMarch,  as  well^ 
as  the  other  propofed  lately  by  hi^' Klajeftv  and  the 
States-General  until  ;he  end  of  May.  We  are  in 
fome  pain  to  have  yet  received  no  account  of  his  ar-* 
rival,  but  hope  this  delay  will  lie  recompenfed  by 
bringing  us  news  of  the  treaty*s  being  accepted  in 
(be  feme  terms  by  that  Court  as  well  as  by  this.  How- 
C  c  4  ever. 
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ever,  in  ctfc  of  any  fcruple  which  may  be  raifed  there, 
for  want  of  due  notice  given  of  the  acceptation  here,  we 
now  fend  you  an  ad  of  the  Marquis  Caftel-Rodrigo, 
authorifing  his  Majefty's  and  the  States  Minifters  at 
Paris  to  manifeft  to  that  Court  his  Excellency's  faid 
acceptation,  and  thereupon  to  negotiate  and  conclude 
the  liame  on  that  fide. 

And,  to  the  end  that  no  objeftion  may  be  made  by 
France  againft  the  prefent  expedition  of  this  truce,  in 
order  to  an  enfuing  treaty  and  peace,'  we  fend  you 
likewife  by  this  exprefs  the  Marquis's  laft  anfwcr  to 
our  inftances  yeftcrday  made  for  the  acceptation  al(b 
of  the  alternative,  which  is  fo  full  and  fo  direft  to  the 
ends  of  our  late  treaty,  that  we  have  now  nothing  leff 
to  do  on  this  fide,  the  remainder  of  the  whole  nego- 
tiation lying  on  your  parts  at  Paris,  which  we  are  here 
very  much  plcafed  with,  fcdng  it  is  devolved  to  fo 
much  abler  hands.  I  hope  you  will  place  the  whole 
ftrcngth  of  his  Majefty's  and  the  States-General  cre- 
dit in  that  Court  upon  an  immediate  confent  to  the 
fufpenfion  of  arms,  knowing  how  datigerous  all  new 
accidents  may  prove  to  the  fair  hopes  and  profpeA  in 
which  we  are  at  prefent  of  a  peace  ^  and  withal  how 
far  his  Majefty  and  the  States  are  engaged  to  take 
p^rt  in  any  a<^on  that  fhall  begin  after  the  Marquis's 
accepting  the  alternative,  as  well  as  all  other  points  of 
their  late  proiedfor  brinmng  about  fo  happy  an  end. 

For  a  Rood  prefa£;e  of  this  greater  peace,  wereceiv- 
cd  here  the  news  of  that  of  Portugal,  the  very  even- 
ing which  brought  us  fo  happily  the  Marquis's  an<> 
iwer  upon  the  alternative,  which  has  fo  much  raifed 
the  hearts  of  the  Spaniards  here,  that  we  are  likely  to 
have  lefs  thinks  for  preffingthem  fo  far  to  a  prejudi- 
cial peace,  ^s  they  eileem  it  on  this  fide  2  but,  fince 
they  are  already  obliged,  it  will  depend  wholly  uor 
pen  France  to  hinder  the  conclufion  of  this  in  the 
fame  feafon  with  the  other ;  which  I  will  believe 
ihcm  top  wile  to  do,  as  well  as  too  conftant  to  the 

^filirance^ 
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aflurances  they  have  already  given  his  Majefty,  the 
States,  aod  feveral  other  Princes  in  this  point ;  of 
which  the  immediate  confenting  to  a  fu(penfion  of 
arms  will  fliew  the  meaning  and  effect. 

I  (ball  no  farther  increafe  your  prefent  trouble,  than 
by  the  profefEonsof  my  being.  Sir,  your  moft  humble 
fcrvant. 


To  the  Count  de  Molina^ 
Spanijb   Jmbajfador  at 
'  London. 

My  Lord  J    March  7,  1668. 
VT  O  U  R  Excellency  cannot 

*  doubt  of  myfatisfaflion  in 
arriving  at  Bruifels  to  find  my- 
UU  there  immediately  poiief- 
fed  of  your  letter  with  the  in- . 
clofed  paper i  though  the  news- 
of  your  health  was  more  ne- 
ceiTary  to  me,  than  that  of  the 
unreafonablenefs  of  one  of 
your  neighbours,  and  true  in- 
terefts  of  the -others,  which  I 
find  fo  welt  deicribed  there. 
But  the  beftriok  tn  the  world ; 
is  not  4  balfam  that  can  cure 
fuch  wounds  ;  they  muft  find 
their  remedy  from  more  pow- 
erful medicines,  which  the. 
Marquis  of  Caftel-Rodrigohas 
given  us  reafon  to  hopeV'i? 
France  will  ftill  phufe  rather 
to  fall  out  with  all  the  world 
than  to  make  a  peace  (b  much 
to  their  own  advantage  as  that 
we  offer  them  :  at  leaft  it  is 
certain,  that  your  Excellency 
with  a  ftroke  of  your  pen  hz% 
broufi^ht  to  light  the  moft  co- 
vrrtd  defigps  of  your  eiiemici;^ 


Al  Conde  de  Molina, 


Scnnor  Mio,  7  Marco  1668. 
717  0  pucde  V.  E,  duiioj  dd 
mJ^^  f ^  ^^  f^/?///?  tidlfgar 
a  BruJjeUuSf  aviendonie  yo  alia" 
dff  Q  qui  confu  carta  in  las  ma-- 
noscon  U  quaderno  ad^unto^  aw/L-- 
qui  a  mi  era  mucbo  masnecijpi^ 
ria  la  notida  difufalud  de  r»E. 
que  no  di  lajmrazon  de  unbfi^Q 
Vizittd  ny  dil  intgnz  verdadtro 
di  hs  otrosy  que  van  rnuy  hitn 
trafadds  in  il  dicho  quadirnp  ; 
Per^la.mejarthtta  dil  monda  na 
iS  halfamo  boftanti  para  curar 
talis  heridasy  y  is.minejler  ri» 
nudios  masfuertg^  a  hs  cualis 
laprudencla  delSemiorA^rqius 
di  Cafiel  Rodrigi  a  dado  lugar 
fi  la-  Francia'  par  fus  peccados 
mas  quijiire  la  guerra  con  todo 
il  mendo^  qui  no  la  pox  avanta- 
jada  qui  la  bimos  offncido  :  a 
lo  menosfipuidi  dezir  quiS.  B. 
con  un  rafyo  di  fluma  a  facada 
in  hiZ  l^s  dijtmos  mas  emubiir" 
tos  difus  inimigosy  a  dado  a  bs 
inter- 
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ttodcce^yedf,  with  the  grea^ 
clearnefsjof  your  friends,  add 
put  Flinders  under  the  (ectirdt 
proteftion ;  of  which  I  carinbt 
help  rejoicing  with  yoifi  as  the 
afuthor. 

For  what  relates  to  Father 
Patrick,  how  much  foever  I 
concern  mjrfelf  in  hb  fortunes, 
I  do  not  yet  fee  any  way  that 
it  can  be  m  my  power  to  ferve 
him  on  this  occafion ;  the  laft 
French  conquefts  having  de- 
termined ^e  difpute  between 
the  Abbot  Amolphino  and 
the  Marquis  of  Haden,  about 
thft  Abb^  dela  Charit& 

But  the  Marquis  de  Caftel* 
Rodri^o  has  aniired  me,  he 
will  mA  ibme  other  way  of 
fliewing  the  efleein  he  has 
iMh  for  the  nierib  and  perfon 
of  Father  Patrick,' to  whom  I 
kope  your  Excellency  will  do 
m^  iirfUce,  havingertdeavour- 
ed  (though  without  fuccefs  by 
this  unhappy  cpnjundhire)  aft 
chtit  lay  in  my  poWer  to  ferve 
bim.  I  kifs  your  Excellency's 
bands,  and  am  yours,  &c. 


Pritiiam  femj^le, 

iinm^iiii/ijftas'Mu 
dii  mmt  uAtir^  mksjk^ 
^imfiioMlluraii^^  iiiU 
m  tie  fiaUinfiSr  de  M^a 

For  tntfrelhdo  quijiy  in  bi, 
mmuntos  difPairt  Patrid§^  n9 

nftis in ijta(k€a]im\  ennmS§  td 
Prtiicia  coHfiipefbnra  tinpS/lm 
ditermnada  il  pUjti  emri  d 
Abad  Amoljmy  el  Marqugs  de 
Badm^  en  h  di  la  Abmk  ie  la 
Caridad. 


Tero  elSennor  Marquis  me 
baprtmutido  c^  nrndM  f>ir^  de 
baudr  etra  manerd  iUtiiOfnfeftar 
en  fudfitoJUma  Ui  perfimed  y 
Us  niet-ihs  del  didw  pad^e^  d 
qiden  V.  E.  me  badejuftifidr 
per  dUernte  en^ennade  quoftfB 
erdpeffUdi  enfifonigotie  tnoMs 
fdltaSe  en  alcancdrle  per  td  def* 
Scba  de  Ids  cepmiuras, 

i.LM.D.KE. 


Su  Mayer  Serviderm 


^0  my  Lord  JbUngtok. 

My  Lordi  Bruflcls,  March  13,  N.  S.  i65y. 

TH  E  laft  poft  brought  me  none  trom  Englandp 
nor  has  this  week  as  yet  brought  nie  any  from 
Spain  •,  fo  that  it  is  France  only  at  this  time  that  en- 
tertains us.  The  difpatch  returned  us  late  laft  night 
from  Sir  John  Trevor,  upon  the  point  of  the  alter- 
native, has  given  the  town  here  oCcalion  do  talk  of 
the  peace  as  a  thins  done,  though  I  know  not  yet 
what  the  Marquis  ^ys  to  it,  having  not  feen  him 

fiacc. 
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fiAce  i  but  think  ht  poffible  he  may  be  as  much  iiir- 
prtfctf  ^th  thdr  accfcttifltfff,  as^  Sir  jfohntrcvor  feyst 
they  ^r6  ^th  W.  it  Sttiiiiplzin  tome  that  Franc6 
dtnfti  ta  pulfuie'  the  Wif,  biit  f^  oiir  eh^^^g  in  it  1 
and,  to  hindfef  tfca^  ^1  oft  all  the  adcb^fs  that  caii 
be  to  hy  the  6^(tAi(^6)if  of^Sct  upon  the  Sp4Aiaixi9. 
They  ort  the^  otl^^r  6dff  ddm'tf  to  c6hdi>ue  the  war, 
provided  the^  ittay  bcf  ibW  of  our  and  Holland's  aif- 
ftff  anee  i  aha  to  th^stt  €hd^  if  they  play  their  game  well, 
they  wilf  bfe  fiWl  t6'  titbtt  tli?  addrefs  of  France  upon 
Aenfl,  aitd  lay  thd*  tHiSic  6f  ftic  war  at  their  door^, 
^thOXrt  WhicA  tirty  HmUti  liopcs  of  Ktoltand's  falK 
Jrtg  into  their  pMf  \  wh<6,  whctlicr  dSey  are  partial 
to  the  ftthcHaf  h6tothis  quarriel,  arc  certainly  par- 
dal  to  the  ptat^,  iXid  will  hot  be  drawn  to  (hare  in 
die  war  but  upoh  the'  fart  hccefltty-  Thercfotc  my 
btifinefs'  Will  hi  at  prtfchf  to  induce  the  ifeTarquis  to 
dfe^  thofe  two  fcfu^les  made  by  the  French  upon  his 
foW^fS,  and  the  d^diCt  6f  6hcor  other  of  the  alterna- 
tives ;  ih  which  I  khow  not  what  fuccefs  I  am  like  t<^ 
have  after  fo  itiany  advances  made  already  as  he  con- 
ceives on  his  ficitei  ahd  fo  near  Don  John's  arrival,  at 
fcaft  accordihg  to  the  prefcht  reckoning  here,  which 
perfuades  us  that  hedejpatted  from  Madrid  upoh  tha 
2  2d  paft. 

I  know  your  Lprdfliip  has  the  fame  papers  t  re** 
ceived  from  Sir  John  Trevor,  ahd,  from  what  occurs 
upoh  them  here',  I  beg  yoiir  Lordfhip*s  leave  that  I 
may  this  once  refer  you  to  the  incloled  copy  of  my 
letter  this  evening  to  him  upon  that  fubjeft,  having 
not  time  left  me  to  repeat  it  here  fo  at  large  as  I  ought 
to  do. 

The  truth  is,  I  never  had  fo  hard  a  part  upon  me 
is  I  haVe  at  this  tihils,  to  keep  all  in  good  temper  be- 
tween the  Marquis  and  the  dieputies  of  Holland :  for, 
befides,  that  their  ends  may  perhaps  be  a  little  diffe- 
rent, their  complexions  are  extremely  fo :  he  is  not 

the 
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the  eafiefl  of  accefs,  nor  the  quickeft  of  diipatch  1 
and  his  officers  are  at  the  fame  race.  The  Dutch  de- 
puties are  all  upon  the  fpur  \  and  when  they  demand 
an  audience  or  a  paper,  if  they  have  it  not  within 
half  an  hour,  they  fay,  the  Marquis  ^f  imcque  JPeux^ 
fc?  ils  fe  trcuvent  obUgez  de  Tefcrire  ce  fnr  aux  Efiais^ 
&  quele  Marquis  necberche  quidesretardemens^  0  f^ 
la  de  les  engager  dans  la  guerre.  When  they  receive 
orders  to  move  the  Marquis  in  any  particuUr»  they 
muft  have  it  granted  the  fim  time  it  £giUs  in  dUcourfi^ 
and  in  the  very  fame  form  and  words  it  nips  in  their 
letters  \  and  think  the  Marquis  ought  to  obferve  the 
States  order  and  directions  as  punctually  as  they  \  and 
will  reafon  him  to  the  death  upon  every  point.  The 
Marquis,  who  ufes  to  owe  no  man  any  thing  in  that 
kind,  grows  ten  times  more  difficult  by  that  time  they 
have  talked  an  hour,  than  he  was  at  firft^  and,  engag- 
ing in  large difcourfes,  gives  them  twenty  occalions  of 
growing  warm  upon  the  place,  and  wife  afterwards 
by  interpretations,  that,  God  knows,  were  never  in 
the  cafe;  fo  that  in  their  audiences,  between  the 
Marquis's  eloquence  and  their  Lcyden  philofbphy, 
the  cards  commonly  run  high,  and  all  is  pique  and 
repique  between  them  ;  and  I  am  to  go  to  one  and 
the  other  next  day  to  fet  all  right  again,  and  endea- 
vour to  make  them  agree  afunder  upon  points  which 
they  could  by  no  means  a^e  upon  together.  But,  if  J 
go  on,  I  (hall  weary  your  Lordlhip  4s  much  as  they 
weary  me  :  and  therefore  I  fliall  break  off  this  letter 
with  telling  you  only,  that  the  talk  here  is  of  an  at- 
tempt for  the  relief  of  Gcnap,  and  that  the  horfc  are 
drawing  together  for  that  purpofe  %  with  what  fuc- 
'  cefs  I  know  not,  but  am  fure  the  French  dcfervc  none 
there,  for  continuing  an  attempt  fo  long  after  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  all  enterprifes  was  accorded,  I  am  ever,  &€• 
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To  Sir  jfobn  Trevor. 

SIR,  Bruffels, March  13,  N.  S.  166?. 

I  Am  two  letters  in  your  debt  fince  my  laft  by  the 
ordinary,  one  of  the  8th,  the  other  of  the  12  th  j 
but  I  muft  needs  fay  that  your  laft  has  left  you  no- 
thing in  mine.  That  King's  anfwcr  is  full  and  fair 
in  my  apprehenfion,  what  it  will  appear  in  the  Mar- 
quis's I  know  not :  for,  fince  that  Court  cavils  at  his 
acceptation  of  the  alternative,  and  calls  it  captious,  I 
know  not  whether  he  may  not^have  his  revenge  at 
theirs.  Befides,  Monfieur  Lionne's  letter,  I  confefs, 
looks  of  a  very  different  ftyle  from  his  Matter's,  and, 
in  my  judgment,  artificial :  nor  do  I  underftand  great 
Minifters  reafoning  upon  the  intentions  of  Crowns, 
rather  from  common  report,  from  paflages  of  private 
men's  letters,  or  of  books  made  for  argument,  than 
from  the  open  and  pofitive  declaration  of  Minifters, 
who  ought  to  know  their  powers  bcft,  and  how  to  ufe 
them.  Befides,  they  give  the  Spaniards  very  fair  play 
againft  them  in  this  kind  of  war,  by  an  adion  I  am 
very  much  unfetisfied  in,  which  is,  beginning  and 
continuing  the  fiege  of  Genap  about  four  leagues  from 
hence,  now  the  eighth  day  after  the  accord  granted 
by  France  forthefufpenfionof  arms,  notwithftanding 
our  fignification  of  it  to  the  commander  of  thofe 
troops ;  befides  the  feizing  of  another  caftle  five  days 
after  the  faid  accord,  though  the  courier  came  in  two 
days  from  Paris,  and  the  lame  hafte  might  as  eafily 
have  been  made  upon  the  other  errand.  In  fliort,  if 
France  pretends  to .  be  believed  here,  they  muft  give 
deeds  as  well  as  words  ;  and  will  fhew  the  fincerity  of 
their  intentions  for  peace,  by  confenting  to  the  truce 
till  the  end  of  May,  accepted  already  here  ;  fince,  if 
there  fhoul^d  be  any  defedt  in  the  Marquis's  powers, 
it  may  be  Eafily  fupplied  with  a  little  time>  and  any 

delay 
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delay  in  the  choice  of  the  alternative  repaired.  In  the 
mean  while  I  will  hppiB  by  th?  Wfi  courier  to  give 
you  fatisfaftion  in  diofe  points ;  for  I  neither  know 
why  ^he  Marquis  (hoiUd  he  (difficult  in  making  his 
choice  upon  the  alten^tiye,  (9|r  q^po^ng  t|)f  p){irDeri«l 
claufes  of  his  ppwpr^^  which  |  wOl  ^iSS^re  ypo  ^re  «s 
full,  in  my  apprehenfipn^  as  omi  be  gr^^eg,  I9  thii 
miean  time,  this  cQurier  gpes  tq  ypp  with  a  duplfCiC^ 
Qf  Monfil^ur  Colbert's  pail  ( vh^ch  ^{m  ^%%  iopne  tioaf 
jince  tp  the  Ifiternuncjo  ^i  i^iif)  with  t^  or(ler$  firnt 
gut  for  (he  fufpenijon  of  arms,  and  w)t^  the^Cii^iji^^^ 
4fmun|ga  day  for  the  @4ron  dp  9^i^gl?yc^*s  comiiiff  tQ 
Aix,  u}  caip  Monlie^r  Colbert  can  be  re^y  in  uiAf 
time  ^  though  f  ^o  not  fee  how  tl^  tr^^  pa^  bfsgin 
till  his  Majdty's  and  the  Staf:f:s  ^^nifters  can  be  diere, 
a9  well  ^  Fwo  principals ;  ^nd,  in  that  rcg^d,  m 
veil  a^  n)any  others,  it  will  l^  abfqlu^y  qecp^ry 
tp  pbt^in  Fraifce's  con^nt  to  (he  truce,  if  they  wpui4 
|]^ve  us  belieye  they  intend  the  pe^ce,  ^,  in  the  mojin 
ume,  to  procure  orders  for  the  fvifpenfio^  pf  ^ris^sbi^f 
lore  Genapi^as  well  as  all  other  places. 

To-morrow  I  expeft  an  4\)4ience  qpoi^  the  choi^^ 
of  the  alternative  \  thpugh  \  confefi;  I  did  not  (hii^ky 
4ny  more  than  the  Marquis,  diat  fuch  declara^ipq  ww 
necefn^ry  before  the  Minifters  meeting  ^t  ^vl  \  but 
the  compliance  mull  be  on  the  weaker  f^de,  ?nd,  tq 
th^t  purpofe,  I  fhall  yfe  my  bell  et^deavpiirs:!  ai\d  re- 
main. Sir,  &:c. 

7i  my  Lord  J^lingtori^ 

My  Lord,  Brvifiels,  March  1 6,  N.  S.  1 668. 

By  your  Lordfliip^s  of  the  28tb  p4l;»  I  am  put  out 
of  p^in  for  the  Merlin  yatch,  apd  return  of  the 
ratification  upon  the  laft  treaty.  The  errpr  in  thq 
forms  of  the  preceding  inftruments, .  lent  over  for  hi^ 
Majefty's  ratification,  was,  I  fuppofe,  occafipne4,  as 
yoMf  Lordihip  fays,  by  the  omiffion  of  figning  both 
i  parts. 
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partSy  which  I  cpnfefs  was  offcr<ed  me  by  the  Dutch 
Cbpihii{Il6ners,biit^  bejngunpradifed  in  thofe  fbrms» 
Ichpfe  tQ  follow  the  Ambaflador's  example  at  J^reda^ 
who  figned  but  one.   * 

Your  JL.ordlhip  fees  how  ill  a  Miniftcr  I  am  likely 
to  make,  if  ever  I  muft  enter  upon  new  forms,  or  a 
charafterthat  requires  being  more  punftual  in  them. 
I  Ihall  however  fay  no  ipore  in  anfwer  to  what 
your  Lordfliip  has  hinted  to  me  about  the  journey  to 
Aix,  havui^  written  from  Antwerp  all  that  occurred 
to  me  upon  it :  after  which  1  know  very  well,  it  be- 
comes mp  to  leave  all  to  the  Kine^s  pleafure.  I  have 
af|ced  the  Marquis,  with  what  character  he  will  fend 
the  Baron  de  Bergeyck  j  he  fays,  in  quality  of  Pleni- 
potentiary, but,  m  the  reft,  with  power  to  take  upo}i 
him  that  chara^er  the  French  Mmifter  fhall  aiiiime. 
He  plainly  acknowledges  that  in  right  he  cannot 
iehd  any  man  with  the  title  of  an  AmbaiTador,  which 
lies  only  between  two  Sovereigns  ;  and  I  know  not 
why  the  charafter  of  Plenipotentiary  may  not  agree 
with  that  of  Envoy  Extraordinary  on  all  hands.  But 
the  light  in  this  point  muft  be  drawn  from  France, 
and  not  from  this  place. 

Laft  night  at  ah  audience  jointly  with  the  Dutch 
deputies  (which  I  had  di^ofed  in  the  morning  with 
the  Marquis,  and  with  difficulty  enough)  his  Excel- 
lency was  content  to  declare  his  choice  of  the  alter- 
native, which  was  to  leave  France  their  conqueft  of 
laft  campaign,  and  likewife  to  promife  us  a  tranfcrip- 
tion  of  the  moft  material  daules  :  both  to  be  fent  to 
Sir  John  Trevor  and  Mr.  Van  Bouningham  at  Paris, 
to  enable  them  to  give  that  Court  fatisfadlion  upon 
their  leaft  ol^eflions  againft  the  Marquis's  acceptatioa 
of  the  alternative.  So  that  we  have  now  gained  the 
utmoft  point  that  can  bedefired  here  in  purfuit  of  our 
treaty,  and  muft  leave  the  reft  upon  tneir  hands  at 
Paris. 

The 
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The  Marquis  took  ocealion  at  the  fame  time  Co 
complain  hard  of  the  French  breaking  thefufpenfion 
by  the  attempt  upon  Genap»  which  was  yielded  to 
them,  two  days  fmce  upon  conditions,  after  a  lam 
breach  with  their  cannon,  and  (eems  to  be  defigned  ror 
apoft  to  block  up  this  town,  which  they  would  cer<- 
tainly  do  if  they  could  pofTefs  themfelves  of  Tcrvcur 
and  Vilvorde ;  the  firit  being  an  abandoned  place» 
and  the  fecond  not  tenable  without  forces  to  relieve 
it.  I  do  not  fee  how  his  Majefty  and  the  States  can 
rcfufe  to  oblige  France  to  reftore  Genap  within  the 
time  of  the  fufpenfion,  fince  no  pretence  of  miftake 
or  delay  in  the  orders  can  appear  at  all  lincere  with- 
out the  reftitution,  the  fiege  continuing  to  the  eighth 
day  after  the  accord  made  for  thefufpenfion  at  Paris. 

The  Marquis  feems  to  apprehend,  that  theefFedts 
of  our  having  obtained  from  him  all  that  France  can 
demand  in  purfuit  of  their  former  propofals,  or  we  in 
purfuit  of  our  treaty,  will  be  a  fudden  throwing  off 
the  mafk  on  the  French  fide,  and  making  what  ad- 
vances they  can  in  the  war,  before  we  and  Holland 
,  arc  in  pofture  to  enter  upon  defence  of  this  country, 
and  therefore  prefles,  all  that  can  be,  our  arming,  and 
concerting  how  to  proceed  in  fuch  a  cafe  :  and  I  fup- 
pofe  his  Majefty  may  think  fit  to  encourage  Holland 
that  is  fo  near,  and  already  armed,  to  furnifli  them 
here  with  three  or  four  thoufand  foot,  for  defence  of 
their  towns  upon  the  firft  motions  of  the  French  to 
attack  any  of  them  ;  with  aiTurance  that  his  Majefty 
will  fall  into  the  fame  courfe,  with  all  poflible  fpeed 
and  vigour,  and  in  the  ways  that  fliall  be  concerted. 

For  the  fupplies  of  money  from  hence,  I  can  yet 
fay  no  more  than  in  my  former,  though  I  omit  no  in- 
ftances  upon  that  fubjeft  :  but  I  doubt  in  the  pre- 
lent  pofture  here  the  King  will  lofe  his  right,  which 
they  fay  will  be,  where  nothing  is.  And  I  cannot 
yet  find  any  thing  drawn  to  a  conclufion  in  the  nego- 
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tiation  with  Holland,  for  the  money  upon  their  towns. 
The  Marquis  (hewed  mt  Don  Eftavan's  laft  letters 
yeftcrday  upon  that  matter,  which  fay,  that  the 
Dutch  infift  peremptorily  upon  all  the  Spaniards  hold 
in  Guelderland,  and,  befide^^  upon  Damme  and  two 
other  forts  in  Flanders,  Onthe  other  fide,  the  Spa- 
niards are  unwilling  to  co^iclude,  if  a  peace  be  like  to 
enfue  •,  by  which  means,  parting  from  thofe  places  to 
the  Dutch,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  many  other  to  the 
French,  would  leave  them  hardly  anything  here  they 
would  think  worth  their  pains  tq  keep :  fo  that  the 
conclufion  of  this  money  matter  between  them  will 
depend  upon  the  French  King's  anfwer  to  the  truce 
till  the  end  of  May,  and  fuller  declaring  the  continu- 
ance of  his  fatisfadlion  upon  the  alternative  j  and  even 
then  I  doubt  it  may  be  necefTary  for  me  to  make  a 
journey  into  Holland,  for  the  perfe(5Ung  that  treaty 
between  them  and  the  Marquis,  who  has  not  yet 
found  out  the  perfons  or  ways  of  treating  to  any 
purpofc  with  them.  In  the  mean  time,  if  I  knew 
how  far  I  might  engage  his  Majefty  to  arm  in  the 
defence  of  thele  countries,  fince  Spain  has  accept- 
ed all  we  propofe  in  our  treaty  •,  I  would  endeavour 
to  induce  the  Marquis  to  conclude  a  treaty  to  that 
purpofe,  and  for  furnifliing  his  Majefty  thereupon 
with  certain  fums  at  certain  times,  thereby  to  make 
the  debt  at  leaft  from  Spain  a  certain  thing  whenever 
the  money  could.be  found,^  .1  hope  to  receive  fome 
light  from  your  Lordfliipppon  this,  in  anfwer  to  a 
former  of  mine,  and  the  mean  while  will  prepare  the 
matter  with  the  Marquis. 

I  am  fufficiently  warned  upon  the  point  of  the  pa- 
villcn^  and  will  hope  his  Majefty's  conftancy  therein 
proceeds  from  a  resolution  to  take  thofe  courfes  and 
counfels  which  may  make  him  as  much  feared  abroad 
as  any  of  his  anceftors  were,  in  whofe  time  that  point 
was  tirft  gained  •,  for  without  that  our  pretenfions  will 
grow  vain  at  prcfent,  and  in  time  obfolete.     In  the 
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inean  white,  I  hope  fome  expedient  will  be  forefccHy, 
that  may  prevent  the  inconveni^nciesorunkindneflcs- 
which  may  happen  between  us  and  the  Dutch  upon- 
tl)is  point  in  the  prefent  conjundhire;  and,  in  cafe  of 
neceffity,  to  joinour  fleets*  The  indignity  offered  us  by 
la  Roche  in  landing  armed  men  in  England^  and  the 
reft,  feems  the  greaceft  I  have  ever  heard  of  that 
kind  :  and  how  far  moderation  in  relenting  and  re- 
venging injuries  is  a  virtue  in  a  Prince,  or  a  State,  as 
well  as  in  a  private  Chriftian,  I  will  not  take  upon  me 
to  judffe.  That  which  I  know  beft  is,  that  I  anx 
^vcr,  &c.- 

7o  my  Ijord  Arlingttm 

My  Lord,  Bruflels^:  March  20,  N,  S.  166^.. 

TH  E  day  after  the  laft  Engjifti  pacquet's  arrival^ 
I  received  your  Lordfhip's  of  the  2d  by  tha 
Dutch  Refident's  conveyance,  which^  together  witl> 
Ibme  exprelTions  I  made  out  of  your  letter,  gave  me 
occafion  to  conclude  that  your  Lordfhip  at  the  writ- 
ing of  it  believed  me  in  Holland  •,;  I  know  not  whether 
upon  fomerhing  written  by  theMarquis  or  me-,  but 
that  journey,  I  fee,  the  Marquis  would  have  depend 
upon  the  French  anfwer  to  our  laft  difpatch,  and  their 
confenting  or  rcfufing  the  propofed  truce  till  May, 
from  v/hich  he  fuppofes  it  will  be  eafy  to  guefs  a. 
peace  or  a  war.  In  the  mean  time  I  was  in  hopes  to 
receive  fome  particular  commands  or  inftruftions  for 
my  carriage  in  Holland,  not  defiring  to  be  left  fo 
much  at  large  ;  and  it  is  very  poflTiblel  ought  to  have 
received  them  by  your  Lordlhip's  laft ;  but  that  new 
cypher  will,  at  one  time  of  other,  caft  me  into  defpair  -,. 
for,  by  all  our  fkill,  we  cannot  make  out  one  fyllable 
of  the  two  long  paragraphs ;  though  making  out  the 
laft  ftiort  one  very  eafily  makes  us  fee  the  fault  muft 
be  on  the  writer's  fide,  and  I  am  apt  to  imagine  the 
2  cxacl- 
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cxaftnefs  required  to  this  cypher  is  more  than  can 
agree  with  the  haftc  often  neceffary  in  your  Lordfliip's 
office  -,  having  obferved  frequent  miftakes  in  the  ufe 
of  the  old  cypher,  which  yet  never  hindered  my  col- 
leftion  of  the  fenfe,  whereas  the  lead  of  this  is  mortal 
to  the  whole  paragraph. 

I  cannot  yet  come  to  any  adjuftment  with  the  Mar- 
quis upon  the  chief  point  recommended  to  me,  though 
I  have  often  fallen  upon  the  difcourfe,  and  endeavour- 
ed to  engage  it  farther  by  the  offer  of  a  projeft  I  have 
drawn  up  to  that  purpofe  ;  but  he  afTures  me  your 
Lordlhip  is  fallen  upon  it  with  the  Count  de  Molina 
and  Baron  de  Tlfola  in  England,  and,  when  you  have 
agreed  it,  will  fend  it  over  hither  for  his  Excellency 
to  pcrfeft  ;  which,  I  confefs,  I  think  were  the  better 
way,  fince  I  am  but  very  generally  inftrufted  in  it : 
however,  his  Excellency  dcfired  me  this  morning  to 
perfed  the  draught  I  had  projefted,  that,  in  cafe  we 
found  it  not  concluded  in  England,  it  might  be  ended 
here. 

I  doubt,  he  will  not  be  induced  to  part  with  what 
the  Dutch  demand  in  Guelderland,  till  he  forefecs 
plainly  an  inevitable  war  ;  and,  till  that  conclufion^ 
or  Don  John's  arrival,  all  will  be  mifery  here,  what 
could  be  fpared  being  gone  out  upon  new  levies  and 
recruits,  and  the  very  Spaniards  late  arrived  here  fall- 
ing already  into  want  5  which  is  a  piece  of  hufbandry 
of  all  others  I  cannot  underftand,  the  old  troops  every 
day  diminifhing  as  the  new  levies  advance.  But  they 
aflure  me,  Don  John  brings  with  him  in  bars  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  of  crowns,  and  another  million  and  a 
half  of  the  fame  money  in  remifes  ;  which  is  the  life 
of  all  hopes  here,  though  we  cannot  yet  be  certain  of 
his  having  left  Madrid -,  the  laft  letters  of  the  29th 
pad  mentioning  his  indifpofition,  at  the  fame  time 
with  his  defign  of  parting  three  days  after. 

D  d  2  Your 
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Your  Lordftiip  will  have  found  that  all  I  could  un- 
cypher  in  your  laft  was  already  performed  here,  botk 
upon  the  choice  of  the  alternative,  as  well  as  fatif- 
fa6Hon  m  the  powers,  and  difpofition  of  the  Baron 
Bcrgeyck'sdepartingforAix:  however,  I  failed  not  to 
mind  the  Marquis  of  the  laft  this  very  morning ;  wha* 
affured  me*  the  Baron  fhould  certainly  be  there  by  the 
day  appointed,  which  is  the  27th  of  this  month,  and 
that  his  equipage  was  already  welt  advanced  ;  but 
however  the  compleating  of  it  fliould  not  hinder  his 
journey.  The  Baron  tells  me  that  France,  upon  de- 
iigning  Monfieur  Colbert,  declared  his  chara<5her  ta 
be  of  Ambaflfador  Plenipotentiary,  with  referve  of 
j6ining  another  to  him  as  chief  of  the  ambafly  in  cafe 
of  tlieMarquis's  going;  but  that  he  (the  Baron)  knows 
not  yet  in  what  quality  he  fhalhgo,  leaving  it  wholly 
to  the  difpofition  of  the  Marquis, 

I  have  this  week  a  long  and  hearty  aflurance,  from- 
jifonfiear  de  Witt,  of  the  States  refolutions  to  purfue 
the  efFefts  of  our  treaty,  with  all  the  vigour  that  canr 
be ;  and,  for  tliat  end,  of  their  having  given  the  firft 
rendezvous  to  their  army  near  Bergerr-op-Zoom, 
from  whence  they  may  eafrly  fall  into  the  defence  of 
the  Spanifh  towns,  upon  the  firft  attempt  of  the 
French  after  they  have  refufed  the  peace:  which  they 
muft  now  fuddenly  unmafk  themfclves  in,  one  way 
or  other  -,  no  farther  pretences  being  left,  fince  our 
laft  Friday  pacquets,  which  were  repeated  by  an  ex- 
prefs  on  Sunday^  and  fhall  go  by  another  this  week 
for  furety  fake  ;  (and  your  Lordfhip  may  be  aflTured 
we  omit  no  cautions  we  can  ufe,  in  the  matter  of  our 
difpatches,  of  which  none  yet  has  failed  us  :)  the 
fufpenfion  of  enterprizes  is  owned  by  the  French 
Commandersvfince  the  taking  of  Genap  :  fo  that  there 
is  little  now  that  furniflies  talk  here,  befides  the  ftiame- 
kfb  trealbn  by  which  Burgundy  was  loft,  and  of  which 
2  the 
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^ht  Marquis  d'Yennc  the  Governor,  his  nephew  the 
Count  de  St.  Amour,  and  Don  John  de  Battevillc 
Jiave  chief  honour  ;  the  lafl:  being  employed  by  the 
Marquis  to  treat  with  the  Switzers  for  the  protedion 
of  that  country.  The  villainy  and  faulncfs  of  this 
aftion  make  the  Spaniards  fay  here,  that  a  great 
Kingfhouid  rather  have  fent  his  lapqueys,  than  gone 
iiimfelf,  to  receive  fuch  axonqueff.     I  am  ever,  &c. 

^owjhord'Keeftr. 

My  Lord,  Bruflels,  March  23,  N.  S.  i (>(>%. 

I  Believe  you  may  wonder  on  that  fide,  as  well  as 
many  do  on  this,  both  here  and  in  Holland,  at  the 
•^leftion  the  Marquis  has  lately  made  of  the  alterna- 
tive offered  by  France,  after  fo  long  a  deliberation,  as 
might  have  ferved  him  to  makje  a  wifer  choice.  For, 
if  Spain  had  parted  with  the  county  of  Burgundy, 
Cambray,  Air,  and  St.  Omer ;  though  they  had  fur- 
ni(hed  France  with  a  becter  frontier,  yet  they  had  kept 
a  good  one  for  the  reft  ofthefe  countries  on  both  fides; 
whereas,  parting  with  ithe  late 'conquered  places,  be- 
fides  their  large  dependencies,  which  ftraiten  their 
territories  that  (hould  -maintain  their  armies,  their 
whole  fron^Jer  isJaid  open  on  the  fide  of  Flanders,  by 
thelofs  of  Douay,  Lifle,  and  Tournay,  aiid,  on  the 
other  fide,  by  that  of  Aeth  and  Charleroy  ;  which 
leaves  the  Spaniards  the  open  towns  of  Louvain  and 
BruflTels  for  a  frontier  on  this  fide,  and  thofe  of  Ghent 
and  Bruges  on  the  other  -,  and  the  country  fo  pierced 
by  the  French  conqueft,  as  what  remains  will  be  the 
work  but  of  one  campaign,  whenever  the  counfels  or 
forces  of  England  and  -Holiand  fiiall  fail  or  delay  to 
defend  them. 

The  reafoners  here  pretend  to  fay,  tiiat  Spain  could 
jiotpart  with  the  ♦  French  County,  becaufe  they  mull 

•  Burgundy. 
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with  it  quit  the  title  they  yet  retain  of  Dukes  of  Bur- 
gundy ;  and,  befidcs,  they  would  thereby  !ofe  their 
communrcation  wholly  with  Lorrain,  and  in  a  great 
'mealbrc  with  the  Empire  :   This  laft  is  indeed  of 
weight,  though  the  firft  be  but  airy.     But  neither  of 
:them  I  take  to  have  determined  the  Marquis  in  his 
choice  -,   and,  having  in  various  conferences  pene- 
trated his  inmofl  thoughts  upon  thisfubjed,  I  judged 
it  neccffary  to  acquaint  your  Lordfhip  with  them  ; 
that  his  Majefty,  knowingpcHeftly  thedifpofitions  of 
his  neighbours,  may  the  better  take  his  own  meafures, 
in  this  great  conjundhire.     But,  to  explain  this  mat- 
ter, I  mull  run  it  up  to  the  original. 
:    Your  Lordlhip  remembers,  that  after  the  French 
invafions  and  fucceffes  laft  year  in  Flanders,  and  the 
peace  at  Breda,  when  they  found  how  much  both  Eng- 
land and  Holland  refented  the  progrefs  of  their  arms 
in  Flanders  \  they  fent  a  declaration  to  the  States- Gene- 
ral, that  tbey  were  willing  to  make  a  peace  with  Spain, 
either  upon  Spain's  quitting  all  their  right  to  the  late 
conqucfed  places,  or  elfe  to  the  county  of  Burgundy, 
Cambray,  Air,  and  St,  Omers,  and  would  leave  to  Spain 
the  choice  of  either  of  thefe  alternatives.  The  Dutch 
were  perplexed  what  ufe  to  make  of  this  declaration, 
being  frighted  at  the  danger  of  Flanders,  but  newly 
and  faintly  reconciled  to  England,  and  not  knowing 
how  we  would  take  the  invafion  of  Flanders.  In  thefe 
doubts  I  found  them  when  his  Majefty  fent  me  firft 
to  found  their  intentions,  andj  immediately  after,  to 
enter  into  leagues  with  them,  for  our  own  mutual  de- 
fence, and  that  of  Flanders.     The  King  would  have 
joined  with  them  for  the  recovery  of  all  the  Spaniards 
had  loft  in  Flanders,  either  by  a  peace  or  a  war.  The 

frovince  of  Utrecht  was  for  this  refolution  ;  but  the 
enfioner  and  the  other  fix  Provinces  were  for  accept- 
ing the  offer  of  the  alternative  made  by  France,  and 

obliging 
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<AjIiging  Spain  to  make  their  choice,  as  ^ell  as  France 
'Xo  (land  by  their  own  propofal.  Upon  thefe  terms 
the  triple  alliance  was  concluded,  but  with  different 
views,  both  of  Holland  and  of  Spain.  The  truth  is, 
Holland  was  unwilling  to  break  off* their  ancient  ami- 
ty with  France,  and  embark  in  a  wai:,  with  the  con- 
jundion  of  luch  an  old  eneniy  as  Spain,  and  fuch  it 
jicw  ff lend  as  England.  They  reckoned  on  a  peace 
upon  one  of  the  alternatives,  and  were  felicitous  only 
<o  preferve  Flanders,  as  a  frontier  fof  Holland  againft 
France,  without  confidcring  the  interefts  of  Spain  fur- 
ther than  as  they  appeared  to  be  their  own.  They 
reckoned  certainly  upon  Spain*s  chufing  to  part  with 
Burgundy,  Cambray,  &c.  which  lay  far  from  Hoi- 
Jand,  and  recovering  the  towns  they  had  loft  in  Flan- 
ders, by  which  their  country  would  be  left  defenfible^ 
at  leaft  with  the  affiftances  of  England  and  Holland. 
On  the  other  fide  Spain,  though  they  profeffed  the 
^reateft  fenfe  that  could  be  of  what  they  owed  his 
Majcfty^upon  the  late  generous  advances  he  had  made 
in  their  favour  ;  yet  they  were  enraged  at  Holland, 
for  feconding  To  ill  his  Majefty^s  refolutions,  and 
turning  it  upon  the  choice  only  of  an  alternative,  by 
which  the  Spaniards  were  to  lofe  ib  great  territories, 
.and  part  with  theirright  to  them^inftead  of  recover- 
ing the  pofleflion  they  had  yet  only  loft.  They  took 
it  as  the  greateft  indignity  in  the  world,  that  Holland 
ihould  pretend  to  oblige  the  Grown  of  Spain  to  ac- 
xrept  the  very  conditions  of  France,  after  an  invafion 
fo  unjuft,  as  they  efteemed  this  laft.  They  were  at 
.f.rft  upon  the  thoughts  of  parting  with  all  they  had  iri 
the  Low  Countries  to  France,  upon  Ibme  equivalent 
on  the  fide  of  Spain ;  and  thereby  both  end  the 
xhe  charge  of  keeping  Flanders,  and  be  revenged  up- 
on the  Dutch,  by  leaving  them  open  and  expofed  to 
the  neighbourhood  of  France.  The  Marquis  once 
-aifured  me*  that  mod  of  the  council  of  Sj)ain  were  for 
J^  d  4  making 
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making  this  defperace  pace  ;  and  that»  for  his  own 
part,  he  was  inclined  to  it,  though  more  out  of  fpitc 
to  the  Dutch,  than  what  he  thought  was  the  true  in- 
tereft  of  Spain,  After  fomc  paufe,  this  heat  of  the 
Spaniards  began  to  cool :  they  faw  the  Spanifh  Crowiit 
by  parting  with  Flanders,  muft  abandon  all  commerce 
with  the  Princes  and  States  on  this  fide  that  country  \ 
and  that,  upon  a  new  war  with  France  about  the  fuc- 
ceflion,  they  fhould  have  no  way  left  of  diverting  the 
French  forces  from  falling  upon  Spain  itfclf.  And  fb, 
with  much  ado,  they  refolved  to  accept  the  alterna- 
tive ;  but  left  the  choice  to  the  Marquis  here,  as  beft 
enlightened  in  all  the  interefts  of  Flanders,  as  well  as 
the  difpofitions  of  their  neighbours. 

The  Marquis  hated  the  peace,  upon  either  of  the 
alternatives,  and  defired  nothing  but  the  continuance 
of  the  war,  with  the  afliftance  of  England  and  Hol- 
land, to  which  he  faw  his  Majeily  inclinable,  and 
thought  the  States  would  be  induced  to,  rather  than 
venture  an  agreement  between  Spain  and  France,  for 
the  exchange  of  Flanders :  he  thought,  that,  if  they 
yielded  Burgundy  and  the  remote  frontiers,  Holland 
would  be  fecure,  and  France  would  perhaps  be  con- 
tented to  let  the  peace  reft  upon  thofe  terms  during 
the  King  of  Spain's  tender  life  :  but,  if  he  yielded  all 
the  late  conquered  towns  to  France,  Holland  would 
be  in  perpetual  alarm  for  the  danger  of  the  reft  ; 
England  would  be  likewife  the  more  concerned,  and 
both,  being  obliged  to  be  continually  armed,  to  pre- 
vent the  danger  of  Flanders,  would  find  it  their  in- 
tereft,  rather  to  enter  into  fuch  a  war,  as  might  end 
in  a  fafer  peace,  than  by  a  patched  peace  to  lie  always 
in  danger  of  a  new  war,  whenever  France  fhould  be  in 
a  condition  of  carrying  the  reft  of  Flanders,  by  any 
fudden  invafion,  or  by  any  difcontcnt  of  counfels  or 
interefts  between  us  and  Holland. 

Befides^ 
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Befides,  the  Marquis  imagines,  that  France  will 
cither  endeavour  to  avoid  the  peace  now  offered  ;  or, 
if  they  conclude  it  for  the  prefent,  that,  being  poflefled 
of  the  frontiers  of  Flanders,  they  will  not  long  refill 
the  temptation  of  carrying  the  reft,  being  in  a  manner 
but  open  country  ;  and  thereby  engage  both  us  and 
Holland  to  aflift  Spain  with  all  our  forces,  which,  he 
thinks,  muft  make  the  war  profperous,  or  a  peace  fe- 
cure.  So  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  Marquis  has  cho- 
fen  this  alternative,  not  from  any  defire  of  making  the 
peace  at  prefent,  but  only  in  the  view,  either  of  car- 
rying on  the  prefent  war,  or  of  making  another  with 
the  ftrength  of  his  neighbours. 

Your  Lordlhip  may  eafily  judge,  how  much  the 
Dutch  are  like  to  be  difappointed  and  offbnded  with 
the  Spaniards  for  this  choice  :  fo  that  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  guefs  what  is  like  to  become  of  a  peace  which 
both  France  and  Spain  come  to  fo  unwillingly,  and 
which  England  and  Holland  promote  upon  conditions 
which  they  both  diflike.  And  fo  I  leave  this  per- 
plexed affair,  and  a(k  your  Lordfliip's  pardon  for  this 
long  deduftion,  which  I  (hould  not  have  troubled 
your  Lordlhip  or  myfelf  with,  but  that  I  thought  you 
would  come  to  know  the  true  fprings  of  it  no  other 
way  :  and  which  I  could  not  have  known,  if  the  Mar- 
quis were  not  a  very  warm  talker,  and  fometimes 
farther  than  he  intended.     I  am  ever,  &c. 

To  Monfieur  de  Witt.  A  Monfieur  de  Witt, 

Brujfelsy  March  25,  N.  S.  Bruxeiles,  le  25  Mars, 

S  I R^                       1668.  Monfieur,     S.  N.  1668. 

"DY  Monfieur  Van  Beuning-  T/^Ous  avez  apprisy  par  les 

^  hen's  difpatches    of  the  depiches  de  Afonjieur  Van 

2 1  ft,  you  will  have  known  the  Beuninghen  du  7.\  du  cmranty 

anfwer  of  the  French  Court  la  reponfe  de  la  Cour  de  France 

upon    the  truce  we    defired,  fur  la  treve  lant  defiree :  cette 

which  in  my  opinion  fcems  to  reponfe  felon  mot  femble  rendre 

make  la 
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ibake  the  war  inevitable ;  and 
that  all  the  appearances  France 
bas  mode  of  defiring  a  peace, 
are  levelled  at  no  other  mark 
but  to  ilacken  the  refolutions 

?f  the  allies  from  iflifting 
ladders ;  or,  at  leaft,  to  gain 
fixvreeks  time  to  enlarge  meir 
cOiiqueitS)  before  the  Spani- 
ards can  either  receive  the  re- 
cruits they  expcfted,  or  the 
ailiilance  of  their  neighbours 
for  defending  their  moftcon- 
fidcrablc  places.  For,  as  to 
what  the  French  propofe,  of 
i«ftoring  all  theyfliaH  conquer 
between  the  end  ot  this  month 
and  the  1 5th  of  May;  it  fcems 
to  me  to  be  too  grofs,  and  to 
difi:over  a  contempt  of  our  wit 
^  well  as  of  our  treaty  :  for, 
if  all  our  offices  and  offers  to 
ttiake  Spain  ratify  ^diat  the 
Marquis  has  accepted,  are  ik>C 
Sufficient  to  wtth-hold  them  fix 
weeks,  from  what  they  pre- 
tend to  reftore,  how  will  they 
be  capable  of  reftoring  for  ever 
what  they  have  already  taken  ? 
I  cannot  fee  how  their  man- 
ner of  accufing  and  making 
exceptions  to  the  abfolute 
powers  of  a  Miniikrof  Spain ; 
and  all  this  founded  upon  par- 
ticular, intelligence  they  pre- 
tend to  have  from  the  court  at 
Madrid,  nor  the  formal  ob- 
jections they  makeai^aind  the 
delegation  of  the  Baron  de 
Bergeyck,  when  at  the  fame 
time  they  fend  Monfieur  Col- 
bert to  Aix  la  Chapclle  ;  how, 
I  fay,  all  this  can  admit  bet- 
ter 


nit  que  touUs  les  mines  que  Im 
Fremee  fait  de  la  veukir^  m 
tendenta  autre  but  qi^a  refrain 
^Jes  allies  far  le  fecours  des 
Pats^Bas^  ou  du  mains  a  gar- 
ner wt  enois  feT  demi  de  temSy 
afin  de  p^ufferfes  conqueteSy  *- 
vant  que  les  Efpagmls  pulffeni 
recevoir  leurs  recruites^  ou  dee 
fecours  de  leurs  voijins  peut  nrn- 
nir  leurs  plus  importantes  places. 
Car^  a  tegard  de  Pofre  qu'eUe 
fait^  derejiituer  toutce  quijerd 
conquis  entrelafin  de  ce  mots  ^ 
Jei$deA^iycela  meparoittrop 
grojfiery  W  decouvre  mime  fom 
meprispour  nos  eprits  aujfi  bien 
qtu  de  notre  traite.  Car^fitoui 
nos  foins^  &  nos  bons  offices^ 
joints  afoffre  que  musfaijons  de 
faire  ratifier  par  FEfpagne  les 
articles  deja  acceptcspar  kMar^  * 
quisdeCaJiei-Kodngo^  n'ontpA 
obtemr  de  la  France  qu'elle  re- 
nonce  pour  fac  femaines  audejfein 
de  tenter  de  nouvelles  conquetesy 
qui  font^  au  rejle^  lesfeules  qit 
elle  offre  de  rejlituer  \  ft  tout 
cila^  disje^  ejl  vrai^  muspouvons- 
nous  fiater  que  nous  en  obtien- 
drons  la  rejiitution  cntiere  ?  Je 
ne  vois  pas  que  leur  mamere  de 
chicaner,  ^  de  faire  des  excep- 
tions cofitre  Us  pleins-pauvoirs  <t 
un  Minijhe  d*Efpagne^  iff  tout 
celafondefur  Us  avis  par ticu- 
liers  que  la  France  pretend  avoir 
de  la  cour  de  Madrid^  non  plus 
que  les  obje^ionsformelles  qu^elle 
fait  contre  la  delegation  du  Ba- 
ron du  Bergeyck^  en  mime  terns 
qu'elU  envoy  e  Monfieur  Colbert 
a  Aix 
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ter  interpretation  in*  what  re- 
gards their  intentions  for  the 
peace :  for,  in  whatever  comes 
from  thefe  Minifters  at  Paris, 
I  think  one  may  difcover  an 
irregular  ambition  under  a 
great  deal  of  afleAation  and 
difguifc,  whereof  God  only 
knows  the  ifiue. 


Formyfelf,  I  will  teli  you 
in  confidence,  and  with  my 
ufual  freedom,  my  opinion  in 
all  this.  I  think  then  in  the 
firft  place,  that  by  all  our  ne- 
gotiations, though  never  fo 
well  managed  ;  by  all  our  of- 
fices and  careiles;  we  fhall 
never  obtain  a  peace  from 
France,  while  they  have  an^y 
appearances  of  purfuing  their 
intereft  or  their  glory  in  car- 
rying on  the  war  :  and  that  the 
only  way  of  diijpofing  them  to 
a  peace  is  to  order  itfo,  as 
they  may  only  find  their  in- 
terefts  in  it ;  wnich  we  can  no 
otherwife  do,  but  by  fhewing 
them  the  ftrength  of  our  forces, 
and  the  firmne&ofourrefoiu- 
tions  before  the  war  begins ; 
^nd,  fmce  we  only  draw  a  war 
on  ourfelves  by  defiring  a 
peace,  to  endeavour  on  the 
contrary  to  draw  on  the  peace 
by  making  all  the  appearances 
of  defiring  a  war. 

Therefore  I  think,  that 
what  remains  to  be  done  is,  to 
advance  as  much  as  poffible 
our  preparations  and  forces  by 
fea  and  land}  and  let  the  moft 
Chrifiian 


a  Aix  la  Chapttte^  puijjhtt  re- 
ctV9ir  de  meilUwrs  interpreta" 
tiBHs  par  rapport  a  leurs  intent 
thnspeur  la  pair :  car  dans  tout 
Hi  qm  part  de  ces  Attntftns^  il 
tnt  femhk  qi/on  deeouvre  une 
amhiiUn  dereglee^  quifecotevre 
foui  une  addrejfe  reehercheej  bt 
des  manieres  hop  etudiees  pour 
itre  finceret,  Dieufait  ce  qui 
tnefi. 

Pour  moiy  je  vous  diraij  avec 
ma  confiance  6r  mafranchifeor'- 
iina%re$y  mon  fertttment  fur  tout 
cela,  (Teji  que  par  toutes  fortes 
di  negociations  les  mieux  conduit 
teSj  par  toutes  fortes  de  cajoleries:^ 
bt  de  carejesy  &f  par  tant  de 
honseffices  retteris^  nous  nepour* 
Tons  jamais  ohterdr  lapaix  dela 
France y  pendant  qttelle  efifiath 
par  les  apparences^  &  qu^elle 
juge  qstil  eft  i^  de  fon  tnt  tret 
bt  eU  fa  gloire  de  pouffer  la 
guerre  \  li  que  par  confequent  le 
fnd  moyen  de  la  difpofer  a  la 
pmx  c^eft  defaire  en  forte  que  la 
paix  feule  puijfe  faccorder  avec 
fes  intents.  Pour  cela  il  me 
femhUj  que  la  feule  voyequi  nous 
eft  offerte^  eft  defaire  une  gran-' 
de  montre  de  nos  forces^  de  pa- 
roitre  bien  refolus  a  la  guerre^ 
avant  que  la  guerre  commence  : 
car  puijque  nous  att irons  la  guer- 
re en  voulant  trop  fhrtement  Id 
paixy  ilfaut  tacher  au  contraire 
eTattirer  la  paix  enfaifant  tou- 
tes les  mines  de  vouloir  la  guerre, 

Ceft  pourouoiy  il  me  fembli 

que  ce  qui  rejte  afaire^  ^eft  de 

hater   nos  prefaratifs^  bf   di 

mettre  toutes  nos  forces  en  etat 

tan$ 
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Chriilian  King  know  by  our 
Minifters,  that  fmce  his  Ma- 
jefty  ftill  declares  be  is  concent 
with  the  alternative  already 
accepted  by  the  Marquis  of 
Caftel-Rodrigo,  and  that  all 
the  di£Sculty  his  Majefty  finds, 
b  only  upon  the  powers  of  the 
iaid  Marquis,  and  the  fince- 
rity  of  intentions  in  the  Court 
of  Spain  :  we  therefore  defire 
his  Majefty  to  give  us  fo  much 
time  by  a  fufpenfion  of  arms, 
as  may  be  fufficient  to  fend  a 
difpatch  to  Madrid,  and  re- 
turn to  Paris  with  a  full  and 
plain  aofwer  from  the  King  of 
Spain   upon  the   alternative. 
(And  truly  I  think,  a  month's 
time  will  be  fu£kient  after  the 
difpatches    of   our  expreiles 
from  Paris.)   But  in  the  mean 
time  to  add,  that  if  his  Ma- 
jefty refufes  us  a  demand  fo 
neceflary    to    the    peace    of 
Chriftendom,    and    will  ftill 
carry  on  his  arms  withoutcon- 
fiderationof  the  offersof  Spain, 
or  offices  of  the  allies  ;  that, 
upon  the  firft  advances  he  fliall 
make  to  attack   the  reft  of 
Flanders,  we  will  march  with 
our  forces  to   defend  it,  and 
endeavour  farther  by  all  ways 
to  give  him  a  diverfion  both 
by  fea  and  land. 

This  I  think  is  all  that  is 
left  us  to  do  upon  the  prefent 
ftate  of  afiairs,  for  obtaining 
the  peace  :  and,  as  to  the  in- 
ward difpofitions  of  the  Spa- 
niards, I  will  tell  you,  that 
there  is  not  one  of  them  here, 

of 


font  pnnmr  que  par  terrei  de 
faire  din  en  menu  term  par  isAf 
Mhafiresau  Roitrh  Chretien^ 
que  puifirue  fa  Mejefte  paroit 
difpcjee  aft  content er  de  P  alter- 
native de/a accept ee  parte  Mar- 
qms  de  Caftd-Roirige^  bf  que 
toutela£fficulte  rmlefurlespou" 
voirs  du  dit  Marquis  ^  ^fur  U 
Jincerite  des  intentions  de  la  cour 
dEfpagne\  nous  la  prions   de 
mus  dcc9rder  par  unefufper^n 
d'armes  autant  de  Urns  qu^it  en 
faut  pour  depecher  a  Madrid^  IS 
de  Madrid  revemr  a  Paris  avee 
une  reponfe^  j'entens  une  reponfe 
nette  &  predfe  de  la  Reine  d^ 
Efpagne^  touchant  F alternative^ 
dont  Us  deux  parties  temoigneni 
Je  contenttr  (^  pour  moi  ii  me 
fimble^  qu*un  mots  apres  le  depart 
de  nos  couriers  de  Paris  /era 
fujffifant)    ctajuiter  en    mime 
tems^qutfifa  Majefte  nous  re- 
fufe  une  demande ft  necejfaire  cm 
repos  de  la  Chretientiy  ^  veut 
Jans  egardpour  les  off  res  d'Ef- 
pagne^  (5*  Us  offices  des  allies^ 
pouffir  fes  armes  plus  loin  y   que 
Jur  la  premiere  demarche  qu^elle 
fera  pour  attaquer  U  rejle  des 
Pdis-Basy  nous  ferons  avancer 
nos  troupes  pour  Us  defendrCytS 
tacherons  de  prcduire  une  puif- 
fante  diverfion  tantpar  mer  que 
par  terre. 

Voila  ce  me  fembU  tout  ce  qui 
nous  rejh  a  tenter  fur  tetatpre^ 
fent  des  affaires^  afin  dobtenir 
la  paix,  Et  pour  ce  qui  ejl  de» 
difpofitions  interieuresdes  Efpag- 
nolsyje  vous  dirai  qu'il  n*y  en  a 
pas  unfeul  id  tantfoitpeu  con* 
ftderabU 


and  other  Mtnijlen  of  State. 


of  the  leaft  confidcration,  who 
does  not  dcfirc  it,  and  think  it 
wholly  for  the  prefent  intcrcft 
of  Spain  :  and  the  Marquis  af- 
fares  me  in  confidence,  that 
he  has  not  only  the  power  ex- 
hibited, but  that  the  King  his 
Mailer  has  given  him  others, 
by  which  he  leaves  him  abfo- 
lutc  arbiter  of  the  conditions 
of  the  peace,  accordingas  con- 
jundures  (hall  ferve  to  make 
him  accept  either  an  equal  or 
adifadvantageousone.  And  all 
the  delays  of  Don  John  feem 
only  to  proceed  from  their 
hopes  of  a  peace  upon  the  pro- 
jeft  of  our  treaty. 

In  the  mean  time  I  am  dad 
the  Scales  have  fent  Monfieur 
Van  Beverning  to  be  at  Aix 
with  the  Minifters  of  both 
Crowns  ;  I  doubt  not  but  the 
King  my  Mafter  will  do  the 
fame,  when  he  fhall  have  re- 
ceived advice  of  their  depar- 
ture ;  for  fcrms  muft  be  ob- 
ferved  as  well  as  fubftancc  ; 
though  for  my  fhare  I  cannot 
imagine  to  what  eflPedl  this 
congrefs  will  meet :  France 
having  declared  itfelf  already 
upon  the  invalidity  of  the  de- 
legation in  particular,  as  well 
as  of  the  powers  in  general. 
And  truly  I  think,  all  pretence 
of  negotiation  without  a  cef- 
fation  of  arms  fcems  a  mere 
jeft  in  an  afiEair  where  two 
months  progrefs  in  the  war 
may  fj  near  end  the  difpute 
upon  which  they  pretend  to 
treat.  I  am,  Sir,  your,  &c. 
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fiderabU^  qui  ne  la  fouhaitt^  fsT 
qui  ne  croit  y  voir  P  interet  pre* 
ftnt  di  PEJpagne.  Le  Marquis 
nCa  ajfure  en  eonfiance  qiiilrCa 
pasfeulement  les  pouvoirs  exhi'- 
hesy  mats  de  pluSy  que  le  Rot  ltd 
en  a  dorme  encore  un  autre, 
par  lequel  il  le  rend  arbitre  ab* 
folu  des  conditions  de  la  paix^fe^ 
Ion  que  lei  conjun^ures  le  devront 
determiner  a  la  recevoir  a  des 
conditions  ou  igaUs  ou  defavan" 
tageufes.  Et  tous  les  retarde* 
mens  de  Don  Juan  ne  femhlent 
provenir  que  de  ce  qi/il  efperi 
une  paix  conforme  au  projet  di 
nitre  traite. 

En  attendant y  jefuis  bien  aife 
de  ce  que  Us  Etats  font  partir 
Msnfitur  Van  Beverning^  pour 
fe  trouver  a  Aix  avec  les  Mi* 
niftres  des  deux  Cottrormes  \  je  ne 
doute  pas  que  le  Roi  mon  Mai'- 
tre  ne  fajfe  la  mime  demarche j 
quand  i I  aura  rcfu  avis  de  leur 
depart  ;  car  il  faut  Jatisfain 
aux  formes  aujfi  bien  qiiaufond\ 
quoque  pour  moij  je  ne  puijfit 
imaginer  quel  effet  refuitera  ek 
ce  congris  ;  la  France  s'ctant 
deja  declare  e  fur  tinvalidite  de 
la  delegation  en  particuUery  auf 
fi  bien  que  fur  les  pouvoirs  en  ge- 
neral, Et  pour  moij  toute  appa- 
rence  de  negociation  avant  une 
ceffation  d*armes  me  paroit  une 
pure  mocquerie^furtout  dans  une 
conjon^ure  oit  deux  mois  de  guer- 
re i^  de  progrh  percent  chan- 
ger la  face  des  cyofes^  Of  decider 
le  difference  fur  leqtel  on  vatrai- 
te/\     J^fdsy  ^c. 

To 
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To  Mr.  Goddpbxn. 

SIR,  Bruffcls,  March  27,  N.  S-  1 658. 

I  Received  lately  the  favour  of  fome  lines  from  you 
in  a  letter  of  my  wife's,  which  were  the  firft  I  rc^ 
member  to  have  feen  of  yours  thefe  five  or  fix  months 
paft,  though  I  never  failed  on  my  part  to  entertain 
the  commerce  between  us  as  became  both  our  ftations, 
and  the  kindnefs  with  which  it  began  on  both  fides,  as 
I  thought;  I  am  fure  on  mine,  till  I  took  your  filence 
^  a  civil  declaration  that  you  were  willing  it  fliould 
end  :  and  the  compliance  I  was  defirous  to  (hew  you 
in  all  things  would  not  fufier  me  to  deny  it  you  in 
this.  I  find  it  very  difficult  to  anfwer  your  laft  other- 
wife  than  by  giving  you  thanks  for  the  favour  of  your 
remembrance,  which  indeed  I  thought  had  been  bet- 
ter employed  than  upon  one  who  has  for  fo  long  time 
fo  little  deferved  it.  For  tho&  expreffions  you  are 
pleafed  to  ufe  fo  much  below  yourfelf,  and  fo  much 
above  me,  I  confefs  they  rather  confound  than  ob- 
lige me,  fince  I  am  not  fond  of  receiving  what  I  de- 
ipair  of  returning.  I  know  no  reafon  at  all  I  had  to 
be  angry  with  you,  but  much  rather  with  myfelf,  if, 
having  been  once  poflelTed  of  your  friendfhip,  you 
found  I  did  not  deferve  it :  but,  as  I  reckoned  that  lois 
among  my  ill  fortunes,  fo  I  fiiall  among  my  good, 
whenever  you  return  to  your  former  difpofitions  of 
favour  to  me,  though  the  mifery  of  the  icene  where 
I  live  will  teach  me  to  be  fond  of  no  poflefiions  that 
I  am  in  danger  of  lofing  ;  and,  to  a  plain  equal  man 
like  me,  the  certainty  of  an  eftate  Teems  more  valuable 
than  the  greatnefs  of  it.  But  I  have  as  much  ambi- 
tion for  my  friends  advances,  as  others  have  for  their 
own ;  and  therefore  rejoice  in  all  your  good  fortunes 
in  Spain,  and  wi(h  you  an  increafe  of  them  in  your 
next  defigns.    I  am^  &c. 

TV 
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To  my  Lord  Keeper. 

My  Lord,  Bruflcls,  April  3,  N.  S.  1668. 

I  Received  fome  days  fince  the  honour  of  one  from 
your  Lordihip  of  the  9th  paft,  and,  though  I  owe 
all  the  acknowledgments  that  can  be  upon  it,  yet  I 
will  not  fo  much  wrong  your  Lord(hip*s  time,  or  my 
own  fincerenefs,  as  to  enlarge  them  with  much  cere- 
mony. It  will  be  enough  to  fay,  that  nothing  can  be 
more  obliging  than  your  favour  to  me,  both  in  the 
degree  and  manner  of  it,  arifing  fo  freely  from  your 
Lordfhip's  bounty  and  generoufnefs,  as  well  as  ex- 
prefied  in  a  way  fo  frank  and  io  hearty  as  that  of  your 
lad  letter ;  and,  on  the  other  fide,  that  no  man  can 
refent  it  more,  though  they  may  much  better  defervc 
it :  and  that  your  Lordfhip  can  never  reckon  more 
truly,  nor  more  juftly,  upon  any  perfon's  efteem  and 
fcrvices,  than  upon  mine,  which  I  humbly  beg  your 
Lordfliip  to  believe.  I  doubt  you  will  be  troubled 
with  my  wife*s  attendances,  having  told  her,  your 
Lordfliip  had  given  her  that  liberty  :  if  ever  (he  pre- 
tends your  favour  and  countenance  farther  than  in  re- 
ceiving what  the  King  has  made  my  due  upon  thia 
employment  while  I  have  it,  or  what  his  Majefty  fhall^ 
from  his  own  motion,  afllign  me,  upon  any  new  com- 
miflion  *,  I  diiclaim  her  beforehand,  and  declare  fhe 
goes  not  upon  my  errand  -,  for  I  fhall  never  think 
that  too  little  which  his  Majefly  thinks  enough  :  for 
the  reft  I  will  be  confident  neither  your  Lordfliip  nor 
my  Lord  Arlington  intend  I  fhould  ruin  myfelf  by 
my  employments,  or  that  I  ftiould,  at  my  own  charge^ 
bear  out  a  charadler,  which,  of  itfelf,  b  enough  to 
turn  round  a  head  that  has  all  its  life,  till  thefe  laft 
three  years,  been  ufed  to  fliade  and  filencc.  In  cafe 
the  occafion  fliould  break,  and  my  journey  to  Aix 
Ihould  yet  fail,  I  afk  nothing  of  his  Majefty,  though 

putting 
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putting  myfelf  in  a  pofture  to  comply  with  any  fud- 
den  neceffity  of  it  has  already  forced  me  to  enter  into 
very  confidcrableexpences  :  but,  in  cafe  I  muft  go,  I 
beg  your  Lordfhip,  that  has  children,  to  confider  how 
hard  it  would  be  for  me  to  perform  fuch  a  journey 
upon  my  own  credit.  Whatever  it  be  his  Majefty 
thinks  fit  to  aflign  me  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  if  he 
pleafes  to  order  Alderman  Backweli  to  furnifh  me 
with  a  letter  of  credit  for  fo  much,  let  it  be  what  it 
will,  I  will  live  according  to  what  that  and  my  own 
little  revenue  will  reach,  and  not  fpare  any  little  pre- 
fents  I  have  received  in  his  Majefty's  fcrvice,  where 
his  honour  requires  it  :  all  I  defire  is  only  not  to  be 
forced  into  debts,  which,  to  fay  the  truth,  I  have  ever 
abhorred,  and  would  by  my  good  will  cat  dry  crufts, 
and  lie  upon  the  floor,  rather  than  do  it  upon  any 
other  confideration,  than  of  his  Majefty's  immediate 
commands,  and  I  hope  thofe,  his  juftice,  and  my 
friends  favour,  will  prevent. 

I  beg  your  Lordfhip's  pardon  for  troubling  ybu 
with  this  ftrange  freedom  about  my  own  concern- 
ments, which  you  have  pleafed  to  encourage  me  to, 
and  may  at  any  time  check  me  in  it,  with  the  leaft 
difcountenance,  which  I  doubt  I  have  already  deferved. 
But  I  will  not  increafe  or  lengthen  my  faults  by  cx- 
cufes,  nor  trouble  your  Lordlhip,  by  repeating  any 
thing  of  what  my  Lord  Arlington  receives  from  me 
at  large,  upon  the  courfe  of  public  affairs  here  -,  which, 
though  feeming  to  change  often  in  others  eyes,  ap- 
pears to  me  conftant  in  the  French  defign  of  a  war  ; 
which  I  believe  nothing  can  alter,  but  the  vifible 
marks  of  force  and  fteadinefs  in  their  neighbours  to 
oppofe  them. 

I  beg  your  Lprdfhip's  belief,  that,  as  I  am  with 
very  great  reafon,  fo  I  am  with  very  great  pafTion  too, 
my  Lord,  your,  &c. 

To 
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1^0  Monfieur  deWitt. 

Bruffils^  April  jn^N.S. 

SIR,  1668. 

1  Doubt  not  but  you  are  plcaf- 
*  cd  as  much  as  I  at  the  con- 
tents of  the  laft  difpatches  from 
Paris,  which  make  us  believe, 
that  in  two  or  three  days  we 
fhall  have  the  fufpenfion  of 
arms  to  the  end  of  May  ;  and 
then  I  do  not  fee  the  leaft  dif- 
ficulty that  can  happen,  which 
we  fhall  not  eafily  avoid  in  the 
negotiation  oi  the  peace  ;  for 
I  fee  liot  how  France  can  draw 
back,  after  the  fatisfadion  we 
are  going  to  give  them  at  Pa- 
ris: and,  for  Spain,  I  never  had 
the  leafl  fcruple  upon  their 
condu6i  :  and  I  flill  believe, 
as  I  ever  did,  that,  unlefs  we 
drive  them  to  defpair  by  ill 
ufage,  neither  the  Spanifh  na- 
tion in  general,  nor  the  Mar- 
quis of  Caflel-Rodrigo  in  par- 
ticular, will  have  recourfe  to 
any  bafc  evafions.  And  to 
fpeak  to  you  in  confidence  (as 
it  is  neceflary  between  phyfi- 
cians)  fmce  the  refolution  you 
have  talked  of  about  driving 
the  Spaniards  wholly  out  of  his 
country,  and  cantoning  your- 
felves  m  it ;  and  fince  fo  many 
violent  inflancesmade  by  your 
Deputies  for  figning  Monfieur 
de  Lyonne*s  projedl  without 
altering  a  word,  or  fo  much 
as  giving  the  Marquis  any  af- 

VoL.  I.  furancc 


A  Monfieur  de  Witt. 

BruxcUes,  le  17  Avr* 
Monfieur,  S.  N.  1668. 
•y  £  m  douti  fas  que  ifous  m 
J  vous  rejoutffex  autant  qui 
mot  du  contenu  des  dernieres  de-- 
peches  di  Parisy  qui  nous  dowunt 
lieu  de  croire  que  dans  deux  ou 
trois  jours  nous  aurons  unefuf* 
penfwn  d^armesjufqt^  a  la  fin  di 
Mai  \  far  cela  etant,  je  ne  vols 
point  de  difficulte  qui  puiffefur^ 
venir,  dont  nous  ne  venions  fa^ 
cilement  a  bout  dans  le  cours  de 
la  negociation  de  la  paix.  Car 
je  ne  voispas  comment  la  France 
pour r a  reculer  apres  la  fatisfac^ 
tion  que  nous  lut  allons  donner  i 
Paris,  A  Pigard  d*Efpagni^ 
je  n^ai  jamais  eu  le  moindrefcru- 
pule  fur  fa  conduite  ;  tiFje  crois 
encore,  comme  Pai  toujours  cru^ 
qu^a  moins  que  nous  m  la  redui* 
ftons  au  dejefpoir  a  force  de  la 
traiter  de  foaut  en  has  ;  ni  la 
nation  Efpagnole  en  general,  ni 
le  Adarquis  de  Cajiel-Rodrigo 
en  particulier,  n^auront  point  rf- 
cout's  a  de  hmteux  fubterfuges. 
Et  pour  vous  dire  en  confidenci 
(comme  ilfaut  faire  entre  Me^ 
decins)  depuis  que  vous  avez  par^^ 
le  de  la  refolution  de  chaffer  Us 
Efpagnols  des  Pau-Bas,  feT  de 
vous  y  cantomter  ;  depuis  tant 
^injlances  reiterees  faites  par 
vos  Deputez  pour  (aftgnatun 
duprojet  de  Monfieur  de  Liomte^ 
feus  la  condition  de  ra  rien  chan- 
ger, ^  mime  fans  lui  donner  la 
£  e  moindn 
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furance  of  aflifting  him  in  cafe 
France  Chould  draw  back  (ac- 
cording to  the  orders  of  the 
Queen)  I  have  often  heard  his 
Excellency  fay,  that,  if  he 
were  now  in  the  council  of 
Spain,  he  would  give  his  ad- 
vice without  farther  difficulty, 
for  making  peace  with  France 
by  delivering  this  country  up 
to  them,  rather  than  fufFer 
fuch  a  treatment  from  all  their 
ndghbours,  who  are  more  in- 
terefted  in  the  lofs  of  it  than 
themfelves.  For  it  cannot 
enter  into  the  Marquis's  head, 
why  we  fliould  give  France 
more  aflurances  than  they  de- 
fire,  in  cafe  of  Spain's  refufing 
the  alternative,  and  even  con- 
trary to  our  treaty  at  the 
Hague  ;  and  yet  refufe  to  give 
Spain  the  bare  aflurances  of 
the  words  of  our  treaty,  in  cafe 
of  France's  refufal  after  hav- 
ing driven  Spain  to  all  we  can 
aflc.  Neither  can  the  Mar- 
i|uis  imagine  why  we  prefs 
him  fo  much  to  fign  a  projedl 
word  for  word  from  Monfieur 
dc  Lyonne,  without  firft  ufing 
•ur  endeavours  at  Paris  to 
reduce  the  affairs  of  cities  in 
the  heart  of  the  country  to 
fome  reafonable exchange;  as 
we  have  always  prom i fed  him, 
and  as  I  let  him  fee  in  one  of 
your  letters ;  nay  without  once 
endeavouriiigto  hinder  the  de- 
vacations 


moindre  efperana  de  FaJJifiir  at 
cas  que  la  France  reade^   cbh^ 
formement   aux  ordres    dt    la 
Heme  ;  d^puis  cela  (dis'ji)fai 
fntvint  oiiidire  afon  ExuUence^ 
que  $*il  etoit  a  cette  beurt  au  cme-' 
JeiliEfpagm^  que  fin  eruis  ft^ 
roitf  qu'on  fit  fans  tnerdander 
f  accord  avec  la  France^  en  Ud 
donnant  tout  ce  pa'isj  plutSt  qta 
d*endurer  un  traitemmt  pareil 
de  la  part  de  tous  les  Etats  tW- 
fins  de  la  Flandre ;  l^fpuls  dn^ 
vent  etre  plus  interejfts  dans  la 
perte  de  ces  Provinces^  que  les 
Efpagnols  eux-memes.     Car  il 
ne  pent  pas  entrer  dans  Pefprit 
du  Marquis^  que  nous  donmoru 
a  la  France  plus  JCaffurance  qi/ 
elle  rCen  defire^  fuppose  U  refui 
iEfpagne^  iff  cela  meme  centre 
nitre  trait e  de  la  Haye ;  fcf  que 
nous  refufions  a  PEfpagne  de  /'- 
a£urer  Jimplemcnt  des  claufes  de 
notre  traite  pour  ellcj  en  cas  que 
la  France  ^jf^f^^  Jurtout  apres 
avoir  poujje  iEfpagne  a  f aire 
tout  ce  que  nous  avons  voulu.  Le 
Marquis  n^ imagine  point  auffi^ 
pourquoi  nous  le  prefjoru  tant 
pour  la  fignature  mot-a-mot  ilu 
projet  de  Monfieur  de  Uonne^ 
fans  faire  par  avance  tous  not 
efforU  a  Parisy  pour  reduire 
T affaire  des  vilUs  jituees  dans  le 
cceur  des  provinces  a  quelque  *- 
change  raifonnable  :  cela  lui  a* 
voit  toujour s  ete  promis ;   i^  je 
ten  ai  moi' mime  affure  par  une 
de  vos  lettres  que  je  lui  ai  fait 
voir,  II  s^etonne  encore  pourquoi 
nous  ne  fafftons  pas  nos  efforts 
pour  empicher  la  demolition  des 
places- 
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vaftations  in  the  Franche 
Compte.  So  that  by  this  pro- 
jcdl,  he  fees  clearly,  he  muft 
be  confined  within  Bruflels  as 
in  a  prifon,  fliut  up  by  French 
garrifons, within  feven  leagues 
of  him  on  one  fide,  and  eight 
on  the  other  ;  and  that  Bur- 
gundy may  be  invaded  as  an 
open  country,  without  the 
poffibility  of  defending  it  a 
day.  And,  if  the  peace  be 
made  upon  thefe  terms,  every 
one  may  fee  that  France  will 
only  wait  till  we  are  engaged 
in  a  quarrel  with  our  neigh- 
hours,  or  till  fome  mifunder- 
flanding  happen  between  our 
two  nations,  to  finiOi  the  con-, 
queft  of  this  country,  which 
they  may  do  in  fifteen  days. 
However,  the  Marquis  fays, 
that,  in  cafe  we  will  give  him 
afTurances  to  follow  the  third 
of  our  feparate  articles,  he  is 
ready  to  fign  himfelf,  or  give 
powers  to  fign  even  Monfieur 
de  Lyonnc's  projeft  immedi- 
ately, as  the  foundation  of  the 
treaty  ;  and  will  rely  upon  our 
good  offices  to  negotiate  either 
iome  convenient  exchange  for 
Burgundy,  or  to  have  it  reftor- 
ed  in  the  condition  it  was  ta- 
ken ;  or  elfe  find  means  to  re- 
pair the  towns  demolifhed.  In 
cafe  you  will  not  be  perfuaded 
to  give  him  thefe  afliirances, 
we  muft  endeavour  to  finiih  it 
altogether  at  Aix,  whither  I 
(hall  begin  my  journey  as  foon 
as  we  (hall  have  received  the 
fufpen* 


places  dans  la  Franche  Contpte. 
De  forte  qu^il  voit  tris-claire* 
mentj  que  par  ce  projet  il  fera 
dans  Bruxelles  comme  enprtfw^ 
ouen  kage  a  tigardde  la  France^ 
fes  garmfons  tun  cote  n*en  etant 
qu'a  huit  lieuiSy  ^  de  r  autre 
qu^  afept.  11  voit  de  plus  qucj 
les  forces  de  Prance  entreront 
dans  la  Bourgogne  comme  dans 
un  plat  patSy  fans  qu*on  lapuij/i 
couvrir  unjour  entier,  S^uefi 
la  paix  fe  fait  dans  ces  termesy 
tout  le  monde  voit  que  la  France 
rC  attendra  que  le  moment  de  la 
premiere  defunion  entre  quelqtf 
uns  de  nos  voifinsy  oude  la  plus 
legere  mefmtelligence  entre  nos 
deux  nations ^pour  acheverlacon-^ 
quite  des  Pais-BaSj  qui  ne  bit 
coutera  plus  de  quinze  jours. 
Pourtant  U  Marquis  dit^  qu^en 
cas  que  nous  lui  domtions  des  of 
furances  de  pourfuivre  le  troi- 
fteme  de  nos  articles  fepares^  il 
efi  pret  de  figner  ou  donner  les 
pouvoirs  de  figner  le  projet  menu 
felon  les  temus  de  Monfieur  di 
Lionne,  comme  fervant  defonde^ 
ment  au  trait e  :  qu^il  s'en  re- 
mettra  a  nosfoins  ^  a  nos  bons 
offices  pour  la  negociation  de 
quelque  echange  commode  a  te^ 
gard  di  la  Bourgogne^  ou  bien 
tune  re/litution  en  Petat  oH  ellg 
a  etc  prife^  ou  pour  trouver  les 
moyens  ae  reparer  les  villes  de» 
molies.  En  cas  que  vous  lui  re- 
fufiez  a  tous  ces  egards  les  affu- 
ranees  qttildemandi^  il  faudra 
que  nous  tachions  de  reprendre  bf 
taclyever  le  tout  enfembU^  faT 
tun  mime  filet  a  Atx  la  Cha^ 
E  c  2  pcUe} 
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fufpcnfion  of  arms.  And  I 
fhall  not  fail  to  purfue,  as  ef- 
fed^ually  as  I  can,  both  there 
and  at  other  places,  the  ac- 
complifliment  of  this  great  af- 
fair ;  and  (hall  be  glad  to  re- 
ceive your  advice,  from  time  to 
time,  upon  the  condu<St  of  this 
negotiation. 


Before  I  go,  I  muft  tell  you 
freely,  that,  the  lefsof  bufinefs 
you  leave  between  the  Mar- 

;uis  and  your  Deputies  here, 
think  it  will  be  fo  much  the 
better  for  the  general  affair  : 
for,  in  one  word,  they  are  not 
perfons  made  for  each  other  ; 
the  Marquis  being  of  a  hu- 
mour rather  to  die  than  be  go- 
verned in  the  management  of 
bufinefs  :  and  he  fays,  Monf. 
Bourgerfdycke  is  a  man  not  to 
be  employed  but  where  you 
abfolutely  give  the  law.  I 
have  already  hinted  fomethincy 
of  this  to  you  ;  but  now  \ 
think  it  neceflary  you  fliould 
be  informed  of  it,  that  vou 
may  do  thereupon  as  you  (hall 
find  convenient  ;  for  1  have 
not  obferved  one  ihinn;  in  the 
courfc  of  this  affair,  which  you 
and  I  could  not  have  compaf- 
fcd  without  the  lead  heat  or 
difcontent  :  and  I  will  nor  tell 
you  the  pain  and  cares  I  have 
been  at  to  manage  matters  be- 
tween them,  and  prevent  their 
breaking  out  into  violences 
upon  fo  many  occafions;  which 
I  endeavoured  by  all  means  to 
avoid  I 


ptlU  ;  oitje  commetutrai  a  nia* 
chemirur  dcs  que  nous  aurons  r/^ 
fu  nouvelle  de  lafufpenfion  Jtmr^ 
mes^  i^  je  ne  manquerai  pas  la^ 
nonplus  qu'ailleurSy  de  pmrftd* 
vre  de  tout  mon  pouvoir  la  can^ 
clufion  de  cette  grande  affaire. 
yeferai  bien-aije  de  recevair  eU 
terns  en  terns  vos  avis  fur  la  ma^ 
niere  dont  ulte  negociation  fera 
condutte, 

Avant  que  je  parte ^  il  faut 
aueje  vaus  dijefranchement^  que 
le  moins  d^ajjatres  que  vous  don- 
nerez  a  dij cuter  avec  le  Marquis 
a  vos  Deputes^  fera  le  meiUeur 
pour  la  caufe  commune  \  car^  en 
un  mot^  ce  ne  font  point  des  gens 
fa  it  5  les  uns  pour  Its  autres .  Le 
Marquis  ejl  d'un  humeur  a  bra^ 
ver  plutot  la  mort^  que  defouf- 
frir  d'etre  matrife  dans  la  con- 
du'ite  ^  le  maniement  des  af- 
faires. II  dity  que  Monfieur 
Bourgerfdycke ^' eji  propre  a  etre 
employe  que  dam  les  lieux  oil 
vous  donnez  fsuverainement  la 
loi,  fe  vous  en  avois  deja  tou- 
che  quclque  chofe,  maisje  croi  a 
cette  heure  quil  efl  necejfaire  de 
vous  le  dire^  a  fin  que  fur  cela 
vous  en  uftez  comme  vous  leju-- 
gerez  apropos,  Je  n'ai  encore 
rien  remarque  dans  le  coiars  de 
cette  affaire  dont  je  nefuffe  venu 
a  bout  avec  vous  fans  le  moindre 
chagrin^  mais  menie  avec  agre* 
ment  ;  et  je  ne  vous  dirai  point 
les  peine i  iff  les  foucis  que  f  at 
eu  a  menager  toutes  chofes  entr* 
eux^  ^  a  prevenir  des  eclats  ^ 
les  repartics  picquantes  qiiils  e* 
toient  prcts  de  fefaire  a  tout  bcut 

de 
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de  champ  ;  fai  employe  pour  cela 
toute  mon  adrejfe  \  car  \e  fatJoU 
cette  reflexion^  que  les  dipyitiom^ 
ou^  fi  vous  voulezy  les  pajfions 
des  Mintftres  ont  une  granie 
influence  fur  eelUs  des  maitres. 
A  cette  biure  je  ne  vo'ts  plus 
rien  qui  puijfe  empecher  la  paixj 
fi  ce  rCeJl  que  la  France  vii  la 
dijjenfion  fe  gUJfer  entre  tEf' 
pagne  &  nous,  A  ne  vous  rien 
celer^  ily  a  ici  beaucoup  de  gens 
qui  voudroieTtt  bien  meperfuader 
que  vous  ave%  change  de  nujures 
dcpids  mon  depart  d^Hollande  i 
mats  je  leur  repons  a  tousy  qu0 
je  me  repofe  fi  fort  fiir  vi» 
tre  finceritCy  &  a  la  candeur 
de  voire  procede^  que/upposc  qui 
ce  quails  difent  futy  vous  aurie^ 
He  le  premier  a  nCen  infiruire. 

Foila  quelli  eji  la  conflana 
que  fai  en  vouSj  isf  vous  pouvez 
avoir  la  rneme  en,  Monfieur^ 
votrey  i^€.\ 


avoid,  becau£;  I  know  the 
difpofitions  of  Miniftcrs  are 
often  infufed  intotheirmafters. 
I  fee  nothing  in  the  world  that 
can  hinder  the  peace  at  pre- 
fent,  unlefs  France  finds  Tome 
mifunderftandings  between  us 
and  Spain.  To  tell  you  the 
truth,  many  people  would 
perfuade  me,  that  you  have 
changed  your  mcafures  fince 
I  left  Holland  :  but  I  anfwer 
every  body,  that  I  truft  fo 
much  to  the  fmcerity  of  your 
proceedings,  that  I  do  not 
doubt,  but,  if  it  were  fo,  your- 
felf  would  be  the  firfl  to  inform 
me. 


You  fee  what  confidence 
I  have  in  your  perfon,  and  you 
may  fafely  have  the  fame  in 
that  of.  Sir,  your,  &c. 


To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Aix,  April  28,  N.  S.  1668. 

I  Never  writ  to  your  Lordfhip  in  worfe  health,  nor 
in  worfe  humour,  and  therefore  you  could  never 
receive  a  worfe  letter  than  this  is  like  to  be.  The  cere- 
monies of  my  journey  your  Lordfhip  fhall  find  in  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Williamfon,  fofoon  as  a  fever,  which  is 
now  upon  me,  gives  me  leave  to  fay  one  word  more 
than  what  I  think  of  abfolute  neceffity ;  for  fo,  I  con- 
ceive, all  I  have  now  written  to  the  Marquis  is.  The 
defpight  of  feeing  the  Baron  de  Bergeyck  yet  refufe  to 
fign  the  projeft  of  the  treaty,  without  another  dif- 
E  e  3  patch 
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patch  from  the  Marquis,  after  that  I  brought  him,  is 
enough  to  lofe  all  patience  •,  my  ill  humour,  I  confefs, 
is  not  Icffened  by  feeing  myfelf  here,  with  equal  cha- 
rader  to  other  Minifters,  and  without  pofiibility,  in 
this  place,  of  putting  myfelf  in  an  equipage  fuicable  to 
them,  which  I  could  not  think  poffible  neither  to 
provide  myfelf  before  my  journey,  confidering  the 
uncertainty  of  it  alm.oft  to  the  very  laft,  and  the  af- 
furance  I  came  with  from  the  Marquis  of  the  treaty's 
being  figned  the  firft  moment.  I  aflured  the  Mar- 
quis de  Bergeyck,  that  I  thought  it  neceffary,  fo  that 
I  hoped  three  days  would  end  our  bufinefs,  which  I 
believed  his  Majefty  would  unwillingly  fee  done  with- 
out his  intervention,  and  would  be  content  to  have 
all  men  think  as  they  have  done  here,  ever  fince  the 
convention  began  (and  perhaps  every-where  elfe)  that 
nothing  could  be  done  till  the  King's  Minifter  came, 
and  that  would  immediately  clofe  the  affair.  The 
feft  I  muft  refer  to  the  inclofed  copy  of  my  letter  this 
night  to  the  Marquis,  by  an  exprefs  ;  and  beg  your 
Lordfhip  to  give  me  leave  to  reft  a  very  weary  dif- 
;en^ered  head,  which  yet  can  never  forget  how  much 
I  am,  my  Lord,  &c, 

^c  the  Marquis  of  CaJleU  Au  Marquis   de  CafteK 

Jiodrigo.  Rodrigo. 

A  Aix,  le  28  Avr. 

jfix^  Apr!!  28,  Monficur,        S.  N.  1 668. 

My  lard^         N,  S.  1 668 .  ^'Jrrivai  tier  en  cefU  vi/U. 

1  Arrivedycfterdayinthiscjty.  ^  J*ai  refu  cette  apres-dines 

•*  This  afternoon  I  received  une  vifiie  de  la  part  du  Baron 

a  vifit  from  the  Baron  de  Ber-  de  Bergeyck^  isf  une  autre  de  la 

geyck,andanotherfromMon-  part  de  Monjieur  Colbert.     Je 

iieur  Colbert.    I  treated  them  les  at  trait e 5  tous  cgaletnentyfur 

both  equally,  upon  a  meflage  la  parole  que  le  gentUhmmte  en^ 

by  a  gentleman  fent  from  the  veye  de  la  part  du  Baron  m'a 

Baron  to  inform  me,  that  he  dormie^  que  fon  maitre  etoit  dejd 

was  already  qualified  Ambaf-  revitu  du  tit  re  d  Amhajjadeur^ 

fjidor  of  Spain,  by  the  letters  fa^  qu'il  ctoit  muni  des  Uttrcs  (^ 

^d  des 
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difs  pUittS'poweirs  de  la  Rnm 
elU-mime.     Monfuur  Btuemn 
ing  nCa  aujft  vtfete  incognito  a 
matin  \  ^  tout  ce  qu*unegrand< 
indifpofition  qui  me  retientapre^ 
fent  permit  queje  difea  F,  E. 
c'eft^  qu'il  ne  rife  plus  ctautrs 
demarche  a  faire  pour  fat4Ver  Us 
PaiS'Bas^  que  defigner  incef- 
famment  le  pro} it  etruoye  au  Ba^ 
ron  de  Bergeyck  j  cela  eftji  vrai 
que  mime  a  mon  arrivee  tout  le 
monde  en  attendoit  laftgnatupi. 
Celui  de  France  declare  par  ioutj 
apres  avoir  declare  a  moi-mem^j 
qu'il  eji  prei  dt  ftgner  des  ce/nr 
mime  tons  lea  points^  tels  qu*iif 
ont  ete  coucbespar  nos  Minijir&s 
a  Paris,     ^ue  fi  le  Baron  de 
Bergeyck  fait  ou  des  difficukh^ 
ou  des  exceptions^  il  donnerafis 
reponfes  conformement  afes  in^ 
Jlrutiions^  ^  felon  l* exigence  des 
chofes  ;  ^  ^ apres  touty  l*£f^ 
pagne  ne  doit  attribuer  qu*a  elk 
feule  les  malheurs  qui  peuvent 
naitre  de  tant  de  delais  tsf  de 
tems  perdu,     Je  vols  fort  bien^ 
qu'il  eflpret  dfuivre  ^  a  aidir 
le  Baron  de  Bergiyck  dans  torn 
Us  retardemins  qu*on  pourra  ap^ 
porter  a  la  conclufion  de  cette  af- 
faire J  l^  que  prevoyant  que  l* 
Efpagne  d^it  enfin  s'accommodtr 
dis  conditions  &  des  termes  du 
traite^  vu  t engagement  m   la 
HoUandi  &  nous  fommes  deja 
entres  par  nos  Mtnifires  a  Pa^ 
ris  ;  ilfe  promet  ou  ct avoir  P 
affaire  fe  romprcy  ou  d avoir  la 
gloire  de  faire  ceder  P Efpagne 
fur   toutes  Us  difficultcs  quelle 
aura  mifes  in  avant :  ceptndanty 
E  c  4  Monfuur 


and  powtrs  of  the  Queen  her- 
feJf.  Monfieur  Beverning  vifit- 
ed  me  this  morning  incognito; 
and  all  that  a  great  indifpofi- 
tion will  fuffer  me  to  tell  you 
at  prefent  is  this  :  that  it  is 
not  poiEble  to  make  any  other 
paces  for  faving  the  Nether- 
lands^ but  by  im  mediately  fign- 
ingthe  project  fent  to  the  Ba- 
ron de  Bergeyck:  for  every 
body  expeded  the  figning  of 
it  upon  my  arrival.  The  French 
Ambaflador  declares  every- 
where, as  he  has  already 
done  to  me,  that  he  is  ready 
to  fign  this  very  evening,  and 
in  all  points  as  they  have  been 
couched  by  our  own  Mtnifters 
at  Paris.  And,  if  the  Baron 
makes  any  exceptions  or  dif- 
ficulties, he  is  ready  to  give 
anfwer  thereupon,  according 
to  his  inftru£lions,  and  as  be 
fhall  think  convenient :  but 
that  Spain  muft  impute  to  it- 
felf  whatever  may  h>ippen  by 
this  lofs  of  time.  I  fee  plain- 
lyi  he  is  ready  to  fecond  and 
aifift  the  Baron  de  Bergeyck 
in  any  del  ays  that  may  be  given 
to  the  aflair ;  and  forefeeing 
that  it  muft  at  length  pais  in 
the  words  of  this  projefi,  fmce 
we  and  Holland  are  already 
engaged  about  it  at  Paris  ;  he 
hopes  either  to  fee  the  affair 
break,  or  to  have  the  honour 
to  make  Spain  yield  at  laft  up- 
on all  difficulties  they  firft 
raifed.  In  the  mean  while, 
Monfieur  Beverning  pretends 

to 
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to  think,  that,  after  the  orders 
given  to  the  Baron  de  Fer- 
geyck,  and  the  copies  of  them 
^nt  into  HoUand,  no  difficul- 
ties can  arife  upon  the  figning: 
and,  for  me,  I  cannot  retufc  to 
carry  the  orders,  and  am  in 
the  greatcft  pain  imaginable 
to  fee  the  Baron  fiili  make  a 
difficulty  to  fign  without  an- 
other order  from  your  Excel- 
lency. Therefore  I  defu^e  you, 
in  the  name  of  all  thofe  who 
wifli  wel  1  to  the  affairs  of  Spain 
And  of  Chriftendom,  to  dif- 
patch  an  exprefs  command  to 
the  Baron,  to  fign  without  far- 
ther trifling,  and  to  fend  him 
inffrudions  for  any  thing  that 
your  Excellency  (hall  find  con- 
venient to  have  negotiated  af- 
terwards; in  which  I  fliall 
haveMonfieur  Beveming's  af- 
fiftance,  but  not  St  all  before 
the  proje  A  is  finned. 


If  your  Excellency  will  not 
think  fit  to  comply  with  this» 
I  difcharge  myfelf  at  leaft  of 
all  the  fatal  efFefls  that  may 
arrive  upon  it.  I  defire  your 
Excellency  yet  once  more  to 
grant  this  difpatch  to  the  in- 
Sances  of  one  who  had  found- 
ed the  bottom  of  this  affair 
with  all  poffible  attention,  and 
all  the  refleSions  I  am  capable 
of  making  ;  and  who  forms  a 
judgment  of  it,  without  other 
pa  (lion  than  that  I  have  for 
the  prefervation  of  Flanders.  I 
am,  ^c. 


Mmfieur  Biveming  ne  s^ attend 
feint  a  voir  fufciter  de  noteveeux 
QhftacUiy  ^  di  mwelies  diffiad* 
tes  touchant  cetitjipiature^aprh 
dis  erdrts  dotines  au  Benrwi  de 
Bergeycky  U  dent  Us  cepies  ent 
ete  envoy ies  in  HoUande.    Pemr 
moi^  afrh  t  avoir  promis^je  ffmi 
p9i  reader  a  porUr  Us  er£res^  {^ 
jefuis  dans  la  plusgrande  P^ifu 
du  monde  de  voir  que  U  harem 
de  BirgeyckfaitMjfficuIiedejfig^ 
ner  avant  que  d^ avoir  reps  un 
autre  ordre  de  V.  E.  c^efi  pour- 
quoi^je  lafuppUe^  au  nom  de  tous 
ceux  qui  fouhaitent  U  been  des 
affaires  dEfpagnel^de  UiCbre^ 
tientSy  dordonner  par  un  com^ 
mandemait  expres^  que  V ordre 
foitfigniy  y  quon  rCy  marcban^ 
depliis.    V.  £.  donnera  aujjtfes 
avisau  Baron  de  Bergeyck  tou* 
chant  ce  qu^elU  trouvera  ben  qui 
foit  negotie  dans  la  fuite  ;  cela 
fahyjepQurrai  compter  fur  lefe^ 
court  &  Faidide  M.  Bevermng^ 
du  quel  je  flattens  rien  tandis 
que Ui cbofeftia comme elU  ejL 

En  cas  que  V.  £.  fuive  dau^ 
tres  voyes,,  je  me  decharge  par 
avance  de  toutes  Us  fuites  funef- 
tes  qui  en  pourront  arriver,  je 
fyppiie  encore  unejois  V.  E.  de 
donncr  cela  aux  injiances  d'une 
perfonne  qui  a  approfondi  cetie 
affaire  avec  toute  P attention  CsT 
la  reflexion  dont  je  fuis  capable  ; 
fy  qtii  en  porte  un  jugemeni  ex» 
empt  de  paffion^  exapte  celU  qu'il 
a  pour  Us  confetTatton  des  Pah* 
Bas,     Jefkisy  tf  r. 
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To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Aix,  April  30,  N.  S.  1668. 

IN  the  hurry  of  thefe  exprefTes  to  Bruflcis,  all  that 
I  can  poflibly  do,  is  to  give  your  Lordftiip  the 
account  of  the  ftate  of  our  bufinefs  here,  in  the  copy 
of  thofe  letters  I  am  forced  to  write  to  the  Marquis. 
To  which  end  the  AmbaiTadors  of  Spain  and  Holland 
have  been  very  often  with  mt  already,  though  I  have 
not  yet  ftirred  out  of  doors,  and  they  are  but  now 
gone  fucceffively  from  my  bed- fide.  The  fruits  of 
our  conferences  your  Lordfhip  will  find  in  theinclofed, 
and  will  pardon  me  for  doing  nothing  more  at  this 
time,  than  barely  acknowledging,  and  that  in  extreme 
hafte,  yours  of  the  lothand  13th,  which  are  come 
here  to  my  hands  :  the  torn  paper  is  an  original  of 
a  poftfcript  I  received  juft  now  in  a  letter  from  Mon* 
fieur  de  Witt,  which  I  fend  in  anfwer  to  one  I  had 
lately  from  your  Lordfhip.  The  inclofed  from  my 
Secretary  to  Mr.  Williamfon  gives  account  of  all  the 
ceremonies  that  have  been  hitherto  paft.  I  am  cver^ 
&c. 

To  the  Marquis  of  CaJleU    Au  Marquis  dc  Caftel* 
Rodrigo.  Rodrigo. 


Jixy  April  30, 
My  Lord,  N.  S.  1668. 
T  Am  very  much  indifpofed, 
-*  and  God  keep  me  from  thofe 
accidents,  which  the  defpight  I 
have  upon  the  prefent  courfe  of 
affairs  may  caufe  in  my  illnefs. 
All  I  have  to  fay  is,  that  the 
Ambaflador  of  France  has  or- 
ders not  to  change  a  word  in 
the 


A  Aix,  Ic  30  Avf. 
Monfieur,        S.  N.  ^668. 

7£  trouvg  ma  Janti  fori  /- 
irwiluj  ^  a  Vieu  m  plaifo 
que  lis  accidens^  q}^^ft  capabli  i$ 
nu  caufer  U  depit  que  je  rejjens 
du  train  que  prerment  les  affair* 
res^  vieftnent  fe  joindre  a  mM 
indifpefitiotu  Tout  ce  que  fat  a 
dire  c'eft^  que  tAnAaJfadewr  di 
France 
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the  projeS  as  prepared  by  our 
Miniflers  at  Paris :  the  Uutch 
Ambaflador  has  the  fame  or- 
ders from  bis  matters :  the 
Nuncio  prefle^  alfo  Uie  (Ignin^ 
without  any  change ;  and  all 
the  GeJTTian  Minifiers  are  of 
the  fame  opinion. 

The  Baron  re&(es  to  fign 
jKrithout. another  order  from 
Bruflels :  upon  which  the 
French  Ambaffadpr  pre/Ies 
both  me  and  Monfieur  Be- 
verning  to  give  him  an  ad, 
wherein  we  are  to  witnefs, 
that  he  has  been  ready  to  ftgn 
ever  fmce  the  arrival  of  the 
projeit  The  DMtch  Ambaf- 
fauor  protefts  he  cannot  re- 
fufe  ;  and  befides,  that,  if  the 
Baron  will  not  fign  to-mor- 
row, he  will  depart;  and  re- 
turn for  Holland.  TTie  moft 
Chriftian  King  has  fedtatliiis 
officers  into  the  field,  and  in- 
tends to  follow  them  in  per- 
fon  :  fo  that  our  Minifiers  at 
Paris  apprehend  fome  new  ac- 
cidents, linlefs  they  arc  pre- 
vented by  figning  the  treaty. 
^or  myfelf,  I  have  inftrudi- 
Dns  to  ufe  all  means  for  ad- 
vancing the  peace  in  concert 
with  the  Dutch  Ambaflador ; 
tnd  can  by  no  means  difagree 
with  his  refolutions.  I  bear 
with  what  patience  I  can  the 
inortification  to  fee  that  I 
muft  pafs  for  a  perfon  whom 
your  Excellency  has  impoM 
en,  by  giving  me  an  order 
which  your  Minificr  was  not 

3  ^ 


France  a  ordredem  chaffer  Ua 
unfeulmoi  ^projet  de  tms  mi* 
mjlrts  qui  font  a  Paris^  Cebd 
tHoUande  a  Us  mhms  &r^€s  ; 
k  Nana  du  ^ap€  prefft  la  fyn 
nature^  li  h0e  fur  U  9^ 
paint :  enfin  tous  ies  AC$tiflfm 
aAiknuigni  font  ddns  'It  wAm 
fonttmenti 

Le  Barm  di  Bergeyck  refi^ 
aSgntr  foms un  noaatil ^rdrt  ir 
JruxiOis :  la-dijus  rjiobafik- 
diur  di  France  preffe  fsT  mm  t^ 
Monfieur  Bevermng  de  ba  den^' 
ner  un  aSfe,  dans  lejuel  nems 
temoigmans,  fue,  depuis  Parrivtt 
dupr^etj  il  a  He  tousles  J9urs 
■  fret  afigner.  V  AmhaJTadewr  et 
•  Hollande  protefie  qu*tl  ne  peta 
pas  le  lui  refufer\  isT  quememi^ 
'file  Baron  de  Bergeyck  nefigae 
pas  dans  la  joumie  de  demam^ 
il  partrra  ePtci  pour  fen  retdeer- 
ner  en  Hollande.     Le  Ray  Tres 
Chretien  a  fait  partir  tousfes 
Officierspour  allerouvrir  la  cam^ 
pagne^  6f  il  pretend  Ies  fuivre 
en  per f wine  \  de  forte  que  mas 
Mlmjtres  a  Paris  apprebendertt 
de  nouveaux   defordres^  fi  on 
riarrete  tout  ce  grand  movuement 
par  lafignaturedutraite.  Pour 
meij  Ies  inJhruSiions  quefai  re^ 
fues,  portent  que  je   n^epargne 
rienpour  avancer  la  paixj  ^ 
qnejefiffe  toutes  chofts  de  con-- 
cert  avec  t  AnAaffaieur  d^HoU 
lande^  ^  je  ne  puis  en  aucuno 
forte  me  departir  de  fes  refolu-- 
tiofts.     Je  porte  le  plus  patient- 
ment  que  je  puisy  la  mortifica- 
tion de  pajfer  pour  un  homme 
dont  y*E.  s'efi  JGuicy    lors  qu* 
elle 
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elk  nia  fait  expedier  un  ordrt 
auqufl  on  ne  devoitpas  ohen-j  bt 
que  voire  Mintfire  a  en  effet  /- 
ludi  J  maisje  ne  plus  voir  qu^a^ 
vec  la  denutre  inqmetude  qug 
toutes  les  affaires  de  la  Chretien^ 
fife  brouillent  V  feperdentpar 
lefetd  caprice  du  Baron  de  ner^^ 
geyck.  Carje  me  garde  bien  di 
fuppofer^  comme  les  autres^  um 
feittte  enF.E.^  de  lui  attri* 
buer  di  nous  avoir  iendu  un  pi-* 
ege^  en  tirant  de  nous  les  ajjie- 
ranees  demandees^fur  latromef" 
fe  defaire  aufftthtfigner  letraitf; 
tf  enfuite  de  nC avoir  charge  tun 
ordrepour  le  Baron  de  Bergeyci^ 
qui  par  avance  etoit  detmit  par 
une  inftru£lion  fecrette. 

Je  rC  aurois  jamais  parti  di 
Bruxellesyji  V.  E,  ne  niavoit 
affuri  di  bouchey  que  le  Baron 
Jigneroitfans  jmanquer  tout  auf- 
fitot  que  jejugerois  la  chofe  ab-- 
folumtnt  maffaire.  Nous  mm 
Jommes  vus^  i^  je  luiairepre* 
Jente  la  chofe  fipreffee^  ft  necef^ 
faircy  queje  croi  que  ta  France 
ffapasremporteplusdavantagej 
ni  ne  fe  foit  krigee  a  elle^mems 
un  puts  grand  triomphe  par  le 
gainetwu  bataille  qia  par  let 
avtmces  ftteUi  afaites  en  cette 
occafum. 

Pour  moijje  rlai  eu  de  ma 
vie  um  plus  grandi  mortification 
que  celli  quePai  effuyee  en  cette 
rencontre^  JefmSy0c. 


to  obey :  but  I  cannot  bear 
with  patience  to  fee  that  the 
affairs  of  all  Chriftendom  muft 
be  abfolutelv  ruined  by  a  ca- 
price of  the  Baron  de  Bergeyck. 
For  I  will  not,  as  others  do, 
impute  to  your  Excellency 
fuch  a  feint  as  that  of  draw- 
ing from  us  all  afliirances  you 
demanded,  upon  your  promife 
of  immediately  figning  the 
treaty,  and  then  of  giving  me 
a  fort  of  order  to  the  Baron, 
contradi£ted  before  by  a  coun- 
ter order  in  fecret. 


I  fhould  not  have  left  Bruf- 
fels,  had  not  your  Excellency 
aflured  me,  that  the  Baron 
fhould  fiffn  without  delay, 
whenever  1  judged  it  necef- 
fary.  I  now  find  it  fo ;  and 
have  told  him  it  is  fo  very  ne- 
cedary,  that,  I  believe,  France 
would  not  have  carried  great- 
er advantages,  nor  triumphed 
more  upon  the  winning  of  a 
battle,  than  on  the  advances 
they  have  made  in  this  affair* 


For  myfelf,  I  was  never  in 
my  life  in  greater  mortifica- 
tion, than  what  I  have  borne 
in  this  affair.  I  am,  &c. 


?v 
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To  Mr.  mUiamfon. 

SIR,  Aix,  April  30,  N.  S.  166%. 

MY  Mailer  being  kept  in  his  bed  by  an  illnds 
that  feized  him  the  firft  night  of  his  arrival 
here,  and  fince  increafed  upon  him  by  the  conftraints 
he  was  forced  to  the  next  day  in  the  reception  of  the 
feveral  AmbaiTadors,  hath  commanded  me  to  give 
you  the  account  of  his  journey  hither  ;  and  delires 
you  will  help  it  to  pafs  with  my  Lord  Arlington  for 
that  promife,  whicn  he  made  in  his  laft,  of  doing  it 
himfelf  to  his  Lordfhip  upon  the  next  occafion. 

He  parted  from  Bruflels  upon  the  24th  of  this 
month  with  nine  and  twenty  perfons  in  his  company, 
of  which  ten  in  his  own  livery.  Befides  thofe  who 
belonged  to  him,  my  Lord  Stafford,  Captain  Bru- 
midge,  and  Captain  Wefely,  did  him  the  favour  to 
accompany  him  in  his  journey,  and  twenty  of  the 
Marquis's  guard  for  his  fecurity,  till  he  came  the  fe- 
cond  night  into  the  land  of  Liege.  The  firft  night  at 
Louvain  palled  without  any  ceremony,  not  taking 
upon  him  any  new  charafter  in  the  Spanifh  domini- 
ons :  the  fecond  night  he  lodged  at  Hirkinraedt,  a 
very  rich  Abbey  of  Bernardin  nuns,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived as  the  King  of  England's  AmbalTador.  The 
next  morning  the  Magiftrates  of  the  town  of  Haflcl 
fent  to  inform  whether  he  paffed  by  their  town  of 
Haflcl  in  his  way  to  Maeftricht,  to  the  end  they  might 
do  him  the  honour  due  to  his  charafter  :  but  my  Ma- 
iler defiring  to  avoid  thofe  ceremonies Ichofe  to  pafs  a 
private  way  about  a  mile  from  the  town  •,  however, 
he  found  all  the  road  where  it  lay  over-againft  the 
town  crowded  with  people,  and  among  them  the 
Magiflrates  of  the  town,  who  in  the  highway  enter- 
tained him  with  a  fpeech,  a  banquet,  great  ftore  of 
3  wine. 
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wine,  and  all  the  great  guns  of  the  town  at  the  fame 
time. 

The  fame  night  he  arrived  at  Maeftricht,  having 
only  fent  an  ordinary  fervant  before  to  take  up  his 
lodgings  :  near  the  town  he  was  met  by  a  Gentleman 
from  the  Rhingrave,  to  tell  him,  that,  if  the  hour  of 
his  arrival  had  been  known,  he  would  himfelf  have 
met  him  on  the  way  ;  but  however  would  not  fail  to 
do  it  at  his  coming  to  town.  He  was  received  there 
by  all  the  great  guns  of  the  town,  the  garrifon  ranged 
through  the  ftreets  as  he  pafled,  and  at  the  end  of 
them  a  volley  of  their  fmall  Ihot.  At  his  inn  he  was 
immediately  vifited  by  the  Rhingrave,  and  after  him 
by  the  Magiftrates  of  the  town.  The  next  morning 
he  returned  a  vifit  to  the  Rhingrave,  who  would  by 
force  accompany  him  back  to  his  inn.  As  he  went 
out,  he  had  all  the  great  guns  of  the  town  thrice  round, 
and  greater  voUies  of  fhot  than  the  night  before,  and 
the  Rhingrave  met  him  in  his  coach  about  half  a 
mile  out  of  town,  to  perform  his  laft  compliment, 
having  told  my  Lord  StaflFord  that  he  had  exprefs 
orders  from  the  States,  to  do  all  the  honour  that  was 
poflible  both  to  his  charafter  and  his  perfon. 

From  Maeftricht,  he  fent  a  letter  to  the  Baron  dc 
Fraifticim  here,  to  give  him  notice  of  his  intended  ar- 
rival upon  Friday  the  27th,  but,  withal,  to  defire  him 
to  keep  it  private,  that  fo  he  might  enter  with  little 
noifc  or  ceremony,  in  regard  he  came  upon  a  fudden 
journey  and  a  very  Ihort  ftay,  and  therefore  with  the 
train  of  the  King's  Refident  at  Bruflels,  rather  than 
that  of  his  Ambaflador.  The  Baron  de  Fraiflieim  did 
his  part  in  fuppreffing  the  knowledge  of  it,  but  the 
town,  having  notice  by  orders  they  had  given  at 
Maeftricht  to  that  purpofe,  fent  one  to  meet  him  in  the 
midway  with  a  compliment,  and  defire  that  they 
might  receive  him  as  they  had  done  other  Ambafla- 

dor». 
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dors.  My  Matter  referred  it  to  them  to  do  as  they 
pleafed,  and  the  rather  becaufe  he  heard  that  the 
French  Ambaffador  had  made  a  folcmn  entry  about 
fix  days  before,  with  a  very  great  train  and  ceremony  ; 
and  he  thought,  by  this  more  private  entry,  to  avoid 
the  expeftation  of  any  other  :  fo  he  was  received  in 
the  town  with  all  the  guns  and  the  Burghers  in  armSy 
and  complimented  immediately  at  his  arrival  both 
from  the  Magiftrates  of  the  town,  and  a  Commander 
of  the  Duke  of  Ncwburg's  to  aflurc  him  that  the 
Duke  had  given  him  orders  for  two  hundred  horfe  to 
attend  him  upon  the  confines,  and  to  accompany  him 
into  the  town,  as  he  had  done  the  French  Ambaffa- 
dor at  his  folemn  entry,  and  that  the  Baron  of  Frai- 
Iheim's  affurance  of  his  defiring  to  enter  privately 
had  only  prevented  that  attendance. 

The  night  of  his  arrival,  my  Matter  went  about  ten 
o'clock  incognito  to  the  Dutch  Ambaffador's  houfe, 
refolving  to  tell  him,  that,  upon  his  arrival  here,  he 
intended  to  live  after  another  fort  with  him  than  with 
any  of  the  other  Ambaffadors,  as  well  in  refpeft  of 
the  near  alliance  between  their  Matters,  as  of  their 
mediation.  The  Dutch  Ambaffador  happened  to  be 
in  bed,  but,  having  heard  of  my  Matter's  intentions, 
came  and  vifited  him  early  the  next  morning  without 
train  or  ceremony,  and  gave  him  full  information  of 
all  that  had  paffed  here,  which  made  good  what  we 
met  with  every-where  upon  the  road,  that  nothing  in 
the  peace  could  be  done  till  the  arrival  of  the  King's 
Ambaffador  here. 

My  Matter's  indifpofition  that  morning  delayed  his 
lending  to  give  the  feveral  public  Minitters  idvice  of 
his  arrival  till  about  ten  o'clock,  and  then  he  was  pre- 
vented by  compliments  ;  firtt  from  the  French,  and 
then  from  the  Spanilh  Ambaffadors,  which  were  re- 
turned that  morning,  and  fucceeded  in  the  afternoon 
by  vifits  from  them  both  in  the  fame  order. 

My 
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My  Matter,  upon  his  firft  interview  with  the  Hol- 
land Ambaflador^  enquired  of  him  what  intercourfe 
had  pafled  between  him  and  the  Pope's  Nuncio  ;  and 
finding  that,  after  fome  offices  by  third  perfons  be- 
tween them,  it  had  ftopped  upon  fome  difficulties 
without  coming  to  any  vifits  or  formal  compliments  i 
he  fpake  to  my  Lord  Stafford,  when  he  made  a  vifit 
of  himfelf  to  the  Nuncio,  to  let  him  know  in  com- 
mon converfation,  that  my  Matter,  finding,  by  what 
had  pafled  between  him  and  the  Dutch  Ambailador^ 
that  the  fame  difficulties  were  like  to  befal  him,  bad 
omitted  to  give  him  any  advice  of  his  arrival,  but  to 
tell  him,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  was  very  much  a 
fervant  to  the  merits  of  the  Cardinal  Padrone,  upon 
his  acquaintance  with  him  at  Bruflels,  and  was  vtry 
glad  to  hear  of  the  continuance  of  his  health  fince  his 
latt  recovery  :  and  fo  that  matter  ended,  as  I  fuppofe; 
my  Matter  having  no  inttrudion  in  that  point,  and 
therefore  defiring,  as  civilly  as  he  could,  to  take  this 
occafion  of  avoiding  farther  commerce  with  him.  I 
have  nothing  elfe  worth  giving  you  the  trouble  of, 
but  am.  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

Tho.  Downton. 

To  the  EUSor  of  Mentz.      A  TEledleur  de  Mayence^ 

Aix^  May  2,  Aix,  le  2  May^ 

S IR,             N.  S.  1668.  Monfieur,       &  N.  1668. 

'TPHough  my  own  indifpofi-  ^Uoiqui  mm  inJifpo/itiony  far 

-*  tion,  and  Monfieur  Schou-  ^"^^Us  affaires  it  Monheur 

borne's  aJFairs,  deprived  me  of  Scbouhonu  trCaytnt  empeM  ig 

the  .happinefs  of  feeing  him  levoir  depuis  mm  arrivee  en 

iince  my  arrival  in  this  city,  I  cetu  vtUt ;  je  rCai  pcurtani  pa$ 

would  not  however  delay  any  voulu  difftrer  plus  Ungtemspnu 

longer  to  acknowledge  the  ho*  mefervir  de  cette  voye  pour  rv  * 

nour  of  your  Highnefs's  letter  connoitre  Pbmneur  que  F.  A, 

of  the  1 2th  paft,  and  to  make  m*  a  fait  par  fa  lettre  du  12  du 

you  the  oflfcrs  of  my  ferviccs  pafse^  bt  Jans  hd  errvoyer  dans 

(fince  uni  da  mtennes  Us  offres  de  mes 

fervices ; 
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(fincc  of  the  King  my  Matter's 
affe^onyourHighnefs  wants 
no  teftimonies.)  In  the  mean 
ivhlle  I  fend  your  Highnefs 
the   agreeable    news  of  the 
peace,  the  treaties  whereof  I 
have  at  prefent  in  my  hands ; 
one  figned  in  prefence  of  the 
Dutch  AmbaiTador,  and  the 
other  in  mine ;  which  I  was 
glad  to  obtain  by  precaution, 
u>  to  furmount  the  difficulties 
raifed  upon  delivering  the  in- 
fhuments  to  the  Nuncio.    I 
give  your  Highnefs  joy  of  an 
affair  fo  important  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  Germany  ;  and  your 
Highnefs  mav  juftly   do  the 
fame  to  the  King  my  Maftcr, 
who,  though  at  diftance,  and 
out  of  danger  of  this  flame, 
has  however  contributed  more 
to  the  extinguifhing  of  it,  than 
all  thofe  who  were  moft  inter- 
cfled   in  the  neighbourhood. 
And,  fincethis  peace,  as  well 
as  that  of  Portugal,   has   fo 
juflly  given  his  Majefty  a  rank 
fo  high  among  the  Pacifici ; 
your  Highnefs  will  join  your 
prayers  to  mine,  that  God  Al- 
mighty will  plcafe  to  add  alfo 
to    his  character  the   Beati, 
And,  as  your  Highnefs  has  all 
reafon  to  believe  the  King  my 
Mailer  your  friend,  fo  I  beg 
your  Highnefs  to  efleem  me 
always.  Sir,  your  Highnefs's 
moft,  &c. 


ftrvias ;  ji  dis  de  mtsfervUiSj 
car  fwr  Vaffi&im  du  Rot  mM 
Makri  iUe  tji  ajjiz  conmu  a 
Fn  A,  V  ft  a  pas  bifdin  de  nun 
temoignage.  En  nume  terns  jt 
donmrai  aV.  A.  une  nmvette 
btin  agreahlij  puifimeje  bd  ap^ 
prendrai  que  la  pat  x  eft  cancbu^ 
^  qu^a  fhtwrt  queje  lui  eeris^ 
Us  traiies  en  font  entre  mes 
mains  ;  Fun  Jigni  en  prefence 
de  VAmbaffadewr  JtHolutndey 
&  f  autre  en  la  mienney  ce  qui 
fat  He  hien-atfe  d^obtenir  par 
precaution^  &  afin  defurmonter 
les  dijfcultesfurvenues  tors  qu^an 
a  livre  Us  infirumens  a  Mon- 
fieur  U  Nonce.  Je  donne  a  V. 
A.  ioute  la  joye  dune  affaire 
qui  importoit  au  bonheur  de  fAl'^ 
lemagne^  comme  elU  la  donnera 
avecjufiice  au  Roi  mon  Adattre\ 
caty  quoiqu^ eUigne  bt  a  ceuvert 
des  flammes  qui  devoroient  tant 
de  pa'iSy  on  dira  pourtani  avec 
jujiice  qu*il  a  feul  plus  contri- 
bue  a  etcindre  cet  embrafement^ 
que  tons  ceux  qui  en  etoient  {jT 
les  plus  voifins  &  les  plus  alar^ 
mes,  Et  puifque  cetie  paixy  auf^ 
ft  bien  que  ceiU  de  Portugal ^  a  Ji 
Ugit'tmement  place  fa  Majejii 
dans  le  plus  naut  rang  entre  Us 
Pacifici  ;  V.  A.joindra  fes  pri^ 
eres  aux  miennes^  afin  que  le  hon 
Dieu  y  ajoute  aujji  Us  Beati. 
Et  comme  elU  a  tout  lieu  de  creire 
le  Roi  mon  Maitre  de  fes  amis^ 
je  la  prie  aiifft  de  m^ejlimer  toti^ 
joursy  MonJteuTj  ^c. 
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To  my  Lord  jlrlington. 

My  Lord,  Aix,  May  8,  N.  S.  1668. 

Since  my  laft  I  have  received  your  Lordfliip's  of 
the  1 7th  and  20th,  which  both  complain  of  the 
ill  ftare  wherein  the  Swedilh  treaty  then  flood,  and 
command  my  applications  to  the  Marquis  for  a  re- 
medy. 

I  have  infufed  it  all  I  could  poflibly  into  the  Baron 
de  Bergeyck  at  his  return  from  hence  to  Bruflcls, 
which  was  in  hade,  and  immediately  after  the  figning 
and  difpatching  away  the  inftruments  of  the  treaty. 
Some  here  attribute  his  hafte  to  an  intention  of  avoid- . 
ing  any  fpeech  of  a  general  guaranty  for  the  peace, 
which,  with  fo  many  difficulties  and  delays  before  the 
figning,  as  well  as  fo  many  declamations  againft  the 
violence  and  injufticein  preiling  him  to  it,  are  evidence 
enough  of  the  force  by  which  the  Spaniards  have  been 
compelled  to  it ;  though  I  doubt  of  their  being  this 
age  in  a  condition  of  making  better  ufe  of  it.  For 
my  part,  I  was  of  opinion,  that  (ince  Don  John  was 
neither  arrived  with  fupplies,  nor  hardly  expefted  in 
any  time  -,  fince  Holland  was  fo  defperately  bent  up- 
on the  peace,  without  any  refpedt  to  the  Spanifh  ho- 
nour or  intereft,  farther  than  joined  immediately  with 
their  own ;  (ince  Spain  had  not  been  able  to  find 
means  to  engage  his  Majeftyor  Sweden  in  their  quar- 
rel by  fupplies  neceflary  to  both  Crowns  ;  and  fince 
his  Majefty  was  not  in  a  condition  of  entering  into 
the  bufinefs  fingle,  upon  confiderations  of  honour, 
juftice,  or  a  remote  danger :  and  confequently,  fince 
upon  the  proje&s  made  both  at  a  time  in  Paris,  it 
grew  evident  to  Spain,  ^ilfalloitpajfer  parlaou  par 
Usfeneftres :  upon  all  thefe  confiderations,  I  fay,  I  was 
of  opinion  that  the  Spaniards  bufinefs  was  to  end 
frankly  and  immediately  upon  my  arrival  here,  therc- 

VoL.  I.  E  f  by 
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by  to  have  more  time  for  bringing  the  ratifications 
of  the  treaty  figned  here  from  Spain  within  this 
month,  and  fo  avoid  all  pretexts  (which  I  expedted) 
of  France's  breaking  the  bufinefs,  and  which  I  knew 
they  would  be  flrongly  tempted  to  by  the  Spaniards 
want  or  negle6fc  of  preparations,  and  by  our  difconcert 
for  their  defence.  Upon  thefe  confiderations,  I  con- 
feis,  I  have  prefled  as  hard  upon  the  Baron  de  Ber- 
geyck,  as  the  Dutch  Ambaffador  himfelf,  to  finifli  the 
a0air,  ever  fince  my  arrival,  and  was  at  an  end  of  my 
patience  to  fee  him  flop  it  upon  fuch  flight  and  un- 
reafonable  pretences  as  his  two  lafl ;  which  were,  firft» 
not  to  infert  his  powers,  becaufe  both  his  and  thofb 
of  France  were  fharp  upon  the  rife  of  the  war  ;  but 
Monfieur  Colbert's  were  fent  in  that  flyle  fince  his 
arrival  here,  and  only  in  return  of  the  Marquis's,  fince 
thofe  he  brought  with  him  were  foft  and  without  any 
nsfledtions  :  the  Baron  had  beenadvifed  by  Monfieur 
Beverning  at  his  firft  coming  to  have  them  changed» 
had  three  weeks  to  do  it,  and  yet  made  no  difficulty 
Upon  it  till  after  the  crcaty  was  figned,  and  the  pow- 
ers came  to  be  infertcd,  which  he  refufed  to  fufFcr, 
fjiying,  he  cxpcfted  new  and  ibfier  powers  within  two 
or  three  days,  and  in  the  mean  time  would  have  had 
the  inftruments  difpatched  away  without  any  tran- 
fcription  of  the  powers,  though  in  the  treaty  mention-* 
ed  as  inferred  :  and  I  believe  France  would  not  have 
wifhed  a  better  occafion  to  delay  the  bufinefe  beyond 
a  poflibility  of  being  ratified  within  the  time.  This 
difficulty  took  up  a  whole  day  after  the  figning ;  and> 
when  the  Baron  was  beaten  out  of  it  by  main  force^ 
he  threw  us  upon  a  worfe :  for  whereas  his  firfl  pow- 
crs,  and  all  he  had  ever  given  copies  of,  or  mentioned 
to  any  Minifler  here,  had  only  run,  as  deputed  from 
the  Marquis  with  the  fame  power  to  treat  and  conclude 
as  if  his  Majcfty  had  been  here  in  perfon  ;  when  he  in- 
ferted  his  powers,  after  having  made  Monfieur  CoU 
\      3  berths 
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berths  exprefs  ftay  a  whole  day,  he  brings  the  inftru- 
mcnt  with  a  power  agreeing  in  all  words  with  the  firft^ 
but  only  thofc  of  Ambaffador  and  Plenipotentiary 
joined  to  his  deputation,  which  put  Monfieur  Colbert 
into   fuch  a  rage,  that  he  was  ready  to  tear  all  in 
pieces  •,  and,  for  five  hours,  Monfieur  Bevcrning  and 
I  could  draw  no  other  anfwer  from  the  Baron,  but 
that  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  do  any  otherwifc, 
protefting  he  had  no  other  power  here,  the  firft  having 
been  returned  to  the  Marquis  upon  the  tranfmiffion 
of  this,  the  advice  of  which  he  faid  he  had  received 
from  Monfieur  Beverning.     With  Monfieur  Colbert 
we  had  no  hopes  of  prevailing  to  have  his  new  ftylc 
allowed,  nor  had  we  indeed  any  reafon  to  prefs  it,  be- 
ing offered  upon  a  furprife,  and  there  being  no  colour 
for  the  Marquis  being  qualified  to  fend  an  Ambafla- 
dor  upon  this  occafion  :  I  was  five  hours  upon  the 
rack  with  the  opinion^thc  bufinefs  would  absolutely 
break  by  the  delays  this  would  occafion ;  and  indeed 
out  of  all  patience  with  the  Baron,  not  believing  it 
pofllble  he  could  be  without  his  firft  powers  by  him  ; 
and  MonfieurlBeverning  and  he  were  at  thofe  hcighths, 
that  they  were  fcveral  times  upon  the  point  of  draw- 
ing their  fwords  in  my  room,  and  I  believe  had  done 
it  in  any  other  place.     But,  after  all,  the  Baron  con- 
feflfed  he  had  his  firft  powers,  and  order  to  infert  them 
if  he  could  not  make  the  others  pafs,  but  inftrudbions 
to  endeavour  that  to  the  utmoft ;  which,  to  give  him 
his  due,  he  afted  to  a  heighth  that  I  could  never  have 
done  without  ftraining  my  own  truth  as  well  as  my  bu- 
finefs. And  fo  upon  the  4th  at  night  all  ended.  My 
diflatisfa^tion  with  the  Baron  de  Bergeyck's  conduft 
fince  I  came  hither  was,  I  confefs,  very  great,  and 
my  exprefllons  upon  it  very  free  in  my  feveral  ex- 
prefles  to  the  Marquis,  who,  it  feems,  takes  part  in  ir, 
and  owns  it  fo  far,  as  to  feem  moft  extremely  ill  far 
tisfied  with  the  Minifters  ufing  fo  much  earneftnefs 
F  f  2  here 
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here  in  beating  him  out  of  all  thofc  dcfigns.  I  have 
had  three  feveral  letters  from  his  Excellency,  fincc  my 
being  here,  upon  that  fubjedt,  but  all  fo  ill-humoured 
and  fo  emporteesy  that  I  think  they  had  been  better 
Spared,  and,  though  what  was  particular  tq  me^  civil 
enough,  yet  fome  expreflions  concerning^  the  general 
proceeding,  wherein  I  had  the  chiefeft  part,   fo  jOi-t 

Juantesy  that  I  think  I  have  reafon  to  refent^.and  anx 
ure  have  not  deferved  it  from  any  public  Minifter 
either  there  or  here  ;  and,  having  anfwered  them  ac- 
cordingly, I  know  not  upon  what  terms  we  are  like  to 
be  upon  my  return  -,  and  therefore  could  not  forbear 
giving  your  Lordlhip  the  trouble  of  this  relation,  to 
juftify  myfelf  not  only  to  your  Lordlhip^  for  there  I 
am  fure  it  will  not  need ;  but,  if  you  think  fit,  to  the 
Count  Molina,  and  the  Baron  d'Ifola  too,  who  may 
perhaps  have  received  letters  from  the  Marquis  upon 
our  proceedings  here  of  thcJame  ftylc  that  I  have 
done. 

I  have  been  the  more  earnefl:  in  bringing  this  mat- 
ter to  an  iflue  here  (which  the  Holland  Ambaflador 
fays  had  never  been  done  without  me)  becaufe  I  con- 
ceived by  all  I  have  had  from  your  Lordfhip,  as  well 
as  from  other  hands,  not  only  that  you  defired  it  in 
England,  but  that  the  peace  was  neceflary  for  the  con- 
ftitution  of  his  Majefty's  prefent  affairs  :  and,  fince  he 
has  had  the  glory  of  making  two  peaces  fo  important, 
we  have  now  nothing  to  wiflibut  to  fee  him  in  a  coBdi- 
jtion  to  make  war  as  well  as  peace,  whenever  the  honour 
and  intereft  of  his  Crowns  fliall  make  it  neceflary ;  for 
that  neceflity  can,  I  fuppofe,  be  no  ways  long  avoided, 
but  by  our  being  in  a  pofture  to  welcome  it  whenever 
it  comes,  and  to  make  advantage  of  it.  And  I  think 
the  beft  time  to  fall  into  counfels  tending  to  this  great 
end  will  be  after  the  conclufion  of  this  general  peace. 
When  no  engagement  abroad  forces  his  Majcfty  to 
have  fo^joiuch  need  of  money  from  his  people.     For 
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the  time  to  repair  the  harms  that  dorms  have  done  a 
houfe,  is  in  fair  weather ;  and,  to  mend  a  leaky  fhip, 
flie  muft  be  brought  afhore. 

God  of  heaven  fend  your  Lordfhip  to  be  an  happy 
inftrument  in  the  propofal  and  appHcation  of  fuch 
counfels,  and  that  we  may  take  warning  by  the  poor 
Spaniards  example,  whofe  ill  conduit  of  late  in  the 
government  has  fo  ifar  fubjefted  them  to  their  neigh- 
bours difefteem,  and  infolence,  and  humour,  as  well 
as  to  their  conquefts,  violence,  and  oppreffion  ;  which 
I  confefs  have  been  enough  to  put  them  upon  fuch' 
delperate  counfels,  as  your  Lordfhip  mentions,  of  giv- 
ing up  all  to  the  French  in  thefe  countries,  rather  than 
be  the  bare  guardians  of  others  frontiers.  And  yet 
all  thefe  misfortunes  are  the  natural  confequcnces  of 
their  conduft,  and  will  never  fail  befalling  any  Prince 
that  follows  their  example.  I  wifh  that  might  befal 
the  French  to  temper  a  little  fuch  an  over-grown 
greatnefs  ;  but  I  doubt  it  much,  from  the  prefent 
King's  difpofitions,  among  whofe  qualities  thofe  of 
carelefnefs  or  lavifhing  his  treafures,  I  am  afraid,  arc 
none  :  therefore  I  wifh  him  engaged  in  fome  very 
charming  pleafures,  or  elfc  in  fome  more  difficult  en- 
terprifes  than  his  lafl,  and  where  we  may  not  have  fo 
great  a  fhare :  that  which  they  talk  on  here  may  pof- 
fibly  prove  fo,  which  is  drawing  or  forcing  the  Em- 
pire to  chufe  the  Dauphin  King  of  the  Romans ;  for 
though  his  party  be  grown  flrangely  powerful  in  Ger-- 
many,  and,  if  Brandenburgh  be  falling  into  it  as  is 
believed,  none  will  be  left  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
f  hat  I  know  of,  unlefs  Saxony  and  Triers  ;  yet  fuch 
a  body,  fo  differently  compofed  as  the  Empire,  fhould 
methinfes  very  hardly  move  all  one  way  in  any  new 
courfe. 

Monfieur  Colbert  talks  of  his  mafler's  fending  im- 
mediately ten  or  fifteen  thoufand  men  for  the  relief  of 
Candy^  which  were  a  glorious  and  Chriftian  counfel, 
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and,  in  all  ways  that  can  be,  to  be  cherilhed  and  ^ 
plauded  :  and,  if  any  offices  could  be  done  towards 
engaging  the  French  Court  in  that  defign  by  us  or 
the  Dutch,  I  think  they  are  not  ill  beftowed ;  about 
vhich  I  have  entertained  Monfieur  Bereming,  who 
b  of  my  mind,  and  have  infinuated  the  fame  notioos 
among  the  German  Minifters  here,  who  fwallow  it 
greedily  ;  and  I  hope  it  may  take  efieft,  and  help  to 
S'ee  all  thefe  parts  of  the  jealoufy  which  fo  great  an 
army  muft  needs  give,  as  this  peace  is  like  to  leave 
idle  upon  the  French  hands. 

I  intend  to  begin  my  journey  to  Bruiiels  to-mor- 
row, Monfieur  Beverning  being  gone  to-day ;  but  I 
doubt  I  (hall  be  five  or  fix  days  upon  the  way,  any 
thing  now  that  prefles  me  to  more  than  ordinary 
hafte. 

I  received  600  1.  owing  me  upon  my  employment 
there  before  my  coming  away,  and  was  very  forry  to 
find  by  a  letter  of  my  wife's,  that  the  fear  flic  had  of 
my  being  difappointed  in  that  particular  made  her 
draw  up  a  memorial,  which  it  feems  the  council  was 
troubled  with,  about  my  private  concernments.  I  may 
very  truly  and  juftly  difown  it,  as  I  do,  and  hope  flie 
will  be  pardoned  for  too  forward  a  care  and  concern- 
ment in  that  bufinefs  :  for,  as  to  the  charge  of  my 
journey  here,  when  your  Lordftiip  thinks  fit  to  com- 
mand it,  I  ftiall  fend  you  the  exadt  account,  which  my 
fccretary  keeps,  of  all  I  fpend,  and  l^ave  it  in  your 
Lordfliip's  hands,  for  his  Majefty  to  do  as  he  pleaies 
in  it ;  which  is  all  the  trouble  I  fliall  give  you  or  my- 
fclf  about  it*  I  am  ever,  with  equal  pafl[ion  and  truths 
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To  the  Marquis  of  Cqfiel-     Au  Marquis  dc  Caftel- 
Rodrigo.  Rodrigo. 


Jix^  May  89 
My  Lord,        N.S.1668. 
T  Received  yours  of  the '4th 
^  inftant ;  and  am  glad  your 
Excellency  is  fo  extremely  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  moderation  (as 
you  are  pleafed  to  ftyle  it)  of 
the  Baron  de  Bergeyck,  while 
at  the  (ame  time  you  are  fo 
much  provoked  at  the  com* 
plaints  I  made  of  his  condu£l 
here.    I  fhall  always  openly 
confefs,  that  feeing  Don  Juan's 
arrival  with  the  intended  fup* 
plies  delayed,    and   perhaps 
wholly  fruftraced ;  feeing  Hol- 
land io  defperately  fond  of  the 
peace,  without  confidering  the 
interefts  of  Spain  ;  feeing  the 
Emperor  appear  wholly  difm- 
terefled  in  the  matter ;  feeing 
Spain  had  ufed  no  endeavours 
to  engage  the  King  my  Ma- 
tter, or  Sweden,  otherwife  than 
by  fair  words ;  and  that  his 
Majefty  was  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  enter  into  the  aflRair 
alone,  upon  pure  confidera- 
tions  of  generofity  or  of  a  dan- 
ger at  diflance  :  feeing  alfo, 
that  Spain  approved  even  the 
firft  projed  of  peace  drawn 
by  Monfieur  de  Lionne :    I 
thought,  upon  all  thefe  confi- 
derations,  that  it  was  their  in- 
Cereft  iincerely  to  finifli  the 
affair,  and  gain  the  moft  time 
^  jnffihky  to  eet  the  ratifica- 
%|lipii  fimi|  Madrid  ;  and  by 
^Bktai^..^  that 


Aix,  8  May, 
Monfieur,       S.  N.  1668. 

J'Ji  rifu  la  vStre  du  4.  di 
ce  m9ts  i  y  je  fuis  bum 
nife  quey.  E.  s'ej  Js  fort  fa- 
iisfaite  di  ce  qtitlU  appelle  /a 
modiratlon  du  Baron  di  Ber^^ 
geycky  pindant  qtltUe  temioigm 
etrefi  picquie  deraignwr  qui 
fat  fait  paroitre  in  nu  plaig" 
nant  set  de  Jon  precede,     fa* 
vouerai  tout  puhliquementy  qui 
voyant  retarder  avec  tarrivit 
de  Don  Juauj  les  feccurs  dtf-* 
tines  ^  promts  J  i^  voyant  qu  on 
enferoitpeut-etrtfruftri  \  twy 
ant   tHaUande  ji  eperduenwti 
amour eufe  de  la  pat x  fans  egard 
aux  interits  iEfpagne ;  voyant 
t  Emperevr  jouer  dans  cette  af^ 
faire  le  role  d^un  Prince  par'" 
faitement  definterejffei  voyant  quo 
rEfpagne  iavoit  encore  agi  au^ 
pres  du  Roy  mon  Maitre,  &  tf  «- 
pres  de  la  Suede,  que  par  de  bel'- 
Us  paroles  j  connoiffant  que  fet 
Majefle  rieteit  pas  en  itat  ien^ 
trerjetdi  dam  cette  epineufe  rn^ 
gociation ;  &r  que  pour  la  portiT 
a  le  faire  J  ilfalloit  autres  chofet 
que  de  pters  motifs  degenerojite  ; 
enfatj  voyant  PEfpagne  ell^mi" 
me  appretever  leprojet  de  Monr 
ftiur  de  Lionne^  tel  qi/il  Pavoit 
dreffi  :  faifant  attention  a  toutes 
ces  chojesjfai  cru  que  leur  inte  • 
ret  demandoit  qt^ils  achevafpmt 
franchement  t affaire  \  gagnant 
leplus  de  terns  ^u^ilferoitpoffshle 
pourfaire  vemr  les  ratifications 
Ff  4  di 
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^hat  means  take  away  from 
France  all  hopes  or  pretext  of 
f)reaking,  without  fuch  an  evi- 
dence of  falfbood  and  ambi- 
tion, as  would  make  Holland 
of  neceffity  engage  in  your  de- 
fence.    And  upon  the  fame 
confiderations  I  urged  the  Ba- 
ron de  Bergeycic,  all  I  could, 
to  fini(b  the  affair :  as  foon  as 
Ifaw,   that  neither  the  Am- 
baflador  of  France  nor  Hol- 
land, any  more  than  the  Nun- 
cio, would  hearken  to  propo- 
(itions  of  changing  any  thin^ 
in  the  projeS.  And,  befides,  I 
thought  all  the  difficulties  the 
Baron  made  upon  the  Cgning 
very  unfeafonable,  and  of  ill 
confequence  to  the  affair ;  and 
I  (hewed  him  how  much  he 
was  in  the  wrong  to  complain 
of  the  (harp  powers  of  Mon- 
ficur  Colbert,    which    were 
drawn  up  only  in  revenge  to 
yours,  his  former  ones  having 
leen  without  any  refle<^ion 
upon  what  was  pad :  and  the 
fiaron  de  Bergeyck having  had 
three  weeks  time  to  fend  for 
ibftcr  powers,  and  more  pro- 
per for  treating  of  a  peace.     I 
was  alfo  ill  fatisfied  to  fee  him  ^ 
keep  us  three  or  four  days  on 
the  rack  till  the  affair  was  juft 
breaking,  only  to  infert  a  new 
power  with  the  word  Ambaf- 
fador,  which  the  Nuncio  never 
heard 


di  Madridi  &  kant par-la  i 
la  France  toutpnUxUf  bf  imt^ 
ejpiranci  d^m  vtmra  wu  nj^ 
tttre\  amoim  qfteUivmUi eUe- 
mimi  *itaUr  fa  bmte  ^  fair* 
vnrfiadicmruertfa  pirfidU  W 
fan  ambitianj  qm  nMtjfairtmunt 
PHoUandefe  irouvernt  tfigagie 
dans  vkre  defrnfe.     (ks  mimes 
cenfidiratiom  ont  fait  ^tu  fai 
pouffi^  autant  ft^tl  m*a  ete  prf^ 
Jihky    a  terminer  frmptement 
Vaffaire^  dh'quefavois  daire- 
ment  apperpi  que  ni  fAmbaffa- 
deurde  France^  ni  celm  d^Hel- 
lande^  nonplus  que  le  Nonce,  ne 
vouloient  point  icouter  la  propo- 
fition  de  changer  quelque  chofe 
aux  termes  du  projet.    Et  mime 
fai  regarde  toutes  Us  difficubh 
du  Bar  on  de  Bergeyck  fur   la 
fgnature  comme  faites  hors  de 
proposj  iff  d'une  facbeufe  in/lw 
erne  tour  la  conclufionder affaire. 
Je  lui  ai  donne  le  tort  quUls^e/l 
plaint  de  la  forme  en  laquelle  i- 
toient  confus   les  powOoirs    de 
Monfteur  Colbert ;  il  y  a  crti  y 
entrevoir  de  taigreur^  fans  fain 
reflexion  qu'ils  etoient  drejfes  i 
r imitation,  W  peut-etre  a  Penvi 
des  votres ;  les  premiers  peuvoirs 
de  M.  Colbert  ayant  ete  cenf^ 
fans  aucune  relation  au  paffe ;  £^ 
le  Baron  de  Bergeyck  ayant  eu 
tr oil femaines  pour f aire  Verdrdes 
pouvoirsplus  doux  t^  plusforta^ 
ties  a  la  paix.  J*ai  ete  aufjifert 
.  ind^e  de  ce  qi/ils  nous  aretenus 
trois  ou  quatre  jours  a  la  gene  ; 
l^  celaparce  qt/ilvouloit  infer er 
un  nouveau  peuvoir  avec  U  met 
d'Ambaffadiur.   LeNmues^en 
omit 
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heard  the  Baron  once  mention  avoit  jamais  out  parler  attpara^ 

^fore ;  there  being  nothing  of  vant  au  Baron ;  car  la  moindre 

it  in  thofe  powers  whereof  he  mention  rCm  avoit  pas  etc  fatU 

had  given  a  copy*     And,  as  dans  Us  pouvoirs  dont  il  avrit 

infignificant  as  thefe  accidents  donni  copie.    ^uelque  Ugers  qui 

fcem  to  be,  I  think  they  were  p^^ijint  parottre  de  tels  incidens 

fuch,  that,  if  Monfieur  Col-  je  crois    pouvoir  din^    qui  fi 

bert,  either  by  his  own  difpo*  Monfieur  Colbert  par  lafststa^ 

fition,  or  the  intjcrcfts  of  his  tion  des  affaires  ^  desinteriu 

brother,  had  not  been  very  defonfrheyne^itoitpastrouvi 

much  inclined  to  the  peace,!  tout-a-fait  portS  a  la  paix^ji 

am  perfuaded,  that  this  great  fuis  perfuade  que  cette  belle  V 

moderation  of  the  Baron  de  loUaile  moderation  qti on  vante  em 

Bergcyck  had  wholly  ruined  Monfieur  Bergeyck  auroitfiaffi 

the  affair.    I  am  your,  &c.  pourgater  tout.    Jefiiis^  l^c. 

To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Bruflels,  March  22,  N.  S.  1668^ 

YOur  Lord(hip*s  of  the  firfl:  current  referred  mc 
to  another  I  was  to  expcdt  by  the  following  poft, 
with  particular  diredions  how  to  purfue  the  Swedilh 
affair  here  -,  but,  that  being  not  yet  arrived,  I  have 
hitherto  been  only  able  to  make  fome  general  diligen- 
ces therein,  together  with  the  Holland  Deputy,  in  a 
joint  audience  this  morning.  The  Marquis's  guard 
confifted  chiefly  in  thefe  points  ;  That  what  he  had 
promifed  of  fending  powers  to  the  Count  Molina  was 
m  time  of  war,  and  with  intention  of  engaging  Swe- 
den with  us  in  the  affair.  That  the  peace  has  altered 
that  meafure  -,  and  though  he  had  full  powers  to  gran? 
what  he  thought  fit  in  the  time  of  war,  whofe  acci- 
dents admitted  not  recourfe  to  Spain,  yet  he  had  not 
the  fame  in  time  of  peace,  but  had  written  effeftually 
upon  this  fubjeft.  That,  in  the  mean  time,  he  ex- 
pe6ted  to  know  the  effeft  of  this  league,  and  fee  the 
form  of  guaranty  it  fhould  produce,  with  what  con- 
cert, and  what  advantages  for  the  affairs  of  thefe  coun- 
tries, of  which  he  had  yet  received  no  particular  ac- 
count 
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count  from  the  Count  de  Molina.  That  he'  did  not 
vnderftand  why  Spain  /  fhould  facisfy  the  expeace  of 
thofe  months  which  the  Swedes  had  kept  up  their 
troops  only  at  the  defire  of  Holland,  and  without  amy 
rcflcdions  upon  the  bufmefs  of  thefecountries,  which 
was  from  the  time  of  the  conclufion  at  Breda  to  that 
of  our  league  at  the  Hague,  wherein  Count  Dona  en- 
tered, and  which  feemed  the  firft  inftance  of  the 
Swedes  concerning  themfelves  in  this  country  or 
Spain^s  affairs. 

The  Holland  Deputy  prefled  his  Excellency  hard 
upon  his  promife,  and  his  declaring  to  us,  that  he  had 
fent  powers  to  the  Count  Molina,  purfuing  him  with 
Res  non  eft  Integra^  and  Mandatum  non  poteft  revocari^ 
and  fuch  civil  law  arguments,  till  it  grew  warm,  and 
fo  not  very  proper  for  a  man  in  ill  health,  nor,  in  my 
opinion,  for  the  bufinefs  as  it  Hands  \  fo  that  I  was 
fain  to  divert  it  upon  my  expeftation  of  new  powers 
and  particular  inftruftions,  by  which  I  hoped  to  be 
able  to  give  the  Marquis  fatisfadlion  intheprojedt  of 
the  intended  guaranty. 

This  morning  arrived  Sir  John  Trevor's  fecretary, 
with  direftions  to  bring  the  bufinefs  of  the  ratifica-^ 
tions  to  a  period,  by  carrying  one  from  hence  for 
furety'sfakc,  in  cafe  that  from  Spain  (hould  fail,  which 
is  expefted  upon  the  very  treaty  figned  at  Aix,   and 
withal  to  concert  other  circumftances  in  the  manner 
of  the  exchange,  which  is  made  very  imperfefl:  in 
the  treaty  ;   that  is,  one  to  be  delivered  at  St.  Gcr- 
mains,  and  the  other  atBruflels.  I  carried  the  fecre- 
tary this  afternoon  to  the  Marquis,  and  we  have  fallen 
upon  this  agreement,  that  to-morrow  he  (hall  return 
for  Paris  with  a  ratification  upon  the  treaty  at  Aix, 
and  with  infertion  of  the  fame  powers  ;  a  blank  now 
in  the  Marquis's  hands  being  to  be  filled  up  in  tl)^t 
form,  and  to  be  dated  the  i6th  current,  which  will 
anfwer  a  poffibility  of  a  poft  going  to  Madrid  after 

the 
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the  2d,  when  the  treaty  was  figned  at  Aix,  receiving 
this  ratification  there,  and  returning  to  Paris  by  the 
24th,  the  day  this  gentleman  cxpedts  to  arrive  there. 

For  the  exchange  it  (hall  be  made  at  Paris,  and  by 
the  hands  of  our  Minifters  there,  who  fhall  deliver 
the  Spanilh  ratifications,  and  at  the  fame  time  receive 
the  French,  with  which  the  Marquis  is  content,  and 
will  proceed  to  the  publilhing  of  the  peace^  fo  foon  as 
our  Minifters  are  poflc0ed  of  the  French  ratifications, 
which  may  afterwards  be  fent  hither  at  leifure.  The 
day  we  propofe  for  exchanging  the  ratifications  is  the 
26th,  and  the  28th  for  publifiiing  the  peace,  in  cafe 
we  receive  a  courier  by  that  time  with  advice  of  the 
French  concurrence  in  that  day;. 

For  the  manner  of  executing  the  treaty,  I  confcls 
I  was  of  opinion,  nothing  fliould  be  mentioned  of  it 
till  the  exchange  and  publication  were  pafled,  fince 
new  difficulties  may  arife  upon  it,  which  will  be  eafieft 
overcome  when  the  thing  is  done,  and  perhaps  the 
parties  will  have  begun  to  difarm.  The  Marquis  was 
of  my  opinion  in  it,  and  therefore  has  propofed  only 
in  that  point,  that  after  the  publication  Commiflioners 
may  be  appointed  on  both  fides  to  meet  upon  it,  and 
the  Mediators  defired  by  both  parties  to  intervene 
likewife  by  their  Commiflioners,  for  the  better  com- 
pofing  of  any  difference  that  may  arife  between  the 
parties,  and  to  whom  the  adjudication  of  fuch  diffe- 
rence may  be  referred  ;  the  place  of  meeting  to  be 
Oudenarde  or  Courtray,  as  moft  commodious  for  ad- 
judication of  the  limits  which  may  fall  in  difpute. 
After  this  matter  thus  digefted,  and  promife  of  the 
ratifications  to  be  in  my  hands  to-morrow  by  noon,  \ 
came  away  with  Sir  John  Trevor's  fecretary  -,  but  the 
Marquis  font  after  me,  to  defire  he  might  fpeak  with 
me  alone;  and  told  me.  He  was  to  thank  me  for  fpar- 
^ibg  him  this  nK>rning  in  difputes  he  was  falling  into 
with  the  Holland  Deputy :  1  hat,  in  fhort,  the  Dutch 

ha4 
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hadcrofled  him  in  an  alliance  he  was  making  laft  year 
wich  Sweden,  becaufe  they  would  make  themfelves 
mailers  of  the  affair ;  and  now  would  buy  the  Swedes 
dependance  at  the  coft  of  Spain  :  That  he  had  all 
the  reafon  in  the  world  to  be  fatisfied  with  his  Ma- 
jefty's  condud  of  this  affair,  but  little  in  the  Dutch  : 
That  he  knew  no  reafon  why  they  fhould  not  pay  what 
they  had  promifed  to  Sweden  after  the  treaty  at  Bre- 
da, nor  why  all  the  money  Spain  could  fpare  ihould 
not  be  given  his  Majefty  upon  a  nearer  league  be* 
tween  us,  who  was  the  only  Prince  had  proceeded  af- 
fedionately  and  generoufly  in  the  Spanifli  affairs,  and 
who  was  the  beft  able  to  fupport  them,  in  cafe  he  were 
in  condition  to  make  war  without  his  people's  pur- 
fes  :  That  he  expefted  the  Baron  Ifola  fuddenly  here 
for  conclufion  of  the  guaranty,  and  this  affeir  with 
JSweden  :  and  that  at  laft,  if  it  muft  be  paid  by  Spain» 
it  ihould  be  all  laid  in  his  Majefty's  hands  to  difpoie 
of  as  he  pleafed.  I  gave  his  Excellency  thanks  for 
expreffions  fo  obliging  in  what  concerned  our  part  in 
•this  whole  affair  ;  but  defired  him  to  take  it  for  a 
ground  in  all  the  fuperftrudures  to  be  made  upon  the 
prefent  foundations  :  that  Spain  muft  not  difoblige 
Holland  even  to  oblige  us,  but  diilemble  any  refent- 
ments  they  had  given  him,  and  facrifice  them  to  the 
advantage  both  we  and  Spain  received  by  their  pre- 
fent feparation  from  France.  And  fo  our  difcourfes 
ended,  and  we  are  returned  into  the  fame  good  cor- 
refpondence  we  were  in  before  I  went  to  Aix,  which 
had  been  interrupted  by  fome  letters  I  received  from 
his.  Excellency  there,  and  fome  I  returned  in  the  ilyte 
I  thought  they  deferved  ;  it  being  perhaps  natural  to 
the  fame  men  to  be  the  leaft  fubjeft  to  do  iiyuries, 
and  the  leaft  capable  of  receiving  them  :  for  it  is  eafy 
enough  to  find  morals  for  the  firft,  but  chriflianity 
enough  for  the  laft,  I  doubt,  is  difHcult.    I  ain  eve4^ 
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^0  Monfteur  de  IVitt. 

Brujfels^  May  27, 
S/Je,  A^.  5.  1668. 

BY  my  laft  from  Aix,  I  gave 
you  account  of  the  iigning 
of  the  peace,  and  was  in  hopes 
by  this  to  have  given  you  alfo 
an  account  of  the  ratification, 
which  is  not  yet  arrived  from 
Paris.    Mean  while  the  rava- 
ges made  by  the  French  troops 
o\'er  all  the  country,  and  their 
approaches  to  this  city,  alarm 
us  here,  as  if  they  had  a  defign 
to  wrangle  upon  fome  forma- 
lities, and  in  the  mean  time 
put  themfelvcs  in  a  condition 
to  carry  the  greateft  advanu- 
ges  upon   expiration   of  the 
truce.     I  will  not  have  the 
leaft  fufpicion  of  fuch  a  pro- 
ceeding ;  the  moft  Chriftian 
King  having    already  given 
notice  of  the  peace  to  the  Pope 
and  other  Chriftian  Princes  : 
and    (which    is  of    greater 
weight)  knowing  that  Sweden 
has  already  entered  into  the 
triple    alliance.      Therefore, 
the  bufinefs  that  gives  me  moft 
pain,  is  to  draw  from  Spain 
the  fatisfaftion   ftipulatcd  to 
Sweden,    upon   which   your 
Deputies  here  have  widiout 
doubt  already  given  you  the 
Marquis's  aniwers,  though  in- 
deed fomewhat  cold  and  un- 
certain.    I  have  fince  given 
him  a  very  prefHne  letter  from 
the  King  my  Mamr  upon  the 
famcfubje^,  but  have  badyet 
no 


A  Monfieur  de  Witt. 

Bruxellcs,  le  27  May, 
Monfieur,        S.  N.  1668. 
TiArma dtmien  Uttre d^ Aix 
•*      la  Cbapelliyje  vous  at  ap^^ 
pris  lafignature  de  la  paUc^  ist 
fefperois  par  ceBi'ti  vous  op- 
prendre  la  ratificatwi ;  mais  eUe 
ffeft    pas   encore    arrivee    dt 
Paris.     Cependanty  les  ravages 
faits  par  les  troupes  Franfoifes 
dans  ioute  la  Flandre^  ^  leurs 
approches  de  cette  vilky  caufent 
encore  de  Talarme  iciy  comme  s^ils 
avoierif  dejfein  de  chicaner  fur 
quelquesformalitisy  (^  en  atten^ 
dantj  Je  mettre  en  itat  de  rem-- 
porter  les  plus  grands  avantages 
au  moment  dis  P  expiration  de  la 
treve.     Je  ne  veux  paint  for '^ 
mer  le  moindre  foupcon  d^un  tel 
procede  dans  les  Francois  ;  k 
Roi  Tris  Chretien   ayant  deja 
donne  avis  de  la  paixy  tant  au 
Pape  qtiaux  autres  Princes ;  tf 
{ce  qui  ejl  de  plus  grand  poids) 
fachant  que  la  Suede  a  deja  en-- 
tre  dans  le  triple  alliance,  Cejl 
pourquoiy  la  chofe  dont  je  me 
nuts  le  plus  en  peine  ^  ejl  de  tirer 
de  tEfpagne  la  fatisfaei'ion  fli-^ 
puleepour  la  Suede,     Fos  De* 
puies  ici  vous  ont  fans  douie  de'- 
ja  commimique  fur  cet  article  Us 
repmfes  du  Marquis^  a  la  ve- 
rite  un  peufr  aides  £5*  incertaineSm 
Je  lui  ai  remis  depuis  une  lettre 
de  la  part  du  Roi  man  Maitre 
fur  cefujety  fort  prejfantey  mais 
je  rCen  aijujqu*  icipu  tirer  fau^ 
tre  reponfe^  ft  nen  qu^il  n^a  pas 
encore  vH  le  trait  i  de  not  re  triple 
alliance^ 
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no  anfwer,  farther  than  that 
lie  has  not  yet  feen  our  triple 
alliance,  nor  knows  the  ad- 
vantages given  to  Spain  by  it; 
or  whether  they  are  «qual  to 
Spain  and  France.  He  makes 
difficulties  alfo  upon  the  fub- 
lidies  of  thefe  months  paft  be- 
tween the  treaty  at  Breda  and 
ours  at  the  Hague,  which  was 
(as  he  fays)  the  firft  day  that 
Sweden  began  to  confider  the 
affairs  of  Spain ;  and  he  adds^ 
that  he  has  writ  into  Spain  up- 
on this  matter,  and  waits  an 
anfwer ;  his  powers  being 
more  ample  in  time  of  war 
than  of  peace. 

By  the  thread  of  his  dit 
eourfe  I  imagine,  that  he  is 
fiifficiently  convinced  of  the 
necef&ty  of  the  affair,  and  that 
he  will  agree  to  it  j  but  know- 
ing that  he  has  time  till  the 
ratification  comes  from  Swe- 
den, he  makes  ufe  of  it,  cither 
firft  to  fee  the  fupplies  of  mo- 
ney expefted  with  Don  John, 
or,  perhaps,  becaufe  there  are 
fome  natures  in  the  world 
who  never  can  proceed  fin- 
cerely  in  bufinefs,  but  are  al- 
ways for  gaining  time,  which 
they  will  do  if  they  were  go- 
ing to  their  wedding,  as  much 
as  if  they  were  going  to  their 
execution. 

Mean  while  the  King  my 
Mafter  has  thought  good  to 
order  another  letter  to  be  writ 
to  the  Queen  of  Spain  herfclf 
upon  this  fubjed,  and  to  come 

to 


alliance^  i^  qi^il  ignore  pub  a^ 
vofOagis  ypfU  ontema  fontr  t 
Efpagm ;  c^  s^iU  font  bdUauiB 
imUmint  entre  la  France  U  F 
Efpagne.  II  forme  auffi\  des 
£fficultesfur  lesJiAfides  des  mots 
icouUs  emre  ta  amJupm  du 
traiti  a  Breda^  ii  la  date  duhO' 
tre  a  la  Haye^  qui  itoitj  dii^il^  k 
fremierjour  que  la  Suede  a  eom^ 
nunci  a  examiner  les  affaires  f 
Efpagnej  £s[  iy  faire  aiientieee. 
En  fin  il  ajoute  qt^il  a  ecrit  em 
Ejpagne  fur  cetU  matiere^  U 
qu  il  en  attend  la  reponfe^  fn 
pouvoirs  etant  plus  am^s  en 
terns  de  guerre  qtlen  terns  de 
paix. 

Par  la  fuite  de  fon  difcours 


mats  comme  il  fait  qu^il  a  dm 
temsjufqu*  a  la  ratification  w- 
nue  de  Suede y  iltache  de  s^enfer^ 
vir^  dans  Fefperance  que  les  fe^ 
cours  Sargent  arriveront  eruec 
Don  Juan,  Mais  peut-etre  que 
ce  temporifementaun  autre  prin* 
cipe^  ^  quily  a  des  effrits  dans 
le  mondefaits  de  telle Jorte^  qilils 
ne  fauroient  jamais  alter  ronde* 
ment  m  befogne^  (sf  qui  fongent 
toujour s  a  gagner  du  terns ^  lar$ 
meme  quils'agit  daller  aux  ni^ 
ceSy  comme  lors  qu^il  efl  queftiou 
d alter  a  la  mart. 

En  attendant,  le  Rat  tttom 
Maitre  a  trouve  hen  de  fmre 
ecrire  une  autre  lettre  a  la  Kaiae 
d*  Efpagne  etle^memefur  cefujet^ 
pour  venir  a  bout  de  cette  e^airoy 
malgri 
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malgri  let  tUfficubis  quiji  pour^ 
rout  rencontrer  uL  Ilmefim^ 
bU  qu*il  fu  feroit  mal  apropos 
que  Miffiiuri  les  Etatsfuivtffini 
la  mime  voyi,  &r  qu'tls  fijfent 
ecrire  au  Afarquis  &  en  mime 
terns  a  la  Reine,  afin  de  prejfer 
t affaire*  Ces  deux  lettres  etant 
conpus  en  termes  obligeans^  faf 
au  lieu  d^aigrir  la  differ ence^  ist 
de  groffir  les  difficuUes^  paroif* 
font  avoir  pour  but  de  pacifier 
toutes  chafes^  tff  de  teudre  a  una 
prompte  conclufion  touthatit  lee 
ratifications  de  la  guarantiee 
paurroient  produire  un  tres  bon 
effete  Voila  mon  opinion  fur 
cette  affaire  :  jfai  cu  un  afferk 
long  commerce  avec  les  Efpagnols 
pour  comuitre  un  peu  leur  genie  % 
isfje  ne  doute  point  que  je  ne 
vienne  a  bout  de  ce  que  'fai  en-- 
trepriSy  ainfi  que  je  fuis  deja  ve^ 
nu  a  bout  ac  chofes  plus  diffciles^ 
pQurvu  que  nous  7narchiQns  tous 
d'un  mime  train j  ayant  affaire  i 
minus  gens, 

Je  ne  doute  pas  que  vous  ne 
foyex  comme  mot  du  fentiment^ 
qu^apres  la  paixfaite^  il  fera 
necejfaire  de  fair  ems  efforts  pour 
amener  les  chofes  a  un  echange 
des  places^  tant  pour  eloigner  us 
Francois  de  vos  frontieresy  que 
pour  laiffer  les  tfpagnols  en  it  at 
de  fe  mieux  defendre  contre  de 
nouvelles  furprifes  fcf  de  nouvel- 
les  inva/ions.  Ceci  merite  vos  re* 


to  an  end  of  this  affiur,  not- 
withflanding  the  difficulties 
that  may  arife  here :  and  I 
think  it  will  not  be  amift  if 
the  States  obferve  the  fame 
order^  wridng  a  letter  to  the 
Marquis  and  at  the  fame  time 
another  to  the  Queen,  to  prcfs 
the  affair,  and  both  in  civil 
terms,  without  iharpening  the 
matter  or  feeming  to  make 
difficulties  upon  the  ratifica- 
tions of  the  guaranty,  atleail 
not  to  make  them  appear 
greater  than  they  are.  I  have 
told  my  opinion  in  this  afiair, 
and  I  have  dealt  with  the  Spa-* 
niards  long  enough  to  know  a 
little  of  their  genius  ;  nor  do 
I  doubt  coming  to  an  end  of 
this  matter,  as  well  as  I  have 
done  of  others  more  difficult, 
provided  we  go  the  fame  way, 
as  having  to  do  with  the  fame 
people. 


I  doubt  not  but  you  will  be 
of  my  opinion,  that  it  will  be 
neceilary,  after  the  peace  is 
made,  to  endeavour  at  coming 
to  fome  exchange  of  places,  as 
well  to  remove  the  French 
from  your  frontiers,  as  to  leave 
the  Spaniards  in  a  better  con* 
dition  of  defending  themfelves 
againft  any  new  furprifc  or  at- 
tack ;  and  this  will  deferve 
your  thoughts  upon  it ;  I  mean 
the  manner  by  which  you 
muft  begin  and  carry  on  this 
affair.  And,  I  think,  the  heft 
•ocafion  of  entering  into  the 
bufineis 


flexions ;  vous  penferez  auffi  a  la 
maniere  dont  ilfaudra  s*y  pren- 
dre pour  entamer  i^  pourfuivre 
cette  affaire.  II  me  femble  que 
r ocafion  la  plus  propre  ientrer 

en 
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bufinefs  will  be  upon  the  exe- 
cution of  the  peace  ;  and  to 
reprefent  that  the  reftitution 
of  Burgundy  in  the  condition 
it  is  in  at  prefent,  is  an  offer 
not  agreeable  to  the  promifes 
of  the  moft  Chriftian  Kins. 

I  have  defired  Monfieur  Be- 
verning  to  difcourfe  you  about 
a  fmail  particular  in  our  lafl 
inftrument  of  the  marine, 
which  does  not  fcem  to  me  of 
any  importance,  but  by  which 
ibme  of  your  good  friends  have 
undertook  to  refled  particular- 
ly upon  me  :  but,  having  had 
no  news  of  Monfieur  Bevern- 
ing  fmce  his  departure,  I 
ihould  be  glad  to  know  that 
he  fpoke  to  you  of  it,  and  what 
you  think.    I  am,  &c. 

1[o  Monfieur  de  IVitt. 

London^  July^  3, 
SIR,  1668. 

TJ  Aving  taken  fo  much  part 
^\^  in  your  good  fortunes, 
and  the  applaufes  given  vou  by 
the  world,  it  is  but  rea(onabIe 
I  (hould  alfo  take  part  in  your 
lofles,  and  tell  you  with  equal 
difpleafure  and  truth,  how 
much  I  am  concerned  at  your 
late  misfortune.  I  have  long 
obfcrved,  that  your  fatigues 
for  the  public  were  eafed  by 
yourdomcftic  entertainments; 
and,  infteadof  thofediverfions 
which  others  feek  in  vice  and 
extravagance,  you  always 
placed  yours  in  the  innocent 
pleafures 


en  mature  fur  eela»^  pra  fwrt 
execution  de  la  paix  ibf  de  re* 
prefenter  que  la  rejfKtutimi  de 
Bettrgtgne dans Petat  ouslefti 
prefenty  eft  une  offre  feu  em- 
venable  aux  pronuffes  du  Rej 
Tris  Chretien. 

y^ai  prie  Monfieur  Beverm* 
ing  de  vous  entretemr  fur  une 
petite  partictdarite  taucbaui  m^ 
tre  derruer  menmre  fur  la  uuh 
rine ;  la  chofe  ne  me  par  ok  pas 
important e  mats  parce  que  fud- 
queS'Uns  de  vosbons  amis  out  pris 
a  tdche  de  me  blamer  moijeul  en 
particulier  :  commeje  if  at  pmnt 
eu  de  nouvelles  de  AHonfieur 
Beverning  depuis  fan  depetrt^  je 
ferai  bien  aife  de /avoir  s*il  vous 
en  a  parte,  (^  ee  qui  zfous  en 
femble,     Jifuis,  ^c.  ^ 

A  Monfieur  de  Witt- 

De  Lend  res,  Ic  3 

Monfieur,        Juill.  i668. 

ji  Tant  pris  tant  depart  dans 

-"  V05  profperiteSy(^  dans  les 

applaudijfemens  que  vos  recevez 

de  tout  le  monde ;  //  eji  bienjufte 

que  fen  prenne  dans  vos  difgraces 

^  dans  vos  pertes  ;   Iff  que  je 

vous  dife  avec  autant  de  douleur 

que  de  vente^  quefai  ete  vive^ 

ment  louche  de  la  dernier e  perte 

que  vous  venez  defaire.     II  y  a 

long' terns  que/ai  remarque  que 

voire  domeftique  vous  a  toujours 

fervi  d'unique  relachement  dans 

les  fatigues  que  vous  caufent  les 

affaires  publiques,  W  qu*au  lieu 

de  recourir  d  ces  divertijfimem 

qui 


Vol.  I. 
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qui  dpprochent  Js  fotruent  deVex^ 
travagance  fff  du  crinUy  vout 
fatfitz,  toiyoun  cortfijler  Us  vi^ 
tres  a  cubiver  lesft'uits  ie  /V- 
mitie  conjugale^  ^  de   la  teti'^ 
drcjji  paUrnelU,     y'avois  re^ 
marque  aujji^  avec  quelle  joye  U 
quelle  confMnce  vous  vous  etiez 
dccharge  de   tous  les  foins  de 
menage  fur  cettevertueuje  epoufc^ 
qui  ne  vit  plus  a  prefent  que 
dans  reflime  ^  U  fouvenir  de 
ioutes  les  perfortties  qui  tont  cof^- 
nu'e  ;  ^  par -la  je  ne  fens  que 
irop  combien  fa  ptrte  vous  doit 
ferfiblementtokther.  HUhhiih- 
fiance y  ni  la  ratfon  ne  fouffreht 
point  quefehtretrenfie  de  vous 
confoler  ft  fubttement,     Cejl 
pourquoijevms  diraijeulefnent^ 
que  fans  une  ft  trifle  occafim^ 
vous  ifanriez  pas  eu  celle  d^t- 
ialet  toute  la  fofci  de  votri  ami^ 
qui  fuccombe  quehue  fois  plus 
promptemmt  ^  plus  abfolumerft 
fous  les  affli£fions   dofhefliques 
que  feus  le  revers  de  la  Repub- 
It  que  J  cu  ks  difgraces  dela  guir^ 
re  :  on  fe  famillartfe  trJec  cis 
demieresy  &  en  s*y  efidurcit  tf- 
vec  le  terns  \  mats  les  premier  is 
confervent  toldjours  le  droit  de 
nous  attendrir  tst  de  nous  toucher 
infinitnent.      Je  vous   prierai 
done  de  ne  fas  negliger  cette  oc- 
cafion  de  votregloire^  i£  auplus 
fort  de  vctre  douleur^  dene  point 
ouhlier  avec  quel  devoiiewent^  iff 
depuis  quel  terns  vous  avez  /- 
poufe  le  bien  de  votre  Patrie^  if 
avec  le  ften  celui  de  la  Chretien^ 
//,  dans  ces  dernier es  cor.jonHu* 
res  ;  votre  attachementyVcs foins ^ 
G  g  votr4 


plcafures  of  conjugal  and  pa- 
ternal afFeflion,     I  have  ob- 
ferved  alfo,  how  happily  you 
difchar^d  yourfelf  of  all  af- 
fairs of  your  family  upon   a 
lady  who  now  lives  no  more 
but  in  the  memory  and  cftcem 
of  all  thofc  that  knew  her; 
and  therefore  I  am  but  too 
fenfible  how  nearly  this  loft 
muft  affli6l  you  ;  and  that  it  is 
neither  juft  nor  decent  to  give 
you   confolation    upon   it  fo 
foon.     Therefore  I  will  only 
fay,  that,  if  it  were  not  for 
this  fad  occafion,  you  Would 
have  wanted  onegrtat  enough 
to  (hew  the  ftrength  of  your 
mind,  which  is  often  apter  to 
fink  under  domeflic  accidents, 
than  thofe  of  Court,  or  of  a 
war  :  for  by  thefe  a  man  is 
only  hardened  every  day,  but 
he  is  foftencd  and  made  mor^ 
tender  by  the  others.     I  beg 
you  therefore  not  to  neglc<ft 
this  occafion  of  your  glory ;  not 
to  forget,  in  the  midll  of  your 
grief,  that  you  have  this  long 
time  efpoufcd  the  cood  of  your 
Country,  and  of  Chriftendom 
itfelf,   in   thefe  laft  conjunc- 
tures, to  which  you  owe  all 
Jrour  applications  and  carefles. 


Having 
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I  hope  thefe  will  be  at  prefent 
ibme  comfort  to  yoi^  or  at 
leaft  a  diverfion,  as  they  have 
fprmerly  been  a  fatigue  and  a 
jpaih. 


Having  begun  thisletter  on^* 
ly  to  condole  with  you  upon 
Uiis  fad  occaflon,  I  will  not  in- 
termix any  thing  of  bufmefs  ; 
finly  to  tell  you  that  the  King 
my  inafter  prefles  me  every 
day  to  prepare  for  my  voyage, 
which  I  ihall  delay  no  longer 
than  my  domeftic  affairs  have 
made  it  neceflary  after  fo  long 
)ia  abfence.  In  the  mean  while 
1  ailiire  you,  I  iind  nothing 
here  that  can  any  way  change 
or  flacken  the  purfuit  of  our 
true  and  common  intercfts, 
which  confift  in  the  firmnefs 
of  our  laft  alliance,  fiut  of 
this  I  fhall  tell  you  more  when 
I  fee  you*  I  am>.  Sir,  your, 
ice; 


%Hari  tenirejfe  mimgs  Im  font 
dus^prnfyue  vws  (Uv€%  vms 
menu  tout  entUr  a  elU.  y*/- 
fperi  qu*a  Favinir  V9S  vuiUes 
6f  vcs  fatigues  pour  la  -Retu^ 
liqne'  vous  procurer§ta  qumghe 
foulagtnkut,  $u  Ju.  mum  amar^ 
teront  fuelqui  droerfim  m  Xfqs 
enauiSf  au  luu  des  travaux  Gf 
des/ueurs  ju^elles  vous  oni  C9uti 
autrefois. 

Ay  ant  commend  cettt  lettrt 
uniquement  dans  la  vie  de  me 
€onJoler  avec  vousy  ji  ne  vemx 
point  lafinireny  miUaet  quel'- 
que  cbofe  quifoit  etrangere  i  w^ 
tre  douleur.  Je  ne  vous  parlerai 
done  point  d^ affair es^  i^  je  vous 
dirai  feulement  que  le  Roi  men 
Maitreprejfe  Sous  les  jo^rs  fur 
les  preparatifs  de  men  depart  ; 
je  ny  apporterai  iautres  retar-- 
demens  que  ceux  que  mes  affai- 
res demejiiques  rendent  indifpen^ 
fables  aprh  uneft  longue  abfence . 
En  attendant^  je  puis  vous  af- 
furer  que  je  n*ai  rien  apper^u 
ici  qui  tuiffe  t0nt  foit  peu  alter  er 
ou  raltentir  Us  fains  de  nos  vers- 
tables  ^  ccmmwiS  interets^  que 
je  fais  atijijler  dam  la  fer^ 
mete  Lf  la  duree  de  notre  der-- 
nure  alliance  :  vous  verreTi  cela 
plus  au  long  a  men  arrivee.  7# 
fuiu  '^^c.  ^ 
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7i  Sir  John  temple. 

S  I  R,  Sheen,  July  22,  i6i5S; 

^'TpMiough  I  doubt  Our  late  motions  may  have  loft 
X  or  delayed  fome  of  your  letters,  which  we  have 
now  been  fome  time  in  want  of;  yet,  I  prefumeours 
have  had  their  conftant  courfe  to  you,  though  from 
fevcral  parts  :  and  though  mine  have  not '  been  fre* 
quent,  upon  the  permilTion  you  give  me  to  fparc  my 
own  eyes  and  time  when  they  are  otherwife  taken  up, 
and  truft  to  my  filler's  entertaining  you  ;  yet,  upoii 
my  return  home  after  three  years  abience^  I  could  not 
but  give  you  fome  account  of  my  coming  and  (lay 
here  ;  and  of  what  I  can  forefee  is  like  to  follow  it, 
both  as  to  my  own  particular,  and  to  the  public  af- 
fairs, in  which  that  feems  at  prefent  to  be  fo  much 
involved. 

After  the  condufion  of  the  triple  alliance  and  the 
peace  of  Aix,  I  was  at  an  end  of  my  ambition  ^  hav- 
ing feen  Flanders  faved,  as  if  it  had  been  by  one  of 
the  miracles  the  houfe  of  Auftria  has,  they  fay,  been 
ufed  to,  and  the  general  interefts  of  Chriftendom  fe- 
cured  againft{he  power  and  attempts  of  France ;  and^ 
at  the  lame  time,  the  confideration  and  honour  of  his 
Majefty  and  his  Crown  abroad  raifed  to  a  degree  it 
has  not  been  in  for  fome  ages  pad,  and  we  had  nb 
reafon  to  expeft  it  IhoiilcJ  be  in  fome  ages  to  come^ 
upon  the  decline  it  felt  after  the  bufinefs  at  Chattam, 
and  the  peace  of  Breda  that  fucceeded  it.  I  returned 
from  Aix  to  Brufiels  without  other  thoughts  than  of 
continuing  in  that  ftation,  till  I  grew  wearier  of  it 
than  I  was  like  to  do  very  fuddenly  of  a  place,  I  con- 
fefs,  I  love  :  but,  immediately  upon  my  arrival  there, 
I  met  with  letters  from  my  Lord  Arlington,  which 
brought  me  the  King's  orders  to  continue  the  equi- 
page of  an  AmbaiTador,  that  I  was  in  upon  my  Aix 
G  g  2  ^oumcy^ 
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journey,  in  order  to  my  ferving  his  Majefty  in  the 
fame  charader  ^c  the  Hague,  whither  he  was  refblved 
to  fend  me,  and  to  renew,  upon  occafion  of  our  late 
alliances,  a  charader  which  the  Crown  of£ngland 
liad  difcontinued  in  that  country  fince  King  James^ 
time.  In  order  hereunto  I  was  left  at  liberty  to  take 
4ny  leave  of  the  Marquis,  and  to  return  into  England 
as  foon  as  I  pleafed,  which  I  did  by  the  way  of  Hol- 
land, and  left  mod  of  my  fervants  and  horfes  at 
Utrecht. 

Upon  my  arrival  here,  I  was  received  both  by  the 
King  and  Court  a  great  deal  better  than  I  could  de- 
serve or  pretend  ;  but  people  feem  generally  pleafed 
with  the  counfels  and  negotiations  in  which  I  have 
had  fo  much  part  fince  Chriflmas  lafl ;  and  I  uiKier- 
ftand  not  Courts  fo  ill  (how  little  foever  I  have  been 
ufed  to  them)  as  not  to  know  that  one  ought  not  to 
lofe  the  advantage  of  coming  home  with  the  common 
opinion  of  fome  merits  or  good  hits  at  one's  back, 
if  one's  bufinefs  be  de poujfer  fa  fortune ;  and  I  am  put 
enough  in  mind  of  it  upon  this  occafion,  by  feveral 
of  thofe  many  new  friends  one  would  think  I  had  at 
this  time  of  day,  as  well  as  by  fome  of  my  old  ones  : 
but  I  cannot  imagine  why  I  fhould  pretend  to  have 
deferved  more  than  my  pay  of  the  King,  for  which  I 
ferved  him  in  my  late  employments ;  and,  if  I  got 
honour  by  them,  it  was  fo  much  more  than  I  had  to 
reckon  upon.  Befides,  I  Ihould  be  forry  to  alk  money 
of  him  at  a  time  when,  for  aught  I  can  judge  by  the 
cry  of  the  Court,  he  wants  it  more  than  I  do.      The 
Spanifh  Ambaflador   and  Baron  d'Ifola,    as  well  as 
others  of  my  friends,   would  needs  be  afking  a  title 
for  me,  and  it  is  with  difficulty  enough  that  I  have 
prevented  it;  but  it  is  that,  lam  fure,  I  never  can  have 
a  mind  to,  and,  if  it  Ihould  ever  be  offered  me,  I  rcfoi  ve 
it  fhall  either  begin  with  you,  if  you  dcfire  it ;  or,  if 
hot,  with  my  fon,  which  I  had  much  rather*     But,  I 
(^ppofe^  nothing  of  this  can  happen  in  our  Court 

without 
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without  purfuit,  and  fo  I  reckon  myfelf  in  all  thefc 
points  juft  where  I  was  about  fix  months  ago,  but  only 
dcfigned  for  another   ambafly,  and  no  man  knows 
how  that  will  end.     I  am  veiy  much  prefled  to  dif- 
patch  my  preparations  for  it,  by  my  Lord  Keeper  and 
Lord  Arlington,  who  are  extreme  kind  to  me,  as  well 
as  to  the  meafurcs  lately  taken  by  their  miniftry,  and 
fecm  to  value  themfelves  a  great  deal  upon  them. 
They  lay,  all  the  bufinefs  the  King  now  has,  both  at 
liome  and  abroad,  will  turn  upon  my  hand  in  Hol- 
land, by  keeping  the  French  from  breaking  in  upon 
our  late  alliances,   and  the  confidence  between  us  \ 
and  by  drawing  the  Emperor  and  Princes  of  the  Em- 
pire  into  a  common  guaranty  of  the  peace,  and  there- 
upon they  are  mighty  earneft  with  me  to  haften  away. 
On  the  other  fide,  the  Commiflioners  of  the  treafury 
feem  to  have  more  mind  to  my  company  here,  than 
I  could  expeft  :  for,  after  fome  of  them  had  tried  to 
hinder  the  King's  refolution  of  fending  either  an  Am- 
baflfador  at  all  into  Holland  (upon  pretence  of  fo  long 
difufe  of  that  charaifter)  or  me  in  particular,  when 
that  could  not  be  carried,  they  prepared  my  way  by 
entering  upon  new  regulations  in  the  Exchequer, 
among  which,  thole  concerning  foreign  employmeots 
brought  down  the  equipage  money  of  V^mbaflTadors 
from  three  thoufand  pounds,  as  it  has  been  fince  the 
King  came  in,  to  1500  pounds  in  France  and  Spain, 
and  to  1000  pounds  in  all  other  courts  ;  and  their  al- 
lowance from  I  GO  pounds  a  week  to  ten  pounds  a  day 
in  France  and  Spain,  and  to  feven  in  other  places. 
Though  this  be  pretended  by  the  Commiflioners  as 
only  a  piece  of  a  general  fcheme  of  parfimony  they 
find  neccflary  in  the  prefent  condition  of  the  revenue, 
yet  I  underftandit  ascalculated  juft  at  this  time  par- 
ticularly for  me  •,    and  my  Lord  Arlington  confefles 
he  thinks  it  fo  too,  and  takes  part  in  it  as  a  piece  of 
envy  or  malice  to  himfelf  as  well  as  to  me,   from 
Ibmc  who  are  fpighted  at  all  that  has  lately  paflTed 
G  g  3  bctwecQ 
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between  us  and  Holland,  aqd  attheperfons  who 
been  at  the  head  of  thofc  counfels.  For  my  pa 
refent  it  not  only  as  a  thing  I  h^ve  not  defervedi  \ 
an  employment  caft  wholly  upon  me  by  the  Ki 
choice,  and,  as  he  feems  to  think,  by  the  necefli 
his  affairs  ;  but  as  that  which  I  find  plainly,  b] 
Ihort  experience  of  my  laft  ambaffy,  will  not  di 
the  expence  of  another,  with  any  honour  to 
King  or  myfelf  abroad  ;  and,  though  I  do  not 
tend  to  make  my  fortune  by  thefe  employing 
yet  I  confefs  I  do  npt  pretend  to  ruin  it  ncii 
I  have  therefore  been  refolved  feveral  times  2 
lutely  to  refufe  this  a(nba0y,  unlefs  it  be  i 
the  terms  all  others  have  had ;  but  my  l^ord 
lington  puts  fo  much  weight  upon  my  going, 
he  will  not  hear  of  it  :  he  fays,  it  is  that  our  j 
,  friends  would  have,  and  intend  by  this  ufage  ; 
that  I  can  no  way  difappoint  them  fo  much  as  by 
ing,  and  that  this  rule  will  be  broken  in  three  mc 
.  time :  that  I  fhould  not  confider  fmall  matters  of 
ney  in  ^he  courfeof  my  fortune,  and  that  the  King 
not  fail  of  making  qiine  at  a  lump  one  time  or  ot 
that  there  is  nothing  I  may  not  exped  from  him 
on  my  return  from  this  ambafly :  and  that,  if  his 
jefty  had  not  thought  mc  of  abfolute  ncceflity  to 
in  Holland  upon  this  conjuncture,  he  had  broi 
me  now  into  Secretary  Morris's  place,  which  upor 
going  abroad  is  defigned  for  Sir  John  Trevor. 
Lord  Keeper  is  of  the  fame  mind,  to  have  me  b 
means  refufe  it  (as  he  fays)  neither  for  the  King's 
nor  my  own  ;  and  your  old  friend  Sir  Robert  L 
agrees  with  them  both  ;  and  fays,  after  a  year  or 
of  this  ambafly,  I  cannot  fail  of  cither  being  Seci 
ry  of  State,  or  fent  Ambaflador  into  Spain  :  wl 
are  both  certain  ways  of  making  any  man's  fort 
With  all  this,  I  confefs,  I  find  it  not  very  cal 
fcfolve,  and  very  much  defire  yours  and  my  brotl 
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opinion  upon  it :  and,  that  you  may  the  better  give  it 
mc,  I  fliaU  tell  it  you  with  one  circumftance  which 
weighs  a  little  with  me,  though  not  at  all  with  my 
friends  here. 

They  are  all  of  opinion,  the  meafures  the  King  has 
lately  taken  cannot  be  broken  nor  altered,  however 
they  may  be  fnarled  at  by  fome  perfona,  upon  parti^ 
cular  envy  or  intereft ;  but  I  fee  plainly  there  arc 
others  of  another  mind.     Sir  Thomas  Cliflbrd  faid  to 
a  friend  of  mine  in  confidence,  upon  all  the  joy  that 
was  here  at  the  conclufion  of  the  triple  alliance,  *  Well^ 
*  for  all  this  noife,  we  muft  yet  have  another  war  with 
^  the  Dutch  before  it  be  long/   And  I  fee  plainly  al- 
ready, that  he  and  Sir  George  Downing  are  endea- 
vouring with  all  the  induftry  that  can  be,  to  engage 
the  Bad-India  company  here  in  fuch  demands  and 
pretenfions  upon  the  Dutch,  as  will  never  be  yielded 
to  on  that  fide,  and  will  increafe  a  jealoufy,  they  will 
ever  have  of  our  unfteady  counfcls,  and  of  our  leav- 
ing ftill  a  door  open  for  fome  new  offences  when  we 
ftiail  have  a  mind  to  take  them.     On  the  other  fide, 
the  French  will  leave  no  ftone  unturned  to  break  this 
confidence  between  us  and  Holland,  which  fpoils  all 
their  meafures^  and  without  which  they  had  the  world 
before  them.     If  they  can,,  they  will  undermine  it  in 
Holland  by  jealoufics  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  or  any 
other  artifice,   and  will  fpare  neither  promifcs  nor 
threats.     If  I  fhould  be  able  to  keep  that  fide  ftanch, 
they  will  fpare  none  of  the  fame  endeavours  here,  and 
will  have  fome  good  helps  that  I  fee  already,  and 
may  have  others  that  do  not  yet  appear.     If  by  any 
of  thefe  ways,  or  other  accidents,  our  prcfcnt  mea- 
fures come  to  change  •,  I  am  left  in  Holland  to  a  cer- 
tain lofs,  upon  the  terms  they  would  fend  me,   the* 
I  fhould  be  paid  -,  but  to  a  certain  ruin  if  I  fhould  not ; 
which  I  may  well  expeft  from  the  good  quarter  I  may 
reckod  upon  from  fome  in  thetreafury  i  and,  when 
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my  ambafly  ends^  I  may  find  a  new  world  here,  an4 
all  the  fine  things  I  am  told  of,  may  prove  caflles  in 
the  air  ;  there  is,  I  know,  a  great  deal  to  be  faid  fof 
my  going  *,  but,  on  the  other  fide,  I  am  well  as  I  am, 
and  cannot  be  ruined  but  by  fuch  an  adventure  as 
this.  I  beg  of  you  to  let  me  know  your  opinion  up- 
on the  whole  ;  and,  if  I  could  have  the  confidence, 
I  (hould  beg  a  great  deal  more  carneftly  thati  mighc 
fee  you  here,  fince  I  cannot  get  loofe  to  wait  on  you 
there.  Till  I  hear  from  you,  I  Hull  let  the  tall^ 
and  the  forms  of  my  ambaify  go  on,  and  am  con- 
pdent,  however  they  prefume,  yet  I  can  fpin  out  the 
time  of  my  going  till  about  the  end  of  Auguft,  in 
hopes  of  feeing  you  here  ;  which  will  be,  I  am  fure, 
the  greateft  fatisfaftion  that  can  befal.  Sir,  your,  &c. 
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T  O 

Sir  Will  I  AM  Temple. 

From  Sir  TbofMs  Clifford. 

SIR,  Copenhagen,  October  7,  1 665. 

I  Have  received  your  obliging  letter  of  the  Ktb 
paft  ;  and  the  news  of  this  country  is  like  the  com- 
modities, not  of  equal  value  with  the  more  fouthern, 
and  fo  you  are  like  to  be  a  loTer  by  the  barter  :  but 
your  kindnefs  is  the  greater.  I  hope  the  King  of 
Spain's  death  will  no  way  alter  the  ftate  of  our  affairs 
with  that  Crown.  I  cannot  tell  you  the  cffedk  of  my 
negotiation  here,  but  ihall  in  my  next  give  you  fome 
hints.  The  dire<3ion  of  your  letter  brings  it  fafc  to 
me  :  I  fliall  advife  you  before  I  remove.  Here  came 
a  report  lafl;  night,  that  a  fquadron  of  the  Englifh 
fleet  had  taken  out  of  Fleckery  nine  of  the  Dutch 
merchant-men,  and  ran  another  on  fliore  :  but  I  have 
examined  it,  and  find  there  was  no  ground  for  the 
report.  Two  of  their  Eaft- India  men  are  ftill  at 
Tunfburg,  near  Chriftiana  in  Norway,  and  two  more 
are  returned  to  Bergen  :  but  the  fix  men  of  war  and 
Eaft- India-man  that  came  here  in  the  Sound  after 
the  ftorm,  are  put  to  fea,  and  gone  toward  the  Texel. 
The  Eaft-India  (hip  that  got  into  the  river  of  Elve, 
is  there  unlading,  and  they  are  fending  the  goods  home 
jn  little  fmall  veflels,  under  the  convoy  only  of  a 

little 


466         Letters  of  Sir  William  Temple, 

little  toy  of  eight  or  ten  guns :  they  go  homcoverthc 
Watts  :  a  privateer  lying  there  would  probably  make 
his  raarbct,  r 

Laft  night  fonie  Dutch  Ihips  going  for  Dantzk^ 
arrived  here,  and  boafted,  that  their  fleet  of  ninety 
fail,  under  De  Ruytcr,  failed  upon  Sunday  laft,  the  firft 
jnflant,  towards  England,  and  to  the  channel,  as  they 
thought,  to  join  with  the  French  j  but  nobody  gives 
credit  to  the  relation. 

You  fee  what  (hift  I  make  to  complete  my  bill  of 
ftore  ;  but  pray  let  it  not  difhearten  you  from  corre- 
fponding  :  for,  if  I  have  nothing  elfe  to  fay,  I  fliall 
be  glad  of  opportunities  to  cxprefs  myfelf.  Sir,  your 
mon:  affedionate  humble  fervant. 

Prom  the  Earl  ofClarmdon^  Lord  Hi ^  Chdncellor. 

SIR,  Oxford,  December  28,  1 66^. 

I  Do  confefs  I  have,  fincc  we  parted,  received  three 
letters  from  you,  which  I  Ihould  be  alhamed  to 
acknowledge  now,  if  I  had  been  faulty  in  not  doing 
it  fooner ;  as  I  promife  myfelf  you  have  been  inform- 
ed from  my  L.Arlington's juftice and  friendfhip.  It  is  . 
now  near  three  months,  that  the  pain  of  the  gout  hath 
reftrained  me  from  the  exercife  of  writing  :  and  I  am 
hardly  yet  returned  to  it,  becaufe  not  able  to  put  my 
head  out  of  doors,  or  more  than  to  ftand,  rather  than 
walk  in  my  chamber :  fo  that  I  would  not  have  ventured 
to  have  given  you  this  trouble,  but  upon  the  abfence 
of  my  Lord  Arlington  (who  hath  tranfmitted  to  you 
conftantly  what  we  thought  jointly  :)  but  upon  the 
fight  of  your  laft  letter,  which  came  fince  his  depar- 
ture, I  think  it  neceiTary  to  fay  a  little  to  you  upon  a 
particular  or  two. 

I  do  in  the  firft  place  think  and  believe  the  Mar- 
quis of  CafteURodrigo  to  be  a  very  generous  perfon, 
I  an4 
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und  a  very  ufeful  friend  to  the  King  our  Mafter ;  andone 
who  will  be  the  bed  inftrument  to  contribute  to  that 
firm  friendfliip  between  the  two  Crowns,  that  is  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  joint  intereft  of  both  ;  and  therefore  wc 
muft  be  careful  to  remove  the  lead  umbrage,  which 
may  difpofe  him  to  fufpeft  our  prudence  with  refe- 
rence to  our  own  affairs,  or  our  aflfedtion  with  refe- 
rence to  Spain.  With  reference  to  ourfclves,  it  i% 
not  pofllble  we  can  be  without  a  fenfe  of  the  aimoft 
infupportable  weight  that  lies  upon  us,  in  the  carry- 
ing on  the  war  againft  the  Dutch,  and  preparing  for 
a  war  againft  France  :  and  therefore  we  cannot  but 
heartily  wifli  to  be  fairly  quit  of  one  of  them  ;  and 
would  be  very  glad  that  any  advance  were  made  to 
it  by  Holland.  I  thought  always  that  the  overture 
made  by  the  Spanifli  AmbaiTador  had  come  from 
Don  Stephano,  and  never  heard  the  Marquis  of  Caf- 
tel-Rodrigo*s  name  :  but,  it  being  the  very  fame  in 
terms  that  the  French  Ambafladors  had  made,  there 
could  then  be  no  proceedings  upon  it.  But  we  have 
done  all  we  can  to  invite  the  Dutch  to  an  addrcfs  how 
privately  foever :  nor  (hall  we  make  any  demands 
concerning  the  Prince  of  Orange,  left  it  Ihould  do 
him  hurt.  If  we  can  bring  them  off  from  a  conjunc- 
tion with  France  (in  which  Spain  is  more  concerned 
than  England)  I  am  confident  we  fhall  infift  upon 
very  reafonable  conditions. .  We  have  great  reafon 
to  commend  the  proceedings  of  the  Bifhop  of  Mun- 
fter  :  nor  arc  we  jealous  in  the  Icaft  degree  of  him, 
qr  his  treating  :  and  as  our  failing  towards  him  has 
not  proceeded  from  any  faults  of  ours,  but  even  from 
the  hand  of  God  ;  fo  we  (hall  out  of  hand  repair  thofc 
pmilFions  :  and  it  is  but  reafonably  expeded  that  the 
Princes  of  the  Empire  (hould  (how  fecretly  foever) 
fupport  him  from  a  di(rolution,  left,  before  many 
fTionths  paflcd,  and  the  French  deiigns  are  a  littfe 
p)Q|-p  evident,   they  would  be  glad  to  repurchafc  the 

aUvantagc 
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advantage  of  the  Biihop's  being  in  fuch  a  poft  as  ht 
now  is,  at  any  price. 

There  is  nothing  now  ought  to  be  laboured  with  fi> 
much  induftry  and  dexterity,  as  the  uniting  England, 
Spain,  and  Flanders,  which  would  give,  and  which 
only  can  give,  peace  to  Chriftendom.  I  am  fure  our 
Matter  is  paffionately  inclined  to  it,  and  truly  I  think 
Spain  is  well  difpofed  in  the  main  :  yet  I  know  not 
how  by  the  fatal  delay  in  difpatch  there  (and  it  may 
be  their  expedation,  that,  in  the  ftraits  we  arc,  we 
fhall  buy  their  friendfliip  at  a  rate  we  fhall  never  pay 
for  it)  the  hafte  is  not  made  that  the  affair  required. 
My  Lord  Sandwich  (who  will  be  gone  in  twenty 
days)  I  hope  will  give  life  to  it. 

You  fee  how  ill  my  hand  is,  though  never  legible, 
by  (baking  and  weaknefs  fomewhat  worfe  than  ufual. 
God  keep  you  :  and  I  pray  let  me  know,  that  this  is 
come  to  your  hands  from.  Sir,  your  afFeftionate  fer- 
vant. 

From  *  Sir  George  Savile. 

SIR,  Feb.  5,  N.  S.  1666. 

IT  is  a  fin  againft  the  public,  and  a  crefpafs  upon 
you,  at  this  time  to  clog  you  with  fuch  an  idle 
correfpondence  as  mine :  but  I  find  I  confider  my 
own  intereft  before  yours  ;  being  not  able  to  make 
you  an  expreflTion  of  my  kindnefs  at  fo  dear  a  rate  as 
the  denying  myfelf  the  fatisfaftion  of  hearing  from 
you.  And  therefore  I  take  hold  of  your  offer,  and 
beg  you  would  fometimes  beftow  a  letter  upon  me, 
which  fliall  be  as  welcome  for  telling  me  you  are  well, 
as  it  can  be  for  the  beft  news  it  bringeth  in  relation 
to  the  public  :  for  which,  if  I  can  be  concerned,  next 

•  Afterwards  Marqais  of  Hallifax. 
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to  what  I  am  for  my  beft  friends,  it  is  the  utmoft  I 
will  pretend  to  in  that  matter.  I  find  his  Majefty  of 
France  will  be  an  angry  enemy.  He  doth  not  declare 
war  like  an  honnUe  homme ;  and  therefore  I  hope  he 
will  not  purfue  it  like  a  wife  one, 

I  do  not  defpair,  but  that  the  Engli(h,  who  ufe  to 
go  into  France  for  their  breeding,  may  have  the  ho- 
nour once  to  teach  them  better  manners.  The  league 
with  Spain  is  a  good  circumftance  to  make  usable  to 
do  it ;  it  is  fo  feafonable  and  fo  well  done,  that  I  will 
fuppofe  you  had  a  hand  in  it.  In  the  mean  time  we 
have  great  alarms  the  Monfieur  will  invade  us,  which 
makes  every  body  prepare  for  their  entertainment* 
And  I  hope  they  will  neither  find  us  fo  little  ready, 
or  fo  divided,  as  perhaps  they  expeft. 

I  will  not  make  this  longer,  when  I  have  affured 
you  I  am,  Sir,  your  mod  faithful  humble  fervant. 

From  the  Bijhop  ofMunJlcr.     Ab  Epifcopo  Monafterii. 

Munjler^  Feb.  Monafterii,  Feb.  12, 

S  I R^                 12,1666.  Generofe  Domino,    1666. 

'T'  H  E  favours  you  have  ex-  jpv  Ominationem  vejtram  ita 

^    prcfled  to  mc  are  fuch,  ^^  mils  rebus  faveniimnipja 

that  nothing  can  add  to  my  femper  expert ui  fum^  ut  tiulld 

cfteem  of  you  :  however,   it  quicLm  contejlatione  mea  dcju- 

was  very  acceptable  to  find  per  concept  a  exijiimationi  plus 

from  yours  of  the  25th  paft,  addi  pojfit  5  gratljfimum  tauun 

that  your  aife£lion  to  me  flill  fuit^  ex  ejujdcm  Uteris  di  'h^to 

continues.     In  the  mean  time  ilapfi  mtnfis  Januarii  percipc- 

1  am  bu fy  in  preparing  an  ar-  re^  quod  D.  f^.   ewidem  zelum 

my  ^gainll  fpring  ;  nor  do  I  b*  ajfe^um  continuet.    Ego  in- 

doubt  but  fuch  care  is  taken  tcrim   non  dejino   injirucrc  iff 

of  the  third  payment,  that  I  pra^paJare  excrcitum  i/nminciui 

may  have  it  altogether  ;    at  jam  vert  ;  7iec  dubho  cU  tertio 

jeaft,  that  you  have  prepared  termino  fic provifwn^  ut  iniigrc 

p,ooo  dollars  ready  at  Bruf-  a  meis  jullevari  pofftt^  cut  icrtc 


Ids,   and   that  25,000  more     difpofttione  D»'    V"^^    triginia 

may   be    returned    with    all     thaUrorum  millia  Bruxellis  :n 

fpeed  pamtig 
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fpccd  by  exchange  to  Cologn  : 
for  it  is  certain^  that  by  fmall 
fumsy  and  paid  by  parcels^  no- 
thing can  be  performed  worthy 
of  fuch  an  undertaking ;  and 
that  my  expedition  will  be  as 
much  obftrudett  by  thefe,  as 
if  ^e  fubfidies  were  wholly  de- 
layed. Befides,  I  fhall  this 
year  meet  with  more  refinance 
by  enemies  unexpefled,  to 
whom  the  Elcdor  of  Bran- 
denburg will  join  himfelf.  But 
that  I  hope  will  be  recom- 
pensed by  the  friendfhip  of 
Sweden,  and  his  Majefty's  de- 
claratory letters  communicated 
to  mty  and  to  be  kept  fecret. 
Nor  ihall  anv  thing  be  more 
inviolably  obferved  by  me, 
than  the  league  I  have  made 
with  his  Majefty,  from  which 
nothing  (hall  be  able  to  force 
ine.  Nor  is  there  any  reafon 
why  the  offer  of  a  mediation 
from  the  Emperor  and  Princes 
fhould  raife  any  fufpicions  of 
the  contrary,  fince  the  prcfent 
ccnjun(Sturcs  would  not  per- 
mit me  abruptly  to  refufc  it. 
And,  in  order  to  gain  time,  I 
have  kept  that  affair  within 
preliminaries,  relating  to  the 
per'bns  of  the  Mediators,  the 
manner  of  negotiation,  and 
the  means  of  (ecurity  to  be 
propofed,  being  refolved  by 
any  means  not  to  feparate  roy- 
felffrora  his  Majefty;  from 
whofc  protection  I  truft  to 
procure  rafety  and  fatisfaftion 
to  mjfelf.  I  am  glad  of  the 
peace 


faraiis  prafto  Jint^  (ff  vfgiitli 
quinque  millia  Colofiiam' cajn^h 
quantocius  tranftmttantur.  Cer* 
turn  enim  eft  minutis  fummuUs 
(jf  cartttmfolutisy  vix  quuquafn 
pro  dignitaU  tdnta  rei  effici 
pojp ;  nee  minus  ex  hh^  \  fuam 
ematisfubfidihj  expeHtumemmi^ 
amincommodiceptffe.  ^^t  qm- 
dem  hoc  anno  plus  rtjiftenti^t  li 
difficuUatis  a  tot  inopinatis  bofti^ 
buSy  quibus  V  EleSior  Branden-^ 
burgtcus  feficiabity  habitiera  eft. 
Id  iamen  pducia  amicitiie  Sue^ 
ciig  compenfatum  extftimoy  tff- 
cendentibus  S,  Regia  AttfjqfiiS' 
tis  deelaratoriis  Uteris  mihi  qfm" 
niunicatisy  ^  ficreto  ferveMis. 
Nihilque  mihi  unquam  erit  anti^ 
qutus  aut  magis  irrjiolabtle  notd 
feeder e  cum  S.  Regia  Majeftate 
fanctu^  a  quo  nuUo  modo  aivelR 
mepatiar,  Nee  efty  quid  ebla- 
ta  Cafaris  Isf  quorundam  prin^ 
cipum  mediatio  umbras  aSquas 
contraria  fvjpicionis  invehere 
pojjit  j  ctwi  iflam  prtefra£ie  re^ 
fpuere  nee  temporum  horum  ra^ 
tio  patiatury  Jiec  mihi  ton/u/tum 
fuerity  quiy  lucrando  ternport  in- 
de  occjf.onem  naclusy  rem  OTmifm. 
ha^fenus  intra  prttliminaria  de 
ipfis  perfonis  Mediaiorum^  de 
modo  tra£fandiy  ^  mediis  fecii^ 
ritatii  proponendis  continuiy  cer  • 
tm  non  feparare  me  a  S,  Regid 
Majejiatey  cujus  aujpiciisy  (sf 
fatisfaSfionemy  &*  fecuritatem 
me  confecuturum  confido.  Svibd 
foedus  Anglo- Hifpanum  Ma- 
driti  jam  tumjignatumy  €ff  ad 
ratijicandum  in  Angliam  trahf- 
'  mijjum 
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peace  between   England  and  mijfumjity  libenter  accept  \  op*' 

Spain  being  figned  at  Madrid,  tarem  Jane  hums  effe^um  non 

and  that  it  is  fent  into  Eng-  defern^l^ HijpanosUmporipa" 

land   to  be  ratified.     I  wiih  ratos  ejfe^  quilms  etiam  ab  thU 

the  efFefb  of  it  be  not  delay-  landls  bellum  GaOorum  injiiga* 

ci  \  and  that   the   Spaniards  tiotie  dintmciandum  inteltigo :  ae 

may  be  ready  at  the  time,  a*  hifce  manes   Domimtknis  vr* 

(;ainft  whom  I  hear  the  Hoi-  Jira  addiHiJf. 
anders  have  alfo  declared  war 
by  the  inftigation  of  thcFrcnch. 
Your  molt  obliged  fervant. 

Tram  Sir  George  Savile. 

SIR,  April  4,  1666. 

THIS  muft  carry  my  thanks  to  you  for  two 
letters  I  received  at  the  fame  time  from  you, 
which  giveth  me  a  fair  occafion  to  fay  a  great  deal  to 
you  ;  but  that  I  will  not  trefpafs  upon  our  agreement^ 
to  omit  ceremony,  or  any  thing  that  lookcth  like  it. 
Yet,  you  muft  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  I  think  my- 
fclf  as  much  aflurcd  of  your  kindnefs,  by  your  letting 
me  ftay  in  your  thoughts  (when  you  might  forget  me 
without  breach  of  friendlhip,  confidering  the  weight 
of  bufinefs  thatlieth  upon  you)  as  I  could  be  by  any 
mark  of  it  you  can  imagine  :  and  if  you  will  fuppofe 
my  fcnfe  of  it  anfwerably,  and  reckon  upon  my  ier- 
vice  accordingly ;  if  it  may  ever  be  of  ufe  to  you, 
you  will  do  me  but  right.  In  the  mean  time  you 
make  me  fenfibleof  the  inconvenience  of  living  out 
of  the  world  :  now  that  I  find  it  impoflible  for  me  to 
write  three  lines  of  fenfe  in  exchange  for  your  letters, 
that  are  full  of  every  thing  which  can  make  them  wel- 
come. I  am  fo  adiamed  you  fhould  con verfe  with  a  dead 
man,  that  I  almoft  wifh  the  French  landed  upon  our 
coaft,  thinking  it  better  to  write  you  a  fad  ftory  than 
none.  How  foon  I  may  be  furniflied  withfomething  of 
this  kind,  d^ndeth  upon  our  fuccefs  at  iea,  and  the 
faith  of  your  cifhop,  which  may  well  be  Ihaken,  if  you 

do 
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do  not  (upport  it  with  your  bills  of  exchange.  lie  ii 
likely  to  be  To  over- matched  this  next  campaign,  that 
I  doubt  he  will  be  tempted  to  break  faith  with  her&* 
tics,  rather  than  be  a  Martyr  in  our  calendar*  I  ihouid 
be  glad  to  hear  Spain  would  come  into  our  fcales,  to 
help  us  to  weigh  down  our  Enemies  ;  but  I  fear  their 
ill  luck  in  the  late  war  hath  not  left  them  fpiiit 
enough  to  fall  out  with  the  French,  though  their  in- 
terelt  provoketh  them  to  it.  Belides,  the  Crown  is 
in  a  cradle  ;  and  a  Spanifh  Council  I  imagine  to  be 
as  flow  an  Aflembly  as  a  Houfe  of  Commons.  So 
that  we  muftrely  upon  the.oak  and  courage  of  Eng- 
land to  do  our  bufinefs,  there  being  fmall  appearance 
of  any  thing  to  help  us  from  abroad. 

I  believe,  before  this  cometh  to  your  hands,  you 
will  be  waiting  upon  Mademoifellc  Beverwaert,  who 
is  a  teftimony  that  this  war  hath  given  us  no  fuch 
antipathy  to  the  Dutch,  fince  we  chufe  one  to  breed 
Statefmen  for  the  next  age.  The  Captain  that  went 
upon  fo  peaceable  an  errand,  and  into  a  friend's  har- 
bour, had  ill  fortune  to  be  fo  roughly  faluted  :  but,  it 
being  a  lingle  ad:  of  the  officer,  without  any  order 
from  his  fuperiors,  it  is  of  no  more  confequence  to  us 
than  the  found  of  it  may  amount  to. 

I  diredl  this  as  you  bid  me  :  and,  though  it  fhould 
not  come  to  you,  I  aflTure  myfelf  you  would  not  im- 
pute it  to  the  omifllon,  but  to  the  ill  fortune,  of,  Sir^ 
your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant. 

rrom  thtBiflycp  ofMunfter.     Ab  Epifcopo  Monafterii4 

Alay  21,  1666.  Lugdcrio,  Maii 
S  I  Py  GeneroreDominc,2i,  1666. 
1  Doubt  not  but  by  vour  good  A7  O  N  dubiio  officits  i>» 
'*  offices  the  reception  of  my  •*■  Z^'^*'  aditum  in  aula  Re- 
envoy  the  Baron  dc  Rofenback  gis  ahlegato  meo  Barofii  de  Ra- 
nt Court  will  be  fo  prepared,  fenhack  ita  pfmfaraiitm^  ut  S: 
a^  that  his  Majefty  may  have  Rcgia  Majejtati  ratiQ  c^nfiKl 
I                                 an  mei 
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an  account  of  my  defigns  :  and 
I  hope  you  will  continue  your 
favour  10  far,  as  the  King  may 
be  perfuaded  that  the  necef- 
iity,  which  forced  me  to  ac- 
cept the  peace,  has  not  taken 
any  thing  from  the  profeffion 
of  that  honour,  duty,  and  fer- 
vice,  I  (hall  ever  pay  him.  To 
which  end  I  have  ordered  my 
agent  Rentorf  to  cultivate  a 
m\&,  friendihip  in  fny  name^ 
as  well  as  to  communicate  to 
you  my  moft  fecret  affairs,  rc- 
folving  to  watch  all  occafions 
for  the  fervice  of  his  Majcfty; 
in  order  to  which,  I  have  fcnt 
back  to  the  Marquis  of  CafteN 
Rodrigo  the  Brabant  troops, 
as  well  as  thofe  raifed  in  the 
circle  of  Burgundy,  all  entire. 
And  now  fome  German  regi- 
inents,  well  armed  and  exer- 
cifed,  are  preparing  for  their 
march  into  Flanders,  of  whofe 
valour  the  Hollanders  them- 
felves  are  witnefies,  as  I  be- 
lieve you  know  already  from 
the  faid  Marquis.  Now,  iince 
it  concerns  me  very  much  that 
his  Majefty  (hould  know  thefe 
foldiers  are  kept  in  his  fervice, 
I  fhould  be  extremely  fatisfied 
if  you  would  iilform  the  King 
of  it,  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
faid  Baron  de  Rofenback  will 
be  arrived  at  London.  And 
that  it  be  reprefented  as  a 
mark  of  my  eternal  devotion 
to  his  Majefty.  In  which  you 
will  highly  oblige  me :  and  in 
confidence  whereof  I  remain, 
Sir,  your  moft  obliged  fcrvant. 
Vol.  I, 


met  praheatur  ;  quod  Donim 
yram  iiu  continuaturam  fperop 
ut  Rex  perfuafum  omnino  Vabeat 
iftam  necejhtatemy  qua  miln  pa^ 
as  leges  trnpo/uit^  nihil  jbrerfiu 
detraxijfe  de  ammo  quo  o .  Ma^ 
jeftatis  obfervantia^  gloria^  if 
utilitatiy  ^eierrmm  devotus  fum* 
Eiimque  infinem  mtindavi  agents 
meo  Rentorf' intimam  meo  nomi^ 
ne  cum  V"^  V"^  commumca^ 
iionem  mearum  rertwiy  i:f  ami^ 
citiam  celere^  intentus  femper  in 
occaftones  omnesfuturas  profer- 
vitio  S.  Alajepatisi  quern  m 
finem  copias  nrabanticas^,  &  in 
circulo  ourgunMco  cdnfcriptaSy 
Domino  Marchioni  tie  Cajlel^ 
Redrigo  integrasremifi  \  if  jam 
itineri  in  Belgium  tSfpamcum 
accinguntur  Ugiones  aliquot  Ger^ 
manor um  ;  fortis  fane  (f  exer- 
citatus  miles  J  de  quorum  virtute 
ipjifcederati  Belga  ieftaripote^ 
runt ;  uti  Dom.  Vefiramjamex 
preediSlo  domino  gubernatore  la- 
tiiis  cognvoijfe  arbitror.  Cum 
autemmeaplurimuminterjit^  ut 
Regia  Majejiati  fuee  conftet 
miliiem  bunc  in  fuofervitio  con- 
fervctri ;  pergratum  mihiforet^ 
JjDU.  Vjiera  de  eo^facilitandee 
intentions  meeoy  quamprimum  tf 
fine  mora  hoc  ipfo  tempore  qua 
di£his  Baro  de  Rofenback  Lon^ 
dinum  appulerit^  S.  Majefla- 
tem  artiorem  faciat,  if  tan^ 
quam  indicium  ratum  aternee 
mea  in  Regemjidei  contefietur  : 
quo  me  D*^  f^^  fibi  fummope- 
re  obligabit ;  et  hoc  fiducia  ma- 
neo  Dominationi  vejlra  addic- 
tiff. 

H  h  From 
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From  my  Lord  Arlington. 

SIR,  Whitehall,  July  30,  1 666. 

WH  A  T  I  received  in  yours  of  the  2d  was 
written  to  me  at  large,  from  him  whom  I 
fuppofe  to  be  the  author  of  it,  but  not  exaftly  with 
the  fame  circumftances  :  whether  his  meaning  or  hi$ 
imagination  fail  him,  is  a  great  queflion  here.  His 
name,  to  fpeak  freely  with  you,  is  able  to  difcredit 
any  truth  :  and  againft  the  grain  I  employed  him  in  * 
Holland,  not  to  make  him  the  inftrument  of  apeace^ 
but  to  fend  us  news  :  however,  I  do  not  yet  difcour- 
age  him  from  writing,  though  I  wifh  what  he  faith 
came  from  any  hand  rather  than  his.  Accordingly, 
you  (hall  do  well  to  handle  him  :  and  this  is  enough 
upon  this  fubjeft,  when  I  have  fo  much  a  better  to 
entertain  you  upon.  Here  inclofed  you  have  the  effec- 
tive truth  of  what  I  fent  you  thefymptoms  in  my  lafh 
I  durft  not  hazard  any  of  my  acquaintance  with  the 
putting  it  into  French,  becaufe  of  the  fea  terms  where- 
with it  abounds  :  but,  if  you  can  get  it  well  donc> 
and  quickly  publilhed,  you  will  do  his  Majefty  a  good 
fervice,  and  may  fairiy  put  tlie  coft  of  it  into  your 
accounts.  Moreover,  I  have  promifed  his  Majefty 
to  charge  ycu  with  the  writing  of  fome  fmall  paper^ 
and  publifliing  it  in  French,  that  may  pleafantly  and 
pertinently  awaken  the  good  patriots  in  Holland,  not 
only  to  thoughts  and  wifhes  of  peace,  but  to  a  rca* 
fonable  application  for  it  •,  afluring  them  his  Majefty 
continues  ftill  to  wifh  it,  and  would  gladly  receive 
any  overtures  for  it  from  the  States,  here  in  his  own 
Kingdom,  not  expelling  lefs  from  them  in  this  kind, 
than  they  did  to  the  Ulurper  Cromwell.  This  done  in 
any  form  you  like  beft  would  certainly  operate  well 
in  Holland,  and  be  a  work  worthy  of  your  pen  •,  which, 
I  know,  has  fufficiency  very  much  greater.  One  thing 

efpecially 
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cfpecially  it  will  be  good  to  mind  them  of,  the  confi- 
derable  fuccours  and  advantages  they  have  had  by  the 
conjunction  with  France  5  which  hath  not  been  re- 
markably vifible  in  any  thing  more  than  in  getting 
their  narratives  to  be  believed  in  all  the  Courts  of 
Chriilendom,  and  helping  them  to  make  their  bon- 
fires for  their  fucceffes. 

His  Majefly  is  going  this  night  to  vifit  the  Queen 
at  Tunbridge ;  for  which  he  had  not  leifure  till  now. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  moll  afFedionate  fervant. 

P.  S.  Let  your  cmiffaries  give  you  a  particular  ac« 
count  of  the  condition  of  the  Dutch  fleet  gotten  into 
Zealand,  and  of  the  readinefs  they  are  in  to  come  out 
again  ;  with  an  exadt,  account  of  their  ftrength  if  it 
be  poflible.  Monfieur  Nypho  will  help  to  convey  it 
fpeedily  to  us. 

From  the  Earl  of  Clarendon, " 

SIR,  Worcefter-Houfe,  Auguft  2, 1 666. 

I  Have  many  excufes  to  make  you  for  not  acknow- 
ledging all  your  letters  pundtually  when  I  re- 
ceived them,  which  I  fuppofe  would  give  you  fome 
trouble  :  and  I  am  fure  all  I  can  fay  to  you,  by  way 
of  information  or  advice,  is  conftantly  and  abundant- 
ly fupplied  by  the  diligence  of  my  good  friend  my 
Lord  Arlington. 

The  laft  favour  I  received  from  you  was  of  the  23d 
of  this  month  ;  ilnce  which  time  it  hath  pleafed  God 
to  give  a  wonderful  improvement  to  our  affairs  :  and 
yet  I  am  perfuaded  that  you  there  know  more  of  the 
full  extent  of  the  late  great  viftory  than  we  do.  In 
all  mens  view  it  is  very  great  and  noble,  and  in  one 
refpeft  very  wonderful,  th^t  almoft  the  whole  fleet 
that  went  from  hence  rides  now  before  the  enemies 
harbours,  without  being  compelled  to  fend  any  con- 
H  h  2  fiderable 
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fiderable  number  of  dietr  (hips  10  be  repaired' :  and  I 
believe  this  fuccefs  \^i}l  change  the  meafures  of  tnofr 
of  the  ccnjnfela  in  ChriftendoiAr  I  wifli  witir^  nly 
heart  it  may  work  upon  them  from  whom  ycm^  Court  * 
muft  receive  its  orders,  tatnOVe  with  a  little  more  vk 
gourin  their  refblutions :  the  want  of  whiehrwUl  at 
fome  time  or  other  prove  fatal  to  that  ^monarchy; 
They  have  it  yeC  in  their  power  to  fecure  themfelFes 
from  ever  receiving  prejudice  from  the  French ;  which 
I  take  to  be  the  only  blefilng  they  arc  to  pray  for  in 
this  world  :  but  k  will  not  be  always  in  their  power 
to  do  fo. 

I  prefume  my  good  friend  Ogniate  is  befbre  this) 
time  arrived  there  with  good  fatisfaftion  :  and  I  wflT 
not  deny  to  you  I  always  wifhed  well  to  thofe  tranf* 
a£l;ions,  the  conceflions  being  (in  truth)  no  other  than 
what  in  juftice  ought  to  be  granted  ;  except  we  would 
declare  to  th)e  world,  that,  whilft  we  have  a  war  with 
Holland,  we  will  have  nope?cc.wich  Flanders.  I  wifli 
with  all  my  heart  that  it  jhay  be  pundkually  and  re- 
ligioufly  obfcrvcd  on  our  part,  by  the  exemplary 
punrlhment  of  thofe  pcrfom  who  in  the  leaft  degree 
violate  the  proteftion  agreed  upon.  And  though  there 
will  be,  as  you  fay,  a  great  latitude  for  them'  to  co- 
ver the  Dutch  trade  -,  yet  that  cannot  be  long  without 
difcovery,   and  they  will  thereby  render  themfclves 
infamous  to  the  world,  and  will  fuffer  accordingly.  I 
know  the  Marquis  of  Caftel-Rodrigo  will  be  as  jea- 
lous in  that  affair  as  pofTible :  and  Ogniate,  who  was 
the  fittcft  perfon  alive  to  be  fent  on  that  errand,  will 
be  vigilant  to  the  utmoil ;  and  i  am  confident  will 
advertife  the  Marquis  upon  the  leaft  difcovery.     I 
know  not  whether  he  be  enough  known  to  you  ;  but, 
truft  me,  he  is  very  worthy  of  your  friendfliip,  which 
is  due  to  him  from  all  good  Englifhmen,  having  ex- 
preffed  the  fame  veneration  to  the  King,  and  the  fame 
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civility  and  kindncfs  to  us,  who  had  the  honour  at 
the  fame  time  to  attend  his  Majcfty,  when  we  were 
in  Flanders,  as  he  can  do  now,  when  we  arc  at  White- 
hall. And,  as  that  refpeftof  his  was  then  of  great 
ufe  and  benefit  to  his  Majcfty,  fo  it  was  apparently 
to  hisown  prejudice  and  difadvantage  -,  fo  that,  if  we 
are  not  all  kind  to  him,  we  deferve  no  more  fuch 
friends.     I  am.  Sir,  your  afFeftionate  fervant. 

From  Sir  William  Coventry. 

SIR,  September  21,1 66  j. 

Since  my  laft  to  you,  I  have  acquainted  his  Ma* 
jefty  and  his  Royal  Highnefs  with  your  having 
difpofed  the  blank  palleS  fent  to  you  ;  and  that  the 
people  of  thofe  countries  were  ftill  defirous  of  thofe' 
pafles  ;  though  there  was  another  provifiod  made  for 
their  fecurity,  by  the  agreement  with  M.  Ogniate  : 
whereupon  his  Majcfty  pve  confcnit  to  the  fending 
over  fome  more  of  them*  3y  this  conveyance  I  fend 
you  five  of  them.  More'  (ball  be  fent  hereafter,  if 
you  continue  to  defire  them :  but  I  thought  not  fit  to 
fwell  this  pacquet  too  much. 

The  French  fleet  hath  been  in  the  Channel,  and 

Prince  Rupert*s  fleet  having  been  driven  from  their 

anchors  with  a  ftorm,  and  by  other  fvich  accidents, 

he  did  not  meet  with  them  at  thbiriirft  coming ;  and 

now  we  are  uncertain  whether  they  areiiot  gone  back 

again.     To-morrow  will  tell  us  more  of  that  than  I 

can  now  affirm.   The  ilorm  which  drove  Prince  Ru*- 

pert's  fleet  from  their  anchors  difperfed  fome  of  the 

French  fleet,  and  feven  of  them  on  the  right  fell  into 

our  white  fauadron  :  one  of  them  (a  (hip  called  the 

Ruby)  of  fifty-four  guns,  and  five- hundred  men,  we 

took ;  and  ibme  of  our  frigates  purfucd  the  reft,  with 

)vhat  fuccefs  I  know  not  as  yet.     I  am  apt  to  believe 

the  bodyof  their  fleet  is  gone  back  again  towards  Brefl: 

fi  h  3  or 
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or  Rocliel.    We  hear  De  Ruyter  is  dead»  and  another 

Admiral  chofen. 

This  day  the  Parliament  votedthat they  Will  fup^ 
ply  his  Majefty  proportionably  to  his  occafions,  or 
words  to  that  eifed  ;  fo  our  neighbours  will  fee  our 
hearts  do  not  fail  us  in  all  our  misfortunes.  -  I  ami 
Sir,  your  moft  affedionate  humbk  fervanc-  ., 

From  the  Duke  ofOrmond. 

SIR,  Kilkenny,  Oftober  14,  i666, 

I  Have  more  of  yours  to  acknowledge  than' I  have 
by  me  to  take  particular  notice  of.  They  were 
very  pertinent  informations  as  things  then  went :  and 
fome  of  them  got  hither  with  fo  much  fpeed,  that  they 
out-ran  any  intelligence  I  could  get  out  of  England. 
To-morrow  I  ftiall  be  in  y<>ur  livery,  and  perhaps  try 
whether  your  Bruflels  camlet  will  refill  Irifli  rain,  as  I 
have  known  it  do  that  of  Flanders.  I  muft  thank  you 
for  the  prefent,  as  coming  very  feafonably,  both  in 
refpeft  of  the  time  of  the  year,  and  that,  for  aught  I 
can  yet  find,  my  Michaelmas  rent  would  hardly  have 
purchafcd  two  cloaks  :  and  that  your  ftuflfwiil  make 
me,  if  I  fliall  be  honeftly  dealt  with. 

I  know  both  from  hence  and  out  of  England,  you 
are  informed  of  all  that  paflcs  here.  The  Commif- 
fioners  and  their  dependents,  I  mean  lawyers,  and  the 
train  belonging  to  that  Court,  have  all  the  bufinels, 
and  will  have  all  the  money  ;  and  confequently,  if 
they  pleafe,  much  of  the  land  contended  for,  and  to 
be  diuributed.  In  England  they  are  revenging  upon 
us  here  the  falling  of  their  rents,  but,  1  doubt,  not 
Repairing  themfelves  ;  they  have  us,  and  perhaps  the 
King,  at  an  advantage  :  the  King  mufl:  be  fupplicd> 
and  England  only  can  do  it.  I  wifli  we  coiild  hear  of 
fome  overtures  towards  peace  ;  then  would  the  King 
be  freed  from  a  ncceflity  of  confenting  to  unrcafon- 

able 
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aUc  things  ;  or  we  fhould  be  the  better  able  to  bear 
the  interdifture  of  our  trade  with  England  :  for  to 
that,  upon  the  matter,  the  fbrbidding  us  to  fend  our 
cattle  to  their  markets  will  amount.  I  am  very  really. 
Sir,  your  moft  aflfeftionatc  fervant. 

From  Sir  William  Coventry. 

SIR,  Whitehall,  November  2,  r666. 

I  Have  received  the  favour  you  did  me  of  the  5th, 
N.  S.  and  received  with  it  the  bill  of  exchange  for 
fifty  pounds,  which,  I  doubt  not,  will  fuddenly  be 
paid.  I  owe  fo  many  of  thofe  advantages  to  your 
care  and  kindnefs,  that  they  become  ordinary,  and 
do  not  leave  me  any  new  expreflions  for  my  thanks. 

We  have  great  expeftatioiis  what  the  Swedes  army 
at  Bremen,  and  the  new  confederation  againft  them,' 
will  produce.  We  hear  the  Duke  of  Savoy  and  the 
State  of  Geneva  are  falling  out,  which  probably  will 
not  want  partners  in  its  fuccefs  :  fo  that  the  influence 
of  Sixiy-fix  will  extend  itfelf  farther  than  the  puri- 
tans allowance  for  the  Revelatipns  to  be  fulfilled  in, 
which  they  confine  to  England, 

We  are  debating  (till  in  Parliament  which  way  to 
raife  money,  but  we  draw  nearer  a  conclufion  ;  and  t 
believe  the  next  week  will  bring  it  to  good  maturity. 
I  am.  Sir,  your  moft  affectionate  humble  fervant. 

From  the  Duke  ofOrmond. 

SIR,  Dublin,  December  18,  1666. 

YOurs  of  the^Vpaft  found  me  on  my  way  hitter, 
where  I  propofe  to  fpend  the  reft  of  the  winter. 
How  the  fummer  will  be  fpent,  fecms  very  doubtful ; 
our  preparations  for  the  war  would  make  one  think 
we  are  fure  of  a  peace ;  which  may  be  well  faid 
without  any  reficftion  on  the  King  and  his  Miniftcrs. 
H  h  4  I  am 


4.8.0        iMtars  of, Sir  lf^iiia»  Tia^i, 

I  Ml  once  to  thank  you  for  your  great  civiUty  .ta 
my  nephew  Clancarty^  in  whofe  confkleratioii.  ypu 
have  undertaken  to  endeavour  a  pafs  for.Colowi 
Murphy,  and  for  the  diipofition  of  the  money  the 
Colonel  was  ordered  (if  he  thoughcfit)  to  put  .into 
your  hand.  I  have  by  this  poft  ^tten  to  Sir  John 
Shaw  to  draw  it  into  England  when  he  fliall  find  it 
belt  *,  and  I  am  prepared  to  pay  the  Colonei  here. 

I  believe  you  heard  as  foon  of  the  fupprefllon,  as 
of  the  r^ifing,  of  the  Scottiih  commodmi  \  perhaps 
equal  credit  would  not  be  given  in  Holland  to  been. 
It  made  me  haften  hither,  and  prepare  myfelf  to  have 
kept  Cbriilmas  in  the  North,  if  the  rebellion  had  laft^^ 
cd.  What  difcovery  will  be  made,  and  juftice  done 
upon  the  ofienders,  you  will  xeceive  fooner  knowledge 
of  out  of  England,  than  from  hence.  I  am  vJEry 
confident  they  had  well-wifhers  here  ;  which  s  a 
good,  or  rather  a  bad,  ftep  to  correfpondency,  as  dqit 
is  to  conjundion,  Thofe  that  think  well  of  Preiby- 
terians,  difUnguifh  thofe  fellows,  and  call  them  R^- 
monftrators.  I  think  the  true  difference  is,  thefe 
thought  they  had  power  to  change  the  government, 
and  the  other  do  wifh  they  had. 

When  you  are  at  kifure,!  wifh  to  know  what  kind 
of  fort  is  raifed  at  Charleroy,  and  what  number  of 
men,  horfe,  and  foot,  it  will  contain.  I  am,  with  all 
feality,  Sir,  your  moid  afie&ionate  humble  fervant. 

From  the  Duke  afOrmond. 

SIR,  Publin,  January  29, 1667. 

TH  E  fuccefs  of  your  negotiations  gives  no  man 
greater  fatisfa£Uon  for  the  part  you  had  in  it, 
than  to  me.  The  happy  confequences  which  may 
reafonably  be  expected  from  the  conclufion  of  that 
p^aty,  may  extend  farther  and  laft  longer,  than  I 
{^aye  had  time|  fince  I  received  yours  of  the  24th  inr 

ftanr. 
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ftant,  to  confider.  I  confefs,  my  firft  refledbions  were 
upon  the  good  effed  it  will  have  at  home,  and  the 
gpod  humour  it  is  likely  to  put  the  Parliaiiient  in  at 
their  firft  meeting  ;  which  I  look  upon  as  the  foun- 
dation of  all  other  advantages  to  be  derived  from  It 
by  reputatk>n,  and  all  the  gpod  efiedbs  of  that  amongft 
our  neighbours.  I  (hould  be  glad  to  hear  where  6v 
when  you  are  like  to  fix^  that  my  letters  may  be  con- 
veyed to  you  when  I  think  they  may  be  worth  your 
receiving  from.  Sir,  your  mqft  afiedtionate  humble 
fervant* 

From  my  Lord  Amiajador  Coventry. 

SIR,  Breda,  Auguft  4,  N.  S.  1667. 

YOURS  of  the  29th  July  I  have  received,  and 
thank  you  for  it.  I  doubt  not  but  by  this  time 
you  have  hesuxi  of  the  feveral  treaties  of  peace  figned 
here  the  Ir  of  July.  We  were  fo  very  bufy  in  dif- 
patching  away  Sir  John  Coventry  for  England  with 
the  treaties,  that  I  had  not  leifure  till  now  to  give  vou 
an  account  of  it.  That  between  the  States  and  us 
confifteth  in  an  abfolute  abolition  of  all  pretences  on 
either  fide,  each  to  remain  matters  of  what  they  were 
in  poflefiion  of  the  4v  of  May  1667  •,  what  (ince 
taken,  to  be  reftored^  as  to  lands  and  fortrefles :  (hips 
are  yet  liable  till  after  publication,  when  ^11  hoftili- 
ties  are  to  ceafe  within  twelve  days  in  the  Channel, 
and  fo  propordonably  in  other  feas  ;  then  the  whole 
treaty  of  1662  renewed,  and  we  both  to  make  ufc  of 
the  articles  between  France  and  this  State  for  contra- 
band goods,  till  fuch  time  as  we  can  agree  <)f  one  be- 
tween ourfelves.  The  reft  is  a  reftoring  of  the  treaty 
in  1 662,  as  to  all  its  articles  except  the  eleventh, 
wherein  our  pretentions  are  contained.  As  to  the 
fi&  of  navigation,  you  will  hear  much  noife,  that  that 
^  repealed.     There  is  no  fuch  thing  •,  neither  doth 

the 
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the  article  about  that  matter  give  the  Sutes  any  m<we 
advantage,  than  as  I  conceive  the  a<a  gave  them  be- 
fore. At  to  the  French,  we  rcltere  all  to  each  other 
that  each  hath  taken,  and  all  things  done  put  in  ob- 
livion.    As  to  Denmark, the  debt  he  owed  the 

Hamburgh  company,  France  ftanding  very  firm  to 
him  upon  the  point  -,  and  theif  greateft  argument  was, 
that  it  was  not  a  debt  contradted  by  him  or  his  father; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  impofedon  his  father  for  hav- 
ing aflifted  the  late  King  ;  and  befides  they  gave  us 
6ur  choice  either  to  agree  thus,  or  to  account  for 
what  had  been  taken  on  each  fide,  and  render  :  the 
latter  was  thought  the  rilore  prejudicial  to  the  King 
our  Matter  •,  and  lb  this  hath  pafled.  And  there  is, 
I  think,  the  fubftance  of  the  three  treaties. 

How  or  where  this  letter  will  find  you,  we  know 
not  :  for  we  here  believe  Bruflels  beficged,  and  that, 
according  to  the  fafhion  of  this  year's  campaign,  is 
little  lefs  than  taken. 

All  public  Minifters  have,  or  will  have,  left  this 
town  within  a  day  or  two,  except  ourfelves.  To- 
morrow fortnight  they  all  meet  here  again,  expefting 
he  ratification.  I  am  Sir,  with  very  great  fincerity, 
your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant. 

From  my  Lord  Hollis. 

SIR,  Breda,  July  4,  N.  S.  1 667, 

I  Have  received  yours  by  my  Lord  Stafford's  fer- 
vant, and  fee  you  have  put  off  your  journey  hither 
in  expeftation  we  might  be  removing  hence  ;  and  for 
which  it  feems  the  Marquis  de  Caftel-Rodrigo  is 
:>leafed  to  exprefs  himfelf  with  fo  much  civility  and 
cindnefs  towards  us  ;  for  which  both  my  Lord  Am- 
>aflrador  Coventry  and  myfelf  do  return  our  moft 
lumble  thanks.     But  it  will  not  be  poflible  that  we 

can 
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can  remove  fo  foon ;  fo  as  affuredly  you  will  have  time 
enough  to  do  us  that  favour,  and  very  gladly  we  fhall 
receive  it  from  you  ;  when  we  may  at  leifure  difcourfc 
of  the  prefent  pofture  of  our  affairs,  and  make  thofe 
fad  refleftions  which  they  deferve  ;  and  which  will  be 
much  fitter  for  a  conference,  than  to  be  fet  down  ii> 
paper.  I  fhall  referve  them  till  then,  and  in  the  mean 
time,  and  ever,  retrain.  Sir,  your  very  affcftionate 
^nd  moft  humble  fervant. 

From  my  Lord  Ambajfador  Coventry. 

SIR,  Breda,  Augufl  {J,  1 667. 

I  Am  very  thankful  to  you  for  the  buck  you  fent  us; 
and  it  came  very  well,  and  fo  feafonably,  that  I 
made  ufc  of  fome  of  it  the  very  morning  it  came.  We 
have  no  news  to  fend  you  from  hence,  but  that  we 
are  now  altogether  employed  in  jollity,  and  cxpeft 
our  fhips  to  give  us  fome  fea  phyfic,  to  purge  the  ex- 
ceffes  we  make.  Your  health  is  not  only  what  we 
drink,  but  what  we  pray  for.  The  firfl  part  hath  alrea- 
dy been  ufeful  to  digefl  our  venifon,  and  the  other  we 
referve  for  more  important  confider^tions.  In  conclu* 
fion,  we  hear  more  of  drums  and  trumpets  (ince  the 
peace,  than  we  did  in  the  war  ;  though  I  hope  this 
will  not  be  fb  fatal  a  noife  as  they  make  at  Lifle.  I  am 
forry  both  for  the  want  of  your  company,  and  the 
reafon  of  it.  Now,  our  own  peace  is  done,  I  could  wifh 
with  all  my  heart  Chriftcndom*s  were  fo  too.  Sir,  I 
pray  believe  me  to  be,  what  I  very  fincerely  am,  your 
moft  faithful  humble  fcrvant. 


From 
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From  my  *  Lord  Lijle. 

SIR,  September  26,  1667. 

Oince  I  had  your  lad  letter,  I  have  made  you  na 
l3  acknowle^ment  of  it :  a  retirement  is  in  ficvc- 
ral  refpefts  like  the  night  of  one's  life,  in  the  obfcu- 
ricy  and  darknefs^  and  iq  the  fleeplnefs  and  dofednefs  : 
which  I  mention  to  put  you  m  mind  that  I  am  only 
by  my  pofture  of  life  apt  to  be  failing  towards  you. 

What  is  of  Court  or  afiemblies  near  us,  is  at  my 
Lord  Crofts's.  Sir  Thomas  Ingram  this  fummcr 
hath  made  no  noife  at  all.  Old  Lady  Devonihire 
keeps  up  her  feafls  ftill ;  and  that  hath  been  of  late 
Mr.  Waller's  chief  theatre  :  the  aflembly  of  wits  at 
Mr.  Comptroller's  will  fcarce  let  him  in :  and  poor 
Sir  John  Denham  is  fallen  to  the  ladies  alio.  He  is 
at  many  of  the  meetings  at  dinners,  talks  more  than 
ever  he  did,  and  is  extremely  pleafed  with  thofe  that 
leem  willing  to  hear  him  ;,  and  from  that  obligation 
exceedingly  praifes  the  Dutchefs  of  Monmouth  and 
my  Lady  Cavendifli ;  if  he  had  not  the  name  of  be- 
ing mad,  I  believe  in  molt  companies  he  would  be 
thought  wittier  than  ever  he  was.  He  feems  to  have 
few  extravagancies,  befides  that  of  telling  ftories  of 
himfelf,  which  he  is  always  inclined  to«  Some  of  his 
acquainunce  fay,  that  extreme  vanity  was  a  caufe  of 
his  madne&,  as  well  as  it  is  aneflfedt. 

All  perfons  of  note  hereabouts  are  going  to  their 
winter-quartej-s  at  London.  The  burning  of  the 
city  begins  to  be  talked  of  as  a  ftory.like  that  of  the 
burning  of  Troy.  At  Sheen  we  are  like  to  be  bare  : 
Lady  Luddal  fcems  uncertain  in  her  flay  5  and  we 
hear  that,  when  Sir  James  Sheen  and  his  Lady  were 
r^dy  to  come  from  Ireland,  great  cramps  took  my 

♦  Afterwards  ^arl  of  Leiccflcr. 

Lady 
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Lady  in  her  limbs  :  and  Sir  James's  fervants  doubt 
whether  we  fhall  fee  him  this  winter. 

I  dcfire.  Sir,  your  leave  to  kifs  my  Lady  Temple's 
hands,  and  my  Lady  Giffard's  hands,  by  your  letter. 
My  daughter  and  I  were  in  difpute  which  of  us  two 
fhould  write  this^  time  to  Bruffels  ;  and,  becaufe  I 
was  judged  to  ha^e  more  leifure,  it  fell  to  me,  and 
my  Lady  Temple  is  to  have  the  next  from  her. 

I  wifti,  you.  Sir,  all  good  fucccflcs  in  your  buCnefs, 
and  am  your  very  afFcdiohate  fervant. 

From  the  Earl  of  Sandwich. 

SIR,  Madrid,  September 27,  1667. 

THIS  begs  your  pardon  for  my  not  writing  by 
the  laft  poft,  andprefents  you  my  humble 
thanks  for  that  letter  I  Ihould  then  have  acknowledged, 
and  another  of  September  7,  N.  S.  which,  with 
many  advices  very  confiderable  and  defireable  to  be 
known,  gives  me  one  particular  fatisfadtion,  to  hear 
that  one  copy  of  the  treaty  is  in  fo  certain  a  way  of 
getting  home.  There  are  two  more  gone  by  fea, 
one  from  Calais,  Auguft-  2,  N.  S.  the  other  exprefs 
by  a  veffel  from  Rigo  inCallicia,  Auguft  31,  N.  S. 
defigned  to  fet  a  gentlemah  of  my  company  alhore  in 
Ireland  on  the  fouth  part;  which courfe  I  direfted  as 
a  certain  way  to  avoid  the  danger  of  the  fea,  and  no 
very  tedious  way  of  paffage;  I  fuppofe  all  thefe  like- 
ly to  arrive  in  England  much  about  a  time. 

This  place  affords  not  much  confiderable  news  to 
return  you.  Our  Portugal  adjuftment  keeps  the  pace 
of  the  accuftomed  Spanifh  gravity  (if  it  proceed  for- 
ward at  all.)  They  have  here  removed  the  Prefident 
of  the  Hazienda,  (or,  as  they  call  it,  jubildr^d  him) 
giving  him  his  falary  ftill  of  6oco  ducats^  annum^ 
for  his  own  life,  his  wife's  and  his  eldeil  fon's  ;  and 
alfo  have  given  him   (ome  other  confiderable  Afer- 

ce4es.\ 
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cedes ;  and  have  made  Don]  Lopez  dc  los  Rois  Pre* 
fident  de  Hazienda  in  his  room.  This  laftis  Cafiil- 
lo's  near  kinfman  and  creature,  the  other  a  near  kinf* 
man  of  the  Duke  of  Medina's  de  las  Torres. 

The  Conde  de  Fwenfalidais  lately  dead  (a  Grandee 
of  Spain.)  My  chief  bufmefs  here  is  a  longing  expec- 
tation to  hear  of  the  treaty  I  have  made  here  ta  be 
received  in  England,  which  now  I  daily  fhall  hope 
for  'y  and,  as  any  thing  thence,  or  here,  occurs  woith 
your  notice,  it  (hall  be  prefcnted  you  by.  Sir,  jour 
moft  affedionate  and  mod  humble  fervant. 

From  the  Earl  of  Sandwich. 

SIR,  Madrid,  December  J},  1667. 

I  Hope  from  your  goodnefs  to  find  pardon  for  mif- 
fing the  other  poits,  but  dare  not  adventure  your 
patience  to  fail  this  alfo,  though  I  am  now  hurried  by 
bufmefs,  fo  that  I  have  not  time  fo  largely  and  con- 
fiderately  to  write  as  I  defire.  Be  pleafed  then  to 
know  that  Mr.  Godolphin's  journey  to  Portugal  fuf- 
fered  fo  much  delay,  until  it  was  found  neccflary  that 
I  mull  go  in  perfon  thither  -,  and  then  he  refolved  to 
make  ufe  of  the  King  my  Mailer's  leave  to  return  in- 
to England,  and  began  his  journey  for  Bilboa  on 
Tuefday  morning  laft.  You  know  the  value  of  Mr. 
Godolphin  fo  well,  that  it  is  needlefs  to  tell  you  my 
griefs  in  parting  from  one  of  the  moft  accompli/hed, 
worthy,  and  generous  friends  that  ever  I  met  with  : 
and  am  heartily  glad  that  your  friendfhip  and  mine 
do  alfo  convenire  in  aliquo  tertio. 

My  journey  for  Portugal  hath  almoft  met  with  as 
many  or  more  calms  than  Mr.  Godolphin's  :  and,  in 
good  earned,  I  am  not  able  to  give  you  any  light, 
whether  it  be  likely  to  proceed  or  no. 

The  Spaniards  have  reformed  two  regiments  of 

Germans  at  Badajos  5  very  good  officers  they  fay, 

3  and 
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and  arc  rcfolvcd  never  to  fervc  the  Spaniard  more. 
The  King  of  Spain  has  had  the  fmall-pox  ;  but  is 
fo  recovered,  as  they  fear  no  danger. 

In  Portugal,  Don  Pedro  is  made  Governor  to  af- 
fift  his  brother  in  the  fame  nature  as  his  mother  did 
when  ihe  was  Regent  :  and  the  addrefles  are  made  in 
the  fame  manner. 

The  Queen  is  returned  to  a  convent,  aflerting  her- 
felf  to  be  a  maid  :  and  the  King  has  under  his  hand 
and  oath  delivered  the  fame.  So  the  Queen  purfues 
the  caufe  among  the  church-men  to  have  the  mar- 
riage declared  null.  There  are  Cortes  to  be  called 
there  January  1,  N.  S.  On  the  7th  inftant,  N.  S. 
the  Marquis  of  Sande  ( the  Ambaflador  that  brought 
the  Queen)  was  fhot  and  killed  in  the  ftreet  with  a 
carabine,  and  no  body  knows  who  did  it. 

I  wifh  you  a  very  merry  Chriftmas,  and  am  moft 
afFedionately,  Sir,  your  moft  faithful  and  moft  hum- 
ble fervant. 

P.  S.  If  I  go  to  Portugal,  pray  continue  our  cor- 
refpondence  to  Mr.  John  Werden,  a  Gentleman  wor- 
thy of  your  favour,  and  very  able  and  fecurely  my 
friend,  who  does  me  the  favour  to  continue  in  my 
houfe,  and  manages  the  King's  buHnefs  in  this  Court 
in  my  abfence,  and  will  fend  me  your  letters. 

From  Monfieur  GourvilU.      De  Monfieur  Gourville. 

Lunehurg^  Jan.  A  Lunebourg,  28, 

S  IRj                 28, 1668.  Monfieur,         Jan.  1668. 

BY  a  copy  of  the  letter  writ-  p  A  R  la  copie  de  la  Uttre  qut 

ten  from  the  King  of  Eng-  ^  fa  Majefte  Britannique  a, 

land  to  the  States,  I  under-  cmte  aux  Etats  des  Provinces 

ftand  you    are    a    peaceable  Unies^  fapprens  que  vous  etes 

man  :  and  the  memorial  you  un  homme  pacifique ;  la  memoire 

have  given  to  defire  commif-  que  vous  avez  prefentee pour  de* 

Coners,  in  order  to  examine  mander  des  cornmijaires  pour 

jointly   with    you    into    the  chn\her  enjemblc  tes  moxens  ds 

means  par- 
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means  for  a  good  peace,  makes 
us  believe  that  you  defire  in 

food  earned  to  eive  repofoto 
'hriftendom.  You  know  I 
have  alvvays  defuied  it ;  but 
however  it  will  be  the  more 
agreeable  to  fee  it  done  bv 

four  hands.  In  good  earneft, 
am  glad  the  King  of  Eng- 
land has  made  choice  of  you 
Tor  fo  great  and  important 
an  aiHMr :  when  his  Majefty 
knows  your  merits,  I  allure 
myfelf  you  will  be  always  in 
the  grcatcil  employments ;  and 
I  allure  you,  that  I  (hall  al- 
ways be  making  wifhes  for 
j^our  advancement,  till  I  fee 

irou  made  Chancellor  of  Eng- 
^d.  In  the  mean  time  I 
Ihall  be  ever,  Sir,  your  moft 
humble  and  obedient  fervant. 

P.  S,  If  you  have  a  defire 
to  make  the  peace,  I  look  up- 
on it  as  very  far  advanced ; 
the  Princes  here  fhew  their 
defire  of  it.  I  did  not  think 
to  (lay  in  this  country  above 
eight  or  ten  days  ;  yet  here  I 
am  after  four  months.  Pray 
let  me  know  whether  you 
think  the  affemWy  will  be  at 
Aix,  and  near  what  time,  that 
,1  may  keep  my  lodgings  there ; 
and, if  you  will  tell  me  in  con- 
fidence the  opinion  you  have 
of  the  peace,  I  fhall  be  obliged 
to  you :  mine  is,  that  you  may 
make  it  if  you  pleafc ;  but  I 
am  not  yet  convinced  whether 
you  can  hinder  it,  if  Monfieur 
de  Witt  has  fo  much  defire 

to 


parvemr  a        i    m^fmr^  Ah 
fairicrmrii      CiStmUdttm 

Stti      s  i   lurltrifmi 

tChretiiHie.  FmsjOnMcm^ 
\  €Jitmtngmarsf9mmti\mm 
i  fenufiratmtimtpbisi^iiiti^ 
gelavwrfmti  ditfkrttmmm: 
tout  iehm  ji  mt  rgfrnds  ftu  jb 
MtjM  Briummpu  vmu  mt 
I  mfi.pvwr  um  fi  grmuU  &  jt 

^9rtante  affatri^  ^jumd  m 
.  nmttra  vtirt  meriu^je  itfrf- 

trifiiivomaurix  tmgmrs  Itt 
plus  grands  emplois  %  bf  je  v$ia 
affurgdi  la  mtiUnarifn  du  mm* 
de^  qtujufpfa  a  quejevous  V9fi 
CbaHcelur  iAi^Uttrrt^  /#/&rw 
teuJ9urs  dis  varax  pour  votrt 
avaiKiiMHtm  Mt'ifi  attendnKt^ 
jeferai  tiujours  plus  veritable^ 
ment  que  Urjimie  du  rrunde^ 
vitre  ires  humble  bf  tres  obfif- 
font  ferviteur. 

P.  S.  Sivousavez  bien  envie 
de  faire  la  paix^  je  la  tiensfart 
avancie  ;  us  Primes  icitemMg* 
nent  la  dtjirer :  je  ne  croyots  de^ 
meurer  en  cepa'is  id  que  bust  m 
dix  jours,  ti  niy  voila  au  bout 
de  quaire  mois.  Je  vous  prie  dt 
me  mander  Ji  vous  croye^  que 
ton  s* ajjimblcra  a  Atx^  &r  a  peu 
pres  le  tems^  afin  que  ji*y  fyffi 
retenir  ma  chambre  :  ^  Ji  veus 
voulez  conjidemment  me  mander 
r  opinion  que  vous  avez  de  U 
paixjje  vous  en  feral  oblige.  Lm 
mienne  eft  que  ft  vous  la  voulez 
que  vous  la  Jerez  :  mais  je  ne 
Juis  pas  fe  convaincu  que  vous 
la  puiffuz  empecher^Ji  Monfieur 
de  ff^tt  a  autant  efenvie  de  la 
fairOy  comme  bien  de  gens  k 
crojtni^ 
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(b  mate  It,  as  'many  people 
believe,  according  to  what  I 
*m  told. 


croyent^  felon  a  fue  ton  nfin 
mande. 


From  Monjieur  Gcurvilte.      De  Monfieur  Gourville* 


Luneturgy  Feb. 
SIR,     .  22,1668. 

AL  L  your  modeft  rcafon- 
ing  will  not  hinder  me 
from  believing  that  SLoy  other 
Minifter  the  King  of  England 
could  have  fent  to  the  Hague^ 
would  not  have  finiflied  in 
many  months  what  you  have 
done  in  four  days.     Without 
flattery,  it  is  a  thing  you  ought 
to  be  extremely  fatisfied  with. 
I  fufpcSed  at  firft,  that  you 
had  made  this  treaty  by  fome 
concert  with  the  Marquis  of 
Caftel-Rodrigo  :   for,  though 
the  King  my  matter  has   fo 
much  rcafon  to  be  content  to 
fee  him  grant  what  his  Ma- 
jefty  demanded,  neverthelcfs 
the  bad  counfel  of  the  Spani- 
ards has  put  them  in  a  condi' 
tion  to  receive  your  work  as 
the  fafety  of  what  remained  to 
them  of  Flanders.     I  never 
lamented  my  abfence  from  the 
Hague  but  fince  I  knew  you 
were  there.     I  cannot  yet  tell 
what  time  I  fhall  be  obliged 
to  ftay  here,     Monfieur  de 
Lionne   having  charged  me 
from  the  King  with  fome  or- 
ders in  this  court,  which  I  have 
reafon  to  believe  will  accom- 
modate   my    affair?.    I    am 
ftror>gly  pcrfuaded  the  King 
Vol.  I.  my 


A  Lunebourg,  22 

Monfieur,        Fevr^  i668« 

CT'Oute  la  modejltedd  vitre  raU 

-*  fonmment  ne  m\mpechera 

pas   de  croire,  que  Uutauin 

Mtn^Jlre  que  fa  Majefie  Bri* 

tanmque  eut  erevoyt  a  la  Hayi^ 

tiauTQit  pas  fait  in  bien    di 

mots  a  que  vous  avez  achevi  en 

quatre  jours,     Sansflaterie  c'ejl 

une  chofe  qui  vous,  aoit  extreme* 

ment  fatisfaire.     J^ai  d'abord 

foupfonne  que  vous  aviezfait  a 

traite  de  quelque  concert  avec 

Monfieur  le  Marquis  de  Cajlel* 

Roarigo:^  car  encore  que  le  Rot 

mon  Mabreait  tantjujet  diitre 

content  de  le  voir  accorder  ce  quUi 

a  demande ;  neanmoins  le  me" 

chant  confnldes  Efpagnols  les  a 

mis  en  it  at  de  recevoir  voire  cu- 

vrage  comme  Ujalut  de  ce  qui 

leur  refera  aux  Pais-  Bas.    Je 

riauois  point  regrette  mon  ab^ 

fence  de  la  Haye  que  defuisaue 

jefai  que  vous  y  etes  :je  ne  jaw- 

rois  encore  f avoir  U  terns  que  je 

feral  oblige   de  demeurer  ici  ; 

Monfieur    de  Lionne    m'ayant 

charge  de  la  part  du  Roi  de 

quelques  ordres  en  cette  cour^ 

tant  que  fai  lieu  de  croire  que 

cela  accommodera  mes   affaires. 

Cefi  pourtant  un  chemin  qui  me 

peut  conduire  a  cette  fin  :  je  fuis 

ires  fortement  perfttade  que  le 

I  i  Roi 
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my  mafter  will  hold  to  the  al- 
ternative^ Monfieur  de  Lion- 
ne  having  fent  me  word  that 
his  Majefty  was  content  with 
what  you  had  done  at  the 
Hague ;  and  that,  if  the  man- 
ner of  it  had  heen  a  little  more 
obliging,  there  were  nothing 
more  to  be  defired.  Thefe 
Princes  mightily  defire  the 
peace  upon  your  conditions  ; 
the  league  of  the  Rhine  is  ex- 
tremely fatisfied  with  it ;  fo 
that,  in  aK  appearance,  Spain 
may  do  what  they  pleafe  ;  for 
this  time  their  country  (hall 
6e  faved,  no  thanks  to  them. 
I  would  fain  know  whether 

{ou  think  o^  going  to  Aix.  I 
ave  a  great  mind  to  fee  this 
Degotiation :  and  I  (hould  have 
nothing  to  defire,  if  I  were 
Aire  to  find  you  there. 

I  fee  by  this  bufinefs  here, 
that  the  peace  will  be  made  ; 
or  elfe,  that  there  will  be  a 
great  war  ;  but  I  rather  think 
the  former.  And,  if  they  wiH 
fct  me  come  no  more  to 
France,  it  is  there  (at  Aix)  I 
defign  to  refide  for  the  reft  of 
my  life.  I  doubt  not  but  they 
will  let  me  take  one  turn  to 
Paris  to  fee  if  I  can  make  my 
peace  ;  but  I  fear  they  will 
raife  infupportablc  difficulties. 
I  defire  you  ta  believe  me 
always,  Sh-,  your  moft  humble 
and  moft  obedient  fervant. 

It  may  be  I  (hall  fee  you  at 
the  Hague  foouer  than  you 
think. 

From 


Roi  men  MaUre  ft  tlemirm  s 
rabemattve,  MonJuMor  Jk  li* 
onne  nCa  rnande  que  fa  Maj^ 
etoit  content e  de  ce  que  voms  «- 
viexfait  a  la  Haye  :  far  ^f 
lafcfon  en  eut  ete  un  peu  flm 
migeantfy  il  rCy  auroit  eu  rim 
a  deftrer.  Ces  Princes  idjm^ 
haitentfort  la  faix  aux  eikS* 
tions  que  vous  la  vovlez,  /aire: 
la  ligui  du  Rhln  en  e/l  tresfatif- 
faite^  ainfi  felon  les  apparemm 
Us  Efpagnols  auront  beaufmre, 
on  fauvera  Uur  pais  en  deM 
d^eux  pour  cette  fois  ici*  Je 
voudroisbienfavoirfi  vous  creje% 
aller  a  jlix  ;  jai  fort  etruie  de 
voir  cette  negociation^  bt  je 
n^aurois  rien  a  dejirer  fi  je  >i* 
vols  vous  y  trovucTn 


Je  vol  par  cette  affaire  id^ 
qne  lapalx  cefera^ou  quefefera 
une  grande  guerre  ;  mats  tout 
me  fait  croire  le  premier  i  i^  A 
on  ne  veut  point  de  mci  em 
France^  je  nCen  vai  prendre  mom 
parti  pour  U  rejle  de  mes  jouru 
Je  ne  doute  point  que  Von  ne  me 
laiffefaire  un  tour  a  Paris  peter 
voirftjepourroisnCaccommoder  j 
man  je  crains  que  Pon  ne  mefaf^ 
je  des  d'lfficultcs  infupportables. 

Je  vous  fupplie  de  me  croire 
toujours,  Monfieur^  votre  trh 
humble  t5f  trcs  obiiffant  fervi- 
teur. 

Je  pourrai  peut-etre  vous  veir 
a  fa  Haye  plutit  que  vous  nt 
pcnfe^. 

Da 
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From  Monjieur  de  Witt^         De  Monfieur  de  Witt. 


Haguty  Feb. 
STR,  25,1668. 

'T*  HE  bearer  hereof  deliver- 
*•    cd  me  the  letter  you  did 
jne  the  honour  to  write  to  me 
from  Antwerp  of  the  24th  in- 
ftant  ;  wherein  I  behold  with 
pleafure  your  zeal  and  dili- 
gence for  the  advancement  of 
our   common  affair ;  as  alfo 
the  good  difpofitions  that  your 
offices  have  already  railed  in 
the   mind    of  the  Marquis  of 
Caftel-Rodrigo,  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  more  fatisfa6>ory 
declaration  wc    (hall  receive 
upon  the  common  rcqueft  to 
be  made  him  from  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  and  this  State. 
I  delayed  not  to  communicate 
and  deliberate  the  contents  of 
the  faid  letter,  with  the  States 
CommiiHoners  deputed  upon 
the  fubjcft  of  our  laft  nego- 
tiations ;  and  we  hope  you 
will  judge  as  we  do,  that  it  is 
abfolutely  neceffary    for   his 
Excellence  to  declare  himfelf 
withoutfarther  delay  orrefervc, 
agreeably  to  what  is  concluded 
between    England    and    this 
State,  without  defiring  before- 
hand any  concert  more  par- 
ticular than  that  which  is  made, 
figned,  and  ratified,  between 
us  and  our  Matters  :  for  fince 
the  King  of  France  has  feen 
by  his  laft  conqueftshow  weak 
and   negligent  the  Spaniards 
arc,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that,  if 
the 


A  la  Hayc,  25 
Monfieur,        Fevr.  1668. 
T  Etorteur  de  celU-ci  nCa  lien 
•^-^  dellvre  la  lettre  qu^ilvous  a 
pM  me  fair e  Fhonneur  de  wV- 
crire  d  Anvers  U   2^i  de  ce 
moisi  ^  fy  at  vu  avec  agre- 
merit  U  zele  i^  la  diligence  qui 
vous  avez  apportepmr  Pavance^ 
ment  de  noire  affaire  commune  ; 
comme  aujji  les  bonnes  difpofitions 
que  V05  offices  ont  dejafait  naitre 
dans    lifprit    de  Monfieur    le 
Marquis  de  CaJfel-RodrigOy  ^ 
rapparencecTune  declaration  plus 
fatisfaifante  que  nous  recevrons 
fur  la  priere  commune  qu^on  lui 
vafaire  de  la  part  du  Koi  de  la 
Grande  Bretagne  ^  de  cet  Etat^ 
Je  nai  pas  tarde  de  communis 
quer  (ff  delibcrer  le  contenu  de 
ladite  lettre  avec  les  Commijfaires 
des  EtatSy  deputes  fur  lejujet  di 
nos  demieres  negociations  ;  fcf 
noui  efperons  que  vous  jugere% 
avec  nous  qu'il  eji  abfolument  ne^ 
ceffaire  quefon  Excellence  fe  de^ 
clare  fans  plus  de  delai  (^  fant 
aucune  rejerve  conformement  i 
la  difpofttion  de  ce  qui  efl  conclu 
entre  t  Angleterre  far  cet  Etot^ 
fans  deftrer  au  preamble  aucun 
Uncert  plus  particulier  que  celui 
qui  efl  fait  ^figne^  faf  ratifie  entre 
nous  &  par  nos  Maitrei.    Car 
puifque  le  Roi  de  France  a  vHt 
par  les  dernlers  progrcs^  commi 
les  Efpagnols  font  foibles  fa*  ne^ 
gligens ;  il  e/t  a  apprehmder  que 
I  i  2  / 
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the  Marquis  lets  the  month  of 
March  expire  without  plainly 
declaring  himfelf  as  we  defire, 
the  King  of  France  may  be 
very  glad,  after  the  expiration 
of  th«  faid  term,   not  to  be 
obliged,  by  virtue  of  his  word 
given,  to  make  the  peace  up- 
on the  alternative,  but  may 
make  ufe  of  the  time  and  dif- 
order  of  the  Spaniards,  to  fur- 
prife  Luxemburg,  and  a  great 
part  of  what  remains  to  the 
King  of  Spain  in  the  Nether- 
lands ;  and  to  order  his  affairs 
afterwards  as  occurrences  (hall 
happen.    The  States-  General 
arc  obliged  and  entirely  refolv- 
ed,  in  cafe  of  refufal  from  the 
King  of  France,  or  any  cva- 
iions  from  that  fide,  after  it 
has  been  infinuated  to  him 
that  the  Marquis  has  accepted 
(either  part  of  the  alternative, 
to  execute,  in  the  moft  vigo- 
rous manner  pofliSle,  what  is 
contained  in  our  third  fepar;ite 
article  ;  and  by  confequence. 
Jointly  with  England^  to  break 
into  open  war  again  ft  France, 
to  afl  in  concert,  not  only  for 
defence  of  the  Netherlands, 
but,  alfOf  and  above  all,  to  at- 
tack and  infeft  France  by  fea, 
by  defcents,  invafions  into  the 
country,  and  all  other  ways. 
But  becaufe  it  may  be  prcfup- 
pofed  in  public,  that  the  King 
of  France,  after  having  given 
his  word  to  the  States,  and  af- 
terwards by  a  circular  letter, 
not  only  to  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  and  th«  (aid  States,  but 
aifo 

3 


fi  Monfiiwr  li  Martpin 

tcouUr  U  mots  dt  Afars 

s^etre  declare  nettement^  conmu 

nous  le  deRrons^  le  Rot  de  Franct 

nefoit  ires  atfe  de  rCitrepas  ok^ 

lige  aprh  F expiration  en  vertu 

defa  parole  donnee^  de  faire  la 

paix  fur  F alternative  ;  XST  ^'/Z 

fufe  ferve  encore  du  terns  &  du 

dejordre  des  Efpagnoh  pourfitr^ 

prendre  en  mime  fa f  on  le  LtiX' 

embourg^  l^  une  grande  partU 

de  ce  qui  rejle  au  Roi  ^Efpagni 

dans  U  Pai's-Bas  ;   W  pourfi 

regler  par  aprh  felon  les  occur- 

rences,     Les  Etats  Generauxfi 

trcuvent  obliges  ^  entieremeni 

refolus^  au  cas  de  rifus  du  Rn 

de  France^  ou  des  echappatoirei 

rechtrches  defon  cotCy  apres  qu*9H 

lut  aura  infmue  que  Monjuur  U 

Marquis  ait  accepte  Furu  nt 

Fautre  partie  de  Faltemativt^ 

iexecuter  en  la  maniere  la  pbu 

vigour eufe  que  faire  fe  pourra^ 

le  contenu  du  troifume  de  nos  or- 

iiclesfcparcs  \  par  confequent  de 

rompre  conjointement  avec  FAn^ 

gleteire  en  guerre  ouveTte  contre 

la  France^  d*agir  de  concert  non 

feule?fient pour  la  defenfedu  Pats-^ 

Bas  ;  wais  aujfi  (^  furtoitt  tat" 

taquer  l£  iihommodcr  la  France 

de  leurs  forces  maritimes  \  l^ 

mcme  par  des  defcentis^  ou  in^ 

vafions  dans  le  Pa'isj  ^  en  totdi 

autre  maniere:  mais  d'autant 

qiiil faut  prefuppoftr  publique- 

mentj  que  le  Roi  de  France^  i7- 

prh  avoir  donne  fa  parole  par 

une  kttre  drcuoire^  non  feule* 

ment  du  Roi  de  la  Grande  Bre- 

$agne  isf  aux  dits  Etats,  mars 

aujji 
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alfo  to  many  Princes  of  Ger- 
many, will  not  break  a  pro- 
mile  fo  foleninly  made;  we 
cannot  by  any  means  enter  in- 
to concert  and  league  with 
Spain,  before  this  cafe  efFe<Slu- 
ally  arrives;  and  we  think 
that  fuch  a  league  and  concert 
made  before  the  feafon  would 
be  likely  indeed  to  produce  the 
effe^  the  Marquis  defires  ; 
but  which  is  far  from  his  Ma- 
jcfty  of  England's  aim,  or 
that  of  the  States  ;  for  you 
cannot  but  know,  that  his  Ex- 
cellence would  prefer  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war  with  our 
aiSftance,  to  the  conclufionpf 
the  peace  upon  the  alternative; 
and  hisMa^efty,  as  well  as  the 
States,  prefers  this  peace  before 
the  continuance  of  a  war, 
whereof  they  muft  bear  all  the 
coils,  and  all  the  profit  be  to 
the  King  of  Spain.  Now,  we 
comprehend  very  well,  that 
fuch  a  concert  and  fuch  a 
league  as  his  Excellence  de- 
fires, would  put  the  King  of 
France  upon  an  abfolute  ne- 
ceffity  of  continuing  the  war ; 
becaufe,  if  he  ihould  comply 
after  fuch  a  league  made  with 
his  enemies,  it  would  appear 
publickly,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  it  by  this  bond,  and  confe- 
quently  by  his  enemies  them^ 
felves.  And  therefore  the 
matter  is  judicioufly  enough 
propofed  by  his  Excellence  for 
arriving  at  his  end  ;  but,  fince 
it  would  make  us  mifs  of  ours, 
we  hope  you  will  put  the 
M^rcjuis  off  it,  and  make  him 
quit 


auffi  a  plufuun  Princes  Jt  AUe- 
magnty  ne  voudrapas  numquer  a 
une  promeffe  ft  foUmmUement 
donnee ;  nous  ne  pourrions  en  aU" 
cune  fofon  entrer  en  concert  &r 
ligue  avec  fEfpagnCy  avant  qu€ 
ce  casfoit  effe£five7nent  arrive  : 
W  nousjugeons  qi^un  tel  concert 
W  um  telle  ligue  faite  devant  la 
faifon^feroitfort  capable  de  pro^ 
duire  Peffet  que  Monjieitr  U 
Marquis  fouhaite^  mais  qui  ejl 
tout  a  fait  eleigne  du  hut  defa 
Majejie  de  la  Grande  Bretagne^ 
(5f  de  leurs  Hautes  Puijfances  ; 
car  11  ne  pfut  vous  etre  inconnu 
que  fan  Excellence  preferreroit  la 
continuation  de  la  guerre  avec  nos 
fecours^  a  la  conclujion  de  lapaix 
fur  r alternative.  Et  fa  Ma^ 
jefte  aujji  bien  que  leurs  Hautes 
Puiffancespreferent  cette  paix  a 
la  continuation  ^  une  guerre  dont 
ilsferoient  obliges  de  porter  toU" 
tes  lei  depenfes^  bf  dont  tout  It 
profit  feroit  pour  le  Roi  iEfpag- 
ne,  Or^  ncus  comprennom  fort 
bien  qu'ftn  tel  concert  ^  une  tel-- 
le  ligue  que  f on  Excellence  deftre^ 
mettroU  le  Roi  de  France  dans 
une  necejjite  ahfolue  de  continuer 
la  guerre  ;  d'autant  que  fe  ren* 
dant  apres  une  telle  ligue  faite 
(ivec  fes  ennemisy  il  paroitroit 
publiquement  qu*il  y  fik  oblige 
pgr  cette  liaifon^  6f  par  confe^ 
quentparfes  ennemis  mimes ;  £sf 
partant  I  affaire  efl  judicieuft^ 
meni  propojee  par  fan  Excellence 
pour  paruenir  a  Jon  hut ;  mais 
puifque  elle  mus  feroit  per  ire  le 
notrcj  nous  efperons  que  Vfiu^  eti 
detoumerez  Monjieur  le  Mar^ 
quis,  CsT  que  vous  luiferez  per- 
I  «  3  ^ri 
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quit  all  hopes  of  engaging  us, 
by  the  force  of  his  great  geni- 
us,to  enter  of  our  own  accord, 
where  wc  have  no  mind  to 
come  but  upon  a  fatal  ncccf- 
fity.  I  think  his  Excellence 
rioes  wrong  to  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  States, 
in  not  trufling  their  afFc<9ion 
and  their  honour,  which  are 
concerned,  as  well  as  their  in- 
tcreft,  after  the  alliance  and 
the  peace  they  have  already 
made  together :  but  if,  after 
his  Ejxellencc  has  accepted 
cur  propofitlons,  the  King  of 
France  (hall  happen  to  draw 
back  or  Tctk  cvafions,  then  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
States- General  entering  into 
the  party,  and  even  into  a  rup- 
ture with  France,  it  will  be 
very  iuft  and  proper  to  concert 
with  his  Excellence  after  what 
manner  to  aft  in  the  territory 
of  the  King  his  Matter  ;  and 
yet  in  the  mean  while  not  o- 
mit  entering  into  zcWon  with- 
out the  lead  lofs  of  time. 
Thercfcrc  it  will  be  no  way 
necefTary  for  me  to  be  upon 
our  frontiers  towards  the  end 
propcfcd  by  his  Excellence, 
which  bef.des  will  be  wholly 
impoiTible  for  me  ;  much  lefs 
to  fend  any  body  from  hence 
to  BrufTcls,  fmce  the  States- 
Deputies,  who  are  there  at 
prefent,arethe  famcwe  fhould 
<:hufe  for  the  end  defired  :  for 
I  afTure  you  I  can  name  no 
body  in  whom  the  States  as 
well  as  I  in  particular  can  have 
greater 


Jre  teute  ejperoftcg  de  nefmnm 
fas  far  Jon  grande  geme  mime 
mus  engager  .cemnu  par  gaytk 
de  cauTy  cu  mvs  ne  v^uUks  w-~ 
nirju'aucasd'une/atale  metrf' 
Jite.  II  me  fembU  quejm  Ex-f 
cellence  ferGtt  tort  au  Km  de  h 
Grah'de  Bretagne^  CjT  atex  EtaU 
Ghterouxy  de  ne  fe  fier  fas  i 
kur  affe£fion  W  a  User  bawmar^ 
dent  u  y  va  Ji  him  que  de  leetr 
interety  apris  la  Uaifon  &  lefSM 
fi'ils  one  fait  d^a  enfemUe, 
Mais  ft  of  res  qt^elle  aura  accefti 
nosfrofojitionsy  leRoi  de  France 
vient  a  reailer^  ou  a  chercber 
des  echappatotres ;  alors  le  Res 
de  la  Grande  Bretagne^  £s^  les 
Btats  Generauxy  entrant  dans  le 
fartiy  W  nteme  en  rupture  avec 
la  France^  ilfera  tres  a  pfopos 
que  fon  concert e  avec  fin  Excel- 
let:ce  la  mamere  dent  en  agira 
dans  le  territoire  du  Rci  Jin 
Maitre  \  fsf  que  pour  tant  ton  ne 
laijfe  pas  cetendant  d'entrer  en 
action  fins  la  moindre  ferte  de 
terns,  II  ne  J  era  dene  nudanent 
necejfaire  que  je  me  trouve  fir 
nosfroniicrs  pour  la  fn  fropofee 
par  foil  Excellence y  ce  que  dad- 
ieurs  mefcroh  tout  afiit  impcfi 
ftble  \  &  encore  hicn  moins  Pen 
envcye  quelquun  d*ici  a  Bruxel- 
leSy  dautant  que  les  Deputes  des 
Etats  qui  s*y  trouvcntprefintc^ 
menty  Jcfit  ceux-la  mime  que  Ton 
powTGit  chcifir  pour  la  fin  de^ 
firee  ;  vouspourjant  ajfurcr  que 
je  ne  ^cuvois  nommer  perfinncy 
en  qu:  PEtat  auffi  hten  que  moi 
enparticuiier^  puijfent  avoir  plus 
de  corficnce^  dont  ils  vcus  dm^ 
nergnf 
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-greater  confidence,  whereof  I 
do  not  doubt  but  they  will  give 
you  proofs,  as  well  as  of  their 
iincerity  and  good  condu£l. 
I  defire  you  therefore.  Sir,  to 
tife  them  with  as  much  free- 
dom as  me,  and  I  will  engage 
they  (hall  do  the  fame  by  you. 
And,  if  you  have  been  at  all 
fatisfied  with  my  manner  of 
tranfafting,  as  I  have  been  ex- 
tremely with  yours,  that  you 
will  be  alfo  fatisfied  with  that 
cf  the  faid  Deputies. 

For  the  reft  wc  approve  ex- 
tremely the  diligence  you  make 
on  all  fides  in  fending  to  the 
Minifters  of  the  King  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  States  now  at 
Paris  :  and  from  your  com- 
mon offices  we  promife  to  our- 
felves  an  univerfal  peace  in 
Chriftendom,  to  the  great  ad- 
vantage of  the  public,  and  the 
eternal  glory  of  yourfelves, 
which  no  man  defires  more 
than  he  who  is.  Sir,  your  moft 
humble  and  moft  a^edionate 
fcrvant. 
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mront  fans  doute  des  preuves^ 
aujji  bien  que  de  leur  integrite  faT 
di  leur  bonne  condulte.  ye  voui 
fuppUe  doncy  Monfieur^  d*ufer 
avec  eux  de  la  mime  franchife^ 
dont  voHS  avez  uje  envers  moiy 
i^  je  vous  demeure  gar  and  qi^ 
eux  de  leur  cite  en  uftront  de 
mime  :  l^  fi  vous  avez  ete  en 
quelque  faconfatisfait  de  ma  ma- 
niere  dagir^  commeje  Fat  ete  de 
la  vitrey  que  vous  le  ferez  tout 
a  fait  de  ceiU  defdiu  Deputes  dg 
VEtat. 

Au  rejte^  nous  approuvom 
fort  les  diligences  que  vous  ferex 
de  part  CsT  if  autre  direifemeni 
aux  Miniflres  du  Rju  de  la 
Grande  Bretagne  C5f  de  cet  Etat 
a  Paris  ;  l:f  nous  nouspremet'* 
tons  de  vos  offices  communs  la  paix 
univerfelle  de  la  Chretientiy  au 
grand  profit  du  public^  ^  a  la 
gl9ire  eternelle  de  vos  perfonnes  : 
laqucUe  vous  fouhaite  avec  au-- 
tant  d^affe£fion  que  perfonne  du 
mondcy  celui  qui  eft ,  ^  qui  de- 
meurera  a  jamais  y  Monfieur^  vo* 
ire  tres  fnmtble  6r  tris  affeSli^ 
onni  ferviteur. 


From  Monfitur  de  Witt.        De  Monficur  de  Witt. 


Haguey  March  5, 

SiRy  1668. 

iT  is  with  great  fatisfa<5tion 
^  that  I  have  learned  from 
your  difpatch  of  the  2d  in- 
ftant,  and  by  that  of  the  De>- 
puties  of  this  State,  the  pro- 
vifional  fuccefs  it  has  pleafed 
Cod  to  grant  to  your  carejs 


A  la  Haye,  5 

Monfieur,       Mars,  i668. 

/^'y/  ete  avec  beaucoup  de  fa^ 

^  tisfaSiim  quefai  apprispar 

%/Stre  depiche  du  2d  de  ce  mois^ 

^par  celle  de  Meffieurs  les  De» 

putis  dePEtaty  le  fuccis  provi^ 

fennel  qu'il  a  plu  au  bon  Dieu 

d^oiireyer  avosfoim  V  a  votre 

I  i  4  dire^im 
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and  applicatioii  to  the  Mar- 
quis of  Caftel-Rodrigo ;  and  I 
doubt  not  but  the  conduS  you 
have  ufed  to  difpofe  thofe  of 
the  Council  of  State  of  this 
country  to  conform  to  his  Ex- 
cellency's opinion,  will  be  ap- 
plauded by  them.  I  hope,  be- 
fore the  receipt  of  this,  you 
will  have  received  from  his 
Excellence  a   declaration  in 
form,  and  in  writing,  couched 
in  clear  and  fatisfadory  terms, 
without  any  ambiguity  or  ob- 
fcurity  ;  and,  in  fhort,  fuch  as 
will  leave  no  occafion  or  pre- 
text to  France  to  find  any 
thing  to  objeQ  againfl,   but 
what  (hall  put  them  to  a  nc- 
ceflity  of  declaring  themfelves 
plainly  on  their  fide,  upon  the 
conditions  and  articles  of  our 
convention,  and  fliall  put  us 
out  of  doubt  and  trouble  of 
what  we  have  to  do.  For  my- 
felf,I  (ball  endeavourall  I  can, 
that  this  State  fball  be  put  in 
a  poflure  of  entering  vigorouf- 
Iv  and  efFcSually  upon  the  de- 
fence of  Flanders,  in  cafe,  af- 
ter a  plain  and  fatisfaflory  an- 
fwer  from  his  Excellence,  the 
King  of  France  (hall  leave  us 
any  apprehenfions  of  his  en- 
deavouring to  make  farther 
progreffcs    in    this   country, 
which  we  cannot  fuppofe  with- 
out the  prejudice  of  fufpe^ing 
that  the  faid  King  will  falfify 
his  word  given,  and  the  pro- 
mife  fo  folemnly  made  by  his 
public   and  circular    letters; 
^hjch  God  foibid,  and  which 
bowcYt:r 


dhre&im  attprh  dk  Aia^pA  S 
CaJiel'RMdng$  ;  &>  w  dmt^ 
point  fue  la  cmduite  qm  «Mf 
av€%  Umu  p9kr  afpofer  umx  dm 
Qm/til  iEtat  ie  ce  fw  ik 
ctnfcrmer  au  fmtiment  dt  Jm 
ExcMiMi^  niffimft  kwr^ 
ptau£JfinuHi.    yefpireqiudi' 
vant  que  ceUi-a  vwsftra  m- 
dui^  V9Ui  aurez  npt  dejim  Ex^-^ 
celknce  um  diclaratian^  drnms  U$ 
fomus(^par  ecrit^  cntcbit  em 
termes  clairs  &  jaiisfaifants^ 
fans  aucune  amhiguite  ctt  ehfcw- 
rite  ;  ^  enfin  ulU  qui  ne  laijfi 
aucune  occafion  ni  mime  aucwn 
pretexte  a  la  France  ^y  trm^ 
ver  quelque  cbofe  a  redire  ;  mais 
qui  la  fnette  en  neceffte  de  fe  dt* 
clarer  aujfi  di  fon  cite  nettemenf 
fur  les  ccnditicm  &  articles  de 
nitre  convent ion^  ^  nous  hers  de 
doute  s^d^embarrasdece  quenous 
avonsafaire.  Quanta  moiyjeru 
manquerai  pas  de  tenir  la  main 
a  ce  que  FEtat  fe  mette  tout  a 
fait  en  ps/Iure  de  fcuvcir  ac- 
courir  vigour eufement  l^efficace^ 
ment  a  la  defenfe  du  Pais-Bas 
en  cas  qu'apres  une  declaratim 
nette  ^  fatiifaif^mte  d/e  fon  £x- 
ceUence^  U  T^ot  de  France  nous 
laiffe  encore  de  V atprebenjien  de 
plus  grands  progres  que  fa  Ma^ 
jefle    voudroit  tacher  de  faire 
dans  le  meme  pau  ;  ce  que  nous 
nepGUVons  pas  prefuppofer  fans 
ftre  preoccupe  dunfoupfon  que 
iedit  Roivoudreitbienfimffirfa 
par9le  donuhj  ^fapr^ffefi 
folenmeUement  faite  par  des  let^ 
tres  pMques  bf  circulaires  :  ee 
-qM  Dictt  neplaife  \  l^  u  qme 


and  other  Minijlers  of  State.  497 


however  common  prudence 
fliould  make  us  fuppofe  to  be 
poffible,  that  we  might  not 
negled  the  means,  whereof 
we"  have  fo  often  difcouifed, 
and  upon  which  the  States 
have  given  order  to  their  Am- 
bafladors  in  England,  to  con- 
cert more  particularly  with  the 
King  of  Great  Britam  and  his 
Miniilers. 

You  have  farther  obliged 
me  by  not  giving  a  copy  of 
my  foregoing  difpatch  to  the 
Marquis ,  fince  in  my  opinion 
he  might  have  made  ufe  of  it 
to  provoke  and  anger  die  King 
of  France,  and  oblige  him,  as 
it  were  in  point  of  honour,  to 
be  obftinate  in  the  war  againft 
the  defire  and  intention  of  the 
King  of  England  and  the 
States ;  but  by  giving  his  Ex- 
cellence fo  much  part  therein, 
as  to  read  to  him  our  feparate 
articles  ;  that  is  what  I  can- 
not but  entirely  approve,  aj 
being  wholly  agreeable  to  my 
manner  of  proceeding,  as  well 
as  your  precaution,wherewith 
you  kept  the  common  caufe 
from  the  danger  above-men- 
tioned, in  not  giving  him  a 
copy. 

For  the  reft,  I  refer  myfelf 
to  what  the  Deputies  of  the 
States  (ball  have  already  told 
you  upon  the  contents  of  youc 
former  difpatch,  and  to  what 
they  (hall  communicate  to 
you,  from  time  to  time,  of 
the  intentions  of  their  High 
^ightineilcS)  and  iball  ever 
remain 


pourtant  la  prudence  vent  oui 
nous  nousjigttrionscomme  pofftble^ 
pour  ne  negliger  pas  Us  moyens 
dont  nous  nous  fommts  himfnt- 
vent  entreienus^  ^  fur  U/quels 
Us  Etats  ont  donne  ordre  a  Uurs 
Jimbajfadeurs  en  AngUterre  de 
concerter  plus  particuHeremeni 
avec  U  Rot  de  la  Grande  Bri'^ 
tagne  ^  fts  Miniftres* 

Vous  n^avez  encore  oblige  de 
fC avoir  point  donne  copie  de  ma 
precedentt  depiche  au  Marquis  j 
puijque  a  mon  jugementy  on  au^ 
roit  pu  s*enfervir  pour  aigrir 
W  picquer  U  Roi  de  France^  (jT 
pour  tobliger  en  quelque  fofon^ 
par  point  d^bonneur^  a  s^opinia^ 
trer  dans  la  guerre  contre  U  bui 
^  foubait  du  Roi  de  la  Grande 
Bretagnej  V  des  Etats  Gene^ 
raux.  Mais  que  vous  ayex 
donne  part  a  fin  Excellence  par 
leBure  de  nos  articUs  fepares^ 
c\JTce  queje  nepuis  q%t  approu^ 
ver  entierementycomme  etantfort 
conforme  a  ma  maniere  tagir 
fcf  de  proceder  ;  aujji  bien  que  la 
precaution  dont  vous  avez  ga* 
ranti  la  caufi  commune  dufudit 
danger  y  en  ne  Im  en  ayant  point 
donne  copie. 

Au  refte^je  me  remets  a  ce 
que  Mejfieurs  Us  Deputes  de  t 
Etat  vous  auront  deja  dit  V 
temoignefur  U  contenu  de  voire 
depiche precedente^ &  ace qt^iU 
vous  commxmiquiront  de  terns  en 
tems  det intention  deleurs  Hau- 
tes  Puijfances  :  tf  demeurerai  u 
jamais  celm  qui/uis  avec  pafi 
Jmty 
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remain  what  I  am  with  paf- 
fion.  Sir,  your  mod  afFe<^o- 
nate  and  humble  fervant* 


tiormi  bt  ires  t 


tr^trh^itm 
iltJirvtUar^ 


From  MonfieurdeWin.        Dc  Monfieur  dc  Witt, 


Hague^  March 

SIRy  16,1668. 

Y  O  U  R  difpatch  of  the  I  ah 

^  inftant  did  not  come  to 
my  hands  till  the  14th  atnoon, 
the  courier  who  brought  it 
having  not  becndifmiffed  from 
Bruffcls  till  the  13th. 

I  was  very  glad  to  fee  you  had 
at  laftdifpofed  the  Marquis  to 
difpatch  the  Baron  of  Ber- 
geyck  for  Aix  la  Chapelle,  be- 
ing very  much  perfuaded  that 
it  imports  us  mightily  to  have 
a  quick  conclufion  of  the 
peace,  or  elfe  to  fee  clearly  in- 
to the  mod  inward  difpofitions 
of  the  King  of  France,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  the  Spanifh  Court ; 
and  that  all  delay  is  very  pre- 
judicial to  our  intentions,  and 
to  the  interefts  of  Spain.  And, 
that  we  may  be  neither  fur- 
prifed  nor  abufed  on  either 
fide,  I  think,  in  the  prefent 
conjuncture,  two  things  are 
abfolutcly  neceflary  :  the  firft 
is,  that  England  and  this  State 
will  be  furnifhed  by  fca  and 
hnd  ;  and  the  other,  that  we 
take  av/ay,  no:  only  all  law- 
ful caufe,  but  alfo,  as  much 
as  poffible,  all  pretext,  from 
France  to  delay  or  avoid  the 
concluding  and  figning  the 
treaty  of  peace. 

To 


A  la  Haje,  ll 

Monfieur,       Mara,  166S. 

TTQTRBJepicbedH  iim 
^  iecinuismnCmitirm 
qui  U  14171/  aprh  midi  i  U  c 
riir  qui  Pa  appmtUy  ttayami  Hi 
ixpidii  i^  parti  dt  BruxaOis  jar 
k  lyne. 

J*y  at  itifort  aifi  de  voir  ma 
vousavifz  infin  Mjpoje  Manpem 
U  Marquis  de  CaJieURodrip 
a  depicher  le  Baren  de  Bergeyck 
promptement  vers  Aix  la  Coo* 
pelle ;  etant  tris  perfiusde  fil'i 
wms  importe  d  avoir  uneprompte 
conclufien  de  la  paix^  §u  de  vcir 
elair  dans  les  intentions  Us  plsee 
interieures  du  Roi  de  France^ 
auffi  biin  que  dans  celles  de  la 
eour  it  Effagne 'y  t^  que  tout  de^ 
lai  eft  fort  prejudiciable  a  nos  in^ 
tentions  V  awe  interets  de  VEJ^ 
pagne :  ^  afin  que  nous  ne  puijfi^ 
ons  pas  etre  furpris  ou  almjes  da 
cite  ou  iautre^  j^  j^Z^  f^en  Ul 
conjonSiure  prefente  deux  cbofes 
nous  font  abjolument  neceffaires  : 
dont  la  premiere  eji  que  TAngU^ 
terre  y  cet  Etat  foient  hienar^ 
mes  par  mer  ^  far  terre  \  ^ 
Pautre  qi4*on  ite  non  feuUment 
ioute  caufe  legitime^  mats  auffi 
tant  que  faire  fe  pourra^  tout 
pretexte  a  la  France  de  deldier 
ou  def quiver  la  conclufion  (ff  la 
ftgnaturedu  traiti  de  paix. 

P9Hr 
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To  fatisfy  on  our  fide  for 
the  firft  point,  we  are  refolved, 
as  foon  as  the  feafon  will  per- 
mit, to  fend  into  the  field  all 
our  cavalry,  which  confifts  of 
7300  horfe,  and  provifionally 
25  regiments  of  our  foot,  for 
which  the  chief  rendezvous 
fhall  be  at  Bergen-op-zoom, 
or  thereabouts  j  from  whence 
there  will  be  a  convenient 
march  in  a  few  days  into  moft 
part  of  the  King  of  Spain's 
places  in  the  Netherlands. 

We  have  alfo  given  order 
for  equipping  48  (nips  of  war 
above  the  number  commonly 
ufed  for  guard  and  convoy  ; 
and  the  otates  have  already 
given  order  to  their  Ambafla- 
dors  in  England,  to  concert 
with  ihe  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  his  Minifters,  upon 
the  number  of  (hips  and  men 
that  each  party  (hall  be  ob- 
liged to  have  ready,  and  in 
what  time.  Befides,  the  De- 
puties of  the  States  have  this 
day  finally  agreed  with  the 
^linifters  of  the  Dukes  of 
Brunlwiclc  and  Lunebourg,  to 
bring  into  the  fervicc  of  this 
State  three  regiments  of  horfe, 
and  3000  foot  j  and  I  hope  the 
treaty  will  be  figned  tomor- 
row, or  the  next  day.  And, 
farther,  they  are  going  here  to 
augment  the  old  muitia  by 
new  levies,  to  the  number  of 
12,000  men,  with  the  troops 
of  the  faid  Dukes,  which  arc 
to  enter  into  the  fervice  of  the 

3  Slate : 


au premier  point j  nous  fommes 
refilus  de  mettre  en  campagne^ 
aujfttot  que  la  faifon  le  pourra 
permettre^  totite  notre  cavaierie^ 
qui  confijle  en  fept  mi  lie  iff  tr  oil 
cens  chevaux^  i^  proviJionnelU" 
ment  vingt  cinq  regimens  de  no» 
ire  infanteriey  pour  lequel  U 
principalrendezvousferaa  Berg" 
opzoom  i^  aux  environs  ;  pka 
fort  commode  pour  pouvoir  de  la 
nous  jetter  en  peu  de  tems  dans 
la  plupart  des  places  du  Ret  it 
Efpagne  au  Pais-Bas, 

Jufft  avons-nous  donne  ordre. 
pour  T equipage  de  quarante  iff 
huit  vaijfeaux  de  guerre  par  def^ 
fus  le  nombre  qui  fert  pour  la 
garde  Of  Fefcorte  ordinaire  \  i^ 
il  y  a  deja  quelque  tems  que  lei 
Etats  ont  donne  ordre  a  leurs 
Ambajfadeurs  en  Angleterre  di 
concerter  avec  le  Roi  de  la  Gran^ 
de  Bretagne  l^fes  Minijlresfur 
le  nombre  iff  la  quantite  des 
vaijfeaux  iff  hommes^que  chacun 
s'obligeroit  d" avoir  tout  pret  i^ 
en  quel  tems.  Outre  celales  Z)/- 
puies  de  rEtatfont  tombes  au-- 
jourihuiJinaUment  ^accord  a^ 
vec  lei  Minijlres  des  Dues  do 
Bronfwich  iff  d^^unebourg^ 
pour  /aire  pajfer  au  fervice  de 
cet  Etat  trois  regimens  de  cava^ 
lerie^  iff  trois  miUe  hommes  it 
pled ;  i^fefpere  que  le  traite  en 
pourra  itrejigne  demain^  ou  tf- 
presdemain\  i^  au  furplus  va^ 
t'on  ici  encore  augmenter  la  vi^ 
eille  milicepar  de  nouvelles  levees 
jufques  au  nombre  de  douze  mi  He 
hommeSj  y  compris  les  troupes 
defdits 
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.State  :  and  I  will  not  fail  of 
helping  what  I  can  to  the  ac- 
6ompIi{hing  ofall  this,  as  foon 
as  it  can  be  done  by  the  con- 
ftitutioh  of  the  government. 
And,  if  you  approve  all  thefe 

{reparations  and  diligence,  as 
hope  you  will,  fmce  they 
fcem  very  ncceflary,  and  no 
way  ofFenfive,  fince  he  who 
really  dcfircs  the  peace,  will 
fmd  in  it  his  fupport  and  ad- 
vantage ;  and  that  thefe  forces 
(hall  not  be  employed  till  the 
laft  neceffity  againft  him,  that 
by  his  wilfulnefs  would  difap- 
point  Chriftcndom  of  the  be- 
nefit of  it ;  I  defire  you,  by 
your  letters,  to  make  the  ex- 
hortations neceflkry  to  the 
King  of  England  and  his  Mi- 
nifters,  that  they  may  not  fail 
on  that  fide  to  make  the  like 
preparations  and  diligence. 


As  to  the  fecond  point,  I 
think  it  imports  much  that 
the  Marquis  ofCaftel-jRodrigo 
{hould  explain  himfelf  upon 
w*hich  of  the  two  conditions 
propofed  bjjhe  alternative,  he 
pretends  to  have  accepted  ; 
wherein  there  feems  the  lefs 
difficulty,  fince  his  Excellence 
will,  without  doubt,  explain 
himfelf  for  the  abandoning  the 
places  the  King  of  France  has 
conquered  the  laft  campaign, 
with  their  dependencies.  But 
then  I  think  it  will  be  our  in- 
^creft 


ief£ts  Dues  pa  paffhrmA  wa 
fervice  dt  cet  E\  ri  :  (f  jgne 
numquerai  pas  de  tenir  la  wmom^ 
b^  de  prejfir  autani  qiiilmeU' 
rapo^iMetpit  toutce  qmedgjut 
ait  Jon  accompUffement  le  fl&^ 
tit  qu^il  Je  pourrafaire  felm  h 
conjlitution  de  ce  gouxjtrmnwtU 
Et  Jivous  approyve:!^  touUs  ca 
preparations  (^  diligences ^  cem* 
me  je  Fefpere^  ^  qu^elUs  me 
femhlent  fort  necejfaires  CsT  mi- 
lement  offenfantes  ;  tautemt  ne 
celui  qui  vcudra  la  paix  reeue* 
menty  y  trouvera  Jon  appaiV 
fan  avantage;  V  que  leur  em- 
plot  fera  de  la  demiere  neceffiti 
contre  cehii  qui  par f on  opiniatre^ 
te  en  voudroit  frujlrer  la  Cbre* 
tiente  ;  je  vouijupplie  de  /aire 
Us  exhortations  necejfaires  par 
vos  lettres  au  Roi  de  la  Grande 
Bretagne  IS  a  fes  MiniJireSy  tf- 
fin  que  de  ce  cote-la  on  ne  man-- 
que  pas  de  faire  de  femblables 
preparatifs  ^  les  mime  diligent 
ces. 

^ant  au  fecond  point  J  je  croi 
qt(*il  import e  grandement  que 
Mvnfieur  le  Marquis  de  Q^el- 
Rodrigo  5*expliquej  laquelle  des 
deux  condition spropopes  par  F al- 
ternative il  entend  avoir  accept e  : 
en  quoi  il  me  femble  tent  moins 
de  difficult i J  que  c^efl  fans  con^ 
tredit  quefon  Excellence  s^expli- 
quera  tour  rahandonemcnt  des 
plqces  que  le  Roi  de  France  a 
conquis  la  campagne  pajsee^  avec 
leurs  dependences  :  mats  ce  fera^ 
ce  me  femble  J  alors  de  nitre  inte- 
rit  6*  de  nitre  devoir  de  tra- 
Viiillfr 
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vaiUer   fuijfamment    afin   que 


tereft  and  duty  to  endeavour 
that  Tome  reafonable  exchange 
be  made,  for  places  far  in  the 
heart  of  Flanders,  againft  pla- 
ces latelytaken  in  the  Franche 
Compte,  or  others  that  fliall 
be  more  for  the  advantage  of 
France  and  lefs  for  the  incon- 
Yenience  of  Spain  and  us. 


Beffdes,  to  take  all  pretext 
from  France  which  they  may 
pretend  to  make  upon  a  defed 
of  powers  in  the  faid  Marquis, 
either  in  the  principal  matter, 
or  by  default  of  a  claufe  of 
fubftitution,  or  otherwife  ;  I 
think  it  will  be  very  neceflary 
that  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  States-General  fhall 
be  obliged  to  ratify  and  ac- 
complim  whatever  (hall  be 
treated  and  concluded  at  Aix  ; 
and  fhall  promife  in  the  firmed 
manner  the  King  of  France 
can  defire,  to  oblige  Spain  in 
cafe  of  neceiEty  to  the  faid  ra« 
tification  and  accompli (hment, 
by  all  their  forces  both  by  fea 
and  land  :  and,  in  (hort,  that 
in  every  occurrence  they  will 
do  very  judicioufly  to  obviate 
all  exceptions  and  delays  which 
can  be  brought  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  peace.  But  far- 
ther, when  we  (hall  have 
brought  the  King  of  France  to 
an  abfolute  necdOity  of  either 
finally  concluding  or  difcover- 
ing  his  intention  contrary  to 
the  peace  ;  in  that  cafe,  upon 
the 


quelque  ecbange  raifonabU  ji 
pdjfe  faire  des  places  Us  plus 
avancees  en  Flandrey  contre  des 
places  nouvellement  occupies  dans 
la  Franche  Ccmpte^  ou  autres 
qui  feront  plus  en  la  bienfeance 
de  la  France^  W  moins  a  Cin" 
cormmdite  de  tEfpagne  &  d§ 
nous  autres. 

De  plus  ;  pour  iter  a  la 
France  tout  pretexte  dont  ellefe 
pourroit  fervir  a  ration  qu^il 
pourroit  y  avoir  quelque  man-, 
quement  au  pouvoir  dudit  Mar* 
quis,  ou  enla  matiere  principa* 
Icy  ou  par  defaut  de  la  claufe  de 
fuhjlitutiony  ou  autrement ;  // 
mefemble  qtiil  fera  tres  necef* 
faire  que  la  Roi  de  la  Grande 
Bretagne  ^  les  Etats  Generaux 
fr  fcffent  fort  de  la  ratification 
ks  de  V accompliffement  de  tout  a 
qui  fera  traite  i^  conclu  a  Jix  ; 
i^  promettent  en  la  manrere  la 
plus  forte  que  le  Roi  de  France 
le  pourra  deftrery  d'obliger  en 
cas  de  befoin  fEfpagne  a  ladite 
ratification^  ^  au  dit  accont" 
plijfenunty  de  toutes  Uurs  forcgs 
par  mer  ^  par  terre  :  l^  enfin^ 
qUen  toute  autre  occurrence  om 
fera  tresjudicieufement  d*obvier 
a  toutes  les  exertions  V  delais 
qui  pourroient  etre  apportis  au 
prejudice  de  la  paix.  Mais  auffi 
quand  on  aura  mis  par  la  le  K»i 
de  France  dans  une  necefftte  ab" 
folue  de  proceder  outre  a  la  con-* 
clufion  finaUy  ou  de  decoievrir 
fon  intention  contraire  a  la  paix  ; 
qu^akrs 
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the  iirft  fiep  France  (hall  make 
to  fruftrate  Chriftendom  of 
liich  a  general  good,  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  and  the  States 
ihall,  without  farther  delay, 
bring  all  their  forces  by  fea. 
amd  land,  not  only  for  defence 
of  the  Spaniards,  but  alfo  for 
the  intent  fpecified  in  the  third 
of  our  feparate  articles,  and 
more  amply  deduced  in  my 
difpatch  of  dre  2Sth  of  Fe- 
bruary lafl. 

For  the  reft,  if  you  have 
received  the  King  of  Great 
Britain's  ratification  upon  our 
laft  marine  treaty,  I  ihall  wait 
till  you  think  proper  to  ex- 
change it  i  upon  which  I  (hall 
endeavour  to  conform  the 
States  to  your  defire  ;  whether 
our  ratification  (hall  be  fent  to 
our  Commiffioners  now  with 
you  ;  or  whether  you  will 
pleafe  to  fend  your  Secretary 
or  your  brother  here  to  the 
Hague  ;  or  whether  you  know 
any  way  will  pleafe  you  bet- 
ter :  for  in  this  and  every  o- 
ther  occurrence  I  (hall  endea- 
vour to  follow  your  defires, 
and  fecond  your  intentions,  as 
being  not  by  form  of  compli- 
ment, but  very  really,  Sir, 
your,  &c. 


qu^aUrs  a  la  prmiete  demardu 
qui  la  Franctfermt  pour  fnf- 
inr  la  Chritienti  JTun  Umji 
falutaire^  U  R$i  de  ia  Grmdi 
Brttagne  &  Its  Etats  Ginermut 
feroient  agir  incominenty  (^Jltm 
marcbander^  toutes  Umrs  fmrcn 
far  mer  ^  par  terre^  nm  fm^ 
UmentfourladefenfidetEjpa^ 
nols^  mass  auj/i  pour  la  fog  Jpe^ 
cjfiee  au  troijieme  de  nos  artickt 
Jepares^  ^  plus  amplmUm  de* 
duite  en  ma  depkhe  du  25  Feo* 
rier  pafse, 

Au  refte^  fattendrai  de  tw 
nouveUes  ft  vqus  avex  rept  la 
ratification  du  Roide  la  Grande 
Bretagne  fur  nitre  dernier  trai* 
te  de  marine  y  que  veus  jiigere% 
a  propos  que  ton  en  fajje  /*/• 
change  \fur  qwn  je  tacherai  de 
difpofer  les  Etats  a  ft  ccnformef 
a  votre  deftr  \foit  que  Pon  erruei 
nitre  ratification  es  mains  de  ms 
cmmmffaires  qui fe  trouvent  fre^ 
Jentement  aupris  de  vous  5  fUt 
que  vous  envoy ez  vitre  fecretaire^ 
ou  bien  Monfieur  votrefrere  id 
a  la  Haye  \  ou  que  vousfachiez 
encore  quelque  autre  fa f  on  qtd 
foit  plus  a  voire  gout  :  car^  CsT 
en  ccla^  l^  en  toute  autre  occur^ 
renccy  je  tacherai  de  fuivre  ^jcs 
defers^  &  defeconder  vos  inten^ 
tionsy  comme  etant  non  par  for^ 
mede  compliment^  nuns  fort  re* 
elUmcnt^  Monfuur^'Atre^  islc. 


Frcm 
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From  Monfieur  de  Witt.        De  Monfieur  de  Witt. 


Hague  y  March 
S  IRj  25,  1668. 

I  Received    the   honour  of 
yours  of  the  25th  inftant, 
vpon  which  I  will  tell  you  in 
few  words,  that  I  am  wholly 
cf  your  opinion  ;  as  well  for 
what    regards    the  King  of 
France's  difpofition  to  carry 
en  the  war,  the  infufficiency 
of  his  offer  to  reftore  all  he 
nay  conquer  between  the  firft 
€f  April  and  the  fifteenth  of 
May,  the  drained  exceptions 
againfl  the  Marquis  of  Caftel- 
Rodrigo's  powers,  and  his  ac- 
ceptation of  the  alternative  ; 
as  chiefly  for  what  regards  the 
forces  to  be  raifed  with  all  pof- 
iible  readinefs,  and  the  man- 
ner  by  which   we  ought  to 
proceed  to  the  defence  of  the 
Netherlands,  as  foon  as  the 
King  of  France  (hall  begin  to 
move   againft    them.      The 
States  are  every  day  more  con- 
firmed in  the  fame  fentiments, 
as  their  actions  declare,   by 
inarching  an  army  with   all 
diligence  to  Bergen-  op-zoom , 
and  by  fending  an  exprefs  to 
the  King  of  Great  Britain 
with  intelligence,   that  they 
arc  of  opinion,  that,  in   or- 
der to  fatisfy    the  King    of 
France  upon  the  fcruplcs  pro- 
pofed  in  Monfieur  ddJLionne's 
paper  of  the  19th  infiant,  with 
promifes  and  afliirances  fuffi- 
cient.  wc  muft  let  him  know 
dif. 


J 


A  la  Haye,  25 
Monfieur,       Mars,  1668. 
*yf  I  bien  recti  la  lettre  dont 
il  vous  a  plu  m*honorer  du 
l^medece  mois^furquiije  vout 
dirai  en  peu  de  mots  que  je  fuis 
tout  a  fait  de  voire  opinion^  tant 
a  Pegard  de  la  dtfpofittm  du  Rot 
de  France  a  continuer  la  guerre^ 
Vinfuffijance  de  Poffre  de  vouloir 
rejtititer  tout  ce  qi^il  pourroif 
conquerir  entre  le  premier  ^f  y/- 
vril  ^  le  1  ^me  Adai;  les  except 
tions  recherchees  contre  les  pou-^ 
voirs  du  Marquis  de  Cajlel-Ro-- 
drigOj  fsT  contre  fin  acceptation 
de  t  alternative ;   que  principal 
lement  ^  fur  tout  a  tegard  de 
Parmementque  Pondevroitavan" 
cer   avec  toute   la  promptitude 
pojftble^  k^  de  la  maniere  de  la* 
quelle  on  devra  accourir  a  la  de-^ 
fenfe  du  Pa'is-Bas^  dis  que  le 
Roi  de  France  commencera  a  fe 
remu'erpourPaccabler,  LesEtats 
wit  deja  approuve  ^  confirmi 
encore  de  jour  en  pur  les  mimes 
fentimenspar  leurs  anions  \fai^ 
font  marcher  en  toute  diligence 
une  armee  aux  environs  de  Berg- 
opzoom^    i^  ay  ant  envoy e  leur 
avis  par  un  expres  au  Roi  de  la 
Grande  Bretagne,    qu'ils  font 
iP opinion  qu*auj/i  bien  que  de  fa- 
tisfaireau  Roide  France  fur  le$ 
fcrupuUs  propofes  dans  Pecrit  du 
Sieur  de  Lionne  du  i  ()me  de  ce 
mois^  avec  des  affurances  i^  pro- 
meffes  fuffifants^  il  faudra   lui 
faire /avoir  difcreiementy  y  «<- 
ar^oins 
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difcrectly,  and  yet  pofitivcJy, 
that  we  think  his  generofity 
will  not  AifFer  him  to  ruin  a 
State,  or  a  Minifter  of  Spain, 
whom  the  King  of  England 
and  the  Sutes-General  have 
obliged,  at  his  requeft,  to  ac- 
cept the  conditions  prefcribed, 
with  a  formal  aflurance,  that 
by  that  means  he  (hould  free 
himfelf  from  all  the  danger  of 
the  war.  And,  at  leaft,  that 
the  honour  and  good  faith  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  States  cannot  fufier  fuch  a 
State  or  Minifier  to  be  injured 
without  lending  him  their 
fervice  and  aifiUance.  And 
by  every  body's  difpofition 
bere  I  am  aflured  that ,  as  foon 
as  the  agreement  is  concluded, 
we  iball  march  to  the  aflift- 
ance  of  the  Netherlands,  up- 
on the  firft  ftep  France  fhall 
make  to  attack  them,  if  the 
King  of  England  will  do  the 
Jike.  But,  to  acquit  our  con- 
fciences,  and  let  the  world  fee 
the  juftice  of  our  proceeding ; 
I  am  entirely  of  opinion  we 
muft  make  all  advances,  and 

five  all  due  aflurances  to 
ranee,  to  oblige  them  to  the 
peace.  Upon  which,  with 
many  other  particulars,  I  re- 
fer you  to  the  Deputies  of  the 
States  to  communicate  to  you; 
having  not  time  at  prefent  to 
enlarge  farther,  but  only  to 
repeat  in  one  word,  that  I  am 
truly,  Sir,  your  &c. 

Fnm 


anmoins  bien  pafitwenuni^  qwe 
nousjugiom  qui  fa  gemerafitt  m 
pourra  pas  permettre  quit  ac- 
cahli  IPS  Et4d  9U  tat  ACmftrt 
iPEJpagnij  aue  le  Rmi  Jt  Ai^k^ 
Urrebf  Us  Mtats Gitierasuc  mH 
ohUgi  a  fa  TtqidfiAm  JtacctpUt 
les  cmdttiOHS  prifcriUiy  avec  ttm 
affurance  fmrvmU  qtuparli  U 
fe  diUvrermt  ie  tmn  danger  di 
la  guerre :  V  qu'au  mchu  /'Am- 
ueur  (sT  la  bonne  feidm  Rpt  dt 
la  Grande  Bretagne  &  eksE^ 
tats  ne  pourra  pasfouffrir  qsion 
actable  un  tel  Etat  au  un  tel 
Mxtiijlreyfam  bdpriter  Uurt 
fervUes  &  affiftances  :  bf  je  m 
vois  point  de  difpofkion  iVy,  qwi 
ne  niaffure  que  foppignoratton 
it  ant  conclue^  on  marcbera  amfe* 
cours  des  PdiS'Bas  des  la  pre^ 
miere  demarche  que  le  Rat  d§ 
France  fera  pour  Pattaqtser^  ft 
le  Rot  ae  la  Grande  Bretagne  en 
veut  faire  autant.  Aiais  pour 
nous  fatisfaire  en  bonne  confd'^ 
ence^  ist  pour  faire  voir  a  tout 
le  monde  lajujlict  de  nitre  pro^ 
cede^jefuis  entierement  d*opiniom 
qu' il  faudra  faire  tovtes  les  «- 
varices^  ^  denner  toutes  les  affit" 
ranees  requifes  a  la  France^ 
pour  parvenir^  ^  pour  t obligor 
aiapaix.  SurquoiyComnu  auf-^ 
fifur  plufieurs  autres  particvda- 
rites,,  je  me  remits  a  ce  que  les 
Deputes  de  r Etat  vous  consnui" 
niqueront  plus  en  detail^  i/ajant 
pas  de  terns  de  nietendre  id  fita 
(implement^  maisfeulement  potar 
repeter  en  un  mot  qtujeftus  trie 
veritablement^  Monfieur^  vkre^ 

Dc 
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From  Monfieur  de  Witt.         Dc  Moniieur  de  Witt. 


Hague  J  March 
SJR,  4,1668. 

T  Could  not  immediately  an- 
^  fwer  yours  of  the  2d  inftant, 
by  reafon  of  a  fever  I  got  by 
a  great  cold  laft  night  9  but 
towards  noon  the  fever  leilen- 
ing,  gives  me  leave  at.prefent 
to  tell  you,  that,  thouah  it  is 
now  fomedaysfince  monfieur 
Beverning's  departure  for  Aix 
la  Cbapelle,  yet  I  do  not  fee 
how  in  the  prefent  conjun£hire 
of  aiFairs  it  (hould  be  more  ne* 
ceflary  for  you  to  refide  in  that 
city  than  at  firuflels ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  that  the  af&ir 
is  now  reduced  tofuch  a  pointy 
that  the  bufuiefs  which  car- 
ried you  to  Aix,  ought  to  be 
treated  and  finiflied  in  a  few 
days,  in  the  place  where  you 
are,  and  in  the  Netherlands  ; 
and  I  think  the  Kins  of  Eng- 
land's Minifters,  and  thofe  of 
the  States  at  Paris,  have  ne« 
gotiated  with  addrefs  in  pro- 
curing us  an  inftrument,  which 
in  a  few  days  will  put  us  in  a 
clear  light  upon  what  we  are 
finally  to  refolve  and  to  do ;  if 
the  Marquis  of  Caftel-Rodri- 
go  feconds  us,  as  we  hope  and 
exped  from  his  prudence,  and 
from  the  vifible  intcreft  of  hi* 
Mader,  which  obliges  him  to 
it.  I  fpeak  of  the  projed  of 
the  treaty  drawn  upon  the  foot 
Vol.  I.  of 


A  la  Haye,  4 
Monfieur,  Mars,  1668I 
fyTjV  grand  rbevnu  qui  ni^ 
^  fufdti  UHe  Jiivri  la  nuit 
pafsuy  a  he  caufe  queje  rCai  pas 
pA  vous  repmareeTabord  a  V9->> 
tnlettre  du  tJ  de  a  rwis :  mats 
vers  le  mdi  la  fievn  Hant  teau^ : 
cottp  dimnuee^  me  laijfe  prefenti* 
ment  lafacuke  devns  dnre^  qua 
quoiquUly  a  dija  quelque  jours ' 
que  Mmfuwr  de  Beverfdng  eft 
parti  pourfi  rtndre  a  Aix  Im 
Cbapellij  /r  m  v$ipas pourtemi 
que  dams  la  wnjmaure  prefenU 
des  affaires  vitrefejdurfmt  plm\ 
neceffaireau  diikeuqt/i  Bruafi^^ 
elles ;  mais  que  tmi'ent  C9utrairty 
P affaire  eft  prefeutesmnt  ridsdu^ 
a  un  pointy  qui  ce^peurqunvom 
V9usfuffii%  tranfporti  a  Aix  ^  ft. 
peurra  V  fe  devra  traiterbt. 
achever  §n  peu  dejeurs^  au  Seu: 
ouvws  itisbt  au Pens-^Bas :  (S 
il  me/emUe  que  Meffieurs  ks- 
Mimftres  du  Mm  de  laGrmuk 
BrhagneV  da  Euus  i  Paris^ 
oni  uegodi  adroitemem  de  ueusi 
avoir/a  procurer  un  inftrumnei 
qui  nouswiiitra  en  peu  dejourr 
dans  une  clarte  entiere  pour  r^ 
fiudre  ftualement  ce  que  nous 
aurons  dfaire  ;  fi  U  Marquis 
de  CafteURjodrigo  nous  yfecondi^ 
conwu  nous  fefterons  (ft  fatten^ 
dons  defa  pruaeme  ^  de  Pinte-* 
ret  vipble  de  fan  Maitre  qui  Pj 
oblige.  Je  parU  du  projet  d^ 
K  k  traiit 
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of  the  alternative,  and  con- 
certed between  the  faid  Mi- 
nifters  of  our  Mafters  at  Paris, 
and  the  Comminioners  of  the 
King  of  France,  whereof,  I 
am  uure,  you  have  received  a 
copy  from  Sir  John  Trevor. 
I  think  this  projed  gives  us  a 
certain  way  of  obtaining  the 
peace,  or  elfe  a  war,  wherein 
all  the  Princes  and  States  of 
Chriftendom  will  fupport  us, 
or  at  leaft  commend  our  con- 
dud  and  proceeding.  And  I 
think  we  muft  proceed  in  it 
after  this  maniuer :  I  fupi)ofe 
.before-hand  that  you  and  our 
Depoties  with  you,  will  not 
be  at  much  pams  to  difpofe 
the  Marquis  to  fend  immedi- 
ately a  power  to  Monfieur 
Beuningen  and  Sir  John  Tre- 
vor, to  fign  io  his  (the  Mar- 
quis's) name,  and  from  the 
King  his  Mailer,  the  treaty 
with  -the  King  of  France's 
Commiffioners^  agreeable  to 
the  projed  above-mentioned, 
which  I  find  entirely  confor- 
mable to  onr  agreement  and 
fecret  articles,  as  Monficur 
Beuningen  tells  us,  that  he 
and  Sir  John  Trevor  made  the 
fame  judgment  of  it.  Unlefs 
his  Excellency  would  rather 
fign  the  faid  treaty  himfelf, 
and  receive  the  exchange  of  it 
figned  bv  the  King  of  France. 
In  which  cafe  I  think  there 
may  be  only  writ  on  the  top 
of  the  projed,  *  A  treaty  of 
**peace  between  the  Kines  of 


trait e  drejfefur  kpie  de  Fakir" 
nativi  bf  conctrte  entrt  kfiiti 
Mint  fires  di  nos  Adakris  a 
Parts  &  ks  Commiffinres  du 
Roi  di  Franci^  dont  je^nfifffure 
qiuvcut  auriz  nfi cepie  di  h 
part  di  Mvnfiiur  Tnvar.  Htm 
fimllifuiciprififnoms  domuiu 
mainun  mayen  a£uri  pour  avchr 
lapaixy  ou  wu  giurr^  dam  la- 
qUiUi  tma  lis  Princes  &  Etats 
di  la  Cbrhiinti  nous  appuy^nmtj 
$u  au  mains  louirant  nkrg  pn- 
cidi  &  nitn  andaitg.  Et  xmid 
caamuquoi^  am$n  avisj  nntsy 
powrrions  proadir.  ^i  prifup* 
pifi  quivousl^  MiJJSairs  mf 
Diputes  quiji  trouvint  muprh 
di  vousj  n*aur$nt  pas  iiaycatp 
di  piim  a  difpofer  Mmfieur  h 
Marquis  d^iuvoyir  incontimut 
un  pouvoir  a  Mijfieurs  van 
Biumngm  far  TnxHir^  f^^fig- 
mr  in  Jim  mm^  ^  di  la  partdu 
Rii/on  Maitrij  U  traiti  avic 
lis  Comnaffiins  du  Rot  di 
Franciy  cmformitmnt  au  projit 
fufdit  que  je  trouvi  intiintmnt 
confer  me  a  nitre  convention  l^  a 
nos  articles  fecrets  ;  ainfi  que  U 
Sieur  van  Beuningen  nous  man- 
di  aujfsy  que  lui  fef  Monfseur 
Trtuor  in  ent  rendu  a  mime 
juginunt.  Si  a  lieft  que  fin 
Excellence  aime  mieux  di  figner 
lui-meme  Udit  traite^  far  £in 
recevoir  un  en  cchangi  figni  de 
la  part  du  Roi  di  Frana^  au 
quel  cas  il  mi  Jemble  qui  ton 
n^auroit  qu'a  mettre  dejffus  U 
projetj  Traiti  di  paix  intre  lis 
Rois 


ind  other  Minijien  of  State. 


•  •  Spain  and  France,  to  pre- 

•  vent  difputing  upon  the 
« terms  of  the  preface  j*  and, 
beneath,  to  add  the  date.  This 
being  done,  the  aforefaid  Mi- 
nifters  at  Paris  muft,  in  my 
opinion,  ofFcr  the  King  of 
France  to  fign  in  the  King  of 
Spain's  name,  or  (in  cafe  his 
Excellency  thinks  fit  to  fign 
himfelf)  to  exchange  the  trea- 
ty figned  ;  on  condition  that 
France  will  confent  to  a  rea- 
fonable  time  to  procure  the 
ratification  from  the  Queen 
of  Spain ;  and,  above  aH,  the 
continuance  of  the  ceflation  of 
arms  during  the  time  agreed. 
I  fee  that,  for  granting  this 
term  a  little  more  to  the  hu* 
mour  of  France,  you  will  be 
more  libera!  and  complaifant 
than  I :  for,  whereas  you  are 
fatisfied  with  the  term  till  the 
15  th  of  May  already  propofed 
by  Monfieur  de  Ruvigny,  I 
think  reaibn  and  decency 
(bould  oblige  to  take  till  the 
end  of  May.  And,  if  the 
King  of  France  refufes  either 
to  fign  on  his  fide,  or  to  grant 
the  ^id  term  with  the  ceflTa- 
tion  of  arms,  Ifhould  not  ftick 
to  declare  immediately  for 
Spain,  and  ad  by  Tea  and  land 
in  conformity  to  out  third  fe- 
parate  article. 

And  fince  it  cannot  enter 
into  a  reafonable  mzvS  mind, 

*  AnJ  in  the  other  mfi:om:Qt,   of 
Fr«oc:  anuSpaio. 

that 


Rois  ♦  fE^agne  tf  ie  Franci\ 
pour  m  dijputer  fas  fur  Us  ter^ 
mesde  la  preface  \  (^  au  has 
d^ajn&ter  la  ddte.  Cela  eiarafaity 
ilfaudra^  a  monjugenuint^  qui 
lejdits  Mimftres  a  Paris  offnnt 
au  Rot  de  France  ief^ner^  au 
nom  du  Rot  tTEfpogmi  ou  bien 
d^echan^er  le  trattk  figniy  fifm 
Excelwice  ait  trwuebon  difig-^ 
ner  luim/me ;  mojennantque  U 
France  aecorde  un  tirme  raifon- 
nable pour  procurer  laratiftcutim 
de  la  Riine  ^Efpagne^  far  fvt 
tout  lacontimumm  de  h  ceffattm 
d'armesiendmttce  terme  unpeu 
au  grids  la  France ,  vousferiez 
plus  liberal  $u  cMSplaifant  pn 
moi\  car  an  lieu  fHevousv$stt 
contenteriez  du  terme  de  i^me 
de  Mm  ci-devant  fr^ft  par 
Monfieur  de  Ruvtgnjr,  il  me 
fembleque  larmfon  &  la  bien* 
fiance  nous  obBgeroieut  bien  de 
prendre  jujques  au  dernier  jeuf 
de  Mai:  l^fileRoi  de  France 
vient  it  rtfufer  ou  btfignature 
defon  citi^  ou  le  terme  avec  la 
ceffation  Jtarmes^  je  ne  befiterois 
point  a  nous  declarer  ialirdfans 
marebander^  pour  tEfpogney  W 
agir  par  tner  V  parterre  en  em-- 
formite  du  yae  de  ms  artidesfi* 
Paris. 


Et  comsne  il  ne  peut  tomber 
dans  Pifpiit  iun  homme  raifon- 

•  Et  enrtvtremBrttiBeer^  de  Fnacc 
Oc  d^Efpagne. 

K  k  2  ttbU^ 
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that  the  Qoccd  of  Spain  can  be 
fi>  blind  as  not  to  ratify  the 
feid  treaty,  by  which  a  ♦  whole 
Province  is  leftored,  and  a  mi* 
xior  King  delivered  from  being 
engaged  in  a  fecond  war  with 
vs  and  Spain  ;  I  (houM  not  be 
Iiard  at  granting  the  King  of 
France  whatever  he  can  de* 
tnand  with  any  appcwmce  of 
icafon,  in  a  cate  that  will  never 
vrive;  chiefly^/becaule  many 
("rinces  of  Germany  will  then 
declare  on  o\a  fide,  who  might 
pft  (blinded  bf  the  apnearan* 
ces  of  realbn  mMonuenr  de 
l^ionne't  letter  of  the  19th 
pafl)  abandon  iis  entird;^. 
The  King  of  Sweden,  or  his 
Minifler  at  London,  do,  I 
think,  ilrctcb  the  cord  too  far, 
and  he  will  break  it  if  he  does 
nu  yield  a  liule.  However  we 
hgve  laft  Wcdnciilay  fent  fuch 
orders  to  our  Ambafladors, 
that  I  doubt  not  a  good  fuc- 
ceis  of  this  negotiation. 


For  the  other  points  of  your 
letter,  I  muft  refer  myfclf  to 
what  you  can  learn  from  our 
l>eputies  and  his  Excellency, 
by*  ad  vices  from  theAmbaHa* 
dor  Don  Eflevan  de  Gamar- 
ra,therefore,I  (hall  conclude, 
remaining.  Sir,  your,  &c. 

•  Tkt  County  of  Borsvod/. 


Frcm 


aile^  fu  la  Reim  JTEJpapm 
pittrrott  hnjlavn^ir  ^  in 
m  raUJiirf^m  U£t  traoi  fu 
Im  fmt  retubri  um  *  Pmnmi 
enUiriy  &  fm  diSvre  tm  Rai 
whinar  dun  ftcmidaccaUemM 
it  fAngl^im  ^  ii  cet  Et€i\ 
ji  nf/irmstmBiminicbuifgame' 
order  au  Rn  4i  France  tmd  u 
qH*il  peurroii  demamder  mftt 
fUilqm  effarencideraifim^  dmu 
tm  COS  qm  t^idkrrm  fas,  Priu* 
chajimmt  para  fate  phtfiturs 
rrincis  SAllernagmalorsfi  4k* 
^ereat  de  notn  parity  fuiJiiMS 
ceta^  mfiMgUspar  Us  afparemees 
du  raifiimemint  cowprts  Jans  U 
kttrede  Mtmfuur  de  Lienste  dm 
iqifUi  du  mmpajsiy  wus  aban* 
dermereient  entieremem.  Le  Rei 
de  Suede  ^  qu  fen  A^njfire  a 
LondreSy  me/emUe  trap  iemdre  la 
corde\  l^  nlarpmpra  s^il  ne  fe 
met  un  peu  a  la  raifon :  neaH" 
ifiiins  nous  ovens  encore  Vendredi 
pafsi  envcye  tils  ordres  a  nee 
Amhajfadturi  que  je  ne  dottte 
dun  benfucch  de  cute  negocia^ 
tm. 

^ant  aux  autns  points  de 
vitrc  lettre^  je  fuis  cbUgi  de  me 
remettre  a  ce  que  vons  peurrez 
entendre  de  nos  Deputes  bf  de 
fon  Excellence  par  les  avis  de 
r  Atnbajfadeur  Don  Eftevan  de 
Gamarra.  Ceftpourquoienfi-- 
nijfant  je  demeurerai  comme  je 
juis  veritablement^  Monpeur^ 
votrey  is^c. 


*  La  Conttf  dt  Boorgofne. 
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Frcm  the  EkSor  ofMeniz.    De  rfilefteur  dcMayence. 


AUtntZj  Jpril 
Afy  Lordy  12,  x668. 

UAving  heard  of  your  Ex- 
•*^  cellency's  arrival  at  Aix 
la  Chapellejtoaffift  in  hisMa* 
jefty  of  Great  Britain's  name 
at  a  negotiation  of  peace  be-^ 
tween  the  two  Crowns,  I 
could  not  forbear  expreffing 
my  joy,  and  the  confidence  1 
have  that  the  intervention  and 
authority  of  fo  great  a  King 
will  give  much  weieht  to  the 
afBur,  and  very  much  facilitate 
the  peace ;  which  employing 
all  my  thoughts  at  preient,  I 
have  difpatched  to  the  faid 
town  of  Aix  the  Baron  of 
Scbonborn  my  nephew,  with 
orders  to  render  all  offices 
from  me  to  your  Excellency^ 
and  to  contribute  all  he  can 
towards  a  peace  fo  neccflary 
to  the  repdfe  of  all  Chriden- 
dom.  In  the  mean  time  I  de- 
fire  your  Excellency  to  be  af- 
fured,  that,  as  I  (hall  always 
reckon  it  an  honour  to  fervc 
the  King  your  Mader,  fo  I 
fliall  never  lee  pafs  any  occa* 
fion  of  (hewing  in  particular 
that  I  am,  my  Lord,  your  Ex- 
cellency's moft  humble  and 
affedtonate  fervant. 


AMayence,  12 
Monfieur,  Avril,  i668« 
ATani  fA  tarrivie  ii  votr^ 
-^  ExuiUnci  a  Jix  la  Cka^. 
piUi pow' y  affi/ier  mi  mmdij4 
Majejii  di  la  Grande  Britagm 
a  la  mgoitatiin  di  la  paix  entr^ 
lis  diux  C^yronms  \  je  riaifA 
joftmpichir  di  hu  iiroiiimr  JM 
joyiy  &f  la  coHfiana  que  fat  qm 
rintcrvintim  tf  fauimti  ifuH 
R^fi  puijant  dinner  a  un  p§idi 
tr a  grand  it  affair €y  (^  fadU^ 
tera  di  heauamp  la  conctliatim 
t^  U  retabliffmunt  di  cetupaix  : 
Jaquelli  faijani  aujourtthui  tout 
mes  foinsy  fai  depidA  aVaditi 
villi  dAix  ii  Baron  do  Schen^ 
born  mon  mviuavec  ordn  d'of' 
frir  y*  di  nndn  a  voire  Exeol^ 
lencij  di  ma  part^  tons  Us  offias^ 
W  di  coniribuer  de  fon  piffibk 
pour  parvinir  a  la  fin  que  fott 
s^ijl  propefiijpiur  ohtenir  une 
paix  ft  mciffairi  au  repos  de 
toutila  Cliretienie.  Cepetubnije 
prii  voire  Exceliena  etitn  of-- 
furiiqui  commejeferai  ioujours 
gloire  difervir  U  Rot  fon  MaU 
tn  ;  dimimeji  m  pirdrai  ja^^ 
mats  roccafiontujipGurrai  ti" 
moigner  in  mon  pariiculier  que 
ji/iiisj  Monfieur  J  di  votri  Ex^ 
ciiUnci  Ii  tris  hxmhle  if  trk 
affi^iomi^  frvliiur* 
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From  Monfieut  de  fTut. 

Uaguiy  March  16, 
SIR,  1668. 

A  Ftcr  having  writ  to  you  on 
*^  the  4th,  I  find  myfclf 
honoured  by  two  of  yours  of 
die  9th  and  14th  inftant. 
The  Marquis  of  Caflcl-Ro- 
drigo's  manner  of  tranfading 
docs  infinitely  difpleafe  us  ; 
and  we  believe  we  have  enter- 
ed enough  into  his  defigns, 
to  conclude,  that  his  aim  is  to 
delay  the  figning  of  the  pro- 
jed,  and  the  fending  of  the 
powers,  till  the  French  begin 
to  be  in  motion  :  and  in  the 
mean  while  to  fign  or  fend  the 
power  defired,  and  fummon  us 
by  virtue  of  a  former  promifc 
to  oppofe  our  arms  againft 
thofe  of  France,  which  will 
then  begin  toenterinto  afcion, 
and  by  that  means  fet  us  into 
an  open  war  by  advance. 

However,  to  give  the  faid 
Mapquis  the  ampleft  aflurance, 
and  to  convince  him  he  is  in 
the  wrong,  we  were  willing 
entirely  to  agree  to  your  ad- 
vice, and  to  authorife  our  De- 
puties to  pafs  a  promife  with 
you  in  due  form  by  writing, 
inferring  in  it  the  fame  words 
of  our  third  feparate  article. 
And  I  think  you  have  very 
judiciouflyconfidered,  that  the 
condition  of  the  promife  ought 
lobe,  not  only  the  figning  of 
the  projeft  and  powers  ;  but. 
If  after  the  figning,  &c.  France 
rcfufes  either  to  confent  to  it, 
or 


Dc  Monficur  dc  Witt. 

A  la  HajCy  1 6 
Monfieur,  Mars,  i668. 
jfPris  quije  V9us  ai  fcrii  It 
'*^  S^ji  mi  trouve  b&mari  de 
voidiuxditechesdu^met:fi^mi 
de  ce  mots.  La  maniere  dtam 
de  Monfieur  U  Mat  qui s  de  Ca^ 
Jlel-Rodrigo  nous  dephit  infim- 
mint ;  GT  nmu  croyons  penetrer 
ajfsisfes  vi/ies,pour  cmchtrreque 
Jon  but  eft  de  delayer  fignature 
dutrojet  &  P envoi  du  pouuoir 
jufques  a  ceque  Us  Francois  com^ 
mencent  a  fe  romuhr  \  (if  dejig^ 
ner  en  mime  terns  ou  d^envoyer  le 
poieooir  defire,  (^  de  nousfimrner 
en  vertu  dune  promej/e  priala^ 
hie  ioppofer  nos  armes  contre 
eelles  de  France  qui  ccmmenceront 
alors  dentrer  en  aition,  &r  par 
ainji  nous  mettre  en  guerre  ou- 
vertepar  pr^ifion. 

Neanmoins  pour  donner  au  dit 
Marquis  une  ajfurance  plus 
ampUy  Cff  pour  achever  de  ie 
mettre  dans  le  tort,  nous  avons 
bien  voulu  nous  conformer  enti- 
erement  a  voire  avis,  i^  autori" 
fer  nos  Deputes  a  pajjer  avec 
vous  la  promejfe  en  bonne  ^ 
due  forme  pair  ecrit  \  y  inferant 
Us  memesparoUs  trot  fume  de  nos 
articles  fepares  ;  ^  j^j^gi  que 
vous  avex  tres  judicieufement 
confidere  que  la  condition  de  la 
promejfe  doit  etre  non  fetdement 
la  fgnature  du  trojet  &  eUs 
pouvoirs  ;  mats  h  apres  la  fig- 
nature^  6fc,  la  France  refute  ou 
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(Ty  confentir^  ou  de  continuer  la 
Jufpenfton  d' amies  ;  nous  croyons 
avoir  grand  fyjet  de  nous  plains 
dre  du  Sieur  Marquis  en  ce  qui 
nonohftant  la  promejfe  foUnnelky 
faite  tar  les  Etats  Ueneraux^ 
V  deUvree  a  Don  EJIevan  de 
Gamarradansleurrefolution  A 
^me  de  ce  mois^  iladelayS  difig" 
ner  l^  de  depicher  Je  pouvoir ; 
tautant  que  ft  ceta  eut  ete  fait 
dabordy  nous  nous  trouverions 
deja  hors  detoute  obfcurite ;  ear 
cu  la  conclujion  en  auroit  Hi  fia^ 
vie  a  Paris  ^  avec  la  fufpenjion 
formes  ;  ««,  en  cas  de  refus^ 
TAngUterre  W  cet  Etat  agtroit 
deja  de  hon  cceur  ^  en  bonne  con- 
fcience  pour  FEfpagne. 


<rc  to  continue  the  fufpenlion 
-of  arms,  we  believe  we  have 
great  caufe  to  complain  of  the 
Marquis,  that  notwithftanding 
the  folemn  promife  made  by 
the  States-General,  and  deli- 
vered to  Don  Eftevan  de  Ga- 
mara  in  their  refolution  of  the 
5th  of  this  month,  he  has  de- 
layed to  (ign  and  difpatch  the 
power  ;  fo  that,  if  this  had 
been  done  at  firft,  we  had 
been  already  out  of  all  doubt ; 
for  either  the  conclufion  of  it 
would  have  been  purfued  at 
Paris  with  the  fufpcnfion  of 
arms  :  or,  in  cafe  of  rcfufal, 
England  and  this  State  would 
already  a£l  in  earned,  and 
with  a  good  confcience,  for 
Spain. 

And  I  defire  you  to  let  his 
Excellency  fee  as  plainly  as 
poflible,  that,  if  now  after  the 
iigning  and  fending  the  power 
to  Paris,  and  before  the  King 
of  France  can  be  informed  of 
it,  he  (hall  receive  any  difgrace. 
It  is  himfelf  he  ought  to  im- 
pute it  to ;  for  England  and 
this  State  will  not  put  into  his 
hands  the  power  of  involving 
them  in  an  open  war  with 
France,  unfeafbnabiy,  and  a- 
gainft  their  intention  clearly 
exprefled  in  the  agreement  of 
the  25th  inftant;  which  would 
have  happened  if  we  had  left 
him  the  liberty  to  dehy  the 
ftgning  or  fending  his  power, 
tiQ  4ie  had  provoked  the 
French  to  move  ;  or,  if  then, 
iigntne  or  fending  the  power, 
ke  had  the  right  of  employing 
our 


Et  je  vous  fupplie  ie  faire 
voir  afon  Excellence  le  phis  w- 
vemera  qu^ilfepourra  faire ^  que 
ft  a  cetteheure  apres  lafignaturt 
ou  r envoi  du pouvoirvers  Paris^ 
i^  avant  mi  on  en  pwjfe  avoir 
averti  le  Koi  de  France^  il  re- 
vive quelque  difgrace;  que  ee 
fera  afoi-  mime  a  qui  it  le  devra 
imputer  :  car  V/fngteterre  bf 
cet  Etat  ne  peuventpas  lui  don* 
ner -en  mam  un  moyen  ajjfuri 
pour  les  enveloper  malapropos 
^  contre  leur  intention  claire^ 
ment  exprimee  dans  la  conveTi- 
tion  du  2^me  de  ce  mois  dans 
tme  guerre  ouverte  avec  la 
France  j  ce  qui  fe  feroit  fi  on  lui 
laijfoit  lafaculte  de  delayer  fig^ 
nature  ou  P envoi  defon  pouvoir 
jyfques  a  ce  qu*il  auroit  pr^uoqui 
les  FraJifois  de  fe  remu'er  j  Me 
qu^alors  fgnant  ou  errjoyanl  le 
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our  troops  againft  thofe  of 
France,  before  the  King  of 
France  could  have  had  inteUi- 

iience  of  the  faid  figning  or 
ending  of  theiaid  power,  and 
by  confequence  before  the  faid 
King  could  have  iinifhed  the 
treaty,  and  continued  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  arms. 

I  hope,  and  am  aflured,  that 
after  this  pace,  which  is  the 
laft  the  States  are  capable  of 
making  in  this  conjundure, 
the  Marquis  will  not  delay  a 
moment  the  figning  and  fend- 
ing of  the  Peace  to  Paris ;  but 
if,  contrary  to  all  appearance, 
he  fhould  be  capable  of  doing 
fo,  I  defire  you  to  let  him 
know,  that  neither  England 
nor  the  States  can  aflift  one 
who  manifeftly  refufes,  and 
confequently  that  he  will  be 
abandoned  on  all  fides  \  and 
alfo  thatwefhall  Andourfelvcs 
under  a  neceffity  to  reduce 
him,  by  more  efFe<Slual  means, 
to  accept  really  and  eiFedual- 
ly,  by  figning  of  the  treatv,  the 
aJternaiive  he  has  already  ac- 
cepted by  a  feparate  writing. 
And  I  even  apprehend  that, 
by  the  delays  already  pafled, 
the  affair  is  reduced  to  a  point 
not  to  be  redrefied  ;  as  in  truth 
we  (hall  find  ourfelves  embar- 
rafled  enough,  if  the  King  of 
France  be  already  gone  from 
Paris  to  his  army,  before  the 
proje<5l  figned,  or  the  power 
be  arrived  there.  I  cannot  tell 
by  what  politic  his  Excellency 
dcfires  his  <;ondu6i  ihould  be 
defied 


fowoir  il  aa  Is  drmt  difmn 

?lir  nos  trci^  €$ntrg  cma  ir 
rana  avant  que  U  Rn  ig 
France  mtpA  axmr  neuudle  A 
ladite  JignatwTi  ou  de  Fanm  ek^ 
ditpouveir^  i^f  pmr  cmfemum 
av0ftt  qu*il  eut  fufiure  adanm 
U  traiti  (ft  centimar :  lafuffem* 
JioH  tarnus. 

J'ef^i  i^ji  me  tiens  affvt 

qu^aprts  ce  pas  qui  eft  le  denier 

que  U$  Etats  Jent   capables  ie 

falre  en  cette  conjan^iure^  Afioi- 

fieur  le  Marquis  ne  deJayerapba 

un  moment  la  Jignature  &  PeM* 

vet  tun  poiivoir  vers  Paris ; 

mais^Ji^  contra  toute  apparenu^ 

ilfui  capable  de  lefaire^  je  xwu 

fupplii  de  luifaire  voir  comme 

iffaut  que  ni  C jingleierre  ni  les 

Etats  ne  peuvent  pas  ajjifttr  un 

refufant  manififie ;  auepar  con- 

fequent  ilfera  abanaonne  de  tout 

cot  is  ^  (^  qu^aujjinous  nous  treu- 

verons  necejjfttis  de  le  reduirepar 

des  moyens  plus  efficeues  a  aaep^ 

ttr  rUUement  fsT  en  effet^par  la 

ftgnaturi  du  trait  e,  f  alternative 

qu^il  a  deja  accepte  par  un  ecrit 

Jepare.     Et  f  apprehend  mime 

que  paries  dclais  deja  pafses^ 

r affaire  nejoit  reduite  a  un  point 

pour  ne  pcuvoir  pas  etre  redref- 

fee  :  comme  en  verite  nous  neus 

trouverions  bien  embarafses^fiU 

Roi  de  France  fut  deja  parti 

de  Paris  vers  Jon  armee^  avani 

que  le  projct  Jtgne  ou  le  pouvoir 

yfutarrivL  Jenefaipas  par 

quelle  politique  Jon   Excellence 

trouve  bon  de  /aire  decrier  fa 

conduit e  par  tout  le  mendcy  ist  de 

perdre  le  pais  de  fon  gouveme^ 

wtenti 
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decried  by  all  men,  or  that  his 
government  fhould  be  loft; 
lor,  to  think  us  fo  ill  advifed, 
that  he  can  engage  us  in  a 
war  againft  France,  when 
they  on  their  fide  are  earneft 
for  concluding  a  peace^  is 
what  I  cannot  fuppofe ;  and, 
if  be  thinks  France  will  draw 
back,  or  refufe  the  fufpenfion, 
then  why  he  would  not  let  it 
appear  publicly  to  the  world 
by  a  ready  (igning  oh  his  fide  ; 
this  is  what  I  cannot  compre- 
hend. 

In  the  mean  time  Monficur 
Colbert   at    Aix  has   loudly 
made  appear  the  eafinefs,  and 
even  the  complaifance,  of  his 
Mailer,  by  the  proteftation  he 
has  publicly  made,  that  he 
has  order  to  fign  the  alterna- 
tive,   without  excepting    a- 
sainft  the  preamble   of  the 
Marquis's  power  upon  the  de* 
fe<^  of  a  faculty  to  fubftitute, 
or  upon  any  other  ;  whereas, 
on  the  contrary,  the  Baron  de 
Bergeyck  is  not  authorifed  to 
do  any  thing  at  all :  and  I  af* 
fure  you,  the  pofitive  advices 
we  receive  of  i^,  make  every 
body's  head  turn  :  therefore  i 
defire  you  fo  much  the  more 
to  endeavour  efiedually  that 
the  Marquis  fhould  finim  the 
affair  without  any  more  delay ; 
for,  if  this  laft  compliance  of 
the  States  does  not  fatisfyhim, 
I  confefs  to  you  I  fhall  think 
no  farther,  but  of  fome  effec- 
tual means  to  reduce  him  to 
reafon,  and  of  fome    expe- 
dients 


mint ;  car  de  ndus  croire  ft  mal 
mjifes  ({u^ille  nous  pourroit  en- 
gager dans  une  guerre  centre  la 
France^  lors  qitelU  de  fan  citi 
veut  tout  de  ben  conclurre  lapaix^ 
^ejl  que  je  ne  puis  pas  prefup* 
pyer  :  l^  Ji  elle  juge  que  la 
France  reculera  ou  refujera  la 
fufpenfion^  pourquoi  elle  ne  Fait 
pas  voulufaire  paroitre  pubS-- 
quement  devant  tout  le  mondepar 
une  promptefignature  defon  cSte^ 
cefl  ce  que  je  ne  puis  pas  comr^ 
prendre. 

Cependant  Monfieur  Colbert 
a  Aix  a  fait  paroitre  hautement 
lafacilitiy  voire  la  complaifance^ 
du  Roi  fon  Maitre^  par  la  pro- 
tefiation  qu'ilfait  publiquementy 
qu'il  a  ordre  de  fignir  Palterna- 
tivcj  fans  faire  exception  fur  U 
preamble  du  pouvotr  du  Adar^ 
quisjfur  ledefaut  de  kfacubi 
de  fuhjlitucrj  ou  autres  ;  la  ou 
au  contraire  Mpnfieur  le  Barm 
de  Bergeyck  nefe  trouve  autmfi 
a  rien.  Et  je  vous  ajfurequt 
Us  avis  pofstifs  que  nous  en  n^ 
cevons^font  tourmr  la  tite  a  un 
cbacun:  c^  eft  pourquoi jevousfup^ 
pliedautantplus  de  tenirla  main 
efficacement  a  ce  que  Monfieur  U 
Marquis  acheve  P affaire  fans 
plus  de  delai :  car  fi  cette  dirni^ 
ere  complaifance  des  Etats  ne  lid 
fatisfait  paSi  je  vous  avoue  que 
jenefongerai  plus  qiiaux  moyens 
ej^caces  pour  le  reduire  a  la  rai^ 
Jon^  &  aux  expediens^  par  Uf 
quels  le  Roi  de  la  Grande  Bre- 
tagne  W  leurs  Hautes  Puijfan-- 
ces  fe  fuijfent  entendre  avec  la 
Franci^ 
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dients  by  which  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  and  their 
High  Mightinefies  may  take 
meafures  with  France  for  pre- 
venting the  miferies  of  the 
neighbourhood  ;  in  which  I 
hope  you  affift  with  as  much 
application,  according  to  the 
intent  of  our  agreement,  as  I 
believe  you  will  by  all  means 
endeavour  to  prevent  a  cafe  fo 
dcfperatc,  and  fodcfim<9iveto 
Spain  :  and  for  me  I  (hall  re- 
main ever  with  much  pafSon^ 
Sir,^our,  &c. 

Frcm  MonfieuT  de  Witt, 


Firanciy  pmtr  pnwmr  Us  nml" 
beun  defon  voijmage  :  en  pm 
fefpne  que  vms  coeperex  oftee 
autant  ^appUcation  felon  tm^ 
tention  de  noire  conventhn^  fur 
Je  me  tiens  txjfuri  que  vans  /«• 
chereii  par  iatte  forte  de  mejem 
de  prevenir  ce  cas  defefperi  & 
ruineuxpour  VEfpagne,  JSt  mup 
jidemeurerai  a  jamais  etoecheem^ 
coup  de  paJJioHy  Monfiefir^  vkre 
tres  humble  ferviteur» 


Haguey  April 
SIR,  27,1668. 

YOU  ought  to  be  well  fa- 
*  tisfied  with  your  whole 
condudt,  fince  the  fuccefs  fo 
well  anfwers  your  good  in- 
tention, and  that  your  work 
has  fo  excellent  an  agreement 
with  the  foundations  you  had 
laid.  All  Chriftendom  owes 
you  the  glory  of  having  firft 
difpofed  the  King  of  Great 
Britain's  mind  to  fo  ftrift  an 
alliance  between  his  Majefty 
and  this  State,  for  the  univer* 
fal  good  and  peace  of  Europe. 
It  is  upon  this  principle  you 
have  continued  to  labour  with 
fo  much  application,  and  fo 
(uccefsfully  with  the  Marquis 
of  Caftel-Kodrigo,  that  it  is 
chiefly  to  you  we  arc  obliged 
for  the  good  difpofition  he  is 
in  at  prefent,  and  for  the  en- 
joyment of  fo  great  an  advan- 
tage to  Chriftendom  as  refults 
from  it.  I  fpeak  of  it  as  a 
thing 


"•  A  la  Haye,  27 

Monfieur,  Avril,  i66o. 
rrO  U  S  devt%  etre  bien  fa^ 
^  tisfait  de  toute  voire  con- 
duite,  puifque  lefucch  reponifi 
parfaitement  a  voire  bonne  in^ 
ieniion^  bt  que  voire  ouurage  a 
unft  excellent  rappori  aux  fan'' 
demens  que  vous  en  avie%  jeiies, 
Touie  la  Chretienie  vous  doii 
la  gloire  cT avoir  donne  la  pre* 
nitre  dijpojition  dans  rifprit 
du  Rot  de  la  Grande  Breiagne  i 
laiefieiroiieliaifonentrefa  Ma^ 
jefte  ^  cet  Etat  pour  U  bien  bf 
le  repos  univerfel  de  F  Europe. 
Sur  ceprincipe  vous  avez  eonti^ 
nue  de  iravailler  avec  iani  fap* 
plication  fcf  jt  heureufemeni  am- 
Prts  de  Monfieur  le  Marquis  de 
GaJlel'RodrigOy  que  ^efl  a  vous 
principalement  a  qui  Pon  eft  ob^ 
lige  de  la  bonne  difpofition  en  la^ 
quelle  ilfe  trouve  prefentemeniy 
l^  de  la  bonne  difpofnion  en  la^ 
quelle  il  fe  irouve  prefentement^ 
fer  de  lajouiffance  d^un  ft  grand 
avantage  pour  la  Cbretient  e  qm 

en 
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thing  wc  poflefs  already,  bc- 
caufe  I  fee  fiothing  that  can 
hinder  us  from  it ;  it  being 
likely  that  the  Baron  de  Bcr- 
geyck  has  already  executed 
the  power  we  have  fent  him  ; 
and  that  the  Court.of  Madrid, 
in  order  to  deliver  Flanders 
from  its  troublefome  guefts, 
will  no  longer  defer  to  ratify 
the  treaty.  For  the  reft,  I  a- 
grec  extremely  with  your  fen- 
timents,  and  am  of  your  opi- 
nion, feme  exchange  of  places 
Ihould  be  negotiated  imme- 
diately after  the  figning  of  the 
treaty. 

I  writ  about  It  before  tcr 
Monfleur  Beverning,  fo  that 
I  do  not  doubt  but  you  have 
been  entertained  with  it  al- 
ready. I  confefs  alfo  with  you, 
that  this  negotiation  will  be 
more  conveniently  managed 
afterwards  at  Paris  than  any 
where  elfe,  at  leaft,  if  the 
Marquis  of  Caftcl-Rodrigocan 
refolve  to  have  confidence  e- 
noughin  theK.of  G.  Britain's 
Minifters  and  thofe  of  this 
State,  to  refer  to  them  the  ne- 
gotiation of  an  affair  of  this 
nature  :  though,  if  he  conli- 
ders  it  well,  he  will  find  that 
we  both  have  the  fame  inter- 
cft  in  it.  You  have  nothing 
elfe  but  to  go  on  your  own 
way  upon  the  foundation  of 
the  agreement  of  January  the 
.313d,  to  fupport  the  peace 
made,  by  a  guaranty  of  all 
who  are  intereftcd  in  it,  either 
in  general  or  particular  ;  ne- 
ver 


en  refulte,  fen  farle  cotnm^ 
ium  chofe  que  nous  poffedons 
dejoy  parcequeje  ne  voi  rien  qui 
nous  en  pu'tjfe  frujlrer^  y  ayant 
de  Tapparence  que  dcs  aprefent 
le  Baron  de  Bergeyck  aura  ex^ 
ecute  le  pouvoir  que  nous  lui  a^ 
vons  porte ;  ^  que  la  Cour  di 
Madrid^  pour  dellvrer  les  Pais- 
Bas  de  Pimportunite  de  fes  hates  ^ 
ne  voudrapas  differ er  de  ratifier 
le  traite,  Au  rejle^  je  donne 
fort  dans  vos  fent  mens  ^  ^  fuis 
d^avis  quePonfaJfe  negocier  quel" 
que  echange  de  places  incontinent 
apres  laftgnature  du  traite. 


Monfti 


ai  ecrit  ci-devant  a 
nfieur  Beverning^  de  forte 
queje  ne  doute  point  que  vous  ne 
vous  en  foyez  deja  entretenus* 
y^avoue  aufft  avec  vous  que  cette 
Tugociationfef era  plus  commode^ 
ment  dans  la  fuite  a  Paris  qu* 
aiUeurs  \  au  moinsji  Monfieur 
le  Marquis  de  Cajlel-Rodrigo 
peut  refoudre  a  prendre  ajfez  de 
confiance  aux  mtnijires  du  Rot 
de  la  Grande  Bretagne  t^  decet 
Etatf  pour  s^en  rapporter  a  eux 
de  la  negociaiion  d*une  affaire  de 
cette  nature  \  quoique  s*il  le  con^ 
Jidere  bien^  il  trouvera  que  nous 
y  avons  les  uns  (^  les  autre s  pref 
que  le  mime  inter  It,  Vous  n^a- 
vez  que  continuer  votre  route  fur 
Ufondement  de  la  convention  du 
23  Janvier^  pour  foutenir  la 
paixfaite  par  une  guarantie  de 
tous  les  inter efses  en  general  fef 
en  particulier  ;  bf  ne  point  era* 
indre  que  ceux  qui  travaiSeront 
au  ncm  de  cet  Etfit  avec  vous^ 
decon^ 
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ver  fearing  that  thofewbolhill 


negotiatc^ointly  with  you  ia  fm  m\  UmU  kkk  I 

the  name  of  this  Sute,  will  «//^         a       u     Ibk^\ 

dtforder  the  harmony  that  has  rmnm  frJimma  m  gam' 

appeared  in  the  whole  courfe  dis  grins  mifUs  em  mti^  t 

ei  this   negotiation.     What  a  iffi  fmr  kMmaiim.  Pmri 

they  can  do,  is  as  well  from  cJjirM  Wij§mrs  mtecjeyg  fvjjr 

their  own  inclination,  as  in  fit§iukrm  v$irg  %A^  bt  fmjf 

purfuance  of  their  orders.  For  nncgtUrirm  In  guafi&m  m  jjt 


me,  I  (hall  ever  fecond  your     vus puijp  Jmmer  Jes  fremoai 
zeal  with  joy,  and  (ball  take    pajjin  li  fmcmti 


all  occafions  to  (hew  with  how     la  jifitis^ 
much  pai&on  and  fmcerity  I     bumUiferviieur. 
am>  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

From  my  Lord  Arlington. 

S  I  R,  Whitehall,  May  8,  1668. 

IF  I  had  written  to  you  laft  poft  (as  I  Ihould  have 
done  if  there  had  been  time  for  it)  you  would 
have  heard  me  complain  much  of  the  pain  I  was  in 
not  to  hear  from  you  in  fifteen  days  in  fo  delicate  a 
conjuncture  of  affairs,  which  was  occafioned  by  con* 
trary  winds.  In  the  mean  time  we  were  a  little  eafed 
by  Sir  John  Trevor's  afTurance  to  us  of  the  peace 
having  been  figned  on  the  2d,  N.  S.  which  has  been 
fince  amply  confirmed  by  two  of  yours  brought  cc^e- 
ther,  of  the  2d  and  8  th,  N.  S.  fo  that  now  I  can 
with  foundation  give  you  the  parabien  of  this  great 
work,  which  you  may  without  vanity  call  your  owa» 
whatever  padrinoes  you  have  had  to  affi(t  you  in  it : 
and  with  more  fatisfa£Uon,  confidering  what  efcapes 
you  made  between  the  Marquis's  irrefolutions,  the 
^aron  de  Bergeyck's  pundilioes,  and  Monfieur  Col- 
bert's emportement.  God  be  thanked,  the  great  bu- 
finefs  and  you  are  fo  well  delivered  from  thefe  acci* 
dents  ;  after  which  I  hope  this  will  find  you  fafely 
arrived  at  Bruffcls,  and  keeping  yourfclf  ftill  in  the 
fame  figure  of  equipage  to  wear  the  better  the  cha- 

radlcr 
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laAer  of  his  Majcfty*s  AmbaiTador  at  the  Hague  ; 
towards  which  I  will  fend  you  with  all  fpecd  his  final 
fcfolution  and  inftrudions.  In  the  mean  time  you 
frill  receive,  by  the  inclofedyhis  mind  to  the  Marquis^ 
lecommending  to  his  Excellence  the  making  good 
with  all  fpeed  to  the  Crown  of  Sweden  what  we  and 
the  Dutch  Ambafladors  have  promifed  to  the  Count 
de  Dona,  as  you  will'  fee  by  this  inclofed  aft,  which 
we  gave  him  at  the  exchange  of  our  treaty,  engaging 
him  in  the  triple  alliance  ;  the  performance  of  which 
|he  Dutch  AmbafTadors  and  I  have  already  befpoken 
of  the  Count  de  Molina  within  fix  weeks  time,  when 
we  hope  the  ratification  will  be  come  from  Stock- 
holm ;  and,  the  faid  Ambaflador  obferving  already 
that  the  Count  de  Molina  calls  to  the  Dutch  Am- 
l>afiadors  and  us  for  a  ratification,  he  admoniQies  u^ 
to  delay  it  till  the  conditions  be  performed  with  him. 
This,  I  fay,  is  ofitred,  but  not  concluded  by  us  to  be 
fo  obferved. 

His  Majefty  had  refblved  the  Parliament  fhould 
adjourn  on  Monday  laft,  but,  an  unhappy  difference 
failing  out  between  the  Lords  and  Commons  upon 
a  great  point  of  their  privileges,  their  fitting  hath 
been  fpun  on  to  this  day,  though  not  without  hopes 
of  our  finally  rifing  to-morrow.  Our  long  talked  of 
mifcarriages  have  this  week  been  finifhed  with  a  very 
unhappy  one  in  the  Queen,  after  twenty  days  going, 
and  raifing  the  dejef^  hopes  of  the  whole  nation, 
which  even  this  misfortune  hath  fomewhat  revived. 
I  leave  it  to  Ambaflador  Patrick  to  entertain  you  up* 
on  this  fubjed^,  who  cannot  fail  of  long  letters  by 
this  poft.  I  am,  with  all  truth  and  afl^dion,  Srr» 
your  very  humble  fervant. 

P.  S.  You  never  fent  us  any  copy  of  the  promilc 
c^  guaranty  you  figned  to  the  Marquis  \  though  you 
did  the  original  of  that  he  gave  you  in  exchange  of  it» 

with 
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with  relation  to  the  King  our  Mafter.  When  the 
Count  de  Molina  hath  prefled  me  apart  "from  the 
Dutch  Ambafladors  for  his  Majefty*s  ratification,  I 
have  told  him  he  ought  to  have  ready  bis  ratification 
from  Madrid  to  exchange  with  ours  ;  which  it  will 
not  be  amifs  for  you  to  take  notice  of  likewiie  to  the 
Marquis,  when  he  (hall  give  you  occafion  for  it. 

From  the  Ele£ior  of  Mentz. 


Mentz^May 
My  Lord^  14,  1668. 

•T*  H  E  honour  of  a  general 
-■•  joy,  upon  the  peace  con- 
cluded and  figned  between  the 
Crowns,  being  equally  due  to 
the  vigorous  interpofition  of 
his  Majcfty  of  Great  Britain, 
and  to  the  wife  condudt  of 
your  Excellency  in  an  aflair 
offuchimportancetoChriften- 
dom  \  I  defire  to  rgoice  with 
you  upon  the  happy  fucccfe  of 
It.  I  hope  the  ratification  of 
this  treaty  will  be  exchanged 
in  due  time  on  both  fides ; 
and  (hall  not  fail,  on  my  part, 
of  contributing  all  I  can  to 
the  prefervation  of  the  public 
peace,  and  to  fecond  his  Ma- 
jcfty's  intentions;  afTuringyour 
Excellency  in  the  mean  time, 
that  the  obligations  will  never 
be  forgot,  which  an  infinite 
number  of  good  Chriftians 
owe  you  for  your  diligence  in 
accomplifliingthe  peace:  and 
that,  for  my  particular,  I  (hall 
cheri(h  all  occafions  of  (hew- 
ing your  Excellency  the  fince- 
lity  iii  my  afi'edion,  and  how 
much 


DeMajrence,  14 
Monfieur,  May,  i668, 
T  *HonnnirS^unijoyegeneraU 
•^-^  fur  la  paix  canciue  ^  fg' 
nh  entre  Ics  Couronnes^fedevent 
igalement  a  la  vigour eufe  inter^ 
pofttion  de  fa  Majefte  di  U 
Grande  Britagne^  &  a  la  fagi 
maruere  dont  vkre  Excellencf  a 
fu  conduire  une  affaire  de  telle 
.importance  a  toute  la  Chretiente; 
fat  Hen  voulu  me  conjouTr  avec 
elle  de  fheureux  fucces  qxd  Fa 
fuivi,  J^efpere  que  la  ratificatim 
de  ce  trait efera  eclntngte  if  em 
terme  depart  ^  i'autre  ;  ^  ne 
manquerai  de  contrihucr  de  ma 
part  taut  ce  que  je  pourrai  a  la 
confervatlon  du  repos  public^  tf 
pourfeconder  Us  Intentions  de  fa 
Majefie  \  affHrant  cependant  w- 
tre  Excellence  qu^on  n^oubliera 
jamais  let  obligations  que  lui  dot- 
vent  une  infinite  de  bans  Chre- 
tiens  pour  lesfoins  qu^elle  a  ap- 
portes  a  la  conciliation  de  cctte 
paix  \  ^  que  pour  mon  partial'^ 
Her  je  cherirai  Its  occafions  par 
lefqueUesje  lui  pourrai  temofgmer 
lajincerite  de  mm  affe^fion^  & 
combien  je  deftre  lui  J  aire  am- 
smtri 
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noitre  quejefuisy  Monfimr^  de 
vkre  Excellence  tres  humble  i^ 
tres  affe^somteferviteur. 


much  I  defire  to  let  you  know 
that  I  am  your  Excellency's 
mod  humble  and  moft  affec- 
tionate fervant. 


From  the  Duke  de  Roanez. 


From  the  Camp  of  Ruy/brouk^ 
Monfteur^  May  29, 1 668. 
'T*  H  £  Count  otRembourg 
^  has  informed  me  this 
morning  (being  the  27th  in- 
ftant)  at  eleven  o'clock,  from 
the  Marquis  of  Cafiel-Rodri* 
go,  of  the  arrival  of  the  ratifi- 
cation ;  to  which  I  fent  an- 
fwer,  that  I  doubted  not  of 
what  he  did  me  the  honour  to 
write  to  me,  but  that  I  had  no 
news  of  it  from  the  King.  Be 
pleafed  that  I  repeat  the  fame 
thing  to  you,  to  tell  you  that 
I  wonder  extremely  "how  any 
one  can  complain  that  I  have 
attacked  their  troops  out  of 
the  city ;  fince  thefe  adfe  of 
hoftility  are  always  allowed 
till  the  publication  of  the 
peace;  for  it  is  but  ycfterday 
that  one  of  their  parties  at- 
tacked ours,  whereof  I  fent 
you  the  prifoners  back  to 
Braine  le  Chateau  ;  and  the 
fame  day  thofe  of  Braine  Ic 
Chateau  took  jocoo  Francs 
from  the  equipage  of  one  of 
our  captains.  They  might 
better  inform  you,  how  I  fend 
your  prifoners  back,  without 
fuflfering  them  to  be  difmount- 
ed  or  plundered  ;  that  I  allow 
no  pillage  that  comes  to  my 
know!c%e>and  hat  they  have 
dif. 


Au  Camp  de  Ruyfbbrouk, 
Monfieur,    29  Mai,  166S. 
Ji/fOnfteur  leCompte  de  Rcm^ 
■^^  bourg  n!a  fait  favoir  ce 
matin  l^  a  onze  heureSy  de  la 
part  de  Monfieur  le  Marquis  de 
CaJlel'RodrigOy  Parrrt'ee  de  la 
ratification  :  a  qui  faifait  re-- 
ponfe^  queje  ne  dautois  pas  de 
aqtiil  mi  faifoit  Thonncur  dt 
zriecrhre  \  mais  que  je  n\n  avcis 
aucum  nouvelle  du  cite  du  Roi. 
Trouvex  bon  que  je  vous  repett 
la  mime  chofe ;  ^  que  j$  vous 
dife  queje fias  extrcnument  eton- 
ne  que  ton  fe  puiffe  plaindre  de 
ee  que  faifait  attaquer  leurs 
troupes  hors  de  la  ville  :  tuifque 
ces  fortes  etaSfes  d'ho/liiite  Jont 
permisjufqu  a  la  tubli cation  di 
la  paixj  (y  que  meme  hier  tm  it 
leurs  parties  attaqua  les  nitres^ 
dontje  renvoyai  Us  prifonniers  a 
Braine  U  Chateau  ;  W  le  mr- 
me  jour  J  ceux  du  meme  Braine 
le  Chateau  prirent  pris  de  sEx 
miBe  Francs  d'Squifage  a  un  de 
nos  capitaines.     lis  peurroient 
encore  mieuxvous  informer  com" 
me  je  renvoi  Lurs  prifonniers^ 
fans permettre  (^n' on  les  demonte 
Vqt^onles  depcuille\  que  je  ne 
foujfre  point  de  pillage  qui  w- 
etme  a  ma  connolfance  ;  £^  qu^ib 
ont  demonte  i^  uipomU:  jufpf 
a  nos  dome/Hque:.  Fou'ce  pu 
Manfinar 
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\  State,  when  he  fends  us  a  per- 
\  fen  who  ought  to  be  fo  dear 
to  us  upon  fo  many  confidera- 
tions,  honoured  with  a  cha- 
racter that  ihews  the  cftecm 
and  friendihip  he  has  for  this 
Sute:  we  ihall  endeavour  the 
continuance  of  both,  by  doing 
all  his  Majefty  can  expert 
from  his  moft  faithful  allies ; 
and  by  the  fame  means  I  (hall 
endeavour  to  give  his  Majefty 
the  marks  of  that  profound 
refpe£l  I  have  for  his  pcrfon, 
and  the  proofs  of  thofe  fenti- 
ments  I  have  for  your  merit. 
And  as  you  and  I  d^ire  qo- 
tiiing  on  both  fides,  but  to 
preferve  eternally  the  good  in- 
telligence you  have  helped  to 
strengthen,  with  fomuch  fuc- 
ce(s  ;  I  cannot  doubt,  but  we 
may  eafily  avoid  whatever  is 
capable  of  changing  it.  Per- 
mit me.  Sir,  to  fay,  that  you 
fhall  find  me  always  difpofed 
to  give  all  facility  to  what- 
ever can  eftablifli  the  common 
intereft  of  either  State ;  and, 
as  I  know  I  fhall  always  find 
the  fame  difpofition  in  you, 
I  cannot  but  rejoice  when  I 
confider,  that  I  fhall  have  to 
negociate  with  aMinifter  who 
pofiefles  all  the  qualities  that 
can  make  him  fucceed  in 
whatever  he  undertakes. 


This  is  all  I  am  permitted 
to  fay,  by  an  affliction  lately 
rome  upon  me,  having  loft  a 

Vol.  L  wife 


une  farfaitcment  bonne  inuUi- 
gence  avec  cet  Etaty  putfque  il 
nous  envoye  une  perfonne  qui  nous 
doit  etre  chere  par  tant  de  con- 
fiderationsy  revctue  d'un  charac^ 
tere  qui  marqut  Vejlime  iff  Tq" 
mitii  qu'i/apour  cet  Etat,  Nous 
tacherons  itn  meriter  la  conti- 
nuation mfaijant  tout  ce  que  fa 
Majejii  tourra  deftrer  de  fes 
plus  fideles  alRh ;  W  par  le 
meme  moyen  tacherai  de  lui  don- 
ner  des  marques  du  profond  re- 
fpeSl  que  fai  pour  la  perfonne 
de  fa  Majefie^  £sf  des  preuves 
des  fentimens  que  fai  de  votre 
merite.  Et  comme  de  part  iff 
^autre^  nous  ne  defrons  ricn^ 
ni  vous  ni  moiy  que  de  conferver 
etemellement  la  bonne  intelligence 
que  vous  avez  aide  a  affermir 
avec  tant  de  fucch  ;  je  ne  puis 
pas  douter  que  nous  n'cvitions 
fans  peine  tout  ce  qui  pcurroit 
etre  capable  de  Palterer.  Per- 
mettez  moi^  Monftcur^  que  je 
vous  dife  encorej  que  vous  me 
trouverex  toujour s  dijpofi  a  don- 
ner  une  derniere  facilite  a  tout 
ce  qui  pourra  etablir  Vinteret 
commun  de  Pun  iff  de  Pautre 
Etat ;  iff  comme  je  fai  que  je 
trouverai  toujoiars  la  rrCcme  dif- 
pofition en  vouSy  il  ne  fe  peut 
que  je  ne  me  rejouiffe  quand  je 
confidere  que  faura't  a  negocier 
avec  un  Miniflre  qui  poffede 
toutes  les  qualites  qui  le  peuvent 
faire  reiifftr  en  tout  ce  quil  en- 
treprendra, 

Ceji  tout  ce  que  me  permet  de 
dire  prefentement  rajffiiSfion  qui 
nfeftfurvenue^  vcnant  de  perdre 

Lr    1  U^'^ 
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wife  who  was  indeed  the  true 
half  of  me ;  whereof  I  make 
>  Jio  difficulty  by  this  occafion 
to  inform  you,  who  have  had 
the  goodnefs  to  tell  me,  that 
you  take  part  in  my  concerns ; 
^s  on  my  fide  I  {hall  ever  do 
in  all  your  interefis,  with  that 
aiFe£tion  and  fmcerity  where- 
with I  am  and  (hall  remain  all 
my  life.  Sir,  your  mQ&.  bum- 
ble fervant. 


uju  femme  qui  faifnt  en 
la  viritabli  mtUti  it  moi-r 
dpnt  je  ne  fats  punt  it  dij 
dt  faire  part  fir  attt  act 
a  cclui  qui  a  eu  la  banti  i 
titmgner  qu^ilenprendhec 
dt,part  ace  qui  nu  touches  i 
de  mon  cite  fen  prefidrai  to 
a  tous  VQs  interits  avec 
taffeliion  l^  fincerite  av 
quelle  jefuis  i^  demeurera. 
ma  v/V,  Afonjieury  vitr 
humble  ferviteur* 


Prcm  Monfieur  de  Wilt. 


1 


Hague^  July 
S  IRj  .  .  3L7,  1668. 
N  your  obliging  letter  of 
the  3d  inftant,  I  find  fo 
many  marks  of  aflPeftion  and 
tendernefs  for  me,  that  I  can- 
not defer  to  return  you  my 
mod  humble  thanks,  and  to 
tell  you,  that,  of  all  the  con- 
folations  given  me  in  my  af- 
flidlion,  there  is  none  has  been 
more  effectual  than  what  [  re^ 
ceived  from  you,  I  there  find, 
it  is  the  heart  that  fpeaks,  and 
that  jou  truly  take  part  in  my 
afllidion,  whereof  I  fee  you 
know  the  greatnefs,  becaufc 
you  fo  well  know  the  inefti- 
mablelofsl  havefuffered.  And 
I  dare  to  fay,  that,  if  any  re- 
medy be  capable  of  clofing  the 
Wound,  it  will  doubtlefs  be 
what  your  gentle  healing  hand 
has  applied  to  it.  I  confpfs  it 
is  fomcwhat  fenfiblc,  becaufe 
it  fcarches  the  wound,  but  it 
afterwards  applies  a  balm  that 
Z  cafes 


A  la  Hay< 
Monfieur,        Juill.  : 

7E  trouve  dans  Tohli^ 
Icttre  que  voui  niavc 
Vhonneur  de  niecrire  du  3 
ce  moisy  fiile  de  lieUy  ta 
marques  ^affeSfion  fcf  di 
dreji  pour  moiy  que  je  n 
pas  dijferer  de  vous  dire  i 
toutes  les  confolations  que  I 
donne  en  mon  ajJUilioyi^  il 
a  point  qui  ait  etc  plus  i 
que  cclle  que  je  viois  de  re 
de  vous  :  fy  reconnois  que 
coeur  qui  parlc^  ^  que 
prencz  vcritahkment  part 
affASlion  \  dent  je  voi  qu 
favcz  la  grandeur  puijqm 
fa-jcz  ct'lle  de  la  perte  hiejL 
que  fat  faite :  U  fofe  di 
sily  a  un  rcnude  capable  i 
mer  la  play  e^  c*  eft  fans  doui 
qui y  applique  la  7ncun  Oc?:i^ 
Jalutaire  que  vcus  mc  />; 
elle  fe  foit  fcntir^  je  Pi 
pane  quellejonue  la  p-layc, 
elle  y  applique  evfuiti  un 


^  ttber  Minifters  of  State. 

Ifld  kflens  the  pain.  I 
t  it  at  I  ought,  and  (ball 
iiwr  to  profit  by  all  your 
by  oombiting 
i  with  the  ftrcngth 
wm  ffeaibns,  which  are 
p\  to  you  not  only  by  that 
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qui  la  doucit  &  qui  enfoulagi  U 
douliur»  Je  U  rcfoi  comme  ji 
doisy  CsT  tacherai  de  faire  man 
profit  de  tGUtes  vos  confolatiom^ 
en  combatant  une  foiblejfe  avec 
la  force  de  vos  raijons^  que  vous 
diSfe  nonfeukment  la  philofephte 
ttaD  philofophy  whereof  ChritieniUj  dont  vous  faitcs 
jakc  profeffion,  but  by     frofejfton^  mats  aujft  la  tresjin^ 

cere  amitie^  dont  il  vous  plait 
nf  honor er.  Je  vousfupplic  tres 
humblement  aetre  perjuade  que 
j*y  reponds  parfaitement^  que  je 
fuis  dans  f  impatience  de  vous  en 
pouvoir  donner  des  prcurjes  \  fisT 
que  comme  fefpere  que  fen  trou^ 
verai  les  occaftons^  lorfque  nous 
aurons  tavantage  de  vous  pojfe- 
der^  je  defire  avec  pajjion  de 
vous  voir  iciy  pour  vous  /aire 
iudge  of  the  intention  of  juge  de  Pintention  de  PEtat  i 
Mte  to  preferve  faithful-     entretemr  fidellement   talUanu 

qiiilapluauRoi  de  laGrande 
Brctagne  faire  avec  lui ;  mais 
bicn  plus  pariicuUcrcmcnt  di 
r inclination  que  fai  a  y  ccntri- 
buer  tout  ce  qui  ejl  dc  mon  petit 
pouvoir y  £ff  a  dcmeurcr  tant  que 
je  vivraiy  Monfeur^  voire  tres 
offf^iionm  l^  tris  humble  fer^ 
viteur. 


lincere  friendfhip  where- 

you  are  pleafed  to  honour 

I  moft  humbly  intreat 

0  be  perfuaded  that  I  per- 
'  return  your  kindnefs, 
MB  impatient  for  an  occa- 
to  give  you  proofs  of  it, 
h  as  I  nope  I  (hall  find 

1  we  have  the  happinefs 
ijoy  you,  fo  I  defire  with 
Ml  to'/ee  you  here,  to  let 


e  alliance  that  the  King 
freac  Britain  has  plcafcd 
ike  with  it,  but  more  par- 
irly,  to  let  you  judge  of 
nciination  I  have  to  con- 
Ce  thereto  all  in  my  fmall 
tr;  and  to  remain  as  long 
live,  Sir,  your,  5:c« 


From  the  Lord  Keeper  Bridgeman. 

IR,  ^  July  26,  isee. 

Icceived  yours  yefterday  morning  after  you  were 
g;one  hence ;  and  am  afraid  the  letter  which  I  fenc 
from  Mr.  Williamfon,  might  come  unfeafonably 
ifcompofe  you  :  it  not  being  fo  intended  by  me ; 
I  believe  the  meflage  from  the  King  to  be  other- 
intended  than  out  of  kindnefs  and  refpeft  to  you 

to 
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to  haften  you  away ;  that  you  might  know  how  im* 
portant  he  held  your  negociations  might  be  for  hit 
iervice  at  this  critical  time.  And  therefore  I  fliould 
be  glad  that  you  would  take  this  by  the  right  handle. 

I  had  a  letter  this  night  from  Sir  Thomas  Clifibrd ; 
who  writes,  that  they  in  the^treafury  have  a  great 
defire  to  accommodate  you :  and  though  it  be  not  in 
the  privy  fcal,  that  you  ftiall  have  three  months  ad- 
vance bcfidcs  the  1000 1.  yet  they  will  be  careful  that 
you  receive  the  money  as  it  is  due.  The  draught  of 
the  inftruftions  are  fent  away  to  my  Lord  Arlington, 
andexpeded  back  on  Tuefday  night,  and  the  foreign 
committee  appointed  to  fit  on  Wednefday  to  difpatch 
them.  Really,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any 
intention  in  prefling  your  departure  for  Holland,  but 
juft  and  honourable  towards  you,  and  with  refpcdt  to 
the  greatnefs  of  the  employment  and  the  urgency  of 
the  King's  affairs  at  this  time  to  have  you  at  the 
Hague:  and  (if  you  will  take  my  opinion)  I  would 
not  have  you  take  other  meafures  of  it,  even  for  your 
own  fake.  In  the  mean  time,  while  you  do  ftay, 
you  may  prefs  on  the  bufmefs  of  your  account,  thq' 
1  fhould  not  advife  you  to  retard  your  journey  upon 
that  fcore.  It  may  be  as  well  prefled  on  by  your 
Lady  if  fhe  do  not  accompany  you,  or  elfe  by  your 
folicitors  (among  whom  I  willi)e  one)  who,  if  any 
pbftru6lions  be,  may  write  to  you  to  remove  them  : 
but  you  will  find  the  Vice-Chamberlain  dilatory,  and 
then  your  ftay  at  laft  upon  this  new  bufinefs  ( for  fo 
I  may  call  it)  may  beget  a  mifconftruftion.  You 
will  pardon  the  freedom  I  take  in  imparting  my  own 
thoughts  to  you  in  this  cafe. 

I  with  you  and  my  Lady  (to  whom  I  recommend 
my  humble  fcrvice)  a  happy  journey  and  all  other 
felicities,  as  I  wifh  to  myfelf,  who  am  ever  your 
faithful  and  very  affeftionate  fervant. 

The  End  of  the  First  Volume. 
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